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To THE 


SPEAKERS NAMES. 


A. 3 


Absor, Mr. 203, 5 10 

Adair, Mr. Serjeant, 82, 84, 120, 462, 599, 616, 629, 783 

Addington, Kight Hon. H. 28, 30, 31. 32, 55, 62, 188, 199, 234, 230» 
237, 243» 244, 246, 254, 255, 258, 598, 599, 611, 613, 615, 639, 


695, 099, 734» 735» 738, 779, 783 
Advocate of GATE The Lord, 238 


Anderſon, Mr. Ald. 201, 245, 325, 389, 612, 613, 614 
Anſtruther, Mr. 256, 257, 258, 294 

Arden, Lord, 253 | ; 
Arden, Sir R. P. 55, 246, 254, 256, 318, 443, 530, 616, 717» 737 
Attorney General—See Sir J. Scott 


= 
Baldwin, Mr. W. 240 


Bankes, Mr. 721 
Baring, Sir F. 488, 489, 506, 614 


Baſtaid, Mr. 323, 684, 738, 822 q 


Biddulph, Mr. 234, 358, 506, 511, 512, 514, 516 
Bird, Mr. Wilberforce, 677, 694, 697, 734, 730, 738 
Boughton, Sir C. W. R. 82, 239, 507. 514 | 
Bouverie, Mr, 479, 481 7 

Bragge, Mr. 386, 700 . 

Bramſton, Mr. 747 

Brandling, Mr. 684 

Browne, Mr. I. Hawkins, 441, 616, 736 

Bucknall, Mr. 639, 640 

Bunbury, Sir C. 741 

Burton, Mr, 638 


= 


Campbell, Lord F. 26 
Canning, Mr, 529, 530, 532, _ 
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Coke, Mr. T. W. 247, 

Coke, Mr. D. P. Fry 97 5 
Combe, Mr. Alderman, 200, 339, 340, 359. 370, 388, 645. 783 
Courtenay, Mr. 237, 720, 746 

Curtis, Mr. Alderman, 201, 202, 389, 613, 614 | 

Curwen, Mr. 119, 121, 177, 193, 206, 317, 683, 716 


D. 


Dent, Mr. 462, 468, 685, 822 
Dolben, Sir W. 346 
Douglas, Right Hon. S. 823 


Dundas, Mr. Secretary, 30, 96, 327, 328, 344, 350, 458, 488, 439, 
499. 506, 509, 512, 514, 525, 526, bog, 652, 690, 739, 740, 745» 


75 
Dundas, Robert, (Lord Advocate of Scotland, ] 238 
Dundas, Mr. W. 338, 523, 784 


E. 


Edwards, Mr. Bryan, 128, 130, 131, 738 
Elford, Mr. 117 

Flliot, Mr. 509, 5 10 

Ellis, Mr. 793 | 

Erſkine, Hon, T. 579 


F. 


Fitzpatrick, General, 259, 339, 417, 443, 460 | 

Fox, Right Hon. C. J. 39, 54, 98, 111, 118, 127, 132, 145, 155, 161, 
163, 173, 176, 184, 188, 195, 197, 198, 214, 235, 248, 252, 255, 
257» 259, 260, 281, 296, 307, 320, 338, 342, 343, 344» 347» 349» 
359, 408, 431, 456, 468, 472, 477, 479, 481, 487, 581, 598, 600, 
610, 043, 645, 650, 658, 691, 92, 697, 699, 700, 701, 702, 723» 
738, 739, 744» 748, 771, 788, 793, 798, 818, 821 | 

Fraſer, Mr. 237, 638 | | 


G. 


Gaſcoyne, Colonel, 127, 392 

Geary, Sir William, 243, 355» 531, 654 

Glynn, Sir R. C. 232 | 

Grenville, Hon. Thomas, 237, 339 

Grey, Mr. 243, 244, 248, 250, 251, 253, 255» 256, 257, 258, 275, 281, 

293, 294, 295, 296, 309, 328, 337, 339, 340, 341, 348, 441, 402, 

470, 471, 475» 476, 483, 486, 524, 525, 527, 529, 531, $32, 609. 
610, 624, 690, 699, 712, 745, 746, 748, 766, 786, 821, 822 


H. 


4 


Hammet, Sir B. 788 
Harcourt, Colonel, 357 
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"3 Harriſon, Mr, 316, 489, 624, 746, 792 
NF Hawkeſbury, Lord, 320, 443, 531, 718, 788, Bo7 
2 Hill, Sir R. 232 


Hobart, Mr. 296 


J Hobhouſe, Mr. 671, 783 

1 Huſſey, Mr. 127,144, 745, 159, 160, 50g, $11, $17, 680 
. 

1 Jeffery, Mr. 2 31, 622 


4 Jeffreys, Mr. 783 
3 Jekyll, Mr, 326, 327, 345, 459, 611 
Jolliffe, Mr. 138, 206, 350, 518, 521, 654, 696 mY 


K, 


Keene, Mr. 740, 744 
Keith, Lord, T7, 
Knatchbull, Sir Edw, 2 39, 241, 242, 254, 255, 296 


L. 


Lawrence, Dr. F. 611, 719, 721 
3 og 247 


Tonk a —— Mr. Alderman Curtis 
DES Sir W. 39 


Luſhington, Mr. Alderman, 201, 388, 521, 623, 624, 625, 734 


M. 


Mainwaring, Mr. 615, 734, 779, 783 

Manning, Mr. 245, 325, 612, 613 

Martin, Mr. 440, 519, 672, 740 
| Maſter of the Rolls—See Sir R. P. Arden 

Metcalfe, Mr. 246 

Milbanke, Mr. 177 

Milner, Sir William, 250, 652 

Mitford, Sir J. 635, 696, 700, 735, 783, 784, 809 
Morpeth, Viſcount, 35 


N, 
Nichols, Mr, 230, 389, 467, 481, 511, 516, 528, 648, 718 


P. 


Pierrepoint, Mr. 575 
Pitt, Right Hon. W. 47, 62, 65, 84, 87, 88, 105, 121, 122, 140, 144. 


ſ 
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145, I51, 160, 16r, 162, 169, 176, 182, 192, 195, 196, 197, 198, 
199, 201, 205, 206, 207, 233, 234, 235, 230, 238, 341, 246, 248, 
249, 250, 252, 258, 259, 260, 279, 293, 295, 296, 302, 323, 328, 
337» 340, 341, 343» 344» 347, 349, 352, 355» 37 427» 441, 442, 
402, 471, 474, 470, 478, 479, 480, 481, 487, 489, 490, 2 I, 514. 
516, 517, 518, 519, 520, $21, 522, 861, 612, 641, 642, 

054, 655, 678, 681, 691, 696, 699, 701, 706, 717, 718, 734» 735. 


738, 741, 740, 775, 785, 7 86, 787, 788, 793, 807, 817, 821, 822 
Plumer, Mr. 122 


Pollen, Mr. 677, 717 

Porter, Colonel, 326, 623, 807 

Powys, Mr. 26, 345, 346, 347, 623, 625 

Pulteney, Sir William, 116, 160, 307, 342, 354, 402, 464, 613, 075 
Pulteney, Sir James, 194. 231 

Pybus, Mr. 82, 83 ö 


R. 


Richards, Mr. 637 

Roſe, Mr. 82, 137, 138, 139, 246, 253, 257» 258, 339, 340, 359, 618 
Ruſſell, Lord William, 346 

Ryder, Mr. 136, 202, 223 


8. 


Sargent, Mr. 252 

Scott, Sir John, 691, 721, 748, 784 

Scott, Sir W. 616, 626 

Scott, Mr. D. 508 

Secretary at War See Right Hon. W. Windham 

Sewell, Mr. 717 | | 
Sheridan, Mr. 92, 195, 197, 198, 109, 200, 206, 226, 233, 235, 236, 


238, 239, 393, 427, 444» 471, 472, 479, 450, 481, 518, 519, 520, 


522, 523, 599, 625, 646, 650, 653, 654, 68 5, 695, 700, 7og, 732. 
734, 736, 738, 743, 745» 746, 787, 789, 812, 822 
Sinclair, Sir J. 672, 821 
Sloane, Colonel, 126 . 
Smith, Mr. W. 319, 340, 407, 449, 600, 674, 698, 785, 819 
Smyth, Mr. John, 239 S 
Solicitor General—S-e Sir J. Mitford x 
Speaker, The—See the Right Hon, H. Addington 
Stanley, Lord, 229 
Steele, Mr. 64 
Stewart, Mr. A. 232 
Stopford, Lord, 59, 611, 694. 
Sturt, Mr. 136, 230, 775 


. 
Tarleton, General, 28, 83, 116, 121, 123, 126, 127, 207, 243, 249. 
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353» 483, 521, 531 
Taylor, Mr. M. A. 251, 252, 359, 351, 352, 415 
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Thelluſſon, Mr. G. W. 294, 336 
Thelluſſon, Mr. P. 337 

Thornton, Mr. S. 689 

Thornton, M. R. 387, 467 

Thornton, Mr. H. 617, 621 

Tierney, Mr. 621, 701, 786, 787, 789 
Turner, Sir G. P. 120 


V. 


Vanſittart, Mr. 654, 690 
Villiers, Colonel, 347, 349 


Walpole, Mr. 352 
Walpole, General, 705 


vii 


Whitbread, Mr. 243, 244, 336, 338, 340, 341, 527, 5325 561, org, 


623, 654, 655, 734» 735» 748, 777 
Vigley, Mr. 616, 637 ” 


Wilberforce, Mr. 130, 131, 204, 225, 312, 317, 495, 442, 443, 520, 


638, 696, 715, 738 


Windham, Right Hon, W. 82, 122, 127, 249, 250, 251, 260, 327, 


344» 414» 447» 771, 719, 770 
Wood, Colonel, 390, 640, 784 


Wycombe, Lord, 675 


1. 


Yorke, Mr. 188, 315, 598, 599, 600, 677 
Young, Sir W. 205, 206, 245, 415, 614. 
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TO THE 


DEBATES and PROCEEDINGS 
IN THE 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


VOLUME I. 


- . A. 
, 


Accouwrs; of Britiſh and Foreign Merchandize imported and 
exported for the half years, ending the th of July, 1795, the 5th of 
January, 1796, and the 5th of July, 1796, diſtinguiſhing each period, 
&c. 66—of the net produce of all the permanent taxes in the quarters 
ending January 5, to Oftober 10, 1795, diſtinguiſhing each quarter, 
73—0f ditto, January 5, to October 10, 1796, diſtinguiſhing each 
quarter, 77 of the Receipts and Payments made, or to be made, by 
the Eaſt-India Company, from March 1, 1796, to March 1, 1797, 
133—of the net produce of permanent Taxes which ſabfifted previous 

to January 5, 1791, in the years ending zoth October, 1795 and 1795. 
I 34—of the old duty on Britiſh Spirits, to to October 10, 1795, 134= 
of ditto for three years, ending October 10, 1794, diſtinguiſhing each 
year, and of ditto for the year, ending October 10, 1796, 135—0f | 

3 : 


* - INDEX TO THE FIRST VOLUME, 


the Bounties paid on Corn imported to October 10, 1796, 135—of 
the Bounties paid to Seamen for two years, ending October 10, 1796, 
136 
Addreſs to His Majeſty for his Speech on ai Parliament, 6o—His 


Majeſty's Reply, 62—Addrefs to His Majefty for his Meſſage reſpecting 
the war with Spain, 342 
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B. 


Bank; Mr. Sheridan gives notice of an intended motion for immediate 
ſteps to be taken to pay the Bank the money advanced to Govern- 
ment, 789 | . 


2 þ ie dts 1 
8 
- 2 2 2 * 
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Bills, diſcount of; debate on Mr. Tierney's motion for an account of the 
amount of Bills diſcounted by the Bank in certain periods, 786 


Bird, Mr. W. moves to ſuſpend the operation of two acts prohibiting 
the iſſuing of ſmall promiſſory notes, &c. 694 - Debate on the ſecond 


reading, 734 —On the third reading, 736 
Budget opened by Mr. Chancellor Pitt, 260 — Debate on the motion for 
the ſecond reading of the Report, 296 


3 


Calder, Captain Sir Robert, the thanks of the Houſe voted to him for 
his conduct on the 14th of February, 745 


Cavalry; Debate on Mr. Pitt's motion reſpecting i it, 88 - Debate on the 
Report, 199, 207 Debate on the motion to amend the Cavalry Act, 
355—Motion reſpecting it, 520, 521 

Committee, Names of, to try the Southwark Election Petition, 196 
Ditto oa the Malmeſbury Committee, 19 Ditto on the Camelford, 
23 Ditto on the Leominſter and Milbourne Port, 245 Ditto on 
the Southwark, 415 — Ditto on the Downton, 614—Duto on the 
Canterbury and "Tewkeſbury, a=. on the Carliſle, 623— 
Ditto on the Colcheſter, 735 


Commons, Houſe of; a correct Liſt, at the opening of Parliament, 15 


F Corn, Mr. Alderman Luſhington moves for a Committee to inveſtigate 
| the amount of loſſes ſuſtained by merchants 1 Corn at a time 
of ſearciry, &t. 624 


INDEX TO THE FIRST —_ 15 


Correſpondence relative to the negotiation for Peace, 532 


Council, Order of, reſpecting the iſſue of Specie from the Bank, 642— 
Converſation on the ſame, 642—Advertiſement from the Bank re- 


is ſpecting the ſame, 60 - Debate on the motion for an inquiry into the 
8 Order of Council, 702 
D. 
Declaration See Spain 
te | 
n- E. 


Eaſt Indies; Debate on Mr. Secretary Dundas's opening the Eaſt-India 


* Budget, 490—0On Mr. Biddulph's motion for Copies of the Papers, 
&c, for eſtabliſhing new Courts of Criminal Juſtice in Bengal, &c, 

"g 512 

nd 


F. 


Fayette, General; Debate on General Fitzpatrick's motion for General 
La Fayette's liberation, 417 

Foreſtalling; Mr. Mainwaring moves to bring in a bill to prevent fore- 

ſtalling Cattle, &c. 779 


* 


G. 


Good Hope, Cape of; Debate on the motion to conſider of the Trade 
and Commerce to and from the Cape, 488 


for 


— 1 
rd, Jervis, Sir John; Debate on voting him the Thanks of the Houſe for 
on 


his conduct on the 14th of February, as well as to the Admirals, 
Officers, &c. &c. under his command, 739 


IxvAsiox; Debate on Mr. Pitt's motion for raiſing a certain number of 
men in conſequence of the attempt to invade theſe kingdoms, 88 


Ireland; Debate on Mr. Whitbread's motion for an inquiry into the 
conduct of Miniſters with reſpect to the attempt of the French in the 
Invaſion of Ircland, 749 | | 3 


5 | 3 2 


xi INDEX TO THE FIRST VOLUME. 


K. 

King's (The) Speech on opening Parliament, 33— Debate on it, 35 
His Anſwer to the Addreſs, 62—His Meſſage reſpecting a War with 
Spain, 328—Meſſage for the vigorous proſecution of the War, if his 
Negotiations for Peace ſhould fail, 461—Debate on it, 462—Mefſage 
informing the Houſe that the Negotiations for Peace were broken off, 
524—Debate on the day for conſidering the Meſſage, 525, 529— 
Debate on it, 562—Meſſage reſpecting the ſtate of Public Credit, 641 
— Converſation on the ſame, 642—L<bate on it, 655 


L 


Lauderdale, Earl of; his Proteſts againſt the election of the ſixteen Peers 
for Scotland, 8 


Lords, Houſe of; a correct Lift, at the opening of Parliament, 1— 
Deſire the Commons to chuſe a Speaker, 2 5—Approve of the choice of 
the Commons in their Speaker, 30 


VI » 


Maroon Negroes; Debate reſpecting them, 127 


Militia ; Debate on Mr. Pitt's motion for augmenting it, 88—The Houſe 
in a Committee on it, 137 Debate on it, 177, 197, 205 - Debate on 
the motion to amend the Militia Act, 349, 519, 521 


Minority, Lift of, on the motion for deferring the Report of the Reſclu- 
tions of the Committee of Supply, 324—On Mr. Fox's motion for 
cenſuring Miniſters for advancing Money without the conſent of Par- 
lament, 414—On Mr. Fox's amendment to the Addreſs for the con- 
tinuance of the War, 6109—On Mr. Sheridan's amendment reſpecting 
the Order of Privy Council relating to the affairs of the Bank, 693— 
On Mr. Fox's motion to appoint a Committee to inquire into the 
cauſes which produced the Order of Council of the 26th of February, 
.433z—On Mr. Whitbread's motion to inquire into the conduct of 
Miniſters with regard to the attempt of the — to invade Ire- 
land, 778 

Money; Debate du Mr. Fox's motion that Miniſters having ſent money 

out of the kingdom without the conſent of Parliament, had violated 


the privileges of the Houſe, &c. 259 


of 
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\ 

Morris, Alexander, ordered into the cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms for 

diſobeying the ſummons of the Committee on the Southwark Election, 

237—cxamined by the Speaker, 254—ordered to be committed to 
Newgate, 293—erdered to be brought before the Houſe, 523—dif- 

charged, 528 


N, 


Negotiation See Correſpondence 
Nelſon, Admiral, che thanks of the Houſe voted to him for his condut 
on the 14th of February, 745 | 


Notes; Mr. William Pird moves to ſuſpend the operation of two acts 
prohibiting the iſſuing of ſmall promiſſory notes, &c, 695 Debate 
on the ſecond reading, 75 34—on the third reading, 736 


P. 


Parker, Admiral William, the thanks of the Houſe voted to him for his 
conduct on the 14th of February, 745 


Petitions complaining of undue elections, in what manner to be con- 
fidered, 54—of George Tierney, Eſq. againſt the return for South- 
wark, ibid,—of Lord Preiton and Robert Adair, Eſq. againſt the re- 
tern for Camelford, 58—of Mr. Wrightſon againſt the return for 
Downton, 63—-from the Freeholders of Downten againſt the re- 
turn, 63—Speeck of Mr. Pitt recommending the mode of con- 
ſidering the Petitions, 87— Petition from George Tierney, Eſq, 
againſt the return for Southwark, 243—againſt the election for 
Flintſhire, 253 

Poor ; Debate on Mr. Pitt's motion for leave to bring in a bill for the 
better ſupport of the Poor, 517—Debate on the bill, 611, 654 
Proteſts—Sre Lauderdale. 


Q 


Quakers ; Debate on Mr. Serjcant Adair's motion reſpecting them, 84— 
Converſatian on the ſame, 616—Debate on the motion for a Com- 
mittee on the bill, 625, 783 
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Report of the Committee appointed to inquire into the State of the 


Bank, 747, 784— Mr. Pitt moves to have them taken into con- 
ſideration, 785—Debate on the ſame, 793 


8. 


Southwark Election Petition decided, 24. Converſation reſpecting 
the means uſed to keep evidence from the Committee, 294-—Mo- 

4 tion to delay the ballot on the Southwark Election, 336—Decifion 

* of the Committee, 5og—Petition againſt Mr. Tierney's return, and 

| debate on it, 617 

Spain ; Meſſage from the King Rating the declaration of War on the part 
of Spain, 328——Declaration of the Court of Spain againſt Great 
Britain, 32 8—Anſwer to ditto, 330 

Speaker ; Debate on propoſipg a Speaker, 26—The Speaker's Speech on 
being choſen, 30—his Speech on being approved by His Majeſty, 31 
is Speech on reprimanding Alexander Morris, 528 

Statutes ; Mr. Abbott moves for a Committee to conſider of the moſt 
effectual mode of promulgating the Statutes, 203——Names of the I; 
Committee, 205 | 


Supply ; the Houſe in a Committee of, 82, 122, 140, 161, 249, 472, 1 
* 1 

Taylor, Mr. M. A., complains of his ſpeech in the Houſe being miſre- | 
preſented in a newſpaper, 415 3 

Thompſon, Admiral, the Thanks of the Houſe voted to him for = þ 

conduct on the 14th of February, 745 

Trials; Mr. Coke moves to bring in a bill for regulating the trials on | 
certain actions and indictments, &c. 247 


W. 


Waldegrave, Admiral, the Thanks of the Houſe voted to him for his 
eondutt on the x4th of February, 745 
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INDEX TO THE FIRST VOLUME. xv 


Wet Docks; the London Wet-dock Bill read a firſt time, 325—Conver. 
ſation reſpecting Wet Docks, 612, 614 

Wodhall's, Mr., Letter to the Earl of Southampton reſpecting his 

ſituation as Deputy Lieutenant of that county, 326-—Converſation 

on the "Y 326— Converſation on the ſame reſumed, 344. 
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THE | 


HISTORY 


* 


OF THE 


PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES 
HOUSE or COMMONS, * 
In the FIRST SESSION of the 
Eighteenth Parliament of GREAT BRITAIN, 


Appointed to be holden at WESTMINSTER, 


On TuzsDay, the 27th of SEPTEMBER, 1790. 


The follrwing are correct LISTS of BOTH HOUSES of PARLI- 
AMENT, ſummoned to meet on TutsDAyY the 27th, of SEP- 
TEMBER, 1796. 


Speaker, the R. H. ALEXANDER Lord LOUGHBOROUGH. 
T Thoſe with this mark, * under age. 4 Roman-Cathokic Peers. 


PEERS or rr BLOOD ROYAL, 4. 


H R. H. George-Auguitus-Frederic, Prince of Wales, Duke 
of Cornwall and Rothſay, Earl of Cheſter and Carrie, Electoral 
Prince of Brunſwic-Lunenburgh, Baron of Renfrew, Lord of 
the Iſles, Great Steward of Scotland 

H. R. H. Frederic, D. of York and lan" of Ulſter in 
Ireland | 

H. R. H. Wm. Hen) D. of Clarence and St. Andrews, E. of 
Munſter in Ireland 5 


Connaught in Ireland. 
Vox, I. B 


H. R. H. Wm. Hen. D. of Glouceſter and Edinburgh, E. of | 


2 PARLIAMENTARY —&  [Commoxs. 


Granville Leveſon Gower, M. of Stafford, E. Gower 


DUKES, 19. 
Cha. Howard, D. of Norfolk, E. of Surrey 


Edward Adolphus Seymour, D. of Somerſet, Ld. Seymour 
|. Charles Lenox, D. of Richmond, E. * March, D. of Lenox i in 


Scotland 
Auguſtus Henry Fitzroy, D. of Grafion, E. of Euſton 


Henry Somerſet, D. of Beaufort, M. of Worceſter 


Aubrey Beauclere, D. of St. Alban's, E. of Burford 

Francis Oſborne, D. of Leeds, M. of Carmarthen, V. Dumblain 
in Scotland 

Francis Ruſſell, D. of Bedford, M. of Taviſtoc 

Wm. Cavendiſh, D. of Devonſhire, Marq. of Hartington 

Geo. Spencer, D. of Marlborough, M. of Blandford 

* John Henry Manners, D. of Rutland, M. of Granby 


Douglas Hamilton, D. of Brandon, Ld. Dutton and 3 


Duke of Hamilton in Scotland 
Brownlow Bertie, D. of Ancaſter and Keſteven, M. of Lindſey 
Wm. Hen. Cavendiſh Bentinck, D. of Portland, M. of Titchfield 
Wym. Montagu, D. of Mancheſter, V. Mandeville 
Fred. Sackville, D. of Dorſet, E. of Middleſex 
Francis Egerton, D. of Bridgewater, M. of Bracley 
John Pelham, D. of Newcaſtle, E. of Lincoln, B. Say and Clinton 
Hugh Percy, D. of Northumberland, E. Percy. 


. MARQUISE S, 11. 


Franeis George Powlet, M. of Wincheſter, E. of Wiltſhire 

Geo. Grenville Nugent Temple, M. of Buckingham, E. 1 
E. of Nugent in Ireland 

William Petty, M. of Land{down, E. of Wycombe, E. of Shel- 


burne in Ireland 


George Townſhend, M. Townſhend | 
James Cecil, M. of Saliſbury, V. Cranborn 
Thomas Thynne, M. of Bath. V. Weymouth 


John James Hamilton, M. of Abercorn, V. Hamilton, E. of 


Abercorn in Scotland, and V. Strabane in Ireland _,. 
Charles Cornwallis, M. Cornwallis, V. Brome EN 


Francis Seymour, M. and E. of Hertford, E. of Yannouth, Lord 


Conway in Ireland 


John Stuart, M. of Bute, E. of Windſor, E. of Bute in Scotland. 
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EARLS, 88. 


+ Charles Talbot, E. of Shrewſbury, Ld. Talbot, E. of Water- 1 


ford and Wexford in Ireland 

Edw. Smich Stanley, E. of Derby, Ld. Stanley 

George Auguſtus Herbert, E. of Pembroke and W Ld. 
Herbert 

John Howard, E. of Suffolk and Berkſhire, V. Andover 

Henry Cecil, E. of Exeter, Ld. Burleigh 

Spencer Compton, E. of Northampton, Ld. Compton 

Baſil Fielding, E. of Denbigh, V. Fielding, E. of Deſmond in 
Ireland 

John Fane, E. of Weſtmorland, Ld. Burgherſh 

Charles Henry Mordaunt, E. of Peterborough and Monmouth, 
V. Mordaunt 

Geo. Harry Grey, E. of Stamford and E. of Warrington, L. Grey 
of Groby 

George Finch, E. of Winchelſea and Nottingham, V. Maidſtone 

Philip Stanhope, E. of Cheſterfield, Ld. Stanhope 

Sackville Tufton, E. of Thanet, Ld. Tufton | 

John Montague, E. of Sandwich, V, Hinchinbrook ? 

Wm. Anne Holles Capel, E. of Eſſex, V. Malden 

James Brudenell, E. of Cardigan, Lond Brudenell 

Frederic Howard, E. of Carliſle, V. Morpeth 

Hen. Scott, E. of Doncaſter, Ld. Tyndale, D. of Nin in 

Scotland 

Ant. Aſhley Cooper, E. of Shafteſbury, Ld. Aſhley 

Fred. Auguſtus Berkeley, E. of Berkeley, V. Durſley 

Willoughby Bertie, E. of Abingdon, Ld. Norreys 

Henry Noel, E. of Gainſborough, V. Campden 

Other Windſor Hickman, E. of Plymouth, Ld. Windſor 


| George Auguſta Lumley Saunderſon, E. of Scarbrough, V. 


Lumley, V. Lumley in Ireland 
Wm. Henry Naſſau de Zuleſtein, E. of Rochford, V. Tunbridge 
Wm. Charles Keppel, E. of Albemarle, V. Bury 
Geo. Wm. Coventry, E. of Coventry, V. Deerhurſt 
Geo. Buſſy Villiers, E. of Jerſey, V. Villiers 
John Poulctt, E. Poulett, V. Hinton 
Geo. James Cholmondeley, E. 1 V. Malpas, V. 
Cholmondeley in Ireland 
Edward Harley, E. of Oxford and E. Mortimer, Ld. Harley 
Robert Shirley, E. Ferrers, V. Tamworth 


Frederic Thomas Wentworth, E. of Strafford, V. Wentworth, 
and B. Raby. : 
B 2 


Fd — 
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William Legge, E. of Dartmouth, V. Lewiſham | 


Cha. Bennet, E. of Tankerville, L. Oſſulſton 


Heneage Finch, E. of Aylesford, L. Guernſey 


Fred. Hervey, E. of Briſtol, L. Hervey, Biſhop of Derry in Ireland 
Henry Yelverton, E. of Suſſex, V. Longueville 


George Auguſtus Cowper, E. Cowper, V. Fordwich 


Charles Stanhope, E. Stanhope, V. Mahon 

Rebert Sherard, E. of Harborough, Ld. Sherard, Ld. Leitrim in 
Ireland | 

George Parker, E. of Macclesfield, V. Parker 

George Fermor, E. of Pomfret, Ld. Lemfter 

James Graham, E. Graham, Ld. Graham, D. of 1 in 
Scotland | 

John Kerr, E. Kerr, Ld. Kerr, D. of Roxburgh in Scotland 

John James Waldegrave; E. Waldegrave, V. Chewton 

Jn. Aſhburnham, E. of Aihburnham, V. St. Aſaph 

Richard Howard, E. of Effingham, Ld. Howard 


* Horatio Walpole, E. of Orford, V. Walpole 


Charles Stanhope, E. of Harrington, V. Peterſham 


John Wallop, E. of Portſmouth, V. Lymington 


Geo. Grevile, E. Brooke and Warwick, Ld. Brooke 
George Hobart, E. of Buckinghamſhire, Ld. Hobart 

W. W. Fitzwilliam, E. Fitzwilliam, V. Milton 

Leo. Edw. Henry Arthur Herbert, E. of Powis, V. Ludlow 
Geo. Wyndham, E. of Egremont, Ld. Cockermouth 

Geo. Simon Harcourt, E. Harcourt. V. Nuneham 

George Auguſtus North, E. of Guilford, Ld. North 


Philip Yorke, E. of Hardwicke, V. Royſton 


Wm. Harry Vane, E. of Darlington, V. Barnard 


Henry Bellaſyſe, E. of Fauconberg, Ld. Bellaſyſe 


Henry Thomas Fox, E. of Ilcheſter, Ld. Stavordale 

John Richard Weſt, E. De Lawar, V. Cantalupe 

Jacob Pleydell Bouveric, E. of Radnor, V. Folkeſtone ; 

Geo. John Spencer, E. Spencer, V. Althorp 

John Pitt, E. of Chatham, V. Pitt 

Henry Bathurſt, E. Bathurſt, Ld. Apſley 

Arthur Hill, E. of Hillſborough, V. Fairford, M. of Downſhire in 
Ireland 

Thomas Brudenell 3 E. of Ayleſbury, Ld. Bruce 

Thomas Villiers, E. of Clarendon, Lord Hyde 

Henry Nevill, E. of Abergavenny, V. Nevill 

Geo. Towhiſhend Ferrars, Earl of Leiceſter, Lord de Ferrars 

Henry Bayley Paget, E. of Uxbridge, L. Paget 


8. 
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James Lowther, E. of Lonſdale, V. Lonſdale and Lowther 


4 | Alexander Gordon, E. of Norwich, Ld. Gordon, D. of Gordon in 


Scotland 
*Charles Chetwynd Talbot Chetwynd, E. Talbot, V. Ingeſtrie 


Rd. Groſvenor, E. Groſvenor, V. Belgrave 


Edward Huſſey Montagu, E. Beaulieu, Ld. Montagu 

John Jefferies Pratt, E. Camden, V. Bayham 

John Murray, E. and B. Strange, D. of Athol in Scotland 

Richard Howe, E. Howe, V. and L. Howe, V. Howe in Ireland 
Richard Edgeumbe, E. of Mount- Edgeumbe, V. Valletort 

Hugh Forteſcue, E. Forteſcue, V. Ebrington 

Edward Digby, E. of Digby, V. Coleſhill, Ld. Digby in Ireland 
Algernon Percy, E. of Beverley, Ld. Lovaine 

Joſeph Damer, E. of Dorcheſter, V. Milton, L. Milton in Ireland 


F | David Murray, E. of Mansfield, Lord Murray, V. Stormont in 


Scotland | 
Henry Herbert, Earl of Carnarvon, Lord Porchcſter 
Charles Jenkinſon, Earl of Liverpool, Lord Hawkeſbury 


George Devereux, Viſcount Hereford 

Geo. Richard St-John, V. Bolingbroke and St-John 

Geo. Evelyn Boſcawen, Viſcount Falmouth 

George Bynge, Viſcount Torrington 

Wm. Rob. Fitzgerald, V. Leinſter, D. of Leinſter in Ireland 
Thomas Noel, V. Wentworth | 

William Courtenay, Viſcount Courtenay 

William Ward, Viſcount Dudley and Ward 

Charles Maynard, Viſcount Maynard 

Thomas Hampden, Viſcount Hampden 

Charles Sackville Germain, Viſcount Sackville 

Thomas Townſhend, Viſcount Sidney 

Samuel Hood, Viſcount Hood, Lord Hood in Ireland 
Charles Medowe Pierrepoint, Viſcount Newark, Baron Pierrepoint 


BARONS, 110. 
Edward Southwell, Lord De Clifford 
Thomas Stapleton, Lord Le Deſpencer 
George Tuchet, Lord Audley | / 
Robert George William Trefuſis, Lord Clinton 
Charles Philip Stourton, Lord Stourton 
John Peyto Verney, Lord Willoughby de Broke 
George William Frederic Oſborne, Lord Coniers 

| "4.4 


| : Lewis Thomas Watſon, Lord Sondes 
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Henry Beauchamp St-John, Lord St- John of Bletſo 
John Griffin Griffin, Lord Howard and Braybrooke 

4 Robert Edward Petre, Lord Petre 

Gregory Twiſleton, Lord Say and Sele 

4 Henry Arundel, Lord Arundel . 

John Bligh, Lord Clifton, Earl of Darnley in Ireland 
{Charles Dormer, Lord Dormer 

Henry Roper, Lord Teynham 

William Byron, Lord Byron 

William Craven, Lord Craven 

tCharles Clifford, Lord Clifford 

Edm. Boyle, Lord Boyle, Earl of Corke and Orrery in Ireland 


Robert Auriol Drummond Hay, Lord Hay, Earl of Kinnoull in 
Scotland | Y 


Henry Willoughby, Lord Middleton } 
George Onſlow, Lord Onſlow and Cranley 
Charles Marſham, Lord Romney 
Charles Sloane Cadogan, Lord Cadogan 
*Peter King, Lord King 
John Monſon, Lord Monſon 
Thomas Bromley, Lord Montfort 
John How, Lord Chedworth 
Edwin Sandys, Lord Sandys 
Frederic Ponſonby, Lord Ponſonby, Earl of Beſborough in Ireland 
Horatio Walpole, Lord Walpole 
Henry Stawell Bilſon Legge, Lord Stawell 


Thomas Weddell Robinſon, Lord Grantham 
Nath. Curzon, Lord Scarſdale - * 
Frederic Irby, Lord Boſton 
Thomas Pelham, Lord Pelham 
Henry Richard Fox, Lord Hoiland 


John James Perceval, Lord Lovel and Holland, Earl of . 
in Ireland 

George Venables Vernon, Lord Vernon ” 

Francis Reynolds Morton, Lord Ducie 

John Campbell, Lord Sundrige, Duke of Argyl in Scotland 

Martin Bladin Hawke, Lord Hawke 

Jeffery Amherſt, Lord Amherſt 

Brownlow Cuſt, Lord Browlow 

George Pitt, Lord Rivers 

Nath: Ryder, Lord Harrowby ' / | | 

William Thomas Folev, Lord Foley ' 
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Edward Thurlow, Lord Thurlow Dt 
Alexander Wedderburn, Lord Loughborough 

George De Cardonnal, Lord Dynevor 

Thomas De Grey, Lord Walſingham 

William Bagot, Lord Bagot 

Cha. Fitzroy, Lord Southampton 

Richard Barre Dunning, Lord Aſhburton 

William Norton, Lord Grantley 


George Rodney, Lord Rodney 
Francis Rawdon Haſtings, Lord Rawdon, Earl of Moira in Ireland 


Thomas Pitt, Lord Camelford 
Henry Frederic Carteret, Lord Carteret 


z Edward Eliot Craggs, Lord Eliot 


Thomas James Bulkeley, Lord Bulkeley, Viſ. Bulkeley i in Ireland 
Thomas Egerton, Lord Grey De Wilton 

Charles Cocks, Lord Somers 

John Parker, Lord Boringdon 

Thomas Noel Hill, Lord Berwick 

James Dutton, Lord Sherborne 

*Henry James Montagu Scot, Lord Montagu 

William Douglas, Lord Douglas, Duke of Queenſberry in Scotland 
George de la Poer Beresford, L. Tyrone, M. of Waterford in Ireland 
Richard Boyle, Lord Careleton, Earl of Shannon in Ireland 

John Huſſey Delaval, Lord Delaval, Lord Delaval in Ireland 
Harbord Harbord, Lord Suffield 

Guy Carleton, Lord Dorchefter 


* Francis Auguſtus Eliott, Lord Heathfield 


Lloyd Kenyon, Lord Kenyon 

James Harris, Lord Malmeſbury 

Arthur Chicheſter, Lord Fiſherwick, M. of Donegall i in Ireland. 
James Duff, Lord Fife, Earl of Fife in Ireland 

James Bucknall Grimſton, Ld. Verulam, V. Grimſton in Ireland 
Archibald Douglas, Lord Douglas, of Douglas 

Henry Gage, Lord Gage, Viſcount Gage in Ireland 

William Wyndham Grenville, Lord Grenville 

George Douglas, Lord Douglas, Earl of Morton in Scotland 
William Eden, Lord Auckland, Lord Auckland in Ireland 

John Fitzpatrick, L. Upper Offory, E. of Upper Offery in Ireland 
Edward Clive, Lord Clive, Lord Clive in Ireland 

Henry Phipps, Lord e Lord Mulgrave in Ireland 
William Henry Lyttelton, Ld. Lyttelton, Ld. Weſtcote in Ireland 
Welbore Ellis, Lord Mendip 

Henry Bridgeman, Lord Bradford 
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| George Hay, Marquis and Earl of Tweedale, Earl Gifford, Viſcount 


George Hay, Earl of Errol t, Baron Hay 


5 ment, ſhall not receive the votes of any Peer of Scotland, created a Peer of 


true intent and meaning of the 2 2d article of the Union, and of the 8th 


* 
9399 
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James Peachey, Lord Selſey | 5 


Thomas Dundas, Lord Dundas 


Aſheton Curzon, Lord Curzon $ 

Charles Anderſon Pelham, Lord Varboroug 

Francis Stewart, Lord Stewart, Earl of Moray in Scotland 
John Stewart, Lord Stewart, Earl of Galloway in Scotland 
James Stopford, Lord Saltersford, Earl of, Courtown in Ireland 
Geo. Macartney, Lord Macartney, Earl of Macartney in Ireland 
John Ch. Burton, Lord Dawnay, Viſcount Downe in Ireland 
Geo. Broderick, Lord Broderick, Viſcount Midleton in Ireland 
Alexander Hood, Lord Bridport 

John Rous, Lord Rous 

Henry Gough Calthorpe, Lord Calthorpe 

Peter Burrell, Lord Gwydir | 

Francis Baſſett, Lord de Dunſtanville 

Edward Laſcelles, Lord Harewood 

John Rolle, Lord Rolle 

John Campbell, Lord Cawdor. 


ScoOTS PEERS, 16. Eiected July 7, 1796. 


Wallden, Lord Veſter 


1 The Eari of Lauderdale entered the three following Proteſts againſt 
t the Electian: 


* 3 ; : 42 
I James, Earl of Lauderdale, do hereby proteſt, That the Clerks of - 
Seſſion, officiating at this election of a Peer to fit in the enſuing Parlia- 


Great Britain ſince the Union, and nat _— in his perſon an Engliſh 
Peerage created before that period, for the following, amongſt other, 
ons : | 

That it is inconſiſtent with the law and conſtitution of this country, 
and with every principle of Repreſentation by election, as alſo with the 


act of the Parliament of Scotland 1707, confirmed in the Parliament of 
England, and declared by both to be equally valid, as if it had been, en- 
goed in the Treaty of Union, that a Peer of Scotland, fitting in the 
arliament of Great Britain, by virtue of a Patent of Peerage granted 
fince the ſaid Union, ſhould alſo ele a Peer to repreſent him. 
PO. (Signed) LAUDERDALE. 


| I II. 5 0 
I James, Earl of Lauderdale, do proteſt, That the Earldom of Errol 
was, from its original creation of male fee, as ſufficiently appears from 
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Alexander Kennedy, Earl of Caſſilis, Lord Kennedy 
John Bowes Lyon, Earl of Strathmore and Kinghorn, Lord Lyon 
and Glamis » | 


Patrick Crizhton, Earl of Dumfries, Lord C righton 


many documents on the publick records of this Country, and more par- 
ticularly from a charter under the Great Seal of James V. dated the 1 3th 
of December, 1541, to George Hay of Logiealmond, as heir-male to 
William, Earl of Errol, of the eſtate and heritable office of Conſtabulary, 
upon the narrative, that the King was deſirous that the family honours 
and heritable office of the Conſtabulary fhould remain and continue 
% hæredibus maſculis cum cognominibus de Hay in omnibus tempori- 
bus futuris prout fuerunt in temporibus elapſis.“ : 
That the ſaid Earldom continued to deſcend under the original limita- 
tion till. the year 1666, when, by a charter, dated Whitehall, November 
13th, 1666, under the Great Seal of Charles the Second, proceeding on 
His Majeſty's ſign manual, the original limitations of this title were con- 


XX fiderably altered. | 


That by this charter it was given: firſt, to Earl Gilbert, and the heirs- 


male of his body. Secondly, to the heirs-female of his body. Thirdly, 


to the heirs he ſhould appoint, by a writing under his hand, and under 


the conditions to be therein expreſſed. Fourthly, to the heirs-male, and 


of tailzie and proviſion in the former limitations, Fifthly, to Earl Gil- 
bert's heirs-male whatſoever, | 

That under none of the limitations of this charter, unleſs a nomina- 
tion had been executed by the ſaid Gilbert Earl of Errol, could the per- 
ſon now aſſuming that title, claim the honours of Errol; yet there no- 
where exiſts ſuch a nomination, nor any future confirmation of it by the 
Crown, without which, if ſuch nomination did exiſt, it would be in- 
valid, as no deed of nomination can operate as a conveyance, or limita- 
tion of a Peerage, unleſs ſubſequently confirmed by the Sovereign. 

That ſubſequent to this Charter, in the year 1666, there exiſts no al- 
teration in the limitations of the honours of Errol; for the charter 


2 by Charles II. of date the 4th of March 1674, to John Earl of 


rol, under which the perſon now aſſuming the title of Errol, as heir- 
of-line, is ſuppoſed to hold his eftates, never can be deemed effectual to 
convey any title of honour : it does not ſpecify the dates of the deeds of. 
nomination, ſuppoſed to be executed by Gilbert Earl of Errol; neither 
does it ſtate whether they contained procuratories of reſignation for re- 
ſigning the titles of dignity into the hands of the Sovereign. On the 
contrary, this Charter feems rather to proceed on the tailzie executed 
by Earl Gilbert on the 21ſt September 1666, which was the warrant of, 
and. muſt haye been exhauſted by, the charter paſt by Earl Gilbert, on 
the thirteenth of November that year. 

That further, this charter is dated at Edinburgh, and not at the reſi- 
dence of the Sovereign; it is alſo paſſed on a common fignature, dated 
at the ſame place, like grants of lands, and not on a fign manual, or 
royal ſignature, dated at the reſidence of the Sovereign, which is by law 
— neceſſary to convey, confirm, or alter the limitations of a 

eerage; | . 
That it cannot be pretended, that, antecedent to the Union, there ex- 
ifted any Sitting in Parliament, on the ſaid charter 1674, as John of Kil- 
Vor. I. Darth, I 
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Thomas Bruce, Earl of Elgin and Kincardin, Lord Kinloſs 
George Ramſey, Earl of Dalhouſie, Lord Ramſey 
William Carnegy, Earl of Northeſk, Lord Roichill 
George Gordon, Earl of Aboyne, Lord Strathaven 1 
John Campbell, Earl of Breadalbane, Viſcount Glenorchy <v 
George Boyle, Earl of Glaſgow, Lord Boyle | 
John Dalrymple, Earl of Stair, Viſcount- Dalrymple 
James Somerville, Lord Somerville | 
William Shaw Cathcart, Lord Cathcart 

James Sandilands, Lord Torphichen 

Francis Napier, Lord Napier. 
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PEERESSES in their own Right, by Creation er Deſcent. 


Temina Campbell, Marchioneſs Grey, Baroneſs Lucas 

Jane Murray, Counteſs of Mansfield 

Elizabeth Somerſet, B. de Bottetourt, Duch. Dow. of Beaufort 
Getrude Brand, Baroneſs Dacre 

Priſcilla Barbara Elizabeth Burrell, Baroneſs Willoughby de Ereſby 
Elizabeth Rawdon, Baroneſs Hungerford 

Catharine Vane, Baroneſs of St. John de Baſing 

Heſter Pitt, Baroneſs Chatham | 

Henrietta Laura Pulteney, Baroneſs of Bath 

Sufannah Hood, Baroneſs Hood. 
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lour, Earl of Errol, Ad Charles Earl of Errol, were entitled to this dig- 
nity, as well under the old limitation of the honours to heirs-male, as 
under the third, fourth, and fifth limitations in the charter 1666 to Earl 
Gilbert, proceeding on his Majeſty's ſign manual, as above recited, 

That referring your Lordſhips to the documents in the public records 
of this country with which you muſt be preſumed to be acquainted, and, 
which, for your more accurate information, I have this day called for, I 
do prateſt againſt the vote of the perſon preſent being received as Earl of 
Errol, and 1 do here intimate to the Peers, that any votes given in fa- 
your of the perſon now aſſuming the title of Errol, muſt be of no avail ; 
for which reaſon I further proteſt againſt the Clerks receiving or reck · 
oning upon ſuch votes in making their return. 

(Signed) LAUDERDALE. 


III. ; 

I James, Eazl of Lauderdale, do proteſt, 'That I ought to have. been 
returned one of the ſixteen Peers to repreſent. the Peerage of Scotland in 
the enſuing Parliament, in reſpeR that the returning officers. o not 
to have received or admitted any votes for the perſon. aſſuming the title 
of Errol, and that for this, and other reaſons to be aſſigned at the pro- 
per time and 2 my name ought to have been included in the return 


duly elected one of the ſixteen. 
2 | (Signed) LAUDERDALE, 
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ARCHBISHOPS and BISHOPS, 26. 


Dr. John Moore, Archbiſhop of Canterbury 

Dr. William Markham, Archbiſnop of York 

Dr. Beilby Porteus, Biſhop of London 

Hon. Dr. Shute Barrington, Biſhop of Durham 
Hon. Dr. Brownlow North, Biſhop of Wincheſter 
Sir William Aſhburnham, Bart. Biſhop of Chicheſter 
Dr. Charles Moſs, *Biſhop of Bath and Wells 

Hon. Dr. James Yorke, Biſhop of Ely 

Dr. Richard Hurd, Biſhop of Worceſter 

Dr. John Butler, Biſhop of Hereford 

Dr. John Warren, Biſhop of Bangor 

Hon. Dr. James Cornwallis, Biſhop of Litchfield and Coventry 
Dr. Lewis Bagot, Biſhop of St. Aſaph 

Dr. Richard Watſon, Biſhop of Landaff 

Dr. Edward Smallwell, Biſhop of Oxford 

Dr. George Prettyman, Biſhop of Lincoln 

Dr. John Douglas, Biſhop of Saliſbury 

Dr. William Cleaver, Biſhop of Cheſter 

Dr. Samuel Horſley, Biſhop of.Rochefter 

Dr. Richard Beadon, Biſhop of Glouceſter 

Hon. Dr. Edward Venables Vernon, Biſhop of Carliſle 
Dr. Charles Manners Sutton, Biſhop of Norwich 

Dr. Spencer Madan, Biſhop of Peterborough 

Dr, William Buller, Biſhop of Excter 

Hon. Dr. William Stuart, Biſhop of St. David's 

Dr. Henry Reginald Courtenay, Biſhop of Briſtol. 


Skrr. 27. 


SUMMARY of the HOUSE of PEERS, September 27, 1796. 
Peers of the Blood * 3 


Dukes - 219 
— 5+ 
all» - <= « »- 3 
. Q ( - - 3 
CJ ᷣͤ KK 
Scots Peers - = - - 6 
Archbiſhops and Biſhops — - 236 
288 
Peereſſes in their own right - 10 
298 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. — 
SPEAKER, Right Honourable HENRV Abpixcrox. g . 
Abingdon, Berkſhire, Barnſtaple, Devorſbire. f A 
T. T. Metcalfe, eſq. John Cleveland, eſq. if 
— Back, Richard Wilſon, eſq. 4 
Thomas Drake Tyrwhitt, eſq. Bath, City of. I 
Charles Drake Gerrard, efq. Viſcount Weymouth b. 
Se. Alban's, Hertfordfire. Sir Richard Pepper Arden, knight I 
Lord Bingham Beaumaris, Town of, 2 
T. S. D. Bucknall, eſq. Lord Newborough A 
: Aldborough, Suffelk, Bedfard hire. E 
= 1 Hon. St-Andrew St-John 
0 John Oſborn, eſq. 


Aldborough, Yorkfeire. 


R. Muilm. Trench Chiſwell, eſq. 


Charles Duncombe, jun. eſq. 
Andover, Hants. 
Benjamin Lethieullier, efq. 
Hon. Coulſon Wallop 
Axgleſea. 
Hon. Arthur Paget 
Appleby, Il eſtmorelaud. 
John Courtenay, eſq. 
Hon. John Tuſton 
Arundel, Suſſex. 
Sir George Thomas, bart. 
James Greene, eſq. 
Aſhburton, Dewonſt ire. 
Sir Robert Mackreth, knight 
Lawrence Palk, eſq. 


Ayl:ſeary, Bucks. 
Scrope Bernard, eſq. 
Gerard Lake, eſq. 
Banbury , Oxfordſhire, 
Dudley North, eſq. 


N. C. N af 
| Bewdley, Worcefterſhire, 


William Colhoun, eſq. 


John Wodehouſe, eſq. 


Bedford, Town of 


Samuel Whitbread, efq. 


Bedwin, Wills. 
Hon. Thomas Bruce 


Eeeralſtan, Devonſhire. 
Sir John Mitford, knight 
William Mitford, eſq. 
| Berkſhire. 


George Vanſittart, eſq. 
Charles Dundas, eſq. 


Beravick, Northumberland. 


Earl of Tyrconnel 
John Callander, eſq. 


Beverley, Yorkſhire, 
William Tatton, eſq. 


M. P. Andrews, eſq. 


Ns. 


ighit 


WT Screw. 271. 


Biſhop's Caſtle, Shropſhire. 


XX William Clive, eſq. 
Henry Strachey, eſq. 


Blechingly, Surry. 


Sir Lionel Copley, bart. 


John Stein, eſq. 
Bodmyn, Cor:mwall, 


Sir John Morſhead, bart. 


John Neſbitt, eſq. 
Boroughbridge, Yorkſhire. 


Sir John Scott 
= Francis Burdett, eſq. 


Baſſiney, Cornwall, 


Hon. James Archibald Stuart- 
Wortley 


J. Lubbock, eſq. 


Bofton, Lincolnſbire. 


Thomas Fydell, eſq. 


Viſcount Milſintown 


Brackley, Northamptonſhire. 
John William Egerton, efq. 
Samuel Haynes, eſq. 

Bramber, Suſſex. 
James Adams, eſq. 


Sir C. W. Rouſe Boughton, bart. 


Brecon, County of. 
Sir Charles Morgan, bart. 
; Brecon, Town of. 
Charles Morgan, eſq. 


Bridgnorth, Shropſhire. 
Ifaac Hawkins Browne, eſq. 
J. Whitmore, eſq. 

Bridgewater, Somer ſetſhire. 

George Pocock, eſq. 
Jefferys Allen, eſq. 

Bridport, Dorſetſoire. 
Charles Sturt, eſq. 
George Barclay, eſq. 


DEBATES. 13* 


Bristol, City of. 
Lord Sheffield 
Charles Bragge, eſq. 
Buckinghamfhire. 
Marquis of Titchfield 
Right Hon. James Grenville 
Buckingham, Town of. 
George Nugent, eſq. 


Thomas Grenville, eſq. 


Callington, Cornwall, 
Sir John Call, bart. 
Paul Orchard, eſq. 

Calne, Wiltſhire, 
Joſeph Jekyll, eſq. 


| Sir Francis Baring, bart. 


Cambridgeſhire. 


James Warwood Adeane, eſq. 


Charles Vorke, eſq. 


Cambridge Univerſity, 
Right Hon. William Pitt 


| Earl of Euſton * 


Cambridge, T own of. 
Robert Manners, eſq. 
Hon. Edward Finch 


Camelford, Cornwall. 


W. J. Deniſon, eſq. 


J. Angerſtein, eſq. 
Canterbury, City of. 

J. Baker, eſq. 

S. E. Sawbridge, eſq. | 

Cardiff, Town of. 
Lord James Evelyn Stuart 
Cardiganſhire. 

Thomas Johnes, eſq. 
Cardigan, Town of. 

Hon. John Vaughan 
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Carliſte, City of . | _ Cockermouth, Cumberland. 2 
John Chriſtian Curwen, eſq. John Baynes Garforth, eſq, 9 
Sir F. Vane, bart. Edward Burrow, eſq. 3 1 
Carmarthenſhire, Colcheſter, Efſex. * 
Sir James Hamlyn, bart. Robert Thornton, eſq. % 
Carmarthen, Town of. Lord Muncaſter ; 
M. D. Magens, eſq Corff-Caftle, Dorſetſhire, 
Carnarvonſtire. John Bond, eſq. 
Sir Robert Williams, bart. Henry Bankes, eſq. 
0 A Ne Cornwall, County of. 
rb | : Sir William Lemon, bart. Y 
Hon. 3 Paget Francis Gregor, eig. 4 
a „N. orfolk. Coventry, W Wire. | 
Horatio Churchill, eſq. * d, 
Charles Ch efter eſq. W. Wilbe Orce Bir elq. 
0 | | Nathaniel Jefferys, eſq. 
e. 
| i , Wilt 
* ohn Crewe, eſq. | — 5 
homas AY: eſq. TID Ip e 
en | Cumberland. 
Thomas Groſvenor, eſq. ; 
8 Sir Henry Fletcher, bart. 
John Lowther, eſq. 
Chicheſter, City of. | 
Right Hon. Thomas Steele Dartmouth, Devonſhire, 4 
George White Thomas, eſq. Edmund Baſtard, eſq. bw 
Chitpenham, Wike. Right Hon. John Charles Villiers 4 
James Dawkins, eſq. Denbighſhire. 3 
George rludyer, eſq. Sir Watkin Williams Wynne, bt. 3 
Chriſtchurch, Hampſhire. Denbigh, Town of. 
George Roſe, eſq. Richard Myddelton, eſq. 
W. Stewart Roſe, eſq. | Derlyſtire. $ J 
Cirenceſter, Glouceſterſhire. Right Hon. Lord John Cavendiſh | 
Robert Preſton, cſq. Edward Miller Mundy, efq. 
Michael Hicks Beach, eſq. 5 Derh, Town of. 
Clitheroe, Lancaſhire. Right Hon. Lord George Aug. 
Lord E. C. Cavendiſh Bentick Henry Cavendiſh 
Hon. Robert Curzon | Edward Coke, eſq. 


Mont. Prrr. 27.] DEBATES. 8 175 
d. , I Devizes, Wiltſhire. | Eſer, County of. 
Right Hon. Henry Addington, | Thomas Berney Bramſton, eſq. 
3 ſpeaker of the H. of Commons | John Bullock, eſq. 
$ oſhua Smith, eſq. Eveſham, Woreeſterſhire, 
W Devonſhire, Thomas "Thompſon, eſq. 
Lawrence Palk, eſq. Charles Thelluſſon, eſq. 
i 1 ohn Pollexfen Baſtard, eſq. ue, City . 
4 Dorſelſbire. John Baring, eſq. 
Francis- John Browne, eſq. Sir C. W. Bampfylde, bart. 
William Morton Pitt, eſq. Eye, Suffolt. 
5 Dorcheſter, Dor ſeiſbire. Hon. William Cornwallis 
"Francis Fane, eſq. Mark Singleton, eſq. 
. A an. Cropley A ſhley Flintſhire. 
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Dover, Kent. 


John Trevanion, efq. , 


harles Small Pybus, eſq. 
Downton, Wiltſhire, 


Hon. Edward Bouverie 
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I Sir William Scott, knight 


Droitwich, Worceſterſhire. 


1 Jlon. Andrew Foley 
A Sir Edward Winnington, bart. 


* 
xi 
—_— 


Dunwich, Suffolk. 
Pnowdon Barne, eſq. 
dir Joſhua Vanneck, bart. 
Durham, County of. 
Rowland Burdon, eſq. 
"Ralph Milbanke, eſq. 
Durham, Gity ot. 


William. Henry Lambton, eſq. 
Sir Henry- Vane "Tempeſt, bart. 


Eaft-Love, Cornwall. 
John Buller, eſq. ; 
William Graves, eſq. 


St. Edmenſbury, Suffolk. 


Sir Charles.Davers, bart. 


Lord Few 15 


Flint, Town of. 
Watkin Williams, eſq. 


Fowey, Cornwall. 


Philip Raſhleigh, eſq. 
Reginald Pole Carew, eſq. 


Gatton, & urrey. 
John Petrie, eſq. 
Sir Gilbert Heathcote, bart. 


St. Germain's, Cornwall. 


Hon. William Eliot 
Lord Grey 


Glamorganſhire. 
| Thomas Wyndham, eſq. 
| Glouceſterſhire. 
Hon. George Cranfield Berkelcy 
Marquis of Worceſter 
Glouceſter, City of. 
John Pitt, eſq. 
Henry Howard, eſq. 
Srampound, Cornwall. 
Bryan Edwards, eſq. 


Robert Sewell, eſq. 


Sir Roger Moſtyn, bt. (ſince dead) 
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Eaft Grinſtead, Suſſex. 


Nathaniel Dance, eſq. 


James Strange, eſq. 
Guildford, Surry. 
Hon. Thomas Onſlow 
Hon. Chapple Norton 
Hampſhire. 
Sir William Heathcote, bart. 
William Chute, eſq. 
Harwich, Eſex. 


John Robinſon, eſq. 


Richard Hopkins, eſq. 
Haſlemere, Surrey. 


James-Clarke Satterthwaite, eſq. 
James Lowther, eſq. 


Haſlings, Suſſex. 
Sir James Sanderſon 
Nicholas Vanſittart, eſq. 


Haverfordweſt, Pembroke * 
Lord Kenfington 


f Hel Non, C Cornwall. 


| Charles Abbot, eſq. 


Richard Richards, eſq. 


Herefordſhire. 
Right Hon. Thomas Harley 
Robert Biddulph, eſq. 


Hereford, City of. 
John Scudamore, eſq. (ſince dead) 
James —_— eſq. 
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© Grantham, Lincolſbire. Hertfurdfbire. 1 
George Sutton, eſq. W. Plumer, eſq. 
Simon Yorke, eſq. William Baker, eſq. 
Great Grimſby, Lincolſbire. . Hartford Town of. 
Aſeough Boucherett, eſq. John Calvert, eſq. 
William Melliſh, eſq. Nathanicl Dimſdale, eſq. 


| 


James Wildman, eſq. 


ö 


Sir C. Farnaby Radcliffe, bart. 


Heydon, Yorkſhire. 
Sir Lionel Darell, bart. 
Chriſtopher Atkinſon, eſq. 


Heytęſbury, Wilts. 
Viſcount Clifden 
Sir J. F. Leiceſter, bart. 


Higham Ferrers, Northamplonſbire. 
James Adair, eſq. 


H. indon, IWilts. 


M. G. Lewis, eſq. 


Honiton, Devonſhire. 


George Chambers, eſq. 
George Shum, eſq. 


Horſbam, Suſſex. 
Sir John Macpherſon, bart. 
James Fox, eſq. 


H. witingdonſbire.. 
Viſcount Hinchingbrook 
Lord Frederick Montague 


H untingdon, Tows of. 
W. H. Fellowes, eſq. 
John Calvert, jun. eſq. 


Hythe, Kent. 


William Evelyn, eſq. 


Lehe Aer, OY 
Sir Robert Clayton, bart. 


William Dickenſon, j jun. eq. 


ire. 
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Tofwich, Suffolk. 
Charles-Alexander Crickitt, eſq. 


Sir Andrew-Snape Hammond, bt. 


St. Ives, Cornwall. 


Winiam Praed, eſq. + 
Sir R. Carr Glynn, knight 


| Kent. 
Sir Edward Knatchbull, bart. 
Sir William Geary, bart. 


King's Lynn, Norfolk. 
Hon. Horatio Walpole 


Sir Martin-Browne Folkes, bart. 


King fon-upon- Hull, Yorkſhire. 
Samuel Thornton, eſq. 


Sir Charles Turner, bart. 


Knareſborough, Yorkſhire. 
James Hare, eſq. 


1 
ERK ct. Hon. Lord John Townſhend 


Lancaſhire. 
Thomas Stanley, eſq. 
John Blackburne, eſq. 


Lancaſter, Town of. 
John Dent, eſq. 
Richard Penn, eſq. 


Launcęſton, Corn wall. 


Hon. John Rawdon 


James Brogden, eſq. 
Leiceflerſbire. 
William Pochin, eſq. 
Hon. Penn-Aſheton Curzon 
Leicefler, Town of. 
Lord Randiffe 
Samuel Smith, efq. 


Leominſter, Herefordſhire. 
John Hunter, eſq. 
G. A. Pollen, efq. 


Vor. I. 


1 


D 


Leſteard, Cornwall. 


Hon. Edward-James Eliot 
Hon. John Eliot 


Leſtwithiel, Cornwall. 


Hans Sloane, eſq. 
William Drummond, eſq. 


Lewes, Suſſex. 


Hom, F. C. Pelham 
Thomas Kemp, eſq. 


Lincolyſtire. 


Robert Vyner, jun. eſq. 
Sir Gilbert Heathcote, bart. 


Lincoln, City of. 


Hon. George Rawdon 
Richard Elliſon, eſq. 


Litchfield, City of. 


Thomas Anſon, efq. 
Rt. Hon. Lord Granville-Leve- 


fon Gower 


Iſaac Gaſcoyne, eſq. 
Banaſtre Tarleton, eſq. 


. LonnoxN. 


William Curtis, eſq. 
John William Anderſon, eſq. 
William Luſhington, eſq. 

H. C. Combe, eſq. 


Ludlow, Shropſbire. 


Richard-Payne Knight, eſq. 
Hon. Robert Clive . 


Luggerſhall, Wiltſhire. 


Earl of Dalkeith 
Robert Everett, elq. 


Lyme Regis, 22 


Hon. Henry Fane 
Hon. Thomas Fane 
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Lymington, Hants, 
Sir Harry-Burrard Neale, bart. 
William Manning, efq. 
| Maidſtone, Kent. 
Matthew Bloxam, eſq. 
Oliver De Lancey, eſq. 
Malden, Eſſex. 
Joſeph Holden Strutt, eſq. 
Charles Callis Weſtern, eſq. 
Malmſbury, Wilts. 
P. J. Thelluſſon, eſq. 
S. Smith, eſq. 
Malton, Yorkſhire, 


Viſcount Milton 
William Baldwin, eſq. 


Marlborough, Wits. 
Hon. James Bruce 

Lord Bruce 
| Marlowv, Bucks. 


Thomas Williams, eſq. 
Owen Williams, eſq. 


St. Maw's, Cornwall. 
Sir William Young, bart. 
George Nugent, eſq. 

St. Michael, Cornwall. 


Sir Chriſtopher Hawkins, bart. 
Sir S. Luſhington, bart. 


Merionethſhire. 


Sir Rob. Williams Vaughan, bt. 


Midhurſt, Suſſex, 


Right Hon. Sylveſter Douglas 
Charles Long, eſq. 

Middleſex. 
William Mainwaring, eſq. 
Geotge Byng, eſq · 


Francis Lloyd, eſq. 


| Thomas Brooke, eſq. 


[CommoNs. 
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John Langſton, efq. 
Monmouthſhire. 


James Rooke, eſq. 
Charles Morgan, eſq. 


Monmouth, Town of. 
Charles Thompſon, eſq. 


Montgomeryſhire, 


1. 

Milbourne- Port, Somerſetſhire. bh 
Lord Paget 1 
Sir R. Ainſlie, bart. 1 
Minehead, Somerſetſhire, 9 
John Fownes Luttrell, eſq. 3 


8 
© "Ws LR dh * 
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Montgomery, T own of. 
Whitſhed Keene, eſq. 


Horpeth, Northumberland. 
Viſcount Morpeth 
William Huſkiflon, eſq. 
Newark, Nottinghamſhire. 
John Manners Sutton, efq. 
Mark Wood, eſq. 
Newcaſtle under Line, Staffordſhire. 
William Egerton, eſq. 
E. Wilbraham Bootle, eſq. 
Newcaſtle upon Tyne, Northumberland 


Sir Matthew White Ridley, bt. 
Charles Brandling, eſq. 


Newport, C ornewall. 
William Northey, eſq. 
Joſeph Richardſon, eſq. 

Newport, Hants. - 
J. C. Jervoiſe, eſq. 
E. Ruſhworth, eſq. 

Newton, Lancaſhire, 

Thomas-Peter Legh, eſq. 


Mire. 


. 


berland 


y, bt. 
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Newton, Hants. 
Sir Richard Worſley, bart. 
C. Shaw Le Fevre, eſq. 
orfolk. 
Sir John Wodehouſe, bart. 
Thomas-William Coke, eſq. 


Northallerton, Yorkſhure. 
Henry Peirſe, eſq. 
Hon. Edward Laſcelles 


Northamptonſhire. 


| Thomas Powys, eſq. 
= Francis Dickins, eſq. 


Northampton, Town of. 


Hon. Edward Bouverie 


Hon. Spencer Percival 


Northumberland. 


| Charles Grey, eſq. 


Thomas-Richard Beaumont, eſq. 
Norwich, City of. 


Right Hon. William Windham 
Hon. Henry Hobart 


Nottinghamſzire, 
Lord Wm. Cavendiſh Bentick 
Hon. Evelyn Picrrepoint 


Nottingham, Town of. 
Lord Carrington 
Daniel Parker Coke, eſq. 


Oathampton, Devonſbire. 
Thomas Tyrwhitt, eſq. 
Bateman Robſon, eſq. 

Orford, Suffolk. 


Lord Robert Seymour 
Hon. Robert Stewart 


Oxfordſhire. 
Lord Charles Spencer 


John Fane, eſq. 


DEBATES, 


Lord Milford 


Oxford, City of. 
Francis Burton, eſq. 
Henry Peters, eſq. 

Oxford, Univerſity of. 
Sir William Dolben, bart. 
Francis Page, eſq. T 
embrelgſbire. 


Pembroke, Town of. 
Hugh Barlow, eſq. 
Penryn, Cornwall. 
Thomas Wallace, eſq. 
William Meeke, eſq, 
eterborough, City of. 
Hon. Lionel Damer 
Richard Benyon, eſq. (ſince dead) 


Petersfield, Hants. 

William Jolliffe, eſq. 
Hilton jolliffe, eſq. 

Plymouth, Devonſhire. 
Sir Frederic Leman Rogers, bt. 
William Elford, efq, 

Plympton, Devonſhire, 
William Adams, eſq. 
William Mitchell, eſq. 


Pontefract, Yorkſhire. . 
John Smyth, eſq. 
Viſcount Galway 
Poole, Dorſetſhire. 
Hon. C. Stuart 
J. Jeffery, eſq. 
Portſmouth, Hants... 


Hon. Thomas Erſkine 


Lord Hugh Seymour 
Preſton, Lancaſhire. 


Sir Henry Philip Hoghton, bart. 


Lord Stanley 
D 2 
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Queenſcorough, Kent. 
John Sargent, eſq. 
Evan Nepean, eſq. 

Radnor, County of. 
Walter Wilkins, eſq. 

New Radnor. 
Viſcount Malden 
Reading, Berkffire. 

Francis Anneſley, eſq. 


Richard Aldworth Neville, eſq. 


£Eafl-Retford, Notts. 
William Petrie, eſq. 
Sir Wharton Amcotts, bart. 
Richmond, Yerkſhire, 
Hon. Laurence Dundas 
C. G. Beauclerk, ci. 
Ripon,. 7 orkbire. 
William Lawrence, eſq. 
Sir George Allanſon Winn, bt. 
Rocheſter, Kent. 
Sir Richard King, bart. 
Hon. Henry Tufton 
New Romney, Kent. 
John Fordyce, eſq. 
John Willett Willett, eſq. 
Rutlandſbire. 
Gerard Noel Edwards, eſq. 
Sir William Lowther, bart. 
Rye, Sufſex. 
Lord Hawkeſbury 


Robert Dundas, eſq. 


Ryegate, Surry. 
Hon. John Somers Cocks 
Joſeph Sidney Yorke, eſq. 
Salop, or Shroffhire. 
Sir Richard Hill, bart. 
John Kynaſton, eſq. 
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| George-Henry Roſe, eſq. 


[CoMmons. 


Saltaſh, Cornwall, 


Edward Bearcroft, eſq. 
Lord Macdonald 


Sandwich, Kent. 


Sir Philip Stephens, bart. 


Sir Horace Mann, bart. 


New Sarum, Wilts. 
William Huſſey, eſq. 
Hon. William-Henry Bouverie 
Old Sarum, Wilts. : 
George Hardinge, eſq. 
Earl of Mornington 
Scarborough, Yorkſhire. 
Hon. Edmund Phipps 
Lord Charles-Henry Somerſet 
Seaford, Suſſex. 
Charles-Roſe Ellis, eſq. 
George Ellis, eſq. 
S$daftſbury, Dorſetſhire. 
Paul Benfield, eſq. 


| Walter Boyd, eſq. 


Shoreham, Suſſex. 
Hon. C. William Wyndham 
Sir Cecil Biſhop, bart. 
Shrewſbury. 
Sir William Pulteney, bart. 
Hon. William Hill 
Somer ſetfhire. 
William Gore Langton, eſq. 
William Dickinſon, eſq. 
Southampton, Town of. 
James Amyatt, eſq. 


Southwark, Borough of. 


Henry Thornton, eſq. 
G. W. Thelluſſon, eſq. 
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3 ö Earl of Carysfort 


Staffordſhire. 
Earl Gower 


rr Edward Littleton, bart. 


Stafford, T own of. 


5 3 Hon. Edward Monckton 


Richard-Brinſley Sheridan, eſq. 
5 tamford, Lincolnſhire. 


R. H. Sir George Howard, K.B. 
(fince dead) 


Steyning, Suſſex. 
John Henniker Major, eſq. 


( 3 J. M. Lloyd, eſq. 


Stockbridge, Hampſhire. 
Joſeph Foſter Barham 
George Porter, eſq. 

Sudbury, Suffolk. 
William Smith, eſq. 
Sir James Marriott, bart. 
Suffolk. 

Sir C. Thomas Bunbury, bart. 


Viſcount Brome 


Surry. 


R. Hon. Lord William Ruſſell 
Sir John Frederick, bart. 


Suſſex. 
Right Hon. Thomas Pelham 


Charles Lenox, eſq. 


Tamworth, Staffordſhire. 
Robert Peel, eſq. 
Thomas Carter, ef, 

Taviſtock, Dfvonſhire. 
Right Hon. Richard Fitzpatrick 
Lord John Ruſſell 


Taunton, Somerſerſbire. 
William Morland, eſa. 
Sir Benjamin Hammet, knight 
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Tewkeſbury, Glouceſterſhire. 
James Martin, eſq. 
William Dowdeſwell, eſq. 

Thetford, Norfolk. 
Joſeph-Randyll Burch, eſq. 
John Harriſon, eſq. 3 | 
Thirſte, Yorkſbiles. © 

Sir Gregory-Page Turner, bart. 
Sir Thomas Frankland, bart. 


_Tiverton, Devonſhire 


| Right Hon. Dudley Ryder 


Hon. Richard Ryder 


T atneſs, Devonſhire. 
Lord George Seymour 
Lord Arden : 

T regoxy, Cornwall. 

Sir Lionel Copley, bart. 
John Nicholls, eſq. 

Truro, Cornwall. 
John-Leviſon Gower, eſq. - 
John Lemon, efſq. 

| Wallin 9 ford, Berkſhire, 


Sir Francis Sykes, bart. 
Lord Eardley 


Il areham, Dorſetſhire. 
Lord Robert Spencer 
Charles Ellis, efq. 


e | 
Sir George- AuFuſtus-William 
Shuckburgh-Evelyn, bart. 


Sir John Mordaunt, bart. 


Warwick, Town of. 


Hon. George Villiers 
S. R. Gauſſen, eſq. 


Wells, City of. 


Clement Tudway, eſq. 
C. W. Taylor, eſq. 
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Wendover, Bucks. 


J. H. Addington, eſq. 


George Canning, eſq. 
Wenlock, Shropſhire. 
Cecil Foreſter, eſq. 
Hon. John Simpſon 
Weobly, Herefordſhire. 
Lord George Thynne 
Lord John Thynne - 
- Weſtbury, Wiltſtire. 


Sir H. P. St. John Mildmay, bt. 


George Ellis, eſq. 
Weft Looe, Cornwall. 


John Buller, eſq. 
Sitwell Sitwell, cſq. 


Weſtminſter, City of. 
Right Hon. Charles-James Fox 
Sir Alan Gardner, bart. 
Weſtmoreland. 


Sir Michael Le Fleming, bart. 
James Lowther, eſq. 


Weymouth and Melcombe Regis. 
Sir James Pulteney, bart. 
Andrew Stuart, eſq. 
Gabriel-Tucker Steward, eſq. 
William Garthſhore, eſq. 

Whitchurch, Hampſhire. 
Hon. John-Thomas Townſhend 
Hon. William Brodrick 
Wigan, Lancaſhire. 
ohn Cotes, eſq. 
on. Orlando Bridgeman 
Wilton, Wiltſhire. 
Viſcount Fitzwilliam 
Philip Goldſworthy, eſq. 


Wiltſhire. 


- Ambroſe Goddard, eſq. 


H. Penruddock Wyndham, eſq. 


U 
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Minchelſea, Suffex . 
Richard Barwell, eſq. 
William Currie, eſq. 

Wincheſter, City of. 
Sir Richard Gamon, bart. 
Viſcount Palmerſton 


Windſor, Berkſhire. 


Hon. Robert-Fulke Greville 
H. Iſherwood, eſq. 


Woodflock, Oxfordſhire. 


Lord Lavington 


Worceſterſhire, 
Hon. Edward Foley 
William Lygon, eſq. 
Morcgſter, City of. 
Edmund Wigley, eſq. 
Abraharh Robarts, eſq. 
Wootton- Baſſett, Wiliſdire. 
John Denniſon, efq. 
Edward Clarke, eſq. 


Chipping-Wycombe, Buckinghamſhire. 
Earl of Wycombe 
Sir John-Daſhwood King, bart. 


' Yarmouth, Norfolk. 
Stephens Howe, eſq. 
Ld. C. Townſhend (ſince dead) 


Yarmouth, Hampſhire. 


Jervoiſe-Clerke Jervoiſe, eſq. 
Edward Ruſhworth, eſa. 


3 Yorkſhire. 
William Wilberforce, eſq. 


Hon. Henry Laſcelles 


Rv York, City of. 
Richard-Slater Milnes, eſq. 


Sir W. Mordaunt Milner, bart. 


[CoMmons, 


Sir H. Watkin Daſhwood, bart. 


{ONS, 


nſhire. 


bart. 
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SCOTLAND, 45. 


Aberdeenſhire. 
© James Ferguſon, eſq. 


Airſhire. 


Hugh Montgomery, elq- 


Argyllſbire. 


Lord Frederie Campell 


Bamſſſbire. 
William Grant, eſq. 


Berwick lire. 


Gcorge Baillie, jun. eſq. 


County of Caithneſs. 
Hon. Frederick Stuart 


County of Cromarty. 
Hon. Frederick Campbell 


Dumbartonſhire. 


Dumfriegſbire. 
Sir Robert Laurie, bart. 


Edinburghſhire, 
Robert Dundas, eſq. 


£, Zigſtire. 
James Brodie, eſq. x 


Fifeftire. 


Sir William Erſkine, bart. 


Forfarſhire. 
Sir David Carnegie, bart. 


Haddingtonſhire, 


Hew Hamilton Dalrymple, eſq. 


Inverneſsſhire. 
Simon Fraſer, jun. eſq. 
4 


Kincardineſhire. 
Robert Barclay, eſq. Ways in this 


county) 


Kinroſsſbire. 
Sir Ralph Abercrombie, K. B. 


Kirkcudbright Stewariry. 
Patric Heron, eſq. 


Lanerkſhire. 
Sir James Stuart Denham, bart. 


Linlithgowſhire. 
Hon. John Hope 
Orkney and Zetlandſbire. 
Robert Honeyman, eſq. 
Peelleſhire. 
William Montgomery, eſq. 
Perthſhire. 
Thomas Graham, eſq. 


Renfrewſhire. 
Boyd Alexander, eſq. 


Roſsſhire. 
Sir Charles Roſs, bart. 


Roxburghſhire. 
Sir George Dovglas, bart. 


Seltirkſhire. 
Mark Pringle, eſq. 


Stirlingſhire. 


* 


Hon. Sir G. Keith Elphinſtone, 


K. B. 

| Sutherlandſhire. 
James Grant, eſq. 

3 Mgtocvnſbire. 
Hon. William Stewart 
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Commons, 


ROYAL BOROUGHS. 


Edinburgh City. 
Right Hon. Henry Dundas 
Tain, Dingwall, Dornoch, Wick, and 
abr” irkevall. ; 
William Dundas, eſq. 
6— | Naira, and 


Forres. 


Sir Hector Monro, K. B. 
? Cullen, Kintore, and 
Elgin, * „ Kin _ 


VErrourie, 


Alexander Brodie, eſq. 


Aberdeen, Aberbrothock, Montroſe, 
Breibin, and In verber vie. 
Alexander Allardyce, eſq. 
Perth, Dundee, St. Andrews, For- 
far, and Cupar, 


David Scott, eſq. 
| Anſtruther Eaſt and Weſt Pittenween, 


Craill, and Kilrenny. 
John Anſtruther, eſq. 
Dyſart, Kirkaldy, Bruntiſſund, and 


Kinghorn. 


Sir James St. Clair Erſkine, bt. 


England and Wales - 


| Queensferry, and'Gulroſs. 
Hon. And. Cochrane Johnſtone 


Glaſgow, Dumbarton, Renfrew, and | 1 


/ Ruthlergen.. 


William Macdowall, eſq. 


Fedburgh, Haddington, Dunbar, 
North Berwick, and Lauder. 


Robert Baird, eſq. 


Selkirk. 
Viſcount Stopford 


Lockmaben, 


Hon. Alexander Hope 


loway, and Stranraer. 
John Spalding, eſq. 


Ayre, Irvine, R othſay, Inverary, and 


Cambletown, 


John Campbell, eſq. 


le, Lanerk, Zen and | 


* a 9 
2 
1 
i, 


Stirling, Innerliben, Dumfarmlin, 


Dumfries, Saxqubar, Kirkcudbright, ö ; 


4 


| Wigtown, Whitchaven, New Gal. if 
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| ; 1 HOUSE OF LORDS. 
| Tueſday, 21th September, 


The Lord Chancellor acquainted the Houſe, that His Majeſty 
1 not thinking fit to be perſonally preſent here this day, had been 
$. 3 pleaſed to cauſe a Commiſſion to be iſſued under the Great Seal, in 
order to the opening and holding of this Parliament. 

Then three of the Lords Commiſſioners being ſeated on a form, 
placed between the Throne and the Woolſack, the Lord Chan- 
Neeuor in the middle, with the Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury on 
Y his right hand, and the Lord Preſident on his left, commanded 
the Gentleman Uſher of the Black Rod to let the Commons know 
the Lords Commiſſioners deſire their immediate attendance in this 
ouſe, to hear the Commiſſion read; who being come, 

= The Lord Chancellor ſaid, 

« My Lords, and Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commans, 

« His Majeſty, not thinking fit to be preſent here this day in 
His Royal Perſon, has been pleaſed, in order to the opening and 
holding of this Parliament, to cauſe letters patent to be paſſed 
under His Great Seal, conſtituting us, and ſeveral other Lords 
therein named, his Commiſſioners to do all things in His Ma- 
jeſty's name, on his part neceſſary to be performed in this par- 
liament. This will more fully appear by the letters patent 
themſclves, which muſt now be read.” 

Then the ſaid letters "YT were read by. the clerk : which done, 


wx. , 


The Lord Chancellor ſai 
« My Lords, and Geniiamen, 

« We have it in command from His Majeſty to let you know, 
that His Majeſty will, as ſoon as the Members of both Houſes 
* ſhall be ſworn, in perſon declare to you the' cauſes of his call- 
ing this Parliament; and it being neceflary a Speaker of the Houſe 
of Commons ſhould be firſt choſen, it is His Majeſty's pleafure 
that you, Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, repair to the 
place where you are to fit, and Mere to proceed to the choice of 
ſome proper perſon to be youy- Speaker, and that you preſent 
ſuch perſon, whom you ſhall ſo chooſe, here to-morrow at twelve 
* oclock, for His Majeſty's Royal Approbation.“ 


HOUSE OF COWMONS, _ 


The Lord High Steward (Duke of Dorlet}.attended to ſwear i in 
uch Members as were in their place. * 
In conſequence of a meſſage from the Lords, by the Uther of 


9 the Members that were ſworn in, proceeded to the 
OL. I. E 


. 
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Upper Houſe in order to hear His Majeſty's Commiſſion read for | 
the opening of Parliament. After their return to their own Houſe, | 
the firſt buſineſs of the Commons was to chooſe a Speaker. | 
Lord F. CAMPBELL roſe and ſaid, 
Mx. Hars:rLi, " 
In obedience to His Majeſty's commands, and in the exerciſe . 
of the antient and undoubted right of this Houſe — we are now 
aſſembled for the purpoſe of electing a fit perſon to fit in that chair, 
and to be our Speaker —that is, to eſtabliſh order, regularity, 
temper, diſpatch, and of courſe, effect, in all our proceedings; 
and this at a time when the very being of this country, and the 
quiet perhaps of all Europe, depend upon the wiſdom and the re- 
ſult of our deliberations. 0 
In looking round this Houſe, we ſee many men of great abili- 
ties, ſplendid talents, greater abilities than perhaps ever adorned 
this or any other country. Some there are, who to great abilities 
have added great induſtry in ſearching out the grounds and princi- # 
ples upon which the orders of this Houſe, and the law of Parlia- 
ment have been ſo wiſely framed -- many we know have, and I truſt 
all, in this parliamerit will look with a jealous eye to the rights and 
privileges of this Houſe. £ 
In an aſſembly fo conſtituted, there cannot be wanting many 
perſons who might fill that chair with credit to themſelves and ad- 
-vantage to the public—but in this hour cf difficulty and danger, 
we have no occaſion to reſort to * is a ſafe} 
unerring guide. 
Fortunately for us, and the Comnr.ons of Great Britain whom | 
we repreſent, there is a gentleman returned to this Parliament, 
who, year after year in that chair, has ſhewn that he is able to in- 
ſtruct the wiſeſt, and ready to aſſiſt the weakeſt. Who in that 
chair has ſhewn a mind as independent as his fortune—Who in 
that chair has ſhewn a temper not to be ruffled ; — a firmneſs not to 
be ſhaken ſure preſages. of rigid uniform impartiality—Whv in 
chair has watched over the rights and privileges of this Houſe, 
as over the palladium of the libertics of our tree Conſtitution, fin- 
gularly free Conſtitution, where men may be at once true to Frec- 
dom and faithful to their King —who in that chair bu 
I will no longer preſs upon the delicate feelings of a truly great 
mind, but haſten to make that propoſal, which with infinite fatis- 
faction I perceive the whole Houſe are impatient that J ſhould make, 
which is, that the right honourable 'Henry Addington be called to 
the chair of this Houſe to be our Speaker. 
"Mr. POW VS ſaid, that he had never on any occaſion fifen wit 
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23 PARLIAMENTARY [Commons. 
no inſtance he had endeavoured to ſuppreſs the freedom of opinion 


Af he had never evinced partiality in the exerciſe of his functions 


—if his carriage had been calculated to impreſs the higheſt reſpect % 
upon every*mind—if his manners had gained the eſteem and con- 
ciliated the regard even of thoſe who, unfortunately, were little 
diſpoſed to agree upon other matters, he would not be thought too 
ſanguine in his hopes of the ſucceſs of the noble Lord's motion, 
which he had the honour to ſecond. 9 

It was not however the motion of the noble Lord; it was not 
the weight of that Lord's character, great as it deſervedly was; it 


was not his own humble exertions that could influence the deoiſion of 


the Houſe ; the noble Lord and himſelf were but the inſtruments of 
bringing forward a propolition which, he already perceived, met 
with the general approbation of all parties. In that approbation, 
and in the cordial aſſent with which the right honourable Henry 
Addington would be called to the chair, the voice of mo mover Fo 
and of. the feconder would be loſt. % 

General TARLETON faid, he chearfully ſubſcribed to every 
word and ſentiment. uttered by the noble Lord who made the mo- 
tion, and in ſome points he coincided with the honourable gentle- 
man who followed him. But though he differed materially with 
him in others, he would not detain the houſe in explaining his ob- 
jections, becauſe other more ſuitable ern would occur of 
ſo doing. 

He then obſerved, that he thought a more eligible perfon to Fill 
the high office of Speaker, could not be found within the walls of 
the Houſe of Commons. The right honourable gentleman was li- 
berally endowed by nature, and adorned with valuable and claſſical 
attainments. The General continued —he could not employ a bet- 
ter word than experience, which the noble Lord had made uſe 
of, and with his permiſſion he would adopt it. The Houſe has 
had experience of the urbanity of the right honourable gentleman's 
manners—his attention to the buſineſs of the Houſe, and of his 
adherence to the principles of the Conſtitution. Theſe were great 
and powerful recommendations, independent of any others, at the 
important crifis in which he was addreſſing himſelf to a new Houſe 

of Commons: but there was another circumſtance which had not 
| hitherto. been mentioned, and which operated powerfully upon his 
mind ;—for in the forms of the Houſe, and in the dignity-of the 

Chair; thoſe who fat on the fide of the Houſe from whence he was 
| ſpeaking, would find the beſt protection, and the ampleſt ſecurity 
againſt inſolent majorities and the encroachments of power. 

Mr. ADDINGTON faid it would be peculiarly gratifying to 
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pinion . ming, if conſiſtently with that reſpect which he owed the Houſe; 
ions he could ſuffer the motion to paſs without any obſervation. He 


oould not be ſuppoſed to be deficient in gratitude to the noble mover, 
nd the honourable ſeconder, for their public declarations, and for 
1 by hat confidence and eſteem which had long been to him the ſource 
5 * ff pride and ſatisfaction in the intercourſes of private life; neither 
W-011d he be inſenſible to the liberal manner in which the motion 
ad veen ſupported by the honourable General; leaſt of all could he 
vas not Ne ſuppoſed to be wanting in reſpect to the Houſe and to the Office, 
'as ; It nich he confidered to be not leſs honourable, nor leſs important 
ifion of chan any that could be filled by a ſubject. What indeed could be 


ents of vore horiourable than an office conferred by the people, through 
d, met he medium of their repreſentatives ; what more important than an 
bation, fee, whoſe duties, if well diſcharged, conferred honour on that 
Henry ranch of the Legiſlature more immediately connected with the peo- 


mover le. But the arduous office required a great combination of talents, 
| combination rarely to be met with; were he to enumerate them, 


o every ie was ſure that the detail would preſent very ſerious obſtacles to the 
he mo- 4 paſſing of the preſent motion. — When he looked to the ſituation and 
gentle- 1 o the nature of it, he felt a deep anxiety, not ſolely on his own ac- 
ly with i Wcount, but on account of the Houſe itſelf. The noble Lord and 
his ob- the honourable gentleman had been pleaſed to allude to his former 
>ccur of MlconduRt ; to that conduct it was impoſſible for him to advert, with- 

ert the moſt grateful recollections. Since the experience of laft 
n to fill Parliament had been mentioned, he could not omit this opportuni- 
walls of ey of expreſſing his ſenſe of the indulgence he had received from 


n was li- t, and of the need which he had of that indulgence. On entering 


| claſſical 6 pon the office which he had then the honour to hold, he brought 
oy a bet- With him a firm attachment to the Conſtitution of the country, 
made uſe {Without which no man was worthy to be a member of that Houſe, 
ouſe has nd he was free to ſay, that he had never intentionally ſwerved 
itleman's rom that integrity which it was ſo ſatisfactory, on recolleQion, to 
ad of his have preſerved in any ſituation, nor from that independence which 
vere great ¶ ¶ was ſo nectflary in that diſtinguiſhed ſituation to which he had been 
s, at the raiſed by the voice of that Houſe. In the maintenance of its 
ew Houſc rules, and the diſpatch of bufineſs, on which its character and dig- 
| had not ity ſo much depended, he confeſſed himſelf infinitely indebted, - 
upon his Pot merely for the ſupport which he had uniformly received in his 
ity-of the {Wtficial capacity, but alſo for that moſt gracious indulgence which 
ce he was e had frequently experienced, and for which he now returned his 
ſt ſecurity | t acknowledgements to every individual without diſtinction. 


He would not detain the Houſe any longer, but conclude with ex- 
preſſing his earneſt wiſh that their deciſion, in which he ſhould moſt 
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ne Commons of Great Britain, in Parl;ament aſſembled, have, in 
. purſuance of his Royal directions, and according to their undoubtcd i 
Tights, proceeded to the election of one of their Members to be 


urge no other reaſons to induce his Majeſty to give.his faithful WM 


| knowledge, wiſdom, and ſufficiency. And His Majeſty hath com- 
 arhich his Commons have made: and we do, by virtue of Hi 
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reſpectfully acquieſce, might be dictated by wiſdom directed to the 
_ebllc benefit. 1 
Mr. Addington was then called t to the chair by the unanimons 3 is 
voice of the Houſe, and when he had taken it, he returned his 
warmeft thanks for the honour they had done him, the value of | 
which, he faid, was much enhanced by the way in which it was 
conferred. 1 
Mr. Secretary DUN DAS congratulated the Speaker upon the 
fituation to which he was raiſed, and he at the ſame time congra- | j 
tulated the Houſe and the public upon the office being. filled by a 
perſon who was fo eminently calculated to diſcharge its functions. 1 
As there was nothing which he could ſay which had not been anti. # 
cipated:by the public feeling, he would not dwell longer upon the 
ſubject, but would merely move the adjournment of the Houſe. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Wedneſday, 28th September. 


_ Several Lords took the oaths. | 
Ihen three of the Lords Commiſſioners being in their robes, 
and ſeated as on the preceding day, commanded the Col 
Uther of the Black Rod to let the Commons know, that the Lords Y 
Commiſſioners deſired their immediate attendance in the Houſe of | i 
Lords : | 

Who being come, Mr. * ſaid, | j 

My Lords, His Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjeQs, the Wl 


their Speaker. Among ſo many of them, better qualified for this 
high and important truſt, their choice has again fallen upon me. p 
His Majeſty muſt, I am afraid, have obſerved; ſo many imper- 
in my conduct, during the, laſt Parliament, that I need Wi 


Commons an opportunity of preſenting one worthier of ere choice, 
and His Majeſty's Royal approbation. 
Then the LORD CHANCELLOR faid, 
Mr. Addington, Your conduct, during the laſt Parliament, in 
that important truſt to which you are now again called, hath given 


His Majeſty the fulleſt and moſt. convineing proof of your great 


manded us to let you know, that he entirely approves the choice 


% 
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Majeſty's commiſſion, and in his name, allow and confirm you to 
e their Speaker. 
nimons © Then Mr. SPEAKER ſaid, 
ed his | 1 My Lords, It is my duty to refign myſelf, as I do, to His Ma- 
alue of Þ s determination; and to beſeech His Majeſty's acceptance of 


Mons. 1 
to the 


it was moſt humble and dutiful acknowledgements for this freſh mark 
bt! 4 f his grace and favour. I have had ſuch ample experience of His 

YN the 1 ajeſty's goodneſs, that, for my encouragement in the execution of 
congra- his great truſt, I cannot doubt of His Majeſty's making all juſt 


ed by 2 Ulowances for my failings, of his pardon for all my future invo- 
8. 3 Nuntary errors, at leaſt that they may not be imputed to his faithful 
en anti- 7 ommons. That they may be the better enabled to do their duty 
o His Majeſty and their country, I do, in their name, and on 
bei behalf, by humble petition to His Majeſty, lay claim to all 
oeir ancient rights and privileges; particularly that their perſons, 
#4 heir eſtates, and ſervants, may be free from arreſts, and all mo- 
ectations; that they may enjoy liberty of ſpeech in all their de- 
bates; may have acceſs to His Majeſty's royal perſgn whenever 


bes, occaſion ſhall require; and that all their proceedings may receive 
robes 3 


oom His Majeſty the moſt favourable conſtruction. 
mommy | 1 Then the LORD CHANCELLOR faid—Mr. Speaker, We 
10 4 


5 ave it in command from the King to acquaint you, that His Ma- 
louſe of zeſty is fully perſuaded of the prudence and temper of this Houſe = 
Commons, as well as of their duty and loyalty. 

9 And we do, by virtue of His Majeſty's commiſſion, ak in bis ä 
s, the ame, declare to you, that the King grants and allows to them all 
have, in heir privileges in as full and ample manner as they have at any 
ndoubted dime heretofore been granted or allowed by His Majeſty, or 1 of 
rs to be is royal predeceſſors. 

As to hat concerns yourſelf, Sir, though His Majeſty + is con- 
inced, that a perſon of your wiſdom and diſeretion ean never ſtand 


y imper need of that pardon which your modeſty hath induced you to aſk; 
yet His Majeſty hath commanded us to aſſure you, that you may 

s faithful ely upon his gracious ſupport and acceptance in your execution of 

ar choice his high-and important charge; and that he will put the moſt fa- 


ourable conſtruQion upon all your words and actions. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


A number of Members being met, and the Speaker 8 taken 
he chair, the Uſher of the Black Rod came with a meſſage from 
he Houſe of Peers, commanding the Members of the honourable - 
Houſe of Commons to give their attendance, to preſent 1%.cir 
peaker for II is Majeſty's approbation. The 3 and all the 
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Members preſent went to the Houſe of Lords accordingly ; and being 
returned, the Speaker addreſſed himſelf to the Houſe from the chair 
In nearly the following words : Is 
It is my duty to acquaint you, that this Houſe has been in the 
Houſe of Peers, where His Majeſty, by commiſtion, has been gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to approve of your choice in the appointment you 
have made of a Speaker, and fo grant and allow the Members of 
this honourable Houſe their petition and claim of all their ancient 3 $1 
Tights and privileges, in as full and ample a manner as they have 
deen heretofore enjoyed by their predeceſſors. It is farther His A 
Majeſty's gracious pleaſure that the perſons, eſtates, and ſervants of NF 
Members of this Houſe, ſhall be free from any arreſt or moleſta- 6 | 
tion whatever ; and that they ſhall be allowed freedom of ſpeech 4 : 7X 
In their debates, as well as uncontrolled acceſs to His Majeſty's 
It is now my duty to repeat to this Houſe my moſt grateful and 
humble acknowledgements for the proof they have given me of this i 
eſteem ; in the choice they have made, it became me to acquieſce, il 
and I have naw only to expreſs my earneſt hope, that my conduct a 
may always be ſuch as ſhall prove the high ſenſe I entertain of the 
obligation conferred on me. There may be many occaſions when 8 
it will undoubtedly be neceſſary for me to rely on the indulgence of 
this Houſe. That I ſhall receive that indulgence I have not a 
doubt. I rely on the exertions of the Houſe in ſupporting its own 
dignity and privileges, by rendering me this uniform aſſiſtance in 
enforcing the ſtricteſt obſervance of the rules and orders of the 
| Houſe, on the due obſervance of which-depends its very exiſtence. 
This ſupport J have heretofore amply received, and J truſt I ſhall i 
receive it in future. 1 
It is now my duty to ſtate, that the firſt proceedings of this 
Houſe will be to adminiſter the oaths required by act of Parliament * 
to ſuch of the Members as have not yet taken them. 6 
| The oaths were then adminiſtered to ſuch Members as attended. 


Thurſday, September 29, and Friday, September 30. 


The oaths were adminiſtered to ſuch Members as has not peo- 
viouſly been ſworn. | 
Adjourned to Wedneſday 5th October. 


| a Wedneſday, 5th October. 


PER 
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| Thurſday, 6th October. 


= A Messacr from His Majeſty was delivered by Sir Francis 
$K EMolyncux, Gentleman Uſher of the Black Rod. 


the Mir. SPEAKER, 


3 
Bi. 8 2 * 
A 


ra- A . King commands this hanourable Houſe ts attend His Majeſty 

you EE mmediately in the Houſe of Peers. 

| of W = Accordingly, Mr. Speaker, with the Houſe, went up to attend 

[ent | is Majeſty ; and being returned, 

8 A bill for the more effectual preventing Clandeſtine Outlawries 

His Was read the firſt time. 

of Reſolved, That this bill be read a ſecond time. 

ſta- ZF Mr. Speaker reported that the Houſe had attended His Majeſty 

wil In the Houſe of Peers, where His Majeſty was pleaſed to make a 
voſt gracious ſpeech from the throne to both Houſes of Parliament; 

3 2A f which, Mr. Speaker ſaid, he had, to prevent miſtakes, ak 

and ** copy, which he read to the Houſe, and is as follows; viz. 

this x My Lords, and Gentlemen, 

ſce, _ 1 is a peculiar ſati faction to me, in the preſent conjunflure of af- 

uct 3 fairs, to recur to your advice, after the recent opportunity which has 

5 3 een given for collecting the fenſe of my people, engaged in a difficult 


I have omitted no endeavours for ſetting on foot negotiations to reſtore 
beace to Europe, and to ſecure for the future the general tranquillity. 
T he fleps which I have taken for this purpoſe have at length opened the 
_ way! an immediate and direct negotiation, the iſſue of which muſt 
geiler produce the defirable end of a juſt, hmourable, and ſolid peace 
In, us, and for our allies, or muſt prove, beyond diſpute, to what 
_ uſe alone the prolongation of the calamities of war muſt be aſcribed. 
I. ſhall immediately ſend a perſon to Paris with full prwers to treat 
er this object, and it is my anxious wiſh that this meaſure may lead 
„ the reſtoratian of general peace: but you muſt be ſenſible that nothing 
can /o much contribute to give effect to this deſire, as your manifeſting 
that we poſſeſs both the determination and the reſourtes to oppoſe, with 
increaſed aftivity and energy, the farther efforts with which we may 
have to contend. 

You will feel this peculiarly neceſſary at a moment when the enemy 
has openly manifeſted the intention of attempting a deſcent on theſe king- 
dms. — It cannot be doubted what would be the iſſue of ſuch an enter- 
priſe ; but it befits your wiſdom to negle no precautions that may either 
preclude the attempt, or ſecure the Jpeedieft means of turning it to the 
confuſion and ruin of the enemy. 

In reviewing the events of the year, you will have obſerved that, by 


the "= and exertians of my navy, our extenſive and increafing com- 
OL. I, F 


and Ine nnd far the preſervation of all that is moſt dear to us, 


. 
3 aft a 5 4. 
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1 


merce has been protected to a degree almaſt beyond example, and lie | 8 
Feels F the enemy have far the greateſt part of the year, been blacked i 
up in their own ports. 

The operations in the Eaſt and Weſt Indies have been highly hz. 
nourable to the Britiſh arms, and praductive of great national advan- 
tage; and the valeur and gad conduct of my forces, bath by ſea and | 
land, have been eminently conſpicugus. 

The fortune of war an the continent has been more various, and the . 
progreſs of the French armies threatened, at one period, the utm:/! * I 3 


* 


danger to all Europe ; but from the hongurable and dignified perſeve- Þ 


1 


_.. 4 
r 


rance of my ally the Emperor, and fram the intrepidity, diſcipline, ans 
invincible ſpirit of the Auſtrian ferces, under the auſpicious conduct f 
the Archduke Charles, ſuch a turn has lately been given ie the courſe f 
the war, as may inſpire a well-grounded confidence that the final reſult * 
of the campaign will prove more diſaſtrous to the enemy than its cani- 
mencement and progreſs for a time were favourable to their hopes. 

The apparently h:ftile diſpsfitions and conduct of the Court of Ma- 
drid have led to diſcuſſions of which I am nat yet enabled io acquaint 3 
you with the final reſult ; but I am confident that whatever may le 
their iſſue, I ſball have given ts Europe a farther prof of my madera- 
tion and forbearance ; and I can have ns doubt of your determination t1 | 
defend, againſt every aggreſſim, the dignity, rights, and intereſts , 
the Britiſh empire. 

Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 

J rely on your zeal and public ſpirit for ſuch ſupplies as you may 
think neceſſary fir the ſervice of the year. It is a great ſatisfa&im 
te me to objerve that, nottuithſtanding the temporary embaraſſments | 
which have been experienced, the flate of the commerce, manufactures, 
and revenue of the country, proves the real extent and ſolidity of cur | 
reſources, and furniſhes you ſuch means as muſt be equal 4 any exer- 
tions which the preſent criſis may require. 

My Lords, and Gentlemen, = 

The diſtreſſes which were in the laſt year experienced from the ſcar- 
city of corn are nau, by the bleſſing of Gad, happily remsved, and an 
abundant harveſt affirds the pleaſing proſpect of relief in that importaut 
article i the lab;»ring claſſes of the community. — Our internal tran- 
quillity has alſs continued und. iſturbed—the general attachment of my 
people ta the Britiſh Conſtilution has appeared on every occaſion, and the 
endeavours of thoſe who wiſhed to introduce anarchy and confuſion int? 
Ibis country, have been repreſſed by the energy and wiſdom of the laws. 

To defeat all the deſigns of our enemies, to reſtore to my people the 
bleſſings of a ſecure and honouralle peace, le maintain invislate their 
religion, laws, and liberty, and t9 deliver duun unimpaired to the la- 
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the 9 n poſterity, the glory and happineſs of theſe kingdoms, is the conſtant 
ocked we iſh of my heart, and the uniferm end of all my aftiins. In every 
'F 7 aſure that can conduce to theſe «bjefts, I am confident F receiving the 


's 
* 


Ppinion upon public affairs. Under this impreſſion he ſtood forward. 
We truſted that the ſentiments avowed in His Majeity's ſpeech, 
ould tend to reconcile that variety and oppoſition of ſentiment 


a- 
2 * 
7 


22 


65 1 n, zealous, and afſectionate ſupport of my parliament. 
van- SE Viſcount MORPETH, (fon of the Earl of Carliſle) roſe 
and 5 > move the addreſs. His Lordſhip faid, as he was not in the 
1 abit of addreſſing that Houſe, he hoped he ſhould experience its 
7 the 1 dulgence on the preſent occaſion. He felt however ſomewhat 
'm:/ji 1 boldencd, from the conſideration of the contents of the ſpeech 
eve- 2 't ey had juſt heard, and which, he flattered himſelf, woyld meet 
and 3 he cordial approbation of the Houſe. He conſidered it more 
4 if 8 zculiarly incumbent upon thoſe who had the honour of a ſeat in 
ſe of bY Mat Houſe, to come forward, as early as poſſible, to give their 
3 


hich had hitherto ſubſiſted; for, whatever opinions gentlemen 


ant right have entertained with reſpect to the origin of the war, and 
ry be he manner in which it had been conducted, it muſt aſſuredly give 
p LY . 

era- | 


ö 2 em ſatisfaction to concur in a motion which had for its object the 
n 1) &xpcditing of an honourable peace. Thoſe who thought that this 
5 of aas a war juſt and neceflary in its commencement, and unavoid- 

oiee in its continuance, muſt alſo rejoice that the period is arrived 
n which a negociation may be entered into; that there exiſted in 
rance a government of a ſtability and permanence that might 
with ſafety be treated with. They muſt all be happy that ſteps 
ad been taken to enter into a negociation, that a paſſport was 
rrived for a Miniſter from this country to proceed to Paris. He 
hoped that ſuch negociation would come t) a favourable itſue, but ſan- 
uine as he was in that hope, he did not wiſh that we ſnould neglect 
' adopt thoſe meaſures of activity that might tend to Facilitate that 
bed. He hopcd alſo, that we ſhould not ncgleR employing our 
eſourees to the utmoſt advantage, and that we ſhould ſhew that 
mile we are deſirous for peace, we are nevertheleſs in a condition 
o continue the conteſt, and that, if ncc2ffary, we can redouble 


may 
ion 4% 
ents 
ires, 
cur i 
cer- i 


un- dur efforts for the continuance of the war, by continuing if poſſible 
9 dy inercaſing our exertions, we ſhould be prepared whatever might 
{ the 


de the iſſue of negociation ; if ſucceſsful, the Houſe would have 

he pride and ſatisfaction of having placed the country in that re- 

pectable ſtate of defence, which enabled it to treat on juſt and 

1nourable terms; if unſucceſsful, we ſhould have at leaſt the con- 

olation of having contributed as much as poſſible to the ſecurity 

and prot Aion of the country, and having prepared it for that pain- 
| F 2 


5 
9 
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% 


ful, though ey, alternative, the continuation of an obſtinate 
war. He was glad to obſerve, that if this painful alternative 
ſhould become unavoidable, our reſources would be adequate; and 
here he muſt obſerve, that the ſpeech from the Throne was fully 
juſtified, fully as to the condition of our trade and commerce : 
they certainly were flouring to a high degree, as was evinced by 
the produce of the duties upon our imports and exports, and by the 
general ſtate of our revenue. It was a fact upon which reliance | 5 
might be placed, that our exports for the laſt half year exceeded 
by two millions ſterling the amount of the half Fear, which cor- 

reſponded with it in the preceding year. This'was a matter that 

muſt afford them the utmoſt ſatisfaction, ſince it incontrovertibly 

proved that the commerce of the country was progreſſively increaſing, 
and its reſources inexhauſted. Let it be remembered alſo that our 


commercial proſperity has riſen to ſuch a pitch during a period of 3 j 


war, and amidſt all the preſſure with which it was accompanied. 
It was alſo a ſource of the higheſt exultation, that the naval cha- 


racter of the country ſtood upon as reſpectable a footing as it ever Wo 


had done at any former period. —Great Britain till held the domi- Wi 
nion of the ſea, and the valour of our fleets and armies had ob- 


tained for us new and ſplendid acquiſitions in the Eaſt Indies and 4 hp 


the Weſt. In Europe, it was true, the courſe of events had not 
been ſo gratifying, but of late they had much improved. Aſto- 
mſhed and diſmayed as they muſt have been at the ſuccefſes of our 
enemies in the former part of the campaign, thoſe ſuccefſes had 4 
been effectually checked, and their dreaded conſequences prevent- 
ed by the bravery of our Auſtrian allies, and by the wiſe and Wn 
heroic conduct of the Archduke Charles, who had defeated the 
gigantic projects, and rendered nugatory the boaſted ſucceſſes of i 
our foes. With regard to the conduct of Spain, as there was 
nothing final upon that ſubject before the Houſe, he thought it his % 
duty to abſtain from comments upon it. He believed, however, i 
that, if the ifſue ſhould be unfortunate, no blame would be fairly 
imputable to the adminiſtration of this country. As to our inter- 
nal ſituation, we had witneſſed it for ſome time paſt with joy and 
exultation, and had reaſon to congratulate His Majeſty and the 
people at large upon our auſpicious proſpect in that reſpect. We 
had been favoured with an abundant harveſt, and the greateſt 
plenty was now ſecured to the people of theſe kingdoms. Viewing, 
as he did, the ſituation of our affairs in all reſpects, he thought 
he did not hope for too much when he hoped the Houſe would ſup- 
port him in the motion with which he ſhould have the honour of 
concluding, as he truſted it would be one ftep towards the attain- 
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ment of a peace that would be honourable to this nation. He 
concluded with moving: 


That an humble addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty, to re- 


7 | turn His Majeſty the thanks of this Houſe for his moſt gracious 
ppeech from the throne. 


I « To aſſure His Majeſty, that we are deeply ſenſible of His 
"RT Majeſty's parental regard for the intereſt of his ſubjects, in having 


omitted no endeavours for ſetting on foot negociations to reſtore 
peace to Europe, and to ſecure for the future the general tran- 


quillity. 
That we rejoice to learn, that the ſteps which have been taken 


for this purpoſe have at length opened the way to an immediate and 


| 3 direct negociation, which, we doubt not, will be ſo conducted on 


, Majeſty's part, as either to produce the defirable end of a juſt, 


'Y honourable, and folid peace for us and for our allies, or to prove, 
RE beyond diſpute, to what cauſe alone the prolongation of the cala- 


mities of war muſt be aſcribed. 

« 'That we join with His Majeſty in an anxious wiſh, that the 
ſep which His Majeſty propoſes to take of ſending a perſon to 
Paris, with full powers to treat, may lead to the reſtoration of 
general peace; but we are fully ſenfible, that nothing can ſo muc!: 
contribute to give effect to this deſire as manifeſting that we poſ- 
ſeſs both the determination and the reſources to oppoſe, with en- 
creaſed activity and energy, the farther efforts with which we may 
have to contend. 

That we muſt, indeed, feel this to be peculiarly neceſſary 
when an intention has been openly manifeſted of attempting a 
deſcent on theſe kingdoms ; and that although it cannot be doubt- 
ed what would be the iſſue of ſuch an enterprize, we deem it an 
indiſpenſable duty to neglect no precautions that may either pre- 
clude the attempt, or to ſecure the ſpeedieſt means of turning it to 
the confuſion and ruin of the enemy. 

* That in reviewing the events of the year we have not failed 
to obſerve, with a juſt ſatisfaction, that by the ſkill and exertions of 
His Majeſty's navy our extenſive and inereaſing commerce has been 
protected to a degree almoſt beyond example ; and that the fleets 
of the enemy have, for the greateſt part of the year, been blocked 
up in their own ports. 

We conſider the operations in the Eaſt and Weſt Indies as 
productive of great national advantage, and as diſplaying the valour 
and good conduct of His Majeſty's forces, both by ſea and land, 
in a ＋ ny highly honourable to the Britiſh arms. 

% That having contemplated, with anxious folicitude, the va- 


— 
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rious fortune of war on the Continent, and the danger with which 
all Europe was at one time threatened, we reflect, with propor- 


tionable admiration and joy, on the honourable and dignified per- 


ſeverance of His Majeſty's ally the Emperor; and on the intrepi. 
dity, diſcipline, and invincible ſpirit, of the Auſtrian forces, under 4 
the auſpicious conduct of the Archduke Charles, and we entertain 
the moſt ſanguine hope, that, from the turn lately given to the 
courſe of the war, the final reſult of the campaign may prove more i 


diſaſtrous to the enemy, than its commencement and progreſs for a 
time were favourable to their hopes. 9 

«© That, while we regret the hoſtile diſpoſitions and conduct on Ml 
the part of the Court of Madrid, which have led to the diſeuſſions 


now depending, we entertain a juſt confidence, that, whenever 9 
His Majeſty ſhall be enabled to acquaint us with the final refult, a 
farther proof will be given to Europe of the temper and prudence 


which govern His Majeſty's proceedings; and we cannot too ſtrong- 
Iy expreſs to His Majeſty our fixed determination to ſupport His 
Majeſty with our lives and fortunes in defending, againſt every ag- 
greſſion, the dignity, rights, and intereſts, of the Britiſh empire. 

To affure His Majeſty, that he may, at all times, rely on 
tue zcal and affection of his faithful Commons for ſuch ſupplies as 
may be neceſſary for the ſervice of the year; and that it muſt 
afford us the moſt cordial ſatisfaction to find that, notwithſtanding 
the temporary embarraſſments which have been experienced, the 
ſtate of the commerce, manufactures, and revenue, of the country, 
proves the real extent and ſolidity of the public reſources, and will 
furniſh ſuch means as may be equal to the great and vigorous 
excrtions which the preſent criſis peculiarly requires. 

« That we acknowledge, with the utmoſt thankfulneſs and 
ſatisfaction, that the diſtreſſes which were in the laſt year experi- 
enced from the ſcarcity of corn, are now, by the bleſſing of God, 
happily removed ; and that an abundant harveſt affords the pleaſing 
proſpect of relief, on that important article, to the 8 
claſſes of the community. 

c That with equal ſatisfaction we reflect on the uninterrupted 
continuance of our internal tranquillity, on the general attachment 
of His Majeſty's faithful ſubjects to the Britiſh Conſtitution, and 
on the happy effects produced by the energy and wiſdom of the laws 
in repreſſing the endeavours of thoſe who wiſh to introduce anar- 
chy and confuſion into the country. 

Jo beſeech His Majeſty to believe, that we are deeply im- 
preſſed with the gracious and paternal expreſſions of His Majeſty's 
canſtant ſolicitude for the glory and happineſs of his Kingdoms 3 
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ind that His Majeſty may, at all times, rely on the firm, zealous, 
nd affectionate ſupport of his Parliament, in thoſe exertions which 
re directed to the great object of defeating all the deſigns of our 
Enemies, of reſtoring to the people the bleſſings of a ſecure and 
Honourable peace, and of delivering down, unimpaired, to the 
ateſt poſterity, thoſe civil and religious bleſſings by which theſe 
Kingdoms have been ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed under the protec- 
ion of His Majeſty's juſt and auſpicious government.” | 
Sir W. LOWTHER declared, he ſhould claim but a ſho 
ndulgence from the Houſe, fince the noble Lord who had pre- 
eded him, in an able ſpeech which they muſt all admire, had gone 
Wully into the ſubject. It would be impertinent in him, and tedi- 
us to the Houſe, to paſs over the ſame grounds. On one point 
ny he would ſhortly trouble them: —it related to the internal 
cation of this country. If the perſons now exerciſing the powers 
f Government in France were ſeriouſly inclined for peace, he 
aas fully perſuaded that that deſirable object would be attained. 
Hut no time was more critical than. that period which immediately 
receded negociation-—No conjuncture was more delicate; and 
ocver different and various the opinions of gentlemen might be 
pon the principles of the war whatever their ſentiments might 
ein reſpect to the manner in which it had been conducted, upon 
is occaſion he hoped the whole Houſe would cordially co-ope- 
ee to ſecure that object, ſo defirable to them all. He begged 
cm only to conſider, that nothing could fo much impede them 
their own internal diſſenſions. He truſted, therefore, there 
ould be none. If we regarded our finances, they were abundant 
the extreme, and ſuch as were adequate to any emergency of 
e wuntry. He ſhould not longer detain the Houſe, but give his 
ice to ſecond the addreſs moved by the noble Lord. 
| After the Speaker had read the addreſs, 
8 Mr. FOX addreſſed the Chair. Sir, I ſhall not take up much 
& f your time in what I have to offer to the Houſe on the preſent 
eaaſion; but if I were :o give a ſilent vote upon the motion which 
Ws juſt been made, I apprehend that my conduct might be ſub- 
do miſconſtruction. I know that it may undoubtedly be con- 
ered as preſumptuous in an individual to take up any portion of 
e time of the Houſe, merely to obviate the poſſibility of miſin- 
pretation, yet I feel that I ſhould not do juſtice to my own ſen- 
ments, if I were to ſuffer the queſtion to paſs under a ſilent vote. 
9 the firſt place, then, the ſtriking feature of the ſpeech is that | 
is Majeſty has been at length adviſed to do what it has fallen to 
dy lot to adviſe His Majelty's Miniiters to do repeatedly for the 
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laſt three years, namely, to open a negociation; this, which is the 


leading feature of the ſpeech, ought undoubtedly to reconcile me to 
the addreſs which has been moved, and I ſhould be happy if it | 
contained no other features of a leſs pleaſing aſpect, and that I could 
have given my entire approbation to every part of the addreſs. Of | 
that ſtriking feature I moſt cordially and highly approve. I can- if 


not forget how often I have adviſed this meaſure, nor how often, 


without ſucceſs, I have preſſed it upon Miniſters ; but, however | 


I may lament that the counſel was not taken befors: a hundred mil- 


lions of money was ſpent, and thouſands of lives devoted to the 
cruel conteſt, yet it muſt draw from me my warm approbation | 
now that it hath been followed. He who thought that the war | 
was originally unneceſſary, and that every moment ſince its com- 


mencement was a proper moment for commencing a negociation 


for peace, cannot object to the meaſure which His Majeſty has 


announced that he has been adviſed to take in the preſent moment. 


J will not ſay one word about the particular and the fit time for | 


ſuch a meaſure, all times appearing to me to be equally wiſe and 


ſalutary for vouring to reſtore to the people the bleſſings of 


peace. Nor will I recollect, much leſs retaliate, the perſonal in- 
vectives that were thrown againſt myſelf ; that an attempt to nego- 


ciate with ſuch a people, was to lay His Majeſty's crown at their 
feet, and that it was a degradation of the honour and dignity of 


Great Britain - that to propoſe to open a negociation was in fact to 


ſue for peace, and that ſuch conduct was neither dignified nor 
political. Such was the language of the laſt Parliament, and ſuch || 


was the animadverſion made on the advice which I then gave. I 
will content myſelf with repeating what I then ſaid, that to pro- 
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poſe a negociation is not to ſue for peace.” It is at every moment \ 


dignified and proper to ſtrive to reſtore the bleſſings of peace; and 
it is certainly one thing, to propoſe a. negociation in which terms are Wl 
to be fairly and manfully diſcuſſed; and another, to ſue to your Wn 


enemy for peace. He, who objects to this diſtinction is not ani- 
mated by that feeling which ought ever to be uppermoſt in the 
mind of a ſtateſman — an anxious deſire of ſhortening the calamity 


of war, and of paving the way, by every practicable means, to 


that deſirable end. He ought ever, therefore, to make it manifeſt 
in his conduct, that no career of conqueſt, and no reverſe of for- 
tune, can divert him from that ſingle object. a negociation for 
peace in preference to any other object. I repeat, therefore, that 
I moſt perfectly and entirely approve of the preſent meaſure, and 
| ſhall not now mix my aſſent to that part of the addreſs with any 
obſervation on the tardy and protracted manner in which it has been 


t length reſolved upon. And thus approving af the principal 
Ar. of the addreſs, I am extremely unwilling to oppoſe any other 
Wart of it, and with that it had been ſo worded as to have engaged 

rfe& unanimity of the whole Houſe. — There are ſome ex- 
: | ng however, of which I muſt take notice, and I ſhall do 
BH rather with the intention of explaining the vote w hich I ſhall 
oe, than of moving any thing upon them. And firſt, in the 
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nat ery opening of the ſpeech there is an expreſſion that His Majeſty 

, as * uſed every, endeavour to open a negociation; now, unleſs 
mil- dy the words every endeavour” it is meant to ſay that every 
the ndeavour has been uſed ſince the cloſe of the laſt Parliament, we | 
ation pught not to agree to the expreſſion ; for undoubtedly Miniſters 
war annot expect that gentlemen who, like myſelf, objected fo fre- 
un zuently to their refuſal to exert any effort at all, ſhould now 
ation Scquieſce in an aſſertion that they had uſed every endeavour to bring 
has bout a negociation. Unleſs, therefore, it is meant to allude to the 
tent. 


ndeayours which His Majeſty has made ſince the cloſe of the laſt 
Parliament, endeavours which I am willing totake upon truſt, I de- 
re that it may be clearly underſtood that I am not to be precluded 
dy my vote this night from animadverting upon His Majeſty's Mi- 
iſters for their former want of endeavours to bring about a negocia- 

jon for peace. There is much that deſerves praiſe in the eon- 
ruQion of the preſent ſpeech. Miniſters have omitted the words 
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ty of d which they have been ſo biggoted heretofore, of the war having ; 
Ct to 1 3 en undertaken for * the cauſe of religion, humanity, and ſocial - 
I nor rrder,” words calculated only to inflame and to exaſperate the two 


dations againſt each other, and to ſet the probability of peace at a 
reater diſtance ; neither have they come forward with their con- 
ant and unfounded phraſe, * that the war was neceſſary. They 
ave acted wiſely i in thus abſtaining from i intemperate language; for 
urely at a time when they are about to negociate for a peace, it 
Fould have been peculiarly ill-judged and unſcaſonable, to have 
made uſe of language repulſive and bitter to the people with whom 
you had to treat; nor would it have been wiſe to introduce words 
alculated to prevent unanimity in this Houſe, upon the courſe 
yhich His Majeſty has been ſlowly adviſed to purſue ; for about 
e neceſſity of the war, and all the jargon of epithets that have 
deen applied to it, there muſt always continue to be e 
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f for- difference of opinion. 

n for There are other parts of the ſpeech which perhaps demand a 
, that little explanation, and which if we paſs over for the time, it is to 
, and be underſtood that we are left at full liberty to inquire and to 
h any aueſtion the aſſertions hereafter ; ſuch, is the declaration of th: 
s been Your | G 5 
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flouriſhing ſtate of our manufactures, trade, and commerce. I 
muſt take this upon truſt ; I cannot object to a fact, the proofs fi 
which I have not before me. We ſhall ſoon have the means of 
knowing, upon better authority than mere aſſertion, the ftate of 
the country; and I truſt it will turn out to be proſperous and flou. 6 1 
riſhing. Our agreeing to the afſe:tion in the mean time, muſt nd 
be conſtrued to preclude us from inquiry, much leſs to involve ou # . 
aſſent. When J hear it ſaid, that by the flouriſhing ſtate of our 4 | 
manufactures, trade, and commerce, our reſources are ample and 
ſufficicut for the eriſis in which we are involved, I muſt hefitate 1 
giving credit to an aſſertion which is fo little ſupported by the po I 
appcarance of things. I muſt think when I look at the price of 3 N 
the general funds of the country, the ſtate of the transferable ſecu. | 4 
rities of Government, the monſtrous diſcounts upon the enormous = 
quantity of paper which they have iſſued, together with the daily WW 
conferences of which we hear for ſchemes to relieve the pecuniaryſ * 
embarraſſinents of trade, I muſt be led to think that our reſources y 4 
are in a leſs favourable ſtate than His Majeſty's Minifters have ll 
choſen to make us believe they are; and when the queition comes 
hereafter fairly before us, then, and not now, will be the proper 4 4 
moment for aſcertaining the truth of this important fact, and of 1 
making the proper declaration thereon. There is one other pan WM 
of the ſpcech, I believe it is nearly, if not the concluding ſentence, Y 
upon which I cannot forbcar to make ſome obſervations; it is that 1 
part of the addrefs in which we are made to rejoice in the general ll 
tranquility of the country, a ſcntiment in which 1 biin concur, 1 
procced farther and hear this tranquillity aſeribed to the wiſdom andf "I 
energy of the laws, infinuating that the laws which were paſſed in the} ; - 
laſt ſeffion of the laſt Parliament, have ſecured to us this e—_— 9 * 
and A - over anarchy and confuſion, J muſt enter my ſolemn Ml 
proteſt again the whole of this aſſertion, and againſt all ſuch a. 
ſertions. I have never been convinced that there were any carb 4 
perſons in this country, or at leaſt that there were any number of | 
perſons in this country deſirous of anarchy and confuſion, worthy if I 
the attention of His Majeſty, or of this Houſe; but J muſt ſo-l 
lemnly proteſt againſt the inſinuation, that it is to the energy of ll 
thoſe laws that we are indebted for the general tranquillity that is 
faid to have reigned ; general tranquillity arifing out of the obe- 
dience which a rational people cheerfully pay to good laws mut 
always be a ſubjeCt of real rejoicing ; but, if it is meant to bel 
faid, that general tranquillity has ſprung out of the two laws of the 
laſt ſeſſion of the laſt Parliament—laws which ought to be the ob- 
ject of our terror and abhorrence, and which are calculated to ex- 
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te theſe feelings, I cannot rejoice in any ſuch tranquillity. Should 
be aſked, have theſe laws produced tranquillity ? I anſwer, no: 
is not in the nature of ſuch laws to produce tranquillity. — Such 
ate of q ws may produce a forced quict, which I conſider as a rea! alarm. | 
flou. if o we rejoice in ſuch a tranquillity , where diſcuſſion is to be ſtifled, > 
it net Wd men are to brood in ſecret over the grievances which they 
» one * el? No: ſuch a tranquillity alarms me more than tumult. 0 
of ou! 3 a tranquillity which every man who loves freedom ought to ſee 
e and ich pain—every man who loves order ought to Tee with terror. 
1 in , to the Conſtitution no man can feel a ſtronger attachment than 
= 4 yſelf: but I will not ſport with the word Conſtitution; T will 
ice off t uſe the word without explaining it: — My attachment is to the 
ſeen. M onſtitution under which J was born under which I was bred — 
IRE | ot to that of the laſt Parliament, which did more to maim and 
daily 1 sfigure the antient Conſtitution of England than any former Par- 
iniare ament that ever fat within theſe walls. To the protection of the 
dure; tient Conſtitution alone I aſeribe that undiſturbed tranquillity 
e Y hich the country has enjoyed. Let me, then, Sir, be clearly 
comes 4erftood, that I do not join in this infinuation of praiſe upon 
proper | eeſe abominable laws, nor aſcribe to them effects to which I be- 
unde ese chem to be inapplicable. Much as I wiſh for a general appro- 
r part] lion of the meaſure of endeavouring to procure peace to this coun- 
"ty es, Sir, I ſhould think it was purchaſed at too dear a rate, 
is that 4 1 coupled with the approbation of theſe abhorrent laws ; and I have 
encral ought it my duty to ſay ſo much, that my vote might not be 
L 8 iſinterpreted into an acquieſcence of this part of the addreſs. I 
one who think that the whole ſyſtem of the war has been a 
ulty ſyſtem ; that the ſyſtem of domeſtic! politics has been equally 
RC ; I muſt, therefore, be of opinion, that whatever the reſult 
the negociations may be, it will ſtill be the duty of the Houſe to 
9 conſider the general ſyſtem of politics adopted of late years, and 
© af. 1 ether it be poſſible to go on if that ſyſtem be perſevered. in. 
V fu ; eace certainly is the great object: it is preferable to any ſingle ob- 
"Ii «| = of polity ; but whether peace will be effectual if there be no 
ange in domeſtic politics, may be a matter of doubt. That 
ace, however, will be beneficial, whatever may be the ſyſtem 
urſued, I am ready to aſſert. If the ſyſtem continue to be a bad 
e, peace will diminiſh the calamities of it, if it be amended, 
ace will augment the benefits of it. At all events, peace muſt 
> deſirable. In one caſe it will be a palliative, in the other fe 
ill be a remedy ; but in both caſes it cannot but be productive of 
00d, and, therefore, it ſhall have my warmeſt ſupport, — The 
oble Lord who moved the addreſs with ſo much credit, as to juſ- 
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tify the Houſe in entertaining the moſt promiſing expectations of | 2 
him, and the noble Lord well knows that it muſt at all times af. 
ford me peculiar pleaſure to hear him diſtinguiſh himſelf as he haz 
done this evening, the noble Lord, I ſay, went a little farther than Wi 
the ſpeech, and in ſpeaking of the proper. period for negociation, 
ſaid, that the preſent Government of France poſſeſſing ſtability, 
polleſſing ſecuri oe was a proper Government to negociate with, 
If you treat with a power, you ought to ſpeak with reſpect of that 
power. It is therefore that I approve of the noble Lord's ſenti- 
ments; for it muſt have ſtruck him, as it muſt ſtrike every ſenſible | 
perſon, that if you mean to negociate with the French Govern- 
ment, you cache to ſpeak. with reſpeRt and civility of the Executive Ml 
Directory. I wiſh that ſomething more of this kind had been in. 
| troduced into the ſpeech and the addreſs. f do not mean to ſay 
that it was neceſſary to ſtate the ſtability and ſecurity of the preſent Wi 
Government of France; but after all the jealouſics and perſonali ke 
ties that have been entertained, I ſhould have expected that His 
Majeſty would have told us to whom he was ſending ; a perſon ; and 8 | 
if not to what government, at leaſt to what country? I ſhould 
have expected, that if in our differences with Holland, His Ma. 
jeſty Had ſent a perſon on a miſſion to the Hague, he would have Wo 
made mention of the States General. I did expect, therefore, that W Y 
he would, in this caſe, have told us that he meant to ſend a perſon By 
to the Eee e Directory of the French Republic. I perceive 
gentlemen on the other fide of the Houſe laugh at this expreſſion, MN 
Are the Members of the Executive Directory fo obſcure in Europe, 4 
if they had not been named, we ſhould not have known to i 
whom we had been ſending a perſon? It is on this account that 1 
thought the ſentiment expreſſed by the noble Lord, reſpecting the i 
preſent Government of France, a proof of his good ſenſe, | 
know it may be ſaid that men are apt to be tenacious of their on 
opinions ; that I have carried the opinions which I expreſſed in the 
American war into this war, and that, as in the former inſtance, 
I ſupported. the recognition of American independence, I have in 
the latter ſupported the recognition of the French Republic. This 
may be the cafe ; but I muſt contend that it is agreeable to common 
ſenſe, that when you enter into a iation, there may, be points 
which are not of a nature to be inſiſted upon by the power nego- 
ciated with, but which are culated to conciliate cſteem, or if you 
will, to i the pride of ſuch a power; that the Executive 
Directory are in ſuch a fituation as to have their pride hurt by the 
omiſſion of ſuch points, I da not believe; but if I were nego- 
ciating with any gentleman, I ſhould certainly take nes Eo 
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the terms of peace, I will not even conjecture; what hitherto has 


engaged, in which, after a four-years ſucceſsful exertion of all the 
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been ſaid that experience may be bought too dear; as we have paid q 
ſo dear a price for it, let us at leaſt have the benefits of it, and let 
us go to negociation with moderation and forbearance. Of the i 
terms of peace I purpoſely avoid ſaying any thing. I know the 1 1 
reſources of the country to be till great, and ſure I am, that if 
the people are convinced that the ambition of France renders it 
neceſſary to employ force, and to continue the war, thoſe reſources 
will be afforded with the utmoſt readineſs. What are likely to be 
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deen done can only be conſidered as an overture towards that de- 
firable object; but I have no difficulty in ſaying, that we ought to 
negociate in the ſpirit of great moderation. By the ſpirit of great 
moderation, I do not mean that we ſhall accept degrading terms, 
but I will not heſitate in ſaying, that I ſhould be inclined to find 
leſs fault with terms that may be faulty on this fide of moderation, 
than faulty from a contrary principle, and from too great haughti- 

neſs. With regard to the Auſtrian viQtories which make a topic 
of animated exultation in His Majeſty's ſpeech, it may certainly be 
right to rejoice in the gallantry they have diſplayed, and the laurels they 7 
have recently acquired. No man admires their great military exer- 
tions more than I do; but let it be recollected that we are called 
upon to rejoice on their having recovered only a part of what was 3 I 
loſt in this campaign, and that it is not becauſe they have reaped Wl 
ſuccefſes, calculated to obtain what Miniſters themſelves originally 
ſtated the object of the war to be, but becauſe they have ſaved the 
Houſe of Auſtria from the utter deſtruction with which it was Wl 
threatened ; while we rejoice, I preſume we can hardly flatter our- al 
ſelves that the Auſtrians are likely to recover all that they have loſt 
in the prefent campaign, much leſs what they have loſt in all the 
campaigns that are paſt; and even this, Sir, muſt furniſh a new 

ſubje& for reflection, which the achievements of our navy till Wl 
farther ferve to corroborate: the achievements of that navy have Wl 
been brilliant and glorious ; at no former period have they diſplayed Wi 
greater gallantry, and never perhaps equal ſkill. No eulogiums 
can be too high for their merits. Yet after all this, the character Wl 
of the peace which we are defirous to obtain, and the utmoſt we 
can expect, is, that it ſhall be ſolid and of permanent duration ; 
this, I believe, is as high a character as the peace is likely to de- 
ſerve. Then what muſt be the fort of confli in which we are 


wo” * 


ſkill, and all the valour of our navy, in which they have inva- 
riably conquered and carried the flag of England triumphant to 
every quarter of the world ; all our efforts cannot produce to us 3 
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eace either brilliant or glorious, but we muſt content ourſelves 
cm hoping for a peace that may be ſolid and permanent? Muſt 
Ne not own thai there is ſomething in the cauſe in which we are 
„ F&veaged radically defective, that pallies our efforts, and diſappoints 
ur ſtrepgth? that there is ſomething which demands from the 
mon ſenſe and from the prudence of Engliſhmen, a ſtrict and a 
1 33 inveſtigation, that we may diſcover what this ſomething is, 
ot merely to retrieve the preſent calamity, but guard our offspring 
aainſt the error in future? A day will come for ſuch a queſtion ; 
nd 1 give my aſſent to the preſent addreſs, without moving any 
wmendment upon the points of which I do not cordially approve, 
| WW ccauſe when the day of ſuch a diſcuſſion does come, I ſhall have 
rms, n opportunity to make the obſervations that I think it important 
> find or the Houſe ta entertain upon thoſe points. No great diſtance of 


ation, WW: ne hall elapſe before I ſhall think it my duty to bring this matter 


Ehti- ecore vou, ſince I think it of the moſt eſſential importance to the 
topie eu- being of the country, and to the true ſupport and dignity of 
wy be 1 is Majeſty's Crown, that an inquiry into all the eauſes which 
s they be. ave brought the nation into its prefent condition, and produced 
exer- 


Wc calamities of the preſent war, ſhould be inſtituted for the pur- 
ce of adviſing His Majeſty to make a fundamental change in the 
aem upon which we have lately acted, both with regard to fo- 
in and domeſtic policy. When this day ſhall come, and J ſhall 
oee the Houſe upon this great and conſtitutional ſubject, I ſhould 
ot like to be told that I have precluded myſelf from the diſcuſſion 
= theſe topics, and ſhut myſelf up from inquiring not merely into 
ee cauſes, but the conduct of the war, as well as into the nature. 
four domeſtic misfortunes, by the aſſent which I had given to the 


all the dreſs of this day. For this reaſon, Sir, I have thought it ne- 
4 ne Wc fary to fay ſo much, and with this reſerve for a future day of dif- 
vy Fil oſſion, I do not oppoſe the addreſs to His Majeſty upon 
y have bis ſpeech from the Throne. | | 

* Mr. Chancellor PITT now roſe. Sir, though I feel myſelf im- 


elled from more than one conſideration to come forward on the 


aracter reſent occaſion, I ſhall not be under the neceſſity of troubling the 
oft bay ouſe much at length. It is certainly to me matter of great ſatis- 
ration; action, that at ſo critical a conjuncture, indeed the moſt critical and 
bet ” e moſt important that has occurred during, the preſent century, 


at on the only great and ſubſtantial queſtion, on which the ad- 
reſs propoſes to expreſs any opinion, there ſhould be no difference of 
ntiment in this Houſe, and that even the right honourable gen- 
eman ſhould have expreſſed his cordial concurrence. There are 
rtainly many topics on which he touched in the courſe of his 
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ſpeech in which I now differ with him, as much as ever I differ 
at any former period; but, with reſpect to the great and ſubſtantia 
ohjeR of the Addreſs, the propriety of the — * employed to brim 
about a ſolid and durable peace, ſuch a peace as may be conſiſten 
with the permanent ſecurity and the juſt pretenſions of the country, al 
there does not ſubſiſt even the ſlighteſt ſhade of difference. T 
object is ſound to command the moſt full and moſt unequivocal ſup 8 
port. Such a circumſiance I muſt indeed conſider as matter of juiM 
pride and of honeſt ſatisfaction. It exhibits the moſt decided ani 
undeniable proof that the ſteps which His Majeſty has taken toward: 
negociation, that the clear and explicit declaration that he has made, 
are in themſelves ſo unexceptionable, and ſo well calculated for the 
end in view, that they muſt command aſſent from any man wü 
retains the ſmalleſt care for the intereſt and honour of his country. 
Impreſſed with this feeling of ſatisfaction, T can have but lit 
inelination to detain the Houſe on points of ſlighter difference. 1 
look with ftill higher ſatisfaction to the concurrence now expreſſc\ | 
in the object of the addreſs, as the pledge of general unanimity, J 
and the omen of great exertions, if, unfortunately, that abje*l 
ſhould nat be obtained. The honourable Gentleman juſtly ſtates C | 
that what hitherto has been done only amounts to an overture fa} I 
peace, It is impoſſible to ſtate what may be the reſult. We can 
not pronounce what will be the diſpoſition of the enemy, or v 
circumſtances may occur to influence the fate of negociation. We 
ought to look fairly to our ſituation. It holds out to us a chang: 7 
of peace, if the enemy are diſpoſed to accede to it on juſt "= 
reaſonable «erms ; but, on the other hand, if they are fill actuatei . 
by ambitiqus projects, we ſhall gain another object by the courſe vi 
have purſued ; we ſhall unmaſk them in the eyes of Europe; vi 
all expoſe the injuſtice of their policy and their inſatiable thirſt oi 
aggrandizement : and if no other advantage be gained, we at lea 
ſhall be able to put to the proof the ſincerity of that pledge whit 
this day has been given—that if the enemy are not diſpoſed to accedi 
to peace on juſt and reaſonable terms, the war will be ſupport: 
by che unanimous voice and the collected force of the nation. I | 
and hope that it may not be neceſſary to have recourſe to ſuch a teſt « 
ſincerity; but, while we indulge with ſatisfaction in the hope ef 
more. favourable ifue, we muſt at the ſame time look. to the « 
alternati ve; we muſt be prepared with all the force of the count) 
to ſupport the proſecution of the conteſt, if its continyance ſhould 
found neceflary. If the unanimity of this day be accompanit 
| vith ſuch views, if it is not an unanimity fonnded mezely, upon th 
pleaſing ſound of peace, the captivating gharm of zenewed franqu 
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y, and the proſpect of the termination of thoſe ſcenes of horror 
dd calamity with which war is always attended (fuch an unanimity 
nſiſten ud indeed be fatal to the country); but if it is an unanimity the 
Sc rcſult of rational and manly reflection, founded upon a careful 


quntry, = a 

Tha nfderation of the ſituation of the country, and prepared to meet 
al ſup cry conjundlure, it cannot then be too highly prized. We muſt 
of ju t put out of view thoſe means of exertion which we {till poſleſs:; 
ied and e muſt fairly compare the ſituation of this country % ith that of the 


emy, and the amount of our own acquiſitions with the loſſes of 
ur allies ; we muſt eſtimate the extent of the ſacrifices which, un- 
er all theſe cireumſtances, it may be fitting for us to make, in order 

> effect the reſtoration of peace. It is with a view to theſe prinei- 
les, that unanimity becomes ſo peculiarly defirable in the preſent 
oment. The clear and unequivocal explanation which His 
[ajeſty has given of his conduct, with reſpect to peace, has com- 


ountry 
at littl:l 
ce. I 


rede anded a general concurrence, If it be that ſentiment which, on 

ni mity e one hand, is prepared to ſupport the juſt pretenſions and rea- 
abjcali 3 dnable hopes of the country, and on the other to reſiſt the unjuſti- 

N ſtates able demands and arrogant claims of the enemy, I ſhall then con- 

ure fu 4 er the unanimity of this day as the happieſt æra in the hiſtory of 

Ve eu <ountry- On this head 1 thall ay no more, and agreeing thus far 


ich the right hondurable gentleman, I would wiſh to fay as little as 


4 oh 4 4 Tible on the other points on which he touched in the ꝙurſe of his 
chana ecch, and with reſpect to which we widely differ. They have 
juſt ann too often and too warmly diſeuſſed to be now _— by Gen- 
ctuateili men who fat in the former parliament ; and in the concluding 
uurſc FT Ak of his ſpeech the right honourable gentleman gave us an aſſurance 
pe; A ſhould hear of them again. The right honourable gentleman 
thirſt I intimated as his opinion, that we muſt change the whole ſyſtem 
at leaf . our interior policy, which he confiders as inconſiſtent with the 
e whick a ſttitution of the country. I am happy, however, to find that he 
o ace ſo far ſatisfied with the conſtitution, as to aſcribe to its protection 
zpport: at internal order and undiſturbed tranquillity which he admitted 
I tu at the country had for ſome time paſt enjoyed. He at the ſame 
a teſt ¶ ve reprobated in the ſevereſt terms laws which were paſſed during 
ope of de laſt parliament, a 1 which he repreſented as pregnant with the 
- oſt miſchievous conſequences, and declared that he could not 


bſcribe to any conſtruction of that part of His Majeſty's ſpeech 
hich included thoſe among the laws, the energy and wiſdom of 
hich had contributed to ſecure the tranquillity of the country. 
aving made this declaration, it would be unfair and uncandid on 
y part not to be equally explicit. I deſire no gentleman to vote 


r the addreſs upon any ſuch qualification with reſpect to thoſe 
Vo L. I, H of 


e by — 
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that courſe which he has uniformly recommended fince the com 
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Rt 
laws. I am firmly of opinion, that, excluſive of their —_— 43 be 
the peace of the country could not have been ſo ſucceſsfully main. 
tained, nor can I ſuffer the ſmalleſt reproach to fall upon the ch. 
racter of the laſt parliament, who diſplayed their wiſdom and hel 3 4 
energy in providing a remedy ſo fuitable to the alarming nature of 
the criſis. If there is any ambiguity in the addreſs, with reſpea 4 
to thoſe laws, it is becauſe they are fo conſiſtent with the ſpirit off 
the conſtitution which they were framed to protect, and fo blendei il 
with the ſyſtem of our juriſprudence, ſo congenial to the practice of I 1 
former times, and ſo conformable even to the letter of former act 1 
that it was impoſſible to make any diſcrimination. It is to be re. 
collected, that they were paſſed in a moment of alarm and turbu-Y 4 
lence ; they had been found moſt admirably calculated to meet th: 
emergency of the time. The addreſs does not apportion with mi. : 4 
nute exactneſs what degree of tranquillity we have derived from t * 
operation of thoſe laws, when blended with the conſtitution, anti 
what we might have enjoyed from the influence of laws previouſh| L 


ſubſiſting; how much we were indebted for protection to the antient 1 * 2 


port it in the moment of hurricane. There were ſome other bein | * 
on which the right honourable gentleman touched. He ſcemed ui 
conſider, from the language of the addreſs, that endeavours have orf 1 4 
been made of late to procure peace. He ought to recollect that HM Y I 
Majeſty's ſpecch particularly refers to what has taken place ſince hi | 
laſt communicated with his parliament. If ever the day ſhall com 
when an examination ſhall be inſtituted into the Reps which ha 
been adopted to ſecure the re-eſtabliſhment of the general tranquil 
lity, I am confident that no endeavours for that purpoſe have bee: 
wanting on the part of His Majeſty's Miniſters. But gentlem« 
muſt be ſenſible, that what may be admitted as an endeavour tn 
reſtore peace depends upon a variety of circumſtances, and is like 
to be differently appreciated by individuals of - oppoſite ſentiment 
It depends on the relative ſtate of parties, on the number of allis 
with whom we may be engaged to act, on the degree of attention 
we pay to their intereſts, and on the concert we wiſh to preſcri 
with them. Taking all theſe neceſſary conſiderations into view, 
again pledge myſelf that it will be found in the reſult of i inquiry t 1 
Miniſters have negleQed no opportunity which could have been im 
proved for the purpoſe of accelerating peace. But the right honourabl 
. gentleman has told us, that we are at laſt come to the period whid 
he had all along pointcd out; that we have now conſented to adoſt 


mencement of the conteft—to ſend a perſon to Paris, and to try tit 
2 
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1 ec of negociation. He takes to himſelf all the merit of that 
7 3 plicy which we have tardily adopted, and ſo confident did he feel 
cha. 8 mſelf in this ground of ſelf- exultation, that he declined all illuſ- 
| ton of his victory, and merely made it the ſubject of one tri- 


ure % phant obſervation. His affertion was, „you are now taking 
eſpet WW ofe meaſures which, if you had liſtened to my counſels, you might 
irit of WE. ve adopted four years ago.” But does it follow that the meaſure 
lended A as right then, becauſe it is right now ? May not a period of four 
_ of 3 ars produce many events to juſtify a material change of policy, 
r acts, 


d to render meaſures wiſe and expedient, which at a certain time 
ould neither have been prudent nor ſeaſonable? Becauſe you do not 
Wuſc to make peace the day after an unprovoked aggreſſion, may 
cet th: not be juſtified in holding out pacific overtures after a lapſe of 
th mi ur years? The argument of the right honourablegentleman amounts 
this, that, either you muſt make peace the day after the aggreſ- 
n, or not make it all. With reſpect to the relative ſituation of 
viouſly 9 Wis country and Spain, it would not be conſiſtent with my duty to 

WD into any detail on that ſubject at the preſent moment. As to the 


be re- 


” 


turbu - 


to ſup: 1 eſtion of our reſources, the right honourable gentleman admits them 
point de extenſive and flouriſhing. They furnifh indeed, in a moment 
med i 3 te the preſent, a ſubject of peculiar congratulation and well- 
ve oni ended confidence. If the revenue, after a four-years war, 


hat Hi 
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5 
ſince be 
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ich might have been expected to have injured it ſo materially in 
many branches, and after all the additional burthens which have 
en impoſed, ſtill keeps up to the rate at which it was ſtated laſt 
ar, that circumſtance is ſurely no flight ſource of ſatisfaction. 
th reſpect to the ſtate of commerce, I am enabled to ſpeak in a 
ry different | ſtrain. Notwithſtanding all the embarraſſments 
hich it has had to encounter, it has attained and ſtill continues to 
joy a pitch of unexampled proſperity. Thoſe embarraſſments 
ve procceded from various cauſes ; the expence of the war abroad, 
dd the high price of articles of conſumption at home; the ſituation 
part of the continent, where the markets have been ſhut againſt 
; and even the growth of our capital reacting upon the commerce 


ntlem 
vour i 
is like 
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preſer dich occaſioned it, ſo that what was an unequivocal ſymptom of 
view, WWoſpcrity, was itſelf a cauſe of temporary diſtreſs. Of the conti- 
airy t ance of this proſperity, we have now the beſt aſſurance. The 
zeen im te of our exports during the laſt fix months has been equal to what 


nourab ey were in the moſt flouriſhing year of peace, 1792; and our 


od which cign trade has even exceeded the produce of that year, which was 
to ado 2 moſt productive of any in the hiſtory of this country. Under 
the com ede circumſtances; whatever temporary embarraſſments may have 
to try ſen from the quantity of ſpecie ſent out of the country, from the 
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want of a ſufficient circulating medium, from the ſtate of foreign 
markets, and from the increaſe of our capital; and however theſ: 
difficultics may for a time have obſtructed the ordinany operations 


of finance, the commercial character of the country has loſt neither 
its vigour nor importance. If ſuch has been the ſtate of things, at Wl 
a period when the country has had to contend for every thing dear 
to it; if, notwithſtanding all the obſtacles which have clogged the At 
machinery, the ſpring has retained ſo much force and energy, We 


may preſume, that if, by the obſtinacy and ambition of the enemy, 
we ſhould be called to ſtill greater exertions, that our reſources as vet 


remain untouched, and that we ſhall be able to bring them into 


action with a degree of concert and effect worthy of the character 
of the Britiſh nation, and of the cauſe in which they will be em- 
ployed. Theſe reſources have in them nothing hollow or deluſive. 
They are the reſult of an accumulated capital, of gradually in- 
crealing commerce, of high and eſtabliſhed credit. "They are the 
fruits of fair exertion, of landable ingenuity, of ſucceſsful induſtry 
they have been produced under a ſyſtem of order and of juſtice, BY 
while we, under many difadvantages, have been contending again# A 


a country which exhibits in every reſpect the reverte of the picture 1 
Va proof that the regular operation of thoſe prineiples muſt triumph 1 
over the unnatural and exhauſting efforts of violence and extortion. WM 
By theſe reſources, we are now qualified to take ſuch ſteps as m 
tend to conduct us to a folid and a durable peace; er, if we do not 
ſucceed in that object, to profecute the conteſt with firmneſs and i 
conadence. The right honourable gentleman ſuggeſted one remark, % 
that the ſpeech contained no recognition of the government of France. 2 


He watjcd a good deal of ingenuity in attempting to prove that it i 
ought to have contained an expreſs acknowledgment of the French 
government. It ought to have occurred to him that a patiport hav- 
ing been ſent for and granted, ſome communication muſt have taken 
place on that occaſion, and as the Executive Directory had becn 
ſatis ſied with the form of communication, and the mode in which 
they had been addreſſed, it could not be neceflary for him to ſtart: 
difficulty where they had fonnd none. I can aſſure him, on the 
part of Britiſh Miniſters, that no queſtion of etiquette, no difficulty 
of form originating from them, ſhall be permitted to ſtand in the 
way of negociation, or to obſtruct the attainment of the great object 
of peace. As to the other points, the right honourable Gentleman 
has ſuggeſted what leſſons we ought to derive from the experience d 
adverſity. Theſe leſſons may be greatly varied according to tht 
ſituation of parties and the different points of view in which the ſub- 
ject is conſidered. But, when the right honourable gentlemai 
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theſe 1 


eus us that the ſituation of this country is that of adverſity, I can 


no mcans agree to, the propoſition. How far it deſerves to be 
1 ranked under that deſcription, let thoſe pronounce who are beſt ac- 
either 7 
, at WY 
dear Wh 
d the 

„ we ; 3 

emy, WH 

as vet 
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quainted wich the ſtate of our refources, It cannot ſurely be termed 
a fate of adverſity from any lofles of our trade, the diminution of 


our capital, or from the reduction of any of our foreign poſſeſſions, 


We have not been greatly impoveriſhed by the events of the war in 
the Eaſt and Weſt Indies. We cannot be much weakened in our 
national ſtrength, even upon the ſtatement of the right honourable 
gentleman, by having our navy, in conſequence of repeated tri- 
umphs over every hoſtile ſquadron, raiſed to a greater degree of glory 
and of fame than it had ever before attained. Where, then, are 
we to look for the ſymptoms of this adverſity? Are we to look for 
them in the loſſes and diſaſters of our allies * But, does the right ho- 
nourable gentleman appeal to theſe as a criterion of adverſity, when 
in the ſame breath I hear him hold out as a ſource of complaint, that 
vou are nut, under your preſent circumſlances, ſure of a triumphant 
peace? And why can you not command ſuch a peace ?—becauſe 
vou will not ſeparate your own greatneſs, and your own commerce, 
from the intereſt and from the fate of your allics ; becauſe you re- 
fuſe to purchaſe peace for yourſelves on any other terms than thoſe 
which will ſecure the tranquillity of Europe, and conſider the fitua- 


tion of Great Britain as chained to that of the continent, by the 


bonds of a liberal and comprehenſive policy. If what has been loſt 
on the continent is a ſubject of regret, it is at leaſt a topic on which 
we have no reafon to repreach ourfelves. If even the proſpect in 
that quarter continued as gloomy as it was ſome time ſince, and 
if the extremity had not rouſed the armics of the Emneror-to thoſe 
gallant and ſpirited exertions which have been crowned with ſuch 
brilliant and unprecedented ſueceſs, no ſhare of blame could attach 
to us. While the violence of France has been over- running ſo 
great a part of Europe, and every where carrying deſolation in its 
progreſs, your naval exertions have enabled you to cout.terbalance 
their ſucceſſes, by acquiſitions in different parts of the globe, and 
to pave the way for the reſtoration of peace to your allies, on terms 
which their own ſtrength might have been unable to procure, If 
you look indeed to the geographical ſituation of the feat of war, the 
Emperor has not regained by his recent victories all that he had 
formerly loſt. But do you count for nothing the deſtruction and 
ruin of thoſe armies, by whom all the previous ſucceſſes. of the 
enemy had been achieved? Do you count 4or nothing the glorious 
and immortal teſtimony that has been exhibited to mankind, that 
diſciplined valour muſt finally triumph over thoſe principles that the 
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war was undertaken to oppoſe, and which owed all their extraordi. WM 
nary and unaccountable ſucceſſes to the violence in which they ori. 
ginated, and the exceſſes with which they were accompanied? A 
memorable warning has alſo been afforded with reſpe& to the true 
conſequences which have reſulted to thoſe foreign powers who, in 
oppoſition to their true intereſts, have courted the alliance of that 2 
enemy, and expected to find ſecurity in diſgraceful tranquillity. 
Recent events have ſerved alſo to exculpate the characters of thoſe 
who were calumniated as deſirous to embrace their. prineiples, and 
receive their laws, and in Germany they have left behind them no- 
thing but the memory of their wrongs, and a feeling of eternal re- 
ſentment. Are ſuch effects to be conſidered as of ſmall importance, 
or to be put in competition with the reduction of a fortreſs, or the 
poſſeſſion of a diſtrict ? Of the virtues to be acquired in the ſchool 
of adverſity, the right honourable gentleman only mentioned thoſe of 
moderation and forbearance. Moderation I ſhould conſider as that 
virtue which is beſt adapted to the dawn of proſperity : there are 
other virtues of no leſs importance which are to be acquired under a 

reverſe of fortune, and which are equally becoming in thoſe who are 
called to ſuffer: there are the virtues of adverſity endured and 
adverſity reſiſted — of adverſity encountered and adverſity ſur- 
mounted. The recent example of Germany has furniſhed an 
illuſtrious inſtance of fortitude and perſeverance, and their fortitude WM 


and perſeverance have had their merited reward. "Theſe were leſ- al 
ſons which I truſt this country has not to learn. England has 
never ſhewn itſelf deficient in firmneſs and magnanimity : it is 
unrivalled in reſource ; it has always been foremoſt in the career 
of honourable exertion, and it has only to maintain its accuſtomed 
vigour and perſeverance to effect the reſtoration of general tranquil- 
lity upon terms conſiſtent with the dignity of its own n and 
the ſecurity and intereſt of Europe. 

Mr. FOX ſaid a few words in explanation, in which he com- 
plained that Mr. Chancellor Pitt had miſrepreſented his argument 
reſpecting the propriety of the time for negociation. He did not 
argue, that becauſe it was right to negociate now, that it was right to 
negaciate at a former period. What he contended was (and he had 
not altered his opinion from anything that he had heard) that if it 
were prudent and wiſe to ſend an ambaſſador to Paris now, when the 
French have carried their arms into the heart of Germany, and are 
in poſſeſſion of Italy, it would not have been daſtardly and puſilla- 
nimous to have adopts! that meaſure, when they had not one foot 

of that territory. He allowed that it might be ſometimes puſilla- 
nimous to negociate ; but he was convinced that thoſe who had 
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| ; een in the habit of applying this term during the courſe of the war 
y ori. . any propoſition for negociation, had now renounced that opinion. 
1 3 y e ſtill retained his opinion reſpedting the new laws, and when he 


true MKoted for the addreſs, he did not include them in his conſtruction 


o, in J f that part of it in which mention is made of the wiſdom and energy 


Pf the laws. 
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Mit. Tue queſtion upon the addreſs was then put and carried nemine 
thoſe antradicente. 


and Adujourned till to-morrow. 
n no- 
1 re- | Friday, October 7. 


ance, 
r the 
chool 


The Houſe having met, the Speaker obſerved, that he under- 
ood there were ſeveral petitions to be preſented to the Houſe, 
omplaining of undue elections of Members to ſerve in Parliament, 
oſe of With reſpect to which he ſuppoſed the Houſe would wiſh to adopt a 
that plan ſimilar to that which had been purſued in the laſt Parliament. 
c arc le would therefore ſubmit to their conſideration the reſolutions 
der a 4 hen entered into. 
10 are The MASTER OF THE ROLLS moved the reſolutions, which 
| and ere divided into five elaſſes; 1ſt, ſuch as complained of no re- 
" fur- urn; 2d, ſuch as complained of double returns; 3d, petitions of 
d an} vo or more perſons ; 4th, fuch as complained of returns only; 
titude nd 5th, petitions which did not come within any of the other 
e leſ- laſſes. The adoption of theſe reſolutions was agreed to. 
d has e A petition was preſented againſt the return made for the Bo- 
it is ough of Caermarthen, the conſideration of which was appointed 
career or Thurſday the 27th inſtant; and a petition againſt the return 
omed for the Borough of Leominſter, on the Sth of November. 
nquil- A petition was preſented on behalf of General M*Leod, com- 
„ and plaining of an undue return for the Borough of Melbourn-Port.— 
Ordered to be taken into conſideration. on the 1 oth of November. 
Another petition was preſented againſt the return for the Borough 
of Guildford. —Ordered to be taken into conſideration on the 1 5th 
of November. 
A petition of George Tierney, was read ; ſetting forth, thar, 
dy a ſtanding order of the Houſe, it is refolved as follows, that is 
o ſay, «that, if any perſon hereafter to be elected into a place fer 
o fit and ſerve in the Houſe of Commons for any county, city, 
town, port, or borough, after the teſte or the ifluing out of the 
writ of election, upon the calling or ſummoning any parliament 
bereafter, or after any ſuch place becomes vacant hereafter, in the 
ume of parliament, ſhall, by himſelf, or by any other on his. be- 
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half, or at his charge, at any time before the day of his election, 
give any perſon, having voice in any ſuch election, any meat or drin; 
exceeding in the true value ten pounds in the whole, in any place 
or places but in his own dwelling houſe or habitation, being the IF N 
uſual place of his abode for ſix months laſt paſt, or ſhall, before 
ſuch election be made and declared, make any other preſent, gift, 
or reward, or any promiſe, obligation, or engagement to do the 
ſame, either to any ſuch perſon or perſons in particular, or to any 
ſuch county, city, town, port, or borough, in general, or to or 
for the uſe or benefit of them, or any of them, every ſuch enter- 
tainment, preſent, gift, reward, promiſe, obligation, or engage- | 
ment, is by this Houſe declared to be bribery, and ſuch entertain- 
ment, preſent, gilt, reward, promiſe, obligation, or engagement, 
being duly proved, is and ſhall be ſufficient ground, cauſe, and 
matter, to make every ſuch election void as to the perſon ſo offend- 
ing, and to render the perſon fo elected incapable to fit in parlia- 
ment by ſuch eleQton ;” and that by an act, paſſed in the 7th vear 
of the reign of King William the Third, intituled, “ An act for] 
preventing charge and expence in elections of members to ſerve in 
parliament,” reciting, that, . Whercas grievous complaints are 
made, and maniteſtly appear to be true, in the kingdom, of undue 
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parliament, to the great ſcandal of the kingdom, diſhonourable, 
and may be deſtructive to the conſtitution of parliaments, where- 
fore, for remedy therein, and that all elections of members to par- 
liament may be hercafter freely and indifferently made without chars 
or expence,” it was enacted and declared, that no perſon or perlons 
thereafter to be eleQed to ſerve in Parliament for any county, city, 
town, borough, port, or place, within the kingdom of England, 
after the teſte of the writ of ſummons to Parliament, or after the 
teſte, or the iſſuing out, or ordering of the writ or writs of elcc- 
tion, upon the calling or ſummoning of any Parliament thercatter, 
or after any ſuch place ſhould become vacant thereafter, in the 
time of the then preſent, or of any other Parliament, ſhould there- 
after, by himſelf or themſelves, or by any other ways or means on 
his or their behalf, or at his or their charge, before his or theit 
eleAion4o ſerve in Parliament for any county, city, town, — 
Fort, or place, directly or indireQly, give, preſent, or allow, 

any perſon or perſons having voice or vote in ſuch election, any 
money, meat, drink, entertainment, or proviſion, or make any 
preſent, gift, reward, or entertainment, or ſhould any time therc- 
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cter make any promiſe, agreement, obligation, or engagement, to 
A give or allow any money, meat, drink, provifion, preſent, reward, 
Vr entertainment, to or for any ſuch perſon or perſons in particu- 
5 ar, or to any ſuch county, city, town, borough, port, or place, 
Win general, or to or for the uſe, advantage, benefit, employment, 


profit, or preferment, of any ſuch perſon or perſons, place or 
places, in order to be elected, or for being elected, to ſerve in 


Parliament for ſuch county, city, borough, town, port or place ; 
and it was thereby further enacted and declared, that every perſon 
and perſons ſo giving, preſenting, or allowing, making, promiſing, 
or engaging, doing, acting, or procceding, ſhould be, and were 


thereby declared and enacted difabled and incapacitated upon ſuch 
election to ſerve in Parliament for ſuch county, city, town, bo- 
rough, port or place, and that ſuch perſon or perſons ſhould be 
deemed and taken, and were thereby declared and enaQed to be 
deemed-and taken, no Members in Parliament, and ſhould not 
act, fit, or have any vote or place in Parliament, but ſhould be, 
and were thereby declared and enacted to be, to all intents, 
conſtructions, and purpoſes, as if they had been never re- 
turned or elected members for the parliament ; and that, at the 
laſt election for the Borough of Southwark, George Woodford 
Thelluſſon, Eſq. Henry Thornton, Efq. and the petitioner, were 
candidates to repreſent the ſaid borough in parliament ; and that the 
{aid George Woodford Thelluſſon, by himſelf, his agents, friends, 
and managers, did, after the teſte and the ifſuing out of the writ of 
election, give to perſons having vote in ſuch election, meat and drink, 
and alſo make other preſents, gifts, and rewards, to ſuch perſons 
contrary to, and in defiance of, the ſtanding order of the Houſe 
herein before recited ; and the petitioner prays, that he may be al- 
lowed, without lofs of time, duly to prove the ſame, as a ſufficient 
ground, cauſe, and matter, to make tae ſaid election void, -and to 
render the ſaid George Woodford Thelluffon incapable to fit in par- 
liament by ſuch election; and that the ſaid Ceorge Woodford Thel- 
luſſon, by himſelf, his agents, friends, and managers, and by 
other ways and means, on the behalf, or at the charge of him the ſaid 
George Woodford Thelluſſon, did, after the vaeancy happened for 
the ſaid Borough of Southwark, and after the teſte of the writ, 
give, preſent, and allow, to perſons having voice or vote in the 
aid election, money, meat, drink, entertainment, and proviſion, 
and did make preſents, gifts, rewards, and entertainments, and 
promiſes, agreements, obligations, and engagements, to give or 
allow money, meat, drink, proviſion, . preſents, rewards, advan- 
4 * entertainments, to and for ſeveral perfons fo having or 
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George Woodford Thelluſion is diſabled and incapacitated upon 


not been put in nomination by any of the burgeſſes or freemen of the 


© 


to have been returned duly elected to ſerve in parliament as bur- 
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chiming right to vote in the ſaid election, and to or for the uſe, 


advantage, benefit, and profit, of ſuch perſons ſo having or claim. Wi 
ing right to vote in the ſaid election, in order to procure him the ſaid Wi 
George Woodford Thelluion to be eleQed to ſerve in parliament WW 
for the ſaid borough of Southwark, contrary to, and in contempt Wl 
of, the proviſions of the act, paſſed in the 7 th year of the reign of 
King William the Third, hercinizefore recited, whereby the ſaid 


ſuch election to ſerve in parliament for the ſaid borough of South. Wl 
wark, and is to be deemed and taken no member in parliament, 
and ought not to act, fit, or have any vote or place in Parliament, 
but is to all intents, conſtructions, and purpoſes, as if he had 
never been returned or elected member for the parliament ; and 
therefore praying that. an early day may be appointcd to take the | 
prefniſes into conſideration. 

Ordered, Thar the ſaid petition be taken into conſideration upon 
Tueſday, the 1 day of November next, at three of the clock in 
the afternoon. 


A petition of the honourable Auguſtus Ludlow, commonly called 


Lord Preſton, of the kingdom of Ireland, and Robert Adair, Ei. 


quire, was read; ſetting forth, that the petitioners and William 
Joſeph Lennifon, Eſquire, and John Angerſtein, Eſquire, were 
condidates at the laſt election of burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament for 
the borough of Camelford, in the county of Cornwall, held on or 
about the 3oth day of May, 1796, and that the inhabitants of the 
faid borough of Cameltord, paying ſcot and lot, have a right to 
vote at the ciection of burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament for the ſaid 
borough ; and that the mayor of the faid borough, who acted as the 
returning officer at the ſaid late election, took upon him unlawtullz 
to reject the petitioners as candidates, under pretence that they had 


ſaid borough, in whom he aſſerted the right of election to be exclu- 
fively veſtea, although the petitioners were repeatedly propoſed as 
candidates by one or more of the inhabitants of the faid borough 
paying ſcot and lot, and entitled to vote at the faid late election; 
and that a majority of the perſons, entitled to vote at the ſaid late 
election of members to ſerve in parliament for the ſaid borough, 
duly tendercd their votes for the petitioners at ſuch election (which 
votes the faid mayor took upon himſelf, without lawful or ſufficient 
cauſe, to diſallow and reject) and that the petitioners ought therefore 


geſſes for the ſaid borough ; notwithſtanding which, the ſaid mayor 
has returned the ſaid William Joſeph Denniſon and John Angerſtein 


* 
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8 ule, as duly elected to ſerve in parliament for the ſaid boreugh, in vio- 
laim- ation of the rights of the lawful electors of the ſaid borough, and 
e ſaid EA o the great injury of the petitioners ; and that the ſaid mayor ad- 
ment ¶¶ mitted divers perſons to vote for the ſaid William Joſeph Dennifon 
emp end John Angerſtein at the ſaid late election of members to ſerve in 
gn or parliament for the ſaid borough of Camelford, who were not enti- 
o faid ed to vote at the ſaid election; and that the ſaid mayor, being 
— the returning officer as aforeſaid at the ſaid late election, did not at 
outh- the ſaid late election adminiſter, or cauſe to be adminiſtered, to 
ment, che poll clerk, or perſon who acted as poll elerk, and took the poll 
ment, Mat the ſaid election, the oath required by law to be taken by all poll 
e had lerks, or perſons acting as clerks, in taking the poll at every elec- 
and tion of members of parliament; and that the ſaid William Joſeph 
e the Denniſon and John Angerſtein, by means of themſelves, their 
agents, and other perſons, previous to and at the ſaid late election 
were guilty of bribery, and did thereby corrupt and procure divers of 
he perſons, who voted at the ſaid late election, to give their votes at 
the ſame for the ſaid William Joſeph Denniſon and John Anger— 
ſtein; and therefore praying the Houſe to take the premiſes into 
heir conſideration, and to grant the petitioners ſuch relief as the 
uſtice of the caſe may require, and as they are entitled to. 

Ordered, That the faid petition be taken into confideration 
pon Thurſday, the 2d day of November next, at three of tho 
lock in the afternoon. 

Lord MORPE T H brought up the report of the addreſs, which 
vas read a firſt and ſecond time, and ordered to be (nemine contra- 
cente) carried to His Majeſty by the whole Houſe, and ſuch mem- 
bers as were of His Majeſty's Privy Council were defired to n 
hen His Majeſty would be pleaſed to receive the ſame. 

His Majeſty's moſt gracious ſpeech was ordered to be taken into 
onſideration to-morrow... Adjourned. 
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Saturday, October 8. 


Lord Viſcount STOPFORD reported to the Houſe, That His 


Majeſty, having been waited upon, purſuant to the order of yeſter- 
day, humbly to know His Majeſty's pleaſure, when he would be 


rough, 

my pleaſed to be attended by this Houſe, had been pleaſed to appoint to 
eien de attended this day, at half an hour after two of the clock, at his 
«refor. lace of Saint James. 


Accordingly Mr. Speaker, attended by ſeveral of the Members, 
proceeded to St. James's with the following addreſs. | 
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Type humble Addreſs of the Honſe of Commins ts the KING. 


Moſt gracious Sovereign, 

WE, your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the Com. | 
mons of Great Britain, in Parliament aſſembled, beg leave to return 
your Majeſty our humble and unanimous thanks for your moſt gra. 
cious ſpeech from the throne. 

We are truly ſenſible of your Majeſty's parental regard for th 
intereſt of your ſubjects, in having omitted no endeavours for ſex 
ting on foot negotiations to reſtore peace to Europe, and to ſecure 
for the future the general tranquillity ; and we rejoice to learn, that 
the ſteps which have been taken for this purpoſe have at length 
opened the way to an immediate and direct negotiation, which, we 
doubt not, will be ſo conducted on your Majeſty's part, as either to 
produce the deſirable end of a juſt, honourable, and ſolid peace, for 
us and for our allies, or to prove beyond difpute to what caufe alonc 
the prolongatian of the calamities of war muſt be aſcribed. 

We cordially join with your Majeſty in an anxious with that the 
ſtep, which your Majcfty propoſes to take, of ſending a perſon to 
Paris with full powers to treat, may lead to the reſtoration of gene- 
ral peace; but we are fully ſenſible that nothing can ſo much con- 
tribute to give effect to this defire, as manifeſting that we poſſeſ; 
both the determination and the reſources to oppoſe, with increaſed 
activity and energy, the further efforts with which we may have to 
contend ; and we muſt indeed feel this to be peculiarly neceſſar 
when an intention has been openly manifeſted of attempting a de- 

. ſcent on theſe kingdoms 5 and, although it cannot be doubted what 
would be the iflue of ſuch an enterprize, we deem it an indiſpenſable 
duty to negle& no precautions that may either preclude the attempt, 
or ſceure the ſpeedieſt means of turning it to the confuſion and ruin 
of the enemy. 

In reviewing the events of the year, we have not failed to ob- 
ſerve with a juſt ſatisfaRion, that, by the ſkill and exertions of your 
Majeſty's navy, our extenfive and inereaſing commerce has been 
protected to a degree almoſt beyond example; and that the fleets 
of the enemy have, for the greateſt part of the year, been blocked 
up in their own ports; and we have ſeen with pleaſure the opera- 
tions. in the Eaſt and Weſt Indies, which, while they have been 

productive cf great national advantage, have alſo diſplayed the 
valour and good conduct of your Majeſty's forces, both by ſea and 
land, in a degree highly honourable to the Britiſh arms, 

Having contemplated with anxious ſolicitude the various fortune 
of war on the Continent, and the danger with which all Europe was 
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Tone time threatened, we reflect with proportionable admiration 
nd joy on the honourable and dignified perſeverance of your Ma- 
Weſty's ally the Emperor, and on the intrepidity, diſcipline, and in- 


Com. {MWincible ſpirit, of the Auſtrian forces under the auſpicious condu&t 
return Mf the Archduke Charles; and we entertain the moſt ſanguine hope 


hat, from the turn lately given to the courſe of the war, the final 
eſult of the campaign may prove more diſaſtrous to the enemy than 
its commencement and progreſs, for a time, were favourable to their 


hopes. 


oft gra- 1 


for the 
or ſet. 


ſecure While we regret the hoſtile diſpoſitions and conduct on the part 
n, that f the Court of Madrid, which have led to the diſcuſſions now de- 
length 23; ending, we entertain a juſt confidence that, whenever your Majeſty 
ch, we hall be enabled to acquaint us with the final reſult, a farther proof 
ther to will be given to Europe of the temper and prudence which govern 


your Majeſty's proceedings ; and we cannot too ſtrongly expreſs to 
your Majeſty our fixed determination to ſupport your Majeſty with 
our lives and fortunes, in defending againſt every aggreſſion the dig- 
nity, rights, and intereſts, of the Britiſh empire. 

| We beg to aſſure your Majeſty, that you may at all times rely on 
the zeal and affection of your faithful Commons for ſuch ſupplies as 
may be neceſſary for the ſervice of the year; and that it muſt afford 
us the moſt cordial ſatisfaction to find that, notwithſtanding the 
temporary embarraſſments which have been experienced, the ſtate 
of the commerce, manufactures, and revenue, of the country, proves 
the real extent and ſolidity of the public reſources, and will furniſh 
ſuch means as may be equal to the great and vigorous exertions 
which the preſent criſis peculiarly requires. | 

We acknowledge with the utmoſt thankfulneſs and ſatisfaction, 
that the diſtreſſes, which were in the laſt year experienced from the 
ſcarcity of corn, are now, by the bleſſing of God, happily removed, 
and that an abundant harveſt affords the pleaſing proſpect of relief 
on that important article to the labouring claſſes of the community; 
and with equal fatisfa&tion we refle& on the uninterrupted continu- 
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Deer ance of our internal tranquillity, on the general attachment of your 
» fleets Majeſty's faithful ſubjects to the Britiſh Conſtitution, and on the 
locked happy effects produced by the energy and wiſdom of the laws in re- 
opera- preſſing the endeavours of thoſe who wiſhed to introduce anarchy 
e been and confuſion into the country. | 

ed the We beſoech your Majeſty to believe that we are deeply impreſſed 
ea and with the gracious and paternal expreſſions of your Majeſty's conſtant 


lolicitude for the glory and happineſs of your kingdoms ; and we 
are perſuaded that your Majeſty may at all times rely on the firm, 
zealous, and affeionate ſupport of your Parliament in thofe exer- 
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tions which are directed to the great object of defeating all the de. N 
hgns of our enemies, of reſtoring to the people the bleſſings of a fe. 2 
cure and honourable peace, and of delivering down unimpaired, t 
the lateſt poſterity, thoſe civil and religious bleſſings by which theſe 
kingdoms have been fo eminently diſtinguiſhed under the protection 
of your Majeſty's juſt and auſpicious government. . 


Monday, Octaler 10. 


Mr. Speaker reported to the Houſe, That the Houſe attended 7 
His Majeſty upon Saturday laſt, with their addrefs ; to which His 
Majeſty was pleaſed to give this moſt gracious anſwer z 


Gentlemen, 


I return jau my particular thanks for this dutiful and affe&ioate 
addreſs. The cordial and unanimous aſſurances of your continued and 
zealous ſupport aſford me the utm:ft fatisfaftion in this important cin— 
' junAure : they muſt have the happieſt tendency to give eſfect to my en- 
deavaurs for the refteration of peace an ſecure, honourable, and ade. 
quale terms; and they affird me, at the ſame time, a juſt confidence, 
that, if thts defirable end cannzt be obtained, I ſhalt be enabled to pro- 
ſecute the war with re-doubled vigour and activity in ſuppart of our 
deareſt interefls. 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into r Committee of Supply to take 
into conſideration His Majeſty's moſt gracious ſpeech : and that 
part of the ſpcech being read which related to the ſupplies neceſſary 
for the enſuing year, the Committee reſolved that a ſupply be pre- 
ſented to His Majeity, and the report of the reſolution was ordered 
to be received morrow. 

Mr. Chanccllor PIT'F moved, That there be laid before this 
Houſe, an account of the value of Britiſh and foreign merchandize 
imported and exported for the half years ending the 5th of July 
1795, the 5th of January 1796, and the 5th of July 1796; 
diſtinguiſhing the ſeveral articles which exceed in value 10, oool. 

That there be laid before this Houſe, an account of-the net pro- 
duce of all the permanent taxes in the quarters ending on the 5th 
of January, 5th of April, 5th of July, and 1oth of October, in the 
years 1795 and 1796, veſpectively. 

That there be laid before this Houſe, an account of the net pro- 
duce of the permanent taxes which ſubfiſted previous to the 5th of 
January 1791, in the years ending the 1oth of October 1795 and 
1796 reſpeRively ; adding thereto the difference between the pro- 
duce of the duties on home-made ſpirits in each year reſpectively, 
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5 N Ind the average produce thereof in three years ending the 5th of 
anuarv 1 795 and adding likewiie the amount of the ſums paid 
om the revenue of lic on account of bounties for corn im- 
orted, or bounties for raifing ſeamen. 

A peticion was preſented by Thomas Burgeſs, Eſq. againſt the 
turn of the corongh of Bridport, in Dorfetſhire, complaining that 
narles Sturt, Eſq. was not duly returned. 


5 
A petition of William Wrightſon, Eſq. was read, ſetting forth, 
enge hat, at the laſt clection of burgeſſes to ſerve in Parliament for the 
1 His borough of Downten, in the county of Wilts, the petitioner and John 
lotteux, Efq. and the honouracle Edward Bouverie and Sir Wil- 

iam Scott, Knight, were candidates; and that the faid election 
ame on at Downton aforcfaid on the 27th day of May laſt, and a 

Fromale oll being deraanded, the fame was whis before Robert Blake, Efq. 
2d and ho acted as the returning officer for the ſaĩd borough, under an ap- 
b cin-Nointment as deputy to William Boucher, Eſq. the ſteward of the 
ny en anor and borough of Downton aforeſaid; and that the ſaid Ro- 
4 ade- ert Blake did, at the faid poll ſo taken by him, partially, legally, 
dence, Mad wrongfully, reject ſeveral legal votes, which were tendered in 
2 pro- avour of the petitioner and the ſaid John Morteux, and did receive 


any illegal votes in favour of the faid Edward Bouverie and Sir 
Villiam Scott, and, under colour of a pretended majority in favour 
of the ſaid Edward Bouverie and Sir William Scott; and although 


F our 


> take n fact there was a great majority of legal votes in favour of the pe- 
| _ itioner and the ſaid John Motteux, the ſaid Robert Blake did de- 
cefſar) lare the faid Edward Bouverie and Sir William Scott duly 
e pre- 


lected, and hath taken upon himſelf, falſely and illegally, to make 
return of the ſaid Edward Bouverie and Sir William Scott, as 
durgeſſes to ſerve in Parliament for the ſaid borough, to the great 
prejudice of the petitioner, who was duly elected; and therefore 
praying the Houſe to take the premiſes into conſideration, and to 


rdered 


e this 
andize 


Jay rant the petitioner ſuch relief therein as to the Houſe ſhall ſeem 
790 ; Wrcer. 

2 Ordered, That the ſaid petition be taken into conſideration 
Ft p 


on Thurſday, the 17th day of November next, at three of the 
lock in the afternoon. 

A petition of Moſes Barling, William Mowland, Peter Wor- 
ell, Thomas Mitehell the elder, John Matthews, and John 


ne 5th 
in the 


t * dfall, freeholders of the borough of Downton, in the county of 
5 * ilts, was alſo read; ſetting forth, that, at the laſt election of 
gene orgeſſes to ſerve in N for the faid borough of Downton, 
E 


| illiam Wrightſon, Eſq. John Motteuxy Eſq. the honourable 
dward Bouverie, and Sir William Scott, Knight, were candi- 
, | 


Aively, 


' mw,» . 
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dates; and that the ſaid election came on at Downton aforeſaid a 
the 27th day of May laſt, and a poll being demanded, the ſame wa 
taken before Robert Blake, Eſq. who acted as returning officer for WW 
the ſaid borough, under an appointment as deputy to Willian 
Boucher, Eſq. the ſteward of the manor and borough of Downton Wl 
aforeſaid ; and that the petitioners, Thomas Mitchell, the elder, Wil 
John Matthews, and John Edfall, being ſeverally frecholders d 
burgage tenements within the ſaid borough of Downton, and lawful 
electors of burgeſſes to ſerve in Parliament for the faid borough, dill 
at the ſaid poll tender their votes for the ſaid William Wrightſon 
and John Motteux to the faid Robert Blake, who ought to have 
admitted their ſaid votes on the ſaid poll, but the ſaid Roben 
Blake did partially, illegally, and wrongfully, reject their ſaid votes i 
and did receive for the ſaid borough many illegal votes in favour di 
the ſaid Edward Bouverie and Sir William Scott, and, under colour 
of a majority ſo procured in favour of the ſaid Edward Bouveric 
and Sir William Scott; and although in fact there was a greu 
majority of legal votes in favour of the ſaid William Wrightſon 
and John Motteux, the ſaid Robert Blake did declare the ſaid Ed. 
ward Bouverie and Sir William Scott duly elected, and hath taken 
upon himſelf falſely and illegally to make a return of the ſaid Ed 
ward Bouverie and Sir William Scott as burgeſſes to ſerve in Par: 
liament for the ſaid borough, to the great prejudice of the peti 
tioners ; and that the petitioners are ready and defirous to ſubſtan- 
tiate and prove their ſeveral rights to vote at the ſaid election, and 
alſo to prove the illogality of the ſeveral illegal votes admitted for tht 
ſaid Edward Bouverie and Sir William Scott, and therefore pra- 
ing the Houſe to take the premiſes into conſideration, and to gran 
to the petitioners ſuch relief therein as to the Houſe ſhall ap 
pear juſt. 
Ordered, That the ſaid noticion be taken into confideration A 


the ſame time that the laſt preceding petition ſhall be taken int 
— 


Tueſday, October 11. 


The Houſe having met yeſterday at half paſt three o'clock, ! 
petition was preſented, complaining of an undue election for Ay! 
ſhire, in Scotland, and ordered to be taken into conſideration « 
Thurſday the 24th of November next. 
© Upon the motion of Mr. STEELE, it was ordered that no pe 
tition or private bill ſhould be received W to Friday the 
day of February. 


k | . 


[ONS, 
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ud on a Mr. HOBART brought up the report of the opinion of the 
e wal ommittee of Supply, which was, that a ſupply ſhould be granted 
er fo o His Majeſty. To this the Houſe agreed nem. con. 


illiam Mr. Chancellor PI'TT moved for eſtimates of the ordinary ex- 
wnton ! ences of the Navy, and the half- pay eſtabliſument for the charges 
elder, 3 f building and repairing ſhips, of the land forces, of the out-pen- 
ers oc Woners of Chelſca Hoſpital, &c. &c. and that an addreſs ſhould be 
lawful ade to His Majeſty, requeſting him to give directions for the ſame 
zh, dil eing laid before the Houſe ; after which he moved that the Houſe 
ghtſon Would reſolve itſelf into a Committee of Supply this day ſe nnight. 
> have \oreed to. 

Robert 


INVASION. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT moved to have the following paragraph 

f the King's ſpeech read: 

“ You will feel this peculiarly neceſſary at a moment when the 
enemy has openly manifeſted the intention of attempting a de- 
ſcent on theſe kingdoms. It cannot be doubted what would be 
the iſſue of ſuch an enterprize, but it befits your wiſdom to neg- 
EO that may either preclude the attempt, or ſe- 

the 


ſpeedieſt means of turning it to the oonfuſion and ruin of 
the enemy.“ 


He then gave notice, that on Tueſday next he world-n -move for a 
ommittee of the whole Houſe, for the purpoſe of propoſing in it 
meaſure calculated to protect the country againſt the poſſible dan» 
er alluded to in the ſpeech from the Throne. 

The Houſe adjourned at four o'clock. 
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An ACCOUNT of the Value of BRTrisH and Forxicx | 
MERCHANDIZE imported and exported, for the half Years Y 
ending the 5th July, 1795, the 5th January, 1796, and the 


off 

5th July, 1796 ; diſtinguiſhing the ſeveral AxTIcIESs which Wl 

exceed in Value 10, oool. Av 

FOREIGN MERCHANDIZE IMPORTED. F- 
__ PECIE 32 | Halt Year 55 Half Year | Half You 

| * ending ending endin 
| GOODS. 5th July 1795. 5th Jan. 1796. 5th July 1796. 
. x 7 7 RE” 
Aſhes, Pearl and Pot 17,754 43,688 38, 391 
Barilla — — 347,237 30, 2 37 26,448 
Brimſtone — — 3-344 $430 G 11,597 
Briſtles, undreſt — „„ 15,022 
Cattle, Cows, and Oxen 2,408 8, 438 7, 300 
Cork — — 9,205 10,440 4,258 
, Corn, 
Barley 8 3 25 7,691 6,233 3.958 
Beans — — 7.261 3.454 12,214 
Oats — — 194,581 52.926 207, 578 
Pcaſe — — 14.924 4.898 18,723 
—_ 1714 7+594 $1,079 
— Meal — 13,843 | 34921 
heat —— — |}. 46,543 305,339 432,957 
— PFlour — 2,490 10, 394 58,515 
Drugs. g 
Caſſia Fiſtula — 5,674 8,036 122 
Cortex Peru — 20,213 1,703 11,678 
Gum Arabic — 1,091 9,076 | 7,622 
Ifinglaſs — — 5,810 19,828 1,469 
Juniper Berries — 3,563 10, 79 6,009 
Succus Liquoritiz — 6,497 19,012 17,091 
Dye Stuffs, &c. 

. .'— | 2,043 693 434 

Cochineal — — 109,417 125,29 60, 540 
Fuſtic — — 8,011 11,593 34452 
Indigo — — $5,178 31,153 25761 
Logwood — — 12,32 415754 26,373 
Madder — — 20,051 | 64,8 85 45,087 
Roots — 3-996 5,389 24,301 
Mahogan— =— 2,419 8 147 14,400 
Redwood — — | 12,649 6,710 131339 

| 


W 0cr. 17. 


Elephant's Teeth 
Feathers for Reds 


Flax, Rough 
Glaſs Plates | 
Grocery. 


Cocoa —— 
Coffee — 
Currants — 
Ginger —— 
Pimento — 
8 Denia — 
2 | Lexia — 
2 

8 Smyrna 

& Solis FR: 


Rice 
Sugar, Brown 


Hemp, Rough 
Hides, Loſh 

Ox or Cow 
Iron Bar 3 


Linen. 


Canvas, Heſſens 
Spruce 
Germany, Narrow 
Iriſh, Plain 


Fiſh, Herrings, White 


Fruit, Lem. and Orang. 


Ruſſia, broad, above 


Narrow 


Oil, Ordinary 
—— Salad 
— Train 


Proviſions. 


Seeds, Linſeed 
Silk, Raw 3 
— Thrown 


1 
312 


[11 


— 


L414-44+E-E3+ 


EZE 


— 


224 


36 


— 


E 


7-752 


7552 
10, 08 5 


160,092 


11,612 


35547 


10, 237 
888,909 
20,001 


19,052 
25,554 
4053 
15, 600 
7,888 
8,635 


56,744 
2,151,701 


393,072 
6,721 
16,523 


356,215 


22,783 
23,019 
60,814 
666,014 
85,384 
6,443 


31,449 
10,98; 


23,003 
8,316 
83, 894 


15, 258 
50,581 
175,277 
6,087 
86, 517 


44,845 


36,074 | 


261,250 


- 67 


7,873 
6,051 
303 
106,385 
16,570 


9,977 


626 
927,545 
22,495 
3.811 
11,497 
11,347 
55073 
894 
35093 
132,440 
373,085 


55847 
2,614 
13,976 
108, 213 


16,053 
5762 
58,624 
61,643 
27,834 
1,611 
9,729 
3,151 


545194 
3,437 
51,953 


98, 203 
115,716 
165,043 

18,846 
153,117 

13,753 


48,143 
354-870 
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Beaver —— =— 144 31,228 4,648 
Calf, Raw — 6,243 34,344 8,854 
Deer, in Hair — 17,695 43,525 24,401 
Goat, Raw — 9.732 19,176 19,127 
Martin —— — 629 13,971 44257 
Spirits, Brandy — 20,711 16,000 69,220 
Geneva — 2,842 8,350 I 3,503 
: Rum _ 13,658 | 137,232 313791 
Starch —_— — — 463 46,334 
Tallow —— — 39297 95,620 98,357 
Tar — — 26,946 61,251 27,103 
Tobacco — — 84.914 116,700 742449 
Turpentine — . 11,643 11,288 17,262 
ax, Bees — 11,018 9,136 44207 
hale Fins — 9,696 35,111 369 
Wine. 
French — — 7,112 6,936 972 37 
Madeira — — 2,189 12,106 2,895 
Port —ʃ— — 283,532 317,671 135.279 
Spaniſh — — 73,650 90, 211 20,515 
Wood. 
Deals —— — 16,588 35.623 21,211 
Mafts — — 40,159 142,041 194,801 
Plank, Oak — 2,955 11,347 7,409 
Staves — * 34172 35,210 144541 
Timber, Fir — 25,908 69,499 44,612 
Wool, Cotton — 310, 615 438,637 402,446 
— Spaniſh — 68, 838 219,002 143,926 
Yarn, Linen, Rav - 54,460 283,955 178,686 
Miſcellaneous Articles 485,250 972,499 675,345 
Total — 4,786,742 | 10,043,184 | 6,999,659 


% 


ending 5th July, 1796, compared with the correſ 


Exceſs in Favour of the Imports of the Half Year, 
2,212,917 
ponding Period, 1795, 


Note, —From the Manner in which the. Importations from the Countries 
within the Limits of the Eaſt India Company's Charter are 
brought to Account in the Books of the C 'the Halt 

; Yearly Periods cannot be diſtinguiſhed, nor can any Account 
Whatever be as yet rendered of the Eaſt India Imports for the 

Half Year, ending 5th July, 1796. The Inſpector Genera, 

for theſe Reaſons, has, in order to preſerve the comparative 


\ View, omitted, in all the three Periods of the above Account, 


Mons, 


for the 
3eneral, 
parative 
ccount, 


1. 114 


The 


I 


the whole Im 


in the Half 
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the Value of the Importations from India and China, which, + 
in the Year 1795, amounted to 5,760,7951. agreeably to the 
Eſtimates or Rates of Value in his Office. 


69 


rincipal Importations from the Weſt Indies, and almoſt 
rtations from Canada and the Baltic, are made 


ear, ending at Chriſtmas, the Value, therefore, 
of the Imports of that Period will always be found greatly to 
exceed thoſe of the Half Year, ending at Midſummer. 


FOREIGN MERCHANDIZE EXPORTED. 


Tron Bar 


ſhes Pearl and Pot 
Borax, refined 


Cortex Peru 


Rhubarb 
Cochineal 
Fuſtic 


Indigo 


Logwood 
Nicoragua 


Flax, Rough 


ocoa 
Coffee 
Ginger 
Pepper 
Pimento 


Rice — 


Sugar 


Tea — 


Germany, Narrow 
Fim 


At Value 
Ruſſia, above 36 


Callicoes 
Muſlins 
Nankeens 


Prohibited 


© — 


Butter 
Pork 


AAA 


nnn 


BE: 


] 


EAA 


Half Vear 
ending 


5th July, 1795 


£ 
15,643 


14,510 
7410 
45,014 
56,522 
3,79! 
69,187 
2,766 


6,929 


7.358 
6.747 
1,174,094 
6,711 
111,660 
10,990 
7,642 
183,909 
222,675 


24.342 


24,282 
I 35,352 
13,887 
9844 
576,849 
281,034 
2,897 
240,017 
10,792 
3.837 
8.846 


770 


Half Year 


ending 


5th Jan. 1796. 


Half Year 


ending 


4. 
15.127 


7929 
2,685 
$7,186 
74,228 
6,28 5 
206, 879 


21,597 
4,563 


2,843 
77,780 
3.204, 877 
19,291 
138,427 
13.862 
18,115 
593.958 
242, 600 


28,593 


45,610 
246,848 
16,696 
12,833 


147771 
157,012 


10,858 


303, 666 
23,762 


97790 
9,183 | 


10,635 


2,157,220 
8,330 
115,949 
10,604. 
28,805 
303,160 
220,857 


65,977 


31,090 
160,568 
21,677 
16, 100 


2»ꝛůũ 


5th July, 1796 


649,865 
201, 


e 567 3 
298,613 
26,480 
23,222 
12,775 


1,140 
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Silk, Bengal Ry 


wn 


Skins, Beaver 


— 


Deer in Hair 


Spirits, Rum 

Tobacco 

Wine, French 
Port 
Spaniſh | 


Wool, Cotton 
Spaniſh 


Miſcellaneous 
Total 


Exceſs in Favour of the Foreign Merchandize exported, 
5th July, 1796, compared 


in the Half Year m__ of 
eriod of 1795 


with the correſponding 


The large Exceſs of the Value of the Exports, in the Hz 
Year ending at Chriſtmas, over the Half Year ending: 
Midſummer, in a great Meaſure ariſes from the Weſt Indu 
Products, ſuch as Sugar, Coffee, Cocoa, &c. being chief} 
exported from this Country in the Chriſtmas Quarter, 


BRITISH MSNUFACTURES EXPORTED. 
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| I 3,014 | 12,691 ö _ 234310 1 
213429 19,708 39,481 
12,034 | 7,286 3 
51,086 38, 102 43,153 $S 
224,561 207,986 134, 8 13 
14,047 23,757 20, 370 
6,766 17,846 16, 218 
8,977 4304 225067 
22,890 „ THI 11,574 
9,174 16,129 9,207 
182,915 | 385,830 | 305,760 
3-862,243 |. 6,794,359 | $317,640 


1,4557397 


* 


a 
— 


| Half Year | Half Year Half Year 
ending ending ending 
5th July, r1795i5th Jan. 1996. 5th July, 1796 
: L- - 2 
Allum — — 15,960 19,564 18,496 
Apothecary Ware — 24,954 | 16,921 26,224 
Apparel, Garments 10,962 7,129 16,393 
Bark —— — 3,657 11,778 34,638 
Beer — 26,561 29,095 35,910 
—_ 12,647 8,537 8,472 
Braſs, Wrought — 221,113 53,030 139,101 
Candles, Tallow — 13,083 14,680 21,937 
Cattle, Horſes — 6,100 4,680 4,470 
Chariots and Coaches 17,650 1,785 8,075 
Coalss— — 218,877 218,307 211,527 
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ppelter . 
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ow tockings, Thread — 
- pugar, Refined — 
937 Ho 
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5075 Plates EY 
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26,849 | 27726 
331, 597 108,048 
8,943 55405 
22,927 6,314 
8,748 29, 546 
895,179 I,157,500 
7 129 16,1 15 
5.299 51,926 
43.533 39,585 
5,869 10,051 
47,702 49,513 
100, 504 37047 
37,095 40,482 
21,730 26,150 
25,945 13,648 
453-147 | 425,566 
$7,168 51,850 
12,177 6,089 
19.943 | 78,476 
22,467 24,504 
203,601 347,836 
14,255 6,073 
51,400 3425 
4,140 22,991 
33605 355871 
14,0 | - 72,084 
6,358 6,948 
5 15 2,516 
564 8,123 
8,427 14,746 
31,386 52.886 
102,515 106,555 
$0,017 $44413 
35,116 | 21,105 
4+341 1509 
5,100 | 9,107 
6.4 75254 
%% 4400 
370,276 337-984 
5851 | 136, $94 
26.914 40,440 . 


11 


41,611 
211, 305 
6,709 
20,520 
18,20q 


1,463 099 


11 620 
3,601 


66,519 
14,779 


60,603 
91,268 
57-064 
17, 808 


234570 
506,333 


58, 42 
4.515 
21,541 
32,504 
328,854 


4,481 
28,400 


7,006 


45,852 


15,256 
7.655 
12,808 

7371 


21.367 
40, 049 
136,755 
69,072 
31,023 
18.886 
„ 
37-497 
17,159 
2753057 


55,918 
24,682 


8 PARLIAMENTARY [Coumon, 


Watches — — 18,902 25,048 25,221 
Woollen Goods I 2,045,958 | 2,469,637 | 2,821,192 


Yarn, Cotton — 14915 32,966 $8,959 


Miſcellaneous — 1,586,370 1,746,086 | 1,982,962 


Total —| 7,599,065 | 8,088,553 | 9,345,062 


| — 


Exceſs in Favour of the Britiſh Manufactures exported, 
in the Half Year ending 5th July, 1796, com- 1,755,997 
pared with the correſponding Period of 1795 | 


Exceſs in Favour of the Foreign Merchandize exported, 
in the Half Year ending th July, 1796, brought 1,455,397 
from its proper Account — — 


Total Increaſe of _ and Foreign ——— EX= 
rted, in the Half Year ending 5th July, 1796 | 
chmpared with the correſponding Period of the pre- 35211394 


ceding Year — — — 


THOMAS — a R * : 
Inſpector General of the Imports and Exports of Great 
Britain and the Britiſh Colonies, 


As the Returns of the Imports and Exports of Scotland for the 
Half Year ending 5th July, 1796, are not yet received, the 
above Account therefore is confined to England. 


Inſpector General's Office, 
Cuſtom Houſe, London, 
13th Oct. 1796. 
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Vol. I. 


1 PARLIAMENTARY —& [CoMMons, 
” Wedneſday, 1 2th October. 


A petition, complaining of an undue return from the town d 
Canterbury, was preſented, and ordered for conſideration the 29th 
of November next. 

A petition from Peter Moore and Philip Francis, Eſqrs. com. 
plaining of an undue return from Tewkeſbury, was preſented, and 
ordered for conſideration the firſt of December next. 

Mr. ROSE moved that an account of all the Exchequer bills, 
iſſued in purſuance of three acts of Parliament paſſed laſt ſeſſion, 
be laid before the Houfe. — Agreed to 


Thurſday, 13th October. 


Mr, Serjeant ADAIR gave notice, that on Monday next he 
would move for leave to bring in a bill ſimilar to that which paſſed 
through the Houſe laſt year, and which was ſtapped by the Lords, 
becauſe it was preſented at a period of the Seſſion w ben there wa 
not time for diſcufling its merits. The object of the bill was to 
make ſome regulations reſpecting the obligation of the Quakers to 
pay tithes, and, to make their affirmation in courts of Juſtice, evi- 
dence in criminal as well as in civil caſes. 

A petition was preſented from Sir John Henderſon, of Fordel, 
complaining of an undue election for the boxough of Stirling, &. 
which was ordered to be taken into conſideration on Tueſday, thi 
6th of December. 


Friday, 14th October. 


A ſecond petition was preſented, complaining of an undue elce: 
tion for the borough of Downton, in the county of Wilts. Or 
dered to be taken into conſideration on the day appointed for tht 
former petition. | 

The SECRETARY AT WAR laid before the Houſe a w. 
riety of ariny eſtimates, which he moved to be taken into conlid- 
ration in a committee of ſupply this day ſe'nnight. 

Mr. BROUGHTON moved for an account of the revenue ani 
charges of the Eaſt-India Company for the years 1795, 1796; 

an account of their ſtock and capital; an account of their ſales d 
goods for the ſame period; an account of the amount of the fal 
of goods, with the rate of freight and private profit, and from 
1793. 

The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee of Gnas: 

Mr. PYBUS faid, that however anxious they all mig ht be tha 

the negociations which had been opened might terminate in an br 


% 


ons, r. 14.1 DEBATES. $3 


2urable peace, the committee would ſtill perceive the neceſſity of 
placing our means of defence in the moſt reſpectable poſture, and 


OWN of ; | 

e 291) reparing the country for either alternative. He therefore enter- 
ained full confidence that the reſolutions he had to propoſe would 

. com- ect with no oppoſition. He then moved * that one hundred and 

ed, and wenty thouſand men ſhould be employed for the ſervice of the 


avy for the year 1797, including 20,000 marines, and that 41. 
der month for 13 months, ſhould be granted for each man.” 
General TARLETON faid he did not rife to object to the vote 
hen before the Committee ; nor had he any intention in the remoteſt 
degrec, to depreciate the ſervices of our gallant naval officers and 
ardy ſeamen. He had heard and read of their achievements 
hroughout the war, with as much pleaſure as any Engliſhman 
whatever. And in the ſkill and bravery of our navy, he concei- 
ved Great Britain would always find the beſt defence and ſafeguard 
againſt the external enemies ; but as the repreſentative of one of 
the greateſt commercial towns in Europe, he eſteemed it to be his 
duty to place before the Committee, a few obſervations on two ma- 
terial and intereſting ſubjects. His Majeſty's ſpeech had informed 
the Houſe that the fleets of the encmy had for the greater part of 
the year heen blocked up in their own ports; alluding to that part 
of the ſpeech, and conſcious of the immenſe naval force poſſeſſed 
by this country, he wiſhed to know why the ſquadron of Admiral 
Richery had been ſuffered to move from Cadiz. The equivocal 
ſituation of Spain might perhaps account for this. If the Britiſh 
Admiral, who was cruizing off Cadiz, had received inſtructions to 
leave his ſtation, or thought it is duty to do ſo, that was a ſuffici- 
ent reaſon. But there was another point upon which ſome dire&t 
information from His Majeſty's Miniſters appeared to him to be ne- 
ceflary, Every perſon was acquainted with the failing of Admiral 
Richery's fleet—every perſon had heard of its arrival and opera- 
tions at Newfoundland—he wiſhed to have ſome official detail upon 
the ſubject. Another report had been circulated within theſe two 
days of a more diſagreeable nature. Several of the ſhips (fix or 
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enue ani ſeven) of the Quebec fleet had been captured. This was an event 
1 7 90 or much conſequence ; the Houſe were*aware that a ſecond convoy 
ir * 1 was expected from Quebec; under all theſe circumſtances, he 
the 


wiſhed to know if miniſters had provided againſt offenſive opera- 
tions in Newfoundland, or if they thought the ſeaſon was drawing 
nigh that would drive the enemy from the coaſt ;—on this label 
he wiſhed to reccive ſome official information. 
Mr. PYBUS faid, that Government had certainly received offi- 
cial accounts that the enemy had landed and committed a certain 
M 2 
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degree of damage upon the coaſt of Newfoundland ; but they had 
alſo reaſon to believe that they had now retired from that quarter. 40 
The two reſolutions were then put and carried, and the Houſe 


being reſumed, the report was ordered to be received on Monday. 
Monday, 17th Octoler. 


A petition was preſented by the unſueceſsful candidate for the 
borough of Malmſbury, and another on the part of the eleQors, 
complaining of an undue election for that borough. Both petitions 
were ordered to be taken into conſideration on Tueſday the 1ſt of 
November. | 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T obſerved, that it appeared to him to be 

neceſſary that ſome meaſure of regulation ſhould be adopted rela- 
tive to petitions preſented to the Houſe, complaining of undue re- 
turns at elections, and that he ſhould have to propoſe ſomething to 
that effect to-morrow. 
Mer. Serjeant ADAIR faid, he roſe in conſequence of the no- 
tice he had the honour two days ago to give the Houſe, for the pur- 
poſe of moving for leave to bring in a bill for the relief of that reſ- 
pectable body of people the Quakers. His motives for this pro- 
ceeding he would ftate as ſhortly as poſſible, as well as the reaſons 
which induced him to bring forward the buſineſs in the laſt Parlia- 
ment. He entertained no doubt but that the opinion of the preſent 
Parliament upon the ſubje& would entirely coincide with that of 
the laſt, He was ſure that in the laſt Parliament, the principles 
on which the bill was framed, were ſuch as gave univerſal fatisfac- 
tion. The object of the bill which he wiſhed to paſs into a law, 
was two-fold : Firſt, to grant relief to the Quakers, with regard 
to the impriſonment of their perſons for non-payment of tythes 
and in the next place, to render their affirmation evidence, in eri- 
minal as well as in civil caſes in courts of juſtice. - Nothing, he 
faid, could be more congenial to the principles of juſtice, than to 
extend that relief, which the bill intended, to a body of men, who 
were univerſally and juſtly allowed to be as unoffending and as obe- 
dient to the laws as any ſet of men in the country ; and certain he 
was, however we might differ from them on account of thcir reli- 
gious ſcruples, that the Houſe, actuated by the principles and love 
of liberty, would be cver ready to give way to the ſcruples of per- 
ſons upon matters of religion or conſcience, and while they. were 
ſatisfied that theſe ſcruples were fincere, would treat them with re- 
peR and indulgence. 

The legiſlature had formerly granted ind FRED © to the Quakers 
reſpecting the payment of tithes. They conſidered the payment d 
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40s. : 

had ythes, in a certain form, as contrary to the divine law, and there- 
Ar fore thought they ought not to obcy a human law, if it appeared to 
Houſ them contrary to the divine one. That they were fincere in that 
bay. opinion was evinced by its having been productive of many tem- 


porary inconveniences to them, having ſubjected ſome of them 
to perpetual impriſonment, which they - ſuffered in filence, rather 
than give up their ſeruples. Under theſe circumſtances, the legiſ- 
lature had taken the ſubject into conſideration, and accordingly we 
find, that in the 7th and the 8th of King William it was provi- 
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1} r 9d, that where the payment of tythes did not exceed 1ol. a re- 

medy was given to the Quakers in a certain manner there deſcribed ; 
to be experience had ſhewn the wiſdom of that meaſure. It was his 
rc. ect now to make the principle of that meaſure more extenſive 
URS 7. in its effect. The Quakers did not object to the payment of tythes, 


provided they were not made active in their obedience to the law, 
by which tythes were claimed of them, but their ſeruples of conſei- 
ence led them to think it a breach of the divine law for them to be 
active in their obedience to a civil inſtitution, which they conſide- 


ing to 


1C N0- 
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N red as repugnant to divine authority; and as our law now Rood, 
s pro- the proceſs might be ſuch as to compel them to be thus active againſt 


reaſon heir conſcience, they therefore were ſubject to perpetual impriſon- 


Darlia- ment when an attachment was iſſued againſt their perſons for the 
preſent I © Payment of tythes. To this perpetual impriſonment (although 
* they poſſeſſed the means) they had ſubmitted, rather than be ac- 
neiple tive in the payment of tythes, becauſe they thought, that by being 
WS! HE ſo, they offended againſt the divine will. It was with a view of 


relieving tli:eſe conſcientious men that he brought in the bill which 
paſſed that Houſe in the laſt Parliament; and which it was his ob- 
ject now to renew. In the reign of George I. there was a mea- 
ſure fimilar to this introduced, but as it did not go beyond the ſum 
of 101. it had been found inadequate to the grievance which it was 
its object to redreſs. It was his intention, in the meaſure he was 
about to bring forward, to adopt the principle of that bill, to con- 
form to. its proviſions, and to give additional power as to the means: 
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ly of obtaining coſts. The meaſure which he was propoſing, had 
* nothing new in its nature; it was only enlarging the amount of the 


ſum for which the remedy was already provided: but although be. 


» 7 wiſhed to relieve the Quakers from the hardſhips they ſuffered, yet 
i mn he had no view of doing ſo without a due regard alſo to the inte- 


reſt of the clergy who were entitled to tythes ; on the contrary, the 
meaſure he was about to propoſe would facilitate the recovery of 
their demands, for as the law now ſtands the clergyman loſes his 
profits when the Quakers ſubmits to perpetual impriſonment. - 
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In cafes of much legal difficulty, ſuch as moduſſes, &e. he 
"ſhould propoſe the queſtion to be referred to ſuperior courts, ſince 
gentlemen in the commiſſion of the peace, however well qualified 
to perform their duty, could not be expected to underſtand all the 
intricacies of ſuch points. The bill therefore which he propoſed 
to bring in ſhould have ſome proviſions upon that head ; but, if it 
ſhould appear that the party proſecuting his claim, had had recourſe 
to the higher authority when the inferior juriſdiion was competent 
to decide it, then ſuch party ſhould have no more coſts. than if he 
had purſued his remedy in the inferior and ordinary way. 

Theſe were the outlines of the bill which he propoſed to intro. 
duce, a meaſure which had the double aſpect of relieving the Qua- 
ker and ſecuring the property of the miniſters of our eſtabliſhed 
church. 

There was another point, however, to be conſidered, a provi- 
fion which reſpected the adminiſtration of Juſtice, as it regarded the 
evidence to be received in our courts of law, in matters of crimi- 
nal juriſdiction.— He intended to introduce into the bill he was 
now about to propoſe what was inſerted in the former bill. Expe- 
rience had ſhewn the expediency of receiving the affirmation of 
Quakers in civil caſes. In criminal cafes the judges had often 
ſeen and lamented (as he had himſelf in a great criminal court) the 
miſchief that aroſe from excluding the crown and the public from 
the benefit of the affirmation of the Quakers ; and therefore he 
ſhould propoſe the taking the. affirmations of Quakers in criminal 
as well as in civil caſes, as evidence in courts of law. This was 
analogous to the principle which had guided our courts in their 
proceedings upon evidence. Nor had he any doubt that if the 
courts had not conſidered the ſtatute which made the affirmation of 
a Quaker admiſſible evidence in civil caſes, a reſtriction in a eri- 
minal caſe, the judges would all (he certainly ſhould himſelf) have 
taken the affirmation of 2 Quaker in all cafes like an oath. Far 
they had taken the oaths of perſons of perſuaſions different from 
our own. The bill ſhould therefore enact, that the affrrmation 
of Quakers ſhould be taken in criminal caſes. When he ſtated 
this, he knew there were many of the Quakers who did not wiſh 
it ; he believed there were many of them who would not like to 
ſee that proviſion in the bill; but he ſhould do it, becauſe he 
thought it was a proviſion which the adminiſtration of juſtice called 
for ; as he had known many who were guilty of the moſt atrocious 
offences eſcape puniſhment on account of this deficiency i in the ad- 
miſſibility of evidence. 2s 
He ſhould treſpaſs no farther u upon the Houſe than to ſay, that 
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f leave be given to bring in the bill, gentlemen would take an op- 
,ortunity of diſcuſſing it in its various ſtages. There were parts of it 


ce. he 
| ſince 


alified hich could be better diſcuſſed in a Committee than in any other 
11 the age of it; he ſhould, if permitted, bring it in preciſely in the 
opoſed orm in which it paſſed that Houſe in the laſt Parliament. Gen- 


if it Wtlemen might of courſe propoſe what amendment they ſhould think 


courſe iet in the Committee. He did not indeed pledge hinifelf not to 
petent propoſe ſome amendments in it himſelf. Perhaps he might be of 
if he opinion that the amendments that were adopted by the Houſe in 


the former bill ought to be left out. Without pledging himſelf, 
therefore, to adhere to every clauſe in the bill which he had the 
honour to propoſe, he moved That leave be given to bring in a 
bilt for the farther relief of the people called Quakers, as to the 
impriſonment of their perſons for the non-payment of tythes ; and 


intro- 


Qua- 
bliſhed 


provi. for making their folemn afiirmation evidence in criminal as well 
ed the Nas civil cafes.” Granted. 

erimi⸗ Tueſday, 18th October. 

e Was 

Expe- A petition was preſented from Edward Knubley, Eſq. and Sir 
ion of James Graham, complaining of an undue election for Carliſle, 


often which was ordered to be taken into conſideration on Thurſday the 
t) the Sch of December. ; 
e from Alſo, a petition from Shipley, Eſq. againſt the election 


at Colcheſter, which was referred for conſideration to Tueſday the 
13th of December. 

Likewiſe a petition from John Hill, Eſq. againſt the Shrewſ- 
bury election, to be confidered on Thurſday the 15th of De- 
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tion of I. Mir. Secretary DUNDAS brought up the additional articles f 
a eri- the Treaty of Navigation and Commerce between Great Britain 
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and the United States of America, as ratified at London and Phi- 

ladelphia, which were ordered to lie upon the table. | 
Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that as it would certainly be fatis- 

factory to all the parties concerned in controverted elections that 


- ſtated they ſhould be decided as ſoon as poſſible, he had yeſterday given 
xt wiſh notice that he would on this day ſuggeſt ſome regulations, in order 
like to v bring them to the ſpeedieſt poſſible termination. It was impoſ- 
uſc he {ible for him to extend theſe regulations to all the petitions, be- 
called uſe there were ſtill two days open for their reception, and he did 
-ocious not know how many in the courſe of that time might be preſented. 


But as there had been twelve petitions preſented already, he con- 
ceived that fix of theſe might be decided before the Chriſtmas 
holidays, without interfering with other matters of important dif- 
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ceuſſion, which would certainly occupy a conſiderable ſhare of the 


attention of the Houſe. With reſpect to the reſt he hoped tha 1 
they would be heard as ſoon as poſſibie after the Chriſtmas receſz 3 


and that this Porliament would ſet an example of diſpatch in 
bufineſs, upon which the character and dignity of the Houſe ft 
mueh depended, and that they would inconteſtably prove the bene. 
ficial tendency of the bill lately paſſed upon the ſubject, by ſettling 
every controverted election in the courſe of the preſent ſeſſion. 

The order of the day being read, and the Houſe having re. 
ſol ved itſelf imo a Committee to confider the clauſe of His Ma. 

jeſty's ſpeech reſpeRing an invaſion—that paragraph of the ſpeech 
was read as follows : 

« You will feel this peculiarly neceſſary at a moment when the 
tc enemy has openly mani fected the intention of attempting a de- 
« ſcent on theſe kingdoms. It cannot be doubted what would 
« be the iſſue of ſuch an enterpriſe ; but it befits your wiſdom 
« to negle& no precautions that may either preclude the attempt, 
cc or ſecure the ſpeedieſt means of turning it to the confuſion and 
«& ruin of the enemy.” 

Mr. Chancellor PITT. After the unanimous vote which the 
Houſe gave upon the firſt day of the ſeſſion, and their genen 
concurrence in that part of the Addreſs which reſpects a foreign 
invaſion, it would be doing injuſtice to the feelings which were 
then expreſſed, were I to make any apology for calling their at. 
temion to the ſubject on the preſent occaſion. I ſhall not detain 
them therefore a ſingle moment in ſhewing the propriety of laying 
before them at ſo early a period the meaſures which I mean this 
day to propoſe. It is equally our duty and our intereſt by every 
means in our power, and by every exertion of which we are ca- 
pable, if poſſible in the language of the Addreſs, to preclude the 
attempt, and at the ſame time to take ſuch, meaſures of defence as 
ſhall cauſe the invaſion, if it ſhould be attempted, to iſſue in the 
confuſion and ruin of the enemy. I ſhall not at preſent go much 
at large into the detail of preparations, but merely ſuggeſt a gene- 
ral outline of- defence, which if it ſhould be approved of by the 
Committee, may be particularly diſcuſſed when the bills are after- 
wards brought in upon the reſolutions. The general conſiderations 
are few and obvious. The natural defence of this kingdom, in 
caſe of invaſion, is certainly. its naval force. This preſents a for- 
midable barrier in whatever point the enemy may dire& their 
attack. In this department, however, little now remains to be 
done, our fleet at this moment being more reſpectable and more 
— than ever it was at any other period in the hiſtory & 
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he country. But ſtrong and powerful, even as it at preſent is, it 
capable of conſiderable increaſe, could an additional ſupply of 
men, or even landſmen, who in a very ſhort time might be 
rained to an adequate knowledge of the naval ſervice, be procured. 
or this purpoſe I would ſuggeſt a levy upon the different pariſhes 
wroughout the kingdom, an expedient preciſely ſimilar to that 
ich was praiſed with ſo much ſucceſs nearly two years ago. 
This levy, however, I would not confine as a mode of ſupply for 
e ſea ſervice. It is certainly of the higheſt importance both for 
e internal defence of the country and the ſecurity of our foreign 
doſſeſſions, that all the old regiments ſhould be compleat. But 
very one muſt be ſenſible, that from the numbers in thoſe regi- 
ents who have fallen a facrifice to ſickneſs and the fortune of 
rar, a more expeditious method muſt be adopted for their comple- 
ion, than the ordinary mode of recruiting ſupplies, in order that 
he country may be able to avail itſelf of this arm of ſtrength. I 
ould propoſe, therefore, in the firſt place, a levy of fifteen thou- 
and men from the different pariſhes for the ſea ſervice, and for 
ecruiting the regiments of the line. The Committee, however, 
uſt be ſenſible when a plan of invaſion is in agitation, a ſcheme 
vhich almoſt at another time would not have been conceived, and 
in attempt, which by any other enemy than that with whom we 
ave now to contend, might have been juſtly deemed impracticable, 
hat a more enlarged and a more expenſive plan of prevention and 
ff defence is neceſſary. In digeſting this plan there are two 
onſiderations of which we ought not to loſe fight. The firſt 
s the means (which muſt not be altogether new) of calling toge- 
her a land force, ſufficiently ſtrong to fruſtrate the attempt, keep- 
ng our naval force entirely out of view; And ſccondly, to adopt 
uch meaſures in raiſing this force as ſhall not materially inter- 
ere with the induſtry, the agriculture and the commerce of the 
ountry. It will be for the Houſe to decide upon the degree to 
yhich the former conſideration ought to be permitted to interfere 
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20 much im the \latter. A primary object will be to raiſe, and gradually 
a gene. Wo train, ha a force as may in a ſhort time be fit for ſervice. 
F by the Of all the modes of attaining this object, there is aone ſo expedi- 
re after- tous, ſo effectual, and attended with fo little expence, as that of 
Jerations aiſing a ſupplemental levy of militia, to be grafted upon the preſent 
dom, in Mgablimment. I ſhould propoſe that this ſupplement ſhall conſiſt 
ts a for of ſixty thouſand men, not to be immediately called out, but to 
. their Ne enrolled, officered and gradually trained, fo as to be fit for ſer- 
et ice at a time of danger. The beſt mode of training them with- 
n 


ut withdrawing too many at one time from their regular purſuits, 
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will be to embody one ſixth part in regular ſucceſſion, each to h 
trained for twenty days, in the courſe of which they may becom 
tolerable proficients in the military exerciſe. With reſpect to the 
mode of conducting the levy, the returns that have been lately 
made from the different counties ſhew the preſent levies to be cx. 
tremely diſproportioned, and that the clauſe in the act which pro 
vides againſt this abuſe has never been executed. Accordingy 
we find that in ſome counties the proportion is one out of ſeven 
and in others one out of three. It will be expedient theref 
to regulate the future levy, not by the proportions now exiſting 
but by a general eſtimate of the inhabitants who are able to 
arms. The next conſideration which merits attention, is th 
manner in which the troops are to be furniſhed, which I thini 
ought to be generally from all parts of the kingdom, and thi 
an obligation be impoſed upon thoſe who are balloted either 1 
ſerve in perſon, or to provide a ſubſtitute ; and the better to pre. 
ſerve the general proportion, that this ſubſtitute be provided eithe 
from the pariſh in which the perſon balloted reſides, or from 
pariſh immediately adjoining. It will be proper alſo to remon 
the preſent exemption from thoſe who have more than one chill 
on the expreſs condition that they ſhall not be called upon t 
ſerve out of the pariſh in which they live. The mode of train 
ing only one ſixth part of the whole, twenty days in ſucceſſion 
as it will only withdraw ten thouſand at a time from thei 
uſual occupations, conſequently will not much infringe upon t 
general order of the community. Of courſe they muſt be pr 
vided with ſome fort of uniform, but it will be of the coarſd 
kind, and ſuch as may be purchaſed at a ſmall expence. A ſuſ 
ficient number of arms will alſo be in readineſs for ſupplyi 
each man in the moment of danger. Another meaſure which 
would ſuggeſt to the Committee, is to provide a conſiderable ford 
of irregular cavalry. The regular cavalry on the preſent eſtabli 
ment is certainly by no means inconſiderable, and the yeomant 
cavalry, which from their numbers are ſufficiently reſpeQabl 
we have found to be highly uſeful in fecuring the quict and mal 
taining the internal tranquillity of the country. But with a vie 
to repelling an invaſion, the more that this ſpecies of force is ei 
tended the greater advantage is likely to accrue from it, as ani 
vading enemy, who muſt be deſtitute of horſes, can have no mea 
to meet it upon equal terms. Beſides, it is a ſpecies of for 
which, mzy be provided in a mode that will be attended with # 
moſt no cxpence to the public, and with little hardſhip to ind 
duals, In order to calculate the extent to which theſe irreg 
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to ſerve in perſon or to provide a ſubſtitute, ſhall have a certain 
time allowed him to return his licence ; but if he retains it after 
that period, he ſhall be obliged to comply with the regulation, 
I do not conceive that I form an exaggerated eſtimate, when | 
ſuppoſe that there are about ſeven thouſand perſons in the kingdom 
fit for being formed into a corps of excellent markſmen, and with 
whatever levity this propoſition may be treated, I am confident it 
is by no means unworthy of attention at a time, when we are 0c- 
eupied in contriving the beſt means of internal defence, and of 
converting a hoſtile invaſion to the ruin and confuſion of the in- 
vaders. I have now ſtated the general outline of the plan ; it will, 
perhaps, be better to poſtpone the diſcuſſion of its particular merits 
till we ſee the details in the bills which will be afterwards brought 
in, if the reſolutions which 1 ſhall have the honour to propoſe 
meet the approbation of the Committee, Upon the whole, then 
the amount of the force will be fiftcen thouſand men for the ſer- 
vice of the navy and for recruiting the regiments of the line, ſixty 
thouſand ſupplemental militia, nearly twenty thouſand irregular 
cavalry, (I ſay nearly, for there will be various deduQtions to be 
made, ſuch as thoſe, perhaps, who have the charge of a pariſh, 
and thoſe who have horſes already ſerving in the yeomanry cavalry, 
and ſeven thouſand markſmen. If the Committee ſhall think 
proper to approve the reſolutions, I ſhall bring in the bills as 
ſoon as poſſible, and allow a week for conſidering them. The 
Committee, however, mutt be ſenſible that the meaſures ought to 
be adopted as ſpeedily as poſſible; for every hour of additional 
delay is fraught with additional information to the enemy, and 
every additional notice to the enemy is accompanied with additional 
danger to ourſelves. He concluded with moving the firſt of : 
ſeries of reſolutions, embracing the different objects mentioned in 
his ſpecch, as follows: 
% That leave be given to bring in a bill to raiſe a certain num- 

« ber of men in the ſeveral countics of England, and from the 
„ different ſhires, ſtewartics, towns, and boroughs of Scotland, for 
« the ſervice of His Majeſty's army and navy.” 
Mir. SHERIDAN. In two points I am happy to agree with 
the right honourable gentleman, namely, that it will be a fitter 
opportunity for diſcuſſing the merits of the plan which he has 
ſuggeſted to the Committce after the bills are introduced, and that 
the ſcheme of preparation which he has now opened is nothing 
more than following up the vote of the Houſe on the firſt day of the 
Seſſion. I muſt confeſs however, I expected that the right honour 
able gentleman would have accompanied his ſtatement of defenſive 
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ertain operations with ſome explanation of the reaſons why it is neceſ- 
after gary to take any ſuch meaſures at all, The plan which he has in 
lation, view, if put in execution, will certainly impoſe additional burdens 
hen [ upon the people, and conſiderably ſubtract from the induſtry of the 
ngdom nation, in which its greateſt riches conſiſt. And before propoſing 
1 with a plan which inevitably has this tendency, it certainly is no un- 
dent it reaſonable expectation that its neceſſity ſhould have becn evinced. 
re ce- [ am aware that it would be improper to demand much preciſion 
and ot of explanation upon the ſubject, but becauſe it would not have 
he in- been conſiſtent with his duty to give a particular diſcloſure of cir- 
t will, cumſtances, ſurely that was no reaſon why he ſhould have left the 
merits neceſſity of the formidable arrangements which he has propoſed 
rought upon the vague and indefinite baſis on which they at preſent reſt. 
propoſe And if this Houſe of Commons is not diſpoſed to follow the ex- 
„ then ample of the laſt Parliament, to ſacrifice the rights of the people 
he ſer- to the regal prerogative, and to ſurrender with the blindneſs of im- 
» fixty plicit confidence the ditection of public affairs to the Miniſters of 
regular the Crown, I truit that as there are more new Members in this 
to be than in any former Parliament, (a circumſtance which of itſelf is 
pariſh, certainly pleaſing intelligence to the public), they at leaſt will think 


avalry, it a duty they owe to their conſtituents to demand ſome farther 


1 think ſatisfaction upon the ſubject, before they give an unqualified aſſent 
pills as to a project fo new and unprecedented. There is ſomething ex- 

The tremely peculiar in the mode of announcing the attempt in His 
ught tu Majeity's ſpeech, which I have certainly a right to conſider as the 
ditional ſpeech of the Miniſter. The werds «manifeſted the intention, are 


, and v2guc and indefinite, and I could wiſh that by ſome more expreſs 
ditional WJ communication they would attach to themſelves a greater ſhare of re- 
rſt of a WM ſponlibility for the meaſures in contemplation, than can reſult from 


the cautious terms in which His Majeſty's ſpeech is couched. 

I wiſh to be informed whether they know any thing of what 
is paſſing in France, or whether any preparations have been mak- 
ing for ſuch an attempt? I am ſure if they are entirely ignorant of 
this, the ſeeret-· ſervice money voted by Parliament muſt have been 
grofsiy mifapplicd. If they have taken the alarm merely from the 
bluſtering ſpeeches of French generals, or ſome threatening rhodo- 
montade which has paſſed in their councils, it has certainly been 
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he ha Wl moſt groundleſsly conceived. Were an invaſion to be attempted 
nd tha by the enemy, there is no man more ſanguine than J am, in think- 
nothing ing that the iſſue of ſuch an attempt would be highly honourable 


ay of the to the patriotiſm and the courage of the inhabitants of this country. 
honour- Any doubt that it would have a contrary iſſue is, in my opipion, 
lefenſite 


worthy of being treated only with contempt ; and if the Goyern- . 
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ment of France can be at all influenced by the idea of receiving af. 
ſiſtanee from the people of England, they are unfit to conduct the 
affairs of a great nation. Such pitiful ſuccour as they would find 
in this ifland, if there are any individuals of character fo depraved, 
and feelings fo degenerate as to join their ſtandard, would, I am 
ſure, rather impede than forward their progreſs. I cannot boaſt of 
poſſeſſing that military ardour, that chivalry of patriotiſm which [ 
have heard has been diſplayed at ſome meetings in the city, where 

2 wiſh has been expreſſed, that 3 or 400,000 Frenchmen might 
land here, merely to give them an opportunity of exerciſing their 
proweſs in ſlaughtering them, but I have no doubt that ruin and 
confuſion will be the fate of thoſe who may be hardy enough to un- 
dertake ſuch an enterprize. I agree with the right honourable gentle- 
man in all his ſtatements of the neceſſity and propriety of adopting 
meaſures of prevention and defence, if the enemy's intention be 
ſuch as to warrant them. I give this qualified aſſent to the mea- 
ſures which he propoſes to adopt, becauſe I profeſs to have no con- 
fidence whatever in the Miniſter. "Thoſe who implicitly confide 
in his judgment and fincerity will be diſpoſed to give him credit for 
the neceſſity of the ſteps which he is about to take. Thoſe who, 
with me, were witneſſes of their conduct during laſt Parliament, 
have fo often ſeen the preſent Miniſters raifing alarms in the coun- 
try when no danger :xiſted, merely to enlarge their own power, 
and to frighten the people into a haſty concurrence” with their un- 
principled ſchemes of aggrandiſement, that it cannot be ſurpriſing 
to them if [ ſuſpect their integrity on the preſent occaſion. I do 
not aſk preciſe information from them reſpecting the ſtate of France, 
but I with to know, whether they arc adviſed that there are ſhips 
collected at the different ports of the French coaſt, apparently for 
no other- purpoſe than that of being employcd as inſtrumental in 
invading this country? If their alarm is taken up on no other foun- 
dation than the empty rhodomontade of ſpeeches, all preparation 
to reſiſt an attempt which only exiſts in the diſtempered brain of a 
feveriſh orator, is abſurd and ridiculous. The idea of invaſion is 
by no means new. We have heard in this country of a project 
of invading France, and the march of our army to Paris was to 
conſummate the triumphs of the firſt campaign of the war. This 
was not lightly talked of, it was gravely ſtated in the graveſt of all 
aſſomblies, a Britiſh Houſe of Commons, by no obſcure perſon, 
but by gentlemen of great weight, and very nearly connected with 
the right honourable gentleman (Mr, Pitt), and at the time was 
mueh applauded by a great majority of the Houſe. One of the 
_ gentlemen who propoſcd. this daring line cf operation, in the enthu- 
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iaſm of the idea, entered the army, got the command of a regi- 
ment, and thus manifeſted the ſincerity of his intentions. But 


we never heard that the Government of France had taken any ſteps 


to repel the threatened danger. I will not diſguiſe my opinion that 
this note of preparation is founded for a purpoſe very different from 
that which has been this day profeſſed. We have heard that the 
French armies have been completely defcated and even annihilated 
in Germany, and except, like the frogs in the marſh, who were 
afraid of being attacked by the conquered bull, Miniſters ſuppoſe 
that the French, after being routed by the Emperor, are to come 
over and attack us, it is difficult to reconcile their preſent alarm 
with their other repreſentations. But ſuppoſing that the French 
really intend to make an invaſion upon this country, what is the 
natural inference that they will draw from the reſolutions which 
have been opened, and one of which has been propoſed for the ap- 
probation of the Committee? Do we not allow that the country is 
not at preſent prepared to repel any attack that may be made againſt 
it? In the laſt Parliament, a right honourable gentleman (Mr. Se- 
eretary Dundas) triumphantly antes and at the time expreſ- 
ſed his deſire that all Europe might hear it, but left even the Sten- 
torian vigour of his lungs ſhould not have carried the welcome in- 
telligence to the cars of all the new members who now fit in the 
Houſe, I ſhall re-ſtate it“ That with the naval and military 
force which the nation could then command, we had nothing to 
dread from the united efforts of the combined powers of Europe. 
Such was the uncxampled ſtrength of our navy, and ſuch the cou- 
rage and loyalty of our regular troops, aided by the zeal and intre- 
pidity of a vaſt eſtabliſhment of fencible and volunteer corps, that 
there was no poſſible danger to which we could be expoſed, whe- 
ther from our foreign or domeſtic enemies, that we might not en- 
counter with the moſt confident aſſurance of ſucceſs.” If the mar- 
tial ardour then teſtified by volunteer aſſociations, was not a mere 
ſpurt of loyalty, and if the perſons who compoſed theſe corps had 
enrolled themſelves not from motives of intereſt or of vanity, but 
from patriotiſm and devotion to their country, why repoſe ſo little 
confidence in their exertions, or diſtruſt their fidelity to a cauſe to 
which they are pledged by their honour as well as by their intereſt ? 
I am afraid that the refolutions now propoſed are calculated rather 
to invite than to prevent an invaſion—that they tend td frighten 
this country, but not to frighten France. They proclaim to the 
enemy that till the new force which it is propoſed to collect and 
to train is brought into action, that we are not in a proper ſtate of 


* 


defence, and thus point qut the intermediate time as the proper . 
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period for making a ſucceſoful attempt. But I am perſuaded, as 
have already ſaid, that the plan now in agitation points to a ver 
diſterent object from that which is profeſſed; that it is in the con. 4 
templation of His Majeſty's Miniſters to prolong the ſhocking and 
inkuman ſpecies of warfare, with a view of extending our poflef. 
ſions in the Weſt Indies, and that it is for this purpoſe that Parlia. 
ment are called upon to ſandtien thaſe meaſures which it is preten. 
ded are dictated by the imperious neecfiity of the times, and indiſ. 
penſably required for the ſafety and ſecurity of the country. I & 
not find myſelf called upon to oppote the reſolutions; on the con. 
trary, if they are neceffary, let them be adopted by all means.— 
I with only to have ſome farther explanation, and to be informed 
whether the danger of an invation is ſuch as to require theſe mea. 
ſures of prevention, or whether the real object of all the prepari- 
tions is not the extenſion of our colonial poſſeſſions in the Vet 
Indies? Some of the expedients ſuggeſted by the right honourable gen- 
tleman, -it was impoſſible to hear without a ſmile, We are cal- 
led upon to raiſe a great cavalry force for a very curious reaſon, 
becauſe the enemy cannot eafily import cavalry into the country; 
as well, ſuppoſing them to attack us only with cavalry, might it 
be ſaid, that we ought only to have infantry to oppoſe to them. 
I have no objection to club for a horſe, or to exerciſe in Hyde Park, 
and I dare fay the right honourable gentlemen is very well acquainted 
with the maxim of ride and tie. I mult confeſs, however, | 
cannot caſily perceive the propriety of inliſting a gorps of game- 
keepers, as if a game-keeper only had the heart T be a ſoldier. | 
Beſides, this claſs of men are by no means the moſt dexterous in 
the uſe of fire-arms, The ſquires with more propriety ought to 
be ſelected. I am ſure I know many gentlemen who are infinite- 
Iv more expert ſhooters than thicir gamekeepers. Neither am | 
fond of the poſthumous ex psf? fafls refletion which is thrown 
upon the depute gamekeepers. But without at all entering into the 
detail of the intended operations, if the right honourable gentleman 
is rcally in poſſeſſion of grounds of ferious alarm, and if the pre- 
ſent force of the country is inſufficient to avert, or to repel the dan- 
ger, in the choice of difficulties, I thall give my aſſent to the 
reſolutions. 
Mr. Secretary DUNDAS. I inould have conſidered it unne- 
ceſſary for me to ſay any thing upon the preſent cccafion, had it 
not been for the explanation which the honourable gentleman has 
thought proper to demand from Miniſters. The honourable gen- 
_=— wiſhes ſome explanation from Miniſters, the effect of which 
demand, however, another part of his ſpeech wholly ſuperſedes. Ile 
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calls for ſome information upon the ſubject of the invaſion which has 
been announced by the enemy in addition to what His Majeſty's 
ſpeech contains, while at the ſame time he profeſſes that he can 
place no confidence in their aſſurances. The honourable gentle- 
man hopes too that the preſent Parliament will not imitate the 
conduct purſued by that by which it was preceded. With regard 
to the preſent Parliament, it muſt ſpeak for itſelf. Thoſe, how- 
ever, who witneſſed the public-ſpirited acts of the laſt Parliament; 
its glorious exertions, by which this country and Europe had been 
reſcued from deſtruction, muſt entertain the higheſt ſentiments of 
reſpect for that Parliament, and rank it with the moſt venerated 
Parliaments this country had ever known. Thoſe who, with me, 
cheriſh theſe ſentiments, I hope will one day endeavour to raife a 
ſubſtantial monument of the reſpect in which we hold that Parlia- 
ment. I hope, however, that this Parliament will not take upon 
credit the account which the honourable gentleman is pleaſed to 
give. He imputes to me expreſſions which I do not recollect ever 
to have uttered. Though there is no perſon who is leſs qualified 
to repeat particular expreſſions than I am, or whoſe words merit 
leſs to be recorded, I am ſure the honourable gentleman never 
heard me expreſs with regard to the internal ſtate of the country, any 
other ſentiment than that meaſures ſhould go hand in hand with 
the emergencies which called for them. Miniſters have already 
ſtated, with all the reſponſibility which can attach to them, that a 
deſign had manifeſted itſelf in the enemy to invade this country, 
and I conceive that they would have been wanting in their duty to 
the public had they failed to call upon the force of the State to avert 
the danger or to diſappoint the attempt. Whether the preparations 
that have been made will end in a deſcent upon this country it is 
impoſſible to decide. There are appearances of a diſpoſition to 
make the attempt, which is ſufficient to juſtify Miniſters for wiſh- 
ing to put the State in a poſture of defence. I will not take upon 
me to determine whether the reſolution of the enemy will be changed 
by the events which have lately taken place upon the continent, 
but I ſhall only ſay, that ſeeing what the enemy have already 
done, and the preparations they have made, it is prudent to 
adopt precautions, nor would Miniſters perform their duty if they 
neglected them. For my own part I have no heſitation in giving 
it as my private opinion, that upon theſes means depends whether 
the projected invaſion will be carried into execution. By ſhewing 
that every thing has been done to ſecure our internal ſafety, we de- 
monſtrate to the enemy the ruin with which their enterpriſe muſt be 
* and induce them to abandon a deſign which preſents no 
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hope of ſucceſs. Farther than this I cannot ſay, nor can I give 
any other information than that which has been communicated 
The honourable gentleman ſeems to imagine that the number d 
cavalry ſhould be determined by placing horſe to horſe; and man 
to man, with the enemy; but ſhould the deſign of invaſion be ca; 
ried into execution, the cavalry, whether regular or irregular, 
would furniſh the beſt means of haraſling their march and imped. 
ding their progreſs; nor would it make the ſmalleſt difference, 
though the enemy were provided with no cavalry at all, for in cal 
of ſuch an event, our great ſafety would conſiſt in being able 1 
oppoſe them in this manner. The honourable gentleman ſays 
that military operations may be undertaken with the troops to be 
raiſed of a nature entirely different from the avowed purpofe. I 
Miniſters, wiſhed to undertake any military operations that were in. 
conliſtent with the intereſt of the nation, Parliament had the power 
to check their deſigns, and the honourable gentleman himſci, i 
he could convince Parliament of the impropricty of the condus 
of Adminiftration, might oppoſe a barrier to the undertaking, 
It cannot be expected, however, that I ſhould ſay any thing uper 
this point. If the preſent negociation ſhould be unſucceſsful, gas 
tlemen cannot mean to ſay that this country ſhould be tied up from 
offenſive operation, and in the event of the proſecution of the war 
our defence at home may depend upon the ability we poſſeſs to at 
tack the enemy abroad. I think it therefore of eſſential tmportanc 
to augment our regular force for the defence of theſe kingdoms] 
and, if necetfary, to Carry on the military operations, that circum: 
ſtances may dictate againſt an enemy that has evinced the diſpoſition 
to deſtroy our commerce and to diſturb our internal tranquillity. 
Mr. FON then ſpoke to the following effect: In this ſtage d 
this buſineſs it docs nat appear to me to be the duty of any mant 
make an oppoſition to the meaſure now propoſed. But even in thi 
ſtage of it I have no difficulty in faving, that from the ſenſe I hat 
of the general plan, there are many parts of it which no eloquent 
is likely to rcconcile me at leaſt to adopt. The right honourable 
gentleman who ſpoke laſt has been pleaſed to ſay in anſwer to thk 
obſervations of my honourable friend, that although the French i 
caſe of an invaſion may land no cavalry, yet it is proper that u 
ſhould be provided with cavalry to oppuſe them. My honourabt 
friend's obtervation did not call for this ſort of anſwer. The rigl 
honourable gentleman obſerves, - that at all events this count! 
ought to make great preparations at home, and that he is ſatishe 
that if we ſhould be under the neceſſity of going on with the wat 
theſe preparations may be very bencficial to us in many reſpeRs. | 
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object to the generality of this mode of ſpeaking, becauſe it conveys 
o us no ſpecific information, and is likely, from being juſt in the 
bſiract, to entrap ſome into an approbation of meaſures which may 
ead to conſequences of which perſons ſo approving are not aware. 


hat if we are compelled to go on with war, great preparations 
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| be cin be neceſſary, is a truth which nobody diſputes; but it is a 
regular ruth which conveys to us no information. It is applicable to 
| imped: this war, was applicable to the laſt, and will be applicable to every 
ference, war. The right honourable geatleman ſhould have applied his rea- 
mi ſoning a little more cloſely ; he ſhould have come to the propoſition 
able u which is now before the Houſe. The queſtion is this: —is the 
an fays propoſition before us fit to be adopted under our preſent circum- 
PS to e gances ay it be, then I ſay, that, for any evidence that appears 
ofe. 4 before us, it was fit in 1756, was fit in 1778, fit in 1794, and 
Were g has always been fit in every period in which this country has been 
he pore engaged in war. But, for the whole neceſſity of the meaſure, we | 
mel. "WY have only the authority of the King's Miniſters, on which I do not 
| condua chooſe to rely. I ſhould have been unwilling to rely, in the laſt 
ertakneßz war, on the authority of much better Miniſters than the preſent, 
ns uren and to make that authority a foundation for ſuch propoſitions as the 
ful, gen. preſent. It is not by the authority of Miniſters, but by the ſtriking 
| up fron exigency of a particular moment, that Parliament are juſtified in 
the wat adopting particular and extraordinary meaſures. I beg the Com- 
cs to WW mittee will attend to this, and reflect on all that has been ſaid upon 
„Portage it by the right honourable gentleman ; they will then ſee that he 
ingdoms has dealt in nothing but generality ; which, if conſidered as proof, 
© CTC EN proves a great deal too much for the purpoſe of the right honourable 
"II gentleman, for it proves that this ſpecies of defence is applicable to 
uillity. 


this country in every war, fince he has not diſtinguithed the exi- 
geney of the preſent moment, from that of any other in which this 
country has had the misfortune to be engaged in war. This is one 
in addition to the very many inſtances which His Majeſty's Mini- 
ſters have given of their great eloquence in urging general argu- 
ments without any ſpecific applicability, in which they are emi- 
nently ſkilful, when it is their object to take money from the people, 
and to increaſe the power of the Crown. The right honourable 
gentieman has thought fit to pronounce a panegyric on the laſt Par- 
liament, and to recommend its conduct for the imitation of this. 
My opinion of the laſt Parliament is, that it has done more miſ- 
chief to the real welfare of this country than any other that ever fat 
in it ſince a Parliament was ever known or recognized in England; 
at leaſt ſince Parliament had any credit for attending to the intereſts 
of the people. To hold it up, therefore, as an object of imitation, 
O 2 
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is enough to confound any man who ſcels for the principles of free. 
dom; a Parliament which has done more to deſtroy every thing 
that is dear to us, than in better days would have entered into the 
mind of any Engliſhman to attempt, or ever to conceive. Shen 
me a Parliament, in conſequence of whoſe proceedings the peopl:fi 
have been drained ſo much, and from which they have had fo little 
benefit! Shew me a Parliament ſince the year 1688, the æra d 
our revolution, that has diminiſhed the rights, the beſt, the dearef 
rights of the people, ſo ſhameleſslv, ſo wickedly, as the laſt Par. 
liament have done! —Shew me a Parliament ſince that period that 
has ſo\ uniformly, ſo ſtudiouſly facrificed the liberty of the ſubjed 
to increaſe the influence of Government, as the laſt Parliament haz 
done! To make it the ſubject of panegyric—to ſtate its proceedings 
to be ſuch as to be worthy of imitation, is beyond endurance ! Sir, 
I confider the laſt Parliament as a curſe to this country: the lead. 
ing principle on which they acted was that which leads directly to 
complete deſpotiſm——unlimited confidence in the Miniſters of the 
Crown—Shew me a Parliament fince the revolution, that has 
given ſuch a confidence, and look at the effect of ſuch practice, 
This is the only war that has ever been conducted on the part of 
this country, in which there never has been one inquiry on the pan 
of Parliament Vou ſee to what ſtate that has led you already 
Should this Parliament be like the laſt (God in his mercy avert it), 
this country will ſoon be in a condition, in which it will be of little 
Importance, whether they have a Parliament or not. But for the 
conduct of the laſt Parliaraent we ſhould not have heard of the 
meaſure which is now propoſed to us. I know I may be told that 
I often ſpcak intemperately, and that I do ſo now, but I ſpeak as 
I feel, and I think it is impoſſible for any man to feel more ſtrongly 
than I do at the preſent ſituation of this country. Miniſters tell 
us that the meaſure which they now propoſe is neceſſary to our 
ſafety. If it be ſo, it is their own conduct and the conduct of a 
confding Parliament, which has brought us into that fituation 
And what is the meaſure which they now propoſe * Why it is, 
in its nature, a requiſition: an imitation of the ſyſtem of the 
French, againſt which ſo many vehement declamations were pro- 
nounced : againſt the principle, applying it to a ſettled ſtate, juſtly; 
but as againſt the French, in their condition, in my opinion, im- 
properly, or at leaſt in too unqualified a manner. Miniſters nov 
tell us, however, that our ſituation is ſuch as to call for this mes- 
ſure. Granting it to be ſo for the ſake of the argument only, | 
would then aſk—What has brought us into that fituation ? To 
this I anſwer, without the leaſt difficulty, the confidence, the eri 
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of free. inal confidence, of the laſt Parliament. One inevitable effe& 
ry thing A that confidence of Parliament in the Miniſter has been the want 
into te the confidence of the people in the integrity of Parliament. The 
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| ight honourable gentleman ſays, it is good to be prepared.” 
ertainly it is ſo—but when he comes to us, and makes this re- 
W uiſition, it is incumbent on him to ſhew us the reaſon why we 
Whould be thus prepared. He ſhould lay before us the ground on 


e deare! hich he calls for that requiſition. How ſtood the caſe in former 
laſt Par. eriods of this war? In 1794 there was as much reaſon for ſuch 
10d that meaſure as there is no; there was then as much of a rumour of 
> ſubje& n invaſion as there is now; and ſo the Miniſters told us at that 
nent hz ime. The Houſe, upon the faith of the Miniſters' aſſertions, 
ceeding MiſÞgrecd to meaſures of the moſt unconſtitutional nature, to avert, as 
XL 70 t was ſuppoſed, the impending danger. Such meaſures, although 


he lead. nconſtitutional, were then thought to be neceſſary; and they were 


rely to thought alſo to be ſufficient to Keep the French from attempting 
rs of the the deſperate meaſure of an invaſion. Are the French now more 


that ha likely to make that deſperate attempt than they were then? Or are 


practice ve not now in a better ſituation than we were then? I conceive 
part of that Miniſters themſelves would anſwer theſe queſtions in a manner 
the pan ¶ very conſolatory to the people of this country. Such was our ſtate 
ready in 1794. What is it now, and what the difference between the 


two ſituations? Miniſters now tell us that an intention has been 


vert it), 
of little manifeſted on the part of the enemy to invade theſe kingdoms. I 
for the am too much accuſtomed to the artifice of Miniſters to receive any 


very deep impreſſion from what they fay. Did they not fay for- 
merly what they ſay now, that the enemy had ſome intention of in- 
vading this country ? Certainly they did, and they were entruſted 
with force ſufficient to prevent that calamity. 

But, ſays the right honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, * I 
am of opinion that, as it may be neceſſary for this country to carry 
on an offenſive war, this meaſure may be of great advantage, in- 
aſmuch as we may thereby be the better able to avait ourſelves of 
our forces.” To this, as a general propoſition, I do not object. 
It is true. But then I ſay to Miniſters, © Bring before us the 
facts on which you ſay this meaſure is neceſſary. What I object 
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juſtiy; eis your duplicity. If you really want this foree, and to the ex- 
on, im- tent you ſay you do, ſhew me the reaſon for it, and I will grant it 

ers now WF cheerfully. All I want is, that you ſtate to me the reaſons. 


You did ſo when you called for the augmentation of the navy, and 
you had it; but do not aſk any thing to carry on the war abroad 
under the maſk of defending us at home ; for in that caſe you are 


aſking under a falſe title what under a real one the people of this 


us mea- 
only, | 
F To 
the cri 
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country would not grant to you; for I know they will grant vi 


* you, to prevent an invaſion at home, what they would refuſe wit 


indignation, if aſked to carry on the war abroad.” But, Sir, 1 
ſeems we are to have the reſponſibility of Miniſters for the du 


application of the grant which they now calÞ for. Look at the 


extent to which the principle of voting ſuch extraordinary mes. 
ſures as this, upon the idea of reſponſibility, may lead you. B 
it you will introduce a praQiice that muſt deprive the people d 
all their rights and all their property. If it ſhould turn out (nt 
an extravagant hypotheſis) that all this ſtory about an invaſion i; 
a mere pretence to gain the conſent of the people to the mes. 
ſure now propoſed, and that the real object is extremely different, 
what then will become of the boaſted reſponſibility of Miniſters? 
How are we to make them reſponſible * We may ſay, and far 
truly, that © the event has proved there was no danger of an in- 
vaſion when this meafure was adopted.” To which the Minis. 
ters may anſwer, and be aſſured they will, „True, there was no 
invaſion, but then it was owing to the very meaſures which we 
propoſed, and you adopted, that the invaſion was prevented.” 
How, then, are we to make Miniſters reſponſible for what they 
do under ſuch a meaſure as this? The idea of reſponſibility in 


ſuch a caſe is perfectly ridiculous. Why, Sir, at this rate you may 
goon and do every thing that the Miniſter may aſk you, until you 
have totally deſtroyed the oy e ; the principles have already 


been too much invaded by the meaſures of the preſent Minifters, 
There are ſome inconveniences that neceſſarily ariſe out of a free | 
Conſtitution. I know that many authors of great eminence have 
pointed out thoſe inconveniences. I do not deny it, although! 
have never ſeen them in fo ſtrong a light as the authors I allude to 
fay they did; but the advantages reſulting from a free Conſtitution 
are ſo great, ſo numerous, and to me fo clear, that J cannot pa- 
tiently argue upon them, when they are put in a ſcale againſt the 
ſuppoſed advantages of a contrary form. Be that as it may in the 
opinion of others, I ſay, you cannot argue that ſubject in this 
Houſe ; for the people of this country have made their election; 
they have choſen a free government, and it is your duty to preſerve 
it with all its inconveniences, if there be any that are worth men- 
tioning. If, therefore, when Miniſters pretend an alarm, you are 
to give them whatever power they may aſk for, when it 1s impol- 


ſible you can attach any reſponſibility to them, as I have proved 


already in this caſe you cannot, why then you deſert the point on 
which the people of the country have already made their election; 
and, inſtead of the bleſſings which your anceffors intended for you, 
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grant ty 

iſe with ou take what may appear to you, but what never appeared to me, 
„Sir, ee advantages of deſpotiſm. This would be a fraud upon the 
the du eople of this country. I know the eloquence that has often been 


mployed to ſhew, @r attempting to ſhew, by a flouriſhing antitheſis 


K at th: 
hat we poſſeſs all the advantages of a free government and thoſe 


ry mes. 

uv. Me a depotic monarchy, by poſſeſſing the wiſdom which ariſes from 
cople „free diſcuſſion of the repreſentatives of the people and the promp- 
out (not itude and diſpatch of an unlimited monarchy. Such an antitheſis 


ay anſwer the purpoſe of an ingenious orator, and aid him in the 
ourſe of a florid declamation ; but it can avail but little to any 


'alion is 


ie mea- 
ifferent, an who wiſhes for the ſafety of our Conſtitution. I am of 
nifters? pinion, that our Conſtitution, in its true ſpirit, cannot mix with 


ny thing deſpotic. Have recourſe to experience, the only uner- 


and ſay 
ing guide; read the hiſtory of this country, and then ſhew me 


an in. 


Mini. eat of what page it is that you have diſcovered how and when it 
was no vas that the maxims of a free government have been united with 
\ich ve! the principles of deſpotiſm. I know it cannot be done. I know 
2ented.” alſo, that if you attend to hiſtory, and take it as a leſſon, you will 
nat they return to your ancient diſtruſt and jealouſy of Miniſters whoever 
ility in chey may be, and that you will examine minutelF into their conduct. 
ou may Reflect on the confequences of the contrary practice. You ſee 
atil you now before you the effect of it. Confidence, in the firſt inſtance, 


already MW renders confidence ncceſſary in the ſecond. Confidence in Miniſ- 
an ters induces them to take meaſures which they cannot continue 
fa free WI vithout farther confidence; they are obliged to call for it in their 
de have own defence; in that carcer you may proceed until you have con- 
hough | fided away the whole ſpirit of our Conſtitution. I am afraid you 
Nude to have advanced in that career much too far already. In my opinion 
ſütution the ſpirit of the Conſtitution has been almoſt entirely ſet at reſt 
mot pa- for a time, by the meaſures of the laſt Parliament. Let it be the 
un E practice, for it is the duty, of the preſent to revive it. There was 
in the en expreſſion in the ſpeech of the right honourable gentleman to 
in this which J cannot help alluding. He faid, “ if the preſent negoci- 
Aion: ation ſhould be untucceſsful, then the preſent meaſure will be ad- 
preſerve (il vantageous to this country.” No. man wiſhes more heartily than 
h men- do it may be ſucceſsful. I wiſh it from every motive that can 
you are acduate a man; but I am not ſure that the ſame feelings are en- 
impol tertained by his Majeſty's Miniſters, I hope they are. I ſay this 
proved by way of caution, leſt the world ſhould ſuppoſe I am ſuch a de- 
oint on tee to the preſent Adminiſtration as to ſuppoſe that any nego- 
eQiod; ciation in which they may fail may render peace to this country 
totally unattainable. Notwithſtanding there are many new Mem- 
bers in this Houſe, they know, I believe, enough of me and of 
1 1 > C7 
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my opinion of this war to be well ſatisfied that J abhorred its con 
mencement. That opinion remains completely unchanged ; ani 
whatever opinion the people may have upon the propriety of th 
meaſure which is now propoſed for the defence of this iſland fron 
an invaſion ; I truſt this country will never relinquiſh the Opinic 
that the war was in its principle and commencement unjuſt, unne. 
ceffary and diabolical. If it hall unhappily become our lot t 
defend ourſelves againſt an invaſion ; ourſelves we muſt defend: 
but whether the propoſed meaſure is more or leſs than we ought h 
agree to, or one that we ought to try, are queſtions of detail, an 
therefore to that detail ſhall I defer them. I aannot, howeve, 
permit the particular parts of the meaſures to paſs without takin 
notice of ſome of them, That part of the plan which refers t 
the gamekcepers appears to me to be a meaſure of violent injuſtic 
to a claſs of perſons who, as far as the tax which they bear pox 
already contribute pretty handſomely to the ſupport of the State. 
There is another part of the plan which I cannot paſs by in 
ſilence: The navy of this country is ſo much, and juſtly, th 
favourite ſervice of! it, that no man is willing to find fault with 
it. I am the laſt man in this kingdom who would wiſh to do f 
or to ſay any thing againſt any ſervice that contributes to the great. 
neſs of this nation —ſuch as I know the navy docs. I feel, and! 
know I only feel in common with all my countrymen, gratitude tt 
the navy; but the circumſtance. of impreſſing men, even into that 
ſervice, great and valuable at it is, would not be a part which! 
judicious friend to it would ſelect for the ſubject of his panegyni. 
I am not now arguing the policy of the practice, for great as ti 
grievance may be to the individuals who are the objects of it 
the diſcuſſion will be unſcaſonable until we ſhall find a better mo 
for providing for that ſervice, and therefore upon that ſubjeR! 
' ſhall ſay nothing. But upon the ſubject of forcing men into th 
land ſervice the cafe is widely different; ſo much fo, that I han 
never yet heard it defended in this country; and yet thi 
meaſure ſeems to me to have that tendency, for out of tht 
force which is propoſed to be raiſed, there is to be a certait 
proportion for the navy and a certain porportion for the lan 
ſervice. I cannot, for one, conceive any danger to which th 
country, under all its circumſtances, can be expoſed, that would 
make me ready to aſſent to a meaſure that had for its object tit 
impreſling the ſubjects of this country into the land ſervice. | 
cannot aſſent to any meaſure that has for its object the increaſe d 
the military force of the kingdom in that manner. This is ente 
ing into the very ſpirit of the French requiſitions, which we decry® 
much. The Chancellor of the Exchequr fays, that only 1-6th parts 
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its con em ſhall be exerciſed at a time, that is, only 10,000; and that 
ed; a ey will not be called to the ſervice but in caſe of actual exigeney. 
ty of th To'y are not theſe words (abating the difference between a ſpeech 
nd fro d the authority of the Legiſlature) the rery words of the a& of 
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Parliament with regard to the militia, which ſays, “ unleſs in caſe 
of invaſion or imminent danger thereof. The conſequence 
ill be that the military force thus raiſed will be ſubject to military 
aw. TI wiſh to know whether it was the opinion of thoſe who 
aſſed the act reſpecting the militia, that they ſhould be ſubject to 
gulations, to which they now ſubmit ? Certainly it was not; and 
sit has been found expedient to call upon them to conform to the 
ules now adopted in that ſervice, it would have been more 
anly in Parliament to alter the law in that particular. We are 
gere told that the military force which is now propoſed to be raiſed, 
s only to act in caſe of emergency. What is that to be? Until 
he French ſhall land upon our coſt? No ſuch thing; I know 


aſs by i hat ſuch a reſtriction cannot, and ought not to be impoſed upon 
uſtly, ti xecutive Government; becauſe you ſhould repel the danger when 
_ * ou are threatened by it. Why then it will amount to this, that 
to do I, 


whenever Miniſters ſhall think fit to alledge there is danger, the 


the greg nole of this military power to be entruſted to them ſor the inter- 

el, and al defence of this country in caſe of invaſion, will be entirely at 

— heir diſpoſal, What ſecurity have we that no abuſe will take 
into that 


place, reſpecting the application of this enormous force? What ſe- 
urity have we that we are not now voting for a force, fail to be 
ntended for one purpoſe, and which arc really to be -applic4 for a 
lifferent object? What ſecurity have we for truſting that this 
great military is not intended to ſupply the place of other troops, 
who are intended to be ſent abroad. The rig! t honourable gen- 
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ſubjed! leman alluded to the ſafety of theſe kingdoms ; I do not chuſe to 
into now him in that courſe, for I only ſpeak of the ſafety of Great 
at 1 hart Britain, when I canvaſs the meaſure which is now before us. It 
yet tig to that object, and to that only, that I intcnd it to be applied. 
ut "7 I do not know what information Miniſters: may have reſpecting 
a Ccerrtall 


he intention of the French to attempt an invaſion of this country. 


the land have none, except what I derive from newſpapers. I believe 


Fhich 7 hat the idea of an invaſion is as viſionary as that of ſucceeding 
hat woul nit. I believe the French have no ſuch intention, for they have 
object 7 | government which is likely to be much better informed of the 
vice. 


liſpoſition of the people and the ſituation of the country, than to be 

ed to any hopes of ſucceſs in ſuch an attempt, therefore do I be- 

eve they will not be guilty of the raſhneſs to attempt it. But 

Weine they had ſuch deſperate intentions; ſuppoſing they ſhould 
OL, I. P 
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attempt to carry them into execution, I have no doubt of the iſſue. 
My hopes upon that ſubject are as ſanguine as thoſe of any other 
man in this country. But what ſhould we do in the mean time? 
What is the duty of this Houſe at this moment * To cheriſh the 
ſpirit of freedom in the people of this country ; reſtore to them 
that for which their anceſtors have bled. Make the Miniſters 
really reſponſible. Let their Parliament not be confiding in the 
ſervants of the Crow n, but watchful and jealous of the exereiſe of 
their power. Reitore to them the right of popular diſeuſſion. 
Allow them to ſtate freely the grievances 
laws which have forbidder. the exerciſe of their moſt invalu— 
able rights. In one word, inſtead of amuſing them with panegy. 
ricks upon the form, allow them to poſicſs t To ſpirit of the did 
Conſtitution of Englaid: 
the people of England, and then you will have no occafion for add. 
ing to your internal military force, for then even an invaton would 
never be formidable. Theſe are your real reſources; the reſt are 
all Imaginary. I ſhall give no oppoſition to the plan that is non 
before you in its preſent ſtage. But I think it fair to ſay, ſome of 
tne — of it are ſuch as, in the detail, I full tiunk it my duty to 
oppoſe. 
Mr. Chancellor PITT. After what las already been faid by 
my right honourable friend, ] entertain ſonic doubts whether! 
ought to detain the Committee one moment from the unanimous 
vote which I believe will be given upon the prefent occaſion. I am 
ſure, at leaf, that it will not be neceſſary to conſume much of vou 
time by repiving at length to the ſhort obſervations of the honour 
ble gentleman Mr. Sherida n), or to the more Getafled remarks in 
which he has Lecn followed by the right hon-vrable gentleman 
(Mr. Fox} upon the ſame fide, as I cannot but rogard the declan 
tion with which they prefaced and concluded their animadverſions 
that they did not mean to oppoſe the reſolutions which I had the 
honour to Pr opoſe, as a ſuffieient anſwer to tlie arguments by which 
it was accompanied. If the right honourable gentleman ſcels thi 
the declarations ut . Miniſters upon the ſubject Hie W cunſtitute in 
foundation of the preſent deliberations, are not ſufficient to juſſiſ 
the meaſures which are to be grounded upon it; it he contiders thei 
aſſurances or their repreſentations entitled to no confidence ; if hel 
perſuaded that there exiſts no danger of invaſion, againſt which it 
intended to provide; if he is convinced that the object of the pre 
parations that are to be made, are deſtined to carry on other wat 
like operations than the plan avows, or are employ ed as pretexts i 
cover deſigns of ambition or of encroachment at home, if he be 
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lieves that they are intended to proſecute that object of the war 
which he thinks proper to deſeribe as unjuſt and diahblical, I would 
aſe, how he can reconcile theſe principles with the conduct he is to 
purſu2 ; or, as a public man, upon what public ground he can reſt 
that aſſent which he has beſtowed upon the meaſures which have 
been ſuggeſted ? But while the right honourable gentleman in- 
dulged in theſe animadverſions, he knew well that the precautions 
were demanded by the country as meaſures of ſelf-defence, from 
rich he could not withhold his concurrence ; he demonſtrated by 
his actions, that he was in reality ſenfibie that the preſent was not, 
like other wars, undertaken to maintain a point of national honour, 
or to defend a diſputed intereſt, to ſupport an ally that was attacked, 
or to guard remote or doubtful dangers, but that it was the firſt war 
in which a great and free people, in the proſecution of their com- 
merce and the enjoyment of their proſperity, were called upon for . 
time to defend the ſources from witch they ſlowed ; and in com- 
pliance with the good faith which was due to their allies, and, 
urged by a ſenſe of common danger, found themſelves compelled 
ow Wl fo oppoſe unprovoked aggreſſion, and retift principles hoſtile to 
of MI every regular government. Why did not the right honourable 
to gentleman follow up his principles, by oppoſing likewiſe the mea- 
lures which were propoſed to meet this danger, but becauſe he be- 
br WM lieved that the fituation of affairs is ſuch as to require theſe precau- 
r 1 tions; and becauſe he muſt know that a falſe ſecurity could alone 
ous WY preſent the ſmalleſt chance of ſucceſs in the attempt which has been 
am threatened; and becauſe he knew that ſuch was the character of the 
our Wl enemy with whom we had to contend, that they were not fo liable to 
m-. be deterred by the deſperate nature of the enterpriſe, or by a con- 
. in WW eration of the number of perſons whom its ruin might devote to 
nan Wl dcfiruction * Such, I am convinced, were the teclings of the right 
1 honourable gentleman upon this occaſion, and fuch are the con- 
ons, 8 + dcrations by which his conduct is explained, although, perhaps, he 
the und it neceſſary to colour his aſſent, and to diſguiſe his convie- 
Nick BY ton, by the invectives he introduced againſt the laſt Parlia- 
that ment, and againſt the conduct of Adminiſtration. Though, 
the ever, he reprobated the ſyſtem and the meaſures of Adminiftra- 
ede, though he accuſed the juſtice and vilified the elaracter of the 
their former Parliament, he could not truſt the natural concluſion of his 
he bun principles. He did not aſk if any ofxhe new Members, who 
ir lad fo lately come up impregnated with the ſenſe of their electors; 
ore r if the old Members, who were witneſſes of the proceedings, and 
wa whoſe recollection of the laſt Parliament was ſo recent, would agree 
ts 0 ith him in the character which he had aſeribed to it? Nor did he 
be⸗ E 2 
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venture to make any appeal to aſcertain who were thoſe who would 
concur with him in aflerting the principles he had profefled! 
While I reflect upon theſe circumſtances, I feel confident. that it 
will not be incumbent upon me to anſwer at much length the ar. | 
guments of the honourable gentlemen upon the other ſide the Houſe, 
and particularly when the objections of the one arc anſwered by 
the obſcrvations adduced by the other. 

While the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Fox) profeſſed to 
agree with every ſentiment of his honourable friend (Mr. Sheridan), 
they materially overthrew each other's reaſonings, and every ſen. 
tence uttered by the right honourable gentleman was confuted by 
that which preceded it. The internal order of battle ſeems to hav: 
been completely deranged, and the arguments of the honourab!: 
gentlemen. themſclves meet in hoſtile encounter. The honourable 
gentleman (Mr. Sheridan) wiſhed to impoſe upon Miniſters a re. 
ſponſibility for the meaſures which were founded upon the aſſertion 
in His Majeſty ſpeech, becauſe, continued he, this matter reſts only 
upon the information of the ſpeech from the Throne, which I muſ 
conſider as the ſpeech of Miniſters ; and in order to ſupply the defect 
of this reſponſibility which attaches to Miniſters by the moſt ſolemn 
and formal declaration, the honourabi: gentleman inſiſts upon re- 
ceiving ſatisfaction, and impoſing reſponſibility by a communics 
tion leſs formal and leſs authentic! The right honourable gentle 
man (Mr. Fox) however proceeded as if Miniſters were pleading on 
their reſponſibility, and then concluded by maintaining that ther: 
is no reſponſibility ac all. The right honourable gentleman is like- 
wiſe offended with the general argument of the neceſſity of pre- 
caution, which was employed by my right honourable friend (Mr, 
Dundas); but his honourable friend beſide him (Mr. Sheridan 
admits, that only general information was to be expected; fo tha 
to this argument the right honourable gentleman muſt lift up hs 
hand and expreſs his diſapprobation, as he profeſſes that he cannd 
act upon general information; But why, ſays he, did not the dan 
ger, which you now apprehend, long before this, induce you to de 
mand the adoption of thoſe meaſures of precaution which you no# 
think it neceſſary to employ ? No ſuch plans, continued he, ver 
purſued upon any former period. The right honourable gentlema 
too went out of his way to find compariſons to depreciate the char. 
ters of Miniſters, and aſſerted, that to ſuch meaſures as the preſent 
much better Miniſters, in former wars, never had found it nect 
fary to reſort. He does not, howeyer, mention who theſe mud 
better Miniſters are; and if the right honourable gentleman rec 


lects the language he employed during the ſeven laſt years of. 
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American war, there was a time when he beſtowed upon the con- 
duct of that Adminiſtration, epithets as offenſive, as unjuſt and 
Hialolical. Why, exclaims the honourable gentleman, did you 
not call for theſe meaſures upon former occaſions? Are we then 
gravely deliberating upon a great and important ſubject, and are 
e to be told that in certain given circumſtances no precautions are 
to be taken becauſe at a former period ſuch meaſures were not re- 
quired? May not the means uhich were judged adequate in a par- 
ticular ſituation, be found inſufficient when circumſtances alter, or 
when danger is inereaſed? The honourable gentlemen, though 
in other points their arguments were at variance, go on together 
contending that my right honourable friend had faid, .on a former 
occaſion, that the force which this country poſſeſſed, was ſufficient 
to repel the attacks of all Europe. Certainly I do not believe that 
my right honourable friend ever aſſerted, that in any poſſible caſe the 
volunteer corps would be ſufficient for the defence of the country. 
If my right honourable friend had aſſerted that the ſpirit by which 
theſe volunteer aſſociations were didtated, put in action as cirtum- 
ſtances required, and accommodated to the preſſure of danger, would 
be able to reſiſt the efforts of the whole Houſe of Bourbon, or of 
the Republic of France, aided by any particular branch of the 


Oer. 18. 


Houſe of Bourbon, or of any other combination of powers; ſuch . 8 
an opinion I believe to be juſt, and at leaſt perfectly conſonant to 
the well-known firmneſs and zeal of my right honourable friend. : 


n f My 
"a. +. ASI ES 3 hn” 3% — 4 


But may not the relative ſituation of the enemy preſent them with 
more ſpecific means of carrying their purpoſe into exccation, than 
they poſſeſſed at a former period, when it was ncceſſary to guard 
againſt the dangers which then threatened them from various quar- 
ters; But you relied on the firmneſs and attachment of the people 
two years ago; and is it leſs now that you have recourſe to extraor- 
dinary precautions? The attachment and loyalty of the people of 
this country, I truſt, has experienced no diminution. It lives, and 
is cheriſned by that Conſtitution which, notwithſtanding the aſſer- 
tions of the right honourable gentleman, ſtill remains entire. Under 
the protection and ſupport which it derives from the acts paſſed by 
the laſt Parliament, the Conſtitution inſpires the ſteady affection of 
the people, and is ſtill felt to be worth defending with every drop of 
our blood. The voice of the country proclaims that it continues to 
deſerve and to receive their ſupport. Fortified by laws, in perfect 
uniſon with its principles and with its practice, and fitted to the 
emergencies by which they were occaſioned, it ſtill poſſeſſes that juſt 
eſteem and admiration of the people which will induce them faith- 
fully to defend it againſt the defigns of domeſtic foes, and the at- 
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tempts of their forcign allies. The right honourable gentleman 
diſcovers the exte t of the adverſity into which he repreſents thi 
country to be fallen in ſome of the meaſures now propoſed for its 
defence, and which he reprobates by the name of Requiſitions, a 
ipccies of levy, however, which fo ong as it was practiſed in 
France, he did not coniider as deſerving of any particular diſappro- 
bation. I will not, however, aſt whether requifitions in France 
were a right and proper meaſure ; but let not the right honourable 
gentleman at once maintain that the attachment of the people ren- 
ders theſe meaſures of defence ſuperfluous, and in the next moment 
repreſent theſe precautions as proofs of the intolerable pitch of ad- 
verſity to which the nation is reduced. The ſituation in which we 
are placed docs not imply a ſuſpicion of our power, though it juſtifics 
our precautions. That proſperity is deceitful and dangerous if it 
lead to a falſe ſecurity ; that the danger, though groundleſsly 
apprehended, or falſely exaggerated, without exertion upon our 
part, can alone be of doubtful iffue or perilous conſequence, is 
the real opinion which the contemplation of the ſtate of the 
country is fitted to inſpire. The right honourable gentleman, 
when he expreſſed his diſlike of the mode of preſſing men fo: 
the public ſervice, did not ſpecifically apply his objection to the 
plan of augmenting the militia and raiſing the new ſupplies of 
cavalry ; for he admits that theſe may, in ſome meaſure, come 
under the deſcription of perſonal force. The mode propoſed vi 
increaſing the militia is not new in its principle. They are to 
be balloted in the ſame manner as the eſtabliſhed militia of the 
country. The 60,000 men which it was propoſed to add were 
to be formed preciſcly as the go, ooo of which the ordinarv 
number conſis. The preſent addition docs not exceed the amount 
for which, on former occaſions, it was thought neceſſary to provide. 
In 1756 a bill paſicd for doubling the number. The right ho- 
nourable gentleman, however, in preſſing his argument, runs be— 
fore nis recolleQion. The 15,000 men for the land and ſea ſer- 
vice are to be raiſed according to the proviſions of the act paſſed 
two ycars ago upon this ſubject. Does the right honourable gen- 
ticman then conſider this prefling * No: it is meant to . We 
teers by contribution among the inhabitants of each pariſh, and, 
if they failed to produce the number at which they were rated, 
they were to pay a certain ſum over the ſum at which a perſon to 
ſerve could be procured. If the right honourable gentleman re- 
probates this mode as preſſing, what was the language he held 
upon another occaſion, and when a different mode was purſued * 
In 1794, when voluntary offers of ſerviee were introduced for 
1 | 
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the defence of the country, this mode was reprobated as repugnant 
to the Conſtitution 3 and now when men are called upon to contri- 
bute their property and their perſonal ſervice to the defence of their 
country, it is diſcovered to ve unjuſt, and ſtigmatized as requiſition. 
They admit the neceſſity of precaution, and they reprobate every 
meaſure which is propoſed ; and while they agree that it is neceſ- 
fary to provide for the defence of the State, they are diffatisfied with 
the means by which ſecurity is to be obtained. Notwithſtanding 
the unanimity with which the reſolution will be voted, I cannot 
augur well for the future co-operation which the meaſures may ob- 
tain, when I conſider the ſentiments which the honourable gentle- 
men cntertain, and the obſervations with which their preſent con- 
currence is accompanied. 

Mr. FOX roſe, and begged leave to obſerve, that the right 
honourable the Chanecllor of the Exchequer had undoubtedly made 
ample uſe of the firſt and grand rule in oratory, in taking whatever 
advantage he could of whit might be conceived to be th? weak fide 
of his opponent. The right honourable gentleman ſeemed to be 
aſtoniſhed that he Mould agree with him by giving no oppoſition 
that evening by vote, and yet ſhould make a ſpeech in every re- 
ſpeA hoſtile to the meaſures of Miniſters. In this reſpect, how- 
ever, the right honourable gentleman founded his argument on a 
complete miſinterpretation of of his meaning, for it went upon 
the idea that his not oppoſing his vote to the preſent refolution, 


was giving his unqualificd aſſent to the meaſures propoſed. But 


this was by no means the ſtage in which Members were called 
upon to give their ſentiments fully upon the queſtion ; one would 
in this reſpect imagine the right honourable| gentleman was affee- 
ting the ignorance of a new Member of Patliament ! He ſeemed 
entirely to have forgotten, or wiſhed on the preſent occaſion to for- 
get, that according to the forms cf Parliament any Member might 
bring forward his oppoſition to a meaſure at any period of its dif- 
cuſſion he might think proper. The right honourable gentleman 
allo, from a fortunate and accommodating deficiency of memory, 
had even forgot his own firſt ſpccch during the preſent evening ; for 
in that ſpeech he had obſerved, that the preſent bufineſs was mere 
matter of form, and that before any ſerious determination took 
place, it was neceſſary to have a week's deliberation at leaſt. He, 
for his part, was ſurely not inclined to be more forward than ne- 
celfary in advancing any ſchemes of the preſent Miniſtry, and was 
the laſt man who ſhould refuſe his aſſent to giving as much time 
as poſſible previous to a deciſion. The arguments of the right 
honourable gentleman in many other reſpects had been equally 
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fallacious. He ſaid, that his honourable friend (Mr. Sheridan) 
had called only for general aſſertions as to the danger at preſent 


to be apprehended, and that he (Mr. Fox) was completely diſſa. eme 
tisfied on account of the generality of the anſwer ; but in this there Hum? 
was no inconſiſtency ; for although it might be true that greater pers 
danger actually did exiſt at preſent than at any former period, yet peal 
additional arguments were certainly neceſſary to prove this. Now a 
the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Dundas) had given no indi. right 
vidual pledge for his belief of the exiſtence of this additional dan. for tl 
ger, but had merely harangued on the. general propriety of being perio 
in a ſtate of defence. Ile begged leave, therefore, to repeat tha: tes 
general arguments, as to the propriety and neceſſity of defence, were ſyſte 
no anſwer on the preſent occafion. Did the right honourable Se- what 
cretary, when he talked in ſo very high language on a former occa- calio 
fion, conſider an invaſion as a probable circumſtance as at preſent? to ſp 
Why did he not then propoſe meaſures ſimilar to the preſent ; or L 
why did he aſſert that the meaſures then adopted were perfectly tion 
ſufficient for every purpoſe of ſccurity? The right honourable gen. that 
tleman had been pleaſed to exerciſe his wit upon the expreſſion confi 
he had made uſe of when he ſpoke of former Miniſters being red; 
better than the preſent; as to the wars previous to the American ly 
war, no objections would probably be made to this aſſertion. As am | 
to the American war, he had always maintained it was unjuſt and hy 
diſgraceful ; but becauſe it was fo unjuſt and diſgracetul, was that all th 
any reaſon that the preſent war was not worſe ? or becauſe the Miniſ- ſuſtai 
ters who conducted the American war conducted it improperly, = 
was that any reaſon why the meaſures of the preſent Miniſtry ſhould [ he 
not be more exceptionable ? In his opinion indeed, the ſituation tus : 
of the country then was proſperity when compared with the preſent; for 8 
and with truth, indeed, continued Mr. Fox, may I, relatively ſpeak- ſaid l 
ing, call the preſent moment the moment of adverſity. When this | 
meaſures of this nature, different from any that have ever bcen It has 
propoſed at any former period, are thus brought forward, theſe very becat 
meaſures are a proof of the adverſity of our country! The enor- thoſe 
mous increaſe, of taxes laid on to ſupport theſe meaſures is a proof — 
of horrible adverſity! Our relative ſituation to the other powers of 
Europe, and, above all, the ſurrender which has been made of our idea 
moſt valuable Conſtitutional rights and privileges, are irreſiſtible 2 
convineing proofs of adverſity. After all, Sir, he continued, I ap- od. 
prehend no danger from invaſion. The danger I deprecate, is from the n 
the obſtinate perſecution of this war, which cannot fail to be at- when 
tended with the ruin of our credit, our commerce, and our free * 
Ee Idle 


Conſtitution. The right honourable gentleman oppoſite to me 
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affects to ſmile at my ſaying that the Conſtitution has been im- 
paired ; he certainly thought ſo himſelf at one time; but ſinee he 
came into power, he has never thought of repairing it. He tri- 
umphs in the idea, that notwithſtanding the number of new Mem- 
bers introduced into this Porliament, I do not ſeem inclined to ap- 
peal to them by demanding a vote on the preſent: occation ; but I 
remember the time, only the laſt Parliament but one, when that 
right honourable gentleman was in the habit of ſaying, that calling 
for the vote of this Honſe, according to the repreſentation of that 


# period, was not taking the ſenſe of the boroughs, cities and coun- 
* ties of Great Britain, but of Bengal, Bahar and Oriſſa. The 


ſyſtem of repreſentation continues the ſame. I cannot imagine by 
what magic the right honourable gentleman has on the preſent oe- 
caſion procured a return of Members, whom he ſincerely ſuppoſes 
to ſpeak the ſentiments of the nation. 

I am next accuſed of inconſiſtency, becauſe I ſay the Conſtitu- 
„on is impaired, and yet allow that the people are ſo fond of it, 
that no danger is to be apprehended from invaſion ; if this' be in- 


conſiſtency, I plead guilty ; I do think the Conſtitution is impai- 
on : 
= GE but I am not on that account to be obliged on every occaſion 
& to vote even againſt the Miniſter who has impaired it, much leſs 


„m | to fay that I would not fight againſt the French. I do not 
as yet deſpair of the Conſtitution of this country : notwithſtanding 
all the inſults that have been offered to it, and all the injuries it has 
0 ſuſtained, I would rather look to the country itſelf, to Parliament, 
u- 2 . 

or even to Miniſters themſelves for a remedy, than to invaſion. 


| 7 * - * 

The honourable gentleman ſays, that I have this evening called 
ald 8 5 * * 

n dis an unjuſt war in more diſtinct terms than J have uſed at any 
E. former period; but I appeal to all who have honoured what I have 


1. ſaid with attention, either within or without doors, whether upon 
this ſubject I have ever uſed any management of expreſſion. When 


6 it has been aſſerted that France was the aggreſſor, I have denied it, 
* becauſe from whatever quarter might come the firſt act of hoſtility, 
pj thoſe are the aggreſſors who refuſe to enter into a treaty or pacific ne- 
of esciation upon any terms. I am aceuſed too of traducing the 
country when I reprobate the meaſures of Miniſters, under che 
IE idea that the country has given them its ſan@on : very different 


ple ere the right honourable gentleman's ſentiments at a former pe- 
riod. When I uniformly pronounced the American war, and all 
the mcaſures by which it was carried on, to be unjuſt and diabolical ; 
when I reprohatcd the conduct of Miniſters, while they perſiſted in 
_ their pernicious plans, I was nor accuted by that right honourable: 


be itleman of tradueing the country; now that he himſelf is in 
me : 
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power, I ſhould be glad to know what has identified him with the 
country, what has made him and the country ſo inſeparable, that 


J cannot reprobate the one without traducing the other? This is | 


undoubtedly not the time fully to diſcuſs the policy of the war; but 
I muſt take the opportunity of again ſaying, that properly ſpeaking, 
they commenced hoſtilitics who rejected all means of a ſafe and 
honourable negociation. I do not deny that one moment may be 
more favourable than another for negociation ; but I certainly can. 
not conceive that a negociation with any nation, ſhall at one mo- 
ment be inimical to univerſal order and civilization, and immedi. 
ately after, when the fame nation becomes more ſucceſsful and 
victorious than ever, that negociation ſhall become adviſcable. 

J have called this war unjuſt, becaufe previous to actual hoſti- 
lities taking place, every thing poſlible ought to have been done to 
avert it. In this, I conceive myfelf to be ſupported by all eſtab- 
liſhed authorities on the ſubject. It has always been laid down as 
a maxim, that an outrage being committed, is not of itfelf a ſuf- 
ficient juſtification of war; it is alſo neceſſary that there ſhould be 
a poſitive ref ſal of indemnification, and that they who ſtop the 
means of pacific diſcuſhon, act unjuſtly and become the real ag- 
gr ſſors. The right honourable- gentleman has animadverted on 
what fell from my honourable friend on this meaſure being taken 
from the example of France: this is certainly no place for a diſcuſ- 
ſion upon the internal Government of France. I wifh indeed we 
had heard leſs of it from the other fide of the Houſe ; but if the 
French went ſo far as to eſtabliſh a ſyſtem of requiſition, they may 
truly be ſaid to have had neceſſity for their juſtification. It was 
indeed ſomething like a mani feſtation of an intention to penetrate 
into France, when the Duke of Brunſwick was within an hundred 
miles of the capital, proclaiming ruin and deſtruction wherever he 
went, and with the determination to re-eſtabliſh the worft of all 
governments, the old deſpotiſm of Franee.— Are we placed in ſi- 
milar circumſtances ? are we now called upon to make fimilar ex- 
ertions * The right honourable gentleman has commented on the 
bills that paſſed during the laſt Parliament, and he has ſaid that 
ninety-nine in a hundred give them their approbation; my inqui- 
ries have indecd led me to a very different concluſion ; and after the 
numerous petitions that were preſented on that occaſion, and other 
circumſtances which took place, it is hardly decent in Miniſters to 
bring forward ſuch an affertton. The right honourable gentleman 
ſays that theſe bills produced peace and tranquillity, and were abſo- 
lately neceſſary—againſt whom? theſe few inſignificant malcon- 
tents | this trifling hundredth part of the community? The argu- 


— 
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ment is certainly inconſiſtent with the reaſons uſed to induee the 
Houſe to paſs theſe bills; for we were then told that though indeed 
it was A minority of the kingdom who were to be reſtrained, it 
was a large minority, a minority of conſiderable conſequence ! but 
demand farther—Have theſe bills produced perſuaſion among the 
people: Have they created affection to the Conſtitution, or to the 
preſent Adminiſtration ?: —Or, have they merely prevented the free 
expreſſion of opinions, and for a while ſuppreſſed the murmurs of 
diſcontent? If the latter be the cafe, concealed diſcontent is cer- 
tainly no evidence of ſtrength. I believe too, that, on the ncca- 
fion of paſſing theſe bills, the meetings which were held up as the 
oſtenſible cauſe were much traduced, and that very few indeed of 
thoſe who attended them were enemies to the Conſtitution ; and 
that, even among them, many ſtrong arms would have been found 
ready to reſiſt hoſtile invaſion. I again ſay, that, upon the preſent 
opening of the buſineſs, I do not approve of the preſent meaſures. 
Yet I do not aſſert, that circumances cannot exiſt which might 
render additional means of defence ncceffary ; but I know well, 
that we already have a great army, and that a ſuthcient part of that 
army might be in this country to repel every attempt at invaſion. 
The right honourable gentleman is amuſed at my honourable friend 
being diſſatisfied with His Majeſty's ſpeech, which, as connected 
with reſponſibility, may, in Parliamentary proceedings, be called 
the ſpecch of Miniſters, and at the ſame time demanding additio- 
nal ſatisfaction from Miniſters themſelves, in whom he has no con- 
fidence whatever; but, as I underſtood my honourable friend, 
what he found fault with was the obſcurity of expreſſion in His 
Majeſty's ſpeech ; he conſequently demanded a more explicit decla- 
ration of the grounds on which Miniſters brought forward the 
preſent reſolutions. 

The right honourable gentleman has alſo triumphantly obſerved 
ſome difference of opinion between my honourable friend and my- 
ſelf, and conceived that there is a want of diſcipline on this ſide of 
the Houſe. I certainly, without reluctance, leave to him all the 
advanrages which he can derive from accuracy of diſcipline; while 
| claim for myſelf and my friends the free and unlimited exerciſe 
of thought, ſpeech, and action. The right honourable gentleman 
has held up the laſt Parliament as an example to the preſent. I 
have already given my ſentiments reſpedting that Parliament, and 
only deſire any man with unbiafſed judgment to lock at their pro- 
ccedings for the purpoſe of forming an opinion: In that Parlia- 
ment the King of Sardinia was held up as a pattern of an ally (I 
do not bring this forward at preſent for the purpoſe of perſonal re- 
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flections againſt the unfortunate, but to hold out a warning to the 
preſent Parliament and to the country at large). — The King of 


Sardinia, by confiding in the Miniſters of this kingdom, has been | 


reduced to a ſtate of poſitive ruin. Thoſe allies only who have 
abondoned them and their meaſures may be ſaid to be in a ſtate of 


exiſtence ; and, if the preſent Parliament and their Repreſenta. 


tives continue the ſame blind, implicit confidence, ruin to us alſs 
muſt inevitably be the conſequence. 

Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY did not expect that any diffe. 
rence of opinion would have ariſen on the preſent queſtion ; a 
queſtion in his mind that embraced ſo many ſalutary objects. — He 
had only one objection to it, and that was, its being a half mea- 
ſure; it ought to be extended to the full point; and on that ground 
he ſhould meet the wiſhes' of the Miniſter with double pleaſure, 
He ſhould not apply to Miniſters for any additional information on 
the ſubject, it was evident that the French had an invaſion of this 


country in view, and it therefore became the Exccutive Govern- | 


ment to make every proper and necetiary preparation. 

As this force was to be commanded by country gentlemen, it 
could not be called an increaſe of the power of the crown : on the 
contrary, he ſhould conſider it to be an increaſe of the power df 
the country againſt the crown. We ſhould not wait until an in- 
vaſion was actually to take place. Muſt not time be given for men 
to be prepared and diſciplined ? or were they to march againſt an 
invading enemy, without the means of defence, or ignorant of the 
uſes of thoſe arms they might chance to have about them? 

General 'LARLETON faid, before they judged of the preſent 
meaſure, it would be neceſſary to conſider its expediency ; and he 
would prove to the Houſe, from authentic papers upon their table, 
that the force of the country was ſufficient to repel any attempt 
which might be made againſt it. From theſe papers it would ap- 
pear, that there was now in the kingdom 20,000 well-trained ca- 
valry, 57,000 fencibles and militia, and q, ooo regulars little 
ſhort of 100,000 men. This, and the alacrity and ſpirit of the 
country no way abated, muſt be more than ſufficient for the pur- 
poſe of defeating our enemies, and rendering futile any attempts 
they might hazard. Did the Houſe not recollect that they were 
told the army of the enemy was annihilated in Germany, and that 
they could not muſter ſufficient force to attempt any deſcent upon 
this country? The militia-bill of 1756, did not propoſe double 
the number now raiſed, as was erroneouſly ſtated by the honour- 
able gentleman. : 
In his opinion there was no danger of an invaſion ; but if ſuch 
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an event was to take place, there exiſted in the breaſt of every En- 
gliſnman a love for his country and Conſtitution ſufficient to make 
him join in repelling it, The incorporating of more men into the 
militia, would draw off a great number of valuable perſons from 
ſociety. Beſides, the meaſure would have the effect to extend mar- 
tial law over the country, which would be of dangerous conſe- 
duenee. He would not oppoſe the meaſure in its preſent ſtage, 
but he deſired that it might be viewed with all poſſible jealouſy. 
Mr. ELFORD. TI rife, Sir, to make an obſervation or two 
on certain expreſſions uſed by the right honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Fox) oppoſite to me. In doing this, I know I ſhall experience 
conſiderable embarraſſment, becauſe I am not only unuſed to ſpeak 
in public, but this is the firſt time I have had the honour of a ſeat 
in Parliament. However, the animadverſions of the right ho- 
nourable gentleman, on the conduct and motives of gentlemen on 
this ſide the Houſe, were ſuch as have affected me too ſenſibly to be 
paſſed over in ſilence. The right honourable gentleman ſeems to 
think that thoſe who vote with Miniſters, are dependant and ſer- 
vile; but I can ſafely aver, that I am as independent of the fa- 
vour or the rewards of Miniſters, as any gentleman, be he who he 
may, on his fide of the Houſe. Making this declaration, I ſhall, 


perhaps, be credited when I aſſure che Houſe, that in any oppo- * 


ſition I may be induced to give to any meaſure, or the ſupport I 
ſhall this night give to Miniſters, I have no motive but the good 
of the country. With regard to the two ſeditious bills, a great 
majority of the country are perfectly reconciled to their expediency. 
I have myſelf had much intercourſe wich the inhabitants of one of 
the molt extenſive counties of England. They are unanimous in 
their approbation of the meaſures. It is true petitions againſt them 
were at firſt induſtriouſly propoſed for their ſignature, and every 
effort of calumny and miſrepreſentation employed to gain their con- 
currence ; but it any thing like concurrence was at one time ob- 
tained, that concurrence was the effect of miſrepreſentations the 
moit groſs and inflammatory. They were told that if the bills 
patied into law, they durſt not even meet to ſpend their evenings 
az:-vably at each other's houſes, without a Magiſtrate to watch and 
report their converſation : they were told their moſt valuable rights 
and privileges had been invaded, and that their utter extinction and 
ſubverſion would be effected by thoſe bills. They were told, in 
ſhort, that their lives would be endangered by the operation of ſuch 


laws. But how have the bills after all this operated? They have. 


preſerved the tranquillity of the country, and maintained a proper 
ſpirit of ſubordination, which without them could not he expected 
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from a factious tribe of revolutionary doftors. That they hay 
been thus ſalutary, is obvious. Hence the remedy was judiciouſſ 
adapted to the diſeaſe. With theſe ſentiments, I give my mt] 
cordial aſſent to the propoſition now before the Houſe. | 

Mr. FOX.—However, Sir, the honourable gentleman ma 
have felt and expreſſed his own independence, nothing that cout 
fall from him upon ſuch a ſubject would have induced me again ty 
addreſs myſelf to you; but he has alluded, in poſitive terms, to 
bills which I ever have reprobated and ever will deteſt. As a youry 
Member, perhaps a greater degree of modeſty would not have been ¶ peo 
unbecoming in a firſt ſpeech. His aſſertions are delivered with an {Wing 
air of ſuperiority. Sir, I do not doubt the gentleman's intereour vill 
with the country to be extenſive : but I very much ſuſpeR that he I 
has not ſufficiently attended to the proceedings of which he hash poſi 
poſitively ſpoken. That ſome degree of miſrepreſentation might Nered 
have accompanied the petitions in certain villages I can eaſily ſup. ¶ duc: 
poſe ; but what public mcaſure of any importance has not ſuſfered N pron 
by miſrepreſentation ? perhaps, too, the miſrepreſentations of which ſuch 
the honourable gentleman complains, were no other than certain dial 
clauſes which were in the original bills, but were rejected an! urge 
thrown out by the Committee. Theſe clauſes had been much Wi dan 
commented upon in the courſe of the early diſcuſſions on the ſub- WW palt 
ject in general, and certainly it is within the recollection of gentle- WW hav 
men that the clauſes themſelves had for their object the ſubjeCting WW the 
private families to the domiciliary viſits of the magiſtrates. Every ¶ tion 
family conſiſting of twelve or more perſons might be made the ob- Wl war, 
ject of the penalties of this law. However, theſe clauſes did not ¶ ſity 
ſurvive the diſcuſſions in which their abſurdity and deſpotiſm were ¶ mue 
detected and expoſed. Even ſuppoſing the honourable gentleman WWpics 
correct in his ſtatement, gentlemen will readily perceive that thoſ: ¶ ſure 
circumſtances might have given rife to all the miſreprefentation Wi the 
which accompanied the invitation to efforts againſt the bills them- Mas ai 
ſelves. At any rate, the unbought, unprejudiced ſenſe of a great ¶ ſiſt t 
majority of the inhabitants of the metropolis has been decidedly Ntisfie 
againſt them. And ſurely ſuch oppoſition was at leaſt of as much auth 
importance as the approbation of tlie honourable gentleman's county mitt 
aſſociates. I have myſelf the honour of repreſenting a very popu- Never 
lous city, and its inhabitants are almoſt unanimous in their deter- NCiſpe 
mination to give every poſlible aid to procure a repeal of them. exc! 
Nor is the period far diſtant, when their energies and their influence 
will be united for that purpoſe. Never, Sir, will I hear the quiet 
of the country aſcribed to bills which have wounded the Conſtitu- 
tion with. it having the aſſertion explair el. And it ſurely migit 
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have occurred to the honourable gentleman, that miſrepreſentations 
vere employed as much, at leaſt, by thoſe with whom he acts as 
by their opponents. Undoubtedly, Sir, I think that miſrepreſen- 
tations as groſs, with abundantly as much opportunity to give them 
effect, were upon that occaſion employed by His Majeſty's Miniſ- 
ters. Remembering that the Conſtitution for which our anceſtors 
ſtruggled and bled, has been more deeply wounded by the acts of 
the preſent Miniſtry, and eſpecially by the conduct of apoſtates 


from the ſtandard of liberty, I cannot fit down without telling the 


people of England and this Houſe, that however reiterated and dar- 
ing may be the future attacks upon their legitimate rights, I 
will never abandon the ſtandard of liberty, but with my life. 

Mr. CURWEN,.— Agreeing as I do in every ſentiments of op- 
poſition to the preſent war, and unwilling to take any thing on the 
credit of Miniſters, ' I cannot filently give my affent to the intro- 
duction of a bill, the neceſſity of which has been in no reſpect 
proved. Had Miniſters ſhewn that the ſtate of the country is 
ſuch as requires the meafure, I am ſure no man would more cor- 
dially go the full length to give them every confidence which the 
urgency and importance of ſuch a criſis might demand. But the 
danger has not even been avowed. They have ſhrunk by low and 


paltry evaſions from that fort of inquiry which honeſt men would 


have gloried in courting. One honourable gentleman has called 
the meaſure a half meaſure ; but had he known the diſtreſſed fitua- 
tion of the country, had he looked, not to the beginning of the 
war, but to the preſent moment, he would have deplored the neceſ- 
ſity for continuing to ſupport the prefent military eſtabliſhment, 
much more that additional one propoſed. But theſe, Sir, are to- 
pics which rarely occur to men avowedly devoted to all the mea- 
ſures and all the arrangements of Minifters. Of this claſs I have 
the happineſs not to be one. As a Member of the Britiſh Senate, 
as an admirer of our laws, as a lover of freedom I ſhall always re- 
ſiſt the encroachments of power. I ſhall not on this ſubject reſt ſa- 
tified merely with the dictum of a Miniſter; ſomething of higher 
authority than his aſſertions will, I truſt, be laid before the Com- 
mittee, I expect we ſhall have clear proofs of danger exhibited in 
every picture that ſhall be heneeforth drawn of this «© manifeſted 
diſpofition to invade our iſle.” Such alarms as have already been 
excited, and excited they have been-with ſucceſs where they have 
proceeded from miniſters, and the ſanction of them procured by 
thoſe very means which their honourable friend, the new Member, 
has deprecated, even by mifrepreſentation. I onee, - indeed, 
thought that no Miniſter durſt ſo openly inſult this Houſe and the 
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nation as to create that monſtrous and expenſive fiction. But they 
have themſelves hitherto been the makers of national dangers—dax 
gers too which have taken ſome hold even of the Throne. ©] hey 
have poiſoned the ears of Majeſty not only with theſe falſe alarms, 
but by foully repreſenting the people as poſſeſſing neither affection 
for their Sovereign, nor attachment to the Conſtitution. A time 
however muſt come, when the nation will have an opportunity of 
ſpurning with honeſt indignation the authors of their ſufferings ; 
when the Sovercign muſt know the ſentiments of his people, and 
the people convince their oppreſſors that although they have hitherto 
borne the ſcourge, they will not bear it any longer. 

Mr. Serjeant ADAIR vindicated the ſupport he had given Mi. * 
niſters on the ſubject of the two bills. He reprobated the alluſions 
made to apoſtates from the ſtandard of liberty. He faid, he was BY 
no apoſtate, but rejoiced in the vote he had given for two bills, the 
ſalutary effects of which were now evidently felt by all who, like 
him, had ſeen and lamented the alarming progreſs of ſedition and 
treaſon. If the bills had rendered lefs frequent thoſe public meet- 


ings lately held, they had been of the utmoſt ſervice to the country ; -- 
for what ſort of popular meetings were the bills levelled againii ? W 
Thoſe only which diſſeminated treaſon, anarchy and confuſion, | 
This was his conviction, and much as he eſteemed the right ho- ho 
nourable gentleman, the name of apoſtate or any other appellation, 
ſhould not deter him from openly expreſſing his opinion. 3 

Sir GREGORY PAGE TURNER profeſſed much and zea- bil 
lous concern for the country, under the apprehenſions of the avowed of 
hoſtile intentions of the enemy. To the principles of the Britiſh Am 
Conſtitution, Sir Gregory ſaid he had ſworn fealty. He had done | 
this, by the advice and example of a gpected father, and he ſhould of 
inſtil the ſame ſentiments of lov d veneration into the breaſts * 
of his own children for that conſtitution. He was willing that mig 
it ſhould be underſtood that he had a conliderable ſtake in the the 
country. But when he faid this, he did not mean to inſinuate that ing 


was at all the prevailing motive of his preſent conduct. He ſhould, that 
without heſitation, take up arms himſclf in defence of the Conſti- 
tution and the country, and was ready to make an adequate ſacrifice 
for their preſervation and independence. He cordially approved ot Bil bein 


the preſent meaſures of precaution and defence ; but expreſſed his f 
hope that we might yet have peace, if it pleaſed God and the unn 
French Directory. 5 if t. 

The firſt reſolution was then put and carried. rath 


The ſccond reſolution, reſpecting the augmentation of the mi- ſend 
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litia, to be trained as ſhall be directed in the bill, and be called out in 
caſes of neceſſary defence, was then moved and agreed to. 

The third reſolution, relative to the proviſional force of cavalry 
to make the regiments complete, as well as reſpecting the ſervice 
of certain deſcriptions of individuals to be hereafter agreed upon, 
was put and carried, 

The Chairman then put the different reſolutions, which were 
agreed to, and ordered to be reported. The report was immedi- 
ately brought up ; read a firſt and ſecond time, and agreed to. 

Bills were ordered to be brought, purſuant to the ſaid reſo- 
lutions. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt and Mr. Ser Dundas were ordered to 


prepare and bring in the ſame. 
The Houſe adjourned. 


ike Wedneſday, 3 9th October. {| 


Mr. Chancellor PIT T brought in a bill, purſuant to his firſt re- 
ſolution paſſed laſt night, for raiſing a certain number of men from 


Ji the different counties of England, and ſtewartrics of Scotland, to 
= be diſtributed between the navy and regular land forces. 
8 The bill was read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond 
5 time to-morrow, 
2 General 'TARLETON expreſſed a deſire to know, if it was 
not the intention of the Chancellor of the Exchequer to have the 
= bill, which he had juſt brought in, for raiſing an additional body 
" i of 15,000 men, printed, previous to its being read a ſecond 
uin time? 
_ Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that the beſt mode, in his opinion, 
jy of proceeding, in bills of this nature, was to have them read a ſe- 
0 cond time as ſoon as poſſible, and committed, that the blanks 
* might be filled up. When the blanks were thus filled up, and 
* the bills printed, a reaſonable interval would be allowed for tak- 
1d ing them into conſideration, before they were recommitted ; and 
* that would be the fitteſt ſtage for their undergoing a full diſcuſ- 
on. The Supplemental Militia bill he propoſed bringing in to- 
” morrow, and fixing ſome day next week, perhaps Friday, for its 
| N being read a ſecond time. 
| * Mr. CURWEN was far from withing to interpoſe a moment's 
unneceſſary delay to a buſineſs that ſeemed of ſuch urgency ; but 
if there was no very material objection to it, he thought it would be 
jt: rather better to fix a more diſtant day, that time might be allowed for 


ſending the bill i into the country. 
Vol. I. * 
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Mr. PLUMER joined in the ſame wiſh, for the ſame reaſous; 
and propoſed Monday ſe'nnight, inſtead of Friday next. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT replied, that for the reaſons he hat 
urged laſt night, he could not conſent that any great delay ſhould in 
tervene, nor could he ſee that there could be any great differenc 
between Friday and Monday, as, according to the uſual train d 
parliamentary bufineſs, only one day could be gained by the delay 
propoſed. He would not, however, object to ſubſtituting Mon. 
day ſe'nnight to Friday next, if gentlemen imagined ſuch a dely 
of any importance. 


Thurſday, 20th October. 


Petitions were preſented for the following places, which wer 
ordered to be taken into conſideration as follow: 


The borough of Tregony, November 10. 
Melbourne Port, November 10. 

County of Kent, December 22. 

Maidſtone, December 29. 

Worceſter, January 3. 

County of Stirling. December 27. 


Serjeant ADAIR brought up the Quaker's relief bill, which 
was read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſccond time a 
Thurſday next. 

I be bill for raifing an additional number of men for the ſe: 
vice of the army and navy, was read a ſecond time, and ordered tt 
be committed to-morrow. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT brought up the bill for the augmentatic 

of the militia, which was read a firſt time, and ordered to be read! 
ſecond time to-morrow. 

The Committee to conſider of His Majeſty" $ ith was ad. 
journed by motion to Tueſday. 

Adjourned. 


Friday, 21ft October. 


The order of the day for the Houſe to reſolve itſelf into 1 
Committee of Supply being read, the Secretary at War mobel 
that the-eſtimates preſented on a former day ſhould be referred i 
this Committee. 

The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a Committee of Supply, 

The SECRETARY at WAR ſaid, that owing to the neceflar 
delays in tranſmitting the ſeveral accounts from the reſpecii 
offices connected with his department, he could now ſubmit onl 
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a part of the eſtimates to the Committee. The portion of them 
he held in his hand, would afford every information in point of 
fact that could properly come before them. The aceounts yet to 
de deli vered were not of much importance, becauſe they ſcarce 
differed in their amount and detail from thoſe of the fame deſerip- 
tion that had been delivered laſt year. The eſtimates on the table 
contained details of the moſt material arrangements of the current 
year, and would be found every way explicit on the ſubjeR of the 
expenditure. As it would be recolleQed that a diminution in the 
number of troops on the eſtabliſhment had taken place laft year, 
from which a ſaving of 800,000. aroſe, it would not be expected 
that any conſiderable diminution would take place in the amount of 
the preſent eſtimates. The whole force of this country, conſiſting 
of the common diſtribution of guards and garriſons, and colonies 
and plantations, amounted to 195,074 men, the expence of which 
would amount to 5,190,000l. ſo that it would appear that the 
expence of this year would not exceed that of the laſt. The 
home army and the army abroad were to be underſtood by the ge- 
neral diviſion; of guards and garriſons, and colonies and planta- 
tions. The home army contained all the troops which might be 
conſidered as ſerving for the defence of the country, guards, regu- 
lars of every deſcription, and fencibles. The army at home 
amounted to 60,765 men, from which aroſe an exceſs above laſt 
year of 11,546 men. The army abroad, or the troops in the 
colonies and plantations, it was well known comprehended the 
troops in the Weſt Indies, in Corſica, Gibraltar, Canada, Nova 
Scotia, and every foreign ſervice, except thoſe in the Eaſt Indies, 
which came under a ſeparate deſcription, am@inted to 64,276 men. 
The army abroad was compoſed entirely of regulars ; the army at 
home of regulars, invalids, militia, and fencibles. The militia 
was nearly the ſame as laſt year, with the difference of the city re- 
giments. There was a ſmall augmentation of the invalids from 
the circumſtance of calling upon the out penſioners, who were ca- 
pable of performing this ſpecies of du. Upon the Fencibles 
there had been a diminution of troops in each regiment, which 
had occaſioned a correſponding difference in their amount ſince laſt 
year, As the other articles were of a nature that were leſs ex- 
poſed to variation, he ſhould not enter into any particulars of their 
amount, but ſhould eonclude with moving for the land ſervice of 
this year the number of 195,000 men. 

General TARLTON ſaid that he ſhould add the reſult of the 
articles omitted, amounting to 580,000. to the ſum of the eſtimate 
of this year, ariſing from the articles on the table. He was happy 

R 2 


124 PARLIAMENTARY [ComMMoxs, 


that at a period ſuch as this, at a period when alarms were abroad, 
and fears of invaſion entertained, that we had ſuch a force 23 
60,000 men at home, and that the army in the colonies amounte | 
to ſo large a body. The general ſaid, he had expected that the 
honourable Sceretary at War would have gone more into detail, 
Only twelve articles were ſtated in the accounts and eſtimates of 
the war department for the preſent year, whereas thoſe of laſt year 
contained nineteen articles, Conſidering the diſproportion between 
theſe ſtatements, ſurely a Houſe of Commons ought to be watch. 
ful over the acts of Miniſters, but eſpecially a new Parliamen:, 
He was happy, however, that at a period of alarm the forces under 
the head of guards and garriſons were 60,567 ; nor did the account 
of our plantations having 64,000 men to protect them leſs gra. 
tify his feelings. It was a ſource of conſolation to him that < 
large a proviſion had been made. With reſpe& to the regiments 
of light dragoons, he ſhould have thought that the expence of raiſ. 
ing and maintaining them would have been paid by the Eaſt-India 
Company themſelves. They were, he thought, as well able to 
pay for them as the people of this country. Nay more ſo. At 
leaſt he had heard the reſources of India extolled by certain men 
rather more than thoſe of Great Britain. With refpe to the 
360, oool. for reeruiting ſervice, it rather ſurprized him, as there 
certainly was no occaſion for recruiting in a country where requi- 
ſitions were about to be made. Miniſters had completely aban- 
doned the old mode of raiſing men, and therefore it was that he 
ſaw no propriety in that charge. On the ſubject of the requiſition 
. Itſelf he thought it was a mcaſure of neceſſity, not altogether objec- 
tionable; but while the force of the country, beſides regyſars, 
amounted to 57, 8 22 fencibles, and 43, 864 militia-men, Peer, 
ſition on the mere ſurmiſe of a Miniſter was not a meaſure that 
conſiderate Houſe of Commons would adopt. Of the fencibic 
corps as a body, he had little or no knowledge ; but he preſumed 
there.muſt be individuals amongſt them, perhaps, indeed, the whol: 
of them, would be found as ready to encounter an enemy as th: 
regulars. For the militia, again, he had a fincere reſpect, becauſe 
it was compoſed of the moſt valuable body of men in the country. 
But there had many abuſes crept into the army, which he could 
Wiſh to ſee rectified: among others that of having batmen in almol: 
every company. This was particularly inimical to the true in- 
tereſts of the country, and was injurious to His Majeſty's ſer- 
vice. Batmen, he ſaid, were a deſcription of men who were taken 
out of the ranks, to ſerve the officers of a regimòht in men 
capacities. 
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In making theſe ſelections, the choice always fell on the moſt 
deſerving among the privates; they were, indeed, thoſe moſt diſ- 
tinguiſhed for honeſty, ſobriety, and perſonal accompliſhments, 
who were adopted for thoſe ſervices. Thus the very men who 
ought, above all others, to be kept and cheriſhed in a regiment, 
were detached from it. When he ſerved in the army, no batmen 
were allowed. There was likewiſe a conſiderable expence incurred 
without any reaſon, by taking ſixteen or ſeventeen ſerjeants to ſerve 


as muſicians. This he conſidered as having muſic at too great a 
price, and as an expence quite unneceſſary. It appeared that a re- 


duction in the fenfibles had now taken place, and he was glad that 
the advice which laſt year had been given from that fide of the 
Houſe to adopt this meaſure had at laſt been flowly taken up and 
acted upon by Miniſters. If the extraordinaries, ſuch as barracks, 


ordnance, &c. were added, the whole expence of the army this 


year would not fall ſhort of its amount laſt year. There was a 


fact which was of the utmoſt importance, well deſerving of the 


conſideration of the Houſe of Commons, and eſpecially of a new 
Parliament, that he could not help mentioning : Laſt year the ex- 


pence of the army amounted to the full ſum of the revenue of this 


a 


country, the year previous to the war. If the army coſt ſo much, 


how were the other expences of the Government to be defrayed ? 
The right honourable gentleman, in ſtating the amount of the army 


eſtabliſhment, had not given any particulars of its application. 


His Majeſty's ſpeech, however, had directed their attention to the 
achievements which had been performed by our troops in different 
parts of the world. Where then were the inſtances in which the 
courage and conduct of our troops had been diſplayed? In looking 
round for the evidence of their reputation, it appeared rather bor- 
rowed from our allies than conquered from the cnemy, That re- 
putation, no doubt, would be kept in the belt condition in order to 
be reſtored. It might be ſuppoſed to weigh ſomething in a nego- 
tiation; but he hoped it would not be allowed to impede the con- 
eluſion of a peace. Where then had the troops been employed? 
His Majeſty's ſpeech formerly had held out great promiſes of exer- 
tions in the Weſt Indies, and the. exploits which had been achieved 


in that quarter had been conſiderably extolled. He did not think, 


however, that there was much ſubje& of boaſt. The armament 
which had been equipped for expeditions to the Weſt Indies had 
been attended with enormous expenee. What was the reaſon that 
the full advantage which it might have been expected to produce 
had not been obtained? Had the fleet ſailed too late in the ſeaſon, 
or did the fault lie at the door of Miniſters? Whether we locked at 


| 
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the general ſtate of the Weſt Indies, of at particular iflands, there 
was not much room for ſatisfaction or exultation. The Caribs i in | 
St. Vincent's were ſtill in a ſtate of inſurrection. The troubles in 
Guadaloupe, and various other iſlands, till interrupted and de- 
ſtroyed the induſtry of the inhabitants. Victor Hughes had not 
been diſlodged, nor his operations diſconcerted. In St. Domingo, 
the melancholy ravage which had been made by diſeaſe afforded no 
ſatisfaction in the review. Was the attempt to reduce this iſland 
to be proſecuted at the expence of the lives of fo many gallant and 
brave men ? Almoſt every perſon in that Houſe and in the country 
had to lament the loſs of their friends, brought to an untimely 
grave by the dreadful mortality which ſwept every thing before it. 
If we conſidered the extent of the armament, there was ſomething 
ſurely faulty in the plan, or why was there ſo little obtained for fo 
much expence and ſo many. facrifices? Inquiries had been de- 
manded upon this ſubjeR, but inquiry was continually reſiſted. Gen- 
tlemen were even told to confide in Miniſters, as if it had not been 
the duty of Parliament to inquire into the conduct of the Execu- 
tive Government. Such was the language which was held out to 
the new Parliament by gentlemen on the other ſide. Inquiry was 
the duty of the Houſe of Commons. It could not be refuſed by a 
good Miniſter, becauſe it tended to demonſtrate the wiſdom of his 
conduct; and it could only be refuſed by thoſe who were afraid to 
ſubmit their meaſures to the teſt of examination. Upon this point, 
however, he ſhould not go farther at preſent, but ſhould content 
himſelf with what he had already ſtated. 

Colonel SLOANE ſaid, that the militia were upon the ſame 
footing as regular troops, with regard to the ſervants kept by the 
officers ; and that this was an allowance perfectly underſtood to be 
conſiſtent with the eftabliſhment. | 

General TARLETON aid, it was true that officers were ſome- 
times allowed to have a ſervant who were exempted from duty; 
but the difference between a good and a bad regiment conſiſted in 
the number of men taken out of the. ranks, and exempted from 
duty. In the 16th Light Dragoons, in which he had ſerved, 
none were allowed. In the militia, the officers were chiefly men 
of fortune who were able to provide themſelves with ſervants in a 
different manner, and at ſuch a time as this, to take fifty or ſixty 
men from the ranks, was certainly no inconfiderable inconve- 
nience. | | 

Colonel SLOANE ſaid, that in the regiment of militia to which 
he belonged the fervants of officers were called upon to perform 
all che details of a field day. 
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Colonel GASCOYNE roſe and ſaid. Sir. I do nat riſe wich 
an intention of taking any part in the debate, more than to ſet the 
right honourable gentleman right, with reſpect to efiabliſhed mili- 
tary cuſtoms, if batmen were not allowed to officers in America, 
as in that part where the honuurable general ſerved, 'it muſt have 
been owing to the peculiarity of tlie ſervice, and not from any ef- 
tabliſhed rule of the army. During the campaigns I had the ho- 
nour to ſerve on the continent, every officer in proportion to his 
military rank, had batmea allowed him, nor is the cuſtom confi- 
ned to our military eſtabliſnment; the Auſtrians, Pruſſians, Heſ- 
ſians, and every deſeription of military I had ever the honour to 
ſerve with, allowed batmen to the officers ; in caſe of abſolute ne- 
ceſiity, they were ordered to fall into the ranks again, but in ge- 
neral, formed a guard to the baggage of the army, nor do I think 
it neceflary we ihould depart from ſuch a cuſtom, when we have 
an example for continuing it in the beſt diſciplined troops in Europe. 
With reſpeck to the mortality lately prevalent in St. Domingo, I 
am happy to aſſure the Houſe from authority, that the lateſt accounts 
mention the malignancy of it having almoſt ſubſided, nor can I 
ſee any ſtrong arguments for our relinquiſhing that iſland, from 
the late deplorable mortality amongſt our troops ; for notwithſtand- 
ing an enemy muſt be well aware of the fatality of that climate, 
we plainly perceive by the exertions to regain it, they place no 
{mall eſti mation on it ; I have been this day informed from good 
autlurity, that we have by the beſt returns from the ſeveral iſlands 
in the Weſt Indies, 18,000 effective men there fit for duty. 

general TARLETON explained. 

Mr. HUSSEY deſired to know what was the number of effective 
men among the 195, ooo contained in the reſolution. 

The SECRETARY AT WAR replied, that he was not pre- 
pared to give any anſwer to the queſtion. _ | * 

Mr. FOX ſaid he had heard it alledged that the engagement made 
on the part of this country with the Maroons hade not been ſaith- 
fully adhered to. He underſtood this to be the declared opinion 
of an officer, with whom he had not the honour of being perſonal- 
ly acquainted, but of whoſe military talents and private worth he 
had a high opinion, from what he had frequently heard of him. 
That officer had bcen in a fituation which cnabled him to judge 
of the circumſtance to which he alluded ; and therefore the opinion 
of ſuch a perſon had great weight with him. The Committe 
would eaſily conceive that he alluded to Colonel Walpole.— This 
was, however, nothing but a report, and his chief object for allu- 
ding to it was, to learn what eredit it deſerved. 
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Mr. BRYAN EDWARDS. Not having had the honour d 
a a ſeat in this Houſe until the preſent Parliament, it may appen 
very preſumptuous i in me to call the attention of the Houſe to any 
obſervations of mine; but being perfectly well acquainted with the 
ſubject to which the right honourable gentleman alludes, I beg the 
indulgence of the Houſe while I ſtate a ſhort hiſtory of the Ma. 
roon Negroes ; the cauſe of the late war between thoſe people and 
the inhabitants of Jamaica, and the conduct of the Colonial Aſſem. 
bly in the termination of the buſineſs. 
The Maroon Negroes, Sir, are the deſcendants of the Spanik 
Negroes, who, when the Iſland ſurrendered to the Engliſh in 1655, 
took to the woods, You will find in Thurlow's Sate papers an 
account of them, which was tranſmitted to Government by Gene. 
ral Venables. He relates“ that it was impoſſible to come to any 
treaty with them—that they mere wild and lawleſs ſavages, who 
had no moral ſenſe, and on whom neither perſuaſions nor gentle. 
neſs could make any impreſſion.” They were therefore left in 
poſſeſſion of the interior country and continued maſters of it for 
near a century; murdering without mercy all ſuch white perſons 
as attempted to make any ſettlements near them, not ſparing even 
the women and children. In the year 1739, Governor Trelay- 
ney entered into a treaty with them, granting them ſecurity and 
freedom on certain conditions, and compelling them to refide in 
towns or villages apart from the Negroes in ſervitude. In the year 
1760 I became acquainted with theſe people, and I ſoon obſerved 
that they were ſuſpicious allies, and would, ſome time or other, be- 
came very formidable enemies, Yet it is not true, as was ſtated in 
this Houſe, that the inhabitants of Jamaica wiſhed to get rid of 
them. The inhabitants, in genexal, conceived the higheſt opinion 
of their utility, and treated them with the utmoſt kindneſs :- they 
never aſked a favour of Government or of the aſſembly that was 
refuſed them. 
Concerning the origin of the late war, the caſe was this : Tur 
of the Maroons having been guilty of a felony in the town of Mon- 
tego Bay, by ſtealing from a poor man two of his pigs, were tried 
according to law, and according to the very letter of their treaty, 
and ſentenced to receive a few laſhes at a cart's tail. The fen- 
_ tence was mild, and the puniſhment not ſevere 3 but the whole 
body of the Trelawney-town Maroons, in revenge for the indignity 
offered to two of their number, immediately took to arms, and ſoon 
- afterwards actually proceeded to ſet fire to the plantations. Sir, | 
ſhall not take up the time of the Houſe by a long detail of militar 
tranſactions. The gallant officer whom the right honourable ger 
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tleman named, (Col. Walpole) had undoubtedly the merit, under 
the judicious orders of the Earl of Balcarres, of putting an end to 
this moſt unnatural and unprovoked rebellion ; and if thoſe two 
diſtinguiſhed perſuns differed in opinion concerning the terms and 
conditions on which the Maroons ſurrendered, it is excerdingly to 
be lamented. They both deſerved equally well of the community 
and the country at large. Such, however, I am ſorry to ſay was 
the fact, and the Governor therefore very properly left the whole 


to the determination of the Aſſembly. Sir, the tirſt conditions on 


which the Maroons were to ſurrender, were theſe ; iſt, That they 
ſhould on a day appointed give up their arms and ſurrender all the 
fugitive enſlaved negrocs who had joined them. 2d, That they 
ſhould aſk the King's pardon on their knees. On theſe terms 
their lives were to be ſpared, and permiſſion granted them to remain 
in the country. Now, Sir, it is a fact not to be denied that they 
did not ſurrender on the day fixed; and that they did not, then 
or on any day afterwards, give up the fugitive negroes. I do not 
believe that Colonel Walpole avers that they did. Colonel Wal- 
pole, Sir, who is not leſs diſtinguithed for his humanity than his 
| bravery, thinks, I believe, that it would have been generous in the 
Aſſembly to have imputed their not ſurrendering in time to their 
Ignorance, rather than to any wilful delay; and politic to have let 
them remain in the country; but J do not conceive that he charges 
either the Earl of Balcarres or the Aſſembly with treachery. The 
Aſſembly, however, thought differently from Colonel Walpole, and 
that men who had violated their allegiance, and entered into a 
bloody and cruel war, without provocation; were unfit to remain 
in the iſland ; yet, in the diſpoſal of theſe people, they manifeſted 
a degree of generolity and tenderneſs which is without example. 
dir, after providing them with fit and proper clothing for a change 
of climate, the Aſſembly ſent them to America, and appointed three 
gentlemen to accompany them thither with a ſum of 25,0001. to 
purchaſe lands for their future ſettlement, and for their maintenance 
tor the firſt year, after which it is hoped the example of the white 
people, with whom they are ſettled, and being removed from the 
former wild and ſavage way of life, they may become a uſeful body 
of yeomanry. I will only add one word more. Sir, there is now 
a gentleman in this town, who converſed with the Maroons the 
night before they ſailed, and who aſſures me that they expreſs 
themſelves well ſatisfied with the conduct of the aſſembly towards 
thein, and declared, that having converſed with ſome American 
N the country to which they were going, they 
8 S 
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ſaid they were content to go. I hope therefore we ſhall hear n 
more of the buſineſs. 


Mr. WILBERFORCE faid, the honourable gentleman | | 
who had juſt fat down, appeared to be perfectly well prepared on 


the ſubject. With regard to the origin of the war of the Maroons, 
he confetied he did not know more than any other gentleman ; ke 
had heard different and contradictory accounts. He would only 
oblerve, that with reſpect to the Maroons, they had no repreſenta. 
tives in that Houſe to ſtand up in their behalf— but the Planters 
had. One other remark he would make; it was for the purpof: 
of that alone he had taken the liberty of troubling the Houſ:. 
The honourable gentleman 'Mr. Edwards) had faid the Maroor. 
were not fit ſubjects for lenity, Whether they were or were not, 
he could not take upon him to determine. The Marcons, how- 
ever, had been for 140 years on the Iſland, and he conceived they 
were fit ſubjeAs of inſtruction, if they were ſo untutored as de- 
ſcribed. They had been Britith ſubjects ; but he was yet to learn 
whether any ſteps had ever been taken to inſtruct them, or to bring 
them to a true knowledge of the bleſſings of Chriſtianity, It was 
now near a century ſince any attempt had heen made to conver 
the Africans to Chriſtianity, at leaſt none had been made whicl 
he knew of. If there had been any, he ſhould hear it mentioned 
with ſatisfaction. He did not ſtand up as the advocate of the con- 
duct of the Maroons, but he thought the neceſſary means had not 
been taken to make them acquainted with habits of virtue, which 
if inculcated in their minds, might have prevented their having 
been guilty of the exceſſes imputed to them. 

M. B. EDWARDS in reply faid, when he took the liberty of 
anſwering che charge of the right honourable Member over the way 
(alluding to Mr. Fox) reſpecting the faith of the country having 
been broken; he did ſo, becauſe he knew the affertion was not 
true. Colonel Walpole could not fay it had been broke ; although 
he diſapyroved of the meaſures againſt the Maroons. He did not 
expect, after he had anſwered one obſervation to have anothe: 
ſtarted. Now the Planters are accuſed of not inſtructing the Ma- 
roons in religion, and initiating them in the habits of civilized life 
When otjections were ſtarted upon ſpeculative grounds, there 
was no end to them. Were he called upon to deliver his own 
private opinion upon the ſubject, he would perhaps diſapprove cf 
the mode of confining the Maroons to ſeparate communities; but 
ſituated as they were in this reſpect, they ſpoke a language of their 
own, and of courſe being unacquainted with the language of the 
iſland, they were not capable of benefiting from the common means 

. 
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of inſtruction, a circumſtance which, of itſelf, was a ſufficient reply 
to the objection of the honourable gentleman. Their language 
was a mixture of the Spaniſh, and another language, which made it 
impoſſible to tcach them the principles of religion. He thought 
whoever. took it in hand would have hard work to make Chriſ- 
tians of them. hey were ſo addidted to polygamx, that it would 
require the utmoſt exertion of human ingenuity to confine them to 
one woman. He was contented with one woman, but he was 
ſure no Maroon was. With regard to inttruting them by ſend— 
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inſtead of liſtening to his doctrines, they would eat him up. He 
believed that under all theſe ein the honourable gentle- 
man would have fome difficulty to make them converts; but there 
was no mode of profelytiſm which he (Mr. Wilberforce) could 
ſuggeſt, that would ſtrixe him with ſurprize, after having onee 


of? ing Clergymen among them, he believed ſuch an attempt would be : 

uſe, impoſſible, for he did not know any Clergyman that would much ki 
Or like to go. To his certain knowledge, the Marobns were Can- | : 
Wnt, nibals. Ile was fure if a Clergyman was to be ſent to them, 1 
bw. 1 


Was heard him propoſe, on the moment that a ſhip arrives from 
ven Atrica, to ſend a Clergyman with a pail of water to baptize all 
ue! her cargo, without ever previouſly attempting to inſtil into their 
ned minds the principles of religion, or to inform them reſpecting the 
on- nature and end of the ceremonv. 

not Mr. WILBERFORCE apologized for having made an obſer- 
mo vation which was fo fpreign from the preſent queſtion before the 
vINg Committee, He was happy, however, to find that the honourable 


gentleman who ſpoke laſt agreed with him fo far that the Maroons 
ought not to have been ſecluded from the common ſociety of the 
iſland, by mingling in which they might gradually have acquired 


VINg civilized ſentiments and manners. For his own part he did not 
not mean that people ſhould go and refide among rhem, all he wiſhed 

ug to infer was that they ought to have received ſuch inftruQions as 

| not was poſſible to give them; their children at leaſt might have been 

ther taken and educated. 

Ma- Mr. EDWARDS explained, that when he talked of their being 
life kept in ſeparate communities, he did not mean that this was the 
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their 
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fault of the Government, but of their own perverſeneſs of diſpoſi- 

tion. They had been trequently invited to ſettle in the towns, 

and every encouragement offered to them, but they would never 

liſten to any invitation, not be allured by any encouragement which 

could be held forth. He was ſorry to find that the honourable 

gentleman (Mr. Wilberforce) entertaincd ideas, and indulged him- 
-S if 


F 


ture, and the preſent condition of man. 


that Miniſters would be prepared to vindicate the propriety of the 
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ſelf in the formation of plans totally inconſiſtent with human na. 


Mr. FOX was extremely glad that he had faid the few words | \ 
that he did upon the late tranſactions with the Maroons, as it had 
given riſe to the explanation of the honourable gentleman (Mr, 
Edwards), and from the facts which had been adduced, he would 
not accufe the government of Jamaica of keeping bad faith with the 
Maroons, more than he would accuſe Shvlock, in the Merchant of 
Venice, of a breach of contract ; it appeared that they had adhered 
ſtrictly to the letter of their engagement. From what had been 
ſaid, it was evident that Colonel Walpole thought either that the 
treaty was not kept, or that it was too ſtrictly kept; and, becauſe 
the honourable gentleman differed in opinion from that Officer, it 
did not follow that he was right, and that the Colonel was wrong, 
He hoped therefore that they would have ſome farther account «f 
the buſineſs from Miniſters, either on this or on a future day; and 
that Colonel Walpole's opinion, which was certainly of great im- 
portance, ſhould be fairly ſtated to the Houſe. The honourable 
gentleman had ſtated that the Maroons were ſent away with great 
attention ; and that they would form a uſeful body of yeomanry in 
another quarter of His Majeſty's dominions. He agreed with 
him, that the moſt likely way to render them uſeful was to remove 
them from ſcenes of cruelty, and the fight of ſlavery. But he 
maintained that tranſportation was what they were extremely averſe 
to, and that the Government had ſent them to North America in 
violation of the treaty which it had formed with them. He hoped 
that the ſubject would come before the Houſe on a future day, and 


meaſures which they had countenanced. 
The reſolutions were then put ſeparately, and carried nem. con. 
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RECEIPTS. | 
Caſh in the Treaſury on 1ſt March 1796 


(Morning) excluſive of duty 
On tea £ - 459,297 
Company's goods fold and to 
be ſold 6,380,300 
Honourable Board of Ord- 
nance, for ſalt-petre delivered 60,000 


Private trade and Dutch goods 
ſold to the 1ſt of September 


1796 1,5c8,488 


Charges and profit on private 
trade and Dutch goods fold 
to 1ſt of September 1796 154,430 
Cuſtoms on private trade 61,956 
Freight on ditto 26,628 
One year's intereſt at gl. per 
cent. per ann. on 1,207,559]. 
155. the Company's ſhare o 
the annuities transferred to 
the Bank, agreeably to aft of 
Parliament 36,226 
Perſons returned from India 24,700 
Government for ſtores and ſup- 
= to His Majeſty's troops, 
. 351,510 
Chinſurah cauſe 59, 307 


Money borrowed of the Bank 250,009 


4. 9,372,942 


Balance againſt the 1ſt of 


the 28th of October, 1796. 


DEBATES. | 


CORRECTED ESTIMATE of RECEIPTS and PAY- 
MENTS made, or to be made, by the Eaſt-India Company, 
in England, from the 1ſt of March 1796, to the x& of March 
1797 ; containing the actual Receipts and Payments from the 
1ſt of March to the iſt of September 1796, and continued by 
eſtimate to the 1 of March 1797. 


Bonds granted to the regiſtered 
creditors of the Rajah of 


March 1797 1,028,975 
£. 10,401,217 
Eaſt-India Houſe, 
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PAYMENTS. 
Cuſtoms L. 1,110,328 
Freight and demorage 1,951,114 
Goods and ſtores exported 1,218,877 
India debt 518,839 
Bills of exchange from India 
and China 7554971 


Tanjore 42,316 
Bullion exported 438, 186 
Purchaſe of teas, &c. 10,141 
Charges on merchandize, in- 

cluding ſupra cargoes, com- 

\ miſhon, and intereſt on 

loans, &c 903,747 
Alms-houſes at Poplar 1,294 
Dividends on ſtock, and in- 

tereſt on bonds 707, 677 
Bonds paid off and to be 

paid off 519,592 
Proprietors of private trade 892,119 
Balances -of Dutch gocds fold 

under the act of 34 Geo. III. 

cap. 80. 778,433 
Buyers of tea returned 1,160 
Warrants paſſed the Court un- 

paid 74,600 
Seamen for Government 15,608 
Chinſurah cauſe 165 
Captains whoſe ſhips will be 

worn out 90,000 
Money paid the Bank 150,000 
Government for troops, &c. 200,000 

L 10,401,217 


Errors excepted. 


W. RICHARDSON, 


Accomptant. 
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'* An ACCOUNT of the Nett Produce of the PERMANENT 


TAXES, which ſubſiſted previous to the 5th of January 17915 
in the years ending the 1oth of October 1795 and 1796 * 
ſpectively; adding thereto the difference between the produce a 
the duties on home-made Spirits in each year reſpectively, and th 
average produce thereof in three years, ending the 1 oth of Oc. 
ber 1794; and adding likewiſe the amount of the ſums pail 
from the revenue of cuſtoms on account of bounties for Corn im. 
ported, or bounties for railing Seamen. 


In the years 
ending October 1 oth, 


| Ye 
1795. 1796. 
Produce of the permanent taxes which — — 
ſubſiſted previous to 1791 - 13,353,572 12,798,326 


Loſs on the duties of the diſtillery 

which ſubſiſted previous to 1791 - - - - 554,161 
Bounties on corn paid out of the re- 

venue of cuſtoms. - - - - - 440,38. 
Bounties paid out of the revenue of 

cuſtoms for raiſing ſeamen - - 116,935 5 1,401 


i 
Ye 


Ye 


— 


— 


J. 13,470,507 13, 853,375 


Treaſury Chambers, . 
OQober 27th, 1796. GEORGE ROSE. 
Lo 


* The produce of the old duties, on home-made ſpirits in the ven 
ending 10th October, 1795, exceeded the average of the three preceding 


years, 


— 
— — — 


An ACCOUNT of the Amount of the Old Duty on BRITISH 
SPIRITS, paid into the Exchequer, in the year ending It 
October, 1795. 

| | £5 4 8 


England - 711,838 o « 
R. Warixe, Accomptant General. 
— 1 3 6 „5000 o 


An 


— 


. BAxTI Err, Accomptant General. — — 
G. J. CHOLMONDELE), 
Exciſe Office, H. REVELEY, 


27th October. 1796. J. OLMIUS, 
T. CASWALL, 
A. PHIPPS. . 


Yer. 2. DEBATES. 135 


An ACCOUNT of the Amount of the Old Duty on BRITISH 


SPIRITS (paid into the Exchequer) for three years, ending the 
toth of October 1794, diſtinguiſhing each year; alſo the 
Amount of the Old Duty on Britiſh Spirits (paid into the Ex- 
chequer) for the year ending the 1 oth of OQober, 1796. 


ENGLAND. £. 08 

1792 644,104 o o 

Years ending the 1 oth October 1793 603,402 o o 

1794 055,058 o 0 

Year ending the 10th October 1796 98,207 © © 

R. Wainixc, Accomptant General. 

SCOTLAND. 

1792 36,00 0 o©o 

Years ending the 1 oth October 1793 30,000 © 0 

1794 36,000 0 0 

Years ending the 1oth Obober 1796 18,000 © © 


P. BaxTLETT, Accomptant General. 


G. J. CHOLMONDELEY, 


Exciſe Office, H. REVELE V, 
London, 27th October, 1796. J. OLMIUS, 
TE T. CASWALL, 
A. PHIPPS. 


An ACCOUNT of the BOUNTIES paid from the Com- 
mencement of the Act of the thirty-ſixth of His Majeſty, 
cap. 21. on CORN imported into the ſeveral Ports of Great 
Britain to the 1 oth of October, 1796. 


C. 449,381 18 8 


THOMAS IRVING, 
Inſpector General of the Imports 
Inſpector General's Office, and Exports of Great Britain. 
Cuſtom Houſe, London, a 
27th October, 1796. 
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An ACCOUNT of the BOUNTIES paid to STAMEN in u 
/ ſeveral Ports of Great Britain, purſuant to the Act of the thim 
fifth of His Majeſty, cap. 9. from the commencement of i. 
Taid act to the 1oth of ORober 1795, and from the 1 oth i 
OQaber 1795 to the 10th of October 1796. 


Year ending the 1oth of October 1795 L. 116,935 2 00 f 
Vear ending the 1 oth of October 1796 51,491 9 05 


THOMAS IRVING, 
Inſpector General of the Impon 


Inſpector General's Office, and Exports of Great Britain. 7 
Cuſtom Houſe, London, | | 
27th October, 1796. 

Monday, 24th ORsber. the 
The SPEAKER acquainted the Houſe, that Norman NI Leo, 

Efq. who petitioned againſt the election for Melbourne Port, ant 

Peter Botham, Eſq. who petitioned againſt the clection for Guild wh 

ford, had not entered their recognizance upon ſaid petitions con. | 

formably to act of Parliament. fort 

The orders for hearing the faid petitions were diſcharged. 500 

Mr. STURT moved, that the following papers be laid befor cla, 
the Houfe : An account of the navy and victualling bills which the) 
have been regiſtered from the 31ſt of December 1795, to the 1| wh 
of October 1796 ; an account of all the bills iſſued for the traf 
port ſervice, from the 31ſt of December, to the 1ſt of October, *uy 

'1796; an account of the money received upon the lottery, fer # 

1796; an account of the money ifſucd upon the land and mal iſ" 
taxes for 1796 an account of the ſums -reccived upon the vote d 4 
credit for 1796 ; an account of the ſums advanced by the Bank « 1 
England for the public ſervice fince the 31ſt of December 1795 * 
and outſtanding on the iſt of October 1796. 2 
The papers were ordered to be made out. -_ 
In a Committee 6f the whole Houſe upon the act of laſt Seſſion AK 
of Parliament, for regulating the importation and exportation d 

corn, | 
Mr. RYDER ſaid, that although the abundance of the laſt har ine 
veſt had occaſioned a diminution of the price of bread, yet he did "4 
not think it would be prudent for the Houſe to relax its ſolicituce, * 
It was true the preſent ſtate of the corn- market was ſuch as gave X 


him reaſon to hope that the price of flour would effectually prevent 
2 | ; 


Ocr..25.] DEBATES. - - 137 


xportation; but theſe proſpects could not, he thought, juſtify the 
aſtant repeal of the proviſions which had been made by the laſt 
Parliament. He would therefore propoſe that a bill ſhould. be 
brought in which ſhould embrace three points: 1ſt, To prohibit 
he exportation of corn, flour, meal, and potatoes; 2d, To encou- 
age the importation of corn, flour, meal, and potatoes ; and 3d, 

o allow the importation of all ſorts of proviſions, - free of duty. 

he bill he ſhould propoſe might be altered or repealed any time in 
he courſe of the preſent Seſſion, in caſe a fall ſhould take place in 
he price of corn, before the next harveſt. 

The Houſe being reſumed, 

Mr. HOBART moved for leave to bring- in the bill. 


Leave was given. 
Tueſday, 25th October. 


The bill for the annual duty on malt paſſed the Committee of 
the whole Houſe,. and the Report was ordered to be received to- 
morrow. 

The land-tax bill was alſo committed to a Committee of the 
whole Houſe. ? 

Mr. ROSE ſtated, that this bill was the ſame as that of laſt and 
former years with one exception, and that was with regard. to. the 
conduct of the aſſeſſors. Upon that ſubje& he ſhould propoſe a 
clauſe, requiring that the affeſſors ſhould take a certain oath, that 
they would inquire into the real annual value of all lands, &c. of 


cod. 
and 
ulld. 
con. 


zefore 


rhich 


le 10 
an. yrejudice or malice, aſſeſs every perſon charged with the land- tax, 
HW in a fair, impartial and equal manner, according to ſuch value, 


Ke. He propoſed this on account of there having been many 


„ fr 
complaints, made of -partiality in the aſſeſſors. This was a mea- 


malt 


„ere not at all of a public concern any farther than regarded the 
+ due performance of duty in the aſſeſſors of the land-tax. An oath 
795 to this effect was adminiſtered to the aſſeſſors of all the other aſ- 


ſeſſed taxes. | 
This clauſe was brought up and made part of the bill, which 


eſſion 


" 1 recei Ve o 
on d ved to morrow 


In a Committee of thz whole Houſe on the bill for augment- 
ing the militia, &c. ; 

Mr, ROSE faid, that a clauſe he ſhould propoſe, and which 
the Committee would have to conſider, was, that when the 


militia of the kingdom might at any future period be enrolled, 
\ 0b. I. 


t har- 
e did 
itude. 
gave 


vent 


which they were aſſeſſors, and would without favour or affection, 


. 1 
8 


then paſſed the Committee, and the report was ordered to be 
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mekeepers, and all perſons having deputations as gamekeeper;, 
ould be required alſo to enroll themſelves in the militia, and 


that thoſe failing to do fo, ſhould be ſubjected to the payment 
of certain fines, and in ſome eaſes confinement in the houſe of 
correction. 

Mr. JOLLIFFE faid, he thought it extremely hard that al 
diſcriptions of perſons concerned in gamckeveping, ſhould be ſub. 
jected to the law propoſed by the honourable gentleman. He had 
thought that fome diſtinction ſhould have been made between 
perſons whoſe whole dependance was neceffarily confined to their 
ſituations of gamekeepers, and others who had been induced 9 
take out certificates as gamekeepers for the ſake of pleaſure : an! 
who, by the operation of the act, muſt, it ſhould ſeem, either be. 
_ militia men, or be involved in the penalties of th; 

; for, according to the bill, neither age, employment, nor cor- 
ae, were exempted from it. 

Mr. ROSE replied, that he wifked the Committee and the 
honaurable entleman to underſtand, that all deſcriptions out 
not be indlded in the bill. Ape, and other circumſtances, woult 
þe attended to, He knew there were a ea of fortune, 


1 


and ſome clergyman, who had been deputed t6 kill game; but 
theſe ſhould certainly be confidered differently from mere game. 


keepers. To do them juſtice, he thought the better way would 
de, to require that they ſhould" provide ſubſtitutes. In fie 
either this or their giving up their certificates, on or before t 
23d day of November next, would be infiſted on. He could 4 
not be ſuppoſed to mean that gentlemen would be compelled t - 
ſerve perſonally, but he, undoubtedly meatit that they ſhould pro- * 
vide ſubſtitutes, _ 5 
Mr, JOLLIEFE replicd, that notwithſtanding what had beet rauſe 
faid by the honorable gentleman, he was ſtill of opinion thi ah 
even thoſe who had taken deputations for their convenience, 3 q 
well as the aged and dependent gamekeepers, were included in the 1 
propoſed clauſe. Perſons whoſe bread depended ſolely on their 3 
ſituation as gamckeepers muſt forcgv that ſervitude and become fil. \ 
diers; at leaſt, they were to be ſubjected to the call of the Lon Low 
Lieutenant, at any time, and under any circuinſtances he might Wl 
think fit. Laws ſuch as theſe were peculiarly Hard, and il * 
adapted to the genius of a free people. The preſent, in fad, a 3 | 
vas a meaſure w ich, if it did not pretiſely correſpond with, wy * 


a like a French requiſition. 
Me: JOSE affured the honourable ua that Anime Neat, 


cen 
heit 
| l) 
ani 
be. 
the 


Oct. 28. ] DEBATES. | 139 


would be made; the Chancellor of the Exchequer had already i in- 
formed the Houſe that ſufficient time would be given after the 


bill was printed for gentlemen to diſcuſs its prineiple. If the 


honourable gentleman meant to perſevere in his oppoſition, he 
muſt di vide the Houſe. . 

Stratigers were ordered to quit the gallery, but on Mr. Jolliffe 
explaining, the Committee proceeded. 

Mr. HOBART read the ſeveral clauſes, which were agrced 
to, and the bill having gone through the Committee, the report 
was ordered to be brought up to-morrow morning. 


Wedneſday, 26th October. 


Colonel GASCOIGNE preſented a petition from the mayor, 
aldermen, and common council of Liverpool, ſetting forth the in- 
conveniences ariſing from the practice of ſeamen employed in ſhips 
trading to the Weſt Indies refuſing to return with their ſhips, and 
then exacting extraordinary and exorbitant wages for the run home, 
a circumſtance particularly experienced in time of war, and pray- 
ing that a bill ſhould be brought in this ſeſſion of Parliament to 
remedy the evil complained of, and to prevent the exaction of ex- 
orbitant wages. 

The petition was ordered to lic on the table. 

The report of the land-tax bill was brought up. 

Mr. ROSE ſaid, that having underſtood that the elauſe which 
had been added to the bill yeſterday, which related to the oath to 
be taken by the aſſeſſors, was exceptionable, as it might be conſi- 
dered as having the object of direQing the conduct of the aſſeſ- 
fors in the aſſeſſment of the tax, he ſhould move that the clauſe 
ſhould be entirely withdrawn. As the ſum granted was to be 
raiſed, it was not an object with Government to preſcribe the pro- 
portion in which it was to be levicd. The bill therefore would 
be entirely the ſame as that of the preceding year. 

The clauſe was withdrawn. 

The report of the bill for the increaſe of the militia was 
brought up. 

Mr. ROSE moved, that the bill ſhould be recommitted, and the 
Houſe reſol ved itſelf into the Committee. 

Mr. Roſe ſaid, he ſhould move a clauſe to be introduced into 
the bill to enable perſons having taken out gamekeepers' certifi- 
cates, who are policfled of property to the amount of 5 ol. a year 
by, themſelves or. wives, or who were hcirs apparent to 190). a 
year, ta employ ſubſtitutes. 
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The clauſe was agreed to, and the Houſe being reſumed, the 
report was brought up, and ordered to be taken comer into con. 
ſideration on . and to be printed. 


Thurſday, 27th Octeber. 


The land and malt. tax bills were read a third time, paſſed, and 
ordered to be carried to the Lords. 


Friday, 28th. October. . - 


* 


The order of the day being moved for a Committee of Supply, 
and the motion being made that the Speaker do now leave the 
chair, the Houſe accordingly reſolved itſelf into 0 ſaid Com- 
mittee, Mr. Hobart in the chair. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT. The propoſition I now wiſh to 
ſubmit to the Committee is calculated in its operation to remove 
out of the market a great variety of navy and exchequer bills, 
which in conſequence of having fallen to a conſiderable difconnt, 
tend in their preſent ſtate materially to injure the public eredit, to 
obſtruct the intercourſe of commerce, and impede the ſourees of 
the national proſperity. Such a meature muſt appear in itſelf f 
defirable, that I flatter myſelf that it will require but few -words 
from me to enforce its propricty, and that its beneficial tendenor 
will on the firſt view command the general atient and approbarion 
of the Houſe. It will be recollected that at the commencement 
of this war regulations were adopted that navy bills, which had 
before been ifſued for an indefinite period, ſhould become payable 
at the expiration of fifteen months, beating in the mean time an 
| Intereſt of 4 per cent. In conſequence of this new arrangement 
it is evident that there muſt now be a certain proportion ot the out- 
ſtanding navy bills, payable at different periods, at the end of each 
month, and that all of thoſe muſt be payable cither in 1797, 0 
early in the next year. Such being the cafe, the only - queſtion 
now is, Whether we ſhall leave this immenſe maſs of bills to en- 
cumber the market, to obſtruct the private intercourſe of com- 
merce, and to clog the wheels of general proſperity, or whether ve 
ſhall offer ſuch fair and equitable terms to the holders of thok 
bills as they may be induced to accept, and as at the ſame time 
will produce a great and important advantage to the public ? The 
extent of bills iſſued for the former year was ſubmitted to the 
Houſe in the budget of laſt year, as exiſting debt, and proviſion 
was then made for defraying the rate of intereſt. I alſo 2 
lated a ſum of four millions, in order to meet the * 
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he debt, which might be contracted during the enſuing year. The 
n. amount of the debt actually incurred has, however, very far ex- 


exceeded my ſuppoſed eſtimate. When I come to ſtate the ways 


and means for the year, it will be incumbent upon me to explain 

what mcaſures I mean to take, in order to defray this increaſe of 

nd debt. This, however, is an entirely different ſubject of diſcuſſion. 
It is now my buſineſs to ſtate what is the whole extent of the navy 

bills now outſtanding. If, as I propoſe, we ſhall adopt the mea- 

ſure to fund them down to the lateſt period, the whole number of 


ly, navy bills amount to a ſum very little leſs than 12 millions, of 
the which the carlieſt are due within a month, and the lateſt at a pe- 
m- riod of fifteen months. As they become due at periods diſpro- 
portionate, it is reaſonable to divide them into different claſſes, 

to and to offer different terms to the reſpective holders, calculated ac- 
ove cording to the time at which the bills are payable. In adopting 
io a meaſur2 for this purpoſe, we are to conſider that we are giving 
ant, to the ho!ders funds which are immediately diſpoſable for money 
, to according to the rate at which they ſtand in the market in lieu of 
5 of bills ſubject to a certain diſcount, and at the fame time bearing an 
ff intereſt of 4 per cent. In adjuſting therefore the amount of the 
ode bonus to be given, the point we have to conlider, is the difference 
ner between the value of thoſe bills thus burdened with a difcount, 
tion and drawing an intereſt, and the value of thoſe funds which we 


nent transfer to the reſpective holders. The next queſtiun is, What 
are the moſt proper funds to which to apply on this occaſion * On 
conſulting wit thoſe gentlemen likely to be the beſt informed on 
this ſubject, I have found they were of opinion that it would oe- 
caſion too heavy a preſſure on one particular fund, if ſuch a large 
maſs of bills were all to be founded in the uſual way in the 5 per 
cents. It was proper to preſent a ſuitable encouragement to the 
holders, and at the ſame time deſirable to avoid any meaſure which 
might afford an opportunity for artificial ſpeculation. It was 
therefore deemed the moſt adviſable to fund the bills in the dif- 
ferent ſocks, leaving the choice of the particular ſtock optional to 
the holders. In conſequence, according to the rate of the dif- 
ferent ſtocks, the ſmalleſt bonus will be given in the 3 per cents, 
a large bonus in the 4 per cents, and a itill greater in the 5 per 
cents. A meeting of reſpectable gentlemen, conſiderable holders 
of navy bills, was two days ſince held in the city. They there 
agreed to the propoſition of funding the bills upon certain terms, 
which I have now to propoſe to the Committee. [The Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer here enumerated the reſpective terms to 
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be allowed in + the different funds for the various claſſes « 


v bills*. He then continued], Without troubling the Committe 2 
farther with the details of terms, I will now ſhortly ſtate f 


referred to by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
NAVY AND EXCHEQUER BILLS. 


Navy and * bills, at the deſire of the Governor and Deputy Gy. 
vernor of the Bank. | 

Mr. Giles read a letter, which he had received from the Chancellor d 
the Exchequer, announcing his intention of funding all the Navy Bills tha 
are outſtanding on the 31ſt of this month, — all the Exchequer bill 
which have been iſſued in the courſe of 17906. He was not authoriſe! 
by Mr. Pitt to offer any ſpecific terms to the holders of theſe Bills, bu 
in conjunction with the Deputy Governor of the Bank, he had made on 
certain propoſitions, which, if they met the approbation of the meeting, 
he would this atteruoon preſent to the Chancellor of the Exchequer to; 
his concurrence, The terms which he had to propoſe were as follow ; 


FOR FUNDING TER NAVY BILLS, 


That they be divided into four claſſes : 


October & 
rſt Claſs comprehending the months of J November |þ 179; 
4 December | 


January 


2d Claſs comprehending the months of —— 13 1796 


April 


| May 
3d Claſs comprehending the months of 155 7 1796 
r 


| | Avgnſt 
4th Claſs comprehending the months of 4 September | 1796 
0 | October [ . 


The bills to bear intereſt till the 12th of December next, and to bt 
founced according to the price of Stocks yeſterday ; 
| ens # av the 3 per cents. at 58 
the 4 per cents, at 75 
the 5 per cents. at 88 
The holders of the bills to have their option of any of the three kind 
of ſtock, with the tollowinga batements on the preſent prices: 


of 2 per cent. in the 3 per cents. 
For the 1ſt Claſs J of 3 per cent, in the 4 per cents. 
of 4 per cent. in the 5 per cents. 


of 14 per cent. in the 3 per cents. 
For the 2d Claſs {or 2+ per cent. in the 4 per cents. 
of 3+ per cent. in the 5 per cents. 
h "of 1 per cent. in the 3 per cents. 
For the zd Claſs J of 2 per cent. in the 4 per enk. 70 
of 3 per cent. in the 5 per cents. 


| * The following is the account of the proceedings of the meeting which is hn Wi 


A meeting was held yeſterday at the London Tavern, of the holders d 


Oer. 28. DEBATES 143 


verage of the bonus upon all the claſſes of bills. It will 


amount to. * 
1+ in the 3 per cents. 
21 in the 4 per cents. 
311 in the 5 per cents. 
In addition to the outſtanding navy bills, there are alfo Ex- 
efiequer bills unfounded to the amount of two millions and a half. 


Theſe Exchequer bills do not become due till the 5th of July. 


But in my opinion it is adviſable to put them on the ſame footing 
2s the navy bills. I therefore propoſe to fund them at the rate 
of 14 per cent. intereſt, which, as nearly as poſſible, correſponds 
with the terms allowed for the different elaſſes of navy bills. 
Theſe meaſures, I am convinced, will have a very great tendency 
to relieve the public credit, to facilitate the operations of commerce, 
and to promote the general flouriſhing ſtate of the country. And 
at the ſame time I cheriſh the idea, that whenever in future it ſhall 
he neceffary to iſſue Exchequer bills for the public, we may be able 
to adopt regulations to iſſue them for ſuch a period, and at ſuch a 
rate of intereſt, as may prevent the poſſibility of their falling into 
ſuch diſcount as may be attended with material loſs to the public, 
and with injury to the national credit. I ſhall now conclude with 
moving my firſt reſolution : 


That proviſion be made for enabling His Majeſty to ſatisfy all 


the bills payable in courſe of the navy, victualling, and tranſport 
w offices, which were made out on or before the 25th day of Octo- 
„aber, 1796, amounting to the ſum of 11,993,1671. 19s. 9d.“ 


| of T per cent. in the 3 per cents. 
For the 1 Claſs | of 14 per cent. in the 4 per cents. 


of 24 per cent. in the 5 per cents. 


FOR FUNDING. THE EXCHEQUER BILLS, 


The bills to bear intereſt till the 12th of December, to be funded ac- 
cording to the preſent price of ſtocks (as ſtated above), and the hoiders of 
the bill to have their option of ſoc either in the 3 per cents. the 4 per 


cents, or the 5 per cents. with the following abatements on the preſent 
prices: 


13 per cent. in the 3 per cents, 
24 per cent. in the 4 per cents. 
34 per cent. in the 5; per cents. 
Thx interaſt on Al the bills are to be made up to the 12th of 
| ber next, and) the dividends to commence with the reſpective fun 


E 3 per cent. = from November lat, 
- from Michaclmas laſt, 
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out of the market; but not having money to pay them off, he 
wiſhes to pay them off by way of lean. The buſineſs of the| 


: the right way of judging the ſubject, the honourable, gentleman I 


the public. will y little more than 5 per cent. intereſt, 
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Mr. HUSSEY. The Chancellor of the Exchequer has ſtate 
to you, that his object is to remove the Navy and Exchequer bill 


Committee, therefore, is to inquire whether the loan propoſed be: 


the Committee can form an accurate opinion, it will be necellar 
to have before them an account of the diſcounts on the bills in the 
different months. I have been told that the diſcount on Nay 
bills has been at 15 per cent. certainly at 14. If I look at the 
terms offered, and find that the intereſt paid by the public for tho 
money amounts to this, namely, if the holders of bills take them 
in the 3 per cents. at 575, the public will then pay 61. 2s: per 
cent. intereſt, If in the 5 per cents. 61. 15s. per cent. The 
right honourable gentleman, I muſt ſuppoſe, is in poſſeſſion of the 
documents neceſſary to furniſh us with an account of the diſcounts, 
and without this account the. Committee cannot, in my opinion, 
eome to any fair deciſion upon the ſubject. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT. I am ſure I ſhall be happy to give 
the honourable gentleman, who ſpoke laſt, any ſatisfaction in my 
power. My view of the ſubject is certainly different from his, 
In the firſt place, as to the rate of diſcount, ſuppoling that to be 


ſtating it as if all the bills were at the higheſt rate of diſcount, 
whereas in fact that diſcount is only applicable to the bills ifJued 
at the lateſt period ; but this does not ſeem to me to be the proper 
away of viewing the plan. Woe may all lament that bills hare 
been ifſued for ſo long a date, and have been at fo large a dil- 
count; and this is the reaſon why I propoſe, that in future, bills 
ſhall be iſſued only for ſhort periods, in order to avoid a loſs by 


its nature muſt be optional, and if I did not propoſe terms more 
advantageous to the holder than he would obtain if he waited 13 
months, I could hardly expect to get any ſubſcription. Th 
honourable gentleman has tated to you that if the holders fund 
the bills in the 3 per cents. the public will pay above 6 per 
cent. intereſt. This ſtatement is correct; for taking the 3 per 
cents. at 564 the 4 per cents. at 73, and che 5 per cents. at 88, 


L 


right loan or not. For my own part, I readily confeſs that I in 
not in poſſeſſion of ſuthcient information upon the ſubject. Before i 


diſcount. Suppoſe you do not fund them at all, the holders cf 
them will have a right to demand payment, at fartheſt, at the end 
of 15 months, with intereſt at 4 per cent. The tranſaQion in 
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Mr. HUSSEY. I certainly did ftate the higheſt rate of dif. 


pills 
he count, but I wiſhed for the average rate. What I complain 
the of, is, that ſo high a diſcount has been incurred : and that the 


right honourable gentleman ought to have provided againſt it. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT. It is true that I was diſappointed in 


fon my attempt to prevent ſuch a diſcount ; but though the meaſures 
lar I adopted were not effectual, yet in the judgement of well. ii ſor ned 
men, they were the moſt likely to be effectual. In former wirs, 


Navy bills were iſſued for an indefinite period. In the laſt war, 
this was the caſe ; they were out-ſtanding often above two years, 

In the preſent war, the period of payment was fixed at 15 
months : this meaſure was deemed the moſt likely to maintain 
them at par, and at par in fact they were maintained for a conſi- 
derable time. It is true that from various cauſes, ſome of them 
connected with the general proſperity ; from the ſcarcity of money, 
that rendered the preſſure upon the market heavier ; from the ex- 
tent of the ſervice being fo great, and from the prices of articles 
being ſo much higher than was foreſcen, the naval expenditure 
has been larger than it was ſuppoſed it would be. Had that ex- 


* penditure been foreſeen, I ſhould have tried to have prevented thoſe 
We evils which have occurred. 
N * Mr. FOX. The propoſition which has been ſubmitted to the 
1 Committee, appears to me to require a good deal of explanation 
ad which we have not yet heard. With regard to the queſtion of the 
fued debt, or whatever the right honourable gentleman may be pleaſed 
rope to term it, he admits that the neceſſity for contracting it is to be 
have BY deplored. But regret is ſurely not the only ſentiment which the 
a Houſe and country muſt feel on the preſent occaſion. It is im- 
bill poſſible for Members of Parliament who entertain a proper ſenſe 
os by of the importance of the truſt committed to them by their conſti- 
rs of i vents, not to make ſome obſervations on that ſtate of the country, 
oo which has ſo exceedingly deceived the right honourable genileman, 
n and which has ſuggeſted the neceſſity of the ſtrange and unprece- 
more dented meaſures which are propoſed to be adopted. In the firſt 
d 15 budget of laſt ſeſſion, we heard of a million and half of Navy - 
The bills, in the next we heard of four millions, and now we are told 
fund of ſums exceeding ten millions; and at what time did this uncer- 
6 per tainty obtain ; not at the beginning of a war, when the ſcale of 
; | pe operations might be unſettled, and the eſtimates of expence undc= 
it 88, fined - but at a time when many articles of proviſions were at ſo 


high a price as to raiſe an alarm in the country reſpecting its deareſt 
intereſts, and when they were even higher than they have bech at 


| * N periods. Yet the right honourable gentleman is content 
OL. 3 | 


140 PARLIAMENTARY [Co uo, 


with deploring the neceſſity which has given riſe to the extravagan 
meaſure which he now propoſes to adopt, and with calling upa 
the Committee not to look to that line of conduct by which th 
country has been reduced to its preſent ſituation, but to confine it 
views to the mode of extricating it from the difficulties under wic 
it unfortunately labours. But it is impoſſible for any man in th: 
Houſe not to make ſome obſcrvations upon the general ſtate of the 
finances of the country, at this mament, 1 I contend i 

wholly unexampled and unparalleled. With reſpect to the ſubjca 
more immediately under the conſideration of the Committee, I mu 
ſay a few words: and it is right to know in the firſt place, wh 
intereſt thoſe who received Government bills in the month of Sg. 
tember, at 14 per cent. diſcount, will have for their money? 
mean in reſpe& to that claſs of bills which it is meant to fund in 
the 5 per cents. At one time 1 believe the bills were at 15 pe 
cent. diſcount ; but I ſhall compute from 14 as the medium, 
About fixty days ago, for 1001. they advanced $61. In the fir 
inſtance then they gained the whole unn, which was 14 pet 
cent. In the next place, they reccive 52 per cent. ; for I under- 
ſtand it is propoſed to allow them 2+ per cent. nan the preſent 
market price, which is 88, beſides the 4 per cent. intereſt which 
they had during the fixty days. With the diſcount and the in- 
tereſt therefore they actually have at the rate of 103]. per cent. 
per annum | Mr. Fox afterwards corrected the inaccuracy of this 
expreſſion | for their monev. This to be ſure is one claſs, and the 
calculation is only, applicable to a certain part of the bills : but th: 
intereſt upon the reſt is in an extravagant proportion, I aſk then, 
after all that we have heard of thoſe exhauſting and ruinous ſyſtems 
of finance which have becn adopted by other ſtates, whether the 
Government of this country is at laſt reduced to the neceſſity, either 
from the general ſtate of public credit, from accidental and unfore- 
ſeen'circumſtances, or from the improvidence or extravagance d 
thoſe who preſide in the department of finance, to pay 103]. pe 
cent. per annum for the money which they borrow for the public 
ſervice. 1 aſk, if this be admitted, which cannot be denied, at 
leaſt with reſpect to one claſs of bills, whether when the public are 
obliged to borrow money at the rate of 1031. per cent. per annum, 
it is not incumbent upon the Houſe of Commons, as guardians d 
the public money, to enter into ſome inquiry into the ſtate of the 
finances of the country? I allow that we have no right to dictat 
to the holders of theſe bills, the terms upon which they are to be 
funded; nor do I object to the meaſure of funding them; but 
cannot give into the maxim in finance more than in politics, of ap 
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plying a remedy to an exiſting evil without taking precaution for 
preventing its return. While we attempt to extricate ourſelves 
from our preſent embarraſſments, it is our duty to take carc that in 
future we do not fall into a ſituation of equal difficulty. But let 
us come a little nearer to the point ; admitting, what cannot be 
queſtioned, that the holders of Navy bills have a right to be paid at 
ſtated periods, it certainly does not follow that when they are paid 


q i; at a period conſiderably carlier than that at which the bills become 
Jed que, that the terms offered to them now ſhould be as good, and far 
mu leſs that they ſhould be better, than they would be entitled to were 
What they to retain the bills in their poſſeſſion till the date of their pay- 
Sf. ment arrived. If a perſon is in poffeſſion of the ſum of 1 001. he 
41 can veſt it in the funds, he may ſtake it in trade,, or he may em- 
dn ploy it in a number of ways in which it may make very productive 
per returns. But the holders of Navy or Exchequar bills muſt keep 
tum, the bills in their poſſeſſion till the terms of payment with the 
fir profit only of 4 per cent. which was originally allow them. To 
fer fiate the funding of theſe bills then, as contracting a new loan for 
der- we publie, is an unfair repreſentation of the tranſaction; and, when 
clent WW the ſubject is fairly conſidered, there is ſomething on the face of 
which the preſent propoſition extremely ſingular : you are only bound by 
in. your obligation to pay 4 per cent. for your money, and you convert 
cent, it into a debt for which you have to pay between five and fix per 
this WW cent. Thoſe, for inſtance, who may chooſe ſtock in the 5 per 
d the cents. have had the good fortune to lend you money for which they 
it the receive 10 zl. per cent.; and to theſe fortunate individuals who 
then, ere only entitled to 4 per cent. intereſt, you make the public, 
fiews WW who have the misfortune to be their debtor, gave 11. 18s. additional 
r the WW intereſt, I know not, for I have not calculated, what it will coſt 
either the public, but it muſt be an enormous expence, at a period when 
fore we ſhall ſoon be called upon in ſome ſhape or other to make very 
ce 6 handſome efforts. In ſhort, after borrowing money, either from 
per misfortune or indifcretion, on the moſt diſadvantageous terms, you 
public add near 2 per cent. to the already exorbitant profits of the pub- 
ed, at lic creditor, and thus ſubject the public to arother ſevere loſe, in 
lie ate I addition to thoſe which it has before ſuſtained. I certainly am 
mum, not bound to negative the propoſition, or to ſhew that ſuch meaſures 
ns df ought not to be adopted; but I conſider myſelf as fairly entitled to 
of the demand ſome explanation of terms, which at firſt ſight muſt ſtrike 
JiCtate every man as highly prejudicial to the public. As to the cauſe of 
to be the preſent embarrafſed ſtate of the public finances, the right hon- 
but I ourable centleman aſeribes it to the increaſed proſperity of the 
pf ap- country, It certainly appears to me a very paradoxical propoſition 
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(perhaps it may not appear ſo ſtrange to others who, from their 
ſituation, have had better opportunities of ſtudying the ſubje4), 
that when. a country is moſt flouriſhing, there ſhould be the greateii {Ml 
ſcarcity of circulating medium. I cannot refrain from at leaſt Wi 
ſtarting a doubt which occurs to me upon the ſubject: if the pre. 
ſent embarraſſment ariſes merely from te want of a circulating Wl 
medium, and Mot from any deficiency of capital, then the nominal 
value of every thing would be cheap ; whereas we find that the 
nominal value of every thing is dear ; ſo that we have this paradox 
to ſolve, that things are deareſt when there is ſaid to be the greateſ 
abundance of every thing in the market. 
I muſt now advert to the point how far the public are bound 
by the agreements which the right honourable gentleman may con- 
. clude. I know that in Jaw they are not binding, nor is it honour 
which conſtitutes the obligation, but prudence may determine us to 
ſanction them. How then does the preſent caſe ſtand? The 
holders of the bills have an option whether they ſhall accede to the 
terms which may have been propoſed. - After the Houſe of Com- 
mons has agreed to carry into effect the tranſaction, the option of 
the holders ſtill remains open. I ſhould defire to know then at 
what time the public is conſidered to be bound, which is underſtood 
to take place when the report of this Committee is agreed to; 
D“ Monday” was mentioned from the Treaſury Bench ].— Upon 
Monday, then, the Houſe of Commons agrees to make a bargain 
for fourteen or fifteen millions, and becomes bound to individuals 
to this extent. What time, I ſhould wiſh to know, are the hol- 
ders to be allowed to ſignify their conſent? I have underſtood 
that they are to intimate their determination by the Sth of Novem- 
ber. In what ſituation will the Houſe of Commons then be placed! 
They will be pledged to fulfil a bargain, the advantage or the diſ- 
advantage of which will depend upon the ſtate of the ſtocks. En- 
© gagements of ſuch a nature are always dangerous for the public, 
The public accedes to the terms upon the iſt of November, the 
holders of bills are free till the 8th. The public in this interval 
can derive no advantage from any alteration which the value cf 
ſtocks may experience, while the holders have an opportunity to 
take advantage of any occurrence that may happen, and to regulate 
their conduct accordingly. This, I confeſs, is an inconvenience 
which, in ſome meaſure, is unavoidable in tranſactions of this na- 
ture. In peace, however, the inconvenience is ſlightly felt, becauſe 
events which can make a decided impreſſion upon the funds are 
not very likely to occur. In time of war the events which ariſe 
are more apt to produce ſudden alterations. Such a period even 
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f war, however, may be choſen as to remove the probability of 
ach a change. But what is the character of the preſent period ? 
not this moment the moſt expoſed to viciſſitude which has taken 


caſt place in the hiſtory of the war? Are not the fluctuations of ſtock 
pre- ore frequent, and the probabilities of change greater than at any 
ting Wformer time? What have been the events of the laſt week? 


ina lare not they been of a nature clearly to evince the variation, 
the Which a period ſo big with events, and ſo important in its aſpect, 
dox may produce? Into this bargain then do you enter, under the 


probability of great events, and the conſequerit change which the 
ſtoeks may experience. To all the conſequences of ſuch alterations 
the public are pledged ; while the holders of the bills are left free to 
vail themſelves of events which may ariſe, and to determine them- 
ſelves by the advantages they can obtain. At a time when im- 
portant events are in expectation ; at a period when fluQuation in 
the funds is more likely to occur than at any æra, has the right 
honourable gentleman choſen to exyoſe the public to an inconve- 
nience which, more or leſs, exiſts at every time, but which in ſuch 
a ſituation is more particularly liable to be experienced. Seeing 
then all the diſadvantages of the terms on which the right honour- 
able gentleman propoſes to conclude this tranſaction, I feel that it 
is a duty incumbent upon us to inquire into all the circumſtances 


pon which are connected with it, and to demand a particular explana- 
gain don of the neceſſity of adopting an expedient which is to be carried 
uals into effect at ſuch an expence and ſacrifice to the public. The right 


lonourable gentleman hinted at the deſiꝑn of embracing ſome mea- 
ſures to prevent Navy bills from being ſubje& to ſudh diſcounts, as 
we have witneſſed upon this and other occaſions. I am extremely 
happy to hear that ſuch a plan is in agitation. But the right ho- 
nourable gentleman has already tried the effect of meaſures directed 
to this object. He already has limited the period for which Navy 
bills ſhould be iſſued to 15 months. What, however, has been the 
conſequence? At no period of the American war, when Navy 
bills were frequently unpaid for more than two years, when the ge- 
neral funds of the country were ſtill more depreſſed than during 
the preſent war, when the intereſt upon the Navy bills that were 
Mued did not commence till ſix months after their date, and when 
there was no fixed time for their payment, ſuch a diſcount was 
never experienced. This point leads me to other conſiderations of 
a very important nature, aud which ſhew that the ſituation of the 
country requires the moſt ſerious attention. What were the pecu- 
lar circumſtances under which this depreſſion of Government ſe- 
curities had taken place? It is when great cxertions have been 
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made to ſave the public credit; it is when, under an act of Par. 
liament, an annual ſum of one million is appropriated to the liqui | 
dation of the national debt, that we have ſeen this extraordinary cir.| 
cumſtance happen. The right honourable gentleman laſt year tock 
an unuſual ſtep to remove this evil. He came forward with a fe. 
cond loan in the month of May, which was intended to remove the 
floating ſecurities from the market, and to produce a higher ſtate of 
credit. Either the remedy of the right honourable gentteman did 
not operate to bring about the end propoſed, or, what I confder to 
be in reality the true ſtate of the caſe, the difficulties were too power. 
fal to be ſubdued by the remedy. Now again you feel the ſame 
inconveniences recur. But in truth you cannot apply the remedies 
ſs faſt as the difficulties thicken. Every day adds to the embar— 
raſſments; every day plunges you deeper and deeper in perplexity, 
which you in vain attempt by theſe meaſures to remove. It is for 
this reaſon that I require ſome conviction before I can agree to the 
preſent theory, or conſent to reduce it into practice at ſuch an ex- 
pence, I muſt have ſome certainty, nut indeed phyſical certainty, 
but a moral certainty of fome good to be obtained before I can 
confent to vote away the money of my conſtituents, and to pay 6 
per cent. inſtead of 4. Before I agree to a meaſure ſo extraordi- 
nary: and fo expenſive, I muſt have ſome more aſſurance than I yet 
have had of the efficacy of theſe expedients—ſome ſtronger proc 
than I can derive from the experience of the plans of thoſe who 
manage the finances of this country before I can agree to allow an 
addition of '11. 18s. per cent. to be paid upon the ſceurities of Go 
vernment. I wiſh the Committee to conſider what is the amount 
of this extraordinary allowance. Taking it as applying to the 
whole ſum to be funded, it is 240,000]. This calculation, per- 
haps, dees not apply to the whole of the ſum, but certair.ly to a very 
conſiderable part of it. Laſt year the right honourable gentleman 
did not foreſee this extraordinary ifſue of Navy bills: a great pro- 
portion of them, therefore, have more than halt a year to run; even 
upon this ſuppoſition, the amount of the loſs to the public from 
this additional rate of intereſt is 1 20, 00l. Some gentlemen 
may, indeed, be diſpoſed to calculate that when ſo much was given 
by the country, fo trifling an article may eaſily be overlooked. This, 
however, is not the manner in which we ought to reaſon. We 
ought to conſider every thing as of importance which adds, however 
minutcly, to the public expence and to the public burdens. We 
ought not to calculate this as a trifling matter when ſo many mil 
lions are voted away, but reflect what muſt be the conſequence, 
when by giving ſo much, ſo little is left to ſquander. Of the pre- 


p 


ar. ent meaſure I cannot approve before I know the other part of the f 
1vi. cecheme of finance which the right honourable gentleman is to em- 1 
cir. ploy, and the future ſyſtem which he propoſes to introduce. We ; \ 
ook muſt know every thing connected with the meaſure, and receive A 
te. every explanation which tends to demonſtrate its neceſſity, before 7 : 
the we can be juſtified in giving our aiſent to an expedient which holds 11 
e of out terms fo diſadvantageous to the public, and impoſes an addi- 

did tional 2 per cent. upon ſo conſiderable a ſum. | 

» Mr. Chancellor PITT. I riſe in order to give a ſhort expla- 

rer ation on ſome of the points juſt now ſtated by the right honourable 

ime gentleman. But I muſt previouſly remark, that he ſeems to confi- 

72 der the real and fundamental queſtions to be— 1ſt, The general 


var. propriety of funding outſtanding bills; and, 2dly, Whether or not 
ity, dis be the right moment to adopt ſuch a meaſure? Yet it is ſome- 
what extraordinary, that the reſt of his ſpeech was taken up in paint- 
the ing in the ſtrongeſt terms, and with the utmoſt ingenuity, the evil 
„ot ſo immenſe a maſs of floating unfunded debt. While he de- 
mr, eres the evil in ſo, ſtriking a point of view, he at the ſame time 
{ would ſuffer it to continue in all its enormity, and objects to the 
iv 6 remedy, merely becauſe he is uncertain of its iſſue, While he fo 
loudly inveighs againſt the great maſs of outſtanding debt, he not 
vet only objects to the particular remedy now propoſed ; he not only 
of; avoids to ſuggeſt any meaſure by which the inconvenience might be 
who removed, but he argues as if the attempt to remove it would be at- 
„an ended with detriment to the publie; and, as if it muſt neceſſarily 
Go. be ſuffered to continue unprovided for, under all the embarraſſments 
nt o experienced from its operation. But it is evident, that, while 
the o much floating unfunded debt remains in the market ſubject to a 
per- conſiderable diſcount, it muſt not only be productive of material diſ- 
advantage to commerce, but attended with a heavy loſs to the pub- 
man lie. And, if the exigence of the ſervice compel Government to 
pw. iſſue more Exchequer bills, under the depreciated ſtate of thoſe 
oven already in the market, the loſs may be infinitely greater than the 
from amount of the bonus allowed in order to take the bills out of cir- 
men eulation. The queſtion then is not to be conſidered on narrow and 
iven Nentracted grounds, but on a wide and comprehenſive ſcale. The 
This, effect of this immenſe maſs of floating unfunded debt is to be ex- 
We ⸗amined as it acts upon public credit, and on commercial ſpeculation, 
ever Nen the actual reſources, and the future proſpects of the country. 
We The right honourable gentleman has talked largely of the advantage 
mil. chat will accrue to individuals from the propoſed meaſure. Grant- 
ence, ns his ſtatement to be juſt, it would ſurely be a ſtrange policy, be- 
pre- cauſe even an unreaſonable advantage might accrue to individuals, 
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ſyſtem. Thequeſtion is, Whether you will continue the evil with 
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not to take a great and eſſential benefit to the public. The riph 
honourable gentleman ſays that we are not bound to pay 1 ol. no 
that we are only legally bound to pay at the rate of 4 per cent. ee 
tereſt. After all, what is the mighty difference? we are not bourl 
indeed to pay 1001. to day, but we are bound to pay 1021. or 104 
within the period of ſeven months, This reaſoning is in no poi 
applicable to the principal conſideration of providing a remedy 
an evil which is-at preſent attended with ſo much embarraſimen 
and inconvenience. The queſtion properly to be confidered e 
What is the proportion which the value now given for theſe bill 
holds to the rate of intereſt accumulating during a period of ſever 
months? It will be found to be no more than paying a preſent 
value to the holder of the bills proportioned to his certain and veſtei e 
Tight at the end of that ꝓeriod. The right honourable gentlemar 
ſtates, that you are paying a bonus of 2 per cent. above the rate en 
the legal ingereſt. He has dwelt upon this ſum as if that was to 
be conſidered as a perpetual intereſt, which is only to be paid in the 
proportion of ſhort ſucceſſive periods, according to the differen 
claſſes of the bills. The bonus even in the higheſt elle is only 
11. 18s. The right honourable gentleman choſe to take the ex- 
treme caſe ; and after all, this is the extent of that bonus of which 
he has ſo loudly complained, and fo -greatly magnified. But he 
ſtates the preſent to be a bad time for adopting ſuch a meaſure ; he 
conſiders it as a weighty objection that you are bound by the term: 
which you offer to the holders of thoſe bills, while they are free 
either to accept or reject them. If this is an inconvenience, it is 
one which muſt always be experienced when recourſe is had to 
the meaſure of funding, and which can only be obviated by a deter 
mination never to fund any part of the public debt. It is an in. 
convenience which is unavoidably connected with the nature of the 


all its preſent inconveniencics for alonger period of fifteen months, 
rather than make one effort to remove at once the cauſe of all the 
embarraſſment, and reſtore the ſources of national proſperity to 
their natural channel? The right honourable gentleman object 
alſo to the preſent moment on account of the particular ſtate d 
public affairs, and the fluctuation likely to ariſe from that ſituation, 
If we ſelected a week for the purpoſe of offering terms for the hol 
ders, the probable events of which might be expected to occcafion 1 
greater than ordinary degree of fluctuation, that circumſtance would 
unqueſtionably be a fair ground of objection. Certainly a period 
of war is particularly calculated to call forth a ſpirit of ſpeculation 
and the exiſtence of a negotiation. may be ſtated to give double fore 
2 


„oc. 28.) DEBATES. 152 


> this propenſity. But does the right honourable gentleman carry 
his objections to the particular period ſo far as to ſuppoſe that you 
are not to take meaſures during the continuance of a war to remedy 
a great ſource of public inconvenience ? I, on the contrary, feel that, 
poſſeſſing abundant and powerful reſources to carry on the war, it 
decomes you to exert your energy to remove an evil which may crip- 
ple your reſources and enfeeble your efforts. I am convinced that, 
wen hen that evil is removed, you will find no deficiency of abundant 
Arcane of exertion, and that the proſperity of your ſituation will be 
dhe boch as to inſpire you with additional grounds of confidence. It 
mm £ therefore that J conſider this as a meaſure highly fitting to be 
e dopted during a period of war. Nor do I conſider it as a mea- 
my ure leſs eligible in another view of our ſituation in the proſpe& of 
peace. It cannot ſurely be expected that at the very commence- 
ment of a negotiation of ſo momentous a nature, and ſo extenſive 
n its relations, any occurrence ſhould take place within the ſhort 
period of a week decifive of its iſſue. He muſt, indeed, reaſon at 
an extraordinary and unaccountable rate who calculates on ſuch an 
only event: However ſangume in my own wiſhes for the auſpicious 
e ex. ecturn of tranquillity, I cannot admit that the diſcuſſions of the great 
chic and important intereſts of Great Britain and her allies, and of thoſe 
ut bel veighty and complicated points which they neceffarily involve, are 
; been be fo ſpeedily decided or brought within fo ſhort a compaſs 
term to hee aay influence on the preſent meaſure. There is, indeed, 
e free one obe, one which I reluctantly notice, and which I ſincerely 
„it rut , in the preſent inſtance, be averted, which might render 
ad uche eſult of negotiation matter of ſuch ſpeedy iſſue, namely, that 
Jeter. ¶ ſome occurrences ſhould take place, or ſome propoſition be ſtarted in 
n in. is err outer, of ſuch a nature as at once to put a negatiye on all 
of the our hopes of peace, and to preclude for the preſent farther proceed- 
| with P45. But if we ſhall be ultimately ſacceſsful in the grand object 
nth et all our u iſhes, it is not the ſpace of a ſingle week which can give 
uche definitive turn to the complex ion of negotiation, far leſs decide 
ity to he important iſſue. But if from the magnitude and importance 
pech et the queſtions to be diſcuſſed, it thould be neceſſary to adopt a 
ate lan of negotiation more extenſive, and likely to be protracted for 
ation WF coniderable period, is it reaſonable that during all the time we 
e hol- Phould ſubinit to the preſſure of an evil which, ſo long as it exiſts, 
fion ust continue to weigh down our proſperity, and which we poſſeſs 
would eie means OY to remove, if we have only the energy to 

period Mert them 
lation Are we in the mean time to exhibit to the enemy that picture 
foree 4 diſtreſs and embarraſſment which is the conſequence .of this 
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evil, and which, though originating in a temporary cauſe, fo deeply 
affects our reſources by its operation, while it depends only cn 
ourſelves to apply the remedy? The very cireumſtance of necoci. | 
ation is an additional reaſon why we ſhould free ourſelves of every 
ſource of embarraſſment that may fetter our own operations, or en- 
courage thoſe with whom we treat to riſe in their demands. In tl 
point of view, 1 conſider this meaſure as an equally defirable prc/i. 
minary, whatever may be the future ſituation of the country: — 
if we are compelled to projecute” the war, it will add vigour and 
confidence to our reſources ;. and, on the other hand, it will enable 
us to enjoy the full extent of the bleilings of peace, if we hal 
ſucceed in effecting the reſtoration of peace on the only terms on 
which I can poſſibly deß re it to be reltored—terms in every reh 
peR fair and equitable, and adequate to the juſt pretonſions of the 
country. I am very confident, that, when the preſent meafure 
ſhall be adopted, all the beneficial conſequences which I have THY 
attempted to deſcrive will be experienced in their utmoſt cxtent, 
The right honourable gentleman aſks me to explain what he terms 
a paradox, as applied to the fituation of this country, namely, that 


a high degree of proſperity may be a cauſe of temporary embarrafl. 


ment. I conſider the propoſition as ſo obvious and fimple, that! 
ſhall employ only a few words to account for the opinion I hold on 
the ſubject. My criterions of the general proſperity of the country, 
notwithſtanding the preſſure of temporary embarrafimcat, are, firſt, 
that while the funds were ſenſibly affected from the ſcarcity of mo- 
ney, the revenue ſtill continued high; and during a period oſ war, 
approached very nearly to what it had been in the moſt flouriſhing 
#ra of peace. Sccondly, the credit of Britiſh merchants remained 
on the moſt reſpeRable footing, notwithſtanding the difficulties d 
the time ; and this reputation was ſupported not by confining them- 
ſelves to a contracted ſcale of trade, but by launching into the moft 
extenfive operations of commerce, and even by cnlarging the ſphere 
of their former induſtry, and opening new ſources of wealth to the 
country. Theſe arc uncquivocal ſymptoms of the actual wealth 
and proſperity of the country. But it is evident that in proportion 
to the extenſion of trade, and the increaſe of capital, the expend- 
ture becomes the greater. In proportion to the magnitude of the 
machine muſt be the means required to put it in motion. Belides, 
it is to be recollected, that the ſums which were neceſſary to car!) 
on the war abroad tended to diminiſh the amount of the circulat 
ing medium at home. I truſt I have now explained the ſuppoſed 
paradox, that ſome degree of temporary embarraſſment may be 
connected with a high ſtate of general proſperity ; that I have cen 
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proved that in proportion to the rapid augmentation of commerce, 
the preſſure which is experienced for the moment may be more ſe- 
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vere. By adopting the preſent meaſure, I am however convinced 


that we ſhall in a great degree remove the cauſe of the evil, and 
give new life and vigour to our reſourees. It is a meaſure which 
believe to be wiſe and ꝓroper, either in the proſpect of peace, or 
in the certaintv of determined war; but which above all I believe 
to be wile and expelſient, in the prceiſe ſtate in which we now 
ſtand, while we are going on with a war, and while a negociation 
is juſt begun. And in this view I can only regard the objections 
which the right honourable gentleman has urged with re{pc& to 
the time, as arguments in favour of the meaſure. The effect of 
removing thoſe bills altogether out of the- market, will infallibly be 
to take away from individuals the temptation which the rate of diſ- 
count at which they ſtood preſented; to purchafers, fo greatly to the 
detriment of the public ; to induce them to lay out their money in 
the funds, or to employ it for the purpoſes of commerce, which 


may aſſord them the proſpect of fill greater profit. The conſe- 


quence muſt be to inereaſe the quantity of circulating medium, to 
advance the ſtate of public credit, and to facilitate the operations 
f commerce. And with ſuch great and important objects in 
view, it will ſurely i become us to heſitate in adopting the mea- 
ſure, or to facrifiee the decided intereſts of the nation, in order to 
revent a gain to individuals. kt | 

Mr. FOX. One part of my obſervation upon this ſubjeR 
was for illuſtration merely; Mut the right honourable gentleman has 
taken notice of it, and reſted an argument upon as if I had treated 
tne additional 2 per cent. as a permanent burden upon the public. 
| ſtated that part of the caſe diſtinctly otherwiſe. The right ho- 
nourable gentleman atks me, Would I never fund Navy and Ex- 
caequer Bills? There is but one way of anſwering 4 queſtion thus 
broadly put. This particular cafe is like every other extraordinary 
one—to be governed by its own circumſtances. My opinion is, 
that if it be neceffary to iſſue Navy Bills to any very conſiderable 
amount, and Parliament ſhould adopt a ſhorter ' period for the ray- 
ment of them than has hicherto been done ; it will be more conve- 
nent to pay them when they become due than it has hitherto been, 
becauſe they will not be liable to the fame flactuation, nor depend 
ſo much on the ſtate of the funds as they have hitherto done. But 
it is one thing to ſtate generally —you ſhould never fund your Navy 
Bills; and another to fund them under circumſtances highly diſ- 
advantageous to the public. Such it appears to me to be the caſe 
47 tn» preſent time, ſhould the meaſure be adopted which is now 
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propoſed. This is a diſtinction to which the right honourable 


gentleman did not advert. He took notice, however, of another 
part of what I ſubmitted to the Committee. He ſays I reſted on 
the 5 per cents. in order to ſtrike the Houſe as the moſt exceſſive 
part of the plan which is now before us; whereas i is probable 
the holders of bills will inveſt in the other funds, the 4 and 3 per 
cents. Very likely; but then I fay if they do J ſhall take it for 
granted they adopt that fund that appears to them to be the mot 
to their advantage ; and therefore there was nothing unfair in my 
. taking the 5 per cents. as a mere illuftration, the more eſpecially 
as the holders of the bills are to chuſe the fund in which they wil 
have their property inveſted. The right honourable gentleman 
ſays he is ſorry for the enormous profits which ſome individual; 
have made by thoſe bills. I am neither ſorry nor ghd for what 
has attended ſpeculation ; as far as the intereſt of individuals is 
concerned, I am not ſorry that individuals have had large profits 
upon their commercial dealings ; but I am forry that the public 
are obliged to ſuſtain enormous loſſes. Ihe right honourable gen- 
tleman then brings forward a great dcal on the peculiar propriety of 
the meaſure before us, on account of the negociation which is non 
going forward, or rather opened. I waited for every word with 
anxiety—what did I hear? That at ſuch a period you ſhou| 
diſplay your reſources to the enemy.” This is not the firſt time 
I have heard this made uſe of as an argument in favour of the 
meaſure which the Miniſter propoſed to this Houſe ; did he not 
make uſe of the ſame expreſſion when the laſt loan was diſcuſſed in 
this Houſe ? A loan which was attended with circumſtances much 
too -ſtrong and ſingular in their nature to be forgotten. Did he 
not ſay at that moment, that the loan was neceſſary, in order to 
ſhew the enemy the ſtrength of our reſources? I did not give much 
credit then to aſſertions of that nature. But what credit can I give 
to them now? The right honourable gentleman ſaid, upon tbe 
diſcuſſion of that loan, that the enemy were deceived with reſped 
to the difficulty we had in raiſing money to carry on the war; that 
it was material to us that we ſhould negociate that loan, and at 
that time, although. the terms were diſadvantageous to the public, 
becauſe it was material the French ſhould know the flouriſhing 


ſtate of our finances; and therefore it was that he negociated that [ 
loan. Why not do ſo now? Has the neceſſity of making the enc- m 
my acquainted with the flouriſhing ſtate of our finances ceaſed! rl 
Are we now ſo much more convinced of the proſperous condition Wi ** 
of our affairs than we were at that moment? Are the French ſo W 
a 


much more convinced ? Is Europe ſo much more convinced of tit 
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able G proſperity of our condition—of our ability to borrow thirty or 


cher ry millions more, without inconvenience, that it is now unne- 14 
| or Weary to boaſt of it? Is that the reaſon why a loan is not brought nl 
re rward at this moment? Is that the reaſon why the Miniſter does {4H 
able lot come forward at the hour of negociation, to ſhew to the ene- ; 
per my the proſperous condition of our fixagecs? I ſhould have thought, 1 
fer that if the Miniſter was fincere in his propoſition laſt year, that he "of 
mot Vvanted the loan at that time, and on the terms he concluded it, 1 
m only for the purpoſe of ſhewing the extent of our reſources, he g 
;ally would have purſued the ſame plan now ; for certaialy there never i 
wil was a period in which it was more eſſential for us that the enemy 
man ſhould be of opinion that our reſources are extenſive, than at the : 
{uals preſent moment. But what will be the inference from the mea- | 
what ſure which is now before you? It will tend to beget a concluſion 
s is RY directly the reverſe of that for which the right honourable gentle- 
ofitz man expreſſed ſuch anxiety on the laſt loan; by the preſent ſtep 
Ablie you are taking, you only ſhew a part of the ſtate of your finance, 
gen- and that ih ſo unfavourable a light as to induce the ſuſpicion that 
ty of vou yourſelves know the enemy would exult if you made a real diſ- 
nom covery of the whole of your. condition. The right honourable gen- 
with tleman did not like the mode in which my honourable friend treated 
ould this ſubject ; he did not approve of the idea of calling it a loan, 
time and yet he treated it himſelf in the way of a loan, when he talked 
F the of the bonus. I call it a loan with a very extravagant bonus. 
not The right honourable gentleman then touched on a topic, in which 


4 in ve are all too much intereſted not to feel a conſiderable degree of 


nuch anxiety ; he ſays, that in a weck we are not likely to have any 
d he news to raiſe the funds. I am ſorry for it; that is a ſubject which 


er to do not mean to diſcuſs now, becauſe I have no wiſh to ſay any 
nuch ching that might poſſibly impede the progreſs of negotiation ; but TI 
give cannot help thinking that in any point of view the ſubje& may be 


1 the confidered, the hopes of the public muſt have operated to a cer- 
ſped tain extent upon the funds ſince the negociation was opened; for 


that lurely the ſound of the word peace, from ſuch authority as it came 
1d at from lately, muſt have acted upon the hopes of a conſiderable part 
ublic, of che public. The right honourable gentleman ſcems to think 
hing otherwiſe. I ſhall fay no more upon that ſubject, for reaſons that 
| that [ dare ſay are obvious to the Committee, and I have ſaid thus 
> eNC- much upon it, for reaſons which I truſt are equally obvious. The 
aſed! right honourable gentleman in the latter part of his ſpeech attempted 
dition to ſupport a particular theory. I know not whoſe theory it is on 
ch ſo i which he acts and attempts to reaſon, but it appears to me to be 
of the very queſtionable, if not deluſive theory. He obſerves that this 
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' tenſion of its commerce, that is, that its preſent apparent diftre 


of fume individuals indeed is low, but the public credit. is higher 


lowered but then look at the credit of individitais in commerce 
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country has felt a temporary diſtreſs in its finances, from the ex. 


ariſes out of its greatly increaſing wealth. I do not ſay that is im. 
pothble. I have no experience upon that ſubject. I know of noi 
country (except ours, if it be in that ſtate), that has ever maniteſted 
its increaling wealth by its diſtrefles. However, I mean to fav ng 

zore than that I will endeavour to examine a doctrine that does 
not ſeem to me to be very rational. An opportunity will occur, | 
hope, for the diſcuſſion of that point, as it applies to the ſtate of 
this country; and if it ſhould, I believe this will turn out to be 
the caſe—ſome part of the diſtreſs will appear to have been ina. 
ginary, and ſuch alfo, I fear, will be the cafe with regard to our 
wealth. I fay this the more confidently, becauſe every thing that 
has happened lately, has been alledged as a proof of the proſperity 
of this country. I really know of no public event that has hap- 
pened fince the commencement of this war that has not been quoted 
as a proof of the increaſe of Gur wealth. That fort of argument 
that proves every thing; that mede of reaſoning which makes ever 


thing come to one point in human affairs, is, eſs, that for 
which I have no great eſtcem. Some yea , certain individual 


of extenſive commercial concerns were very much embarrafice. 
A parliamentary meaſure was adopted for their relief. Upon that 
occaiion, I remember, we were told, © It is true that the credit 


than it ever was before this period; nay, it is the increaſe cf 
the national wealth that is the cauſe of this temporary embarratl 
ment!” A change has takerf” place ; now the public credit has 
fallen, and every thinking man in the kingdom * is alarmed at 
the ſtate of it, and we are told, that true it is the public credit 5 


is from their condition the real ſtate of the country is to be elil- 
mated ;” that is to ſay, that which was worth nothing formerly 3s 
an argument, is now worth every thing; and what was formerly 
worth every thing is now worth nothing. This mode of reatvr- 
ing, I own, docs not make a very deep impreſſion upon me. All 
theſe ennjectures lead to no fixed concluſion. The only ccrtainty 
we have is, that this country has for a long time borne moſt enor- 
mous burdens, which are now moft enormouſly increaſing ; and all 
that we. hear concerning our ability to bear our burdens are mer 
ſpeculations upon future advartages. 

The right honourable ecntleman ſaid, that if we are to continmK 
to iflue our Navy bills, they ſhall be iffued under different terms 
from what they have been accuſtomed to be. I did not underftan! 
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im dearly upon that ſubject. I do not know whether he means 
o have a ſubſtitute for Navy bills. We ought to know the plan 
0 be purſue in future upon that ſubje&, in order that we may de- 
ermine whether this meaſure will co-operate with that plan, and 
vhether in any degree they can be made to aſſiſt each other. If the 
right honourzble g.ntleman has any plan of iffuing Navy bills pay- 
able at a ſhorter period than they have ever hitherto been paid, I 
hall approve of it in one particular. I mean the ſhortneſs of the 
ime of pay: ment. But J am of opinion it would be neceſſary to 
include in that law the whole of the Navy bills, becauſe the force 
if that law, on ſuch bills as ky included in it, will tend to diminiſh 
tie diſcount on thoſe that are not. The right honourabte gentle- 
man alluded to an effect which the meafure now propoſed already had 
produced—the difcount had already been diminiſhed upon Navy bills 
moſt wonderful that ſuch a meaſure ſhould have had ſuch an 
effect! What other effect did he expect it to have? Indeed 
there required not half the ſagacity of the right honourable gentle- 
man to make that diſcovery. The Minifter has not ſtated what he 
means to do in future with reſpe& to Navy bills, or any other Go- 
vernment ſecurity. Before we enter upon a plan fo large as this 
is, we ought to know a great deal more than is yet confided to us. 
Suppoſe he continues his old way of iſſuing Navy bills - does any 
intelligent man think that this meaſure will diminiſh the diſcount 
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igher upon Goverament bills in future? Should he be fo unfortunate 
ſe of bor ſome years to come, in all tranſactions of this nature, as he has 
ral. been of late years, what diſtreſs muſt, this country ſuffer! The 
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whole of this ſubject, and many general topics connected with it, 
were before this Houſe laſt year; upon which occafion an honour- 
able friend of mine did himſelf great credit. He ftated moſt ably 
the inconvenience of this mode of raiſing money, both for the army 


conviction, would be moſt ruinous, of which the propoſition now 
before you is an inconteſtable proof. That to a certain degree the 
evil was inevitable I am willing to allow ; but there have been no 
peculiar circumſtances ia the. courſe of the laſt year of this war, 
which Minifters can fairly ſay went beyend the ordinary courſe of 
aculation as to the expences of this country. There are many 
reaſons for expecting that their calculations ſhould in that inſtance 
ave been nearly correct. I do not mean ſo much to oppoſe the 
whole of the meaſure beſore you, as I deſire to demur to the exc- 
bution of it, until the Miniſter mall have laid before us much more 
en a to his plan of finance than we pafſeſs at preſent. 

Mr. HUSSEY faid that tue proſent mealare would not tend to 
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and navy. The political and commercial effects he ſhewed, 40 my 
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take moriey out of the market, for it was only withdrawing one fy: 
cies of paper ſecurity by giving another. He had heard it reports 
the Navy bills in queſtion were not iſſued for naval ſervice, but fx] 
the purpoſe of raiſing money to be applied to other ſubjeas, and if 
ſhould be glad to hear this report contradicted from authority ? 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that he was not aware that then 
was any foundation for the report. 

Mr. HUSSEY withed to know expreſsly whether any mon 
had been applied to ſervices for which it was not intended by Par. 
liament ? To this no anſwer was made. 

Sir W. PULTENEY differed with the Chancellor of the Ex. 
chequer as to the operation which he expected from taking th: 
whole of the Navy bills out of the market, by this meaſure of fund. 
ing them. He did not think it would by any means anſwer th 
end, propoſed. The right honourable gentleman had truly ſtate! 
the evil arifing from ſo many millions of Navy bills floating in thr 
market; but the cauſes were, in his opinion, deſerving of the mo! 
mature conſideration. The vaſt ſums of money which had bee 
ſent out of the country had, among many.other concurrent circum- 
ſtances, contributed very greatly to the diminution of the circulating 
medium. This diminution had occaſioned not only con{iderabl: 
fluQuations in the funds, but had been a great cauſe of the diſcount 
on Navy bills having riſen to ſuch an enormous height. He di 
not think that the meaſure of funding the whole of the Navy bill 
would by any mears anſwer the purpoſe for which it was intended, 
nor that it would have the eff to prevent any Navy bills which 
might be iſſued in future from incurring as high a diſcount as thok 
of the preſent day. In proof of this he referred the Committee to 
the meaſures which the Chancellor of the Exchcquer had taken for 
the expreſs purpoſe of keeping down the difcount on thoſe very 
Navy bills during the laſt ſeſſion. What was the canſequence! 
| Had they kept down the difcounts on thoſe bills which had been 
iſſued fince? No. The very reverſe was the caſe. Thoſe di 
counts had riſen to the preſent extravagant pitch. It was clear t 
him therefore that funding the whole of the Navy bills at once wa 
a meaſure that was wrong. Where an evil was occafioned by 1 


«c 


10 


very great diminution in the circulating medium, the only true e. in 
medy would lie in providing a means of inereaſing that circulating 

medium. By taking Government ſecurities out of the market w of 
alteration in the quantity of the circulating medium was effectel. il ar 
What was obtained by a loan in one way was returned in another ha 
It was neceſſary to increaſe the circulating medium, and render tht 

quantity equal to the demand; to effect this, all juggling tricks a Wi N 
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pretended expedients were of no avail. To produce this effe the 


Ocr. 41.) 


meaſure, though attended with ſuch an exorbitant expence, and 
ſuch diſadvantageous terms, would produce the defired effect. Till 
the quantity of circulating medium was increaſed, nothing could 
| keep up the value of Navy bills. The honourable gentleman 
ſhould have tried the effect of the principle of competition which 
he had extolled in other caſes. He ſhould have offered four mil- 
lions to be funded in the firſt place, and allowed a competition to 
take place among the holders. In this caſe he was convinced 
that a better bargain might have been made. Upon this occaſion the 
right honourable gentleman had been miſled. - He had an opportu- 
nity of obliging a nymber of individuals, though he did not believe 


that the meaſure would not produce the effect intended. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that he always heard with reſpe& 
whatever fell from the hoftqurable Baronet, though he could not 
help differing from him on th& preſent occaſion, and in the opinion 
which he held on this ſubject, he believed he agreed with every 


lating 


atk monied man in the country with whom he had ever converſed. It 
ed was well known that Navy bills floating in the market were held 
Te dif by perſons in the metropolis, and abſorbed a quantity of capital ; but 
bil when funded, were diffuſed over the kingdoms, and employed what 
ial aroſe from the profits of induſtry and commerce in different places, 


The firſt queſtion was then put and carried, 
The Chairman then put the ſecond queſtion, 
That proviſion be made for enabling His Majeſty to ſatisfy 


which 
S thoſe 
(tee 0 


* « all the Exchequer bills made out by virtue of an act of laſt ſeſ- 
* « ſion of Parliament, for enabling His Majeſty to raiſe the fum of 
ence] « 2,500,000. for the uſes and purpoſes therein mentioned,” 

J been Which was likewiſe carried; and the Houſe being reſumed, the 
if dif. report was ordered to be received on Monday. 

lear t0 


i, 


CC Was Monday, 31ft October. 


d by The report of the Committee of Supply was brought up on fund- 
rue e. ing the Navy and Exchequer bills. 

ulaning Mr. FOX. As I underſtand that the Houſe will have the te:ms 
rkct 1 of this bargain more ſpecifically ſtated in the Committee of Ways 
ect. and Means, I will reſerve for that Committee any obſervations I 
nother- Bl have to make on the ſubject. . 

der the The order of the day was read for a Committee of Ways and 


ks and * and the amount of the iſſue of Exchequer bills, and the eſti- 
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| operation of commerce was flow. He did not think that the preſent 


this was the motive of his conduct. He was convinced, however, 
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mate of the Navy debt were ordered to be ſubmitted to the ſaid Com. 
mittee. Mr. Hobart in the chair. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that having already ſtated his ide: 


on the ſubject now under the conſideration of the Committee, he 
ſhould referve bimſelf till he had heard what farther objections 
might be urged to the propoſed meaſure, and ſhould ſimply mot 
the neceſſary reſolutions : | f 


I. That all perſons entitled to any Navy, Victualing, and Tranfper 
bills, which were made out on or before the 3 iſt of December, 1795, w 
ſhall on or before the 12th day of November, 1796, carry the ſame, (hav. 
ing had the intereſt computed ard marked at the Navy, ViRualling, ani 
tranſport offices to the 16th of December, 1796) to, the "I'reaſurer of th: 
Navy to be marked and certified to-: the Bank, ſhall, in their option, be 
intitled for every 100l. of ſuch bills to | 

1781. 11s. 5d. z per cent. annuities, to commence 5th July, 1795, 

or tb 

1381. 178. id. 4 per cent. annuities, to commence 10th October, 

| 1796, or to 

119]; os. 113d. 5 per cent. annuities, to commence 5th July, 1796, 
to be payable half yearly out of the conſolidated fund. 

II. That the bills which were made out after the 3 iſt December, 1795. 
and on or before the zoth April, 1796, ſhall in their option be intitled 
for every 100l. of ſuch bills to | 

176l. 195. gd. 3 per cent. annuities, to commence 5th July, 1796, 

Or tO - 
137]. 18s, 72d. 4 per cent. annuities, to commence 1oth October, 
1796, or to 

1181. os. 10d. 5 per cent. annuities, to commence 5th July, 1796, 
to be payable half yearly out of the conſolidated fund. n 

III. That the bills which were made cut after the zoth April, 1796, 
and before the 31ſt July 1796, ſhall in their option be intitled for even 
tool. of ſuth bills to 


1751. Se. od. z per cent. annuities, to commence 5th July, 1790, 
- mn or to - | 
136l. 19s. 84d. 4 per cent. annuities, to commence roth Oftober, 
1796, or to | 


1171. 126. 114d. 5 per cent. annuities, to commence 5th July, 1796, 
to be payable halt yearly out of the conſolidated fund, 

IV. The ſame bills which were made out after the 31ſt July, 1796, 
and before the 24h October, 1796, ſhall in their option be intitled tot 
every 1o00l. of ſuch bills to | 

I73l. 18s. zd. 3 per cent. annui 

| or to 

136l. 18. 1d. 4 per cent. annuities, to commence 10th October 

| 1796, or to | 

1161. 198. 2d. 5 per cent. annuities, to commence 5th July, 1796, 
to be payable half yearly out of the conſolidated fund, 

V. That all perfors intitled to Exchequer bills made out purſuant ts 
act of laſt ſeſſion for raiſing 2, coo, o o by a vote of credit, who ſhall on 


or before the 12th day of November, 1796, carry the ſame to the Pay mal. 


A ® 


ties, to commence 5th July, 1790, 
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om. 7 ter of Exchequer bills, ſhall receive a certificate intitling ſuch perſon at 
his option for every 1 cool. of ſuch bills to . 
dens 'S 1761. 198. 93d. 3 per cent. annuities, commencing 5th July, 1796, 
5 or to 
* ; 1371. 188. 7d. 4 per cent, annuities, commencing 1oth Over, 
: | 796, or to 
1037 ii 118]. 6s. 105d, 5̃ percent, annuities, commencing 5th July, 1796, 
to be paid half yearly out of the conſolidated fund. | 
Court Mr. FOX. When a converſation roſe on this ſubje& on a for- 
I> lic mer day, I {then conſidered it as my duty to ſtate to the Committee 
har. ſome conſiderations which weighed ſtrongly in my mind; firſt, on 
An the ruinous tendeney of extending this ſyſtem beyond all precedent 0 
* in former times, even the moſt critical, which this country has ever | [ 
| witnefſed : ſecondly, on the diſadvantageous nature of the particu- 1 
7955 lar terms, on which this bargain is propoſed to be concluded. Since {8 
SE: that time I have had more leifure to conſider the ſubject ; I have 1 N 
12 alſo had an opportunity to conſult gentlemen perfectly converſant in "my 
796, ſuch queſtions, and to aygil myſelf of their information. I am now, 4 
therefore, enabled to ſpeak with greater confidence as to the particu. 
1 lar ternis of the bargain. | 
In my former calculations with reſpec to the rate of intereſt to 
796, the holders of Navy bills, I calculated it at 103 per cent. In this 
** point I admit that J took the extreme caſe, and alſo that I made a 


ſmall miſtake in the uſe of the words per cent. I ought not to have 
calculated it at 10 per cent. but at the rate of 103 upon 85 or 86. 

The following is the accurate calculation of the intereſt made on 
a Navy bill bought two months ago at 15 per cent. diſcount, ſup- 
poſing it to be funded according to the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer's plan, in the 5 per cents. at 24 per cent. below the market 
price of 88; 5 I W 
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790, 
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tober, 4 
Intereſt on 100l. for 60 days, at 4 per cent. — — L. o 13 2 ! 
1796, Intereſt on ditto, from the zoth of October to the 12th of | 
December, being 43 days, — — — » 9 5 
1 796, Premium of 24 per cent. on each 100!. ſtock, in the 51 
ed fot per cents. valued at 88, or on 1141, ſtock, which is 3 16 © 
equivalent to 100l. in money, — — | 
1700, Diſcount at i5 per cent. ͤ— — — 15 0 0 
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This ſum being allowed on 851. (the purchaſe money of the 

Navy bill) is equal to an intereſt on 1001. of 221. 58. 5d. | 

If therefore the intereſt for 60 days is 221. 58. 5d. the intereſt 
for a whole year, or 365 days, will be 1 351. 9s. . 

It now turns out from this calculation, that inſtead of 192, tht 
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intereſt at the rate of a whole year amounts to 135; when bargain 
are made on fuch extravagant terms, examples of profuſion mar 


ceafe to ſtrike the public mind with ſurpriſe, and the difference be. | 
tween 103 and 135 may be but little heeded. But, is the number 


of thoſe bills which are to be funded on ſuch enormous terms þ 
very ſmall, is the ſtate of the country ſuch as to enable it to coneludt 
a bargain on terms ſo extraordinary and unprecedented? The 
right honourable gentleman deplores the-neceſſity which renders ſuch 
a meaſure. neceſſary; in my mind it is not enough to deplore the ne. 
ceſſity which is attended with an evil of ſuch magnitude: we ought 
alſo to ſeek the means to prevent it in future. On former occa. 
fions the right honourable gentleman himſelf was not the ſloweſt to 
reprobate ſuch inſtances of abuſe ; he was himſelf, in 1782, the 
Member of a Committee to examine into the ſtate of public ac. 
counts, and to detect any inſtance of miſconduct in the financial 
operations of Miniſters. Of this circumſtance he was reminded 
by an honourable friend of mine, (Mir. Grey,) the Member for 
Northumberland, whoſe abſence on the preſent occaſion I regret; 
but whom at all times I can only regard with the higheſt ſentiments 
of reſpect, admiration and efteem. When he was reminded by 
that honourable friend how far he had fince deviated from the prin- 
ciples he profeſſed, and the conduct he had adopted in 178 2, his 
only defence was an appeal to fimilar inſtances of abuſe which had 
formerly been practiſed; but in the preſent inſtance, he cannot even 
ſet up this ground of juſtification. He will not ſurely contend that 
Navy bills have ever at any former period been ifſued to ſuch an 
extent. It is neceſſary only to refer to the experience of laſt year; 
it muſt appear a moſt extraordinary and unprecedented fact, that 
there ſhould have been iſſued Navy bills to the amount of not leſs 
than eight millions more than had been foreſeen in the calculations 
of the right honourable gentleman. If the public ſervice called for 
ſuch an immenſe ſum, it was ſurely incumbent upon him even to 
have faced the inconvenience of calling together Parliament at an 
unuſual period, in order to obtain their ſanction to raſe the neceſſary 
ſupplies. He ought for two reaſons to have adopted this meaſure 
of aſſembling Parliament at fuch a criſis ; firſt, to avoid the danger 
of the precedent of raiſing money to ſuch an unlimited extent with- 
out the regular ſanction of the Guardians of the public purſe; 
ſecondly, to prevent thoſe ruinous terms of intereſt, with which the 
bargain for ſo large a ſum muſt ultimately be attended to the public. 
I now come to advert to the particular terms. On the face of the 
bargain itſclf there always appeared to me fomething ſingular 1 in the 
different rates offered to the holders of the bills. It is evident 
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the different ſtocks, and that alſo the quantum of annuity muſt be 
very different on the ſame principle. The right honourable gentle- 


the ſyſtem of funding, it was better for the public to make the intereſt 
light or to increaſe the capital ?” I was rather diſpoſed to think 
that to extend the capital was a leſs evil than to burden the public 
with a heavy intereſt. I ſuſpect, however, that all our difference 
on this queſtion was only with reſpect to the quantum. And as I 


in order to diminiſh the capital, ſo the right honourable gentleman 
would alſo think it right ſomewhat to extend the capital in order to 
alleviate the preſſure of intereſt. The finking-fund bill has un- 
doubtedly made ſome diffence in the queſtion. But what is the 
reſult which I now wiſh to ſubmit to the Committee? The natu- 
ral reſult of this reaſoning, with reſpect to capital and intereſt evi- 
dently is, that in proportion as the capital is extended, the intereſt 
ought to be low, and, vice verſa, in proportion as the capital is dt- 
miniſhed, the intereſt ought to be increaſed. No propoſition can be 
more obvious than this ; yet, when in the preſent inſtance I applied 
it to the different rates of capital and intereſt in the different ſtocks 
propoſed to the holders of the bills, I found directly the reverſe to 
be the caſe. This will appear from the following comparative 
ſtatement of the rates of capital and annuity, calculated in the four 
different elaſſes of the terms offered to the reſpective holders of 
the bills. oj 


FIRST CLASS» Intereſt, 

Navy bill of 100l. funded in the 3 per cents. C. . C. 5 d. 
at 56, will create in ſtock a debt of — 178 12 8 
Ditto in the 4 per cents. at 2 — — 138 18 5 11 0 
Ditto in the 5 per cents. at 8 — — 119 1 5 19 © 


SECOND CLASS. 
Navy bill of 1o0ol. funded in the 3 per cents. 


at 562, will create in ſtock a debt of — - 177 o 5.6 2 
Ditto in the 4 per cents. at 21 — — 137 18 5 10 4 
Ditto in the 5 per cents. at 8441 — — 118 7 5 18 4 

THIRD .CLASS. 
Navy bills of 100l. funded in the 3 per cents. 

at 57, will create in ſtock a debt of — — 175 14 £28 
Ditto in. the 4 per cents. at 73 — ʒTꝓͤ— 137 © 5 9 7 
Ditto in the 5 per cents, at 85 — — 117 13 5 17 8 

FOURTH CLASsSG.nJ 7 
Navy bill of 100l. funded in the 3 per cents. 
at 573. will create in ſtock a debt of 173 18 4 4 


_ 5 
to in the 4 per cents. at 734 — — 136 1 5 8 ro 
Ditto in the 5 per cents, at 855 — — 1169 5 


that the increaſe of the capital muſt be very different according to 


man and myſelf formerly differed on the queſtion, «© Whether, in 


would conſider it adviſeable to make a ſmall addition to the intereſt - 
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Exceſs of ſtock funded in the 3 per cents. above the C. . C. 
Ditto above the 5 per cents. - —— 59 11 12 of 
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FIRST CLASS. Diff. of [nt 


4 per cents. — 


39 14 +4 oi 


I SECOND CLASS. 5 


In proportion to the dif- 
ference in the firſt claſs, 
the difference of in- 
tereſt ſhould have been 
g. 4 
3 11 Exceſs of ſtock funded in the 
3 per cents. above the 4 per 
cents. —— 5 $ 1 
11 10 Ditto above the 5 per cents. 58 13 12: 


THIRD CLASS. 
3 11 Exceſs of ſtock funded in the 
3 per cents. above the 4 per 


| cents. — 38 14 4 
2 11 10 Ditto above the 5 per cents. 58 1 12 


FOURTH CLASS, 


3 10 Exceſs of ſtock funded in the 
3 per cents. above the 4 per 


x cents. $7.47 4 6 
11 6 Ditto above the ; per cents. 59 19g 12 


This ſtatement ſuggeſts many obſervations. If the capital is 
right, the difference of intereſt muſt be wrong. In the firſt cla 
the difference between the 3 per cents. and the 4 per cents. is 39]. 
I 48. the annuity is only four ſhillings. So that, in return for thi 
capital of 391. 14s. the public are only compenſated by an annuity 
of four ſhillings. In the firſt claſs, the difference of capital be. 
tween the 4 per cents. and the 5 per cents. is 591. 11s. the differ 
ence of intereſt-is'12s. The Committee muſt here perceive the 
ſtriking inequality between the rates of capital and intereſt in the} 
and the 5 per cents. as affects the principle of capital and dintereſt 
But, in order to render the deviation from this principle ſtill more 


apparent, let us compare the rates in the 5 per cents. of the firl cle 
and fourth claſs. In the firſt claſs, the difference of capital be- the 
tween the 4 and 5 per cents. is 59l. 11s. the difference of inter Per 
is 12s. in the fourth claſs, the difference of capital is 561. 195 =_ 
the difference of intereſt is 12s. 8d. It cannot be neceſſary to af he 
any thing farther with reſpe& to the terms. I am indeed wholly all 
at a loſs to account upon what principle of calculation, or upoi 4 
what ground of policy this meaſure can be ſupported. For I con. POU 
tend, that if the rates in the firſt claſs are arranged upon any n- * 


tional principle, thoſe in the fourth in the correſponding funds mil 
j 
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ON; 


2 our capital beyond the proper bounds, * in the fourth, you facri- 

4 ec too much intereſt. 

2 0 However difficult it may be to arrange hs degrees of thoſe 
erms, that buſineſs, I think, ought to be ſubmitted to the deciſion 
of Parliament, and not left to the difcretion of the ſtockholders. 
Inſtead of adepting the regular proportion, and calculating down- 
wards, a directly contrary made of calculation has been employed. 
The difference of intereſt is made greater in proportion as the ca- 
pital is leſs, and, vice verſa, in proportion as the capital is greater, 
the intereſt is leſs. 

4 ! In the courſe of the diſcuſſion on this ſubject, we have repeatedly 

i bcard of the term Banu The frequent introduction of this term 
bonus, upon this occaſion, ] for one have not conſidered to be very 
regular or auſpictous. In borrowing of large ſums at all times the 
neceſſity of a bonus is a matter of very ſerious conſideration to the 

. Country, and forms no ſmall addition to the preſſure of publie bur- 

ens; but let us conſider the particular nature and cireumſtances of 
the preſent tranſaction. We ſhall find in this inſtance the hard- 
ſkip greatly increaſed, and the preſſure doubly ſevere. Let us con- 

4 6fider that thoſe bills are originally iſſued at a diſcount of 7, 10, and 

12 i WMultimatcly of 14 and 15 per cent. In what light can this be con- 

ita fſddered but as a bonus? And after this enormous bonus, not at a 

clas period when you are borrowing, but when you are taking meaſures 

pe what you have borrowed, you think neceſſary to give ſo much 

r additional bonus. At moſt you can only ſtate that this bonus is 

mu eiven in order to induce the holders to change the form of their ſe- 

al be. eurity from the public} Is it poſſible not to foreſee the conſequence 
giga. of ſuch a proceeding in great financial operations? and ſuch is the 

e the Preſent ſituation of this country, that it is only to. great financial 

the; operations we can look in order adequately to meet the public exi- 

tereſ. eencies. Ought we not, in diſcuſſing ſuch a meaſure, to advert a 

mon little to the reſources of the country ? Great and powerful as thoſe 

e fir rebources may be, they muſt be nothing leſs than inexhauſtible, if 
al be. chey are able to ſtand the effect of a repetition of ſuch meaſures, 
ateret particularly at a period when we know not how, often or te what 
. 19s tent we may be required to give our ſanction to freſh loans for 
to ſay he public ſervice, How long is it fittiug that the public ſhould be 
wholly ealled upon to buy up debt on ſuch profuſe and enormous terms ? 
. upon od God, is it not a conſiderable bonus, when Navy bills are 
| con ought up at 9 per cent. diſcount, and are now to be paid without 
ny nn diſcount at all? But here I am told of the inconvenience of 


« mul  *ficring ſuch an immenſe maſs of ſtoating debt to remain unfunded 
2 


» abſurd in the extreme. Either, in the firſt claſs, you extend” 
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.  tinued. My opinion is, that the adoption of ſuch meaſures as the 


 eome to the ſcale of the public expenditure, or let us confine the ei 


to remedy the deficiency of the circulating medium, and to remoſt 
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in the market. I am told of the conſequent ſcarcity of eirculain 
medium, and of the important relief which will in this reſpeg hi 
afforded by removing thoſe bills out of the market. I am not mW" 
diſpoſed to reaſon confidently on any hypotheſis with reſpect to oi": 
circulating medium. The reſult of almoſt every hypotheſis has ſon's" 
that ſuch reaſonings are conducted very much in the dark. 1 
1793 there was the ſame complaint of the want of a circulating ne 

zum. In order to remedy the deficicncy, five millions of F xc: o. 

uer bills were then iſſued. Now as a remedy for the ſame evil, 
is propoſed to take a certain quantity of unfunded bills out of H 
market. But the true cauſe of this ſcarcity of circulating medium h 


and of all the conſequent embarraſſment is, that we a reſpending ff the 


or ſixty millions annually. It is to this enormous rate of ex pen be 
ture we are to look as the real cauſe of the diftreſs, and not toi by 
partial and theoretical evil, which it is thus at different PE | 

ſuits the purpoſe of a Miniſter, propoſed to meet by remedics dit" *> 
metrically oppoſite. But we are told that the evil day will come ⁊ ſtat 
laft, and that it will be neceſſary to pay thoſe bills at different inter. t 
vals, of fix, ſeven, or twelve months. I fay then, rather bono. 


vo on any terms, than ſudmit to the unprecedented meaſure di" 


buying up debt at ſuch an enormous rate. I am not inclined to ſpe ; 
culate on the future ſtate of public credit, but J am not ſanguin vit 
enough to hope that if ſuch meaſures as the preſent are adopted, iſ 
will be, much improved at a future period. Do not, however, lt 
us adopt the language, Let us make any terms we can now, fr 
we ſhall afterwards be obliged to make worſe.” I truſt that this ih © 
not the juſtification of the preſent meaſure, and yet I ſee no othe 
which can readily be adopted. What the credit of the county 
may be at a future period muſt neceſſarily depend on various caules 
on the events of war, on the probability of peace, or on the leni 
of time during which there is a proſpect that the war may be c 


preſent will tend more to injure the credit of the country than ar 
other expedient which poſſibly could be employed. Nothing cu 
more effectually contribute to aggravate the public diſtreſs than the 
attempt to conceal its real cauſe, to account for it by illuſive and fa 
lacious theories, and to meet it by partial and inefficient remedis. 
If we wiſh ſuitably to provide for the exigency of the criſis, and 
redgeſs the exiſting evils, let us not have recourſe to empty hyp® 
theſis, or to contradictory expedients. Let us raiſe the public ir 


penditure within the limits of the income. We may thus exped 


* 
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the embarraſſment which is in conſequence experienced, which, 
while we perſevere in our preſent ſyſtem of unlimited confidence, 
and ruinous profuſion, we never can hope to effect by liſtening to 
vague theories, or, by adopting oppeſite expedients, tb redreſs the 
ſame evil. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T faid, that though he ſhould not detain 
the Committee for any length of time in what he had tg offer, he 
ſhould endeavour to follow the right honourable gentleman through 
he principal points upon which he had reuc1ed. He was happy to 
have found an opportunity of explaining the true point of view in 
which the preſent meaſure was tw be conftidered, and to reply to 
g fil the exaggerated ſtatements and highly coloured repreientations w hich 
end, the right honourable gentleman had made. The firſt ſatement given 
ob che right honourable gentien man of the intereſt which the holders 
Ty of Navy bills would reccive on a certain. proportion of the bills, 
vas at the rate of 1031. per cent. but he had now corrected his 
me ſtatement and found that it amounted to 130l. While it was ad- 
inte I mitted that this was an extreme cale, the right honourable gentleman, 
or owcver, had repreſented the calculation as applicable to a conſi- 
ure A crable part of the debt. This corrected ſtatement tlie right honour- 


0 ſhe able gentleman would find it neeeſſary to correct, if he examined 


gun with accuracy the whole of the circumſtances upon which it was 
ted, i ounded. With regard to the principle upon which the ſubject 
er, Es ©* be viewed, it was underitood that the holder of Navy bills 
my no ſecurity that the payment of- the ſums for which they were 
this FP <<<: vcd wonld be made in leſs than fifteen months. If the public 
oe vcr finds it convenient to diſcharge them in fix weeks, or 
ountn Fe” other period leſs than that for which they were originally if- 
cans Mrd, was it fair to calculate as a profit on one month what from 
length his circumſtance arofe upon a bill which the holder had received 
e con MF” Payable at ſiftecn months? Wau it fair to repreſent the credit 
2h f the country as in a general ſtate of depreciation, becauſe indi- 
an a 1duals might receive a profit which they had not in their contem- 
_ lation, and which could in no degree be conſidered as the motive 
dan teen which the ſecurity was taken, nor tac rate at which Govern- 
nd f ent was ſupplied? Eut even had his ſtatement been true as to 
od le general complexion which it gave to the credit of the country, 
and ieh the right honourable gentleman had laboured to prove ſo greatly 
hyp depreciated, it could not juſtity him in concluding that the credip of 
lic i. brernment ſecurities was Jower than at any former period. Did 
4 he right honourable gentleman think that at the preſent petied 
expel avy Pins were at the higheſt diſeount which they had ever ex- 


emo __ The right honourablegentleman ſurely did not need to le 
. . 2 > 
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reminded of that period when he himſelf filled a high office in ad. q 
miniſtration, when not in a moment of war, but nine months aſte X 
prelimina ries of peace were ſigned, four millions of Exchequer bilk a 
were idued, which fell to a diſcount of 21 per cent. But even 4 
the right honourable gentleman was deſirous to confine himfelf to lil 1 
iſſued during the laſt period, and upon which he had calculate 5 
the extravagant intereſt to ariſe, he ſhould take in the whole of tl 5 
month of October. During that month, however, the aver? 8 
ſtate of the diſcount was 1cl. per cent. In order to colour e 
high as poſſible the gloomy and melancholy picture which he dro}, 
of the ſtate of credit, he had formed his ſtatement upon the higher 
day of that period as the rate of di:count for the whole ot the re. 
But when the terms of a bargain were diſcuſſing, the objec d T 
which was to remove out of the market that quantity of flog a. 
ſecurities which the right honourable gentleman had repreſented as tie +1, 
very cauſe of that evil which he deſcribed in ſuch ſtrong colours, f ge 
was to have been expected that theſe objections would have be an 
waved. The principle itſelf was far from being denied, and H n 
meaſure derived ſupport from the very manner in which it had bx] 
condemned. To diſcover the real advantage which the holder. 
the bills reccived, it was neceſſary to conlider the whole of tle fo 
ſubject. He had prepared calculations upon this point, from c. 
reſult of which, the Committee would be able to perceive what in pu 
reality had been the general rate of diſcount upon Navy bills ee 
the period for which they were iſſued. They were to corn Wi ... 
then, the extremes of the loweſt and higheſt ; and the Commits * 
would be ſarprifed to know, after the gloomy accounts they o 
heard, that the average of the diſcounts from October, 17905, co. 
the end of Otober, 1796, was only 64 per cent. The aw 1; 
rage of cach month was likewiſe to be viewed along with 6% 10 
quantity iſſued each month, & that it appeared that the hulcers a .... 
the Bills, ſo far from rceciving at the rate of 103]. per cent. oi .,. 
according to the right honourable gentleman's corrected ſtatement, ¶ ve 
the rate of 1 30l. per cent. received upon the bills iſſued for that & 
riod no morc than 6% per cent. With regard to the different qua 
which ought to be made between the perſons holding bills tar geg 
greater or leſs ſpace, he ſhould not argue that part of the ſubie nor 
He ſhould afterwards ſtate what difference he had made. I "i 
' wiſhed, however, on this occaſion, to recal the ſentiments of te * 
right honourable gentleman during former periods upon this pow e 
W ben he had firſt entered into the fituation which he now fille ne 
at the end of the American war, amidſt the financial diford rio 


which/then prevailed, when for a period of five years the averyf can 
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diſcount upon Navy Bills had been higher than when the right honour- 
able gentleman himſelf had previouſly been in adminiſtration, and 
yet parliament had never been called upon to prevent the neceſſity 
of ſo great a quantity of floating ſecurities, and to afford the ſupplies 
which had been raiſed by the iſſue of theſe bills, and he (Mr. Pitt) 
was called upon to fund that maſs of unprovided debt, the idea of diſ- 
crimination was violently oppoſed by the right honourable gentleman, 
and he ſpoke with equal confidence and certainty of the blow which 
credit was to receive, as he did on the preſent occaſion. It appeared, 
however, that the right honourable gentleman had changed his opi- 
nion, and that the principles which he profeſſed in 1784, did not 
equally apply in 1796 as they had done at the former period. 
The principle of difcrimination which he had propoſed to introduce, 
and had explained formerly, was one which policy dictated, if 
the propriety of funding was at all admitted. The right honourable 
gentleman had talked of a bonus when the money was borrowed, 
and a bonus when it was to be paid. The point, however, ſtood 


F ſhortly thus: Upon every 1ool. which was iflucd in the way of 


Navy bills, the holder, at the rate of 4 per cent. was to receive 
1051. in fifteen months. To induce the holders to take a different 
ſpecies of ſeeurity, it was neceffary to give ſomething more than 
the real value: if this ſlight advantage was not given, then the 
public incurred no additional expence, and unleſs the right honourable 
gentleman maintained (what rather ſeemed to be the object of his 
argument to reprefent in a different light) that at the time when the 
bills became due, the ſtate of the finances and of credit might be 
ſo improved that they might be diſcharged more advantageouſly, he 
could fee no objection to the meaſure. He himſelf was inclined to 
think that the public credit and refources would at that future pe- 
riod be in fo flouriſhing a ſtate as to realize this ſuppoſition, and 
were it proper to ſpeculate at all, he ſhould ſpeculate upon ſuch an 
event, But if it might intqgfcre with the exertions by which we 


were to be placed in that deſirable ſituntion, to allow 'the market 


to continue to be depretied, and our reſources fettered by ſuch a 
quantity of floating ſecurities, were we by a criminal neglect to 
defeat the ſpeculation, and to diſappoint our proſpects? But the right 
honourable gentleman ſaid that he ſhould not ſpeculate on ſuch a 
favourable ſtate of our public ſituation at ſuch a period, and was 
inclined to hold out views of a leſs pteaſing nature. If, however, 
theſe Navy bills were to be paid at little more than the rate which 
the holders were entitled to reccive at the end of fifteen months, the 
right honourable gentleman cannot object to the meaſure, except he 
can prove that the advantage of paying juſt now, with the ſmall 
2 2 | 
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additional temptation to the holder, is not equal to the ſaving whiz 
the difference would occation. Ihe right honourable gentleman wil 
not ſurely fay that 6 per cent. for fourteen months, with a vie 
to induce the holders to fall in wich the plan, was an extravagan 
profit. The right honourable gentleman faid tliat the Navy bills, ng. 
withitanding the regulation by lich they were to be paid i in fiſteg 
monchs, had ede to experience a high diſcount. It ſurely 
however, was not diſereditable to nave 0 a law under the 
peration of which they had maintained their credit ſo well, con. 
parcd with the tate of depreciation they had expertenced during 
tie American war, and at other periods. The right honourabe 
gentleman faid that Parliament thou! have been . and Cale 
for the regular fupp:: ies, inffead of iſſuing bills to ſuch an amount 
But what had tho right honourable gentleman himſelf done when he 
was a Member of Abmi'« v tration? If he was than of opinion tha 
Parliament ficuld be ſunmoned, how could he reconcile that dit 
nion with the expedient he had adopted, with the itiue of four nil 
lions of Navy bills in order to ſupply the wants of the pub, 
ſervice? The preſent meaſure was in fact a pregreſiive ſtep te. 
wards removing irom the market thoſe foating ſecurities vb m 
the right honourable gentleman repr. ſented as ſo diſadvantageous, an: tl 
towards the attainment of that object which he conſidered as ne. 
ceilary. With regard to the terms, it was aiked, Whether ad. 
vantage was to be taken of the alteration of the funds? Thi, 
however, was of very little importance. The fall aroſe from 
general cauſe, though it might be expected that before the nen 
funded debt had properly diffuſcd itſelf, fome alteration in the 
ſtock in which it was veſted would take place—a circumſtance 
whic!y was foreſeen and allowed by the holders, though he had mv 
:oniidered it of much weight. The bonus to the hulders was e. 
tremely {:nall, and of itſeif was a ſtriking proof of the high ef n 
mation of our reſources, and the general credit of the country. — 
There was another point on which the right honourable gentlema Wi 1 
ſyoke with a degree of candour, in whict he ſecmed to have forgot ti: Wi « 
former diilerenee of. opinion which ſubiilicd between tem. PH 
haps the animoſity the right honvurable gentleman had once difſplayet i d 
h 
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upon this ſubject was ſoftened by time, an they now had ap 

proached near to the opinions of each other. He did not imaęice 

the right honourable genticman had purpotely abated ſomewhat c 
the ſtrictneſs of a doGrine he had formerly held ſo keenly, when he c 
had no longer the ſame motives to preſs its utmoſt extent, eſpe | 
cially when he might find ſome advantage in the application of 1 t 
on the preſent ile. They indecd had not, it ſeems, diff : 
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ſo widely as they once imagined. This was with regard to the 


and the diſadvantages of both modes of funding were ſuch, in the 
right honourable gentleman's opinion, that it was not eaſy to aſſign 
the limits in which they were to be taken. The honourable- gen- 
tleman in expreſſing his opinion of the funding in the higheſt claſs, 
had not ſtated his objections with that vehemence which he had 
diſplayed on former occaſions. The right honourable gentleman had 


8, 110% 2 
tire 
ſu reh 
ler the 


com. not recollected that the ſinking fund had the effect to render it 
Guring more eligible to add to the intere rather than to the capital, as 


urab; 


it operated at once to the reduction bf the maſs of the debt, and to 
' Called 


improve the general eredit of the country. If the right honourable 


noun gentleman himſelf found it difhcult to determine how much in- 


hen le 


11 tar WY there were ſome difference in the proportions. The greateſt vari- 


at 0 RW »tion was a fraction upon a point which, the right honourable gentle- 
ir na wan bad confeſſed, was not reducible to any general principle. 
pub He could not therefore expect any great proportion between them, 
ep 1-W for the intereſts would vary in different degrees. Having ſtated fo 
wii i much, he ſhould hot go farther into details, but ſhould only defire 
us, ar: the Committee to bear in mind the points to which he had ad- 
as . verted, and the errors which he had expoſed in the ſtatements of 
cr ad. the right honourable gentleman. He had ſhewn that the calculations 
This WA of the right honourable gentleman were exaggerated. He had proved 
from lat on former occaſions, particularly after the eoneluſion of the 
ie ne laſt war, the diſcount upon Navy bills had been 21 per cent. and 
in de that only 65 was the general rate to. which they had been de- 
nſcarce i pretied. He ſhould therefore leave the Committee to judge 
nad nd 


whether the meaſure deſerved the reprobatiun which it had re- 
vas e ceived, and with what conſiſtency it proceeded from the right ho- 
zh eli- WW nvurable gentleman. | 
\try,- Mr. FOX faid that he had indeed ſtated the diſcount upon 
tleman i Navy bills as unfavcurable to the credit of the country ; but his 
rgot tit Wi calculation of the cnormous rate of 135!. per cent. which had 
Pet been paid for moncy, he had produced as inferring blame upon 
(playes Bi thoſe by whom it was given. He blamed Miniſters becauſe they 
ad ap. had borrowed money at ſuck intereſt. He could not mean to re- 
magie I preſent the credit of the country to be ſunk ſo low as that better 
what d terms could not be obtained, becauſe then thoſe who borrowed 
hen e could not be blamed ; but he reprobated their conduct becauſe they 


t, eſße. I had not prevented the neceſſity of ſuch terms. He had not con- 


n of it 


a tned himſelf merely to the month of October, for, reckoniog to 
differs 


the 8th of November, ſome part of September muſt be included. 


addition of capital, and the quantity of intereſt. The advantages 


tereſt ſhould be given, it ſhould not ſeem ſurpriſing to him that 
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- ecrned, though he had no particular connection with the financid 
department. But were Navy bills in the ſame fituation with tha 


- months had met with his approbation, and he ſhould perhaps git 
his ſupport to any propoſal that tended ſtill farther to limit the pe 


them to fifteen months kad not been efficacious, but this he conceive 


had oppoſcd when the Navy bills were to be funded at the end d 


quent date to thoſe he held, and of courſe their payment might 


had been abandoned. The right honourable gentleman, who diſplayel 
the ſame magnanimity in receding as in advancing, had given u 
his point, but retained his opinion. He had ſtated that the oppoſ- 


his plan, he imputed it entirely to the idle clamour which faction 
had excited. The holders of bilis now, however, poſſeſs all the 


af fifteen months. This he admitted was an improvement in f- 
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The proportion of the bills which fell under his calculation, hoy. 
ever, was nearly a third. The right honourable gentleman had tak 
October as his average month; but did the right honourable gentlemy 
ſeriouſly imagine that he had proved his point by taking this ar 
rage? for during cight or ten days the intention of funding wa 
known, and the credit of the Navy bills recovered of courſe. H 
had never ſtared that holders of bills had in view a profit at th 
rate of 1351. per cent. but he had ſaid that Miniſters were cul. 
pable in iffuing bills when they knew that fuch a profit would be 
paid by the publie. The right honourable gentleman had alluded 
an adminiſtration in which he (Mr. Fox) had the honour to be con. 


ſpecies of ſecurity now ? Ar that time no intereſt commenced for 
ſix months, and there was no fixed period for their payment, 
With what proprictv then'cantheright honourable gentleman compar 
the (tate of Navy bills then with their fituation under the exiftin: 
regulations? The law by which they were limited to fifteer 


riod of their circulation. He had faid that the meaſure of limiting 


was to be aſeribed to the magn tude of the evil, to which the remec 
was inadequate. But the different ſituation in which Navy bill 
now ſtod took ax ay from the right konourable gentleman all advan- 
tage from the compariſon he had made. During the American wa 
Navy bills often ran two and ſometimes three years. The right ho- 
nourable gentieman had alluded to the diſcrimination which be 


the American war. He had objected to any diſcrimination, be- 
cauſe at that time the only ſeeurity which the holder poſſeſſed wa 


that he ſhould be paid previous to any bills being iſſued of a ſubſe 


have becn deferred till a new 'war, or ſome other circumſtance, 
rendered a new iffue of Navy bills neceſſary. Upon this the point 


tion had procceded from the moſt factious ſpirit, and, in abandoning 


ſecurity of the country, and are entitled to be paid at the expiration 


MON 


ance. The right honourable gentleman had ſaid that he had de- 
recated the number of Navy bills, yet had retuſed his aſſent to the 
meaſure by which the number was to be decreaſed. H confeſſed 
that he reprobated this unſyſtematic mode of procecuipng, He did 
not think it was neceffary to get rid of them en bad terms. He 
id not know when the idea of funding theſe bills bad firſt occur- 
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eive what advantage individuals Night have mails by knowing that 
the meaſure was to take place. Ie did notumogine, however, that the 
right honourable gentleman would give opportunity for ſuch a ſpecu- 
lation. He did not think ſo ill of the credit of the country, even 
under all the preſſure of this expenfive war, and Jurider the ma- 
nagement of its preſent finance Migiitors, nor did he think the 
payment of intereſt at the rate of 130 per cent. had any thing 
to do with this point ; vert he faw little ſubject of conſolation in 

1 

f 


reſſion of b per cent. which with their uſual intereſt amounted 


atcAcd by perſevering in a ſeſtem of expence out of all proportion 
to o means. That the iſſuing of Navy bills to ſuch an extent 
affect cl credit he firmly believed, and he ſhould. willingly concur 
in any treaſure by which the practice might be farther regulated and 
confined. But "theſe applications were not radical. To limit 
them to {ix, or even three months, wouid not do if the quantity 
| ſhould not be diminiſhed. "Theſe remedies were incffectual be- 
| cauſe they did not reach the root. They did not produce any 
apparent influence, hecauſe they were not equal to the rapid in- 
creaſe and confirmed inveteracy of the evil. It was ſaid that 234 
per cent. was no great bonus. He on the other hand thought it 
too much. It was ſaid you muſt give ſomething. He did not 
lee any neceflity for this at all. Here there was no advance of 
money. If the: bill was worth ſo much, they could keep it; if 
they wanted money, they got another exchangeable ſecurity at par. 
He did not think that any premium ſhould have been neceifary to 
Induce men ta part with an exchangeable ſecurity, at a diſeount, 
tor another at par, and if the holder would not agree, it could only 
be on ſpeculation that other bills would be iſſued, from which they 
would derive ſome ultimate advantage. On any other views the 
bargain muſt be favourable. The right honourable gentleman had 
faid that he (Mr. Fox) had come nearer him in his views upon the 
point of funding by capital or intereſt, He had never maintained 
his opinion in extremes. But it was not neceſfary to go back to 
former differences, for the ſame obſcrvations applied either as tg 
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red, but he did not Imagine it was quite new. It was caſy tO con- 


perceiving that Navy bills had Iabcured under a permanent de- 


to more than Io per cent. As to our credit it was liable to be 
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the quantity of intereſt or the increaſe of capital, but yet it wy 
well known in arithmetie and mathematics that the relations iM 
quantities might be aicertained ; from this he thought the lata 
might be diſcovered. Upon this ground he had arraigned the dif 
ference of intereſts in proportion to capital. He had been accu. 
ed of preſenting gloomy highly-coloured views of our fituation. [: 
was not, however, the queſtion, whether they were gloomy, by 
whether they were true, and whether they were not ſuch as ougk 
to call the attention of the Committee to the ſubject. What be 
had ſtated was not with a view to depreciate our credit, but in 
order to afford facts by which we were to judge of our ſituation 
and to examine the conduct of Miniſters. We were in realiy 
come to this, that the remedies that had been employed had litt 
effect, becauſe they were not equal to the evil; regulations were 
unable to confine us within even the worſt precedents of form 
times. — Theſe muſt now be given up as hopeleſs, and ſomething 
more efficacious attempted. Tho' the right honourable gentleman 
called his calculations extravagant, he never tried to confute them, 
and what he had ſtigmatized as overcharged colouring, he has ne- 
ver ventured to deny. What he had mentioned went to a ven 
alarming extent. The country ſhould not be contented with the 
anſwer —that our means were powerful and our reſources great 
The neccfiity of effective exertions were held out, but what n. 
tional hope could be entertained that our reſources would ſupply the 
ability? It was admitted that the balance of debt on the Navy bills 
was five million more than the right honourable gentleman had caicu- 
lated. This was a ſufficient foundation fer all objections that had 
been made. Before the end of the year, if it went on in the ſame 
proportion, an additional exceſs of three millions would be incur- 
red. In December, the richt honourable gentleman had ſtated, that 
1,500,000]. would probably be the amount. In April and 
May, he ſtated four millions, and now it was admitted to be 
ſeven millions. The whole ſurvey of the war, and the financiil 
expedicnts that had been employed, proved, that it had been in 
vain to attempt by any remedies to ſtop the evil arifing from ibe 
increaſe of the quantity of Navy Bills. All this ſhewed that pal 
liatives would no longer do, that it was neceſſary to ſtrike at tle 
root of the evil, and compare our reſources with our expenditure, 
in order to be enabled to ſupport thoſe exertions, which, in tlie 
caſe of a farther proſecution of the war, we might be called upon 
to make. | 

Mr. Ch-z:cellor PITT and Mr. FOX ſaid each a few word 
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Mr. MILBANK mentioned that he had heard, that Navy 
pills had been at 161. per cent. diſcount, and he wiſhed to be in- 


EARL 


; ſormed how ſuch a circumſtance was compatible with the deſerip- 
dt ton which had been given of the flouriſhing ſtate of the country. 
c 


He conſidered it as a fair queſtion; he expected that he would re- 
ceive an explicit anſwer, | 

No anſwer was given. | 

The Committee then divided upon the reſolution; 

| Ayes, 208; Noes, 48; Majority, 160. 

It was alſo moved and reſolved, | 

« That towards making good the ſupply granted to his Majeſty 
« there be iſſued and applied the ſum of 420, oool. of the money 
« now remaining in the Exchequer, being the diſpoſeable over- 
plus of the grants for the year 1796.“ 

The Houſe being reſumed, and the order of the day for taking 
into farther conſideration the report of the Militia Augmentation 
bill being read, and a motion being made for recommitting the 
bill, . 

Mr. CURWEN roſe and faid—* Senſible of the importance 
and advantage of unanimity at this momentous crifis, nothing but 
the ſtrongeſt ſenſe of duty ſhould compel me to hazard a ſtep which 
might intercept it. If Minitters are equally fincere in their wiſhes 
to preſerve the general concurrence of opinion which has hitherto 
prevailed, it is incumbent upon them to give ſuch information as 
may juſtify this Houſe, and reconcile the nation to the burden and 
inconvenience which muſt reſult from the meaſures now under con- 
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at had ſideration. Sir, in my humble opinion, it would have been wiſe 
: my FA politic in Miniſters to have commenced their proceedings by 
ed fully and fairly laying before the Houſe the information on which 
, ta Ie Majeſty's gracious communication of the threatened invaſion is 
i and founded: every war for the laſt century has had its bug-bear of 
to be invaſion. The preſent has been abundantly prolific in idle threats 
nancial BB and gaſconade, but I have yet to learn that one ſtep towards the 
cen u esccution of them has ever been taken In what does this mani- 
om ie f tegation to invade the country differ from former ones that have been 
at pr announced to us? Is it in a renewal of idle threats, or in actual 
" * Preparations ? If the latter, they are eaſily explained. To eſtimate 
"I the danger by what is required to guard us againſt it, I could 
in 109 ſearcely rate it too highly; and yet if ſuch really be the caſe, is it 
d up Meitner probable or even poſſible that Miniſters would riſk the 

* ſafety of the nation on a cad declaration of opinion, which has 


naiſed neither alarm nor energy in the country ? Has the right 
Vo. I A a | 
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honourable gentieman's ſyſtem been ſo free of deception as to pr. 
clude diſtruſt in the breaſts of thoſe, who have neither confidence ng 
opinion of him? If the right honourable gentleman wiſhes for th 
concurrence of this fide of the houſe, tis not on the ſcore of cons, 
dence, but on à fair and candid explanation of his meaſures he en 
have it. Tt the danger be real, there can be but one ſentiment ; t 
be freed from fuch calamity (tor an invaſion would be a great ca} 
mitv, however much it might end to our v iſhes, no merit a 
too great: what io likciy to rouſe the people as fully to infra 
them of the extent and magnitude of the danger; whence, tha 
this backwardnefs of the Miniſter to a ſtep, by which every tlg 
is to be gained, and- nothing loft? Is there any thing fo likelry 
deter our enemies from ſo raſh an enterprize, as knowing the ar 
dour and energy with which the country is prepared to meet it: 
Sir, in oppoling your leaving the chair, I with t take ifitic un 
the right honourable oentlema an, on the reality of the danger; i 
that ſhould be eftablithed, I ſhould. tcel it y duty to go to * 
length which might be required. I am ſenßble, Sir, by ©: 97 
what co hes under ſo fpecions a form as the preſent kd S ( F 
I expoſe myſelf to much _— and miſrepreſentation. That 
ſhall not however deter me from doing my duty. Enemy as I mn 
to the ſyſtem of confidence, I 2m aware many occaſions may voce 
to juſtify this Houſe granting it, upon the reſponſibility of Mini 
ters. But what is there upon the prefent occafion which entitl 
Miniſters to afi., or ſkouid induce this Houſe to grant it? Th 
providing for our internal ſecurity, in which every man has ſo det 
a ſtake, would, in my humble opinion, be moſt effectually promt 
by the moſt public avowal of the grounds on which Miniſters a. 
Am I to conſider the danger as io imminent that it would be Is 
Zardous to intruſt the country with the full extent of it? - muſt ye 
learn it by degrees, to prevent the effects of ſudden panic and det 
pondency : — little do they know the character of Engliſhmen, who 
would argue thus. Let the danger be as great as it may, the ſpuil 
and exertion of the country will rife ſuperior to it. If this dos 
not produce full explanation from Miniſters, I ſhall feel warranted 
in ſuppoſing that invaſion is only 2 pretence to arm them with! 
power for purpoſes, the policy of which, might be much que 
tioned both in and out of this Houſe. Sir, I hope we ſhall ge 
vern ourſelves by gocd old maxims, and ofe that prudent caution 
and diſtruſt that were the characteriſties of former Parliaments 
and ſpurn that blind ſyſtem of unmeaſured confidenee which b 
plunged us into our preſent calamitous ſituation — a confidence i 
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xerciſed by the laſt Parliament, as to go to eſtabliſh in and out 
pf this Houſe, the ſupport of the Minit fier and his meaſurcs, as 
ne criterion of attachment to the Conſtitution itſelf. In the 
ndſt of our misfortunes we have reaſon to rejoiee that the ſeaſon of 
al infatuation is 
ready felt. ble he could 
w longer procced with his ſyſtem, has 5772 every principle 


ncarly at an end; the henefictal conf! CCUENCES are 
The right honmralle gentleman, ſen! 


upon which the war has been continued; 224 th 


ere is NAW no 
ſtenſible ground for with inn from us the bleſſings of peace. 
Should our hoves be fruſtrated, I truſt to our enemies alone will 
ne miſeries winch muſt enſue. woos f. 


umitance: it V I] e the duty 


* imputable ch Cir- 


of cyery man to the bot of his abi- 


ines to concur in ſecuring the ſtate, which J log bf for in the ſpirit 


| emplax ments be 


pf the cot watrv. alone, 


i TMIQUTA 


not in the ability or meaſures of the right 
lc centleman. Sir, in a meaſure that is to inipaſe fo 
Peavy a cha: ge upon the country, ought we to have nothing be- 
Fre us to direct our judgement * Is the demand of the Miniſter 
0 jutiity us to the public f The extent of preparation ſhould ſearce- 

exulate the meaſure of defence. An honourable Baronet terms 
this a hf meaſure ; ; ſuch I cannot conſider it, was it even the com- 
menecment inſtead of the fourth year of the moſt expenſive war 
tis country was ever engaged in. Can any man conſider a burden 
f three millions as nothing, and that excluſive of all taxes which 
may be requiſite to carry on the war, ſoutd it he forced upon us? 
Can the taxing fo large a budy of the pcop'e from their uſeful 
received as a meaſure of no hardthip ? 
wyſclf perfectly unable to diſcover by what ſtandard the honour- 
able Baronet makes his eſumate; not ſurely by his own ability and 
readinels to contribute to the burdens ; that would be a mode 
tat would ſuit but few. 


C 
' 
1 


If he wiſhes to know the real fituation of 
the country, let him look to the middling and lower elaſſes of the 
people, for there he can only learn it. Have they made no ſaeri- 
tees? would to Cod that was the caſe !--that our duty may com- 
pcl us to impoſe yet farther burdens, but let the noceflity pro- 
cced to juitify us and reconeile the country; 
Which ve grant, ſhew we feel and regret what it is out of our power 
0 prevent. what may be the for- 
wardnets or extent x prep: arations carr, ing on in ee if any 
ſuch there be, that cceuſions the preſent alarm, I am under the 
nceflity of formin; my cpinion of thc probability of ſuch an 
event from the relative ſituation of the two countrics, now and at 
the time when we were ſuppoſed to be in a ſtate of ſuch perfect ſe- 
cuity, J am fully aware the fact may be contrary to all reaſoning 
A 2 
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upon it—if ſo, it is more neceſſary than ever that Miniſters ſhoul 
be explicit. Sir, the right honourable Secretary, when he ratet 
our ſecurity ſo highly, attributed much of it to the ſpirit at 
loyalty with which the country had come forward and armed itfelt 
I am not to be told the preſent additional force is rendered neve. 
fary from any abatement of that ſpirit ; on the contrary, Sir, | 
think there is juſt ground to rate it higher than at any former period, 
The juſtice, policy, and neceſſity of the war was doubted by many— 
an intereſt forcign to that of the people was ſuppoſed the rel 
grounds of the war ; ſuch opinions are not applicable at the preſent 
moment; if we are forced to contend, it is for our exiftenc<-— but one 
ſentiment and feeling can animate the nation. I beg the House 
to revert to the ſituation of the country, when we were ſtated as {6 


completely ſecure from all danger of invaſion ; the two Houſes di 


Parliament had come to a reſolution that a traitorous plot and con. 
ſpiracy exiſted in the country—the alarm was general— Could am 
ſeaſon have been fo flattering to our enemies, if they even ſeriouſy 
entertained an idea of invading us, or been ſo formidable to our. 
ſelves, when the exiſtence of England and its Conſtitution wa 
repreſented as not the cauſe of every Engliſhman ? Ignorant a 
the conſpirators, men rated them by their fears and prejudices; 
To keep alive this alarm, no little pains were taken; a few months 
however afforded the country much ſatisfaction and comfort, and 
added greatly to its ſecurity alſo, in my opinion; repeated and 
ſolemn trials negatived the plot, and abſolved the country from 
the foul imputation: by this event our enemies were fully unde- 
ceived if they ever hoped to find ſupport amongſt ourſclves. The 
contemptible light indecd in which Miniſters were placed was not 
likely to inſpire great reſpe& or fear of them in our enemics, 
They could, however, entertain no doubt that every arm would be 
raiſed to oppole them ; if ſuch a ſeaſon was not profited of by our 
enemies, not dreaded by our rulers, what have we now to fear 
The American war produced ſtrong oppoſition in this Houſe — fil 
more powerful on the part of the people What does this moment 
preſent, a phenomenon in politics never before ſeen—a Miniſter 
fill guides the helm, who has proved himſelf unable to direct the 
power of the country with vigour or effect, whoſe meaſures have 
heaped upon us diſaſters and diſgrace ; a Miniſter who has im 
poſed burdens beyond all former Miniſters — whoſe innovations 
upon the Conſtitution threaten its exiſtence — who has nailed up 
the mbuths of a beſt majority of the nation, and eſtabliſhed trĩumpł- 
wy the /z/tem of barracks, in every part of the kingdom, and yeh 


Sir, his Majeſty confides—the nation is paſſive—and thoſe n 
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his Houſe who have neither confidence nor opinion of him do 
ot wiſh to embarraſs his meaſures. Sir, do our well-grounded 
opes of ſecurity reſt here? No. Have the glorious achievements 
f our Navy contributed nothing to our ſafety? Is the bravery, 
he unparralleled ſkill and exertions of our gallant ſeamen, an empty 
nd barren theme of praiſe, and calculated only to flatter our na- 
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xriod * No — His Majeſty tells us, with a pride on which every 
roglimman ſhares, that, with few exceptions, we have been able 
to confine our enemies to their ports; what has happened to occa- 
jon this ſad reverſe that we muſt now tremble for our ſafety? I 
profeſs, Sir, this is a myſtery I cannot comprehend. What was 
the ſituation of France when our boaſted ſceurity was fo great? 
France was in poſſeſſion of Holland and the Netherlands; the 
Emperor's armies were driven into the heart of Germany; our 
brave troops were expelled out of Holland, and after ſurmounting 
many dangers and difficulties, found an hoſpitable afylum in Ha- 
nover. Spain and Sardinia had every thing to fear —our bea 
ing friend Pruſſia, had become the ally of France the Elector of 


ant of Hanover had made his peace alſo with the Republic - the internal 
dice; Neommotions of France had in a great meaſure ſubſided. In ſuch a 
onths BF fituation of power on the part of France, England repreſented as 


, and {WW diſtracted and divided with factions, could any thing offer ſo fair a 
and proſpect of ſucceſs; and yet our enemies, awed by the unſurmount- 
from able difficultics of the project, contented themſelves with threatening 


us. To the hardſhips of ſcarcity has ſucceeded the bleſſings of 
plenty ; under all our ſufferings we enjoy many comforts ; the 
great preparations of the preſent campaign on the Continent have 
ended without procuring to Fr:nce any additional advantages; on 


unde- 

The 
as not 
> MICs, 


uld be che contrary, ſhe appears leſs able to hazard an attack againſt us 
our ow, than at the concluſion of the laſt campaign. Our own fitu- 
fear? Nation ſeems to have every thing to deter and diſcourage our enemies 
—fiill from ſuch an attempt. With ſuch a view of the ſubject, J can ſee 
oment nothing to juſtify my belief of the danger, and I cannot but con- 


iniſter Wider this meaſure as applicable to other purpoſes. Is it, Sir, to 
c the enable Miniſters to proceed with their ſyſtem of conqueſts in the 
have JW Weſt Indies? If it be, I have no heſitation in ſaying, I would 


s im ot grant a man for that ſervice. If our navy be not yet on a 
ations footing to deſtroy and annihilate the trade of our enemies, render 
-d pit ſo; great as our expences have been for that purpoſe, no one will 
umph-regret or with to narrow theſe exertions. Sir, if we are compelled ' 
d yet, J continue tne war— union and .exertion is the duty of all; I 
oſe in Would relinquiſh for the preſent, endeavours to re, ſecure, and; 


W:ional feeling? Was our navy ever ſo numerous at any former 
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preſcrve the Conſtitution we are born to—and bend all our force ty 
obtain a ſccure and laſting peace, the bleſſing of which would he 
in my opinion, ineffectual to reſtore che country to happineſs gal 
proſperity, if unattended with great and radical reforms. Sir, i 
it be made out to me, that, contrary to all rational ſuppoſition, tie 
danger is real, I thall not object to the propoſitions of the right 
honourable gentleman, becauſe they ſeem a copy of what he ha 
beſtowed ſo much eloquence to reprobate ; I ſhall not object to then 
as veſting in the Crown ſuch great additional powers, nor ſhall [ 
fear putting arms into the hands of the peeple. If the danger be 
real, I am as diſpoſed as any genileman in the Houſe to grant every 
thing that can be fairly required ; but till convinced of that, I ſhall 
think my ſelf juſtiſied in giving my oppoſition to the whole plan be- 
fore us. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T ſaid, that it was far from his intenticns 
to detgin the Houſe from manifeſting that diſpoſition which they 
would certainly feel upon the preſent occaſion, to act up to that 
ſolemn pledge which they had given on a former night, to negle} 
no meaſure to prevent or to repel the danger to which the country 
was expoſed from the threatened invaſion. Ile thought that every 
man in the houſe, and even the honourable gentleman who {pok: 
laſt, when they gave this aſſurance in an addreſs preſented tu the 
Throne by the unanimous vote of the Houſe, did not conſider it 
as mere words of form, but that there could have been nothin: 
more pointed, more definitive, and more fincere than the ida 
which this atlurance conveyed, What had occurred ſince this 
pledge was given he was at a loſs to know. He believed it was 
the firſt time in the liſtory of the country, when danger from an 
external foe was announced in the ſpecch from the Throne, that 


Ca 
the ſubject had been made the matter of parliamentary detail. On 5 
the former cvcning the Houſe ſeemed to be ſcuſible of the impotil- 

bility of His Majcity's Miniſters communicating to the public tie Mat 


provis of the exiitence of the danger of which they might be in p. 
poſſeſñnon. Every pertun ſeemed to be ſatisfied with the atſurance 


. 
which was then given, that Government was in poſſeſſion of di- » 
euments to warrant His Majeſty in making ſuch a communication tl 
in his gracious ſpeceh; and after the communication had been mage 2 
from ſuch a quarter, he did nat expect its authority would have ot 
been queſtioned, nur was it conveyed in the language of coldneſ * 
or indiflerence, They had been told by thoſe in a reſponſible fi i 
tuation that Miniſters knew cnough, from intelligence to which u WM 2; 
gave credit, to render it necefizry for them to apprize tile county Þ 
of its danger, and to call upon it to cxert its means of defense n 


2 
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A tight honourable friend of his (Mr. Secretary Dundas), who was 
abſent from illneſs on this evening, had ſtated his conviction, that 


from the ſtatement which he had heard of the actual preparations 


I Le tek ˙ 


18 which were making in France, apparently for the purpoſc of inva- 
] fl 5 2 . > - 

* ding this country, that there was juſt ground of alarm, and that the 
þo neceſſity of adopting meaſures for our internal defence was extreme- 
e Nas 5 


Iv preſſing. Was this the language of coldneſs or indiſſerence, 


TY much leſs of heſitation and doubt? If any thing had been wanting 
all | to convince him of the reality of the danger, every thing which 
14 had occurred from that day to this, ſtrengthened his apprehenſions. 
7 At preſent he neither felt it ſafe nor practicable to enter into any 
Mall detail of the ſources of his information; and after what he had ad- 
a hs ranced he would not inſult the feelings of the Houſe fo far as to 
: enter into any argument upon the ſubjet. But after what he 
Ou knew reſpecting the preparations which were making for putting 
they the deſign into cxecution, he would have confidered himſelf as 
tha guilty of the higheſt crime againſt his Sovereign and the country, 
_ MI negleRed to call upon Parliament to exerciſe its wiſdom in 
aug Bl deviling thoſe meaſures which might tend to avert the threatened at- 
erh tempt, or to turn it to the ruin and confulion of the enemy. 
en In the fincere conviction of his heart, he felt it as a ſacred and 
e important duty to call on the country to negle& no exertion by 
©" © WJ which it could add to its ſecurity. He had, from the firſt public 
70 avowal of it, thought the danger real and great, and fuch as requi- 
T* red every precaution in our power; and in conſequence of every 
e :cceflible information he had fince been able to obtain, his origi- 
sau apprehenfions of the danger of an invaſion were not only con- 
= firmed, but increaſed ; and he could not, therefore, too earneſtly 
, that an on the country to provide by every means in its power, for the 
54 moſt ſpeedy counteraction and effectual defence. 
* 1 But however ſatisfaQory this declaration might be to the Houſe 
eier large, there were ſome gentlemen to whom he knew it would 
be 1n be ineffectual, "Thoſe ſeemed to have the diſpoſition to conſider 
000" if erery danger, however ſerious to the country, as nothing more 
f 0 than a falſe alarm raiſed by Government, — The honourable gen- 
att tleman who had juſt ſat down, partook of this diſpoſition, and 
pi endeavoured, by detailing a number of inſtances, to impreſs his 
as opinion on the Houſe, and perſuade them that the preſent WAS (like 
I, other former caſes) a mere falſe alarm. From thoſe inſtances 
my which the honourable gentleman had given, he for his cwn part 
1 oy ad not feel much: they could not alter the expreſſed ſenſe of the 
IF Houſe, or falſify the fact which nine tenths of the people ack- 
eee, ; 


nowledged, and which was recognized by the recent declarations 
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of Parliament. It was ſomewhat ſingular, and indeed inexplicabl, 
that the honourable gentleman ſhould promiſe to believe the exi{ 
tence of danger if evidence was laid before the Houſe, an. Yet 
refuſe to believe it on the evidence which had formerly been given, 
and which was ſatisfadlory to the Houſe at large, and ſeemed v 
be ſo then to the honourable gentleman. Whatever the hong. 
able gentleman might take upon him to ſay of the mind of the py. 
ple, he would not agree to take him as a ſample of the public oi. 
nion, though the honourable gentleman founded his complaint c 
the admiſſion that the country was attached to the Government, 
The Houſe would judge of the honourable gentleman's motives; 
he had called for a detailed proof of a matter announced from the 
Throne —and which never was announced from the Throne with. 
out ſufficient grounds —and had deſired the Houſe to ſhew a dif. 
truſt of the aſſertions in the ſpecch from the Throne, at the md} 
imminent riſk and hazard to themſelves, a diſtruſt which had ne 
ver yet been ſhewn by our anceſtors. He concluded with ſaying, 
that his belief of the ſpirit and public zeal of the Houſe made him 
feel, that he ſhould but inſult them if he took up more of their 
time, or detained them any farther from ſhewing the genuine loy- 
alty, zeal, and attachment to the Conſtitution which they had al- 
ready evinced, in their unanimous addreſs to His Majeſty. 

Mr. FOX. „ rife to make ſome obſervations upon th: 
doctrines that have fallen from the right honourable gentleman 
who has juſt ſat down; doarines, which if they be true, we had 
better do that in words, which the preſent Adminiſtration hau 
been conſtantly doing in actions; we had better declare that the 
Conſtitution of the country is only good for praiſe and for orator 
cal flouriſh, but that it is not proper for a ſtate of warfare ; we 
had better ſay that when Miniſters have brought the country into 
peril, that peril is a ſufficient ground for confidence in them, and 
that when they have involved us in difficulty and danger, it is the 
buſineſs of the people to ſurrender all their vigilance, to repol: 
complete faith in them, or in other words, to ſuſpend the Conft- 
tution, and to make the Government of the country an armel 
Monarchy. We are told that it is enough for the King to tell 
that a danger exiſts, and for us to declare that if it.cxiſts, we vil 
put the country in a ſituation to reſiſt it; we are told, I ſay, tha 
it is enough for us to pledge ourſelves at once to ſuch bills as theſe; 
bills which impoſe upon the people greater pecuniary burdens that 
any that were ever impoſed for any purpoſe of Government ; thi 
however we are informed we muſt do, or forfeit our pledge to tit 


King. Sir, the Speech of the King, I ſhall always conſider, and 


= ell us there is a danger of an invaſion ; I may be willing for a 
* ime to ſuſpend any inquiry into the cauſes that have involved us in 

Ne his difficulty and diſgrace. I may be willing to ſuſpend for a time 
Ven : 


i inquiry into the conduct of thoſe who have brought us into the 
anger; but muſt I not know what it is? Muſt the mere bring- 
ny us into danger be of itſelf a ſuffieient claim to confidence? For 
ne, I am of opinion that from external cauſes there is no particu- 
ar apyrehenſion of an invaſion; but fiill more am I of opinion, 
hat if, under the pretence of ſtrengchening the country, Miniſters 
aro one doing as they have formerly done, ſtrengthening themſelves 
14 their principles; if they are expreſſing their apprehenſions of 
danger only to produce this effect, why then J ſhould heſitate whe- 
ther [ would apply anv remedy at all—but even ſhould the danger 
really exiſt, I fhould hieſitate much before I applied ſuch a remedy 
s this, We are not, Sir, fo young in the Houſe as to imagine 
that, becauſe we approve of the Speech from the Throne, we 
pee ourſelves to all the meaſures witch the Miniſter may think 
oper to adopt, or that the vote we came to, upon the firſt day 
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* pf this ſeſſion, bound us to paſs ſuch bills as theſe. With reſ- 
* ect to the bills, I ſee ſome parts of them more objectionable in 
id al- 


their prineiple and proviſions than others. Sir, the calling upon 
% many men in the country the putting them under martial law, 
and under officers of the Crown, without thoſe ſafeguards which 
are contained in the old militia ads, and at a time when the erec- 
Win of barracks all over the country evinces the ſyſtem of ſepara- 


1 the 
eman 


e had 


= ting the foldiery from the people, and according to the ingenious 
- : reaſoning of ſome gentlemen, making the ſoldiers deaf if the peo- 
-atort- 


ple cannot be made dumb; Sir, the doing theſe things is a grie- 
vous hardſhip and oppreſſion. It is no light thing to make the 
people imbibe military notions and military prejudices under offi- 
cers of the Crown, without any of thoſe checks and guards, 
which, I repeat it, are contained in the former regulations relative 


; ve 
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* t the militia. It has lately been too much the faſhion to forget 
00 J old prejudices and old principles : Sir, I have no difficulty, much 
as the term has been ridiculed, in confeſſing myſelf an alarmiſt— 
c 


| am alarmed at the ſituation of the country ] believe that there 
e vi is faction in it, whoſe with and endeavour are to increaſe the 
£ that power of the Crown, at the expence of the liberties of the people. 
thele; -I believed it in common, once, wich thoſe who are now converts 
S that from that belief; who think now that Miniſters, whoſe meaſures 
; thi they formerly fo reprobated, are fo ſatiated with power, ſo glutted 
to the vi prronage and emoluments, as to have loſt all thoſe marks and 
er, and Sol. 1. Bb 
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t is uſual ſo to conſider it, as the Speech of the Miniſters. They 
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features that rendered them the objeRs of their former dread any 
deteſtation. I am not one of theſe, I am not one who think thy 
the |: ffer evi: is—and, good God! what is this letter evil? —the fox 
of the liberties and rights of the people being loſt in the power d 
the Crown! wich theſe feelings about me, can I. he brought u 
think that raiſing fuch a force, as that propoſed by the bill, is not: 
moſt alarming circumſtance, to which nothing ſhort of the neceſſy 
of riſking every thing, could poſſibly reconcile me? And now: 
word or two on the bills themſelves; and firſt, with reſpect to the 
preſent bill, by which men are to be raiſed in the different pariſh 
Without entering into the policy of the bill, I muſt contend tha 
the general burden will be very conſiderable. Do I mean to con. 
tend by this that burdens ought not to be impoſed in times of dif. 
| heulty and peril? By no means; but if we are now to provid 
againſt an exiſting danger, we are not to provide againſt a gere. 
ral danger, but againſt a ſpecitic danger of an invaſion of Gres 
Britain by the enemy. Such is my opinion. Why then, I i, 
it does give me no good idea of the preſent Miniſters, when I ſe 
them always bring forward falſe pretences. When I ſee them, 
under theſe bills, providing that the different pariſnes ſhall rai 
men, not for the ſpecific purpoſe of reſiſting an invaſion, but f 
general military purpoſes ; when I ſee this, I muſt think that th 
real motive of the meaſure is not for domeſtic ſervice, but tor th 
purpoſe of carrying on offenſive war abroad ; and in this opinion 
I am a goud dal influenced by what fell from a right honourabe 
gentlemen high in office. I do not like to quote the words ot an 
perſon in his abſence, but, Sir, words that drop from Miniſters at 
not in the nature of expreſſions from common men ; they come 
with authority and in an official ſhape. I cannot forget that rigit 
honourable gentleman's ſpeech on a former night, when he fail 
that the preſent plan was highly eligible, inaſmuch as it would ent 
ble His Majeſty's Miniiters to proſecute the war abroad. If thi 
be the fact, I would adviſe gentlemen not to be fo active in the 
approbation of the meaſure. Do not be ſo impatient, as the riylt 
hon»urable genileman has recommended to you, in your teltin® 
nies of ſupport. You will have opportunities enuw of votin 
hundreds, thouſands, and millions, I have no doubt, for carryily 
on offenſive war abroad. This, therefore, is what I complain of: 
and J cannot help thinking the preſent alarm with reſpect to im- 
fion, to be one of thoſe pretences which Miniſters do not belies, 
but which «!: ey bring forward in order to get ſtrength for purpoſe 
which they do not chuſe to ſtate. The bill for the raiſing a fore 
of cavalry is objectionable in all its ſhapes. If an invaſion vo 
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ertain, I ſhould object to it as impracticable and tyrannica!, and 
ending to lay ſuch enormous taxes upon the people, as are al- 
Wnt intolerable. And at what period are we called upon for ſych 
es Before the Miniſter has opened what is uſually called his 
Nocdget. 

Wien J conſider the conveſation that has paſſed to-day, and 
e exceſs that has occurred in our expenditure, have I not ample 
aſon to ſuppoſe that we ſhall in the enſuing budget be called 
pon to bear burdens equally heavy, at leaft with any that have 
een laid upon us in the former years of the war? When to thoſe 
urdens, the burden that will be impoſed upon the country bv 
is bill for the raiſing an additional force of cavalry is added, I 
el that I cannot conſent to it without trying if any other meaſure 


ovice n be adopted leſs oppreſſive in its operation, and equally effectual 
gene. its conſequences. The right honourable gentleman, in recurring 
Gre what fell from my honourable friend (Mr. Curwen,) has alluded 
| fay, 


d what he ſtated reſpecting his diſbelief of the preſent alarm, be- 
auſe all former alarms propagated by Miniſters have been proved 
d be falſe. The right honourable gentleman contends, that that 
iſbelief is againſt evidence, and contrary to the opinion of nine- 
Wnths of the people. Sir, I remember when an inquiry into the 
at the iſtence or non-exiſtence of any cauſe for alarm was demanded, 
or ti: Wt demand was refuſed. Should that inquiry ever be entered 
110100, to, I will maintain, that not only will it be found, no reaſon 
urabi iſted for any alarm, but that Miniſters, when they called out 
zi any © militia, and ſummoned the Parliament in 1792, diſbelieved 
crs e alarm themſelves. Sir, that meaſure of calling out the mi- 
cone ria, and ſummoning the Parliament, will be a meaſure to be de- 
t right bored to the lateſt poſterity. It occaſioned more rivers of blood 
ne fall Bp be ſhed, and more treaſure to be expended, than ever were ſhed 
Id en expended during the reign of that deſpot Louis XIV. On the 
If bg biegt of alarms, a great deal of ingenuity, and I think miſap- 
n ther lied ingenuity, has been exerted on different occaſions. Some 
ie right entlemen were alarmed about the operation of French principles, 
eſtim· d the conſequences that would reſult in this country from the 
voting Wrench: victories. That being mere matter of reaſoning, I have 
arrying ndour enough to believe, that though the danger appeared to me 
lain be very trifling. if any exiſted at all, yet that perſons who en- 
o 1017 rtain*d thoſe apprehenſions were ſincere ; but that is not the alarm 
belicv, e arc ſpeaking of. I am ſpeaking of the calling regiments to the 
urpoſs WWpital, and the fortifying of the Tower, as if an immediate in- 
a force WWrreQtion were apprehended. Since that period, many innodent 
pn weren have been arraigned by His Majeſty's Government for High 
B b 2 
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Treaſon. However certain perſons may be inclined to blame 
the want of diligence in the lawyers, I think no complaint will be 
urged againſt them for not bringing a quantum of evidence, an 
that too of dates contiderably remote. Yet though theſe lawyer 
had acceſs to all the ſources of Government—though they ranſack 
ed and rummaged all the records poſſeſſed by Adminiftration, ye 
they never produced a ſingle proof {I do not fay to fatisfy them. 
ſelves) yet they never produced a fingle proof to ſatisfy the jury, ti 
when the Tower was fortified, any of thoſe deſperate traitors enter. 
tained ſuch projects of inſurrection as thoſe that have been allude 
to. I did not think that I ſhould have been under the neceſlity d 
entering into theſe particulars this day ; but when the right honuu: 
able gentleman ſays that our beliet is contrary to the belief of ning. 
tenths of the people, it becomes incumbent upon me to maintain, 
that no ſolid ground of alarm exiſted at the time when theſe ext 
ordinary precautions were taken. I wiſh gentlemen to refer to the 
trials for high treaſon— I wiſh gentlemen to read them, and tel 
me if they find the ſlighteſt trace of that inſurreRion, aſlected t 
be fo much dreaded in December 1792. Upon theſe trials ſom 
have expreſſed an opinion that they are the diſgrace of the count 
others have faid that they contribute to its honour. Strange as i 
may ſeem, I agree in both thoſe opinions — I think that they werf 
diſgraceful 

Mr. YORKE here faid, that he was obliged to call the right ts 
nourable gentleman to order, as he conccived he had wandered tron 
the queſtion, and if that latitude of diſcuſſion were indulged, tt 
preſent queſtion would not be decided that night. 

The SPEAKER faid, that he conceived Mr. Fox to be pericd; 
in order. He oppoſed the re commitment of the preſent bill, uper 
the ground that the alarm of an invaſion had been raiſed upon fat 
pretences; a propoſition which he illuſtrated by recurring to the hi. 


tory of former alarms. He admitted, however, that he was rata: 
too particular upon ſome of theſe points; but he did not conſidu n 
himſelf as called upon to interrupt him. 1 

Mr. FOX in continuation [ am not quite ſatisfied with th 0 
mode in which I was called to order. We have not yet im bibel [ 
ſuch a deteſtation of equality, as not to have ſome regard for imp it 


tiality, and we have not yet eſtabliſhed the cuſtom of deciding! a 
a hammer or a bell at what particular hour the debate ſhall be c- 1 
ſed, however it may ſometimes be finiſhed by a clamour for ii 
queſtion. I ſhould not have alluded to the trials, had not an alli 
ſion been rendered neceſſary by what fell from the right honourab 
gentleman oppoſite to me. Our belief of the alarms is ſaid to" 
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lame contrary to the opinion of nine-tenths of the people -] do not think 
in de o; but if it were contrary to the belief not only of nine tenths, 
„ and but of nine hundred and ninety- nine out of a thouſand, I ſhould 
wyen ſtill be equally inclined to declare my opinion; but I ſhould augur 
afack very ill indeed of the people, if I thought that they could reſiſt 
n, ye ſuch evidence as was adduced upon the trials. Perhaps I flatter my- 
them- ſeif that I am not in ſuch a minority as the right honourable gentle- 
7, tit man ſuppoſes. What I am in this Houſe, I know not. What 


enter. [ am in the country, I am equally ignorant ef ; but I do know, 
Hude that if I ſpeak of that part of the country which I am beſt ac- 
Giry of quainted with, I have the good fortune to agree in opinion with 
ondü. a decided majority. When I was called to order, I was obſerving, 
nine that there was no ground for the original alarm in the year 1792. 
1ntain, ] was going to remark upon thoſc trials, that the profecution of in- 
extra. nocent men was diſgraceful to the country, and their acquittal ho- 
- to the nourable. How comes it that ſo many were acquitted ? becauſe 
ind tel ſo many were proſecuted who ought not to have been proſecuted. 
ned ue Sorry I am, that I ſhall frequently have occation to offend the ho- 
s {ome nourable gentleman who called me to order, if recurring to paſt ae- 
hun; tions, in order to form my opinion of the future, be againſt the 
e as i etabliſhed rules of the Houſe. The country, I allow, is in a fi- 
y wen tuation of great difficulty, in a ſituation of danger, crucl danger, 


but not fo much from any apprehenſion of an invafion on the part 

icht ba of the enemy; it is ina ſtate of peril from which there is no way 
ed fron WF fo extricate it, but by a retroſpective view of the meaſures of Mi- 
ed, tit niſters, and a judicial examination of their conduct. I have ſta- 
a ted that the bills are doubtful meaſures, even ſuppoſing extraordi- 


xericdl nary mcaſures to be neceſſary. In 1794, after the great arming 
1, upon of the country, we were told that the force then embodied was ſuf- 
pon fal hcieat to reſiſt any invaſion that might be attempted. What is the 
the hi ſituation of the country now ? an honourable friend of mine ſtates 


1s rather 
conſda moſt others, I perfectly agree with him, if he means that there is 
in the country a general love for the Conſtitution ; I have no doubt 


with te of it ; the people are univerſally well affeged to the Conſtitution, 
im bibel believe; but that they are more attached to the Conſtitution as 
r impal it is now, than as it was at the commencement of the war, I can- 
ding h not allow. I cannot believe that I am one of thoſe 8 o, ooo incor- 
1 be c "igible jacobins, whom nothing can reconcile to the monarchy of 
- for i this country; fo far from thinking their number to be ſo formida- 
an ally ble, I believe that it will be difficult to find one of that deſcription, 
our But if thoſe be incorrigible jacobins who deteſt the meaſures of His 


aid to K Majeſty's Miniſters, who are of opinion that their conduct has tar- 


that it is in a ſtate of great internal quiet. In this opinion, as in 
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niſhed the glory of the country, and that they have conducted pu. 
fillanimouſly a conteſt which they raſhly and unjuſtly commence 
— who think that not only an inquiry into their conduct is indiſpen. 
ſable, but that a reform is abſolutely neceſſary, in order to prevent 
the country from being curſed with ſuch Miniſters as the preſent, it 
any ſuch can ever curſe the country—if theſe are the incorrig ble ja. 

cobins, I am glad to hear that they amount to 80,000. I wih 
they med to eight millions. The right honourable gentleman, 
who ſtates that there is ſo much neceſſity for going into the commit. 
tee, does not diſdain, however, to give us ſome information. Hz 
ſays, that his apprehenſions of the danger of an invaſion are in. 

creaſed lately; and he ſaid this in ſo emphatic a way, that I, far 
one, do not wiſh to preſs an oppolition to the meaſure. If the 
Miniſter really thinks that there is any danger of an invaſion, [ 
will not object to ſome increaſe of the militia force ; but even in 
that caſe, I will only ſuſpend my inquiry into the cauſes that have 
brought us into this danger. The right honourable gentleman, 
however, muſt be aware, that if an invaſion 4s likely to be at- 
tempted in England, one ſyſtem of meaſures will be necefſary, 
which will not apply, if the invaſion is likely to be attempted in 
another part. Let the Miniſter ſtate this, in order that the means 
may be adapted to the exigence. Suppoſe, for example, that Ja- 
maica was in danger of bcing invaded, you would hardly think it 
neceſſary to adopt any precaution in Great Britain; the ſame ob- 
ſervation will apply to parts nearer home. If any other part of 
the Britiſh territories is in danger, the meaſures calculated to repel 


that danger ought to be applied to that part, which is conceived to 


be particularly menaced. In obſerving upon the ſpeech of my 
honourable friend, the right honourable gentleman ſaid, with 2 
kind of triumphant air, that he admitted the general ſupport of the 
people to the Government. I heard diſtinctly what my honourable 
friend ſaid, and I conceived him to expreſs his opinion, not that 
there was a general ſupport of the meaſures of His Majeſty's Mi- 
niſters throughout the country, but a general indifference ; whether 
this is the ſame thing, I leave to the right honourable gentleman to 
decide. He muſt know that his only chance of ſupport is from 
the indifference and lethargy of the country, and from their natural 
conſequence and ignorance. 

Such kind of ſupport, however, as this, can hardly, I ſhould 
think, be as cordial and ſatisfactory to his feelings, as that which 
is the reſult of judgement and the effect of deliberation. When | 
conſider the baſis upon which the Conſtitution ſtands, I confeſs that 
1 conſider this indifference as an alarming ſymptom. I hope i 
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does not exiſt to any great extent; for ſure J am, that the beſt ſe- 


* curity againſt an invaſion will conſiſt, not in the indifference of the 
den. country, but in its zeal, its firmneſs, and its unanimity. I under- 
vent ſtand the right honourable gentleman to ſay that there is a real dan- 
t, it ger; a miſerable aſſertion this, by the way, for the Houſe to pro- 
C ja cceed upon without more ſubſtantial evidence; but, however, the 
wiſh danger we are told is real. That ſuch is the caſe, is matter of ſerious 
nan, concern. Of the ultimate ifſue of any attempt at an invaſion, I am 
mit. as ſanguine as His Majeſty's Speech expreſſes; but I ſhall be more 

He fanguine, in proportion as I fee the people leſs indifferent to the 

in- Conſtitution, as the Miniſter found it not as he has made it. With 
for reſpect to the bill in queſtion, in conſequence of the declaration of 
the the right honourable gentleman, I ſhall not object to the recommit- 
1, [ ment of it ; but unleſs it be materially altered in the Committee, 
n in I cannot conſent to the paſſing of it, becauſe I do not think that it 
have contains remedies adequate to the evil. The meaſure, as far as I 
nan, have been able to learn, creates much alarm. I think it liable to 
e at- objections, and I feel that I ſhould not do my duty if I did not ſtate 
Tary, thoſe objections. The other bills appear to be defective in principle, 
d in and I cannot ſee any amendments that can reconcile me to them. 
jeans One word more. The right honourable gentleman ſays, that a 
t Ja- great danger threatens us. I agree wich him in calling upon the 
nk it people to reſiſt an invaſion on the part of France. Reſiſt it, 1 ſay, 
e ob- with all your might. Be unanimous in your exertions: be vigorous 
rt of in your efforts: draw your purſes freely: contribute your perſonal 


repel labours chearfully. But when TI call upon the people to repel any 
ed to attempt that may be made by France, I alſo call upon them not to 


" my be ſo alarmed at the danger as not to adopt ſuch meaſures afterwards 
ith 2 as may make the ſtruggle benificial to themſelves. Let them not 
f the ſtruggle againſt France, only to yield to the artifices of the preſent 


rable Miniſters. My advice to them is, © Be vigilant againſt the French, 
that be vigilant alſo againſt the Miniſter of this country, who has brought 


; Mi- you into this ſituation of danger. Beware, that while you take 
\ether meaſures to prevent your becoming a prey to the French, you do 
an t0 not become a prey to the Miniſter ! I ſay be vigilant againſt domeſtic 
from as well as your foreign enemies; but learn to diſtinguiſh who your 
atural WJ domeſtic enemics are; you have been in proſperity, you now feel 


adverſity. Judge not by the aſſertions of thoſe who have robbed you 
hould of your rights! Judge not by their comments! Judge not upon pre- 
which ſumptive evidence; but judge by your own good ſenſe ! reflect upon 
hen | your condition ! conſider how you were brought into it! the ſitua- 
ſs that don of your finance muſt ſhew you that it is paradoxical indeed, if 
zope it could have been brought into it without confiderable errors (to 


2 
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uſe the ſafteſt word) on the part of Miniſters, for I with to pet 
tenderly even of them in the preſent conjuncture. I hope you wil 
judge, not from the aſſertion of thoſe who brought you into the a, 
lamities you now feel; but that you will attend a little to the ſent. 
ments of thoſe who oppoſed them in their mad carcer. I hope ya 
have not quite forgotten the calamitics which the American vn 
brought upon you, and which you would not have ſuffered to an 
thing like the extent you did, had you not given to Miniſters con. 
dence which they did not deſerve. But it ſeems we who oppoſe Mi. 
niiters are not a tenth of the nation be it fo; then Miniſters car 
not complain that we have been any material impediment t 
them. This is their artifice, and I think I underſtand it pray 
clearly ; it has been always the trick of Governments whoſe pr. 
ceedings are unjuſt and fooliſh, to ſay, our meaſures were wiſe, but 
they were thwarted in much of their efficacy by oppoſition. | 
Hope the public will not be the dupes of that artifice any longs, 
I hope they will diſcriminate between their domeſtic enemics ard 
their domeſtic friends, and that they will not ſuffer their affairs v 
remain in that paradoxical ſtate which was ſometime ago ſtated, that 
Miniſters by their mifcondu may have brovght the country int 
ſuch a ſtate of danger, as to require that the people ſhould continæ 
to give them confidence, in order to prevent public ruin. Loc 
at the ſituation of the country. We ſtate the danger, while other 
give their confidence to Miniſters, whoſe conduct brings it on, an 
whoſe plans are the moſt inſane that ever entered into the mind d 
man. Some may think that by a firange reverſe of reaſon, that 
the ſame cauſes which conducted us to the brink of ruin, may ui 
timately lcad us to ſafety— That folly and wickedneſs will in tim 
have the ſame eſſect as wiſdom and. virtue; as it has been ſaid th 
ſome animals can counteract their venom, by the repetition of thel 
own ſtinging. We muſt look for ſome ſuch fabulous .remgdy i 
our misfortunes, if we give Miniſters more confidenee ; for it is to 
much to expect any relief from maxims of truth, if ſuch is to i 
our ſyſtem.” 
Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that. he did not riſe again with a 
intention to diſcuſs the trite topics on which the right honourabt 
gentleman had thought proper to dwell ſo long. Abundant oc 
lions, and thoſe more ſeaſonable than the preſent, would doubtld 
occur for touching on thoſe points which gentlemen on the oth 
ſide were fo frequently anxious to introduce. There were 1 
points only to which he wiſhed to advert: the firſt was, the inte 
pretation given by the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Fox), # 
what had fallen from an honuurahle friend of his (Mr. Curve 
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peat Arne latter gentleman was ſuppoſed by him to ſay, that the only 


I pport and countenance which Miniſters received from the coun- 
e , aroſe from the ſtate of indifference and ſupineneſs into which 
ſent. e people ſeemed to be lulled. He had certainly conceived his 
e YOu eaning to be very different; but whatever miſunderſtanding might 
1 wat ave ariſen upon this, he would lcave to the gentleman himſelf to 
) an edifr. The ſecond point to which he could not avoid referring, 


con. was of much greater importance, as connected with the reality of the 
e Mi Wncer which theſe kingdom? had to apprehend from an invaſion | 


cat. by the enemy. Upon this ſubject, he was anxious to be fully un- 
nt 1 WWcrſtood, not ſpeaking of what muſt be the final iflue of ſuch an en- 
prot erprize, which he, however, hoped, could not remain long unde- 
e pm. ided; but whether there was good reaſon to apprehend that ſuch 
e, but in attempt was actually meditated. He, therefore, again repeated 


n. | liſtinctly and ſeriouſly, that the aſſurances already given of thoſe 
Ong, eſigns being entertained, had ſince been confirmed by ſubſequent 
ant oformation. It could not be expected from him to make any ex- 
airs i plicit avowal of the quarter from which that information came —it 
d, mrs ſufficient ſor him to ſtate, that the danger was real and ſerious. 
in et unleſs the information could be ſuppoſed to come from the par- 
mine ies themſdves, who meditated theſe enterpriſes and deviſed the 
Loa ans, it would be in vain to inquire, whether the attack was in- 
other ended againſt this iſland in particular, or againſt a more remote 
n, an! art of His Majeſty's dominions: what points might be ſelected for 
10d A iserñons, and what for the ſcenes of more important operations, 
1, tia Were not properly at this time the objects of public inquiry. We 
Way ul uſt be prepared at all quarters, and ready to meet and repel the 
in time WW-ncer wherever it preſented itſelf. The danger he knew to be ſe- 
id tut lous and alarming enough, to make us look on every fide for ſe- 
of ther Wuricy. But it was not in foreign and very diſtant parts of our poſ- 
1gdy IN lh, that we were perhaps ſo much to dread the attack, as nearet 
it is wiome; for he would take it on him to ſay, and he had very good 
s to eaſons for the aſſertion, that the enemy's views were fixed on parts 
f His Majeſty's European dominions little inferior in importance 
vith VE the iſland we inhabit. 
nou Mr. CURWEN affured the right honourable gentleman, that 
1t 0c ce was wholly miſtaken in his view of what he had advanced. He 
Joubtld no means aſſerted that the people of this country gave any general 
1e oth pport or confidence to the Miniſter, but were fatally lulled into 
ere e ſame ſupineneſs and indifference to public meaſures, the fatal 
he ine nſequences of which were felt ſeverely during the American war. 
Fox), WM: had lamented the ſupineneſs of the people, but he did not quote 
Jurwel ein indifference as a proof of their ſecurity. Though the infor» 
VOI. I. Ce 
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mation he had obtained, reſpecting the reality of the danger, wy 
not ſufficient to convince him of its exiſtence, or juſtify the cxtr, 
ordinary meaſures now propoſed, he would nevertheleſs not pet. 
vere in his oppoſition, after the declaration which had been mi 
by the right honourable gentleman. But at the ſame time, he c 
ſidered that he had a right to receive ſome information of a cena! 
nature as to the extent of the cnemy's hoſtile preparations, as a gui 
to his vote on this important cccaſion. He ſhould not fed a 
he had done lis 2 if he did not make thoſe inquiries which! 
had ſuggeſted. He peruſcd the King's ſpecch with reſpect ; butk 
did not conceive 5 any intimation aN it migꝑlit cemtain ought 
to weaken that conſtant attention which they ow al to the intereſisc 
their conſtituents, or annivilate tne inquititorial ſunctions of tx 


Houſe. 
Sir JAMES PULTENEY ſaid, that as it ſeemed to be agil 
on by all ſides, that in cafe of an invaſion, every poſſible cxerin 
ſhould be made to raiſe land forces to protect us from the calamity 
that muſt attend ſuch a deſcent, he could not but think the gene 
apprehenſion entertained of ſuch being the intention of the enemy, : 
ſufficient reaſon for our taking every meaſure to defeat it. I Tower 
remote the danger may appear at this moment, it might not be tit 
leſs real. He profeſſed himſelf to be acquainted with the genen 
opinions of perſons of ſome conſideration in France, and throug 
their means, as far as could be expected, with the diſpoſitions all 
and the views of thoſe who held the reins of power. It was tri 
that a formidable invaſion could not take place without much pre 
vious preparations ; but it was equally true, that effectually to def 
ſuch deſigns, preparation on our part was neceſſary to furniſh tle 
means of oppoſing them. Some time muſt be conſumed in railing 
fufficient body of men, and a farcher time was required to mait 
them acquainted with diſcipline, and to furniſh them with arms 
He thought that we could have no doubt with reſpect to the danger) 
if we but attended to the habitual diſpoſition of the enemy, 20 
particularly of thoſe who were now at the head of the French Gs 
vernment. But we are told they have no army now in readinesl 
enable them to hazard ſuch an attempt—as if they could not raiſe 
army to realize their intention as foon, and ſooner than we can, 
defeat it. Is it not probable that they can bring well-difciplind 
armics to attack us? Should not we therefore prepare a well - dict 
plined army to reſiſt them ? But this could not be the work of! 
day. We ſhould alſo conſider the extent of coaſt now poſſeſſed if 
the enemy, and the number of ſhips they have every where ſeiz 
or bought up, to facilitate, nay, to inſure their means of invalid 
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hat conſideration would convince us, that we require a longer 
me to prepare for reſiſtance, than they for an attack. Can pru- 
nee, therefore, permit us to loſe a moment? On the other hand, 
as the power of France ever more formidable? When was any 
cular Government capable of ſuch exertions as they lately have 
ide? No! not even that of Louis XIV. When to this, we 
1d the confideration, that the internal commotions in La Vendee, 
d other parts, are now whol'y ſuppreſſed, may we not eqlily ſup- 
ple, that in a ſhort time, they would be able to raiſe in that quar— 
r a very formidable forcer When all theſe views of the buſineſs 
ſhed or his mind, he confeſſed, that he was inclined to agree 
ith an honourable Baronet, who (11d, that the meaſure propofed 
as an iniuffieient one, and that it ſhould have propoſed nearly a 
uble force, effeQually to ſecure the country from fo great and 
arming a danger. 

Mr. FOX was dcfirous to know, at what time the report was 
ely to be made, as that was the opportunity which he withed to 
ke for its diſcuſtton * 

Mr. Chancellor PITT fad, that under the impreſſion he had 
the danger, he thought it his duty to preſs the progreſs of the 
Il with all the rapidity of which ſuch a meaſure was ſuſceptible, 
en though it ſhould' be incorrect in ſome of its proviſions. He 
uſt, therefore, feel averſe to any very minute diſeuſſions of any 
irticular points for the preſent, leaving powers for alteration of 
y of the proviſions, by means of a ſhort bill any time in the 
purſe of the ſeſſion. If, therefore, no particular difficulty oe- 
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* red, he thould recommend to have the report agreed to, and the 
lik 2 ” | 

ON Il to be read a third time to-morrow, or, at fartheſt, on the day 
rang! 


lowing. In reſpect to the game-keepers, he obſerved, that the 
poſition which that Avon met with in the minds of fome gen- 
men aroſe from a miſapprehenſion, that all thoſe perſons who 
ceived deputations ſhould be called out and kept at conſtant ex- 
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Ns G cite, The contrary, however, was the fact, for the expreſs de- 
. ()- ; ? 
mg za of calling upon them was, that they might be employed with 
inc's . 
_ vantag2 in ;haraſſing an enemy, and that they were capable of 
t ra1lcal | 


ming a corps whoſe acquaintance with arms already rendered 
nining in a great meaſure unnecetfary, Upon the whole they 
Wd require leſs reſtraint thin any others, nor ſhould they be 
led on till the danger appeared ſo imminen! and preſling, that 
d Engliſhman would hefitate a moment to come forward to re- 
t it. 

Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, that nothing which the right bonour- 
le gen lernan had now ſaid could remove his objections to that. 
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clauſe, and he gave notice that he would pive it every oppoſition\ 
his power. 

The motion for the Speaker's leaving the chair was then py 

and carried, when the Houte went into a Committee on the bil, 
Mr. Hobart in the chair. 
Mr. Chancellor PITT ſuggeſted, that as ſome wealthy indiii. 
duals or bodies might be induced to exert themſclves and raiſe vg 
lunteers nearly equal to the numbers propoſed to be raiſed by thi 
bill, he ſhould, with a view to ſtimulate ſuch exertions, prope 
an additional clauſe, which was accordingly moved and adopted, t 
this effect, © That in any caſe where meaſures might be taken, 
within any county to raiſe any number of volunteers, ſuch nume 
ſhould be deducted from that propoſed to be raifed by this aq, 
within' fuch county; and if two thirds of the ſaid number haul 
be thus raiſcd before the day © ballot, that His Majeſty in C on. 
cil ſhould have a power to adjourn the ballot for ſuch time as t 
His Majeſty ſhould appear proper, to give farther opportunity u 
complete the quota, as volunteers. 

He then moved another clauſe, which was alſo adopted, giving 
power to alter or repeal this act, it judged adviſcable, during th 
preſent ſeſſion of Parliament. This, he obſerved, woeutd give a 
opportunity to gentlemen to move au alterations they thought pm 
per, at a future period, if the act hould appear to contain, from 
the rapidity with which it had paſſed through that Houſe, any gries 
ance which gught to be redreſſed. 

The bill, with amendments, and the additional clauſes, palled 
through the Committee; and the Houſe being reſumed, Mr. Hr. 
bart reported the bill with amendments, when it was moved, and 
ordered, that the report be received to-morrow. 

The Houſe adjourned. 


Tueſday, I/ November. 


The following were the gentlemen choſen by ballo*, to try th 
merits of the Petition preſented by Mr. Tie1ney, comp'aining d 
an undue return for the Borough of Southwark, 


T. Grenville, Efq. Chairman. 


G. Pocock, Eſq. M. G. Lewis, Eſq. 
C. Atkinſon, Eſq. Lord Belgrave. 

E. G. Sutherland, Eſq. Sir John Frederick. 

E, W, Bootle, Eig. Sir Edward Kna:chhull, 


Honourable T. Bridgeman. 3 Wild, Eſq. 
T. D. Tyrrwhytt, Eig. C. Pelham, Eſq. 


Samuel Whitbread, . 
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ONS 
ion b The fallowing gentlemen were appointed a Committee to try the 
W merits of the Petition complaining of an undue return for the Bo- 
n 2 rough of Malmſbury . 
e bill Sir James Stuart Denham, Chairman, 
Sir, C. W. Rous B-ughton Mark Pringle, Efq. 
ndivi. William Gore Layton, Eſq. oſeph Holden Strutt, Eſq. 
fe w William Manning, Eſq. dward Burrows, Eſq. 
w thi William Moreland, Eſq. Evan —_—_—_ Eſq. 
Y Ull The Hon. E. Pierrepoint. William Wilberforce Bird, Eſq. 
rope Andrew Foley, Eſq. Miles Peter Andrews, Eſq. 
ted, 9 


Thomas Manners Sutton, Eſq. 9 
taken, J. Fordyce, Eſq. Nominees. 
umber 


The call of the Houſe was extended to Thurſday. 


The report of the Committee of Ways and Means being 
Cam brought up, 
1 Mr. FO reſtated his arguments againſt the proportions of the 


nity v intereſt to the capital in the terms on which the pavy bills were to 

; be funded in the different claſſes; to which the Chancellor of the 
giving 

ine th amendment. 
29 


The report of the Committee on the bill for augmenting the Mi- 


Nee u 

at pro litia was brought up. 

„ from On the clauſe propoſing that the operation of the bill ſhould con- 
glier tinue during the preſent war, and for three callendar months after 


its coneluſion, 


ſhould be continued not only during the whole of the war, but 
d, ani chree months after its concluſion. It was probable that the war 
might ſtill be protracted long after any alarm of invaſion had ceaſed. 
This bill was only intended to ſecure the country from the dangers 
of invaſion. He ſhould therefore propoſe that the bill ſnould only 
continue in force two months after the meeting of next ſeſſion of 
try th Parliament, 
ning d Mr. Chancellor PITT replied, that when once the men had 
been trained for twenty days, the hardſhip with reſpect to them 
ceaſed. It cord be no inconvenienee to retain them on the footing 
propoſed by the bills. To keep them, when once balloted, in readi- 
neſs to be called out in caſe of emergency during the continuance of 


the war, might, however, be a ſource of additional ſtrength and 


confidence to the country. If, contrary to the ſuppoſition of the 
honourable gentleman, a caſe of actual danger ſhould ariſe after the 
period at which he propoſed to diſband them, ſome meaſure muſt 


be taken, either to continue their ſervices for a longer time, or have , 


[ 


. Sos 


Exchequer replied ; and the report was then agreed to, with the 


Mr. SHERIDAN faid, that he ſaw no reaſon why the bill 
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recourſe to a new enrolment, and on either ſuppoſition there might 
be ſome degree of difficulty and delay. 

Mr. FOX faid, that at leaſt he ſaw no reaſon why their ſervie: 
ſhould be continued for ſo long a period as three months after the 
concluſion of the war; all apprehenſions of danger, and, conſe. 
quently, the neceſſity for keeping them on foot, might ſurely be 
obviated within a ſhorter time. | 

Mr. Chancellor PITT agreed that the ſpace of three months 
was not abſolutely neceſſary, and that a period of one month might 
be ſufficient for every purpoſe of ſecurity. The amendment of one 
month was accordingly adopted. 

On the clauſe allowing men with a certain number of children to 
act as ſubſtitutes, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid that this clauſe was framed on the 
ſame principle as the clauſe inſerted in the bill, taking away from 
men who had children their former privilege to be exempted from 
the ballot to ſerve as militia men. The emergency of the caſe, and 
the extent of the ſervice, ſeemed in both inſtances to require that 
no exemption ſhould be made. 

Mr. SHERIDAN remarked that in conſequence of this clauſe, 
a man might be tempted to forſake the habits of ſober honeſty, to 
accept the bounty to ſerve as a ſubſtitute, and abandon his children 
to the care of the pariſh. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT replied that ſuch a cafe could ſcarcely 
occur under the operation of the preſent bill. Firſt, the man was 


only to be abſent from his family for twenty days, during the period 


he was to be trained, and it could hardly be ſuppoſed 1 that within 
ſo ſhort a time his habits ſhould be completely depraved, and his 
natural affections extinguiſhed. Sccondly, the pay he would re- 

ceive during thoſe twenty days was nearly adequate to the rate of 
labour, and the additional bounty would enable him to make an 
adequate provition for the family during his abſence. 

Mr. SHERIDAN aſked, what was the operation of the bill? 
Were not the men liable to be calted out and embodied in a ſtate of 
imminent danger; and fo long as the war continued, what ſecurity 
had they that they ſhould not every moment be taken from their oe- 
cupations, and ſcparated from their families? 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, there was a diſtinction which he 
would recommend to the honourable gentleman's notice, When 
we had taken the proper means of precaution, and arranged our plan 
of defence, on the firft intelligence of danger, the neceſſary force 
could be collected. It was proper that force ſhould be kept in rea- 
dineſs, but it by no means followed that it ſhould be always in 
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action. We ought not to confound the neceſſity of providing againſt 
the danger, and the neceſſity of ſubjecting the additional corps that 
were raiſed to act in caſe of emergency, to the ſtricinels of conſtant 
and unremitting duty. 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, he found from this qualification of the 
right honourable gentleman, that he did not conſider the preſent ſi- 
tuation of the country as a ſtate of imminent danger; and fo far he 
weakened his own argument. / 

After a few words from Sir W. YOUNG, Mr. BURDEN, 
Mr. YORKE, and Mr. BAKER, the clauſe paſſed without any 
amendment. 

Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, that he now came forward with a pro- 
poſition which he would ſtate in as few words as poſſible. His ob- 
ject was to move an amendment in the bill, for the purpoſe of 
doing awav a diſtinction which he conceived to be odious and unjuſt. 
It was one of thoſe diſtinctions, however, which he could wiſh to 
be done away rather gradually and quietly than by any clamour of 
debate. The diſtinction to which he alluded was excluding perſons 
from a ſhare in the deſenee of their country, in conſequence of a 
difference of religious opinion. In the oath taken by thoſe who 
ſerved in the militia, they were required to ſwear that they were 
proteſtants. This, he remarked, was an excluſion of Roman Ca- 
tholies inconſiſtent with the liberality of the preſent age. It was 
more pariicularly inconſiſtent in a war carricd on for the re-eſtabliſh- 
ment of the Roman Catholic religion in France, and in the proſe- 
eution of whioeh we had been fo intimately connected with Roman 
Catholic allics, We ought to recolle& how many individuals of 
that dufeription there were in Ireland, whom it was the policy of 
Miniſters to conciliats. There could be no doubt that Roman Ca- 
tholics would tight as bravely and as zcaloufly in defence of the pre- 
{ent ſyſtem us any other claſs of ſubjects. He remarked that the 
ncecſſuy of this oath would operate particularly hard on Roman Ca- 
tholic gamek cpers ; and concluded with moving the amendment, 


That the words Mould be ſtruck out of the oath—** I do ſwear that 
I am a Proteſlant.“ 


The SPEAKER informed Mr. Sheridan that it was then too 
late to introduce an amendment, as all the amendments had previ- 


ouſly been gone through, but that he would have an opportunity on 
the third reading of the bill. 
The bill was ordered to be read a third time to-morrow, if then 
engrofied, | 
The report of the Cavalry bill was brought up. 
Mr, Chancatioe PIT TI ſaid he had confalced ſome genclemen, 
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who thought it would be more convenient if in the diſcuſſion thi 

bill was divided; he ſhould therefore move that it might be recom. 
mrtted for that purpoſe : he by no means, however, meant to reli. 
quiſh that part which related to the gamekeepers. 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, that the right honourable gentleman ha 
anticipated what was his intention. He meant to move that the 
bill ſhould be recommitted, in order td divide it into two parts; 2 
the right honourable Chancellor of the Exchequer was convinced 
the ptopriety of this diviſton, he did not deſpair to perſuade himy 
abandon altogether that part which related to the gamekeepers. Hz 
affirmed, that the clauſes were ſo full of errors, as to be quite unin. 
telligible, and incapable of being corrected. 

An inſtruction was then moved, That the Committee ſhould be 
empowered to divide the bill into two parts, and the Houſe reſolve 
itſelf into the Committee. 

The Committee then went through the bill, on which a goa 
deal of converſation tock place upon ti e clauſes, between the Chan. 
cellor of the Exchequer, Mr. Fox, Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Curvwer, 
Sir W. Milner, Mr. Biddulph, Lord Stanley, &c. &c. 

Upon the clauſe reſpecting the quantum of contribution to be 
furniſhed by different perſons in different places, 

Mr. Alderman COMBE faid, he did not riſe merely to oppok 
the principle of the bill, though this was certainly very exception- 
able; but he roſe to propoſe an amendment which ſhould embrac: 
and fecure the privileges of the city of London. For that city he 
had the honour to be choſen a repreſentative, and he ſincerely wiſhed 
to reſpect, and inaſmuch as he could, fupport thoſe privileges and 
rights, which he was ſorry to fay had for ſometime paſt been by 
ſome neglected, and by others materially invaded. Not long finer 
certain meaſures had no ſooner been agitated by the friends of tie 
Minifter in the city, than a certain party had agreed to them. 
When the navy volunteer meaſure was propofed, the late Member 
for the city ſupported it with amazing conſtancy. Indeed, all tir 
endeavours of Miniſters to affeſs and disfranchiſe the citizens of 
London had, for many years paſt, been but too ſucceſsful. & 
much was this the cafe, that a particular meaſure was no ſoonet 
propoſed than, as certainly as the ſhadow followed the ſubſtance, it 
met the acquieſcence of ſome too credulous citizens. But acquict 
cence in the paſt inſtances would not be to him a guide in his oondud 
on this, or on any future occafion. A dangerous influence had, 
he knew, been long predominant in the public councils of his fellow 
citizens, and this influence did not a little characteriſe the clauſc 0 
the preſent bill, to which his obhjection ſhould be directed. Th 
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lauſe eſſentially affected the chartered rights of the city of London, 
ind therefore it was that he ſhould now propoſe the inſertion of the 
ords © except the city of London, and its liberties,” to follow 
he words © the kingdom of Great Britain, &c. 

Mr. Alderman LUSHING TON, after ſeconding this motion, 
ſaid, that no man, he was ſure, could reſpect, no man be more ſo- 
Jicitous to preſerve the rights and privileges of his conſtituents, the 
itizens of London, than himſelf. On the preſent occafion he cer- 
ainly agreed with his honeurable colleague in the exception he had 
ſo juſtly taken to the particular clauſe in queſtion, 

The LORD MAYOR roſe to expreſs his acquieſcence in thoſe 
ſentiments of his honourable colleagues, which had been ſo warmly 
xpreſſed with regard to the ſacredneſs of thoſe rights for which the 
itizens had often ſacrificed much, and to which they had been con- 
Fitutionally attached. But though in theſc ſentiments he could fully 
gree, he at the ſame time ſaw no juſt reaſon why the citizens of the 
metropolis ſhould be exempted from ſuch contributions as might be 
found neceſſary to place the country in a reſpectable ſtate of defence. 
hat there exiſted great and immediate danger of invaſion he did 
not doubt ; and therefore it was that he thought the city of London 
and its liberties ſhould not be more particularly excepted on the pre- 
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abr roughout the kingdom. He would, therefore, if the Committee 


ere agreeable, prepare and propoſe a clauſe, which he had no 


ity h 
wh doubt would fully anſwer every purpoſe of the amendment that had 
es and n juſt propoſed by his honourable colleague. 


Mr. Alderman ANDERSON ſaid, that he held in his hand a 
lauſe, which he meant to propoſe to the Committee, and which 
Would, he did not at all doubt, anſwer all the purpoſes of that ſug- 
peſted by Mr. Combe. 

After ſome explanation from Alderman Combe, and a few words 
from the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. Fox, Alderman An- 
lerfon, &e. it was agreed that a clauſe ſhould be inſerted, with a 
provilion, ſecuring the privileges of the city of London; and the 
amendment was Withdrawn. 

The Commirtee proceeded to go through the different clauſes, at 
he end of which the Lord Mayor brought up another clauſe, to fave 
he city of Lon-lon from being affected in any of its ancient rights 
nd privileges by the precccent of the preſent bill, which being 
gre! to, the Houſe reſumed, and the report of the bill was or- 
wed te be received to metrow. ; ah 
Mr. Chanccller PITT chen ſaid, he propoſed bringing forward 
e bill relative te gamckeepers, ſeparate from the other which the 
oule had to gat been difculling in the Committee. He intend- 
Vor. I. Dd 
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ed it to he read a firſt and ſecond time, and committed to-morox. 
He therefore moved, „That leave be given to bring in a til 
to enable His Majeſty to require the military ſervices of perſoꝶ 
therein deſcribed, to be embodied in caſe of neceflity.” Grants, 

The Houſe adjourned. 


Wedneſday, 2d November. 


Mr. RYDER, in a Committee on the Corn Importation bil 
gave notice, that it was his intention to move, that ſome inſtru. 
tions relative to damaged wheat ſhould be referred to the conſiders 
tion of the Committee. In conſequence of the vaſt quantity d 
corn imported, a conſiderable part of it had remained ſo long © 
hand, that it had in a great meaſure become unfit for bread ; bu 
it was underſtood, that it might be applied to another beneficial pur. 
poſe—he meant a proper uſe of it in diſtilleries, particularly as an 
article of great utility in fattening hogs, which formed an object u 
much conſumption throughout the kingdom. The loſs of the c. 
maged wheat would necedſarily bear hard upon the proprietors of it 
and alſo on the public; and to remedy this, it was his idea to ap- 
ply to particular purpoſes that part of the corn, which, though ng 
exactly calculated for making bread, would be found highly bene. 
ficial in the diſtilleries. It would be nceeſſary to examine the wher 
which was in a damaged ſtate, and uſe that quantity which, on! 
proper inquiry by the commiſſioners of the exciſe, might be deemel 
fit. He ſhould therefore propoſe, that the Chairman do _ 
progreſs, and move the Houſe to fit again. Progreſs was accor!- 

ingly reported ; and it was agreed, that the Committee ſhould tak 
the ſubject into farther conſideration to-morrow. 

The LORD MAYOR gave notice, that he intended, after 
the receſs, which he underitood was fhortly to take place, to ſub- 
mit to the conſideration of the Houſe, certain regulations, which 
had for their object the more completely aſcertaining the aſſize & 
bread. The laws of aſſize, as they ſtood at that moment, were 
not adequate to the end for which they were inſtituted. He had, 
in his public ſituation as a Magiſtrate, many opportunities of vit. 
neſſing their inefficacy ; and had made them, for a conſiderable 
time paſt, the ſubject of jus inveſtigation. He had, in that pu- 
ſuit, received the moſt zealous ſupport from his brethren, who had 
with the greateſt care looked into the deficiencies complained 0 
and joined moſt earneſtly with him in pointing out proviſions which 
might in a great meaſure go to remedy thoſe deficiencies. Tt wi 
his wiſh to meet with the concurrence of the Magiſtrates of the di: 
ferent counties, who might, in the interval of "ths adjournment, 
inquire into the evil, and come forward in ſupport of ſo defirat's 
an object. Gentlemen would, during that period, have ti: ' 
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urn the ſubject in their thoughts, and make every neceſſary inveſ- 
igation. 
frer the receſs, ſubmit to the conſideration of the Houſe, certain 
egulations which went to amend the exiſting laws of the aſſize of 


He therefore gave notice, that he ſhould, immediately 


Mr. ABBOT faid, that in conſequence of the notice which he 


ad given ſome few days ago, but which the courſe of buſineſs before 


ie Houſe had then prevented from taking effect, he would now beg 


eave to call the attention of the Houtfe to a ſubje& which he con- 
ei ved to be of great public importance; the preſent defeFive Nate of 
be promulgaticn of the Statutes. 


Sir, at the cloſe of the laſt Parliament, this grievance was point- 


d out in the Report of a Committee upon the temporary laws: 


d the notoriety of the grievance is ſuch, that I believe I necd ap- 


deal to no other proof of its exiſtence than the experience of every 
nan within and without thoſe walls, whoſe fituation in life has at 
ny time, in any degree, engaged him in the adminiſtration of juſtice. 
The plain fact is this; that the Magiſtrates, who are entruſted 


it the execution of the laws, have not any correct and ſpeedy 


neans of knowing the laws which they arc required to enforce ; 
nd His Majeſty's ſubjects in general are expoſed to the hazard of 


olving laws of which they have no direct communication what- 
er. 
With regard, Sir, to the cauſes by which the evil exiſts, moſt 
rtainly no preſent blame is perſonally imputable any where. The 
uth is, that the evil has come upon us by the change of cuſtoms 
hich naturally belongs to a change of times; and when the older 
lage of proclaiming Statutes by the Sheriff was ſuſpended by the 
troduction of printing, we can only wonder, that our anceſtors 
id not at that æra ſubſtitute ſome better method of promulgation 
the very means of which they had acquired the facility. But, 
ir, no ſuch ſtep was then taken; and the grievance has ſince 
own gradually, with the annual multiplication of our Statutes, to 
ch a magnitude as demands an immediate and effectual remedy. 
That an adequate remedy ſhould be given, the qignity of Par- 
ment rcFuire, and its wiſdom will undoubtedly provide. At the 
me time, however, if an apprehenſion ſhould be entertaincd by 
y gentleman, that purpoſes like theſe, in times like theſe, ought 
de limited by conſiderations of ceconomy, I believe I may ven- 
re to alledge, that means will probably be found arifing out of the 
rangement of the buſineſs, and cut of the very improvement of 
e preſent ſyſtem, which may furniſh an effeQual diſtribution upon 
icale of very conſiderable extent, even without enhancing the 
D d 2 . 


- 


* - - —_— 
my F * 
L A 4 > — 1 
—— — — — 
= 1 9 2 5 
= — . - -=- 


— 


» — ena i] 
Sad 5 


8 


ware mill 
ws 


Ee w ² ;Äů Load a a 
— — * - 


n 


| 

} 

is 

T6 

1 

$1 
| 


N D — 
_ 1 4 Kt 2 3 N —  — 
COT WT Ong ny Ea 


$ * yeh. 2 N 
ä 


* 


=, 2 3 
nnr * 2 PE fs, 
= ED I A ab cal 
„ —— 2 _ : 1 1 ol 


£4 


„ Pg — * — 
- 2 * 2 
pu, Ps. --> —_ _ 3 —— * MAT hee — . 
Ng a A — 
vw <4 e „ % ” N N * — ba TO OI” 2 2 * wa >» 
- * * 4 * % A . a o — 
8 % r ; * _ ya 
_ | . : 2 - > — — 
1 8 . as : - — — — — - : * 
2 1 1 YE — — — — —— — 4 BY 
8 4 * + — —x — 2 — I 9 - 
— £ —— SS 4 ne — 8 - 22 — 
. a — — 8 - 1 >= — — — — — th — 
4 op... — Son - 4 n 2 


204 PARLIAMENTARY [ Comm, 


public expenditure in any degree whatever. What that arram. 
ment may be, through what channels the promulgation may; 
beſt carried, and to what objects it may be beſt directed, I ſha 
conceive to be the proper province of a Committee to inquire. ) 
that Committee, ſuch data may be collected, and ſuch obſervating 
upon the materials before them may be prepared for the uſe of it 
Houſe, as may enable it afterwards to form a maturer judgemet 
upon the whole queſtion. And ultimately I cannot doubt, but thy 
Parliament will give to our laws, that which has been ſo long a 
ſo greatly wanting, an expeditious, extenſive, and effectual pub. 
licity. 

He then moved, That a Committee might be appointed 
conſider of the moſt effectual mode of promulgating the Statutes d 
the realm, and to report the ſame, with their obfervations, to th 
Houſe.” 

Mr. WILBERFORCE ſaid, that it was with great pleaſur 
he ſeconded the motion of his honourable friend. The evil allul 
e1 to was, he knew, one of confiderable magnitude. Tt was dig 
felt, and ought therefore to be inſtantly remedied. This, he kner 
the Magiſtrates were ill able to do; it therefore peculiarly became 
that Houſe, to inſtitute ſuch an inquiry as had been moved for h 
the learned gentleman. Magiſtrates had, he was aware, often ben 
called upon to execute laws, of which, in the words of the honor: 
able mover, they knew nothing, not even their exiſtence. Bu 
the truth of this, was no proof of either the incapacity or inattentiy 
of Magiſtrates, It was a proof only of that growth and accumt 
lation of evils in this cafe fo juſtly complained of. He was conk 
dent that there did not preſide in any country a more honeſt, lit: 
ral, and enlightened hody of men than the Magiſtrates of Gret 
Britain. But it was impoſſible, that even poſſeſſing theſe great 
good qualities, they could know the extent and proviſions of a lan 
the utmoſt range of which had perhaps puzzled the Courts of King 
Bench, Exchequer, and Common Pleas. Mr. Wilberforce pal 
ſome handſome compliments to Mr. Abbott; he ſaid, if great an 
cultivated talents, it benevolence of nature, if ſuperior ingenulth 
could entitle the ſuggeſtions of one man more than thoſe of anotit 
to peculiar attention, he was ſure the honourable mover would be! 
diſtinguiſhed. To form and arrange the means of promulguitf 
the Statutes of the realm, Mr. Wilberforce thought his lea 
friend fully competent. It was for this reaſon that he had felt! 
pride in ſeconding the preſent motion, and he ſincerely thanked tt 
honourable gentleman for bringing forward a ſubje& which had 
its object ſuch great national advantage. 
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The motion was agreed to, and the following Select Committee 
was named : 


The Maſter of the Rolls Mr. Bramſter 
The Attorney General Mr. Mainwaring 
The Solicitor General Mr. Bankes 

The Lord Advocate of Scotland Mr. Hobart 


Mr. Serjeant Adair Mr. I. Hawkins Browne 
Sir William Scott Mr. Wilberforce 
Mr. Powys Mr. Abbot. 


The bill for funding the navy bills was read a firſt time. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that as it might be found conve- 
nient for the Houſe to adjourn for ſome days, perhaps it would be 
proper to diſcharge the orders for ſuch election petitions as ſtood fixed 
fr any day between the 1oth and 24th of November ; he ſhould 
therefore move that the orders for the conſideration of ſuch petitions 
be diſcharged. Agreed to. 

Accordingly the order for taking into conſideration the petitions 
from Leominſter, Melbourne Port, and Tregony, were ſeverally 
diſcharged and renewed. Leominſter, Thurſday the 24th---Mel- 
bourne Port, Monday the 29th of November; and Tregony, 
Thurſday the 1ſt of December. 

The Militia Augmentation bill was brought up, and the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer moved a clauſe to allow a proviſion to be 
made, at the diſcretion of the Magiſtrates, for the families of thoſe 
who ſerved under this bill, for the twenty days during which they 
were called out to be diſciplined. 

Sir WILLIAM YOUNG faid he had many objections to the 
proviſions made by the at. Many children would neceſſarily be 
thrown on the parithes, which were already heavily encumbered. 
Exemptions might be adopted upon the principle of the old militia 
laws, particularly where the number of ten children ſhould be found 
in a family. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T replicd, that the clauſe which he propoſed 
was of a general nature ; and that, when it was received, the num- 
ber of ten, or any other nuinber of children, might be introduced. 

Sir WILLIAM YOUNG faid, he did not mean to oppoſe the 
clauſe. 

After a few words from Mr. Jolliffe, the Speaker ſubmitted it to 
the right honourable gentleman, whether it would not be more re- 
gular to refer the clauſe, as a pecuniary matter, to the conſideration 
of a Committee of the whole Houſe. | 

Mr. Chancellor PII T having acquieſced, the clauſe was read a 


firſt and ſecond time, and the Houſe went into a Committee of the 
whole Houſe. - 
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The blanks were then filled up, and the clauſe agreed to, repor. 
ed, and received. 

Sir WILLIAM YOUNG roſe to move an amendment. H. 
obſerved, that an exemption had 2!ways taken place in the beſt re. 
gulated States with reſpect to the number of children in à tamily 
The right honourab!= gentleman might ſuppoſe the neceſſity of nx 
extending the exemption to a certain number of children; but be 

egged leave to obſerve, that ſuch a ſuppoſition was a very danger. 
ous mode of arguing, as it went to ſhew the weakneſs of our re. 
ſources. It was a proof that men could-not be eafily found in 4 
kingdom which had eight millions of inhabitants. When a man, 
who had ſeven or eight children, was called out on duty for twenty 
days together, he certainly could not return in the ſame ſtate him. 
ſelf, or even find his family in the ſtate he leſt it; nor could he b- 
conſidered fo valuable a member of ſociety as before. He ſhouli 
therefore move, that the words © nor any poor man having more 
than two children,“ be inſerted. 
— He ſaid, this was an amendment, the adoption of which would 
not, he hoped, be oppoſed by the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
In all countries, in all ages, even from the days of Athenian free- 
dom, to the reign of deſpotiſm in Ruſſia, exceptions had been made 
on occaſions of military levies in favour of the poor man of a large 
family. He indeed relied more on the judgement of the right ho- 
nourable Chancellor of the Exchequer than upon that of any man 
alive; but then he would take upon him to ſay, that gentlemen, 
accuſtomed to fill official ſituations in the country, were better qua- 
lified to judge of the propriety of meaſures, the operation of which 
would be confined entirely to pariſhes. It would be extremely hard 
were the pariſhioners of every pariſh in England to be burdened 
with the children of perſons, whoſe ſervices had been required by 
the country. | / 

Mr. JOLLIFFE concurred in theſe obſervations ; and thought 
that the burden, as the clauſe now ſtood, would be very generally 
and grievouſly felt throughout the kingdom. If it extended to all 

| - men, thoſe of large families might purpoſcly be induced to enter, 
in order to relieve themſelves from the charge of maintaining them. 

Mr. CURWE?TT ſuggeſted the propriety of giving a diſcretionary 
power to Magiſtrates on the ſubje& of this pecuniary relief, as in 
many manufacturing places, children might be able to get their 
own livelihood. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT here propoſed, inſtead of the words 
&« two children,” the inſertion of the words ** three children.” 

Mr. SHERIDAN obſerved, that though he neither agreed with 
the honcurable Baronet nor with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
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on. s to the neceſſity of the meaſure, ſtill he conceived it his duty to 

Woot what appeared to be, to him, the inefficacy of their reſpective 
He n.ondments. The number of children to be allowed to each man, 
re. d Mr. Sheridan, is the object of arrangement, but a word has 
ils, not been ſaid about the ages at which they muſt have arrived to form 
nt ct exceptions. He thought it perfectly adviſeable to make ſome 
t he 


Wimitation relative to the age of the children, who might in ſome 
caſes be grown up, and ſeparated from their parents. 
Mr. Chancellor PITT propoſed, that the amendment ſhould 


include only ſuch children as might be found under ten years of 
"ar, age. Agreed to. 


tired without a diviſion. 


The Houſe then divided upon the amendment of the Chancellor 
f the Exchequer, 

Ayes, 93; Noes, 22. Majority, 71. 

The different amendments were then gone through, and the bill 
cad a third time and paſlcd. 


fit being read, 
General TARLETON obſerved, that as he conceived the 
ountry to be arrived at the moſt critical and awful period of its 
ſtory, and perhaps of its exiſtence, as a free country, as there 
lid not appear to be more than one ſtep to intervene, before we 
I:icended from liberty to ſlavery, he ſhould now claim the indul- 
pence of the Houſe, whilſt he entered his conſcientious and ſolemn 
roteſt againſt the ſyſtem of meaſures then under conſideration. 
Vhen a menaced invaſion is looſely intimated to the Houſe—when 
arge quotas of money or perſonal ſervice are called for—when a 
onſiderable addition is to be made to the army—he thought it 
och the buſineſs and duty of its Members to reſort to the prac- 
ce of their anceſtors in ſimilar ſituations, if fimilar ſituations 
ould be found, In all allufions to hiſtorical facts, he placed him- 
if under the correction of the Houſe, as, undoubtedly, many or 
ot of the honourable gentlemen were more converſant with the 
nals of the country than he could pretend to be. The ſame 
ens of correction extended to any conſequence he ſhould falſely 
educe from the authority of hiſtory. And be profeſſed, that he 

Iadly adverted to the practice of our anceſtors, becauſe upon the 
oſt minute examination he found, that the time, talents, and 

Ibour of our forefathers had been, unlike the practice of the lait 

aliament, directed to the extenſion and not the abridgement of 
perty. In this hiſtorical detail he thought it unneceſſary to dwell 

don the circumſtances in the year 1688, as there was no analogy 


The queſtion was then put on the firſt amendment, and nega- 


The report of the Cavalry bill was brought up, and the firſt part 
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between that and the preſent caſe. On that occaſion a proteſta 
Prince was invited by a large party to paſs over to theſe kingdom 
to dethrone a bigoted and tyrannical king, who wiſhed and attemy. 
ed to overthrow the liberties of the ſubje& both in church and ſtat 
He ſhould therefore paſs over the reigns of William and May 
and Queen Anne, and proceed to the period when the illuftriog 
houſe of Brunſwick mounted the throne of England. Soon aft 
the acceſſion of King George I. when Great Britain enjoyed pn. 
found peace with foreign powers, but when a ſtrong Jacobite pary 
exiſted in this country; when a pretender to the throne. likemi 
exiſted, and inſurrections had commenced in theſe kingdoms: 
His Majefty informed his Parliament on the 1 5th of July, 1715 
« that rebellion was begun at home, and an invaſion threatenel 
from abroad.” Addreſſes were directed to the King the guar 
were encamped in Hyde Park —arrangements were made for the 
defence of the coaſts - and orders were given for raiſing thirteen 
regiments of dragoons and cight of infantry. The whole militan 
force of the kingdom at this period, the new levy included, could 
not be eſtimated at 40,000 men. The death of that deſpyt 
Louis XIV. which happened at this period contributed, not a lit 
to defeat the enterprizc of the Pretender. Again we find, conti 
nued the General, in 1718, his Catholic Maje®.y warmly & 
pouſed the cauſe of the Pretender, and an expedition was fittel 
out in Spain: the command of the flect and army was entruſted tt 
the Duke of Ormond ; who ſailed from Cadiz, and procecded 8 
far as Cape Finiſterre, where his fleet was diſperſed by a ffom. 
His Majeſty communicated to both Houſes the frequent advier 
he had received—they deſired him to augment his forces, whud 
were ſmall, and they would make good the expence. The net 
demonſtration of invaſion took place in 1743. Early in that ve 
it was known in England that a body of trench treops had n. 
ed for that purpoſe to the conſt moſt contiguous to England. undd 
the orders of one of the moſt celebrated offivers of his age, Colt 
Saxe, afterwards Marſhal cf France. On the 15th of rebrut 
George II. ſent a meſſage to both Houſes, intimating ** the a 
&« rival of the Pretender's fon in France; the preparations à 
4 Dunkirk, and the appearance of a French fleet in the Channe!. 
On this occafion, it mult be univerſally acknowledged the fituztid 
of the country was truly alarming. In a time of profound pci e 
when the military force in the kingdom was comparatively ef 
ſmall, the French admiral, ſuppoſing himſelf ſuperior at ſca, ſaile 
from Breſt up the Channel, and anchored off Dungenneſs, in c ne 
to co-operate with the military force diſtributed along the coat d 
France. But in the event Sir John Norris with the Engliili fut 
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made him precipitately retire from the coaſt of England ; and hit. 


ory ſays, « that the coaſt was ſo well guarded that the enter- 
60 prize could not be proſecuted with any probability of ſucceſs.” 
Even in 1945 invaſion would not have been attempted if an im- 
portant diſpatch from the Pretender's party in this kingdom had 
not miſcarried; for in that inſtrument they laid it down as a prin- 
ple not to be dev iated from, that it was neceſſary a large F rench 
army ſhould land in this country, before his adherents ſhould arm 
r aſſemble. The conſequences of that enterprize need not be de- 
failed, therefore, the general ſaid, he ſhould direct the attention 
of the Houſe to the menaces and demonſtration of invaſion held 
put in the year 1756. The threats of the French court, and the 
movements of their troops towards the coaſt, were in fact, pro- 
active of, or chicfly inſtrumental to, the commencement of the 
rar. No embarkation however took place. | 
In the year 1759, when the war with France was conducted 
ich energy and ability, King George II. ſent meſſages to the 
vo Houſes of Parliament by Lord Holderneſs and Mr. Pitt, the il- 
ſuſtrious father of the right honourable gentleman ; ſignifying that his 
ajeſty had received advices of preparations making by the French 
ourt for the invaſion of England; the Militia was then only 
ordered out, although the war had been carried on for ſome years. 
But the adminiſtration of that day wiſely placed.theit chief depen- 
dance on the ſtrength of the navy, for they neither drew any of 
he troops from Germany, nor counteracted the expedition to 
\merica—and a grateful poſterity ſurveys with thankful admira- 
ion, the battle of Minden and the fall of Quebec. The Britiſh 
avy under the conduct of the gallant Hawke ſeconded the wiſe 
diſpoſitions of the Adminiſtration, and a ſevere blow given to the 
French fleet off their own coaſt, produced a glorious termination of 
he threatened invaſion. With reſpe& to the demonſtration made 
n the channel by the combined fleets of France and Spain, in the 
fear 1779, the General ſaid, it was unneceſſary to trouble the 
ouſe: one obſervation he ſhould only make, which was, that the 
xeeutive Power had done well in placing our naval arſenals at 
ortſmouth and Plymouth in a fituation of defence, which raiſed 
hem above any alarm from a coup de main. Of all the menaced 
avalions, therefore, that of 1743 ſeems to have been the moſt 
rmidable, if we look into the beſt authorities upon that ſubjeR, 
dr impartially ſurvey the relative ſituations of the two countries. 
In a time of profound peace Louis XV. ordered a body of vete- 
an troops under the auſpi pices of a juſtiy celebrated general to ad- 


ance to the ſea coaſt. The title to the crown was diſputed—a be- 
Vor. I. "Ma 
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lief of naval ſuperiority was ſo ſtrongly entertained that che French 
Admiral anchored off Dungenneſs. In England the Militia wa 
notembodied, the regular troops were inſignificant, and a powerful pu. 
ty of Jacobites in England correſponded with the enemy, and wx 
ready to co-operate on the moment of invaſion. What is the fity. 
ation of Great Britain, the General ſaid, in the year 1796 
There does nat exiſt, the Houſe is convinced, a Pretender to th 
Throne. We have upwards of too, ooo men at this moment 
embodied within the iſland, and the army, we all know, is wel 
affected to the exiſting Government of the country. We have he. 
fides this regular force, ſome thouſands of volunteer infantry an 
yeomanry cavalry—a deſcription of perſons very unlike thoſe men. 
tioned in laſt night s debate. We have a fleet unequalled in 
numbers, and with pride and pleaſure he boaſted, unequalled in 
gallantry and ſkill, if we even reſorted to the glorious pages of our 
national naval hiſtory. And inſtead of being menaced at a time d 
peace and in an unprepared ſtate, aQivity and preparation per. 
vaded every part of the iſland. In addition to theſe importan; 
advantages we have the affirmation of the right honourable gente. 
man, on the firſt day of the ſeſſion, that the French armies in 
Germany were nearly annihilated. And, although, the Genera 
faid, he could not admit of that aſſertion to its full extent, ye 
he admitted the proſpect of military operations in that quarter had 
undergone a conſiderable change ſince the month of July. At tha 
period, without adverting to the proſperous ſituation of the French 
In Italy, they had two viRorious armies moving forward toward 
Vienna. The armies of Jourdan and Moreau had attained the 
frontiers of Bohemia and Bavaria, and their future operations 
threatened the deſtruction of the Emperor's power in Germany, « 
that he would moſt probably be compelled to accede to pacification 
without conſulting or attending to the intereſts of this country. 

To what cauſes, the ſudden reverſes the French armies expe 
rienced, where to be attributed, the General continued, it ws 
not neceſſary to detail, becauſe fuch a detail had no reference v 
the argument he was then offering to the Houſe: it was ſufficiem n 
to obſerve, that a material alteration had taken place, and to notic 
 eurſorily that one army in its retreat to the Rhine, had been a 
eonſpicuous for its ſkill, diſcipline, and valour, as the other fit 
miſmanagemen:, diſorganization, and diſgrace. In the month df 
Oc ober, then we find, thoſe armies, which, in July and Auguſt, ſcemel 
able to deſtroy the Empire, or force the Emperor to a ſeparate peace, 
| ven back to the Rhine. Whilſt the operations in German 
were favourable to the French, when they . the doh 
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tion of our braveſt ally, when his fate ſeemed almoſt inevitable, 
hen the ſeaſon of the. year was particularly favourable to the 


trench for extending their victorious career, and pointing their 


full force againſt the ſhores of this country: What line of con- 
duct did His Majeſty's Miniſters then adopt or purſue? Did 
they then, exclaimed the General, take any deciſive or effectual 
meaſure? Were any extraordinary exertions made? Did they 

iſſue out any proclamation ? Did they call Parliament together? 

No. But now when the danger is paſt, when the deſigns of the 
French are fruſtrated, when their armies have ſuffered conſidera- 

ble lofſes, when the ſeaſan of operation is almoſt over, and what 
remains of it will be employed in ſecuring their communications 

upon the Upper and Lower Rhine, in reinforcing their armies, 

and in re-eſtabliſhing diſcipline, this country is called upon for an 

additional force of 103,000 men to ward cff invaſion. In this 

dilemma, the General ſaid, he ſhould leave them: Either that the 

danger was greater in October, or that they were guilty of ſupine- 

neisin July; and proceed to offer ſome general obſervations which he 

had entertained, he hoped not lightly or fooliſhly, reſpecting the 

poſſibility or probability of invaſion. 

After mature deliberation with reſpect to the parts of the French 

coaſt, from whence embarkation might be made, or invaſion at- 

tempted ; he conſidered it neceſſary for the ſake of perſpicuity, 

to divide the line of the French coaſt, or the country under the 

inJuence of the Republic, into three parts. The coaſt lying be- 

tween Breſt and Dunkirk, appeared to him ill calculated for any 

conſiderable enterprize; petty expeditions might be fittedout, or em- 

barkation might be made ; but as the coaſt in general is low, the 

water ſhallow, no large rivers except the Seine, no good ports, com- 

modious havens, or ſecure harbours, great armaments could not be 

undertaken. Theſe natural diſadvantages, he ſeriouſly thought, could 

not be remedied by ſcience or ingenuity. The port of Cherbourg had 

coſt millions, and had availed nothing to France ; he ſhould, there- 
tore, next conſider Breſt, and the French ports upon the weſtern 
coaſt of France, From theſe commodions ports and harbours, 
expeditions and armaments of all proportions might be fitted out, 
which might give jealouſy either to the Weſt Indies or Ireland, No 
apprehenſion could reaſonably be entertained for Kent, Suſſex, or 
Hampſhire ; becauſc, in addition to the Britiſh navy, which might 
naturally be ſuppoſed ready to defeat any ſuch enterprize, the 
local ſituation of thoſe counties oppoſed many and inſurmountable 
Cithculti s. He ſhould terminate his obſervations on this part of 
he ſubj & with one ſhort remark, that it is the buſineſs and duty 
Ee 2 
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of wiſe ſtateſmen to develope the falſe and the real attack, ang 
fake meaſures accordingly. With reſpect to the local fituation d 
the coaſt between Dunkirk and the Texel, the enemy, by the pol. 
ſeſſion of Holland, enjoyed great advantages. In ſuch large river 
as the Waal, the Leck, the Rhine, the Meuſe, and the Scheldt, 
immenſe quantities of veſſels and tranſports might be colleQeg, 
large armies might be embarked. Beſides, the moſt vulnerable part 
of England lay "expoſed to a deſcent from that quarter. But the 
Houſe muſt have obſerved with much fatisfaRion the recent tran 
\:Qions in Holland ; a large proportion of the army of the 
North had been ſent to the afliſtance of the retreating army 
General Jourdan. Undoubted information had arrived in thi 

country, that General Bournonville, the proviſional commander of 
that army, had advanced beyond Duſſeldorf, and no accounts hat 
declared that the corps remaining in Holland had received rein- 
forcements. When he heard, therefore, that part of His Majeſty's 
European dominions was threatened, he confeſſed his mind wa 
involved in doubt with reſpect to the quarter where ſuch attack 
could take place. At firſt, he imagined Corſica was in danger; he v 
relieved from doubt on that ſubject, becauſe that on the ſame evening 
that the expreſſion proceeded | from the Miniſterial bench of the Houſe 
of Commons, the newſpapers proclaimed to the world that Corſia 
was evacuated.— Naples had made peace with France, —and Spain 
declared war on England. This equivocal expreſſion of European 
dominions, ſeemed therefore principally intended for our ſiſte 
kingdom. Are we to create a falſe. alarm in England, in order 
to conceal a real alarm in Ireland? Are we to burden the 
people of England by raiſing 100,000 men, in order to ſpare 
20,000 for the defence of Ireland? Away with ſuch crookel 
and deteſtable policy! Rather reſtore to a Jarge proportion 
the people of Ireland their rights. —Reſtore to an oppreſſed and 
perſecuted body of men, -their privileges as citizens ; and you will 
give confidence to Iriſhmen, and ſecurity to Ireland. The Gene- 
ral afterwards proceeded to calculate the numbers of the military 
forces now maintained by the country. According to the army eſt- 
mates, the numbers of land troops within and without the kingdom 
exceeded 200,000 men. By the ſame documents it would be 
found, 100,000 and upwards were then within the precinds d 
Great Britain. He, enumerated the militia, the regular cavalry, the 
fencible infantry, the fenciblecavalry, the guards, the artillery ; andle 
did not omit, in addition to this formidable force, the mention of tht 
volunteer infantry, and the yeomanry cavalry. . When he had de- 
tailed the different deſcriptions of corps of which the army ws 
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ompoſed, he conjured the Houſe to pay ſome attention to the 
xpence, which might be calculated by reſorting to papers which 
jad been laid upon the table. He believed he under ſtated the 
nce, when he ſaid, the army alone of Great Britian laſt year 
xcceded fifiteen millions, and, therefore, he could not ſuppoſe when 
he repreſentatives of. the people looked ſeriouſly at their ſituation with 
eſpect to invaſion, and at the enormous and almoſt inf upportable 
xpence of the army on its preſent footing, that they would ſub- 
ject their conſtituents to the additional expence of 100,000 more 
ſoldiers, to be -raiſed in a manner fraught with difficulties, and 
rexations unparalleled even in the hiſtory of the preſent Adminiſ- 
ration. | 
But on this occaſion Miniſters have reſorted to the len of neceſ- 
ſity. What ground is laid for that neceſſity? If they want men 
or Ireland, let them ſtate that neceſſity to the people of England. 
hey are a generous people, and feel much for the intereſts and 
happineſs of the ſiſter kingdom. Whenever that argument of ne- 
ceſſity, or rather requiſition is thus uſed, Miniſters need reſort to 
ho other pretext for infringing all laws and inſtitutions ; and if 
ſuch maxims and practices prevail, what will become of national 
liberty? What authority is left to the ſtatutes upon the table? 
Without doubt, all the privileges of the nation—tranſmitted through 
ſo many ages—ſccured by ſo many laws, and purchaſed with the 
blood of ſo many heroes and patriots, will lye proſtrate at the feet of 
the Executive Power. And as to the pretence, that the Executive 
Power is ſole judge of the neceſſity, what is it but to ſubjeR all the 
privileges of the nation to its arbitrary will and pleaſure? To ex- 
pech that the Public will be convinced by ſuch reaſoning muſt ag- 
gravate the general indignation, by adding to violence againſt men's 
perſons and property, ſo cruel a mockery of their underſtanding. 
he General then recapitulated the heads upon which he had di- 
lated, earneſtly beſeeching the Houſe 'to advert to the arguments 
which had been uſed by himſelf and his honourable friends againſt 
e bills, eſpecially the Cavalry bill, which had occupied as yet, 
re attention and diſcuſſion than the other parts of the ſyſtem in- 
troduced by Miniſters. © Every officer, he ſaid, in the houſe muſt 
unite with him in ſaying, that the Miniſter's plan of enrolling the 
en without having them trained or exerciſed, would be productive 
f no advantage whatever to the ſervice, and every inhabitant in 
he iſland would concur with him, in pronouncing the plan both 
impractieable and vexatious. He now finiſhed his obſervations, 
in which he truſted he had ſhewn that meſſages have always been 
lent by His Maj * to Parliament wheneyer there were any appre- 
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henſions of invaſion, to acquaint it with the enemy's deſigns af 


fituations. That every dereliction of the principles of the Cong; Wl" 1er 
tution ought at all times to be carefully avoided - that there * pot Þ 
no rational ground laid for ſerious invaſion of this iſland in the Ema. 
courſe of the winter — that the placing unneceſſarily 1 00,000 mW err 
under martial law, is a hardſhip on the people, as well as 25 he 6th 
unconſtitutional act that the navy of England, the ſureſt ſafeguar; Wi 2 
of the nation, exceeded the naval appointments of any other perig 1 U 
of our hiſtory — and that the augmentation propoſed, both as to mar. * 
ner and magnitude, ought to be rejected by the Commons of Eng. 3 
land. Upon theſe grounds he hoped the Houſe would not adoy _m—_ 
the reſolution. Nene 
Mr. FOX. -My utter diſapprobation of this bill, upon gener 1 
grounds, as well as of the particular parts of it, has been already pod, if 
exprefſed. I thought it, upon the firſt view, a bill which hardy — 
any alteration could have made uſeful. I think it even now, 4. = * 
though much labour has been beſtowed upon it in the Comm in” * 
a bill highly inexpedient, extremely difficult, if not wholly in- * 8 
practicable, tending to create a great expence, without affording the eu, 
hope of raifing a force that will be available to us ſhould the ha b 
of danger arrive. With regard to many parts of it, as they fioodat A 
firſt, and as they ſtand now, I confeſs they are ſuch as I have nt 24k 
been able to make my underſtanding comprehend. But I. took the —_—_ 
ſpeech of the Miniſter for the purpoſe of illuſtration, and with that 3 
aſſiſtance I confeſs myſelf to be very much in the dark. I unde. ml 
ſtand, however, that upon payment of the ſum of 1 51. the materil Al 
purpoſes of the bill may be evaded. 1 do not mean the word evad: pea 
to be applied as a reproach to thoſe who may wiſh to ſcreen then- 2 
ſelves from the effect of the bill, and therefore I ſhould ſay, thit * 
for the ſum of 1 51. the material purpoſes of the bill may be auc. i, 15 
That expence, however, will amount to no leſs than a ſum d 0 "th 
300,000l. which muſt, in that event, be a tax upor the people 3 


of this country. It is ſtated by the advocates for this and othe! 
meaſures of a ſimilar nature, that ſuch will not be the general effec 
of the bill, but that it will create a very great force for a very t. 


t obſe 


under 


ful purpoſe. Then 1 refer to the bill itſelf, in which I find 6 * _ 
much intricacy, ſo much difficulty, ſo much perplexity, as will, tl 5 
think, render it entirely impracticable. What is the anſwer b | ME 
this? That we are in a ſtate of ſo much danger that we had bett! 5 th 
paſs the bill, imperfect as it is, than expoſe ourſelves to the inci * 
veniencies which might ariſe, if ſuch a meaſure were not ad . N ” 
I own I do not think fo; for, in caſe of an actual invaſion, I h Maud; 


no doubt that we ſhould immediately raiſe a body of cavalry equi 
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leaſt to this; greater, I truſt, and much more effectual than this 

ld ever be: and therefore I can ſee no utility whatever in the 

reſent bill. But its advocates advance a ſingular argument in its 
wur. They ſay it is peculiarly neceſſary at this moment. Such 
; their argument upon the 2d of November. We were told on 
the bth of October, in the King's ſpeech, that an invaſion was 
reatened, We have been told ſince, that ſuch intention was ſo 
early pointed out to us, that we recogniſed it ſo clearly as to be 
hound to every meaſure of this nature without taking notice of any 
xpence which may attend it. Thoſe who adviſed His Majeſty to 
make that ſpeech, and who urged this Houſe to addreſs His Majeſty 
in conſequence of that ſpeech, were then aware of the neceſſity of 
this meaſure. Now I aſk, if this Houſe ſhould ſubmit to hear, 
and, if it does ſubmit to hear, that ſuch a bill on the 2d of No- 
vember is ſo imperfect as to be difficult even to be comprehended, 
hen its authors knew of the danger on the 6th of October? The 
Public will naturally think there has been time to propoſe a much 
Is imperfect meaſure ; ſomething that had leſs intricacy, leſs per- 
plexity, and leſs difficulty. I ſay, therefore, the argument which 
ends to maintain we had better paſs this bill, imperfect as it is, 
han incur the danger of an invaſion without ſuch preparation, comes 
Ingularly enough from the authors of this bill, Then comes the 
wgument, that this bill, which I ſay is liable to ſo many objections, 
and will be, I believe, impraQticable, is a meaſure likely to create 
ore difficulty to this country than would ariſe from an actual inva- 
on, I ſay, that viewing the bill as I do, it would be eaſier to raiſe 
in effectual cavalry in time of invaſion, than to enforce with any degree 
f advantage this bill. What ſort of cavalry will this bill provide? 
Are they to be trained ? I believe there is no proviſion that will be 
ffoctual in that reſpect. Should the advocates of the preſent bill 
it is uſeful to us to have a large force of cavalry well trained and 
liſciplined, I could underſtand the ſenſe of ſuch an obſervation, 
Pech cavalry, I admit, would be uſeful in the hour of danger; but 
t obſervation is not applicable to the preſent hill. The force, as 
underſtand it, will continue to be untrained and undiſciplined, 
nd conſequently no better than a force raiſed in the moment of 
anger. Taking the ſubje& in that view, I would rather truſt to 
he energy of the people at the hour of danger, than raiſe ſo ineffi- 
ent a force as I conceive this will be ; for ſhould we rely on the 
nergy of the people in the hour of danger, we might ſafely call 
pon every man, not for one horſe out of ten, not for one horſe out 
ft three, but for every horſe in his poſſeſſion, in which caſe we 
would have all the power which can be called into action; but by 
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this we can have no efficient force, although - we entail upon dh 
public an enormous expence ; an expence, in my view of the 6 
ject, almoſt, if not entirely, uſeleſs. I am ſenſible, that on thi 
part of the argument ſome perſons will confider that the whole qu 
tion is a ſpeculative one, depending upon the probability of dang 
It may be ſo; but can be fo only to a certain degree; and then com 
to be decided the queſtion, how much inconvenience the publ 
ſhould be made to ſuffer, in order to prepare againſt the ſupyofd 
probability of danger? The proportion between the inconvenieag 
and the danger appears to me ſuch as cannot warrant any thing lik 
the inconvenience with which this meaſure muſt be attended. Shaul 
the hour of real danger arrive, you will have, without law, mut 
more effectual force to defend you than you can ever hope to han 
by the enactment of any law; for in caſe of actual neceſſity you my 
rely on the courage, the cal, and the ardour of the whole maſs d 
the people ef this country. But by the preſent meaſure you vil 
not have any force that will in any conſiderable degree be available 
to the Public. I am aware of the common-place and flimſy anſze 
which may be made to this: “ True, this force will not be b 
great as that which would ariſe from the zeal and ardour of th 
people, ſhould an actual invaſion'take place; but this meaſure my 
tend to prevent that invaſion.” Gentlemen difpoſed to liſten u 
ſuch an obſervation, would do well to conſider the ſituation of thi 
country and of France, as ably ſtated to-night by my honourtl 
friend. But ſhould they not be ſatisfied with his obſervations ups 
the ſubject, let them conſider the ſtatement of Miniſters themſcl 
in that particular. Can any man think that an invaſion of ti 
country will be either forwarded or retarded by the paſſing or rejet 
ing of this bill? I am ſure that an invaſion, if made, muſt be mat 
(as already ftated by the Miniſter himſelf) either for diverſion i 
one place, to conceal intentions of attacking ſeriouſly in another, « 
ſeriouſly for the purpoſe of throwing this country into conſul 
Neither of theſe purpoſes can be either forwarded or delayed by ſud 
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a bill as this. I cannot, therefore, ſee its utility as a meaſure 14, * 
tended to prevent invaſion. I fee, therefore, before me, a chat Pu in 
of two things either to adopt a meaſure which will produc? ga ray 
inconvenience, confuſion, and perplexity, and be attended bygr "*Y by 
 expence, without providing ſecurity for the danger; or to relj d . , 01 
that which, I have no doubt, will repel the danger without prei⸗ | — 
ous inconvenience or expence. I therefore cannot heſitate to dec A "pa 
that rather than adopt a bill which to its declared object is in * _ 
quate, I would rely on the courage and magnanimity of the peo a bs - 
when the danger ſhall arrive: for in the event of fuch a daiff * 
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du will have as much force to defend you as if this bill had never 
Miſſed; and I think, that when it paſſes, the real ſecurity of the 
zantry will not be in the ſmalleſt degree increaſed. It therefore 
zppears to me to tend to nothing but inconvenience and embarraſs- 
ent. I know that it has been ſaid to the people of this country, 
We only call upon you, now, to do a part of that, which we 
now you would perform without it, ſhould the danger require 
our exertions.” True, but you call upon them for a great ex- 
ence ; you put them to great inconvenience ; and after all, I ſay 
our meaſure is inadequate to the object which you profeſs. If 
he bill was merely intended to operate as an inquiry into the num- 
er of horſes kept in this country, that might lead to uſeful infor- 
nation, if Government ſtood in need of it—but that they know 
ready, If it was to inquire into the quality of theſe horſes, that 
night alſo be uſeful information ; but if Government wiſhes really 
o poſſeſs it, let them call on Parliament to paſs a bill for that pur- 
ofe, without paſſing a bill which puts the people to great difficul- 
es, and which will not add to their ſecurity in time of real cmer- 
ency. Theſe obſervations, I admit, do not apply to the probabi- 
ty of an invalion. I ſhall now proceed to ſtate to the Houſe my 
pinion generally upon that ſubjeF. I have at different periods of 
life formed different opinions, from different circumſtances, as 
d the danger of an invaſion of this country. In 1779, there 
ere few perſons more apprehenſive than myſelf of the probability 
that event. In the year 1796, few, indeed, leſs apprehenſive 
that danger. If the moment ſhould arrive, which God avert! 
France thould become ſuperior in naval force to this country ſo as 
be able to command the channel, then, indeed, a man of the 
ongeſt mind and nerves may be apprehenſive of an invaſion. If 
French ſhould obtain footing in this iftand, and have from 
lence a communication with the continent, then, indeed, we 
ould be in danger; even then, I truſt, they could not diſmay 

But while we are ſuperior at ſea, I will not ſay an invaſion is 
holly impraRticable—although I confeſs I ſee but little danger of 
ſhould the enemy chuſe to riſk it. They may, by taking ad- 
intage of the direction in which the wind may blow, land conſi- 
table forces in this iſland; but I conſider them as not likely to 
ake ſuch a raſh attempt, for they mult conſider the whole of an 
my diſpatched upon ſuch an expedition, as a force to be entirely 
iticed, Under ſuch circumſtances certainly they would never 
un; therefore, I think, that under ſuch circumſtances they will 
ver be ſent, It muſt be obvious to the Houſe that I do not here 
de to the landing of a few men upon ſome part of your coaſt to 
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commit ſome ſmall depredations ; that perhaps might happen almg 
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at any time; but I am ſpeaking of invaſion in the generally receivg - al | 
1 do no 
idea of that calamity. I know we are not upon all occaſions to tu 4 - 

| | he Zea 


to the prudence of our enemies, for they may undertake that whig 
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is manifeſtly imprudent. True it is they have ſent great aal pe 
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upon deſperate expeditions. We have known great forces ſaerißeg 1 \ a 
wou 


to great enterpriſes. We have had abundant inſtances cf ther 
boldneſs, but I do not think that from all the experience we hy 
had of their conduct in this war, we are juſtified in apprehendiy 
that they will undertake a meaſure ſo obviouſly againſt their inter 
as an invaſion of this country at the preſent time. TI fay, ther. 
fore, that an invaſion of this country by the French is not a probab 
event. I am not one of thoſe who wiſh the French to land in thi 
country merely for the purpoſe of their meeting, what I am fur 
they would, total deſtruction. I do not with the valour of t& 
people ot England to be ſhewn upon ſuch an occaſion. An ina. 
fion, whatever its event, muſt always be regarded as a ſerious evil; 
but great as ſuch an evil would be to Great Britain at tl:is moment, 
were I compelled to take choice between that evil, and a corriny 
ance of the preſent war for two years, I would, as the friend of the 
rea interefis of this country, prefer an invaſion as the leſſer cal 
mity of the two. I tay this of a real invaſion; but if there is u 
probability of that event, look at the ſituation into which thi 
country may be brought, by acting as if every menace of invalin 
was to be followed up by its reality. You will expend million 
after millions in preparing againſt threats which were never interd 
ed to be executed; and ſhould your enemy diſcover this to be yo 
diſpoſition, they may complete your ruin without either 1:{s or da 
ger to themſelves; for ſurely nothing can he catier, nor leſs expeaine 
than to threaten you with invaſion. In judging, therefore, cf thy 
event, as in judging of all events, you muſi compare all the at 
cumſtances, and form your opinion of the probability. Ihe er 
pences of this country are alrtady extremely great; by the dot 
ments pon your table, your military force appears little ſhert d 
100,000 men at this hour; I therefore would adviſe you to malt 
2 judicious diſpoſal of the force which you poſſeſs already; tu 
would be much more likely to be beneficial than any thing vid 
this bill can produce. I am laying it down as a thing not diſput 
and without which this country cannot long exiſt, that an invali 
would immediately call forth all the energy, all the zeal, and all the 
real power of this nation, and therefore it is that I do not fear ie 
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danger of invaſion. I may be told, that “ true it is, an invalo F wo 
would have that effect; but of what avail would be all our e pprehe 
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nd all our zeal, if a great number had not arms in their hands?” 
| do not mean to contend that zeal alone can defend a nation; but 
he zal of men, even without arms, is a very formidable thing; 
e repeated experience of thoſe who have invaded countries can 
jive us pretty clear evidence on the ſubject. Should this be doubted, 
] would refer to thoſe who invaded France in an early period of 
he preſent war. I would refer again to thoſe who took part againſt 
America. I would then aſk whether there is not much correctneſs 
nthe doctrine which attributes great ſtrength to zeal. Should my 
deas upon this ſubje& be erroneous, that will not furniſh an argu- 
ent in favour of the preſent bill; for I do not underſtand that the 
umbers to be collected under it, are to be traincd or diſciplined, or 
o poſſeſs any particular advantage as a military force; therefore there 
nothing to make it more uſeful than the ſpontaneous effect of zeal 
ould be when occaſion required its exertion. I confeſs, therefore, 
hat as I ſee no probability of invaſion, I fee no utility whatever in 
he preſent meaſure. 

But it has been ſaid, it is not for Great Britain only we ought to 
anxious. Thoſe who have attended to me in the courſe of what 
| have had occaſion to urge on thoſe topics, will remember that I 
Iways confined myſelf to Great Britain ſolely with very ſtudious. 
are, becauſe I wanted to know whether any part of this force was 
ntended to enable Miniſters to carry on operations in other parts of 
is Majeſty's dominions. I underſtood, but not till very lately, 
hat Miniſters have ſome apprehenſions with regard to Ireland. If 
uch indeed is the caſe, if they believe the enemy have ſerious in- 
entions to invade that part of His Majeſty's poſſeſſions, I own I 
ould be as ready as any man in this Houſe, or in this country, 
o afſent to any meaſure tending to prevent ſuch calamity. We 
re not to determine which of the two iſlands they mean to attack. 
Une of them is as ſerious an object to be defended as the other, 
Ind therefore I, for one, have brought my mind to aſſent to any 
ing which may be really conducive to the defence and ſecurity of 
oth, I cannot, however, help wiſhing we had a little more au- 
hentie information of the danger than we actually have. But I 
ill own that from the words I heard uttered by the Miniſter the 
icht before laſt, that from the whole tenor of his ſpeech upon that 
wet, and the manner he adopted (for the manner of a ſpeaker 
pon important occafions conſtitutes part of his ſpecch), I am more 
onvinced than once I was, he had ſome apprehenſions of the pro- 
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ability of an invaſion ; it was upon that principle I acceded to the 
Ill which paſſed this Houſe to-night. When he expretſed ſome 
pprehenſion of danger to Great Britain, I thought very lightly of 
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it; but when under the title of His Majeſty's other European po. 


ſeſſions, he alluded to Ireland, I had no difficulty in believing th 
reality of his alarm. That Miniſters ſhould be alarmed at the fa 
of Ireland cannot be wonderful; but here I cannot help ſaying u 
His Majeſty's Miniſters, “ If you are ſeriouſly alarmed at the ſia 


of Ireland, if you are deſirous of preventing diſtraction there, i 


you are difpoſed to reſtore to it confidence and harmony, give y 
your Miniſters there inſtructions ſimilar to thoſe under which Lor 
Fitzwilliam lent his aſſiſtance to your councils. Renounce th 
principles and practices that oceaſioned his recall. Remove thek 
odious marks of diſtinction, which diſgrace the policy of your g. 
vernment in that country. Allow the Catholics to poſſeſs thei 
juſt rights. Let it not be a matter in which the policy of your 95 
vernment ſhould interfere, in what way a man ſhall proceed v 
church, or exereiſe his devotion, If you are indeed fcriouſly Gif. 
poſed to wiſh Iriſhmen to be contented, give them a conſiitution, 
Do not inſult them with a contemptible monopoly, under tte nam? 
of a Parliament. Do not provoke their indignation, with an imag 
which is but the mockery of the Parliament of Great Britain. !! 
you are indeed in earneſt, in wiſhing to appeaſe the anger of the 
inhabitants of Ireland, the remedy is, I think, before you, for| 
hope it is not yet too late, It is not the queſtion here how you con- 
ducted yourſelves with regard to Lord Fitzwilliam; but ſhould you 
aſk me whether I had rather the principles on which he conſentedts 
aid your councils, were reſtored to Ireland, and whether I ſhou!! 
think them more effectual to reſtore tranquillity there than 20,009 
men from Great Britain, I ſhould have no difficulty in giving yu 
an anſwer. Can I have a doubt upon ſuch a ſubject? Can I har 
a doubt that if Iriſhmen were treated as they ought to be, that v 
. Invaſion in Ireland would be attended with the ſame deſtruction t 
the invaders, as it would in England?“ I could wiſh that thoſewh 

recalled Lord Fitzwilliam attended to theſe obſervations. —I coll 

wiſh that thoſe who ſeem deſirous to put the laborious elaſſes of ma 

in that country on a footing, as it were, with cattle, reflected on tie 

danger in which they are involving that iſland. I could wiſh ti 
the maſs of the pcople of Ireland ſhould be treated like men, n 
like oxen and ſheep. When I reflect, however, that Minilt 
have not retracted their nefarious principles, when J perccive th! 
have not begun to re-tread their ſteps, I own I am inclined to dm 
this inference, —that whatever I may know of that country, f 
know alſo, and know a great deal more, and they have taken" 
meaſure to change the condition of the maſs of the people of Ireland 
L ſhould therefore conclude that they have no ſerious apprehealios 
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of an invaſion of that country ; elſe, how was it poſſible to account, 

not only for their obſtinate perſeverance in their political ſentiments, 
bot alſo for their leaving the country in its preſent defenceleſs ſtate? 
| They know, and ought to feel the danger. I have propoſed to them 

the only remedy which, in my conſcience, I believe is adequate to 

remove the danger. By the conduct I have adviſed them to purſae, 
believe they would unite the people of that country. But I may 
| be told by ſome that tis is but idle railing ; that there is no reaſon 
| to complain of the form of government in Ireland. —That in Ire- 
EY land they have their Houſe of Lords—by the way, there are ſome 

who think the Houſe of Lords even of Great Britain has been too 

much enlarged. If any man has a mind to defend the Houſe of 

Lords of Great Britain, and to inſiſt upon its purity, I would adviſe 
| him to compare it with the Houſe of Lords of Ireland, for then I 
an ſure he will have a complete defence. There are many, and I 
confeſs I am of the number, who think that we are not in this Houſe 

fo truly, fo juſtly, ſo adequately, the repreſentatives of the people 
ot Great Britain as we ought, and as ſome of us profeſs to be; but 
if any man is diſpoſed to defend us, to maintain we are the Com- 
mons of Great Britain in their purity, I cannot recommend to him 
2 better plan to conduct his defence, than to refer to the Houſe of 
„Commons of Ireland, for certainly he may then appeal to all who 
no us both, and aſk whether, if ſatisfaction can be derived from 
(Wy £ompariſon, we are not almoſt perfect? I know that in mere form, 
Great Britain and Ireland have the ſame government upon paper ; 
but it is not upon paper that men are to look for ſecurity: to their 
freedom. I may perhaps hereafter enter more in detail into the 
i WY fubjeRt of the Conftitution of Ireland; I only wiſh now to make a 
ue alluſions to it, and I could not do it more aptly, I think, than 
by comparing it with that of the Conſtitution of Great Britain. I 
remember a ftory which, with permiſſion, I will relate ſhortly. 
A gentleman was enamoured of a lady whom he thought extremely 
beautiful, but with whoſe beauty others were not ſo enraptured ; 


her nothing but the moſt perfect beauty. But when he ſaw her 
liter, who was ſomething like her, although not ſo handſome, he 
immediately exclaimed, now that I have ſcen her caricature, I am 


u enabled to form ſome idea of her own defects. Now I deſire lovers 
i (although to lovers advice is ſeldom very uſeful) to confider the Con- 
o flitutions of Great Britain and of Ireland like theſe two ladies, 
v8 Thoſe who do not ſee defects in Great Britain, let them look at-her 
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ſome of them ventured to inſinuate they ſaw defects in her. He 
wondered at the deficiency of their taſte, for he could perceive in 
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often endeavoured to expoſe. I know it is now, an has ever fre 
the year 1782, been conſidered as an imprudent thing in Member 
of the Parliament of Great Britain to ſay any thing of the Conſtis tion 
of Ireland. I never ſubſcribed to that doctrine Tr ſeemed to me 
to be indiſereet to ſubſcribe to it at any time; but to ſubſcribe to it 
at the moment when we are voting ſuch large armaments, for the 
purpoſes, if Miniſters themſelves can be credited, of defending Ire. 
land againſt an invation, would be the extreme of fully and wicked. 
nefs. Asa Member of the Parliament of Great Britain, di! ſeuſſing 
the intereſts of the Britiſh dominions, in which J include all the 
affairs of which our Government has the care, I ſhould confider my. 
ſelf as neglecting the duty impoſed upon me, and deſerting mv tac, 
if I did not advert to every thing on which the welfare of this State 
depends ; ; if I did not take notice of thoſe parts of the King's do- 
minions which are ſtrong, and thoſe which are weak, and an 
it is that I have referred both to Great Britain and to Ireland. I 
have obſerved in the laſt ſpeech of the Lord Lieutenant of the Siſter 
Kingdom, there is not expreſſed the ſame apprehenſion of an inva- 
fion as was communicated from the Throne to the Parliament cf 
Great Britain. Here it becomes neceſſary for me to take notice 
of the communication from the Throne to us. [Mr. Fox defired 
the paragraph in the King's Speech which related to an invaſion to 
be read. | It cannot be doubted what would be the iſſue of ſach 
an enterpriſe.” Why not doubt it? Partly from the ſtrength of our 
navy; but alſo becauſe, although we have heard of plots, treaſons, 
conſpiracies and jacobins, the opinion of His Majeſty (his own real, 
his ſanguine opinion, and a well-founded one I believe it to be, how- 
ever the reſt of his ſpeech may be the work of his Miniſter) is, and 
it is mine alſo, that if there be any who are real enemies to our 
Conſtitution, they are too contemptible in number and in power to 
be noticed: Why are we not quite ſo well ſatisfied with regard to 
the ſecurity of Ireland? becauſe we know the Iriſh have not the 
ſame ' Conſtitution in ſubſtance as we have. If they had, what 
could lead us'to think more-meanly of our brethren than of ourſelves! 
Are they not equal to us in zeal? Are they not equal to us in cou- 
rage? Are they not as able as well as willing to repel invaſion? 
Have they not given inſtances of all thofe noble qualities which we 
prize ſo highly in ourſelves? If, therefore, there can be any di- 
truſt of their attachment to Government, it muſt be owing to the 
practical difference between their Conſtitution and ours. Ii bete 
be that difference, I have ſhewn the cauſe of it, and I have ſup: 
geſted the remedy. I truſt that remedy will be applied ere it be 
too late, and I believe it is not yet too late. All I ean fay is, that 
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| hall have the conſolation of having done my duty. If Miniſters 
neple't theirs, the Public will judge who are the authors of the evil, 
if, unhappily for us all, it ſhould overwhelm us. I have thought 
itnzeeffary to make theſe obiervations on the fate of Ireland, be- 
cauſe I could not conceive that the Miniſter was not ſerious when 
he ſtated there was danger of invaſion, not only of this iſland but 
alſo of another part of His Majeſty's European poſſeſſions not leſs 
important to us. That was a ſentence I applauded, becauſe I un- 
derſtood it to refer to Ireland, as indeed it could have no other re- 
ference, finece Corſiea is no longer ſubject to the Britiſh Crown. 
The Honourable DUDLEY RYDER faid, that he little ex- 
pece:! to have heard on this evening, when the country was in ſuch 
a criſis, the eollection of inflammatory matter which the right ho- 
nourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt had contrived to introduce in the 
courſe of his ſpeech. Hz little expected that he would have held 
out ſuch a number of encouraging motives to the enemy, when they 
might be meditating an invaſion upon the ſiſter kingdom. He little 
expeRed to have heard from him that the ſubjects of that kingdom 
were of no more confideration in the eyes of Government than the 
oxen and ſheep which they poſſeſſed, and that ſuch radical reforms 
were neceſſary, juſt after thoſe moſt important and moſt loudly called 
for had been granted. In ſhort, he little expected to hear from a 
Member of a Britiſh Houſe of Commons ſuch a ſpeech as might 
have compoſed a Manifeſto for a French General after invading the 
country of Ireland. As this was matter which in his opinion it 
was exiremely improper to introduce, he conlidered it as unworthy 
of any reply. From the ſpeech of that right honourable gentleman 
on tifls evening, compared with his ſpeeches on former evenings, 
however, he deduced one inference, that the opponents of Miniſters 
often made uſe of arguments, founded upon extreme caſes, for the 
lake of making a temporary impreſſion, which they afterwards thought 
fit to abandon. When the alarm, of an invaſior: was firſt communi- 
cated to Parliament, information was demanded reſpeQing the grounds 
of alarm; it was afterwards confeſſed that it was impoſſible to expect 
any detailed information upon the ſubject; and now when meaſures 
were propoſed to avert the threatened calamity, theſe meaſures were 
arraigned as having a tendency to deſtroy the liberties of the people, 
and to ſubvert the conſtitution of the country. Theſe ſort of argu- 
ments to which he and thoſe who fat with him in the former Parlia- 
ment were by no means unaceuſtomed, he had been in the uſe of 
conſidering as mere figures of ſpeech, and he certainly, on the pre- 
ſent occalion, ſhould not attempt to anſwer them. An honourable 
gentleman (General Tarleton) who opened the debate, had had re- 
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eourſe to hiſtorical facts. He approved much of a reſpectful attach. 
ment to the practices of our anceſtors, and was glad when any gen. 
tleman on the other fide was inclined to confult that authority. He, 
however, collected from the hiſtory of this country a ſeries of fads 
very different to thoſe cited by the right honourable gentleman why 
preceded him. In the year 17 43-4, in which caſe it was ſaid that 
Parliament proceeded on ſuch minutiæ of detail relative to the pro. 
jected invaſion, in that caſe, he ſaid, the only information given 

was from the Captain of a Packet-boat, who made athdavit that there 
vere thirty or forty veſſels at Calais prepared for the purpoſe of tak. 
ing in troops. How then, on a compariſon, did the preſent cafe 
ſtand with that inſtance * We had had now the imminent danger 
of invaſion announced from the Throne, and ſupported by the pri- 
vate declaration of its Miniſters. In 1745, when there was a ru- 
mour of ſome French troops having landed in Scotland, the King, 
in a meſſage to his Parliament, informed them that he had ordered 
Goo0o Heſſians to be imported into the kingdom, and Parliament, 
in the addreſs which they voted upon the meflage, thanked His Ma. 
jeſty for his paternal care of his people, and the ſtep which he had 
taken to enſure the ſtability of his government. In 1756, His 
Majeſty in his ſpeech from the Throne, merely upon ſome advices 
which he had received from perſons upon whom he could rely, that 
preparations were making for an invaſion, notified that he had made 
a requiſition of Heſſian troops, and then, though parties ran as high 
as perhaps at any time in the hiſtory of the country, no queſtion was 
aſked reſpecting the authority of the information. Nay more, a right 
honourable gentleman (Lord Holland) whoſe memory had every claim 
upon the reſpec of the right honourable gentleman oppoſite (Mr. Fox, 
and who was then Sceretary of State, in fix days after the ſpeech was 
delivered from the Throne, brougat down a meſſage from His Ma- 
jeſty ſignifying his intention of introducing 1 2 Hanoverian battalions 
into the kingdom a ſtep which was then approved of by Parliament, 


though it was a ſtep much more inconſiſtent with the principles of 
the Conftitution than the meaſures which were now propoſed to be 


adopted upon much better grounds. There appeared to him a fun- 


damental error in the apprehenſion of the right honourable gentleman 
who ſpoke laſt. He ſeemed to think that there was no poſlible 
medium between calling out a body of cavalry by the zeal and ſpore, 
tancous efforts of the people when the enemy are landed, and of 
On the contrar), 
he faid, the principal merit of the plan is this, that it did ſteer by 
tween thefe two extremes, and at a very ſmall expence and incot- 
venience afforded the ready means of a very conſiderable militaſ 


making them previouſly completely diſciplined. 
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force, It collected this body, and enabled the country, in the time 
of need, to know where to look for them, without any degree of 
general tumult or alarm. The expence, compared to the utility, 
would be extremely trivial. Some gentlemen had eſtimated it at 

3.000,0001. but this was extravagant, and beyond all bounds : 
they might as well have called it 30, ooo, oool. He could not 
perceive how the preſent armament could operate to the ſubverſion 
of the Conſtitution: on the contrary, if there was a plot formed 
againſt the liberties of the country, as was alledged, arming the 
People ſeemed the moſt likely mode of counteraQing it. They were 
only to be called out for a few days a period in which they could 
not be ſuppoſcd to contract the habits of ſoldiers, or to be inured to 
military diſcipline. With reſpect to the exertions of which theſe 
men would be eapable in a moment of danger; they certainly would 


not be ſo effectual as the country riſing in a maſs; but ſtill the 
convenience of having ſuch a body of men in readineſs would be 


very conſiderable, The infantry-would be trained, the men would 
be provided with arms, and the horſes would be pronounced fit for 


ſervice, circumſtances of preparation which could be beſt eſtimated * 


by the experience of the diſadvantages which would. ariſe from 
neglecting to take theſe prudent and neceffary ſteps. In caſe this 


force ſhould not, at the period of emergency, be thought ſufficient, 


it did in no degree ſuperſede the general exertions and zeal of the 
people, but, on the contrary, prepared and facilitated them. The 
preſent inconvenience of the meaſure had been complained of, but 
in a way which was, to his mind, wholly unfatisfaRory and exag- 
gerated ; and compared to the effect it would produce, he was ſure 
that it would be found ſmall, and what the people would cheerfully 
ſubmit to. This was his fincere opinion of the meaſure ; though, 
like all others of the preſent Adminiſtration, ſome gentlemen would 
be found to attack it as a breach of the Conſtitution, and a daparture 
from the wiſe policy and venerable example of our anceſtors. 
Mr. WILBERFORCE was unwilling to enter into any diſeuſ- 
on on the ſubject; but leſt it ſhould be ſuppoſed he was indifferent 
0 the ſtate of the country, he felt himſelf irreſiſtibly called on to 
lay a few words. He had liſtened with great pain and concern to 
he ſpeech of the right honourable gentleman, delivered at a time 
#hen unanimity was too eſſentially neceſſary for the ſecurity of the 
tountry, It had been acknowledged on all ſides, that if the country 
vere actually in danger of invaſion, every man muſt unite in its 
Iefence ; and in this ſentiment the right honourable gentleman had 
ready concurred this ſeſſion ; but it was with the utmoſt ſurpriſe 
nd regret that he found this unanimity was to have lo ſhort an ex- 
Vor. I. ä v £ 
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iſtence. The King's Miniſters ſtated the danger of the country 
ſome time ago, and they have again ſtated that every ſubſequen 
account gives them more and more reaſon to apprehend that an in. 
vaſion is actually meditated. But at this ſeaſon of danger, a day. 
ger of which the honourable gentlemen themſelves were ſenſible, 
their object ſcemed to be to weaken the hands of Government, an 
to cripple the exertions of the Executive Power. On the preſent 
night in particular he much deplored the exerciſe which the right 
honourable gentleman had made of his talents in delivering a ſpeech, 
which, if there was any danger before, rendered it ſtill more im. 
minent and preſſing; tor it its contents went abroad, there was ng 
calculating the bad effects which it might produce. He did no 
imputetothe right honourable gentleman or his friends any wiſh forar 
invaſion, but neither would he compliment them upon their prin. 
ciples ; on the contrary, he believed that they would not be di 
pleaſed at any ſmall miſchief befalling the country, if they coul 
take advantage of it to get Miniſters turned out of office. For t 
what did their arguments go? Had they nor ſtated their continuance 
in power as the greateſt poſſihle calamity to which the country could 
be ſubjected? Had they not ſtated the Conſtitution as ruined by 
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their meaſures, ruined almoſt as often as there had been bills paſſ Wſiouſly | 
for defending it? When men were in the practice of indulging ſuck His cou 
arguments, there was no ſaying where they would end. He woull le party 
ſpeak his opinion fairly. That the meaſures now propoſed would ratitud: 
be attended with conſiderable expence he believed. But he believed Hatred o 


alſo that that was inconſiderable when compared with the probable 
advantages with which their execution would be attended, and that 
the nation would be willing to come forward in a body, and cheat 
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fully ſubſeribe to them as che means of ſecuring every thing that Vn contr; 
valuable and dear to them. He loved the Conſtitution, but he aniteſta 
confeſſed that he ſhuuld love it leſs if it wanted that energy in times f ſelfiſh 

of difficulty and danger that it now poſſeſſed. When the honour Would wi 
able gentleman therefore attacked the Executive Government A eation o 
ſuch a period, he tended to weaken its energy, and, by diminiſhing eres of 
its ſtrength, to alienate the affeRions of the ocople from the ſource d imed a 
their protection, and the ſpring of their exertions. He fat dom raded in 
with again ſtating that he felt himſelf impelled by an invincible im ek on 0 
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preſſion to make theſe few remarks, and begged pardon of the Hed 
for having treſpaſſed upon their attention ſo long. 

_ Mr. SHERIDAN reprobated the attack that had juſt been wi 
on his right. honourable friend. - The honourable gentleman {aid 
he has concluded the moſt extraordinary and moſt uuprovoked lis 
I ever heard in this Houſe, * proteſting that he had felt him 
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invincibly called upon to utter every word that he had ſaid. Whenee 
or of what nature, whether political or fanatical, are the calls which 
{> invincibly govern that honourable gentleman's conduct I neither | 
ngird nor inquire ; but this I am ſure of, that no part of his 
ſpeech, no part of his fury, no part of his pathos, no part of his in- 
vective was called for by any one paſſage or ſentiment in the ſpeech of 
ny right honourable friend. He ſays he has heard my right honour- 
able friend's ſpeech with ſurpriſe and regret. Sir, I have heard 
his with regret, but no ſurpriſe. I muſt regret at this criſis, 
then we hear ſo much of the neccſſity of temper, moderation, 
and a ſpirit of unanimity, to find that there are men on whom 

Il thoſe qualities, when evinced by their opponents, are Joſt and 
hrown away. I muſt regret to find that there are ſuch men 
nd ſuch tempers : that with them forbearance begets irritation, 
andour is repaid by cant, and moderation encourages inſult. I 
pppeal to the Houſe whether or not the honourable gentleman's 
peech juſtifies this obſervation, I appeal to them whether any 
art of my right honourable friend's ſpeech can juſtify the manner 

n which it has been attacked. Mark the malice and the bit- 
emeſs of the honourable gentleman's inſinuations. He is gra- 
ouſly pleaſed to admit that he does not believe that we wiſh 
his country to he actually conquered by France. As one of 
he party to whom he has addreſſed himſelf, I bow with all poſſible 
ratitude for this inſtance of his candour ; but, ſays he, their avowed 
atred of the preſent Adminiſtration is ſuch, that I believe they 
ould not be difpleaſed with that ſort of invaſion that might throw 
degree of diſgrace. on the preſent Miniſters. Good God! Sir, 
hat motive does he aſſign us, and what object does he allot us! 

n eontradiction to all our profeſſions, in contradiction to all the 
aniteſtations of our actions, he boldly preſumes that we are a ſet 

f ſelfiſh temporizing traitors, who without meaning to deſtroy, 
ould wiſh the ſafety of the country to be endangered for the grati- 
cation of diſgraeing the preſent Miniſters ! of bringing, he ſays, a | 
fgree of diſgrace upon them! Upon whom? Upon Miniſters * Be- | i 110 
rimed and black with infamy, defeated by their enemies, and do- 
aded in the eycs of Europe already! we, it ſeems, wiſh an at- 
ck on our country for the purpoſe of bringing a degree of difgrace 
i thoſe men, as if it were poſſible to aggravate the ſhame and in- 
gnity of the fituation which they have brought on themſelves. On 
e queſtion of the Defcnce of the Country, we haveabſtained from 
proaching them, and they repay us with inſult. I, for one, ex- 
& no credit or applauſe fron: the partizans of theſe Miniſters, for 
© line we have purſued ſince the firſt ſcrious intimation of the dan- 
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er of an invaſion ; but, defirous as we have ſhewn ourſelves, hoy. 
ever diſtruſtful ot the Miniſter, to ſtrengthen the Executive Gove. 
meat in caſe: of emergency-—let them not miſtake our preſent fo. 
bearance—ilet chem not miſconſtrue it as the ſlighteſt indication of: 
departure from a ſolemn reſolution, to look to a day of National 
Juſtice on the authors of our preſent calamities, as the only hope of 
National Salvation. Our intermediate moderation they may trex 
as they pleiſe; but it is trving our patience high indeed to hey 
thoſe Miniſters, or their advocates arraigning us as factious traitor, 
if we dare to utter a ſentiment that may bring a degree of diſgrace 
their characters. It is too much, Sir, that we ſhould be inſultingy 
accuſed of a crafty plot to diſgrace men, whoſe want of vigour in 
every enterprize, and whoſe want of faith in every engagement, haue 
made their adminiſtration at this moment the hope of their enemis, 
and the fear of their allies. It is too much that ſuch men ſhout 
arrogantly hold their heads up in this Houſe, where I view then 
only as arraigned culprits, whoſe trial is put off. That they ſhould 
preſume that we are as inſenſible to the injuries they have infligted, 
as their own hardened hearts are inſenſible of remorſe ; that they 
ſhould come here with frontleſs inhumanity, confeſſing and boak 
ing even that, now at laſt, they have expended blood and treafur 
ſufficient to ſoothe their pride, and patliate the conceſſion of their 
adopting the advice of my right honourable friend, which, if orig- 
nally adopted, would have ſaved every one of thoſe lives, and even 
guinea of that treaſure. It is too much to ſee ſuch men cover 
equally with crime and ſhame, beſmeared at once with blood and 
mire, erect their creſts, and boldly demand ſupport from the count, 
becauſe they have endangered it, and attempt to proſeribe as faGiou 
traitors, thoſe who have fruitleſsly endeavoured to ſave it. 

But, Sir, the honourable gentleman has accounted for the ani 
mated, I will not call it the rancourous, manner in which he ha 
ſpoken, by aſſerting that my right honourable friend's ſpeech diſplayed 
at a time when moderation is ſo deſirable, the greateſt degree of pan 
animoſity. On this charge I confidently appeal to all who fit net 
the honourable gentleman. A ſpeech of more temporate coun|t, 
both in matter and manner, was never heard in this Houſe. Wher 
was the party animoſity? Yet let me retract : I gueſs the anime 
fity which the honourable gentleman attributes to ſuch counls. 
My right honourable friend's advice was to change the whole ſyitem a 
the Iriſh Government; to govern there as he would govern het; 
on the principles of equal juſtice, truth, and plain-dealing. Thi 
is the counic! gi enby my right honourable friend: this is the aggrell\ 
of his fpcech. The honourable gentleman is right to reſent it #1 
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friend to the preſent Miniſter. He is right in conſidering any ad- 


trod as the inſidious counſel of party animoſity. In corruption he 
has walked—in corruption he has thriven. However calamitous 
his carzer to his country and the people, nothing can have been 
more profitable to himfelf and his connections. The advice, 
therefore, that would tempt ſuch a Miniſter to return to the ſtraight 
paths of truth and honour, may, for ought I know, be plauſibly 
imputed to party animoſity. This is the only ground on which I 
can account for what would otherwiſe appear a ſpurt of malice with- 
out a meaning. Mr. Sheridan adverted to Mr. Ryder's accuſation 
of Mr. Fox for uſing inflammatory arguments with reſpect to Ire- 
land, while he at the ſame time pleaded the danger of anſwering 
them. The honourable gentleman had repreſented the ſpeech of his 
right honourable friend as containing matter for the manifeſto of an 
invading General. This was at leaſt a confeſſion that the facts he 
alledged were true, fince a General, on invading a countrv, would 
never enumerate to the inhabitants grievances which he knew did 
not exiſt, elſe he might be ſure that his manifeſto would be treated 
with contempt. The beſt way of preventing a French General 
from putting inflammatory topics in his manifeſto, would be to re- 
move all cauſe of diſcontent. It could not be denied that thoſe in- 
flammatory topics, as they were called, were true. -It would have 
been better to have ſhewn Mr. Fox's aſſertions to be falſe, than to 
have traduced him for making them. Mr. Sheridan warned the 
Miniſter of the dangerous eoneluſion he ſeemed inclined io counte- 
nance, that there was no diſcontent where there was do clamour. 
There were thoſe who felt and were ſilent, and thoſe who felt ſo 
were moſt to be feared.” Mr. Sheridan concluded with a ſhort re- 
view of the bill, and though he was thankful for amendments, 
which he underſtood were to be adopted from ſome ſuggeſtions of 
his, yet he till conſidered it, © if meant as a meaſure of force, 
weak and inefficient ; if as a meaſure of revenue, partial and op- 
preſſive.” He conſidered it as extremely objectionable, both in its 
principles and provitions; and he could not but remark, that it 
had been carrie through all its ſtages by the Finance Minifter, in 
the preſenee of the War Miniſter, to whoſe department it certainly 
belonged, but who had fat as dumb a ſpectator of its progreſs as if 
he had nothing to do with it. 

Lord STANLEY faid, he could not in his conſcience juſtify 
himſelf as diſcharging his duty to his conſtituents, if he ſuffered the 
preſent. meaſure to paſs without publicly diſapproving it. Like too 
many others that have lately been agreed to, it increaſed the influ- 


vice that tends to take him from the profitable path in which he has 
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ence of the Crown, which had already acquired too much ftrength, 
The honourable gentleman (Mr. Wilberforce) had much more rea- 
{on to be alarmed at the growing influence of the Crown, than at 
any foreign invation, which his Lordſhip did not believe there was 
any cauſe to fear. When actual danger appcared, then he would 
arm as readily as, any man, but till there was ſome appearance of 
danger, he could not conſent to a meaſure like the preſent. The 
tendency of the conduct of Miniſters, his Lordſhip faid, was to 
terrify the people of this country with imaginary plots and dangers, 
in order to increaſe their own influence ; though the queſtion, in 
fact, was not whether we ſhould defend ourſelves, or ſiſter king. 
dom, more effectually, but whether the Miniſter ſhould be more 
ſecurely ſeated in his place. 

Mr. NICHOLS approved of fome inereaſe of the public force, 
in the preſent juncture, but condemned this mode of doing it; pro- 
poſing to be a tax on luxury, it was partial and vexatious. Thoſe 
who keep horſes were already taxed, and therefore hid in ſume de- 
gree bought their right to uſe that indulgence, for which now they 
were called on again to pay an enormous ſum. It was in his mind 
a ſpecics of requiſition, and from its reſemblance to that part d 
French reſources he condemned it. This country was not reduced 
to ſuch extremities, and ſhould avoid them as long as poſſible. We 
had at preſent, both credit and money; but if we ever ſhould reſort 
to levy in kind, it ſhould be done on fair and equitable principles, 
extending equally to all claſſes. Incaſe of invaſion, he held that 
His Majeſty had a right to call on all his ſubjects, and ſo likewife 
in caſe of any neceſſity. On this principle alone was the practice 
preſſing feamen for the navy juſtified. But though the Crown had 
a right in ſuch cafes to a perſonal requiſition, the preſent meaſure 
went farther, and put not only their perſons, but alſo their property 
in ſuch a ſtate. He thought another plan might be brought for- 
ward, in caſe any additional exertion of the national ſtrength was 
neceſſary, which would be leſs burdenſome to the people, and alſo 
afford a more efficient ſtrength to the country. By the prefent bill 

a great many new offences would be created, as well as much ad- 
ditional trouble incurred in enforcing it. 


Mr. STURT declared, that he confidercd what had fallen from 
the honourable gentleman (Mr. Wilberforce) as an inſult to the fide 
of the Houſe on which he ſat, when they had been told that the 
were leſs anxious to repel an invaſion than to change the Admin 
It was unworthy of any liberal man to accuſe gentlemen 
who oppoſed the meaſures of Adminiſtration with being diſloyal and 
diſaffected. With regard to the enemy, he thought from the fits 
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ation of their harbours, and the number of their men of war in 
Breſt, as well as tranſport veſſels, &e. that their force was conſi- 
derable enongh to attempt an invaſion of this country or Ireland. 
The Eaſtern coaſt he conſidered as in moſt danger if the enemy 
made three different attacks (which, Mr. Sturt faid, he had no 
doubt but they would do.) For his own part, he believed there 
was only one ſafe way of avoiding an invaſion, and that was by 
giving relief to the poor, who were now ſtarving. 

Mr. JTEFFERY faid, that as ſafficient affurances had been 
given by Miniſters that an invaſion was threatened, he hoped every 
gentleman would join heart with hand to prevent the deſigns of the 
enemy, and, for this purpoſe, give their concurrence to the meaſure 
now propoſed for ſtrengthening the internal force of the country. 

Sir JAMES PULTENEY likewiſe highly approved of the bill, 
but as an amendment, could wiſh the Cavalry, like the New Mi- 
litia, previouſly exerciſed to their being called out. This, he 
conceived, might be done in ſmall bodies one day in the week, 
without much inconvenience or trouble, though General Tarleton 
ſeemed to truſt implicitly to the protection of the navy. Mr. Fox 
ſeemed not to rely ſo confidently on the protection of that force, as 
he feared the greateſt danger in Ireland where the navy would have 
a better opportunity of acting. Like the honourable gentleman 
who ſpoke laſt, he looked on the event of an invaſion as practicable 
as well as intended; notwithſtanding the utmoſt exertion of our 
navy. A landing was certainly poſſible by waiting for favourable 
opportunities. It was difficult to ſay whether the navy was moſt 
to be admired for {kill or courage; but with ſo ſmall a diſtance of 
coaft, ſome occaſion muſt occur, enabling the enemy to elude their 
vigilance. The defeats of the French in Germany were not fo 
great a ſecurity in his mind as many thought them. While they 
were ſucceſsful, they had in that quarter a great object, and all 
their force was directed there. Now that their armies were driven 
home, their proximity to us was greater, and in the general inacti- 
"ity of the winter on the continent they might be naturally induced 
to employ their force againſt us. If they once landed, though uhi- 
mately defeated, they would do much miſchief if they were only 
oppoſed by a force nearly equal, our preparation ſhould therefore 
give us a great ſuperiority. An army too, he obſerved, might force 
Ws way, if any thing equal in ſtrength, although in an enemy's 
country, as that of General Moreau had done in Germany. The 
Dutch, as well as the French, he conſidered as capable of making 
onſiderable detachments of troops; and therefore, as there was no 
Widlute ſecurity againſt an invaſion of the enemy, he wiſhed the 
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paſſing of this bill, which was calculated to avert the threatened 
miſchief. 


Mr. A. STEWART regretted that any part of the evening, f 


debate ſhould tend to irritate the minds of the inhabitants of thi 
country. He could wiſh the alluſion to the ſtate of things in In. 
land to have been omitted. Ihe paſſing of this bill could ng 
unite the inhabitants of that kingdom, if they were diſunited, at the 
fame time, it might be one reaſon for this country's raifing a grex 
efficient power, to be able to afford the readier aſſiſtance to the ſiſter 
kingdom in caſe of an attack upon it. As His Majeſty's Miniſter 
had declared that the enemy actually entertained a deſign of attemyt. 
ing to land ſomewhere, he thuught no onc could heſitate a moment 
on the propriety of railing a force ſufficient to repel them. He, 
for one, was induced to give confidence to Adminiſtration ; he dil 
not mean a blind and ſervile confidence, but one eonſiſting in a li. 
beral interpretation of their motives, a reverence for their great ta 
lents and abilities, and a perſuaſion that theſe abilities would be d. 
rected to the country's good. The efforts of Miniſters for this pur. 
poſe ought to be encouraged by a well-timed confidence, rather tha 
enfeebled by an unqualified oppoſition. 

Sir RICHARD HILL deelared, that, in his opinion, the 
country's repreſentatives could not do otherwiſe than concur in me 
fures, connected with which every thing dear to Engliſhmen wer 
at ſtake. As the Executive Government have, as in duty bound, 
informed Parliament of the hoſtile deſign of the enemy, and (ub 
mitted meaſures for the country's defence, Sir Richard aſked, ve. 
ther the country might not juſtly think that its repreſentatives hal 
not done their duty if they rejected meaſures which were propoſed t 
them, and which tended to avert thoſe impending dangers wil 
which, the country was threatened ? | 

Sir RICHARD CARR GLYN ſaid, that knowing the can 
dour of the Houſe, he ſhould not heſitate to exerciſe his right d 
ſpeaking on the queſtion—the bill immediately under the conſid 
ration of the Houſe, appeared to him to be wiſe and practicable; 
practicable, becauſe he had often witneſſed the attachment of tit 
people to the Government; and wiſe, becauſe it was a neceſan 
meaſure ; for he could not forget that he had lately heard from ti 
Throne that the enemy meditated an intention of invading the cou 
try. That the Miniſters of the Crown, reſponſible as they were“ 
the nation and to that Houſe, had ſtrongly recommended the 2 
mentation of the internal force of the country, and had ſubmim 
the bill before the Houſe, and other bills which appeared to him 
be efficient for the end propoſed. He humbly conceived that # 
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Houſe, the guardians as they were of the kingdom, the repreſen- 
tatives of the people, and the protectors of their property, could 
not do otherwiſe than concur in meaſures which have for their ob- 
ject the defence of every thing dear to the people, their property, 
the national eſtabliſhments, and the very exiſtence of the country, 
as a free and independent nation. He then ſuppoſed, for a mo- 
ment, that the Houſe were not to concur in the meaſures and bills, 
and an invaſion was to follow; what then, he ſaid, would the 
people of the country ſay * Would they not exclaim, that the Ex- 
ecutive Power had done its duty, by informing Parliament, that 
the enemy manifeſt intentions of an invaſion - that the Miniſters 
of the Crown had done their duty, by recommending meaſures of 
defence ; but what, in ſuch an emergency, would they ſay of their 
repreſentatives? That they had not done their duty in rejecting 
meaſures and precautions which would have precluded every attempt 
to invade us, and have averted thoſe evils and thoſe calamities 
which a rich commercial and manufacturing nation muſt endure, 
if ſhe is ſo ſupine and abſurd as not to make every preparation in 
her power to repel the foe. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT obſerved, that he would propoſe ſome 


? Cauſes when the report was brought up, reſpecting thoſe who had 
elt off keeping horſes after the period of their aſſeſſment. He had 
4, WY confidered an obſervation made by an honourable Member on the 
preceding night, concerning the hardſhips thoſe perſons might tall 


ne, under, who had kept but one horſe, and ho being reduced in their 
circumſtances, ſhould no longer keep it, if they were liable to the 
1 o eeſent bill; it was his intention, therefore, to make a proviſion 


for caſes of that kind. 

The Houſe divided, Ayes, 140; Noes, 30.—Majority 1 10. 

The report being brought up, and ſeveral clauſes added, the 
ill, with the amendments, was ordered to be engroſſed, and read 
| third time to-morrow, if then engroſſed. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT brought in a bill for enabling His Ma- 
eſty to require the perſonal ſervice of a body of men of the deſerip- 
non therein mentioned, which was read a firſt time. 

u Mr. SHERIDAN faid, he took it for granted, that the bill juſt 
ddr 2ught in was called the Gamekeepers' bill. He truſted the 
hancellor of the Exchequer would not preſs the ſecond reading of 
that night. He ſaid, he objected wholly to the principle of the 
Jul, as being one totally unknown to the Conſtitution of the 
onntry, and of the moſt dangerous tendency. He particularly 


hed country gentlemen to have an opportunity of looking into it; 
Vor. I, H h 
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for his part, he ſhould, in the ſtrongeſt manner, oppoſe it, and 
ſhould take the ſenſe of the Houſe upon it. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT TT ſaid, it would be no ways inconvenient 
to him to defer the ſecond reading till to-morrow. It was a very 
ſhort bill, and would not take up any length of time. He wiſhed 
gentlemen to conſider it with attention. f they took the trouble of 
reading it, they would be ſoon ſatisfied it did not merit their dif. 
approbation or cenſure. 

The bill was ordered to be printed, and read a fecond time to. 
morrow. 


Thurfday, 34 November. 


It was moved in a Committee on the Corn bill, that it ſhould 
be part of the inſtructions of the ſaid Committee to approve of a 
clauſe, allowing damaged wheat to be employed in diſtilleries for 
low wines, and in making ſtarch and blue. The elauſe was agreed 
to by the Houſe, and ordered to be engroſſed. 

A motion was made and ſeconded, that there be laid before the 
Houſe, ſuch a number of copies of the account of the additional 
charge to be added to the national debt, in conſequence of the in- 
tereſt of the loans made ſubſequent to the 27th George III. 

The SPEAKER informed the Houſe, that "Thomas Bailey 
Howell, who had petitioned againſt the return for the Borough dt 
Cirenceſter, had neglected to enter into a proper recognizance, 
The order therefore for the caking his petition into conſideration 
was diſcharged. 

The following are the gentlemen appointed to try the merits d 
the petition preſented againſt the return for the Borough of Camel 


ford. 
Sir Henry St, John Mildmay, Chairman, 


William Adams, Efq. John Petrie, Eſq. 

Sir John Wodezeuſe William Baldwin, Eſq, 

T. C. Mercalte . W. Gerrard 

R. Everett v. Lygon 

Hon. Robert Curzon Hon. Robert Fulk Greville 
Hon. George Villiers 


Right Hon. C. James Fox Th. | 
Lord Haw keſbury | Nominees, 


The Cavalry bill was brought up, and read a third time. &. 
veral new clauſes were added. 

Mr. BIDDULPH, ofter obſerving that he conceived the bills 
be a kind of requiſition bill, and not of revenue, and that therefor 
where proper perſons were not to be found to perform ſervice, thi 
it ſhould be incumbent on the Deputy Receivers General to provi 
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men in their ſtead, He ſaid he ſhould move a clauſe upon the 
ſubject. | 

Mr. Chancellor PI'TT did not think the- honourable gentle- 
man's obſervations practicable, as he did not know the Receiver 
General would be in poſſeſſion of the neceffary funds for providing 
men; beſides, he conceived it would be too much for the Receiver 
General to have that trouble caſt upon him, and he wiſhed there- 
ſore that the honourable gentleman would give up his intended 
motion. 

He then moved, that the order of the day for a call of the Houſe 
ſnould be deferred till Thurſday the 24th of November. 

Mr. SHERIDAN wiſhed to know, whether the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer meant that there ſhould be a real and effectual call 
of the Houſe; if he did not, there could be no reaſon for the call 
hanging over the heads of gentlemen. It the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer intended the call for any purpoſe of importance, he 
ought to declare fo, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT replied, that he meant the call to be 5 
fectual on the day he had mentioned. 

Mr. FOX ſaid, it was uſual when gentlemen moved for a call 
of the Houſe, to ſtate their reaſons. It had, perhaps, with reſpect 
to the firſt call of the Houſe, been ſtated, that it was in order to 
enforce the attendance of a ſufficient number of perſons to ballot for 


the ſame reaſon. He wiſhed the Miniſters to ſtate, whether the 
call was meant for ſome important public buſineſs, or merely for a 
ballot. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, he thought it right to enforce an 
attendance, on account of the ballots for election petitions, and he 
wiſhed to extend it to the time he had mentioned, becauſe he 
thought about that time there would probably be ſome very impor- 
tant public buſineſs. It was his intention to bring forward about 
that time the ſubje of Ways and Means. 

Mr. FOX prefled the Chancellor of the Exchequer to ſay, in 
poſitive terms, whether it would be abſolutely neceſſary for Mem- 
bers to be in readineſs at that time. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT replied, that on Wedneſday the 23d in- 
ſtant, he intended to bring forward the ſubject of Ways and Means, 
and he wiſhed to have as many gentlemen as poſſible in the Houſe. 

The call of the Houſe was accordingly appointed for n 
the 24th of November. 

The order of the day for the ſecond reading of the act relative to 


gamekcepers being read, 


Hhz2 


election petitions. And it might be ſuppoſed it was continued for 
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Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that doubts had been entertaine 
with regard to this meaſure, and as the gamekeepers, if enrolle; 
were not intended to be trained, there was no particular reaſon fy 
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preſſing the meaſure forward. He therefore propoſed the diſcuſſion M 
thould be poſtponed until after the receſs. He then moved ballot 
% That inſtead of reading the bill now, it be read on the 25th gf that 
November.“ mitte 
Mr. SHERIDAN faid, that if he agreed to this motion, it mui tee, 
be from a conviction that the Miniſter would never think of this bill the Se 
again. If he did not think that the Miniſter had been better ad. Tt 
viſed upon this ſubject than he was when he brought it forward, of the 
and that the Houſe ſhould hear no more of it, he ſhould hate Houſe 
moved that this bill be read this day nine months. If the Miniſter the C 
would be frank upon the ſubject, and confeſs his error upon the WM 28th - 
matter, he would ſay nothing upon it— elſe he ſhould make his ſelves, 
motion now. The Houſe had lately heard a good deal about re. ſumm 
cognizances. If the right honourable gentleman would enter into bad rn 
a recognizance that the Houſe ſhould hear no more of the ſubjed, formen 
he ſhould be fatisfied ; otherwiſe he matt proceed to ſhew that the N choice 
bill was a ſtigma on the good ſenſe of the Houſe and the Nation; 2% 0 eacl 
bill of ſuch pernicious.and foul principles, that he was confident he N chuſes 
ſhould perſuade the Houſe, it not the Miniſter, to reject it with in- Th 
dignation. He had too much eſteem for the good ſenſe of the Chan. ¶ che cut 
cellor of the Exchequer to believe that he was the author of ſuch a Mr 
bill; ſomebody muſt have put into his hand, in the form of a bill, Nordnan 
a bad tranſlation of a German romance. be laid 
Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that he was too much accuſtomed The 

to hard epithets, as applied to him, to be caſily provoked into a de- ¶ land w 
bate, upon a ſubject which did not require it, and therefore he Mr. 
ſhould not take notice of the remarks which were made upon this be ado 
bill by the honourable gentleman. All the recognizance he ſhould Bcountic 
enter into was, that he ſhould, before the 25th of November, ifpopulat 
give the honourable gentleman notice what he intended to propoſe from t. 
with regard to this bill. ? Were 
The Houſe adjourned. publiſh 
Friday, 4th November. s | =. 

The SPEAKER informed the Houſe, that the EleQors of the Nad bee 
Borough of Tregnoy had not entered into the recognizance required he get 
by law in conſequence of the Petition preſented on their behalf, WMhercfor 
complaining of an undue election for that Borough. | lated 
Order upon that Petition diſcharged. Iple of 


Upon the ſame ground the orders were alſo diſcharged relauit WWrincip] 


to the petitions for the Borough of Cirenceſter, and for the City 
of Worceſter, in which laſt caſe Edmund Lechmere, jun. was the 
| Petitioner. 

Mr. THOMAS GREN VILLE, Chairman of the Committee, 
balloted to try the election for the Borough of Southwark, ſtated, 
that Alexander Morris had diſobeyed the ſummons of that Com- 
mittee ; and therefore he moved, by the direction of ſuch Commit- 
tee, © That the ſaid Alexander Morris be taken into the cuſtody of 
the Serjeant at Arms attending that Houſe.” 

The SPEAKER faid the Houſe would underſtand that the Act 
of the 1 oth of the King gave power to a Committee to report to the 
Houſe circumſtances of witneſſes either diſobeying the ſummons of 
the Committee, giving falſe evidence, or prevaricating. By the 
28th of the King the Committee were empowered to act for them- 
ſelves, without motion to the Houſe, it any witneſs diſobeyed their 
ſummons, gave falſe evidence, or prevaricated. The Committee 
had made choice, in the preſent inſtance, of the proviſions of the 
former AQ, in which they were not irregular, as they might make 
| choice of either, the proviſions of the two Acts not being repugnant 
to each other. To ſhew this, he deſired the clerk to read the 
clauſes of the two Acts relating to this caſe. 

The motion was then put, that Alexander Morris be taken into 
the cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms. Ordered. 

Mr. COURTENAY moved that an account of the outſtanding 
orinance debentures, ſtating the ſums for which they were iſſued, 
be laid before the Houſe. Ordered. 

The report of the Army and Navy Augmentation bill for Scot- 
land was brought up and read. 


Mr. FRASER wiſhed that ſome principle of proportion ſhould 
his WW be adopted, and that the bill ſhould fall fairly on the reſpective 
ald counties. The quotas bore no proportion to the land tax, and the 


xr, {population of the country. The calculations had been collected 


rom the ſtatements of Mr. Webſter in 1755; fince that time, 
owever, a great alteration had occurred. Sir John Sinclair had 
publiſhed Ratiſtical accounts of nine-tenths of the pariſhes in Scot- 
land, and from thoſe it appeared, that the general population of 
hat kingdom had increaſed 300,000. Some counties, it was true, 
ad been ſtationary in their population; a few had decreaſed ; but 
he general population had increaſed 300,000. The quotas, 
herefore, ought to have been diſcriminative, and to have been re- 
lated by the population of the different pariſnes. That the prin- 


rinciple of the bill was to procure men. But there was another 


Iple of population was a fair one he acknowledged, becauſe the 
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point he had particularly to preſs, It related to the highlander,, | M. 

brave, hardy, and ſerviceable race, who were much attached » Mate- 

their chiefs, and would not be happy in being compelled to fery of m 

under other commanders. They were a ſet of men whoſe la Ithou 

and manners were peculiar, and would be more uſeful in caſe Naa u 

neceſſity by being kept together, than by being mixed with ot Mes e 

forces, whoſe language they did not ſpeak, and with whoſe mannen Mer hi 

they were unacquainted. He wiſhed, therefore, that a proviſin Mit wor 

might be made for permitting them to ſerve under their partie Minode 

chieftains, ight 

The LORD ADVOCATE ſaid, that what he collected fron Th 

| the ſpeech of the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, was, tha ion fo 
| in ſome pariſhes the quotas would operate more partially than in At 
others; ſuch an operation it was not poſſible in all caſes to provid Med: 

. againſt, With reſpect to the higblanders, he believed that the Tre 

would be permitted to enrol themſelves under ſuch of their chicftan M nmed 

as they liked. t Arn 


After a few words of explanation from Mr. Fraſer, the bill ws range 
ordered to be engroſſed, and read a third time on Monday. 


Perange 
Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that he had given notice yeſterds{Wſiolent 
of his intention to open the budget on the 23d of November. Whoſe a 


ſeveral gentlemen, however, might be abſent in the country up 
the important buſineſs of the bills, he had thought it moſt advit 
able to defer opening the budget to the 25th of November. 
The Committee of Supply was fixed for the 23d of Noverabe, 
and the Committee of Ways and Means for the 25th. 
The order of the day for reſuming the adjourned debate upa 
the Cavalry bill, was read. 
A freſh clauſe, on the motion of Mr. Chancellor PITT, ws 
added to the bill, by way of rider. 
Mr. SHERIDAN obſerved, that as the right honourable ge 
tleman was ſuggeſting amendments to the bill, it would not be ul 
| loſs to inquire what was to guide the diſeretion of thoſe Magiſtrats 
who were to form the different claſſes. The power entruſted t 
them would be very great, and thev might ſo manage particu 
elaſſes as to ſelect any one perſon they pleaſed out of ten. 
ſubmitted the propricty and fairneſs of making the elections Vf 
ballot. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T expreſſed a reliance on the integrity 
the Magittrates in gencral. If any inconvenience ſhould be fe 
it might ſoon be removed, ſince there was a proviſion in the 
whereby the Legiſlature might alter it in the preſent ſeſſion, it 
alteration ſnould appear neceſſary, 
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Mr. SHERIDAN remarked, that the remedy would be too 
ate - the grievance would have been previouſly incurred. He did 
t mean to throw any imputation upon the magiſtrates in general, 
although ſome, who were more immediately in the appointment, 
and under the direction of Government, were, he confeſſed, ob- 
eds of his ſuſpicion. It was juſt probable that a man might ren- 
ger himſelf objectionable, and not fo tractable as might be wiſhed. 
t would not be impoſſible to ſelect that man. But why was the 
ode of ballot objected to? If it were an improper mode, thees 
ight as well be no ballot for the militia. | 
The ſeveral amendments having been gone through, the __ 
jon for paſſing the bill was put and carried. 

At the concluſion of this day's debate, a ſingular incident occur- 
ed : a ſtranger roſe up in the front of the gallery, and called out 
© Treaſon, treaſon !”” he held a paper in his hand. The Speaker 
mmediately ordered him to be taken into cuſtody, and the Serjeant 
t Arms to clear the gallery. The gallery was cleared, and the 
ranger taken into cuſtody, but diſcovered ſuch evident marks of 
Jerangement, that he was immediately diſmiſſed. After his firſt 
lolent outcry of treaſon, he uttered ſome incoherent expreſſions to 
hoſe around him, © That he would diſcloſe treaſon at the bar of 
e Houſe.” He ſhewed no other ſymptoms of inſanity, except 
hat appeared in his expreſſions. He made no attempt to reſiſt 
hoſe who took him into cuſtody, and when ſuffered to depart, 
ent off quietly. 


Minday, 7th November. 


Sir EDWARD KNATCHBULL brought up a report from 
e Committee appointed to try the merits of the election for the 
borough of Southwark, ſtating that the Committee had this morn- 
greceived a letter from Mr. Thomas Grenville, their Chairman, 
timating that, on account of the death of a near relation, it 
outd be impoſſible for him to attend their meetings. 

Upon the motion of Sir Edward Knatchbull, the Houſe ſuſtained 
e excuſe, agreeably to a precedent in 1791. 

Sir JOHN ROUS BROUGHTON brought up the report 
the Committee appointed to try the merits of the election for 
e Borough of Malmſbury, which confirm the eledion and re- 


fXatious. 


dinted to try and determine the merits of the petition of John George 
lips, eſq. complaining of an undue election and return for the 


Im, but ſtating the petitions to have been neither frivoious nor 


Mr. JOHN SMYTH from the Select Committee, who were ap- 
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county of the borough of Carmarthen, informed the Houſe, Thy f 
the ſaid Select Committee have determined, 


That Majens Dorrien Majens, Eſq. is not duly elected a hu. | = 
geſs to ſerve in this preſent Parliament for the ſaid county of Ee 7 
borough of Carmarthen : * 

And that John George Philipps, Eſq. the petitioner, ought 9 1 
have been returned a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent Parliament 3 
for the ſaid county of the borough of Carmarthen : T 

And that the ſaid John George Philipps, Eſq. is duly eleQc; otin 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent Parliament for the ſaid county T 
the borough of Carmarthen. * 

Tueſday, 8th November. 1 

A meſſage was received from the Lords, announcing that thei - 

_— Lordfhips had agreed to the Militia Augmentation bill. Mi 
Wedneſday, 9th Navember. n 

The bill for funding the Navy Debt was read a third tim he 

and paſſed. 1 
Thurſday, 10th November. vote f 

Mr. Baldwin, from the Sele& Committee, who were appointed x5 
to try and determine the merits of the petition of the honourable WF fer 
Auguſtus Ludlow, commonly called Lord Preſton, of. the kingdon WW: * 
of Ireland, and Robert Adair, Eſq. ; and alſo, the petition « * 
the there under. ſigned inhabitants of the borough of Camel fat * 
in the county of Cornwall, paying ſcot and lot, ſeverally complais 
ing of an undue election and return for the ſaid borough, informed 
the Houſe, Upc 

That it appeared to the ſaid Select Committee, that the met ers of 
of the ſaid ſeveral petitions did in part depend upon the right «i... or 
election; and that thereupon the ſaid Committee required e , 
counſel for the ſeveral parties to deliver, to the clerk of the (i. ag 
Committee, ſtatements, in writing, of the right of election i... * 
which they reſpectively contended; 

That, in conſequence thereof, the counſel for the ſaid ſevenl 
petitioners delivered in a ſtatement as follows : & 

“That the right of election is in freemen, and alſo inhabit nce , 
paying ſcot and lot, in the borough of Camelford, in the count itneſs 
of Cornwall.“ nd the 

That the counſel for the ſitting Members, William Joſe had | 
Denniſon, Eſq. and John Angerſtein, Eſq. delivered in a fügen gi, 
ment as follows: Sir J 
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« The fitting Members contend the right of election for the 
borough of Camelford is in the mayor, capital burgeſſes, and free- 
men, of the ſaid borough.“ 

That, upon the ſtatement delivered in by the counſel for the 
aid ſeveral petitioners, the ſaid Select Committee have determined, 

That the right of election, as ſet forth in the ſaid ſtatement, 
is not the right of election for the ſaid borough of Camelford : 

That, upon the ſtatement delivered in by the counſel for the 
ſitting Members, the ſaid Select Committee have determined, 

That the right of election, as ſet forth in the ſaid ſtatement, is 
not the right of election for the faid borough of Camelford. 

That the ſaid Select Committee, having duly conſidered the ſaid 
ſtatements, and the evidence adduced before them touching the 
Tight of clection for the faid borough of Camelford, have deter- 
mined, 

That the right of election for Members to ſerve in Parliament 
for the borough of Camelford is in the freemen, being inhabitants, 
and paying ſcot and lot. 

That the capital burgeſſes of the ſaid borough have no right to 
vote for Members to ſerve in Parliament for that borough, unleſs 
they be free burgeſſes inhabiting and paying ſcot and lot. 

That William Joſeph Denniſon, Eſq. is duly elected a burgeſs 
o ſerve in this preſent Parliament for the borough of Camelford, 
in the county of Cornwall: 

And alſo, that John Angerſtein, Eſq. is duly elected a burgeſs 
9 ſerve in this preſent Parliament for the ſaid borough of Camelford. 


lei 


ime 


Friday, 11th November. 


Upon the motion of Mr. Chancellor PITT, the different or- 
ers of the day, as tbey ſtood in the book, were poſtponed, and. 
ew orders appointed. 

A meſſage from the Lords informed the Houſe their Lordſhips 


ad agreed to the bill for funding the Navy Debt, without any 
mendment, 


Saturday, 12th November. 


A meſſage was received from the Lords, ſummoning the atten- 
ance of the Commons to attend in their Lordſhips' Houſe, to 
neſs the Royal Aſſent to the bill for funding the Navy Debt; 
nd the Speaker being returned, he acquainted the Houſe, that 
had been to the Houſe of Peers, where the Royal Aſſent had 
en given by Commiſſion to the ſaid bill. 


- A KNATCHBULL, from the Select Com- 
ol. 1 
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mittee, who were appointed to try and determine the merits of the that 
petition of George Tierney, complaining of an undue election ans done 
return for the Borough of Southwark, informed the Houſe, thx MR thou 
the ſaid Select Committee have determined, take 
That George Woodford Thelluffon, Eſq. is not duly elected: 1 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent Parliament for the ſaid Borough d 
Southwark ; 
And alſo, that the faid Select Committee have determined, 1 
hat the laſt election for the ſaid Borough of Southwark, ſo fu in ot 
a> relates gde ſaid George Woodford Thelluſſon, Eſq. is void. under 
4nd aifo, that the ſaid Select Committee have determined, 4 
hat the pctition of the ſaid George Tierney did not appear ty Wey 
the ſaid Select Committee to be frivolous or vexatious: M 
And alſo, that the ſail &lect Committee have determined, next, 
That the oppoſition of the faid George Woodford Thelluſſ inf 
Eſq. to the faid petition, did not appear to the ſaid Scle&t Commit. iſ *e<"ts 
tee to be frivolous or vexatious. with 
And the ſaid determinations were ordered to be entered in the ſhould 
Tournals of this Houſe. Sir 
Ordered, That Mr. Speaker do iſſue his warrant to the clerk « s 29 
the Crown, to make out a new writ for the electing of a burge{st Ge! 
ſerve in this prefent Parliament for the Borough of Southwark, in Houſe 
the county of Surrey, in the room of George Woodford T helluſſa 795, 
Eſq. whoſe election for the ſaid Borough has been determined tobe applica 
void. ment 
Sir EDWARD KNATCHBULL alſo reported from the ai be mo 
Select Committee, that they had come to a reſolution, which the Navy, 
had directed him to report to the Houfe ; and he read the Re ent 
in his place, and afterwards delivered it in at the table, where tit were al 
ſame was read, and the refolution of the Committee is as fol Mr. 
loweth, viz. Pening 
Refolved, That it appears to this Committee, that, at the lil 
election for the Borough of Southwark, George Woodford The: 
luſſon, Efq. did act in violation of the ſtatute of the 7th of N - : 
liam III. cap. 4. whereby he is incapacitated to ſerve in Paris | = 
ment upon ſuch election. -"g 
Sir EDWARD KNATCHBULL aid, the Houſe would |. Ie. 
collect, that Alexander Morris, a witneſs ſummoned to appear be ud Th 
fore the Committee, had been ordered to be taken into cuttody fu 3 for 
diſobeying that ſummons. That man had certainly never appea "uy - 
before the Committee. He ſpoke not only in behalf of the pe- 1 BY 
tioner, but he ſpoke in behalf of every Member of that Houſe, w - : 


might be concerned in a ſimilar buſineſs. He knew,  howeG 
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that no blame could be imputed to the Serjeant at Arms, who had 
done his duty. But he truſted, chat when the witneſs alluded to 
L ſhould be brought to he bar of that Floufe, ſuch notice would be 
taken of his contempt as tlie juſtice of the caſe might demand. 

The Houſe adjourned. 


Manduy, 28th November. 


The SPEAKER informed the Houſe; that liſts had been given 
in of perſons to be balloted for compoſing the India judicatures 
under the act of the 26th of His Majeſty. 

\ new writ was ordered for Bath in the room of Lord Viſcount 
Weymouth, called up to the Houſe of Peers. | 

Mr. GREY moved, That on or before the 8th day of F ebruary 
next, the frecholders of the county of Kent, who had petitioned 
againſt the return for that county, ſhould, by themſelves or their 
agents, give in liſts of the perſons whoſe votes had been objected to, 
with the heads of the objeRions, and that the ſitting Member 
ſhould deliver ſimilar lifts to the petitioners. 

Sir W. GREY faid, he had no objection to the motion, which 
was agreed to. 

General TARLETON moved, That there be laid before the 
Houſe accounts of the money coined during the years 1793, 794, 
1795, and 1796, diſtinguiſhing the amount of each year Of the 
application of the ſum of 2,500,000]. voted laſt ſeſſion of Parlia- 
ment — Of the Navy, Victualling, and Tranſport bills iſſucd in 


i 


e month of November, and up to the 3 1ſt of December Of the 
„Navy, Victualling, and Tranſport bills due or to become due be- 


ween the 1it of January and the 3 1ſt of December, 1796, which 
Were all agreed to, and the accounts ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT gave notice that he meant to poſtpone the 
pening of the Budget till this day ſe'nnight. 


Tueſday, 29th November. 


Mr. WHIT BREAD preſented a petition from George Tierney, 


Eq. complaining of an undue election and return for the borough 
ff Southwark. 


The principal points of the petition were—That George Woad- 


le- 
be ord Thelluſſon, Eſq. was rendered incapable of ſerving in Parlia- 
ent for that borough by the deciſion of the Committee appointed 


o try the merits of the firſt election; That, at the laſt election, 

rize- fighters were employed on the part of Mr. Thelluſſon, to 

obſtruct the poll; That Mr. Joncs, the Marſhal of the King's 

ench priſon, brought forward perſons confined for debt to vote 
ä 1 
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for Mr. Thelluſſon, and that their votes were taken contrary 
law); and, laſtly, That bribery was employed by Mr. Thellufin 
to bias the votes of the electors. 

The petition being read, 

Mr. GREY ſaid that he underſtood there were ſome doubt; en. 
tertained reſpecting the propriety of recciving the petition at this 
time; for his own part he conceived it to be perfectly regular, 

The SPEAKER ſaid that it reſted with the Houſe to determine 
whether, as the certificate from the returning officer had not beer 
delivered to the Houſe, they would receive the petition, or whether 
they would be contented with the return which had been made to 
the office of the Crown, if ſuch return was actually made; and if 
it was not made, whether they would be ſatisfied with the knoy: 
ledge they had of the election having taken place. 

Mr. GREY profeſſed not to know whether the return had hee 
ſent to the Crown Office; but if it was not, it was the fault of the 
Returning Officer. But though it was not, it could be no objectim 
to receiving the petition, becauſo if ſuch an objection was ſultained, 
it would be in the power of any candidate who had violated the 
laws of election, to prevent a petition being preſented againſt kim, 
by delaying to give in his certificate. 

Mr. WHITBREAD faid, there was certainly no impropriey 
in preſenting the petition, and he hoped that an early day would be 
appointed for taking it into conſideration. He deſired that the r- 
ſolution of the laſt Committec upon the Southwark election ſhul! 
be read, and likewiſe a reſolution of the Houſe againſt practiſing 
bribery at elections. The reſolutions being read, Mr. W hitbrea 
expreſſed a hope that the Houſe would vindicate its own honour an 
dignity by taking particular notice of theſe reſolutions, and the eo 
duct of Mr. Thelluffon in the Southwark election, and he int. 
mated an intention of moving ſomething to that effect. This it 
would defer till after the mers of this election were tried; at tit 
ſame time he hoped that the conſideration of the petition would take 
place of others, that a deciſion might be paſſed as early as poſſible 
upon a ſubject of ſo much importance, He therefore moved, 
That the petition be taken into conſideration on this day fortnight 
meaning to follow up the deciſion of the Committee with fo 
other motions. _ 

The petition was ordered to be taken into conſideration on Tut 
day the 13th of December. 

The Speaker announced, for the ſatisfaction of the Houſe, thi 
the return had been made at the Crown Office. 

A new writ was ordered for the borough of Saltaſh, for dt 
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dedtion of a burgels to ſerve in Parliament, in the room of Edward 
Bearcroft, Eſq. deceaſed. 
| Another writ was ordered for the borough of Winchelſea, in 
the room of Richard Barwell, Ely. 
The call of the Houſe was poſtponed till Tueſday next. 
The following are the names of the gentlemen who are appointed 
to try the merits of the petition preſented againſt the election for 
the borough of Leominſter : 


W. Praed, Eſq. Chairman. 
Hon. Capt. Berkeley J. Oſborne, Eſq. 


0 S. Yorke, Eſq. Sir J. D. King, Eſq. 

i W. Melliſh, ſq. G. Chalmers, Eſq. 

| W. M. Pitt, Eiq. O. Williams, Eſq. 

" Sir D. Carnegie G. N. Edwards, Hſq. 
G. W. R. Harcourt, Eſq. J. Blackburne, Eſq. 


D. P. Coke, and 5 
W. Du = 2 j Eſqrs. Nominees, 
The following gentlemen are appointed to try the merits of the 
election for Milbourne Port: 


W. Dickinſon, junr, Eſq, W. Tatton, Eſq. 


Ty W. Drummond, Eſq. J. Leiand, Eſq. 
E. Burrow, Eſq. G. Baillie, Eſq. 

ay Sir C. Biſhop Fi. Lloyd, Eſq. 

be J. Jefiery, Eſq. C. Lefevre, Eſq. 
W. Clive, Eſq. Sir W. W. Wynne. 


C. Wallop, Eſq. 
W. Smith, Eſq. and) "TE 
Hoa. John e,, 


IPedneſday, 3oth Nævember. 


Mr. MANNING preſented a petition from a number of mer- 
chants of the City, ſetting forth the inconveniences ariſing from 
the inadequate accommodation for the increaſed ſhipping of the port 
of London, and praying that the Houſe would take the premiſes in- 
to eonſideration, and afford fuch relief as they ſhould think fit. 


ible The peticion was referred to a Committee, conſiſting of the 
vel, Wi Chancellor of the Exchequer, the Members for the city of London, 
gh, for the county of Northumberland, and the Members for the ma- 


ritime counties, 


Sir WILLIAM YOUNG moved, That there be laid before 

u. the Houſe, the Report of the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, to the 
Lords Commiſſioners of the Treaſury, relative to the different plans 

thi ſubmitted to their conſideration, for the accommodation of the ſhip- 
ping in the port of London. 

i: Mr. Alderman ANDERSON ſeconded the motion, and ſaid, 
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he was happy that this Report wag to be laid before the Houſe, ang Morri 
he hoped it would be printed for the uſe of the Members. The city ordere 
of London were aware of the inconveniencies felt from the ina. An 
quate accommodation for the increafed ſhipping of the port, and na 


ineluſi 
turned their attention to the ſubject, and with this Report in ther 


ble. 

eye, they had formed ſuch plans for the improvement of the ae. 4 Mi 
commodation of the ſhipping, as, when brought forward, he hoped to mo 
would meet with the approbation of the Houſe. = Ordered. detail 
Mr. ROSE moved, That an addreſs ſhould be preſented to His that it 
Majeſty, proving that he would be graciouſly pleaſed to order to be Ame 
laid before the Houic, accounts of all monies iſſued in conſequence ance, 
of addreſſes of the Houſe of Commons, and not made good by Par. indict 
liament. large. 
Upon the motion of Mr. MET CALF, the order for taking e no 
into conſideration the petition preſented by T. Burges, Efq. again tice th 
the return for the borougb of Bridport, was diſcharged. when 
The order of the day for the Houſc to go into a Committee Wi ;udecd 
Supply being moved, neight 
Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, he ſhould take this opportunity t a man 
give notice, that it was intended to move certain army eſtimates the off 
and extraorcinarics of the navy, which had not yet been brovght the op 
forward, in a Committee of Supply on Friday next. mited 
The Houſe went into a Committce of Supriy. nis tri; 
Mr. Chancellor PITT moved, That it is the opinion of the vas in 
Committce that the ſum of 420,000). of diſpoſable overplus, r. from t 
maining in the Exchequer, be applied towards making good tis Court 
grants of this year, which was agrecd to. „ expreſ 
The Houſe being reſumed, the report was ordered to be received BiWremoy 
to-morrow. rations 
Thurſd: y 3 ft December. 3 

A new writ was ordered to be made out by the clerk of the full; 1 
Crown for the borough of Higham Ferrers, to elect a Burgcls u ty per 
lerve in Parliament, in the room of Serjeant Adair, who had at to enal 
cepte.! the ofiice of Chief Juſtice of Cheſter. be rer 
Friduy, 2nd December. Ce 

The SPEAKER informed the Houle, that he Yad received 1 gar ex 
letter ſtating that Alexander Morris, againſt whom an order had bring ; 
been iſſued in conſequence of his not appearing to give evidence rents 
won the trial of the petition on the Southwark election, was 10 borate 
in cufc dv the Sergeant at Arms. Mr. 


The. MAS TER. OF THE ROLLS moved tha! Alexander Mr. © 


Drc. 2. 


Morris be detained in the cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms, and 
ordered to appear at the bar on Monday, —Ordered. 

An account of the money coined from the year 1793 to 1796 
Incluſive, was brought up from the Mint, and ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. COKE ſaid he roſe in purſuance of a notice he had given, 
to move for leave to bring in a bill. He ſhould not enter into the 
details of the bill which he meant to propofe, but when he ſtated 
that it regarded the adminiſtration of juſtice in this country, it would 
immediately be recognized by the Houſe as of the utmoſt import- 
ance, The general purpoſe of the bill was to allow actions and 
indictments within limited juriſdictions to be tried in the county at 
large. Formerly in this country, when men were better than they 
are now, it was found perfectly conſiſtent with the purpoſes of juſ- 
tice that people ſhould be tried almoſt at their own doors; but now 
when circumſtances are changed, when a cauſe is in a manner pre- 
judged by the converſation which it excites in every ale-houſe inthe 
neighbourhood of the perſon concerned in it, it was very difficult for 
a man to obtain a fair trial within the limited juriſdiction in which 
the offence was committed. The bill then was intended to leave at 
the option of the party, whether he ſhould be tried within ſuch li- 
mited juriſdiction, and to enable him if he thought proper to obtain 
his trial within the county at large. The grievance which the bill 
was intended to remedy had been long felt, and had been deſcribed 
from the higheſt authority in the country, the Chief Juftice of the 
Court of King's Bench, as a great inconvenience, and a hope was 
expreſſed, that cre long a bill would be brought into Parliament to 
remove it. There were two places, Hull and Poole, the corpo- 
rations of which had the privilege of praying for a commiſſion for 
the trial of offences within their juriſdiction ; but as it was attended 
with expence, they ſeldom applied for it till the priſons were almoſt 
full; in conſequence of which, very great inconveniencies were felt 
by perſons whoſe trials were thus delayed. The bill was intended 
to enable perſons in ſach a ſituation to apply for a Habeas Corpus to 
be removed to the county jail, and to take their trial before the 
county at large, if they thoug's fit. He faid that he meant to ex- 
cept from the ogfration of the bill the city of London. Having thus 
far explained the general outline, he ſhould now move for leave to 
bring in a bill for regulating the trials on certain actions and indict- 
ments that ariſe within certain limited juriſdictions and bodies cor- 
porate within this kingdom. 

Mr. LEFEVRE ſeconded the motion. Leave was given, and 
Ir. Coke, Mr. Lefevre, the Attorney and Solicitor Generals, and 
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the gentlemen of the Long Robe, were appointed to prepare an} 
bring in the ſame. ; 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that as ſome farther time would} 
requiſite for making out the different arrangements that were nece{. 
fary, he meant to defer the budget, which was fixed for Mondy, 
till Wedneſday next. | 

Mr. FOX faid, that he wiſhed, and he dared ſay the right he. 
nourable gentleman wiſhed alſo, that the Houſe ſhould have acc. 
rate accounts of the extent of the navy debt previous to any genen 
conſideration of the financial ſtate of the country. He meant tha 
the account of the money iſſued for the ſervice of the navy ſhoul 
be made out down to the end of November. He was ſenſible i 
could not be ſufficient for a general view of the ſubject. He dil 
not know how ſuch an account was to be moved, but he imagine 
the right honourable gentleman would be very ready to give the 
Houſe the means of forming as accurate a judgement as poſſible ( 
the ſtate of the country. | 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T faid, that it was impoſſible to have an ae- 
curate account of the navy debt, as it was compoſed not merely d 
navy bills, but arrears, of which accounts were made up at partie. 
lar times, and it would derange the whole buſineſs of the offices in 
which they were made up, ſhould they at preſent be called upon t 
prepare theſe accounts. It was eaſy, however, to move for ap 2. 
count of the ready monies iſſued for the ſervice of the navy, fine 
the month of October, to the preſent time. In contemplation d 
the attention neceſſary to be given to the ſubject, in laying befor 
the Houſe the financial ſtate of the country for the preſent year, |: 
ſhould converſe with thoſe beſt acquainted with the particular depart 
ment, and move for ſuch accounts as could be prepared, and whict 
would tend to give a more perfect view of the ſubject. 

Mr. FOX ſaid, the account for November would be as accurtt 
as the account for October; he did not imagine it would be corre; 
but as far as it went it would furniſh the Houſe with more complet 
means of information. | 

Mr. GREY ſaid, he had intended to move for the account al 
luded to, but he ſhould not now puſk it, as it was ſaid that it cou 
not conveniently be produced. He, however, hag} other accoutt 
for which he now meant to move, an account of the ordnance deb 
not provided up to the 3oth of November, 1796; of the old du 
on forcign ſpirits, for three years, ending 1oth October, 1794 
and alſo for one year, ending 1 oth October, 1796; of the 
on beer, for three years, ending 1oth October, 1794; and fu 
one year, ending 1eth October, 1796, which were agreed to. 
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The order of the day for the ſecond reading of the Gamekeepers 
bill being read, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, he did not mean to trouble the 
Houſe farther with this bill at preſent ; he ſhould only add, that a 
clauſe might be introduced into ſome other bill during the preſent 
tion, to exempt from the ballot for the ſupplementary militia, 
ſuch gamekeepers as might chuſe to enrol themſelves voluntarily, 
with a power to call them out along with the militia of the diſtrict. 
He therefore moved, "That the ſecond reading of the bill be poſtponed 
till this day fix months, which was agreed to. 

The Order of the day for the Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a Com- 
mittee of Supply being read, ſeveral army and navy eſtimates were 
eferred to it; after which the Houſe went into the Committee, 
Mr. Hobart in the chair. 

The SECRETARY AT WAR faid, that theſe eſtimates 
were ſo much matter of courſe, and ſo little different from thoſe of 
laſt year, that he did not conceive that it was neceffary for him to 
ſay any thing upon them, and he ſhould content himſelf with mov- 
ing the different reſolutions meant to be founded upon them, He 
moved as the firſt reſolution, That the ſum of 70,0001. be granted 
for horſe furniture, &c. for the year 1797. 

General TARLETON faid, that when the army eſtimates 
were firſt brought forward, he had remarked, that the articles 
which had been omitted would amount to 580,0001. but in juſtice 
to his own accuracy, he was bound now to obſerve that they 
amounted to 707,000]. In fact, it was not very remarkable that 
he had committed this inaccuracy, for in a war in which every 
part of the expence had exceeded the calculation, it was not extra- 
ordinary that he here found the real amount beyond his computa- 
tion. From the eſtimates now on the table, it would appear that 
the expences of the army next year would be fix millions. He un- 
derſtood, from common rumour, that it was ſtill intended to per- 
ſevere in the ruinous ſyſtem of carrying on the war in the Weſt In- 
dies. He underſtood a new Governor, a perſon, indeed, of high 
character, was to be ſent out to St. Dominge, and that enterpriſes 
which had coſt ſo much treaſure and ſo many lives, were yet to be 
carried on without any poſſibility of advantage to this country. He 
ſhould only ſay a word or two about the deſign which general report 
likewiſe circulated, of a deſign to ſend an army to Portugab of ten 
or twelve thouſand men. While Miniſters had come forward, and 
wich the alarm of invaſion, ſtated the neceſſity of increaſing the mi- 
litary force of the country, there certainly was ſome inconſiſtency in 


ſuch a deſign. If ſuch a force was ſent out of the country, there 
Vol. 1 K K | 
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DEC. 
could be no reaſon for the extraordinary meaſures which were M. 
brought forward for our defence. The Gamekeepers' bill had been hem 
given up, and the Cavalry bill, which was calculated fo much omm 
annoy the people of this country, ought likewiſe to be abandonei Mouſe 
if ſuch a number of men could be ſpared. The army of Portugi remel 
was generally underſtood to be ſmall, and the troops but ill did. ere 
plined. If the commanders who were ſent with troops to join this Th 
ill- appointed body, could achieve any thing of importance, tha Hot cx 
certainly would be entitled to great credit. France was much near he ex 
Portugal than we were, and in all probability the Republicans would Great 
_ endeavour to ſtimulate the fluggiſhneſs of the Spaniards, with 60 
whom we were now at war, to attempt ſomething againſt h. !'»r. ey, 
tugueſe, and he was afraid that our aſſiſtance wel. 01) red Grant 
them to that ſituation which had been the conſequence of our ter- « * 
mer exertions in favour of Holland and our allics. eſty, 
The SECRETARY AT WAR ſaid he ſhould ſay a fey hed 
words upon thoſe points of the honourable gentleman's ſpeech, « ” 
which at all bore upon the queſtion. It was impoſſible to be per- Majeſt 
feAly accurate in the eſtimates for the ſervice, and it was held to regime 
be ſafer to exceed than to fall under the amount. He expected that 3 
ſome of the articles would fall ſhort of their preſent amount, d WWieſty, 
particularly which regarded the money allowed for the ſubſiſtenee miſſari 
of ſoldiers, as they wauld cither he reduced upon a peace, or kept Mt 
in barracks cr quarters near the coaſt, ſhould the war be continued. Nereatec 
Sir WILLIAM MILNER afked if the accoutrements alludel ſalary 
to were for the cavalry to be raiſed in conſequence of the Jate bil Thi 
The SECRETARY AT WAR faid, that it had no ref had be 
at all to the new Cavalry bill. ed by 
The fri reſolition was then put and agrecd to. now al 
The ſecond refolution was then propefed, that the ſum of ilſpoſed | 
7500!, ſnould be granted for reduced Anierican officers, fur tt WI Gover 
year 1707 Mr 
Mr. GREY wiſhed to be informed when the extraordinarics d though 
the army would be brouglit forward? lie was 
The SECRETARY AT WAR ſaid, th: it they would certainly Th 
be brovght torward ſome time in the courſe of the ſeifion, but h gentle 
did nor know whether it would be regular to do it at fo carly a Þ* offices, 
riod of the ſeſſion. out an 
Mr Chancellor PITT ebſerved, that there was a particun Mr 
period fixed by act of Parliament for producing the account of t of brir 
army extraordinaries, which was not yet arrived; at the (ant Wi were | 
time the amount of them would certainly be ſpecified in the bucg BN openin 


nezt week. 


Mr. GREY replied, that he believed it was uſual to bring 
dem forward before the firſt of February, but that when the ſeſſion 
commenced at an early period, they were commonly laid before the 
Houſe previous to the opening of the budget. It was certainly ex- 
remely neceſſary that the expences of the laſt year ſhould be known: 
before the Houſe voted the eſtimates for the enſuing year. 

The SECRETARY AT WAR then moved, That a ſum 
not exceeding 45,0001. be granted to His Majeſty, for defraying 
he expences of making certain roads and bridges in that part of 
Great Britain called Scotland. — Granted. 

« That a ſum not excceding 115, oool. begranted to His Ma- 
ieſty, for the payment of reduced officers of the army and marine. 
Granted. 

« That a ſum not exceeding 180,000]. be granted to His Ma- 
ieſty, for defraying the expence of the increaſed rates of ſubſiſtence 
oinnkeepers. — Granted. 

« That a ſum not exceeding 136,000). be granted to His 
Majeſty, to defray the expence of ſupernumerary officers of fencible 
regiments and independent companies. —Granted. 

« That a ſum not exceeding 106, oool. be granted to His Ma- 
jeſty, to defray the expences of the Paymaſter-General and Com- 
miffaries for the army.” — Granted. 

Mt. M. A. TAYLOR aſked, if there was not a new office 
created, of Inſpector General of invalids, and if there was, what 
ſalary was annexed to it? 

The SECRETARY AT WAR anſwered, that no ſuch office 
had been created, and the reaſon was, that this duty was perform- 
ed by a gentleman who originally held another office, which was 
now aboliſhed. He did not know what falary he had, but he ſup- 
poſed that he was paid in the fame proportion with other officers of 
Government, 


Mr. M. A. TAYLOR faid, his reaſon for aſking was, that he 
thought every unneceſſary office ought to be aboliſhed, and therefore 
| he was extremely jealous of thoſe which were recently created. 
int The SECRETARY AT WAR hoped that the honourable 
gentleman would perſevere in his fearch into the Government 
e offices, and he would be much obliged to him if he would point 

out any that were unneceſſary. 
run Mr. GREY roſe to correct what he had ſaid reſpecting the time 
of bringing forward the army extraordinaries; he found that they 
were made out laſt year on the 25th of December, previous to the 
wan opening of the budget, and he gave notice, that after the Houfe 
Was refumed, he would move for this account. 
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Mr. Chancellor PITT profeſſed to have no objection to its he. 


ing made out. 
Mr. SARGENT moved — © That a ſum not exceeding 


1,900, o24l. be granted to His Majeſty, for defraying the expence Le 
of the ordnance ſervice.” be gt 

Mr. FO underſtood that part of this ſum was meant to be . b nz 
plied in order to furniſh arms for the new cavalry raiſed by the lat cc 
act of Parliament. He mentioned this, becauſe he underſtood jeſty, 
that, in every part of the country, there was ſo much difficulty in M 
underſtanding and in executing the act, that a general hope was grante 
entertained, if it was not — that, at leaſt, it would not be liſhm 
proceeded upon. Tt 

Mr. Chancellor PI I'T faid, that this was the firſt time tha WW dered 
over ſuch a rumour had reached his ears. There were ſome trifling M. 
difficulties which might afterwards be removed by an explanator an acc 
act; but there was nothing, he was confident, in the act to ob. from 
ſtruct the execution of a plan which muſt ultimately prove ſo ad. Order, 
vantageous to the country. 

Mr. FOX was cxtremely happy to hear from the honourable 
gentleman that an explanatory act was to be introduced, becauſe i Th 
would give thoſc gentlemen who diſapproved of the former act, an WW rich, 
opportunity of voting againſt it. Aj 

Mr. M. A. TAYLOR did not know where the Chancellor of WT hetf 
the Exchequer had got his information; but he knew of ſeveral Whad be 
meetings that had been held in the country, where every gentleman Miſfremoy: 
put a different conſtruction upon the act; tor his own part, he com Nxveſt p- 
ſidered it as quite impracticable to underſtand a ſingle clauſe of it. eard | 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that after the honourable gentle- iſto be! 
man oppoſite had confeſſed his inability to underſtand the act, it at th, 
would certainly be preſumptuous in him or in any other perſon to Ap 
attempt to explain it. rom ce 

Mr. M. A. TAYLOR defied the Chancalor of the Exche- ert of 
quer, though he had prepared the bill and carried it through ti: ner pe 
Houſe, to conſtrue a ſingle clauſe of it. Ap; 

The reſolution was then put and carried. f Flin 

Mr. SARGENT then moved, © That a ſum not exceeding Wcdged, 
I 14,000], be granted to His Majeſty, for defraying the expences . M. 
of the ordnance land fervice for 1795, for which money has don, h. 
1 2 voted by Parliament. —Granted. hat Si: 

That a ſum not exceeding 74, oool. be granted to His Mount o 
19 for defraying the ordnance ſea ſervice for 1795, for wh ir Edu 
money has not been voted by Parliament.—Granted. leſs, 

« That a us not 1 I 25,0001. be granted to His Ma at the 
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for 1796, and which have not been provided for by Parliament, 
— Granted. 


Lord ARDEN moved, "That a ſum not 1 653, oool. 


be granted to His Majeſty, for defraying the expence of half pay 
to naval and marine officers. — Granted. 


« That a ſum not exceeding 768, oool. be granted to His Ma- 
jeſty, for repairing and rebuilding ſhips of war.” —Granted. 

Mr. ROSE moved, „That a ſum not exceeding 7 000l. be 
granted to His Majeſty for defraying the expence of the civil eſtab- 
liſhment of the province of Canada.” — Granted. 


The Houſe being reſumed, the report of the Committee was or- 
dered to be received on Monday. 


2 Mr. GREY moved, „That there be laid before the Houſe, 
n account of the extraordinaries of the army incurred and paid 
tom the 20th of December, as far as they can be eſtimated.” 
|. WF Ordered. 


AEnday, 5th December. 


le 
1 The bill for removing the lent aſſizes from Thetford to Nor- 
an wich, was read a firſt time. 

A petition againſt the bill from the Mayor and Corporation of 
Thetford was preſented, ſtating that the lent aſſizes for Norfolk 
ral WW had been held from time immemorial at Thetford, and that the 
an removal of them would produce great inconvenience to the North- 
on- Nveſt part of the county. The petitioners, therefore, prayed to be 
| eard by their counſel againſt the bill. The petition was ordered 
tle- eo be laid upon the table till the bill be read a ſecond time, and 
n Vat then they ſhould be at liberty to be heard by their counſel. 

n to A petition of a fimilar nature was preſented againſt the bill, 

rom certain frecholders and inhabitants reſident in the North-weſt 
che. Wert of the county. Ordered to be laid * the table with the for- 
the ner petition. 

A petition was preſented from certain freeholders of the county 

f Flint, againſt the election of Sir T. Moſtyn. The petition al- 
ding edged, that at the laſt election for a Member for Flintſhire, Sir 


+ Moſtyn, John Lloyd, Eſq. and the honourable Lloyd Ken- 
ſon, had been condidates to repreſent that county in Parliament 
hat Sir Thomas was incapacitated from being a Member on ac- 
ount of his being under age ; that this was ſtated to the Sheriff, 
pr Edward Price, the brother-in-law of Sir Thomas, who, never- 
eleſs, perſiſted in returning him.” The petition therefore prayed, 
at the election might be declared void, and that the Houſe would 


jeſty, for defraying the ſums laid out by the Office of Ordnance. 
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paſs ſuch. a cenſure on the conduct of the Sheriff as they ſhodt 
deem fit. 

The MASTER OF THE ROLLS, by whom the petition wx 
preſented, requeſted the Houſe to be aware that it was not a pe. 
tion againſt the return, but againſt the clection, on the ground of 
the incapacitv of the Member returned to fit, on account of ji 


to | 
he 
tha 
at / 


ja? 


non- age. The caſe ſeemed to him to be ſimilar to. that in wh; perf 
there was no fitting Member; it therefore ought to have a prin niſh 
conſidera ion to other petitions. However, it was not Jis wiſh ty 8 
preſs the ſub ject with too much ſpeed. Ale: 
After a ſhort converſation, the petition was ordered to be taken and 
into conſideration on the 2d of March. privi 
A petition againſt the ſame election, by John Lloyd, Eſq. wx \ 
alfo preſented, and ordered to be taken into conſideration with the men 
former petition. be ci 
Sir EDWARD KNATCHEULL moved the order of the dy in u. 
for bringing Alexander Morris to the bar, which being read, on, 
the ſaid Alexander Norris being placed at the bar, the Speaker ad- dcr 
dreſſed him in the following manner: in itt 
Speaker What is your name:“ not tc 
Prifmier—* Alexander Morris.” Wis e 


Speaker —< Alexander Morris, you are brought here in conſe had a 
quence of a report, made by the Committee to whom it was is are: 
ferred to try the merits of the Southwark election. That report Impor 
ſtates, that you were ſummoned to appear and give evidence bes which 
the ſaid Committee, and that you negleRtcd to appear in obedient em 
to that ſummons— Have you any excuſe to give for this breach of ee un 
privilege ? or any reaſon to offer why this Houſe ſhould not proceed tigatio 
to award the puniſhment to which you are liable for the ſame!“ Mr. J 

Priſemur “ Sir, I did receive the warrant of the Committe, ent h 
but I did not know I ſhould incur the diſpleaſure of the Hou e 
The perplexcd ſtate of my private affairs forced me to be out of tit uſfon' 
way. TI throw myfelt upon the mercy of the Houſe.” lſpote, 

The Speaker immediately ordered him from the bar. mec 

Sir EDWARD KNATCHBULL faid, that the Houſe vet 
now in poſſeſſion of Mr. Morris's excuſe. It was not on belall 
of the petitioning candidate, in the preſent caſe, but for the ſake @ 
every individual Member, that he afferted ſubſtantial juſtice woul 
not be done, if the orders of the Houſe were not enforced. It x 
mained now for the Houſe to determine what puniſhment tif 
would inflict upon him. He certainly did think that Mr. Mam 
might not have been aware of all the conſequences of his diſobeck 
ence. In all cafes where it could be done with ſafety, he wiſh 
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to lean to the ſide of mercy ; the Houſe, however, would decide 
he left it entirely to them. It was his intention to have moved 
that Alexander Morris be remanded to the cuſtody of the Serjeant 


in at Arms. 3 a 

of The SPEARUR ſuggeſted, that it would be better, in the firſt 
1 intance, for the Houle to cxhreſs their opinion of the eonduct of the 
0 perſon in cuſtody, and that afterwards they ſhould found their pu- 
0 niſhment upon that opinion. 


Sir EDWARD KNATCHBULL accordingly moved, that 
Alexander Morris having been ſerved with a warrant of this Houſe, 
and having diſobeyed the fame, has been guilty of a breach of the 
privileges of this Houſe. 

Mr. GREY feconded the motion. No perſon could for a mo- 
ment doubt that this breach was one of the mot flagrant that could 
be committed, and though he agreed with the honourable Baronet 


"A 
* * 


an in what he had faid with reſpect to lenity, yet till he was of opi- 
nj en, wat lenity mould be exerciſed with caution. When he con- 


. fdercd the pretent cate, he conteited that he did not ſee any thing 
in it that could induce him to belięve that a ſevere puniſhment ought 
nt to be inflicted. The priſoner had pleaded in excuſe, that he 
was called away by ſome private buſineſs of his own, but of this he 

ne. bad advanced no proof, and the Houſe were left in poſſeſſion of his 
- re. bare affortion in extenuation of an vitence of the moſt ſerious and 
yort Important nature. Bur it was not the conduct of Mr. Morris alone 
4m hich ought to be cxpoſed to reprehenſion. The crime had been 
ommitte under very ſuſpicious circumſtances, and it would not 
de unworthy of the Houſe of Commons to enter into a full inveſ- 
fization of the buſineſs, and to inquire whether or not the agents of 
Mr. Thellution had not been tampering wich Mr. Morris, to pre- 
ent him from attending the Committee. For his own part, he 
mas convinced that it might be brought home directly to Mr. Thel- 
uſſon's agents: he ſhould therefore move, after this motion was 
poſed oi, that Alexander Morris be brought to the bar and ex- 
amined, 


The original motion was put and carried. 


wer 

coy Mr. FOX ſaid, that before the puniſhment of the offence was 
ke «FP Judged by the Houſe, it might be proper for them to inquire into 
wolle motives from which it was committed. 


The SPEAKER informed the Houſe, that the ancient practiee 
ad been, when any perſon was taken into cuſtody by the Serjeant 


fl Arms, to decree the puniſhment for his offence, in conſequence 
Obeck which, the Speaker iſſued his warrant to commit the offender to 
wild” * cultody of the Serjeant at Arms, to the Gatchouſe, or to New- 
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Di 
gate. Of late, however, they had adopted a different mode of yy, B 
cedure, by cauſing him to be brought to the bar of the Houſe, du. nian 
ing which time, the mace being off the table, no Member was 2 * 
liberty to aſk any queſtions,) and permitting him to be heard in hi fed 
own defence, after which, the Speaker announced the judgemen * 
of the Houſe. In the preſent inſtance, as he was not prepared ty op 
put thoſe queſtions which might enter into the view of the honoy. offer 
able Member (Mr. Grey,) he ſuggeſted, that Alexander Mom \ 
ſhould be called in, and that the Mace ſhould be ſuffered to remain "i 
on the table, in conſequence of which, every Member, throw * 
the medium of the Speaker, might put ſuch queſtions to the gi. = 
ſoner as he thought fit. Ant 
Mr. GREY then moved, That Alexander Morris be brought ** 
to the bar and examined, the mace being on the table. I 
Alexander Morris being again brought to the bar by the Se. hit 
jeant at Arms, | | ſo det 
Mr. GREY propoſed that the following queſtion be put to him: M 
&« Did any perſon, after you received the Speaker's warrant, conver gun 
with you upon the ſubject of attending the Committee of the Hout Mond 
of Commons *” — barg 
Mr. ANSTRUTHER ſignifying acroſs the table his diſappr M 
bation of the queſtion, mean 
The Serjeant was deſired to take Alexander Morris from th f the 
bar ; which being done, Mr 
Mr. ANSTRUTHER explained the grounds upon which E Hon f 
diſapproved of the queſtion. The Houſe had already reſolved thi embe; 
Alexander Morris had been guilty of a breach of privilege. - The ng its 
next thing for the Houſe to determine was, the puniſhment wii Mr 
it would adjudge to the offence ; and then it would only remain tit... 
they ſhould call in the priſoner, and aſk why the puniſhment ohe ga. 
not to be inflicted upon him? The mode of procedure by examl- BW nts 5 
nation, which the honourable gentleman had propoſed, would, u lods, 
his opinion, defeat the ends of impartial juſtice; for, ſuppoſing hu ou. 
to anſwer his queſtion in the affirmative, then the anſwer wait _—_ 
_ throw the guilt upon another; and, if he anſwered in the negan m 2 
his anſwer might draw upon himſelf a ſeverer puniſhment than i Som 
to which he would otherwiſe be ſubjected, which, in either ca rev, 
was directly contrary to the ordinary courſe of judicial procecdi port 0 
At all cvents, it would be holding out a temptation to him to aceul » rf 
others in order to leſſen his ovn puniſhment. Before ſuch a i Mr. 
was adopted, he hoped that, at leaſt, ſome precedent would MPunt of 
produced to juſtify it. oth N 
The MASTER OF THE ROLLS could not reconcile ih. 
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b mind to any ex1minat'on of the priſoner at the bar. In his opi- 
nion, he ought to be called upon to ſay what he had to bring for- 
4 ward in his exculpation. The Houſe might or might not be ſatis- 
i fied with the defence ; if he referred to any fact, they might re- 
* quire proof of that fact; and after hearing what he had to advance 
0 for himſelf, they ought to decide upon the puniſhment due to the 
1. offence. 
85 Mr. ANSTRUTHER moved, That he be again brought to the 
nber of the Houſe to-morrow. 
* Mr. GREY profeſſed to have no great objection to the motion, 
* becauſe, what had fallen from the honourable gentleman (Mr. 


Anfiruther) had conſiderable weight with him. At the ſame time 
it he infiſted, that the matter ought not to be lightly pafied over, and 
that ome inveſtigation ought to be entered into, of a buſineſs in 
which the dignity of the Houſe and the rights of individuals were 
ſo deeply intereſted. He thought that it would be better to remand 
Alexander Morris to the cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms, to be 
again brought to the bar on Thurſday next, on which day he 
our WWW ori move, That Mr. Henry Speck and Captain Bartlett be allo 
harged to attend. 

Mr. GREY's motion was agreed to by the Houſe, and in the 
mean time Alexander Morris was ordered to remain in the cuſtody 
of the Serjeant at Arms, under the former warrant. 

Mr. Grey ſaid, that from the papers upon the table, they had 
dnly an account of the navy debt, for the year, to the 3oth of Sep- 
ember, and he wiſhed to know if there was any mode of aſcertain- 
ng its amount up to the zoth of November. 

Mr. ROSE replied, that it would be impoſſible to give an accu- 

te account of the navy debt up to tlic 3oth of November, becauſe 

e ſtatements were collected only twice a year from the different 
orts in the kingdom, and that this being neither of theſe ſtated pe- 
ods, the account could not be called for; but he appriſed the 

ouſe that there would be laid upon the table to-morrow, not a 
rect account, but a note from which they might be enabled to 

m a pretty correct eſtimate of the preſent navy debt. 

Some explanatory converſation took place between Meſſrs. Fox, 
rey, and Roſe, reſpecting the accounts upon the table. The 
port of the Committee of Ways and Means was brought up; 
e reſolutions were read and ſeverally agreed to by the Houſe. 

Mr. FOX moved, That there be laid upon the table, an ac- 
bunt of the navy bills paid from the 3 f ſt of December, 1795, 
oth November, 1 796. — Ordered. | 
Likewiſe an account of the navy bills that have been paid, or 
Tor, I. LI 
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that may fall due, from the 3oth of November, to the 31 a 
December, 1796.—Ordered. 


Tueſday, 6th December. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT moved, that the order for the Houſe be. 
ing called over this day be diſcharged ; which being agreed to, 
next moved that it be called over on Tueſday next, which wy 
carried. 

After diſpoſing of the other orders of the day, the Houſe 4. 
journed. 


Wedneſday, 7th December. 


An account of the navy debt, due, and to become due, yy t 
the 30th of December, was brought up, laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. GREY ſaid, that upon reflection, he had abandoned th 
idea of urging the examination of Alexander Morris, now in cul. 
tody for contempt of the Houſe, and he thought it beſt to infa 
ſome puniſhment upon the offence in the firſt place, after which 
it was his intention to move for ſome inquiry, who were the perſoy 
guilty of tampering with Morris, and if he ſucceeded in ſheyin 
that very improper practices had heen employed upon the occaſion 
he conceived the Houſe would not refuſe an inquiry in which ther 
own dignity was ſo much concerned. 2 th 

The SPEAKER faid, that if it was not intended to call Ty | Ge 
Alexander Morris for examination, it would be unneceſſary that “ 
ſhould again attend, as the Houſe might proceed to conſider v _ 
puniſhment they would inflic. In this caſe, the order for the # i hi 
tendance of Morris might be diſcharged. nel 

Mr. GREY ſaid, that he then intended to move to-morron, having 
firſt, that ſome puniſhment ſhould be inflicted upon Morris, an 3 
then that an inquiry ſhould be inſtituted, who were the perſon 4 trut 
who had been guilty of tampering with the offender upon this coi en 
fion. upon t! 
A motion was then made, That the order be diſcharged. lhroug! 

Mr. ANSTRUTHER doubted whether Morris was a com. Mr. 
tent witneſs upon ſuch an inquiry; he had no objection, howent pas to | 
that the order ſhould be diſcharged. * 

The order was diſcharged. the! 
Mr. ROSE moved for a number of papers to be laid upon it 
table, indicating the objects of taxation for the year, viz. 

An account of the net produce of the duties on augions, for if 
laſt four years; 
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An account of the produce of the old duty on bricks; 

An account of the produce of the duty on coffee and cocoa nuts ; 

An account of the produce of the old exciſe duty on tea 3 

An account of the produce of the duty on foreign nd Britiſh 
ſpirits 3 

An account of the licences on the Scots my; z 

An account of the duty of a penny per mile on ſtage coaches ; 

An account of the produce of the aſſeſſed taxes, for the laſt three 
Years , \ 

The amount of the poſtage of letters for the laſt three years ; 

An account of the import of ſugar from the Britiſh Weſt- India 
plantations ; and alſo from the Eaſt Indies; and alſo an account of 
foreign ſugars imported, diſtinguiſhing the quantities exported ; 

An account of bar iron, oil of olives, hemp, and plantation 
ſtaves imported; 

An account of the amount of pepper imported; 

An account of the amount of the cuſtoms, excepting the articles 
of wine, ſugar, bar iron, &c. 

All theſe papers were brought in, and referred to the Committee 
of Wars and Means. W 

Mr. Roſe alſo brought in an account of the application of the“ 
Gſpoſable ſum of two millions 8 a half, granted to His Majeſty 
tor the ſervice of the ycar 1796. 

General FETZPATRICK gave notice, that on Thurſday ſe'n- 
night he ſhould renew a motion which he had made in the laſt Par- 
nnen on the ſubject of the treatment of Monſieur de la Fayette 


* and his unfortunate companions in captivity. He ſhould be ex- 

tremely happy to receive intimation before that time, of ſuch ſteps 

* having been taken as ſhould preclude the neceſſity of a parliamentary 
! - * 


e erference; but if he received no ſuch ſatisfactory information, 
aol be truſted that the preſent Parliament would not do as the laſt Par- 

lament had done — give any ſign of acquiefcence in a proceeding, 

upon the ignominy and horror of which there was but one feeling 
throughout the whole of the civilized world. 
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5 Mr. FOX gave notice, that on the 1 3th of February next, that 
ne ik | 
eres to ſay, as ſoon after the propoſed receſs as he could expect a Full ll 

meeting of the Houſe, he ſhould move for the repeal of the two bills 11 


f the laſt ſeſſion of the laſt Parliament; bills which were too re- 

arkable to require to be named more particularly ; bills which had 

roduced ſo much ſenſation in the country, and ſo much ſerious 

alarm to every eonſtitutional mind. ; 

Mr. Chancellor PITT gave notice, that he ſhould bring in a 

lt ' cfore the receſs for the better relief of the poor. Of this bill 
L12 
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he had given ſome intimation before. It was now his intention tg 
bring it in only, that it might be printed before the receſs, ſo 280 The : 
enable gentlemen to deliberate on its merits before it came to be iſ. art 
cuſſed. The: 
Mr. FOX deſired to know what were his intentions with reſpe& ple 
: to the cavalry act? * 
| Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that he meant immediately to bring ſur 
in a bill to explain and amend that act. Total 
The SECRETARY AT WAR brought in an account of the He; 
extraordinaries of the army, as far as the ſame could be made up oro 
the och of December, and the account was ordered to be printed for hea 
the uſe of the Members. D-fict 
The order of the day was then read, and the Houſe went into * 
a Committee of Wars and Means, Mr. Hobart in the chair. ”— 
Mr. Chancellor PII T. The ſubject which I have now to lar ena 
before you is ſo extenlive in its details, and of importance ſo evident — 
and fo ſtriking, that I ſhall beſt gratify my own feclings, as well a oy 
beſt diſcharge my duty to the Committee by abſtaining from all c- 
ſervations, which, though collateral to the ſubje ꝙ of the day, would Makin 
ſerve only to extend the conſideration, and by proceeding as expedi- The 6 
tiouſly as poſſible, to ſtate diſtinctly and ſhortly, the reſource; 41 
which we may confidently rely on for the ſervice of the year, and WW The g. 
the amount of the expences which we may have to incur. EFcfore at a 
I procced to that moſt important part of the taſk of this day, the = 
opening to the Committce a view of the general reſources of the — 
country, by which we may be able to provide for the neceſſary ſet- Protite 
vice of the year, and to ſhew them, that however great the demmani main 
may be, we are fully equal to the emergency, and prepared to meet Mel. 
it, it is my duty to ſtate the amount of the Supply, as it has been plain 
already voted, and that may be yet neceſſary to vote, for the ſer- Ec. 
Vice. | | | and | 
: NAVY. 2n 
The Committee will recollect that the vote for 
the ordinary of the navy was for 120, ooo ſea- 
| - men and marines — — ([.6, 240, oo So t 
1 To which add the amount of extraordinaries 1,420,000 e ſup 
| Making together the ſum of — . 7,660,000 * =p 
: But, that I may not leave any part of the ſervice, 
— much leſs this moſt valuable and favourite ſer- umitay 
|- vice, ſhort; and that our exertions may be inctly 
carried to the utmoſt poſſible length, I will Nate th 
; take for the navy the farther ſum of 2,500,000 ombin 
' Making altogether the ſervice of the navy, for 
{ 10,160,000 Nad gl. 


the year 1797, amount to — 
12 


r 
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| ARMY. 
| The amount of the ſums already voted for the 
army is — — 6, 613, ooo 


The account of the extraordinaries is not yet com- 
plete: but, as far as they can be made up with 


accuracy according to the account now pre- 
ſented, they appeac to be of exceſs above the 
p ſum allowed laſt yar — _ 4,302,990 
Total of the army — _ —— 10,91 3,000 
The amount of the ordnance — — 4, 1,023,000 
y The miſcellaneous ſervices, including the ſums given for the 
0 proviſion of the emigrant prieils, and under all the uſual 
Or heads * 888 Ji 
Deficiency of land and malt — — 350, ooo 
Sum for the diminution of the national debt — 200, ooo 
i Surplus of grants 1n the year 1796, which ought to have 
come in aid of the ſervice, amounting to 420,000l. would 
ar enable him to take the deſiciency of the taxes at ſo much : 
1 les; he ſhould only take the deſicieney of taxes at 1,92 3,000 
| A vote of credit which he intended to move for, and which e 
1 he ſnould afterwards explain, for 3,000,000 
b- — 
116 Making the total of the ſupply, for the year 1797 27,047,000 
4 The firſt article of ways and means, was of courſe the land 
os and malt _— _ — 2,750,000 
1nd e growing produce of the conſolidated fund J ſhall take 
ore at a very ſmall ſum, the reaſons of which I ſhall ſtate af- | 
the terwards — — — 1,075,000 
Surplus of grants o“ the year 1795, and not applied in the 
the year 1790 420,000 
ſer- Profit on the lotterv, after defraying the ſmall ſum which re- 
and mains upon it, due to the Loyaliſts, amounting to 80 or 
* 100,200], I ſhali tage at — — 200, ooo 
The loan, the cireumſtances of which I ſhall afterwards ex- | 
een plain — | 13,000,000 
fer- {WExch<quer bills, which T propoſe to iſſue in a new manner, 
and which I thall afterwards explain and prove to be both 
practicable and expedient — — 8, , ooo 
Total of Ways and Means 27,94 5,000 


So that there is an exceſs of ways and means over the amount of 
e ſupply of 298, 0001. I have ſtated the extent of what will be 
neeeſtary for the ſupply of the year, but in order to anticipate, as 
far as human foreſight can provide for an expence ſo large, in cir- 
umitances ſo difficult, I ſhall endeavour to bring every thing dif- 
nelly before the Committee. In the firſt place, I ſhall ſhortly 
ate the terms of the loan, without comprehending all the ſingular 
ombinations which have entered into this tranſaction, ſo creditable 
ind glorious to the country. The new annual intereſt to be paid 
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for the loan, as it ſtands at preſent, is ſubject to a great reductiq;, 
if the funds ſhould rife on the event of a ſafe and permanent pea, 
an event to which we have a right to look, and which this grey 
diſplay of national zeal and ſpirit is calculated to accelerate, ect! 
with to view it as a permanent intereſt, and to conſider it withou 
the proſpect of reduction. In that way the Committee will fee thy 
the loan was made at the intereſt of only 51. 1 28. 6d. per cert,, 
and I ſhould not think myſelf juſtifiable if I were to provide a le 
ſum than for the whole as a permanent annuity. And it is alſo m 
intention to add the uſual ſum of one per cent. to the ſinking fund, 
as if the loan was not to be paid off. In thts view, taking the in. 
tereſt at 51. 128. 6d. and adding one per cent. on account of the 
ſinking fund, the total intereſt on 18, 000, oool. at 61. 1 58. pe 
cent. would be 1, 215, ol. I have propoſed that we ſhall lock 
to an iſſue of Exchequer bills to the amount of 5,500,000. a8: 
fair and a praQicable means for the fervice of the year, and I & 
this becauſe I am convinced that ſo many may be circulated bath 
with economy and advantage. Other ſpecies of floating debt hare 
been found to be extremely inconvenient and injurious, from the 
enormity of the diſcount to which they fell on account of che length 
of period they had to run. But Exchequer bills were not ſubject to 
the ſame objeQion, though I ſhould not even think it wiſe to iſſu 
them even for the period of a tucle month. I think that itisan 
available means for the public until the initalments of the loan ſhall 
be made, to iſſue Excheqner bills at ſhort periods, ſay, at tare 
months, which, bearing an intereſt of a fraction above five per cent 
would be certain of never falling to a diſcount, becauſe they would 
be receivable in payment of tlie inſtalments of the loan. Ihe inte 
reſt is as near as poſſible to 5 per cent. to accommodate it in the 
uſual way to a certain ſum per diem. I am confident that no in- 
convenience will be ſuffered from keeping afloat this amount of Ex 
chequer bills, but that, on the contrary, it will be attended with a6 
vantage and accommodation to the public. If, at the end of the 
year, it ſhould be found adviſeable to take them out of circulation 
there will be no difficulty in the taſk. I propoſe to provide intereſt 
at five per cent. on the amount of theſe Exchequer bills, which vil 
be 275,0001. It is my wiſh to look to every object for which it 
have to provide in the courſe of the year; with this view we mul 
look to the amount ef intereſt to be provided for the navy debt be 
yond the amount of the former vores, | 

The total exceſs of the Navy Debt beyond eſtimate of 2796, is £.8,259.00 


Of this ſam there was provided for 4,000,000 


. pe . , 6 
There remained ther: fore to be provided, intereſt for 4250.0 
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J ſhall by and by, ſtate to the Committee, the grounds of the 
computation that I made, and of the reaſons why it has ſo far ex- 
ceeded the eſtimate that I made, and I truſt that I ſhall do it to 
| their ſatisfaction. It ought to teach us to look {forward to the pro- 
bable addition that may be required for the ſervice of the preſent 
year, and to provide largely againſt unforeſcen circumſtances. In 


5 this view, having already taken 2, 500, oool. in the eſtimate of 

n ſupply, 1 am confident that I ſhall cover every poſſible demand un- 

FI der the head of navy debt, if I provide intereſt for 3,000,000. 

Cn | | 

1 There is only one article to be added to the above, and which at 

ho the ſame time ought not to be taken into the eſtimate of the expence 

xr of the year. The Committee will recollect that one of the taxes of 

10 the laſt ſeſſion was, in its paſſage through Parliament, found to be ſo 

4 complicated, that it was expedient to give it up, * the tax on col- 

4 lateral ſuceeſſion.“ It was taken for the ſum of 1 40, oool. and nat 

* having, as it was my intention to do, provided another tax in its 

4 room, it is now my duty to make up for that deficiency ; but of 

e courſe this is not a ſum to be taken as any part of the expence of 

1 the current year. 

' to The total of the annuity to be raiſed by new burdens on the 

Ty people for theſe diſtinct heads therefore is 5 — 2,222,000l. 
But from this amount I have to deduct the ſum which the Eaſt- 

| al India Company have engaged to pay, namely, intereſt on 

hall 2,000,000], of the above loan for four years, I have to de- 

oe duct therefore — _ — 112,000l. 

7 Making the ſum to be raiſed by annual taxes _ 2,110,008l. 

1 I ſho1d not think that I had attained my object by the engagement 


h of the India Company to advance this for four years, though un- 
doubtedly it is a very handſome ſum, if afterwards it was to be left 
afloat, and might come to be provided for at that period. But I 


4 have recent information that it is to be recommended to the Court of 
| Directors, and by them to the General Court, that the Company 
the : N 
; ſhall undertake to pay this ſum annually during the remainder of 
on, pt * . 

their exiſting charter. They certainly cannot undertake more libe- 
orel all * * 2 . . 
M, and it is a handſome and becoming return on their part for 
„ the protection which they received from the country in the moment 
* of their preſſure, that they thus come forward to contribute ſo libe- 


nlly to the public ſervice. 


* My next duty is to enumerate the particulars of the taxes by 7 

which it is propoſed to defray the heavy burden which it becomes hl 
„6 ncceffary to impoſe, in order to meet the exigency of our ſituation. 15408 - 
9. This is a painful, but at the ſame time indiſpenſable part of my i # 
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D 
duty: 4 1 unn that we ſhall not ſhrink from performing this duty 
in its full extent, from any inconvenience which it may preſent, t the 
our conſtituents, far leſs to ourſelves ; that we ſhall not fail to dive ſo f 
a pledge to Europe that we have both ſpirit and reſources to lo ſour 
pur ſituation in the face, and to provide for every emergency which of p 
may ariſe in the preſent conteſt, While I talk thus, it is not he. ſo fi 
cauſe I feel the hardſhip on others to be ſmall ; on myſelf mot year 
aſſuredly I feel it to be great. Every additional burden which it i at t 
neceſſary to impoſe upon the country is undoubtedly a new ſubies four 
of regret. But at the ſame time it is with peculiar ſatisfaclion Ir. * 


flect, that the period at which I am now ſpeaking is pregnant uit 
a thouſand circumſtances, which at once proclaim the inexhauſtible —_ 


reſources, and the unconquered ſpirit of the Britiſh nation. At ſuch * 
a period I may confidently come forward without diſguiſing tie | 4 
burdens which the exigeney of the criſis requires, and at the ſans * 
time without affecting to treat them as licht Light indeed they can. ” 1 


not be conſidered, except they be ſo repreſented in compariſon with 
the immenſe importance of the objects of the conteſt— and in com- "WM 
pariſon with thoſe unnatural and violent means which have ben in 
emploved by the enemy, and have almoſt exhauſted their reſources 
I would not do my duty if I did not propoſe ſuch objects of tau. 
tion as may appear ſufficient to meet the ſcale of expenditure fr 
which it becomes neecfiary to provide. At the ſame time I an 15 
well aware that theſe objects will admit of much diſeuſſion, and 
that they cannot be fully conſidered, or fairly examined, in the fir _ 
inſtance. Their particular conſideration muſt neceffarily be the 
ſubject of future debate. I have therefore to deprecate alf haf, "a 
objections, and to ſolicit from the candour of gentlemen, that they 


will, at leaſt, forbear to cavil at any object of texation which I may * 
propoſe, unleſs they are confident that they are acquainted with and ent. 
can propoſe a better ſubſtitute. Where taxes are to be raiſed to Ko 
conſiderable an amount, as in the preſent inſtance, it is impoſſible must 
provide adequate means, which will not be liable to much objeddion. fing 
But though it will be impoſſible to avoid particular objections, f migh 
ſeems upon the whole to be the moſt fair and unexceptionable prin allow 
ciple of taxation, that the more generally the burdens are diffuſes, mea 
the more likely will they be to be equal. if we have ſcen the r. ot dn 


venue of this country, even under circumſtances the moſt unfavou- 
able, ſo rapidly accumulated and drawn from ſuch various channels 
we may ſurely look with confidence to the capability of the count! 
to bcar thoſe further burdens which will be required in the preſent 
moment. It has ſurely ſhewn a degree of energy, even more that 
ſufficient to encounter all the difficulties of the eriſis. If, after i 


— 
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the diſtreſſes of the laſt war, the burdens of which were at the time 
ſo ſeverely felt, and which ſeemed almoſt to have exhauſted the re- 
ſources of the country, the revival of the revenue in the firſt years 
of peace wis ſo rapid if within a few years it has attained a ſtate 
ſo flouriſhing, and if we, from the unfortunate experience of ſome 
years of war have been enabled to aſcertain that it has now arrived 


s at that degree of ſolidity and permaneney, ſo as to leave the old 
, ſources of the national income untouched, and even ſhew itſelf equal 
y to produce new, certain'y we may look forward with confidence to 
N proſperity beyond all eſtimate on the reſtoration of the bleſſings of 


peace. In the mean time the moſt equal principle of taxation will 
N be to render the objects as diffuſe as poſſible. And with this view 


; ] propoſe to ſelect a few of the different branches of the exiſting re- 
” venue which ſcem beſt calculated for the purpoſe, in order to pro- 
= vide the additional taxes neceſſary for the ſervice of the year. 

T The firſt branch of the revenue which I mean to propoſe to your 
15 attention is undoubtedly one of the moſt important, and which has 
wi appeared to me particularly eligible as a ſource of ſupply on the pre- 
* ſent oeeaſion ] allude to that branch of revenue which has ariſen 
* from the exciſe. The taxcs drawn from this quarter have in every 
"WR inſtance been ſo ſucceſsful as to give us confidence with reſpect to any 
io new experiment which we may be induced to make. The firſt ob- 
ea which 1 mean to ſuggeſt is one which at different times has 
a eccupied the attention of the Houſe, and occaſioned conſiderable diſ- 
fk cuſſion — I mean the article of tea, Notwithſtanding the additional 
ty duty lately impoſed on this article, the ſales of laſt year at the India 
hal Houſe have conſiderably exceeded thoſe of any former year, both 
wy IR reſpect of quantity and of quality and value. It is evident that 
de conſumption is greatly increaſed, and is now univerſally preva- 
* lent, This circumſtance pointed out the propriety of a ſmall addi- 
5 " tion! tax. From the extenſive conſumption of the article, this tax 
dle mutt be immenſely diffuſed, and therefore can only be felt in a tri- 
an fing degree by any individual. Small, however, as that proportion 
po might be, it is ſtill my intention that this tax ſhall in no degree be 


allowed to bear hard on the lower claſſes of the community. 1 
mean, therefore, to exempt from the operation of this tax, the whole 
of that coarſer ſort of tea, which, I underſtand, to be the common 
beverage of the poorer elaſſes, and which at the India ſales, does not 
xceed two ſhillings per pound. It may be urged that any additional 
Jax on tea will have the effect to encourage ſmuggling. At the ſame 
ame it may be remarked that the coarſe ſpecies of tea, which is ex- 
preſsly exempted from the operation of the tax, is the inoft caſily 
mugg led, the leaſt liable to be damaged, and alſo the moſt likely to 
Vol, I Mm ES 
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be an object of conſumption among the lower claſſes, who inhabj 
the coaſt, This additional tax I propoſe to rate at 10 per cent, 
the value of the article, and if we attend to the circumſtances of the 
additional importation . and the great increaſe of the ſales, we my 
reaſonably expect that the return will be amply productive. I an 
aware that at former periods it has been found expedient to ad 
meaſures of an entirely different tendency, which at the time un. 
doubtedly were highly beneficial. But, though we owe the benek 
of the ſuppreſſion of illicit trade to the low price to which tea vn 
reduced by former proceedings of the Legiſlature, it by no mean 
follows that it is ſtill neceſſary to continue the ſame policy. Ihen 
is not the ſame danger to be apprehended from the attempts 
' ſmugglers after their capital has been withdrawn, their habits broken, 
and ſuch regulations adopted, as muſt operate as an effectual bar u 
their future practices. If the return of peace tend to diminiſh the 
riſque of ſmugglers, at the ſame time it will ſo reduce the chargs 


Dec 


qual 
raiſe 
to de 
a ſu; 
hun« 
tity 
jnad 
The 
conti 
peo 
of th 
div 
been 
only; 
conte 
deen 


the g 
exem 
whet! 
allow 
ſum \ 


of the India Company as will enable them to lower their price 
Taking the additional duty on tea at the rate of 10 per cent. on tle 
average of the ſales of three years, it would amount to 240,009, 

An additional duty on Sales by Auction of two-pence halfpenm 
in the pound on Sales of Eſtates, and three-pence on all Sales d 


Furniture, Goods and Merchandize, will produce 40,0001. ls trip 
An additional duty of 1s. per 1000 on all Bricks made in Grea iſ" i 
Britain, I eſtimate at 36,0001. in En 
Therc is another article, which I have to ſubmit to the Commit. I «ti 
tee, which ſuggeſts nearly the ſame conſiderations as the additiond the co 
duty on tea. One conſiderable duty has already been gained u Hater 
this article, and the conſumption is ſo pernicious, that with reſpet n o 
to this article no man could wiſh that there ſhould be any limits b mote | 
the duty, fo far as are conſiſtent with the means of ſafely colleding benefi 
it. So long as the conſumption continues to a conſiderable extem iF* ple 
an addition to the duty muſt be conſidered as highly eligible in ever Th 
view of policy and morals. ] propoſe to raiſe the duty on ſpirits u eee 
the ſame proportion as before, viz. one penny on every gallond he wh 
waſh, amounting to. five-pence on every gallon of Britiſh ſpirits Hon 
The duty on foreign ſpirits will be advanced in the ſame proportio alcula 
The total amount on Britiſh and forcign ſpirits I eſtimate at the On 
ſum of 210,0001. dditic 
Another circumſtance I have to mention, muſt be ſatisfacton uſton. 
fo far as it preſents a new and eligible mode of ſupply, and yet mu cer 
occaſion no ſmall degree of aſtoniſhment in the Committee Thi 
circumſtance to which I allude reſpects the ſtate of the Diſtillend _e 
I 


in Scotland. The mode of collecting the duty on ſpirits in ti 
2 
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quarter has been by a duty. on the contents of the ſtill, The ſum 
raiſed in this way, in the firſt inſtance, was ſo inconſiderable as not 
to deſerve to be mentioned. By the laſt regulation it amounted to 


: a ſum of eighteen pounds, and had altogether produced a ſum of one 
2 hundred thouſand pounds. On calculating the amount of the quan- 
n tity of ſpirits diſtilled in that country, ſtill the duty was found very 
* inadequate to that which ſubſiſted on the ſame quantity in England. 
fe The diſproportion is fo very great, as ought not to be ſuffercd to 
1 continue. I have had repreſentations from the moſt reſpectable 
1 people in Scotland, ſuggeſting, that either with a view to the morals 
_ of the people, or on fair grounds af policy, the preſent was a moſt 
aibie object of revenue. While a duty of eighteen pounds has 
been charged on the contents of a ſtill through the reſt of Scotland, 
con a ſum of two pounds ten ſhillings has been charged on the ſame 
+. contents in the Highlands. The propriety of this exemption has 
m deen urged ſrom various local conſiderations— the nature of the ſoil, 
che grain produced, &c. It may be proper to diſcuſs, whether this 
#, WE exemption ſhould be allowed to continue in its full extent? and 
Jl whether the reaſons which have formerly been urged, ought to be 


nn allowed the ſame weight in the preſent moment? The ſmalleſt 
um which I propoſe to lay on the ſtills through the reſt of Scotland, 
is triple the preſent duty of 181. on the licence. Notwithſtanding 
this increaſe, the duty will not be equal to the proportion of duties 
in England. The ſum ariſing from this increaſed duty on the ſtills 
mu. citimate at 300, 00l. Even if the effect ſhould be to leſſen 


om che conſumption of ſpirits, ſtill the revenue will not ſuffer in any 
14 o naterial degree. This diminution muſt occaſion greater conſump- 
ſpet tion of malt liquor, and in this way will equally contribute to pro- 
its 0 note the intereſts of the revenue, while it will have a much more 


beneficial tendency with reſpect to the health and morals of the 
denple. 

The next tax I mention with regret, becauſe it will fall in ſome 
legree on the lower claſſes of the people, though it is one which, on 
the whole, ſeems to be a proper object of taxation. I mean an ad- 
litional tax of 28. 6d. on every hundred weight of ſugar. This 1 
aleulate will amount to a ſum of 280,000. 

On brimſtone, bar iron, oil of olives, ſtaves, I propoſe to lay an 
dition of ten per cent. amounting to 43,0001. and on all other 
uſtone, wines, coals, and prize goods excepted, a new duty of five 
der cent. amounting to 1 10, oool. 

The whole of theſe duties from the cuſtoms will amount to 
b6,0001. | . 

A noble lord formerly impoſed a duty on houſes; taking the 
Mm 2 
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number of windows and the rent as the criterion of the ſum to h 
paid. This laſt ſeemed to be a tolerably fair criterion of the di. 
ferent proportions which ought to be contributed by each individud, 


Dec 


is all 
ſtam 
to wh 


as it might in general be ſuppoſed that the rent and ſize of the T 
houſe were regulated by the means of ſubſiſtence of the occupier, convi 
This however was in many caſes a fallacious concluſion. In fone ment 
inſtances in the country the extent of a houſe was found to be: tion 
diſadvantage. The poſſeſſion of an old large manſion-houſe, when prote 
it was accompanied with a ſmall fortune, ſo far from ſubjcGing have 
the proprietor to additional taxes, ought rather to operate as an ex. way 
emption. The value of houſes of the ſame ſize was to be efj. fair t 
mated not ſo much according to their extent, as according to the ereaſi 
circumſtances with which they were connected, ſuch as the number perity 
of ſervants kept, and the amount of other aſſeſſed taxes charged cn make 
the occupier. The moſt equitable mode, therefore, ſeemed to be MWamor 
to levy a tax in proportion to the other aſſeſſed taxes, as theſe might Me t 
be ſuppoſed to bear a more certain proportion to the fortunes of tie N fully 
individuals. The number of ſervants, for inſtance, kept in a houk, comn 
will in general correſpond with the ſtile of living and fortunes of the NMof cor 
inhabitants. The ſum ariſing from a tax levied in this way, | iWcalled 
calculate will amount to 150, oool. and this with an addition to State. 
the aſſeſſed taxes, I take at 290, oool. all the 
The conveyance of articles, which from the preſent advanced c hol 
ſtate of ſociety, is put on ſo much a better footing, ſeems to preſent 
a fair obje& of taxation. It is, undoubtedly, but juſt that theſe 
articles ſhould be made to contribute to the public ſervice in retum 
for that convenience and protection which they derive from the pub- 
lic. Letters in a particular manner come under this deſcription. 's Per 
The increaſed facility with which they are tranſmitted to a diſtance, * 55 
and the great convenience afforded to correſpondence in conſequence ¶Pricks 
of recent improvements, may fairly allow that ſomething ſhould be Wpirits 
added to the preſent rate of poſtage. The preſent rate of charging Licenc 
letters is firſt for one, two or three ſtages; it then goes on to eighty 
miles, and from that to one hundred and fifty. This mode d 
charging by ſtages is very unequal, as one ſtage conſiſts of mor 
miles than another. I am therefore of opinion that it will be 3 
more equitable mode to charge by miles than by ſtages ; I alb = 
propoſe to adopt a new regulation with reſpect to gradations, anl Pe per 
with reſpect to the bye and croſs roads. Theſe regulations, vin Stave 
an additional penny to be paid on each letter, will, according to the 3 
beſt calculation, amount to about 250, oool. Dther A 


An additional duty on ſtage coaches will produce 60,0001. | 
The conveyance of parcels by ſtage coaches and other vebici6 
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i alſo a fair object of taxation. I propoſe to ſubject them to a ſmall 
amp duty on booking them, which will afford additional ſecurity 
to the conveyance, and I eſtimate will produce 60,0001. 

The only other tax which I have to propoſe is on a ſpecies of 
conveyance, which has alſo been much indebted to recent improve- 
ments the conveyance by inland navigation. This accommoda- 
tion to the trade and induſtry of the country, has owed much to the 
protection and patronage of the Legiſlature. To it the proprietors 
have been indebted for the periniſſion to employ their capital in a 
way ſo beneficial to themſelves and the public. It is therefore but 
fair that while the extent of their improvements diſcovers their in- 
creaſing opulence, the Legiſlature ſhould apply to this ſource of proſ- 
perity for aſſiſtanee to the exigencies of the State. It is propoſed to 
make a ſmall addition to the tolls already charged on that navigation 
amounting to about one eighth. If an addition had been made to 
the tax on inſurance againſt fire and water, and had been found 
fully to anſwer, ſurely thoſe individuals who derived ſo much ac- 
commodation as well as a confiderable ſaving from this new mode 
of conveyance, might, in return for the benefit they expcrienced, be 
called upon to contribute a ſmall proportion to the exigencies of the 
State. As this eighth would be charged only on the exiſting tolls, 
all the exemptions which were now allowed, would ſtill be permitted 
to hold good. The following is a 


RECAPITULATION OF THE TAXES. 
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ub- 
on, 10 per Cent, on Teas C. 240, ooo | 
Fe to per Cent. on Coffee, &c. —— 30,000 9 
nce Bricks — —— ES 36,000 | 1 f 
ing Licences on Scots Diſtillery 300,000 J 1. | 
. Fa 0 4 1 | | 
* Total of Exciſe Duties C. 8 56, ooo i 1 
1 CUSTOMS I! | 
Wb — — — 280,000 10 
1nd | epper 10,000 11 4 
; lo per Cent. on Brimſtone, Iron, Olive Oil and 15 
ich ta yes 8 43, 00 i | 5 
the per Cent. on all other Cuſtoms, Prize Goods, 15 F 

oals and Wine excepted — 110,000 Þ 1] 


Uther Articles on Import, ſuch asStarch, B. diebe Kc. 23,000 


Total of Cuſtoms 466,000 | 
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Aſſeſſed Taxcs, and new Houfe Tax — 296,209 
Regulation of Stam a — 20% 
Poſtage and regulation of Poſt Office — 2 ac 
Stage Coaches — — — — * 
Stamp on Parcels — — 60,00, 
Canal Nav igation — — — —— 120,00 
Total amount of new Taxes — — 2.1986 


Amount of the Annuity to be raiſed 


2,110, 00 


— — 


Exceſs of Taxcs 28,00 


Such are the ſources from which I propoſe to draw the neceſlar 


ſums to provide for the intereſt of the enormous expence of the ven. 
I am not inſenſible that in ſeveral of theſe taxes I may have made 
an erroneous calculation, and have extended the eſtimate of the 
produce beyond what it may ultimatcly turn out to be; in this 
however, I truſt the Committee will believe that 1 have been guided 
by the ſtricteſt regard to truth, and have taken the beſt criterion 
that was in my power, experience, for my guide. In thoſe taxes 
which I could ſubjeQ to that teſt, I have confidence in the accuray 
of my ftatement ; in thoſe which are untried I have at leaſt been 
moderate in my calculation. I am happy to ſay, that in looking at 
the reſources of the country, we have a right to have confidence in 
the full production of theſe duties. They are diffuſed over ſo many 
articles, that they will operate with equality, and yet will not bear 
hard on the claſſes of the poor. If we look at the production df 
. the permanent taxes, we ſhall have no reaſon to believe that the 
war has materially injured the ſources of our proſperity. 


The permanent Revenue for the year, ending 1eth October, 
1796, amounted to | 1 4,01 2,003 
And notwithſtanding the operation of the new duties and the 
influence of a ſtate of war, the average produce of thoſe 
duties for the laſt three years, was 


On the fide of ſupply, I have taken but the ſum of 3,000,000 


to meet the farther extraordinaries for the year 1797, though the 


extraordinaries for the laſt year amounted to a much larger ſum 


There are two grounds for my not thinking it neceſſary to make? 
larger proviſion ; there were many articles of charge in 1796, which 
And ſecondly, there were ſeveral ſums 
advanced which are likely to be repaid, and upon which we have 4 
For inſtance, in the advances of 1796, made 
by commiſſioners upon oath to the merchants of Greneda, there 
the ſum of 900,000. which we have a right to believe was at 
vanced upon good ſecurity, and which will, no doubt, be ſpecdi 


will not recur in 1797. 


right to calculate. 


available to the public. 


13,555,000 
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Another expence of a particular nature has been incurred in the 
interval of Parliament. I allude to aſſiſtance which has been 
mrmted to the Emperor, in order to enable him to carry on his mili- 
tary operations. That the expence of the country has been ſwelled 
by exertions which have been fo gallantly ſupported, and have ter- 
minated ſo beneficially to the common cauſe, I think no man will 
regret. I am perſuaded no man will be of opinion that we ought 
to have withheld from a brave and faithful ally the aſſiſtance neceſ- 
ſary to preſerve his independence, and to reſtore him to glory. That 
aſſiſtanee Miniſters thought proper to grant, not ignorant of the re- 
ſponſibility which they thereby incurred, not forgetting their own 


ſituation of the country it might have been matter of extreme delicacy 
to have brought forward a public diſcuſſion on the propriety of ad- 
rancing a ſum to a foreign court; they were aware of the alarm 
which might have been excited by any propoſition to ſend a quantity 
of ſpecie out of the country. It is well known that a generally re- 
ccived opinion of the miſchief which may be attendant on a meaſure 
is often productive of the reality. The conſequence of diſcufſion 
zu nicht have been to have ſuggeſted the grant of a ſum too ſmall for 
e n the wants of our ally, or too large for the means of the country. 
am On that account Miniſters declined taking the opinion of Parliament. 
ben They did not ſo far yield to their deſire of aiding the Emperor, as 
to ſtep beyond the bounds of prudence, nor did they ſo tamely ſhrink 


the rom their own reſponſibility as to withhold that aſſiſtance which 
they deemed to be eſſentially important for the common cauſe. A 

ſum of ahout twelve hundred thouſand pounds has, I believe, been 

„00% Mallotted to his Imperial Majeſty. A future opportunity will be af- 
| ded for the diſcuſſion of this particular topic, which it was not 
1 dtherwiſe neceſſary for me to mention in the preſent inſtance, than 
4 becauſe I was anxious that no circumſtance connected with the 
2000 ational expenditure ſhould be kept back on this occafion. I am 
h the dnvinced, that, to have withheld the aſſiſtance which has been 
ſum. rated, would have been to have facrificed the beſt hope of this 


duntry for bringing the preſent conteſt to a fortunate iſſue. It is 
intention, if this conduct is found to merit your approbation, 
umbly and earneſtly to claim and ſolicit your confidence in continu- 
ng the ſame ſyſtem. I cannot, for the reaſons I have already 
entioned, propoſe to you any ſpecific ſum to be granted to his 
mperial Majeſty. But, if you think proper to repoſe in Minifters 
e fame confidence in granting ſuch occafional aid as they may ſee 
o de neceffary, it ſhall, on their part, be exerciſed with the ſame 
aution. ] have therefore propoſed a ſum of three millions, chiefly 


duty, nor fearful of the event. They reflected that in the critical 


2 
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with a view of enabling Miniſters to make advances to our allie, i 
we ſhall be compelled to perſevere in the war. At the ſame ting 
we are not to conlider ſuch ſums as loſt to the country. We bin 
ſeen too many of thoſe qualities, the inherent companions of gy 
faith and honour, diſplayed in the recent exertions of his Imperij 


Dr 


excu 
and 
the c 
ſequi 
not 


Majeſty to entertain any ſuſpicions with reſpect to his condug A 
And we may confidently hope for the happieſt reſult in the preſey imp 
conteſt from his courage and perſeverance, fed by our reſources an in or 
ſupported by our conſtancy. On this ground I propoſed the vote d mig 
three millions. I ſhall add nothing farther on the ſubject of am Es 

extraordinarics. | Ol 
On the ſubject of navy debt, it was my deſire and expeAation, and 
that a full and perfect account ſhould have been laid upon the table, tant 
ſo as to have given to the Committee a diſtinct idea of the whdle A 
amount for the year. I find, however, that the account has fun 
been preſented entire. I am able to ſtate roundly what it is expect upon 
to amount to, from the progreſs that has been already made, and Coun! 
as it is laid before the Houſe ;— Thu 
The net amount of the Navy Debt up to the zoth Novem- 19 
ber appears to be C15, 7100 — 
To which add, as the probable ſum to the 3 iſt December, the ci 
1790 — — — 1, 000, % ter, 
Add to this, the ſum of Navy Debt firſt funded — 4.4% N preca 
And the amount of the Navy Debt on the 31ſt December, 4320 
1796, will be in all — 20,585,000 The 
On the z iſt December, 1795, it amounted to — 12, 302, tainly 
B 

So that the Debt incurred in 1796 is — 8,223,000 WW 
I foreſaw and provided for ci 4,000,000 2 - 
It has therefore exceeded my eſtimate, by — L 4,223,000 for th 
And it is my duty to explain how this exceſs has happened; not that Hen 
I mean to ſhelter myſelf from the imputation of error, ſo difficul "i 
to avoid in a calculation ſo extremely large; but to ſhew, as far u 
it is in my power, that it aroſe from circumſtances which I coul 1 
neither foreſee nor prevent. The explanation will perhaps ſerve v ro u 
convince the Committee that we may look with perfect reliance o 

diminution of theſe expences for the current year. | Makir 
In the firſt place, the expence of tranſports exceeded the ſum oh 


which I had imagined, and which on the moſt mature calculations 
made by perſons of the greateſt experience, I preſented to Palla 
ment, by no leſs a ſum than 1, 300, oool. This aroſe from à * 
riety of circumſtances which no human foreſight could anticipth 
and which, though the moſt to be regretted, are the eaſieſt to 
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excuſed. By the unfortunate viciſſitudes of weather, by the delays 
and diſaſters which unfortunately happened to our expeditions ; by 
the quantity of tranſports that were necetlary to be taken up in con- 


þ 5 : 5h. 

4 ſequence of theſe things, an! by the new regulations of this board 
F not being brought into perfect activity. . 

g Ant r nend of expence which has occurred, and which it was 
N impofüblet de, was the ſum incurred for foreign ranſports, 
F in or.\cr f , Into Hur own ports ſtores and proviſions, which 
F mig oe have :allen into the hands of the enemy; for the 


hi Gmourrage which we have been obVig-d to pay, and to which 
our (ts of Adwiralty, however reluctanily, have found it juſt 
and equitable to iubmit, By theſe cauſes the expence of foreign 
ran{ports, demurrage, &c. have amounted to goo, oool. 

Another head ot unforeſeen expence was the unprecedented diſ- 
count to which the navy bills fell, and which operated fo injurioufly 
upon commerce and on public circulation. On this head of diſ- 
count there has been paid no leſs than the ſum of 600,000. 
Thus, therefore, the Committee will ſee that in three articles only, 
which it was impoſſible to anticipate, there has been expended near 
ooo, oool.; and when they take into their farther conſideration 
the circumitances of our having a new maritime enemy to encoun- 
,coo WW ter, and alſo a threatened invaſion to repel, for which meaſures of 
1000 precaution have been taken, it will not be thought that the ſum. of 
4,200,00c]. above my calculation is a very remarkable error. 
co The practical uſe that we muſt draw, however, from the fact cer- 
„%% tainly is, not to avoid all eſtimates, but to make our eſtimates with 
as much correctneſs as poſſible, but at the ſame time to claim a 
large, though diſcreet, indulgence for unforeſeen circumſtances ; and 
in the ſtatement of the ſupply I think I have made ample. proviſion 
for the naval exertions of the year, even if the obſtinacy of the 
enemy ſhould oblige us to continue thoſe exertions through the 


whole of the year. The Committee will recollect that there has 
been already voted — 


could | | 
* nder the head of Navy, — — 17.660, ooo 
To which J added the farther ſum of — 2,500,000 


-— — cc 


Making together the ſum of | 


10,160,000 

um nd 10 this I now add, for which I have alſo made pro- 

** viſion, the probable ſum of —— 3,000,900 
| otal of Navy for the year 1797, — 13,160,000 


Vhen the Committee will ſee, if they deduR the ſums that have 


Xen paid under the head of tranſports, foreign freights for the 
Vol, I. Nn 
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bringing home of flour, &c. together with demurrage, and the 
amount of the diſcounts on the navy bills, all articles which are ng 
likely to recur, is fully equal to the expenditure of the laſt yen, 
which, with all theſe unforeſeen accidents, was 15,212,000, [ 
ſtating theſe eſtimates I have endeavoured to bring forward to the 
view of the Committee all the information which they can poſſiby 
defire on the ſubjet. I have ſtated in its utmoſt extent the ſea); 
of expenditure which it may be neceſſary to incur, if we thall fil 
be called to perſevere in a conteſt conneRcd with our honour, oy 
happineſs, our independence, and ſafety. I truſt that I have fait 
enough on this topie, and that if the alternative ſhould be preſented, 
the Britiſh nation would need no incentive to fupport ſuch a cx 
teſt with vigour and perſeverance, rather than ſubmit to protradt 
miſery, evaded piſchief, and certain digrace. Such, undoubtech, 
will be their conduct, if they wiſh to maintain the character which 
they inherit from their anecſtors, or to tranſmit the privileges ther 
enjoy undiminiſhed to their poſterity. In this period of the wa 
(God grant that it may be ſhort !) it is ſtill matter of much conęn 
tulation, under all we have ſuffered, under all the accumulated 5 
ficulties ariſing from a conteſt as unexampled in its exertions, 3 
tranfeendently important in its objects, and notwithſtanding the vi. 
lent and unnatural means employed by the enemy, that by oppoſing 
to them the conſtant fruits of regular induſtry, protected by a fyſten 
of civil order, we have been able to meet the exigeney of the criſs 
and to provide ample reſources for every branch of the public {x 
vice. If after four years of war, not only the permanent revenit 
is not effected, but even the new taxes are found to be fully produ- 
tive, if the ſtate of internal induſtry and domeſtic improvement & 
hibit a picture of proſperity, which would amaze incredulity, if! 
did not 2ddrefs itfeif to obſervation, we have ſurely great and fold 
ground of ſatisfaction. I have formerly had occafion to deſerit 
the highly flouriſhing ſituation of our commerce, which even und 
circumſtances the moſt unfavourable has increaſed with aſtoniſhing 
and unexampled rapidity. It is vith infinite pleaſure I am en. 
abled to ſtate that the reccipts of the laſt quarter fully confirm the 
ſymptoms of our growing proſperity ; and it thoſe of the other qua 
ters increaſe in the ſame proportion, the whole exports for the yet 
will amount to thirty millions. This flouriſhing ſtate of our afſai 
ought not to leſſen our moderation, or abate our deſire for peatt 
But that peace is not worthy of the name which is not calculated! 
afford internal and external ſccurity, to preſerve to us the bleſlng 
of our Conſtitution, to protect the operations of our induſtry, and 
maintain the dignity of the Brieifh character among foreign nation 
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It is the reſtoration of ſuch a peace which. alone is truly defirable, 
and in ſeeking which, we ought to be careful not to miſtake the 
phantom for the reality. I beg pardon for not being able to with- 
hold the expreſſion of my feelings on this ſubject. They are feel- 
ings which want not to be enforced by words. They are the feel- 
ings of the Britiſh nation ſpoken by ſubſtantial acts, evinced by the 
moſt unequivocal diſplays of zeal, the moſt liberal exertions in aid 
of the public cauſe, and ſupported by powerful and ample reſources. 
[tis my moſt fervent wiſh that the ſpirit of Britain may be an ex- 
ample to other countrics, that her reſources may ever keep pace with 
her zeal, and her preſervance be crowned with the moſt diſtinguifhed 
ſucceſs. I now move that, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to 
His Majeſty, the ſum of 18,000,000 be raiſed by annuities, 

Mr. GREY ſaid, that at a time when the enormous burdens 
with which the country was already loaded, required the utmoſt vigi- 
lence and caution which the repreſentatives of the people could ex- 
ereiſe, and when ſo great an additional weight was to be impoſed, he 
hoped the Houſe would recollect the important duties which their 
ſituation, as guardians of the public purſe, called upon them to 
diſcharge, and which ought to induce a minute examination of the 
unexampled expence which had diſtinguiſhed a war the moſt diſ- 
aſtrous in which this country had ever been engaged, a war which 
he had ever thought was equally detcitable in its principles, as it 
threatened to be dangerous in its conſequences. Much as he ad- 
mired the eloquence with which the right honourable gentleman had 
adorned the falſe and deceitful ſtatements he had made, he ſhould 
be ſorry if it could fo far blind the Houſe to the duty they owed 
their conſtituents, as to induce them to lay on the burdens that were 
propoſed without inquiring how the expence was incurred, and 
adopting meaſures by which the extravagance which prevailed in the 
public expenditure might in future be checked. To night the right 
honourable gentleman had introduced topics ſomewhat different 
from thoſe upon which he had uſually inſiſted. He had now 
thought proper to adopt, as the criterion of national proſperity, an 
account of the exports and imports, and upon this proof he had 
reſted the triumphant concluſions he had deduced. Laſt year this 
ſtandard had never been mentioned; it was the facility of raifing 
money, it was the low rate of intereſt, upon which a loan could be 
negociated, upon which the right honourable gentleman had placed 
the proofs of the flouriſhing ſtate of our finances, and the undimi- 
niſned vigour of our reſources. Now he had not ſaid a word of 


the plenty of money, or of the low rate of intereſt. Indeed with 


what propriety, with what decency could he have held that language, 
Nn 2 
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when the Houſe would recollect that the Chancellor of the Exche. 
quer actually had it in contemplation to adopt that expedient, again 
which he had ſo often declaimed with ſo much vehemence—that ; 
forced loan was in agitation, and that this threat was actually con- 
tained in a letter from the right honourable gentleman to the (Gy. 
vernor of the Bank“, in order to accelerate the railing of the ſupplies 
for the preſent year. But now it ſeemed that it was from a com- 
pariſon of the imports and exports that The extent of our proſperity 
was to be determined. He had occaſion, however, to examine the 
account alluded to, and he had been told in that Houſe, that the ex. 
ports and imports did by no means aſcertain the real ſtate of ou 
commerce, or ſupport the concluſion of our proſperity. The ven 
account itfelt muſt ſhow that any inference founded upon it is e. 
roncous. Thirty millions appeared to be the amount of our ex. 
ports, of which one fifth was coffee. This was the important dv 


* The feullawing is the letter of. the Chancelbr of the Exchequer bm 
referred ta by Mr. Grey: 


„ GENTLEMEN, Do ning-ſtreet, Wedneſday, Nov. zo, 1796. 


Under the preſent circumſtances, it ſeems of peculiar importance that 

a mode ſhould be adopted tor the providing fer the ſervice of the enſuing 

year, without incurring ſo heavy an annual charge, and fo great an it 
creaſe of capital as would attend a Loan made in the accuſtomed manner u 
the preſent price of the tunds. | 

© With this view, it is in contemplation to propoſe to Parliament, that 
all perſons poſſeſſed of a certain income, ſhould bc required to lend a ce. 

tain proportion of it, ſay one-fourth, to be repaid at the period and on tit 
terms ſtated in the incloſed memorandum. 

« There is great reaſon to hope that many perſons poſſeſſed of conſider 
able income, both in the Capital and in the Country, will be induce, 

without waiting for this meaſure being enforced, vo untarily to contribute 
in a larger proportion than would be required of them; but the extent d 
ſuch a contribution will, in a great degree, depend up-n the affect of et- 
ample, and particularly on the degree of countenance which the meaſat 
may recrive from the Bank. 

& T will . queſt the favour of you, to lay theſe conſiderations befor 
the Court of Directors in the firſt inſtance, and after, if they think , 
before the Court of Proprietors, and to expreſs my earneſt hope, th t fron 
their zeal for the public ſervice, and their ſenſe of the importance of dt 
preſent crifis, they will not be 4ifiuclined to take the lead in a meaſure 
which muſt have the mo't beneficial effect on public credit, and the mol 
evident tendency to accelerate the reſtoration of peace on ſecure and bo 
nourable terms. 

«« I have the honour, &c, &c. Ac. 
| . « W. PITT. 
To the Governor and Deputy 
Governor of the Bank of 
England, | 
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NS. 
he- cyment, then, upon which we were to be amuſed with lofty ſtate- 
int ments of our increaſing wealth and unimpaired reſources. While 
it 2 fix millions were ſtated as the amount of the export of coffee, only 
"0h two or three were ſtated as the amount of the imports—and yet, 
G0. upon ſuch a paper as this, was the true ſituation of the country to 
lies be aſcertained | The right honourable gentleman had profeſſed a 
om. ſincere deſire of ſtating every article of the public expence, that as 
erity fir as poſſible he might meet it with a ſuitable provition. This 
the was the language which the right honourable gentleman had em- 
ex. ployed in bringing forward every budget, and this profeſſion of ſin- 
Our cerity in the defign had generally been accompinied with a failure 
ver in the execution. Laſt year the ſame dcfire of ſtating every expence, 
er and covering it with a proper proviſion, had been profeſſed, and 
te what was the reſult? The navy debt might ſtand for an example. 
t ch. He profeſſed to bring every thing forward; he had examined every 
item of the navy debt; this article had gone beyond his expectations, 
ben and the other would not again occur, and his conclufion was, that a 
ſaving this year would in all probability enſue. In December, then, 
a ſum of 1,500,0001. was provided; inſtead, however, of this 
136 proviſion being found adequate, after having perſuaded the Houſe 
Fr to refuſe every inquiry that was propoſed, and to refign every power 
by % of controul with which it was inveſted, the right honourable gen- 
nern tleman again came forward in April, when he had obtained more 
4 complete means of aſcertaining what the public exigeneies would 
1 demand, and after more than three months of the year Lad elapſed, 
n tte and declared that four millions would be neceſſary. Upon this oc- 
eaſion he had again urged the neceſſity of providing for the ſupplies, 
* by fairly ſtating their probable amount, and again it appeared that 
ribur ſo far from this ſtatement being corre, it did not amount to one 
ent df WAY balf of the real extent of the navy debt. Now the right honourable 
of er entleman had upon the preſent oceaſion taken to pieces a variety of 
ealu: BY artieles of the account, repeating the fame comments which he had 
befor BY uſed, ſtating that many of them would not occur next year, that 
b ft, many aroſe from temporary cauſes, and in ſpite of the fallacy with 
I which in former inſtances this reaſoning had been attended, in defi- 
1 ance of the experience of what had ſo frequently happened, he 
mt ain eſtimated the amount of this ſervice at three millions below the 
nd bo ſum to which laſt year it had amounted. The right honourable gen- 
tleman ſaid, that he muſt here act upon probable opinion, and doubt- 
„s in ſuch caſes this muſt to a certain degree be the rule; but when 


I was found every year that the amount of the ſum calculated was 
ncreaſed, it was natural that experience ſhould have pointed out a 
different mode of proceeding , and induced the right honourable 
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gentleman to come forward and ſtate ſuch increaſe as an expenge 


which it was not difficult to ſee, and which it was proper to proric He 
for. Notwithſtanding all the reaſonings he had employed, and 2 " 
the probabilities of diminution he had urged, the navy debt had ex. who 
ceeded his ſtatements ; and he ſhould therefore have concluded, thy "i 
if ſome articles which had not been expected had accrued this ea Spa 
and were not again to be expected, there might others be found of z 
which likewiſe had not been foreſcen. Every war had diſplapel "Og 
the danger and the falſehood of ſuch calculations, confirmed by 179 
what the right honourable gentleman's own experience ſuggeſted; * 
and it was his duty, therefore, to have obſerved the Conſtitutions navy 
mode of making proviſion for every expence which was likely to ce. OA, 
cur, a mode which at once ſecured the intereſt of the public, ani * 
preſerved the proper functions of the Houſe of Commons. The * 
ſam required for the ſervice of the preſent year was 27, 640, oocl. mo. 
Here, however, he muſt complain of the practice of bringing for. Maker 
ward the ways and means before the Houſe could be acquainted Nc u 
with the amount of the expences of the preceding year. Such 2 mo. 
practice was highly unconſtitutional, for it prevented the Hod WW more 
from exerciſing its powers of controul, and enforcing that economy Wi genes 
which it was bound to exerciſe. Upon the eighteen millions bor. WM Chri. 
rowed, there would be a diſcount for prompt payment of 200, oool. amin 
which had not been taken notice of, [Here the Chancellor of the i 40.1 
Exchequer obſerved, that it was not uſually put in.] Mr. Gro Wing, 
continued, that this was not of any importance to the general argu- WY That 
ment he ſupported. He maintained that every thing of which a kame 
eſtimate could be formed, ought to be included in the ſtatements « WM 2n4 d. 
the expence of the year, and properly provided for. There wer the f. 
a few obſervations which he had alſo to make upon the amount « N hich 
the taxes impoſed, and their fitneſs to meet the public exigencies. Wcongd 
It was his opinion, that the taxes laid on fince the war were inade plan t. 
quate to the debt that had been funded; and, upon a compariſon of the 
the different ſums borrowed, with the amount of the taxes provid! M. 
for the payment of the intereit, a deficiency appeared upon the what the oh 
of 35a, oool. This would evidently appear upon a compariſon Bi noti 
the different ſums of intereſt which had been ſtated each year fn them 
the war, with the produce of the taxes which had been impoſed it Bithat tt 
the payment. cant 
| 2 ral 682 luſion 
In 1793, the ſum to be raiſed was 252, 8 121. produce, 145, * 
„ Sg K 773.324 7% er 
„„ 1.227,11 4. 25·% BE 
bl 


8 1,534,354 1,0' 5,228 
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In which ſtatement it was to be obſerved, that in the produce of 
the year 1795 was deducted 200,000l. ſtock in hand of the wine 
duty, and 40,0001. from the regulation of franking, but upon the 
whole, there was the deficiency of 372,0001. Allowing, how- 
ever, for what had been diverted to the payment on account of the 
Spaniſh armament, there would remain the permanent deficiency 
of 372,0001. which he had ſtated. If then it was conſidered that 
the wine tax would not be ſo productive in future as it had been in 
1796, becauſe the produce of the ſtock in hand was to be deducted, 
25 no provifion was made for the 315,000]. intereſt of the old 
navy debt, and as intereſt was to be provided for thoſe funded in 
Odober, it would be neceffary to provide for theſe before the right 
honourable gentleman could ſay that the public expences were fairly 
covered. The right honourable gentleman had provided funds to the 
amount of 1,100,0001. but if all the articles unprovided were 


of the funds already allotted, the funds provided ought to have 
amounted to near three millions, at leaſt there would be a deficit of 
more than 800,000l. Theſe points at preſent he only took in a 


"m5 general view; at ſome future period, as ſoon as poſſible after 
bot Chriſtmas, he intended to bring forward the ſubject for minute ex- 
Dol, amination, Upon a more extenſive inveſtigation of the ſubject it 
te Wi would be found, that great and preſſing as the burdens about to be 
77 Wi impoſed were, there was ſtill a million of freſh taxes to be found. 


ig · That fo much of the expenditure conſiſted of ſums over which Par- 
a lament had exerciſed no controul, was a point of ſerious importance, 
sand demanded particular diſcuſſion. If they retained any regard for 
ver Wh tie functions with which they were inveſted, and that economy 
it d which the fituation of affairs ſo much required, the Houſe would 
"ae. N conſider the ſubject with ſerious attention, and adopt ſome effectual 


ade: plan to check the extravagance which was practiſed, and that neglect 
* f of their eontyol which marked the public expenditure. 
vide 


Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that though he chiefly conſidered 
the obſervations of the honourable gentleman as intended to convey 
a notice of a future diſcuſſion of the ſubject, he could not allow 
them to paſs altogether without remark. He was ready to admit 
hat the exports and imports were not very correct, and he never 
meant to argue from them as by themſelves ſupporting a preciſe con- 
luſion with regard to the ſtate of our commerce. They were, 
owever, as correct now as they were on former occafions, and by 
a Compariſon of them with what former ſtatements of the kind af- 
orded, it appeared that the exceſs of the exports over the imports 


taken into view, the amount of the old navy debt, the deficiencies 


as as great as in time of peace. It was not a new tepic which he 
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had introduced on the preſent occaſion. Year after year, he 44 
been told that the exports and imports were fallacious, and in realiy 
he had never founded any inference upon them abſolutely, but merely 
obtained a concluſion by a compariſon with other years, concciving 
it fair to ſuppoſe that the ſame degree of incorreQneſs prevailed x 
one time as at another. He was glad that the honourable gentlema 
had reminded him of the loan. It might have been imagined, in. 
deed, that he had omitted ſaying any thing of the terms on which 
it was concluded ; becauſe, if there ever was a loan which required 
nothing to be ſaid in its defence, it was the preſent. In truth, te 
had intended to have ſaid a few words upon the ſubject, but in the 
multipiicity of the details he had to go through, it had eſcaped him, 
If the honourable gentleman, however, compared the ſtate of the 
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three per cents. when he conſidered the rapidity with which the ſub. * 
{cription had been filled up, the rate of intereſt that was to be given, 53 
and the ſum of capital to be ereated, had he attended to the effech ae 
of the ſinking fund, and that in fix years under particular circun- Mio n 
ances, the rate of intereſt in the five per cents. might be reduced ij * 
four per cent. he would not find that the terms of the bargain required Char 
any apology or defence. He would find that the Public had faved V 
no leſs than 16 per cent. at preſent, and, in a poſſible event, not les bas k 
than 50 per cent. If the honourable gentleman would 2ompare the Nemon 
four laſt years of the laſt war with our preſent ſituation, after four Me, nn 
years of war, he would find that only one loan, in which the actul dorar 
intereſt was ſo low, and this at a period when the general funds were given 
ſomewhat higher, and when the intereſt of the particular fund wa "ny 
not reducible, as in the preſent caſe. He was ſurpriſed to hear the this ; 
objection to the diſcount, for it had been made for the firſt time in excite 
a caſe in which it could not at all apply. If there was no nceeſſiſ WWever 
for the iſſuing of Exchequer bills by the quantity of money reccivel Hof th 
upon the loan in prompt, the intereſt which muſt have been allow viel 
upon the former would have been ſaved, ſo that in this view tit BWWſtruti 
advantage would be conſiderable. It was ſtated by the honourable N tem 
gentleman, that the taxes impoſed fince the war, had fallen ſho, WWwhict 
and were inadequate to the ſums that had been funded. It v and a 
not fair, however, to conſider the produce merely, but it was n ruins 
ceſſary to conſider what the taxes would probably produce when th Has f 


war had ceaſed. The honourable gentleman conceived the tus ſubjee 
of 1796 to have fallen ſhort, becauſe he ſuppoſed that the vii: Dodge 
tax would not be ſo productive, but ſeveral of them had not ys taten 
been fairly brought to proof; and the wine duty had laboured under 
diſadvantages which it was needleſs to enumerate. But unleſs 

trial was fairly made, and it was aſcertained, that in the eourſe of 
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full year, the wine duty had not produced the ſum at which it was 
eſtimated, it could not be ſaid that any deficiency exiſted. Beſides, 
although they had fallen during two years of war, might not they 
riſe in peace to the ſum at which they had been flated? The ar- 
gument of the honourable gentleman only proved that it was proper 
to wait and ſee what the event would be, and if it ſhould appear 
that a real deficiency exiſted, he ſhould then feel himſelf called upon 
to come forward and move an additional proviſion. But in the firſt 
place it was neceſſary to examine the ſubject with accuracy, before 
they admitted ſuch a conctufion, and adopted ſuch a meaſure. 
From ſuch an inquiry he did not fecl himſelf diſpoſed to ſhrink. 
He conceived it probable, that the taxes would be equal to all the 
funds which they were aſſigned to ſupport, and he wiſhed to know, 
whether the experience which had already been obtained, was ſuch 
28 ought to have induced him to come forward to propoſe additional 
burdens, while the neceſſity of ſo unpleaſant an alternative was by 
no means aſcertained ? | 


0 Mr. GREY faid a few words in explanation, to which the 
red Chancellor of the Exchequer replied. 

ved Mr. FOX. Notwithſtanding the abundance of evidence which 
ll has been brought forward by my honourable friend, to prove the 
the erroneous manner in which the right honourable gentleman oppoſite 
” to me has thought proper to treat the ſubject of this evening's conſi- 
Iu 


deration ; notwithſtanding alſo the opportunities which will be 
given of future diſcuſſion, I ſhould not be ſatisfied that I had per- 
formed my duty as a Member of Parliament, were I to paſs over 
this day without expreſſing ſome of thoſe feelings which have been 
excited by hearing one of the moſt falfe ſtatements of finance that 
ever was brought forward; calculated merely to delude the people 
of this country, and accompanied with ſome political obſervations 
which are a libel upon the Conſtitution, if indeed it be a free Con- 
ſtitution : Such obſervations that I would ſooner die than avow 
them ; for if the principles conveyed by them are true, the end to 
which they lead muſt be the downfall and deſtruction of this Honſe 
and all its privileges, and the eſtabliſhment of a dictator upon its 
runs. I ſhall firſt, however, make ſome obſervations on what 
has fallen from that right honourable gentleman, relative to the 
ſubject of finance. It has ever been his boaſt, that in opening his 
budget, he has always come forward with plain, true, and candid 
ſtatements of the full extent of the charges to be made for the cur- 
rent ſervice of the year. Upon more occaſions than one, I allow 
this to be the caſe, and I have not hefitated to beſtow my praiſes 


upon ſuch conduct; but as to the buſinefs of to-day, after the dif- 
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cuſſion that has taken place between him and my honourable friznj 
is there in the whole country ſo miſerable a dupe, or is there ae, 
ing ſo corrupted and fo entirely devoted to every meaſure of Mini 
ters, as to ſay that a fair ſtatement has this evening been laid beſ 
us? It is unneceſſary for me to enter into minute details, I wif 
to call the attention of the Committee to principles. By the cone 
lidation act (27 G. III. c. 13. f. 72.) it is provided that a pap 
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ſhall be laid upon your table, with an account of the annual chargy bs - 
of the public debt, together with an account of the produce of h. mil 
duties impoſed, or of any addition that ſhall be made to the reveny "Ps 
for the purpoſe of defraying the increaſed charges. Now it appear little; 
that in fact ſince the commencement of the war, the increas . call 
charges amount to upwards of four millions, and that taking ti ek a 
amount of taxes aſter, making allowance fur the Spaniſh armamen, WM, been 
the ſtoppage of the diſtilleries and other neceſſary admiſſions, ther hn 
is a deficiency in the proviſion made for theſe charges, to the amount riend, 
of 80,0001. but this does not appear in the paper officially laid be oward 
fore the Houſe. But we are told, that were it worth while, let thi -96; 
be obſerved, were it worth while, all this could be cxplaincd in: * freſl 
moſt ſatisfactory manner. What does the right honourable g Mr at le 
tleman mean? will he dare to lay claim to the character ot a tar de 
and candid Miniſter by barely telling us © what fignifies what b ride 
the actual produce, mv calculations are perfectly accurate, and th iſh ge 
is ſufficient;“ it may be ſaid, and indeed it has been ſaid, that n HOme te 
ſtating this deficiency many of the taxes have becn taken only tir p by 
part of the year, and ſome of them have not commenced. [lis Wh. righ 
however, is not the caſe. I take them from the 5th of July, 1795, aa ten 
to the 5th of July, 1796; but let them, if you pleaſe, be taken tron e real 
the 1oth of October, and the coneluſion will be found to be th et with 
fame. But the right honourable gentleman farther ſays that a deus an 
ciency may aQually take place during the years of war, but that on F im; 
the return of peace, and by the aſſiſtance of additional regulations WW mor 
ample compenſation may be made. If this be the mode of rea at dh 
ing to be adopted, what is the uſe of this boaſted paper of accounts: Ne amo 
It is a mere form, a ſhadow. Let the deficiency be what it will limp 
80,0001. or one million, let the uſual accounts he made up to fl lar, th 
tisfy the words of the ſtatute and let us leave the real deficiency i fee, a 
be afterwards provided for the beſt way we can, or by ſome peace WE nc ur 
regulations. What is this, Sir, but flying from duty, and tum cee e. 
the buſineſs of finance into inſult and mockery ? Such conduct uns imp, 
comes with a peculiar ill grace from that right honourable gentlema at moi 
His inconſiſtencies upon the preſent occaſion it is impoſſible to eb ought | 
meratc. I remember well, upon the ſubject of ſpirits, he was fi. leney, | 


2 
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merly of opinion, that the duty would be too great ; but now it is 
impoſſible to raiſe it ſufficiently high; and with the moſt aſtoniſhing 
facility of argument, both war and peace are to tend equally to ren- 
der it productive. It was ably contended by my honourable friend, 
that the navy debt was not de fas provided for, and what is the 
fort of anſwer we receive to this“ There is, or there may be, 
« ſomething like a deficiency, but look to my calculations, I can 
« make it all right in point of figures, and, as to three, four, or eight 
« millions of deficiency, I can provide for that ſome way or other.” 
o make ſuch excuſes and obſervations as theſe may indeed coſt 
little ; but are they ſatisfactory, are they to be endured ? Is this to 
de called a fair candid ſtatement ? Are we to demand and look for 
ruth and reality in the inveſtigation of the ſtate of our finances, and 
o be merely amuſed and entertained with the right honourable gen- 
leman's opinions, conjectures, and imaginations * My honourable 
nend, in ſtating this actual deficiency of taxes to the amount of 
pwards of 80,0001. has taken the produce of the taxes up to July 
-96; and he has fairly and properly demanded, that before laying 
dn freſh burdens, this deficiency be acknowledged and provided for, 
rat leaſt that in the mean time the Houſe be not inſulted with the 
roduction of a paper which, contrary to fact, ſuppoſes this to be 
provided tor already. To underſtand what I now urge, I only 
iſh gentlemen to read that paper and judge for themſelves. To 
ome to a fair deciſion, I do not conceive it neceſſary to go back 
ep by ſtep, but to look merely at the ſums total. But here, indeed, 
e right honourable gentlaman might be-inclined to interrupt. me, 
nd tell me, as he has already told the Houſe in his ſpeech, that for 
e real produce of taxes we are not to look to a time of war ; and 
et with the ſame breath we are informed, that this has been ſo glo- 
jous and fo fortunate a war, that our commerce, in point of exports 
d imports, exceeds any former period of peace, and the old taxes 
e more productive than ever. If this be true, it is ſtrange indeed, 
at while the war has not affected the old taxes, it ſhould diminiſh 
e amount of thoſe which are newly impoſed. As to the exports 
d imports, my honourable friend has mentioned one curious parti- 
lar, that one fifth of the increaſed exports conſiſt of the article of 
tee, and in order to ſhew the Committee the fallacy of any depen- 


fee exported in the Cuſtom-houſe books exceeded that which 
S imported; now as no one could be ſuch a fool as to believe 
at more of that luxury was ſent out of the country than was 
Wght into it, upon examining the cauſe of this apparent incon- 
(ency, the myſtery was explained by finding that the coffee ex- 
O 0 2 


nee upon ſuch ſort of ſtatements, I remember that formerly the 
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ported was eſtimated at a conſiderably increaſed value. 


PARLIAMENTRY 


[Conons, 


The riohe 


honourable gentleman, however, immdiately informs us, that le 
reaſons only comparatively from the preſent ſtate of exports 20 


imports. 


{ obſerved nothing of that comparative reaſoning in jj 


firſt ſpcech. 'The right honourable gentleman told us, in ſomethin 
of a commanding manner, that the exports of the preſent year voi 


amount to 30 millions. 


The country, Sir, indeed ſtands in nee 


of ſome comfort, and J ſhould be ſorry to diminiſh any of its fuk. 
ſtantial comforts ; but if this increaſe of exports and imports be: 
ſource of conſolation, as far as it goes, it has not been wanting x 


any period, except during ſome part of the American war. Du. 


ing the war, under the conduct of Sir Robert Walpole, and ab 


during the feven ycars war, this increaſe was equally c\{crvable, [ 


am not a perſon inclined to erect theories, but rather to oppoſe then 


if not confirmed by ſome fort of experience; but I have no doc 
there are many perſons who can give ſatisfactory reaſons why expo 
and-imports ſhould increaſe in the ti. ne of war, generally ſpeaking 
and why the American war proved to be an exception. It my 
likewiſe be added, that ſuch a proof of the flouriſhing tate of tt 
reſources of the country was never brought forward by Mr. Pellan, 
Lord Chatham, and other Miniſters, when placed in a fimil 
fituation in the wars to which I have alluded. 
leave to make a comparative ſtatement of finance of a different w 
ture, and take the liberty of making a calculation of what muſt i 
the peace eſtabliſhment at the end of this war. To do this, I ti 
the average of the additional charges for the five laſt years, and ad 
about 500,0001. more, which, altogether, will amount to aba 
This day we are called upon to vote abvi 
2, 200, oool. yet enormous as this ſum is, if the Houſe and tt 
public attend to the real ſtatement of facts brought forward by N 
' honourable friend, although the Houſe is about to vote burgOl 
equal to the whale that have been impoſed in ſome of our moſt g# 
rious wars, equal likewiſe to the firſt three years of the Fran 
and American war, they will find, that above one million mor 
If this be true, as it certainly is, un 
ſhall we ſay of the fair flatement of the right honourable gen 
man? I come now to make ſome ebſervations on the terms of 
'The terms of the loan during the latter years of l 
American war, I have not now exaQly in my memory, nor b 
neceffary to ſay much about them. The remarks I mean to 
at preſent, relate to the variety of ways which the right honou 
gentleman finds it convenient to bring forwar-i tie dicterent loa! 
Laſt year we heard of noti ing from 


four millions. 


ſtill actually neceſſary. 


preſent loan. 


has had to negociate. 


I muſt now by 
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lt but the wonderfully low rate of intereſt, being only 41. 138. 6d. but 


he we never were informed of the diſadvantages attending its being in- 
and veſted almoſt entirely in a three per cent. ſtock. This year it ſeems 
hi we are do hear little or nothing about the intereſt, but we are to 
lng have our ears filled with encomiums upon the goodneſs of the 
* terms. What would that right honourable gentleman have faid 
Kel to me, had I laſt year ſtated to him, that upon the loan for the ſuc- 
ub. ceeding year he would have to give 51. 128. 6d. per cent intereſt. 


de: [ muſt here alſo bring to his recollection the act for the appropria- 
1 tion of one per cent. for the reduction of the debt. Has he forgot 
). chat bill and the principle upon which it is founded? I remember 
al that when I ſtated the hardſhip which by the operation of that bill 
e. was attached to ſucceeding Miniſters, by ebliging them to borrow 
hem more than they immediately wanted, he with ſome degree of truth, 
ou replied, that they would not on this account be forced to borrow at 
ors higher terms by reaſon of the additional credit ariſing from the ap- 
ng propriation of the one per cent. to the purpoſes intended. If this 
ma was the caſe in 1782, is it to be left out of the calculation in 1796 
\th This additional one per cent. will make the intereſt to be raiſed 
an, bl. 15s. But I ſhall now come more particularly to conſider the 
mi WY terms, and this may be done in two or three different ways. Let 
r be us firſt conſider it in point of intereſt, and ſtate it thus: At the time 
the bargain was made, the three per cents. were at 56. Of courſe 
Ede intereſt to be made in that ſtock was 51. 7s. the four per cents. 
tak believe were ſomething near 73, and the intereſt about 51. 1 18. 
but by the preſent bargain no leſs is given than 51. 1 28. 66. : this, 
abu however, is taking it in the moſt advantageous point of view; but 
abod let us conſider it differently. The diſcount, as I underſtand, to be 
allowed for prompt payment is three per cent. When, therefore, 
a ſubſcriber goes on the 1 3th of January to pay his money, he is in 
the firſt place allowed the three per cent. diſcount, and alſo one qua- 
ter of a year annuity, amounting to 11. 5s. fo that in fact making 
the proper allowance, he pays only 951. 1 28. for which he becomes 
entitled to 11 21. 1 28. five per cent. ſtock. Now ſuppoſe this fub- 
ſeriber had laid out his money in five per cent. ſtock, without the 
intimation of the preſent loan, the five per cents. at the time of the 
bargain were at 86 and a half, but allowing for the dividend be- 
coming due in January, 21. 10s. is to be deducted, fo that at the 
time the firſt inſtallment is to be paid, for 8 41. fterling the ſubſcriber _ 
would receive 1001 five per cent. ſtock ; there would then remain 
of the ſum he has to pay, which is 951. 128. 111. 1 28. more to 
lay out, and making the proportional calculation for this ſum, in 
Which I think I cannot be much miſtaken, the whole quantity of 
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ſtock he would receive would be 1131. 16s. ; about 26s. more ſto 
than a ſubſcriber to the preſent loan, or about 18. 4d. more inter} 

All this appears to be in favour of the terms of the prefent lean; 

but let me now diſtinctly point out the real difference between 
perſons in theſe relative ſituations of old or new ſubſcribers. The 
old ſubſcribers in the five per cent. ſtock are in this ſituation, that 
if the fund riſes the government has them at their mercy, by being 
very ſoon enabled to pay them off at par. If indeed the fund ſhoud 
become lower, he ſtill continues to have this five per cent. but cb. 

ſerve how the intereſts of the new fubſcribers are guarded. They 
can if they pleaſe hold their ſtock three years after the five per 
cents. are redeemable at par, and may then receive payment in three 
per cents. at 75, ſo that at all events a ſubſcriber to the new lon 
will be entitled to 41. 10s. perpetual annuity, while the old ub. 
ſeriber may be obliged, from the circumſtances of the caſc, to Put 
up with only three per cent. Let us now, on the other hand, ſup. 
poſe, that credit is to be at a low ebb, and that the gloomy opinions 
of many Members of this Houſe, reſpectable, certainly, from their 
fituation and information, are to be realized. It is the opinion 
likewiſe of many out of this Houſe that a peace would only be ano- 
ther name for a truce, and a ſort of breathing interval to enable us, 
with more vigour and effect, to renew hoſtilities. In this caſe, it 
is ſuppoſed, that credit and the general ſtate of the funds would be 
depreſſed. Still, however, by the preſent bargain, the new ſub- 
ſcribers are ſafe; for it is ſtipulated, that under ſuch circumſtances 
they ſhall have a right to be paid at par. Are not theſe advantages 
much more than a counterbalance to the petty advantage of recciy- 
ing fix and twenty ſhillings more ſtock in the firſt inftance ? J 
have farther to obſerve, that in a caſe of this kind I know no better 
guide in our ſpeculations upon what is to come, than what is to be 
found in our experience of the paſt. Theſe new ſubſcribers to the 
loan may demand payment at the end of two years after the peace. 
Let us then look to the American war. The Preliminary Articles 
were ſigned in January, 1783, and two years afterwards, in Jan- 
uary, 1785, three per cents. were at 55, 56; four per cents. I do 
not recollect ; but five per cents. which is more to the point, were at 
88, 89. If a ſimilar effect follow the preſent peace, ſtill the ſub- 
ſcribers have a right to be paid at par. It is hinted to me that! 
ftate the period too early, for that the definitive treaty did not take 


place for ſome time afterwards ; I remember that was an error of 


the Miniſter under whoſe auſpices that treaty was conducted; 
and I hope that any definitive treaty to be made in future will fol 
low ſomewhat nearer than ſix months after the ſigning the prelimi- 
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nary articles. There is another curious conſideration to be taken 
into account in the terms of the preſent loan. The right honour- 
able gentleman profeſſes uniformly to meet the full extent of the 
charge to be incurred, Has he done this in negociating the preſent 
loan? TI have allowed that ſubſcribers to his loan have one ſhil- 
ling and four pence per cent. leſs intereſt than any other preſent 
purchaſer in the tive per cents. but I have likewiſe ſhewn, that 
this is much more than compenſated by the bonus which is given, 
and this bonus is given in a moſt ſingular manner. It is not a 
charge made upon the purſe of the public to-day, but reſerved for 
a future occaſion. The right honourable gentleman's predeceſſors 
were ſatisfied with faddling their poſterity with the principal and in- 
tereſt of the ſum they borrowed and expended, but he, this fair and 
candid Miniſter, whoſe maxim was uniformly to be, “ Pay as 
you go, has invented a machine by which he throws upon the 
ſhoulders of poſterity not only the principal and intereſt of loans, 
but the bonus alſo. Many, no doubt, have ſaid, but not, I believe 
with the approbation of that right honourable gentleman, © Put 
« the evil day afar off, raiſe money with as little immediate incon- 
* venience as poſſible. This, in fact, reſolves itſelf into nothing 
elle than the former exploded defence of the exploded mode of raiſ- 


A ing money by navy bills. The right honourable gentleman has 
be made ſome obſervations upon the preſent zeal diſcovered by the peo- 
b. ple, What are the motives which have produced that zeal it does 
0 nut become me to ſay! But does the right honourable gentleman 
bY mean to ſay that this pian of open competition is a new idea of his. 
| own? TI requeſt him to recolle& what paſſed in this Houſe in the 
year 1793 : a moſt extravagant loan was then brought forward, and 


[ voted againſt it. With ſome degree of arrogance he then de- 
manded “ What would you have me do?“ It was then ſuggeſted 
by others, and I well remember by myſclf alſo, „ throw it open to 
the public—try what they are inclined to do.” What was the an- 
ſwer? that the loan was by no means a bad one; but even if it 
were, the expedient recommended was in no caſe to be reſorted to. 
This, Sir, happened in the year 1 793, atter the execution of Lovis 
XVI. when we were fighting for religion, morality, and the very 
exiſtence of civil ſociety ; yet even while theſe great objects were 
at ſtake, the Miniſter thought proper to give the preference to the 
extravagant offers of a few individuals rather than feel the general 
Pulſe of the public. What has produced the remarkable change, 
or has any change been actually produced? Are the people more 
anxious for the war now than they were then? — No! the Miniſ. 
ter has held out the hope of peace, and to procure a peace the peo- 
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ple will do that which they would not do to carry on the war, | 
was now about to take notice of what has fallen from the right hon. 
ourable gentleman et a political nature; but it is impoſſible to pa 
over the ſubject of the navy extraordinaries. We have indeed given 
too much confidence in this reſpect. About this time twelvemong 
the navy debt was four millions nearly, and well do I remembe 
the expreſſion ; he with perfect confidence calculated upon one mil. 


De 


whi 
{aid 
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adv: 
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lion and a half being ſufficient to cover the charges of the enſuin 1 
year. In April, however, we find it mounted up again to four mil. Mime: 
lions. So late as laſt October the ſubject was again diſcuſſed. I Mie! 
then gave it as my opinion it would in the courſe of the year amount thou 
to nine millions, but he then confidently ſtated it could not be mor Ms 
than ſeven millions, and now at laſt we are told it amounts 9 * 


8,200,000]. I do not ſay that this could altogether be avoided= Us, 
but let me hold it up as a warning for the future. Good God ! Sir, 
what muſt be the conſequence of ſuch a ſyſtem of profuſion of the 
war ſhould continue for fix or ſeven years? Is the fortune if an 
country equal to ſuch expenve? And what is his mode of account 
ing for this? The expence is unforeſeen, and the price of ever 
article has advanced! What! Sir, did not the Parliament, durin 
the lai? ſeſſion, tit almoſt every day to conſider the ſubject of: 
threatened ſcarcity? And if there was one period more than am- 
ther in Wh the right honourable gentleman ought to have made 
the higheit calculations, was it not in December, 1795 * Exen n 
April when he came forward again with his eſtimates, what reaſa 
was there to induce him not to calculate upon the high price of pr 
_ viſions? As to the particular article of butchers meat, I know nt 
that the right honourable gentleman can, up to the preſent moment, 
venture to ſay it will be lower. I ſhould be glad to know, it the 
Miniſter is prepared to tell us, that the price of butchers meat, ant 
meat for ſalting for the navy, is likely to be at a more moderate vrit 
than it is at preſent, I fear the Miniſter has no ſuch good neus g 
communicate to the Committee. How far the Miniſter s meaſus 
| have occaſioned the preſent high price of all the articles of life my 
very fitly be made the ſubject of future enquiry. 

With regard to the ſubject of the bills of Grenada i in aid of on. 
mercial credit, and the expectations of the Miniſter as to what m9 
be brought to the public aid on their account, I can ſay nothing; à 
the Minifter has given to the Committee no ſpecific information up" 
that ſubject, I can only fay, that moſt probably the Miniſter vi 
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have another opportunity of making another experimerit of the (andere, 
kind upon this ſubje£t, if he is partial to ĩt. 1 
Mr. Fox ſaid, that he was now come to the vote of credit jſſoly 


Vo 
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which the Miniſter had ſpoken eut plainly and candidly. He had 
aid he had given to the Emperor, without the conſent of Parliament, 
twelve hundred thouſand pounds, and that he is to continue to do 
if he ſhall think it neceſſary. He had not. ſeen the date of this 
advance ; but thoſe who were Members of the laſt Parliament 
could not have forgotten that for the laſt three months of that Par- 
lament, not a week elapſed in which ſome queſtion was not put to 
the Miniſter, in which he was called upon to declare, whether he 
intended to grant any pecuniary aſſiſtance to the Emperor? Did 
the Miniſter mean to ſay he intended to give it to him, but that he 
thought his own authority for that purpoſe was ſufficient ; that it 
was ſuperfluous to ſubmit ſuch a ſubject to Parliament; that he 
could iſſue the money of his own authority? Perhaps he did. 
He might borrow an example from his own conduct to keep the 
meaſure in countenance. It was of a piece with his advice to 


the His Majeſty to continue him as his Miniſter againſt the declared 
any WWopinion of the Houſe of Commons in the year 1784. But now 
unt- ye had gone one ſtep farther than to adviſe the king to continue him 
very s Miniſter, in oppoſtion to the expreſs opinion of the Houſe of 
ig Commons, for now he had ſhewn to the people of GreatBritain that 
ol eis a better judge than the Parliament of Great Britain, to whom 
and their money, and how much of it, alſo ſhall be given to any 
made foreign Prince. © If (faid Mr. Fox) theſe are the ſentiments to 
en in be ated upon in this country ; if the Miniſter be permitted to carry 
real em into effect; 1 declare for myſelf, that the Conſtitution & this 
tf pr Weountry is not worth fighting for. I wiſh to know on what prin- 
w 00 BE iple it is that the Miniſter takes this power upon himſelf rather 
ment, Man refer it to the Commons of Great Britain, to whom, and to 
it u hom only, it conſtitutionally belongs. If he directs the applica- 
t, on of the money of the people, thus upon foreign affairs without 
e mne be conſent of Parliament, I ſee no reaſon why he ſhould not claim 
cvs ode ſame power, (as I dare fay he will if he ſucceeds in this) over 
calurs de whole of our domeſtic concerns. I am ſure the reaſon he gives 
fe mer the one, will juſt as well apply to the other. He ſays that Par- 


lament could not calculate ſo well as he could upon the neceſſity, 
nd upon the amount. That may be ſaid, as correctly of our do- 
eftic as of forcign affairs. Until this inſtance occurred, the Mi- 
iter thought it decent to apply to Parliament, and to give you an 
mate of what you are to provide for; but now he tells you that 
e did not think it neceſſary to conſult you, becauſe you are not 
Uges of the extent of it. Did he conſult you on the principle of 
He certainly did not. He ſuffered the laſt Parliament to. 

folved, he ſuffered you all to meet your conſtituents with an aſ- 
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ſurance (I do not ſay his nolitive and declared aſſurance, but by l 
ſilence he gave you an implied aflurance), that no money was to be 
advanced to the Emperor in the interval of the Diſſolution. 0) 
the 27th of December you met. Did he give you any i1:timatico 
of his having advanced this money before you were called together 
Did he give you any intimation of it before this very niglit, when 
he comes beforc you with his fre{1 burdens on the people: Na 
a word! For this conduct, 1 ſay, he ought to be impeached. g. 


has had it in his power to conſult you upon this ſubject long ago, we 
it was his duty. He has neglecte to do fo, by which he has my. in 
nifcſted a determination to diſpoſe of the money of the people of this Fr 
country, without conſulting their repreſentatives. This is agg. fla 
vated by his not calling Parliament together ſooner. If he bus the 
advanced the money before you met, why did he not tell von f: hac 
What reaſon can be aſſigned for this ? In the name of God, why thi 
can be ſaid but that the Miniſter thinks his judgement better tlas He 
the judgement of the repreſentatiy es of the people of Great Pritain? mw 
He has ſaid much upon the time on which this money uns 24 _ 
vanced. If he had any intention of advancing this money before hal 
the diſſolution, w did he not ſtate that intention to the laſt Parl. at f 
ment? Or if he Tond out the neceſſity of it ſince the ditlolution mil 
might he not have faid ſo to the preſent Parliament long ago? Bu Mit 
he has dene it ter the purpoſe cf ctabliſhing the principle that Minit: in ti 
ters ar” better judges of the manner in which the public money is to add 
be applied, than the repreſentatives of the people. The Minifer by | 
ſays that we ſhould fect the utmoſt conſidenee in lending our trons al a 
to the Emperor, becauſe we have ſeen in the Emperor thoſs herbe iN ( 
qualities which uſually accompany good faith. Now, fuppoling 0 . 
heroiſm to be a goed criterion of good faith in pecuniary concert, gh 
I ſhould lihe to try the effect of this mode of rerfoning. Suppck pine 
for a moment that we were in a ſtate of neutrality with l to the aſt 
French Republic, and it was propoſed that we ſhould lend weng Uſe 
to the French, would the Minitter fav we ſhould lend them n gr? ane 
Certainly he would not: and yet if good faith in pceuniary eng!“ 
ments was to be meaſured by heroic qualities, there are none d vat | 
whom we ſhould be more ready to lend our wioney ; for of the 3 
valour they have given abundant proofs.“ ſua] 
Mr. Fox then proeceded to ſtate the fituation of the Ewe" il © th 
and the French at this moment, in which he maintained that vil * 
all the ſucceſſes of the Auſtrians in the latter part of the pre" * 
campaign, another could not be opened under circnmſtances d oe 
more advantage to the Emperor, than thoſe in which he had bel * 


placed at the commencement of the laſt. He here took notice d 
; | 
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the recent ſucceſſes of the French in Italy, and by way of anſwer- 
ing the praiſes that were beſtowed on the good qualities of the Houſe 
of Auſtria, he inſtanced the cruelties that had been exerciſed on the 
unfortunate M. La Fayette, which he ſaid excited horror all over 
Lurope. 

He then proceeded to obſerve, that the Miniſter had to- night 
omitted the brilliant compariſon which he had often made between 
the Engliſh and the French finances. The French had been ſtated 
week aftcr week, and month after month to be not on the verge but 
in the gulph of bankruptcy. He had omitted alſo to ſtate that the 
French had, by becoming the allies of the Dutch, partaken of the 
ſluggiſhneſs of the Hollanders. He did not know, he ſaid, whether 
= the French had paſſed the gulph of bankruptcy. He hoped they 
had, for while they were in it, they were moſt dreadful enemies to 
* this country. But to return to the Miniſter's calculation of events. 
He had year after year calculated upon the events of the war, and 


* rear after year the public had been miſled by his calculations. At 
2 one time he was ſure the navy debt would only be a million and a 
* half; after that he calculated the ſame debt at four millions then 
oy at ſix or ſeven millions, and now it was ſtated to be above eight 
* millions. What ſecurity had the Houſe and the publie that the 


Miniſter would not miſcalculate in future, as he had already done, 
in the courſe of the preſent war? By his miſcalculations he had 
added to the debt of this country ore hundred and fifty millions. 
by his miſcaleulations rivers of human blood had been made to flow 
all over the world. The Miniiter now talked of peace; he hoped 
in God we ſhould ſoon enjoy that bleſſing ; but as the Miniſter was 
ſo fond of his own calculations, he wiſhed he would ſome day or 
ght fit down in his cloſet and calculate what a ſum of human hap- 
pineſs he had deſtroyed by his falſe calculations already; what a 
waſte of human life he had occaſioned, becauſe he could not ſooner 
ciſoover that the French were © capable of maintaining the aceuſ- 
ned relations of peace and amity with other powers.“ He did 
het with to Cittreſs the Minifier with any unſcaſonable applications, 
but he believed he ſhould puzzle him a good deal were he to aſk at 
wht period the French became more capable of maintaining the 
uſual relations of peace and amity with other powers than they were 
at the moment when we entered into this conteſt. Here Mr. Fox 
took notice of the great difference between, the , Miniſters of the 


reſpect to the prudence of all powers making peace with the French 

Republic, He had heard it often ſaid that the ſpirit of the people 

of this country was very great. He believed it to be ſo. He 
c P 2 
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gloried in that ſpirit, But if the ſyſtem on which this war u 
carried on was to be continued much longer, he had his doubts g 
the continuation of that ſpirit. A great people who ſaw hundr 
of thouſands of their fellow ſubjects fall, their national debt inereabi 
above one hundred and fifty millions, their credit ſinking ; the g. 
ceſſaries of life becoming, by their price, almoſt entirely out of th 
reach of the labouring claſs ; and all this merely becauſe one m 
or a few men in the country made falſe calculations, were not likel 
to preſerve their old ſpirit. Such were the evils which the Mini. 
ter had already occaſioned by his falſe calculations. To theſe charge 
he hoped the Miniſter woutd have an opportunity of anſwering x 
the bar of the public. He knew that every man who reafone! 
fairly would be deeply affected by theſe things. Every man wt 
thought deliberately upon the ſubject would mourn over the hundred 
of thouſands of human beings who had loſt their lives in this conteh, 
becauſe the Miniſter of this country miſcalculated upon the power 
the French; and what, in compariſon with the loſs of ſo many hy. 
man lives, was trifling, but which, in other reſpects, was mightil 
important, was the accumulation of our burdens. The nationd 
debt of this country was now above four hundred millions; he had 
not calculated exactly what portion of it was owing to this war nes 
together; till leſs was he able to gueſs what part of it was acer. (hou 
mulated at particular periods of the war; but he was now ready ve Vith 
declare, what he had often declared, and ſtill oftener felt, that he JA ſubje 
thought this war unjuſt in its commencement, impolitic in its . vith 
greſs, and he believed there was not one man of ſenſe in tis 1 
country, who had any wiſhes for its welfare, who did not fron Hou 
his heart with it was at an end. This he was ſure was the genen be rc 
with of the people of this country. It was the wiſh even of tht 
Houſe, elſe he was ſtrangely deceived. This brought to his min: 


what had been lately publiſhed by = gentleman whoſe talents be V 
always admired, and for whom, notwithſtanding every thing t Wl .. *y 
had happened, he had ſtill great eſteem, he meant Mr. Burke; u at 
gentleman had lately publiſhed it as his opinion, that the minor Houf 
in Parliament ſpeak the ſentiments of the people of IEngian! BW -1 
this hour, and that they have done fo for ſome time paſt. On 1: F.. _ 
ſubject of the war, Mr. Fox faid, he had no doubt, but that tit mas 0 
minority ſpoke the ſentiments of the people. On the ſubject d priſon 
the war, at leaſt, he would maintain that to be the caſe ; he beliert W 
it to have been ſo ever ſince the time of Roberſpierre; but he woul News 
defy any man to ſhew that this was not the wiſh of this country onl) M 
but alſo that it was not the general wiſh of all Europe at this hu rien, 


He would go farther, and ſay, that in the opinion of Europe! 
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large nothing had impeded the arrival of general tranquillity for a 
long time, but the opinion of the Miniſters of this country. All 
this aroſe from the miſcalculation of the right honourable gentle- 
man; however, that very Miniſter now talked of peace; but let 
him confider on what terms we are now likely to obtain it, and 
compare ſuch terms with thoſe which we might have obtained a 
oreat while ago, and then let him endeavour to calculate the miſ- 
chief which his falſe calculations have brought, not upon this 
country merely, but alſo on all Europe. Perhaps he might think 
the Cape of Good Hope an equivalent for all we had ſuſfered. If 
he did, neither Eis hurnanity nor his judgement were to be envied. 
He was afraid, he ſaid, that there was no queſtion to be ſtated in the 
reſolutions of this night that brought in queſtion the propriety of 
lending money to the Emperor, without the confent of Parliament, 
and therefore he could not maftifeſt, by his vote, his opinion upon 
that ſubject. - However, when it ſhould come before the Houſe, he 
ſhould certainly meet it with his direct negative, for it was a vio- 
lent and daring attack on the Britiſh Conſtitution. It was effen- 
tial for the Houſe to come to a vote upon the que ſtion, Whether 
tic Miniſter was to be permitted to apply money for foreign alli- 
ances without the conſent of Parliament or not; and that we 
ſhould know whether we are in a free country, or are mocked only 
with the name of freedom? He ſhould ſay no more now-upon this 
lubjet; he ſhould take a future opportunity to deliver his ſentiments 
with reſpect to the particular taxes. | 


The refolutions were then put and carried ; after which the 


Houſe being reſumed, the report of the Committee was ordered to 
be received to-morrow. 


Thurſday, 8th Decemder. 


Mr. GREY moved, that the order for bringing Alexander Morris 
to the bar might be read, which was according done. He then ſaid, 
that there was no queſtion, but a breach of the privileges of that 
Houſe had taken place. It was not his wiſh to aggravate the pu- 
niſhment of the individual; but he thought it became the Houſe 
to vindicate their privileges, and enforce their own authority. He 
was of opinion that the perſon in cuſtody ſhould be committed to 
priſon, for what length of time would be hereafter to determine. 


He moved that A. Morris be committed to His Majeſty's goal of : 


Newgate. Ordered. 
| Mr. Chancellor PITT gave notice, that his right honourable 
nend, Mr. Dundas, would bring forward his ſtatement of the 
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finances of the Eaſt-India Company, on Monday next, alſo, thy |, 
ſhould move the vote of credit on Wedneſday, 

Mr. GREY remarked, that the Houſe had juſt inflicted a punig, 
ment upon the offenee of diſobeying their order: but however grey 
the offence of Alexander Morris was, thoſe who were the cauſe g 
his abſenting himſelf from giving evidence before the Committe, 
were infinitely more culpable, He ſaid, he would not deal in ge. 
neral inſinuations, but proceed to ſtate the information he had te. 
ceived, in order that, if true, the Houſe might proceed in the vind. 
eation of ics privileges, or, it otherwiſe, an end might be put to the 
reports which had gone abroad. Mr. Grey then ſtated, that the 
information which he had received was, that Mr. Speck, an Agen 
for Mr. Thelluſſon, and Captain Bartlett, had induced him to d, 
ſent himſelf ; and that Captain Bartlett, in particular, took M. 
Morris, in a poſt-chaiſe and four, along with him to Ireland, wit 
that view. He had been alſo informed, that when Captain Part 


Jett, upon his return, ſaw Mr. Morris's wife, who exprefied her en. 


cern on account of her huſband's abſenting himſelf, Captain Bart 
told her it was nothing at all; he might, it was true, be committed 
to Newgate, but that Mr. 1 helluftlon would advance cool. 0 
whatever ſum might be required, to defray all his expences ; and 
farther, he was atiured that Captain Bartlett had advanced mone, 
for Morris, for the purpoſe of keeping him out of the way. 

Mr. Grey moved, © that undue practices have been uſed to pre. 
vent Alexander Morris from attending a Committee of that Haut 
and that the matter of the ſaid complaint be heard at the.bor d 
the Houſc. 

Mr. 'VHELLUSSON roſe, and declared that, upon his hone, 
no ſuch practices as had been ſtated, had been purſued: with!“ 
knowledge ; lic had no communication, directly or indirectly, wi 
Morris; with Captain Bartlett he had but a flight acquaintance; 
and as to what Ic might have faid to Morris, he was totally ins 
rant, and could confidently aſſert that he had no authority tron 
him; nor had Mr. Speck any authority whatever to tamper vi 
Mr. Morris. Mr. Thelluſſon ſaid, he thought it his duty to fn 
thus much; farther, he did not mean to interfere in the bulint 
nor to give his vote upon the occalion. 

Mr. ANSTRKUTHER ſaid, he was uncertain whether Be kn 


the whole extent of this complaint. It did not ſeem to him b 


amount to much more than that ſomebody had infringed the tret- 
dom of election; but, ſuppoſing the complaint to be in its nat 
ever ſo preciſe, the preſent appeared to him to be an improper tic 
for the diſcuſſion of the ſubject, He by no means thought th 
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he Houſe ſhould not diſcuſs the ſubject, and inquire into this com- 
plaint; but as a petition had been advanced againſt the eligibility 
of the Member lately returned for Southwark, a diſcuſſion of this 
complaint at preſent would be premature, and might operate in one 
ſhape or other to tlie prejudice of the parties intereſted in this elec- 
tion. In the caſe of the former petition, the Houſe did not go 
into a fimilar inquiry, beceauſe it would prejudice the perſon againſt 
whom it might be determined. This was the cafe, when the 
Committce made a ſpecial report, that A. Morris had refuſed to 
oder tie ſummons of the Committee. He thought, that the Houſe 
would not do that upon the ſuggeſton of an individual, which 


hi they refrained from doing upon a ſpecial report. It would be im- 
abs proper to go into this buſineſs pending the petition, becauſe its dect- 
ir fon nuigl tend to the prejudice of one or other of the parties, and 
in have an improper influenee on the minds of the Committee; and 
** xs the clectiom was ſoon to be tried, he ſaw no inconvenience from 
e. Gln in the motion — Ile therefore ſhould move the previous 
ett queſtion. 
td Mr. GREY remarked, that the queſtion was, that the complaint 
9 ſuld be heard at the bar, without ſpecification of time. 
ans Mr. Chancellor PET faid, he ſhould ſecond the amendment, 
Meh or rather he could wiſh that the honourable gentleman who made 
the motion would withdraw it. He thought it impoſſible that the 
* Houſe could go into an examination of the complaint till after the 
ale dceiſion of the election Committee, and that it would be very im- 
7 Of proper to interfere by coming to any determination on the ſubject 
vt this complaint, which might tend to prejudge the inquiry 
* hien would take place before a Committee on the merits of the 
* election. 
WA Mr. GREY ſaid, it did ſeem to him that it would be proper to 
"< eonſtder the ſubject before the Committee entered into a eonſidera- 
orte petition, in order that there might be no obſtacles to the 
on erbeuring of proper witneſſes; it was on this account that he 
VF Ouglit forward the matter of the complaint now, in order that the 
ner might be enabled to bring before the Committee what 
0 oc done he might deem to be neceſſary; but he did not wiſh to 
perſevere againſt what appeared to be the ſenſe of the Houſe. Be- 
wre ore he fat down, however, he found it neceſſary to ſay, that when 
i our. Thelluffon declared, upon his honour, that he had had no com- 


munication with Alexander Morris ; he was, for his own part, as 
ready to give implicit credit to that declaration as any man in the 

ouſe. Mr. Thelluſſon, however, would do him the juſtice to 
IccolleQ, that he had ſtated nothing from his own information, but 
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from the reports of others. He therefore would withdraw his my. 
tion, though he did not think the reaſons urged againſt it wer 
ſtrong, or that the examination of the complaint now would be 
attended with any improper influence upon the Committee. 

Mr. Grey's motion, and the motion for the previous queſtion, 
were both withdrawn. : 

Mr. GREY ſtated, that it would be proper to diſcharge the 
order for the attendance of Mr. Speck and Capt. Bartlett, 

'The order for the attendance of Mr. Speck and Capt. Bartlet 
was accordingly diſcharged. 

Sir EDWARD KNATCHBULL moved, that the ſpecial 
report of the Southwark Committee ſhould be read. 

Mr. Chancellor P[TT faid, probably the honourable gentle. 
man had ſome reaſons ior moving the reading of that report, d 


which he was not aware. But he truſted, upon conſideration, the p : 
honourable gentleman would alſo withdraw his motion. He con- * 
ceived it expedient upon the ſame grounds as the laſt, becauſe the 
reading of the report would moſt probably lead to a diſcuſſion which I 
might prejudice the petition then depending, and which it was th: 17 
ſenſe of the Houſe ought to be avoided. 1 


Sir E. Knatchbull withdrew his motion. | * 
Mr. HOBART brought up the report of the Committee « Ny. 


Ways and Means, which were read a firſt time; and on the 


wa 
queſtion being put for their being read a ſecond time, 5 
Mr. FOX roſe and ſaid: Sir, it is not my intention on th An 


evening to enter into any detailed argument upon the reſq}utions, 
Future opportunities will occur of diſcuſſing the particulars d The 
which they conſiſt ; and it is my earneſt wiſh that every Member 
of the Houſe may pay the moſt ſerious attention to the ſubject to Wl -. 
which they belong, under a ſtrong conviction that the greateſt exer- 
tions will be neceſſary to put the finances of the country in a propet 
fituation. But this is not the point to which I propoſe, on tix 
preſent evening, to call the attention of the Houſe. I wiſh then But 
now to attend to the degraded ſituation to which the Commons 
Great Britain ſtand in relation to the Executive Government of tle Neale 
country. It will be caſily perceived that here I allude to tie don 
1,200,000 which has been granted to the Emperor by Miniſter 
without the conſent of Parliament, a grant which I contend to b 
directly contrary to poſitive laws, and a flagrant violation of tit 
conſtitution of Parliament. I certainly would have expected, tha 
ſince the right honourable gentleman did not think it worth i 
while to apply to the Houſe of Commons before he advanced ſuc 
a ſum to a foreign power, that when he informed them of the cl 
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cumſtances, he would have accompanied it with. ſome explanation. 
But from the mode in which the money was given, as well as from 
the ſpeech of the Miniſter in opening the budget, I evidently per- 
ceive that the whole affair has been conducted, not for the conveni- 
ence of Miniſters, or the advantage which they might imagine 
would reſult from it, (though, God knows, this would have been 
bad enough, ) but that it has been done for the purpoſe of ſetting a 
precedent : in the annals of the Ccriſtitution, from which the public 
money is to be underſtood as lying at the diſpoſal, not of the Repre- 
ct ſentatives of the People, but of the Miniſters of the Crown. When 
I went home laſt night and reflected upon the various ſubjects 
which had paſſed under diſcuſſion, I muſt confeſs that I felt hurt 
at the idea of having appearcd to give my aſſent, at leaſt at not 
having poſitively diſſented, from reſolutions which appeared to me 
ſo extremely unconſtitutional. I confidered myſelf as having been 
guilty of a neglect of duty, and as called upon by the relations in 
which I ſtand to my conſtituents, and to the country, to come for- 
ward this day and enter my ſolemn proteſt againſt a meaſure which 
I regard as an infringement of the rights of the People, and of the 
privileges of this Houſe: for I ſhould look upon myſelf as a 
traitor to the public were I to vote one ſhilling, or one man, for 
the ſervice of the Crown, without the conſent of Parliament. 
We have been in the practice of hearing, for ſome time paſt, very 
warm and elaborate eulogiums upon the conſtitution of the country, 
notwithſtanding all the wounds which it has lately received ; and I 
always thought, that whatever differences of opinion might ſubſiſt 
upon ſome points, there were others on which we were all agreed. 
Though we might differ in ſentiments reſpeQing the preponderance 
of power in one branch of the Conſtitution over another, and in 
aflixing preciſe limits to each, I thought and believed that there was 
no man who would maintain that it was right and proper for the 
executive power to uſurp the legiſlative power ; or, that it was juſt 
and lawful for the Crown to ſuperſede the office of Parliament. 
But let us conſider the nature of the tranſaQion before us :— Had 
Miniſters, when Parliament was not ſitting, found themſelves 
called upon by an imperious ſenſe of duty, dictated by a combina- 
tion of urgent and unforeſeen circumſtances, to grant a certain pe- 
euniary aid to the Emperor; and had they taken the earlieſt oppor- 
tunity, upon the meeting of Parliament, to ſubmit the whole of the 
buſineſs to their conſideration, then would have been the time for 
the Houſe to paſs a deciſion upon, their conduct, upon a candid and 
i partial review of the ſituation in which they were placed, and the 
tives by which it was fair to ſuppoſe them to have been auctated. 
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But the preſent cafe is wholly different. In the courſe of the la 
three months of the laſt Parliament repeated applications were mate 
them reſpeQing their intentions of granting or withholding 


niary aſſiſtance to the Emperor ; and, from the filence which they * 
perſevered in preſerving on the occaſion, it was natural to infer that long 
they would not grant ſuch affiſtance without the previous concur. me 
rence of Parliament. In faQ, however, we find that a great part veſt 
of the money given to his Imperial Majeſty has been granted with. near 
out that concurrence, not during the parliamentary receſs, but when Ward 
Parliament was actually fitting. If Parliament had not ber the 
fitting, and Miniſters had thought it prudent to grant pecunian amo 
aſſiſtance to the Emperor, I fay it ought to have been aſſemblel honc 
for the purpoſe of deliberating upon it; but when Parliament vg whic 
fitting, in God's name why was not proper application made to tle chick 
Houſe ? Was it becauſe Miniſters were afraid that the Hov# the p 
wanted confidence in them? "I he whole courſe of their expericnt ferab 
taught them the contrary. No: it was becauſe the right honour be n 
able gentleman thought hĩimſelf better qualified to judge of the n dang 
priety of the time, and the extent of ſuch affiſtance, than the Hou prete 
of Commons. [I ſhall not diſpute with him at preſent, whether WW at 1: 
he was or not. The Conſtitution ſays, he was not, and under tis BM peopl 
authority he was bound to act. The Conſtitution ſays, what the BMW their 
public money is at the diſpoſal, not of the Crown, but of Patin. man 
ment, and therefore he had no right to diſpoſe of ſuch a ſum witi- WW at all 
out the conſent of Parliament. I do not argue the point of hs WW pricty 
ſuperior knowledge, or his fuperior wiſdom ; I think it fairer He t: 
ſtand upon authority; and when the Conſtitution ſpeaks preciſely, JM but v 
as it does upon this point, he, nor no other man, has a right to reſi fund 
its will. The queſtion now is, not whether the Conſtitution Ex upan 
good or bad, whether this be a wiſe or unwiſe arrangement; Wi mone: 
has its advantages, and it, no doubt, may have its inconveniencis, i courſe 
but it was his duty, as the miniſter of x free conſtitution, to adit BN which 
to the principles which it has laid down, and to the rules which Wi is the 
has preſcribed ; the firſt and moſt important of which is, that fe debt, 


diſpoſal of the public money is veſted, not in the King, but in WI vill | 


People. When he violated: zhe fundamental principle, and ir dilem: 
fringed this ſacred law, what elſe can ] infer than a deſire to e not ac 
blich a precedent againſt the Conſtitution. The circumftan* Bl refuſin 
uv hich have accompanied the tranſaction juſtify the inference what their - 
I draw. I find from the accounts upon the table, that a conſ BW help o 
able part of the ſum was iſſued in November laſt ; how then «f budget 
the matter ſtand ? Miniſters finding themſelves called upon to = \ 

budget 


" pecuniary aid to the Emperor during the receſs, the meafure, | 


— 
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I ſtead of being laid before the Parliament immediately upon its meet- 
& ing, Was ſtudiouſly concealed for the purpoſe of holding out as a 


V- precedent in the hiſtory of the country to be made known to Great 
ef Britain and to the world, that the diſpoſal of the public money is no 
at longer in the hands of the Houſe of Commons, but that it is in 
Ir the hands of the Crown. We heard ſomething like an apology 1 
an veſterday from the right honourable gentleman, which, to me, ap- 
th. neared as unſatisfactory as the conduct which it was brought for- 
ten ward to juſtify is unconſtitutional. It conſiſted of two parts: In 
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een the firſt place, that Parliament was not ſo good a judge of the 
an amount of the aſſiſtance to be granted to the Emperor as the right 
led honourable gentleman ; and, ſecondly, that from the diſcuſſions to 
was which the publicity of the tranſaction would lead, conſiderable miſ- 
the chief might have taken place. With reſpe& to the firſt, it takes 
ul the point at ifſue for granted, by ſuppoſing that an abſolute is pre- 
et WA ferable to a limited Monarchy, and that our free Conſtitution would 
"ur be much better were it transformed into a deſpotiſm. As to the 
pro- danger to be apprehended from the publicity of the tranſaction, the 
our WW pretence may be uſed upon other occaſions as well as upon this, till 
ther at laſt we come to the old exploded argument, that the money of the 
this people ought to be veſted with the King's Miniſters, and not with 
the their own repreſentatives. In ſhort, the right honourable gentle- 
ln. man tells you he did not think it worth while to acknowledge you 
t all in the matter, becauſe you were neither fit judges of the pro- 
f 1s BN pricty of the quantum, nor of the period for granting the money. 
cr He takes care, however, that you ſhall finally be informed of it; 
iſcly, but when? When it comes to be paid. Let us ſee alſo from what 
weit fund this loan has been raiſed, One part of it has been raiſed 
n WF upon vote of credit, and another part has been taken from the 
it; i money voted for paying the extraordinaries of the year, and of 
ncies, ny courſe certain ſervices of which Parliament approved, and for 
berg which it made proviſion, remain unpaid. In what ſituation then 
die is the Houſe of Commons placed? if they refuſe to make good a 
at he debt, which I hope and truſt they will, a part of the public ſervice 
in g vill remain in arrears. They are reduced therefore to this 
1d 1-B dilemma, either to diſcharge a debt, in contraQting which they were 
not acknowledged, and for which they are not reſponſible, or by 
refuſing to diſcharge it, to leave ſervices which were ſanQioned by 
their approbation unpaid, When we look back, Sir, one cannot 
help obſerving a peculiar train of proceeding—for the firſt time the 
budget was opened this ſeaſon before the extraordinaries of the 
amy were voted. I know the reaſon that is given for it is, that the 
budget -was opened uncommonly early in the ſeaſon. I would re- 
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of December as well as this year, (with this difference, that 1, 


deign even to inform them of it upon their meeting; nay, that he 


_ Clared, that letters of marque have been iſſued, and that it has 
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mind the Houſe, however, that it was opened laſt year on the "th 


year Parliament had not been fo long convened) ; and yet the en 
traordinaries of the army were voted previous to the opening of the 
budget. This ſeafon the account was not fo much as produced til 
the day of the opening of the budget, more ſtrongly to mark the pre. 
cedent ; and that it may be faid in future times, that in 1796 the 
Miniſter of the Country, after having, of his own accord, granted 
loan to the Emperor without the conſent of Parliament, did ne 


had kept back the account of the extraordinaries of the year, || 
the Houſe of Commons, by ſanRioning or conniving at the mea. 
ſure, might in the leaſt have weakened die precedent. When! 
am upon this ſubject, I cannot refrain irom r-marking allo, that i 
night, for the firſt time, we heard that the country was at war with 
Spain. Thoſe gentlemen who arc in the habit of reading the 
papers, muſt have ſcen it is ſome months fince it was openly ce. 


been announced by the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland; in ſhort, it 
only in their capacity as Members of Parliament that they did nx 
know it till laſt night. I am aware that this may be defended 
upon the ſcore of right, and that the prerogative of declaring war 5 
veſted in the Crown. But how far it is gracious not to announce 
the exerciſe of that right to the Houſe of Commons, is another 
queſtion, eſpecially when it is recollected that the MMiniſters of the 
Crown are ſo little ſcrupulous about entrenching upon the rights 
of the people. To return, however, to the ſubject of difcuſſinn, 
Were I to put the queſtion to any man at all acquainted with the 
conſtitution of the country ; when expences are to be incurred, who 
aro the beſt judges of the propriety of incurring them? He vou 
anſwer, the Commons of Great Britain. And were I to add 
when the propriety of incurring certain expences is decided, whoar 
the beſt judges of the extent to which they ought to be incurred? 
He would not heſitate alſo to reply, the Commons of Great Bi- 
tain, When we give up theſe two ſtrong holds, the Conſtituti 
is loſt. What, then, are we to think of the Miniſter who wrelb 
them out of our poſſeſſion? or what will be faid by future hiſtorians 
of that Parliament which tamely gave them up without one fl 
ble of remonſtrance, or one threat of defiance? It is true that the 
Houſe have ſo far relaxed from the rigorous exerciſe of their pri 
lege as to give a vote of credit to the Miniſter that he may k 
enabled to meet unforeſeen emergencies. This, however, 
always to a limited extent ; but in the preſent inſtance the rig 
a 


Parlia 
If, he 
this e 
not bi 
the ſu 
every 

laſt n 
the H 
but by 
have t 
I con! 
the co 
or of: 
its ten 
Were 

ton 00 


night, 


Dec. 8.) DEBATES. | got 


torourable gentleman thought that we were as little qualified to 
judge of the extent of the aſſiſtance to be given to the Emperor as 
of the propriety of giving it. He cannot ſurely pretend, that by 
wiſting any vote of ne laſt Parliament he was at liberty to ſend 
pecuniary ſuccours to the Emperor. Notwithſtanding the obſe- 
quiouſneſs of that Parliament, notwitliſtanding all the wounds which 
it gave the Conſtitution, and notwithftanding all the evils which it 
has intailed upon the -Country, I much doubt whether it would have 
ſanctioned a propoſal for giving another loan to the Emperor. But 
with regard to this Parliament, J hone that it will vindicate its own 


| dienity and importance at the outſet, and ſhew the Miniſters of the 
TY Country, that if they be adviſers of the meaſures of the Crown, the 
[ Houſe of Commons are the guardians of the public purſe. But if, 


of on the other hand, they patiently acquieſee in the moſt daring en- 
ith eronehments upon their rights, what figure will they make in hiſtory, 
the or bow will they anſwer to their Country for thoſe liberties which 


de. they wantonly ſacrifice at the ſhrine of unprincipled ambition? 
has The right honourable gentleman laſt night expreſſed a hope that 
tis Parliament would continue their confidence ; but I hope he did not 


nat mean by this that they will allow him to go on diſpoſing of the 
ded property of the country without their conſent ; or if he does, J hope 
Ir 8 fiat in this, at leaſt, they will diſappoint his expectations. On the 
ne BAM preſent evening I ſhall think it my duty to take the ſenſe of the Houſe 
ther N upon cvery queſtion, whether of ſupply or of ways and means; and 
the if J ſucceed, I ſhall move on an early day that His "Majeſty's 
chts BW Miniſters, in granting a Loan to the Emperor without the conſent of 
Non. Parliament, have been guility of a high crime and miſdemeanor. 
If, however, the Houſe ſhall not think proper to agree with me on 
this evening, I ſhall defer that motion, conceiving that it would 
not be attended with ſucceſs. I hope, however, that in this caſe 
the ſubject will be taken up out of doors, that the people will, in 
every part of the country, expreſs their abhorrence of the doctrine 
aſt night delivered by the right honourable gentleman, and that 
the Houſe of Commons will be obliged (I do not mean by force, 
but by the voice of the country) to aſſert thoſe rights which they 


wrels N "ve te mely and puſillanimouſly ſurrendered. For my own part, 
ori ! confider this as a more ſerious attack upon the Conſtitution of 
Fr be country, than what was conveyed through the writings of Pain, 


Or of any man whatever. The nature of a libel is: explained by 
Us tendency, to bring into hatred and contempt the Conſtitution. 
Were I, faid Mr. Fox, upon a Jury, deciding upon any compoſi- 
non containing the ſpeech of the right honourable gentleman laſt 
ug, I would not heſitate a moment to pronounce it a libel upon 
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the Conſtitution : for if the doctrines laid down in it are Conſiit. 
tional, ours is a moſt vile and deteſtable Conſtitution. Even aft 
all the attacks which have been made upon it, and all the woung 
which it has received, we would have ftill ſhed our blood in i 
defence ; but, if this new defalcation is to be added to what ye 
were formerly robbed of, I would wiſh to know what there is l 
to intereſt our feelings, or to ſtimulate our exertions ? This vil, 
indeed, be an. incalculable addition to all the woes and calamities 
which the war has induced; and if, after what we have loſt in 
money, in reputation, and in blood, we are alſo to ſubmit to this 
oppreſſion, the Houſe of Commons is no longer to be conſidered 
a branch of the Conſtitution ; and there will be little in our Gs 
vernment to diſtinguiſh it from that of obſolute Monarchies, 
Mr. Chancellor PITT. Thoſe who never before had an op 
portunity to hear the ſpeeches which the right honourable gens, 
man has been accuſtomed to pronounce, and of obſerving the line 
of argument which he has been accuſtomed to employ upon every 
public queſtion which has been agitated in this Houſe, would cer. 
tainly have ſuppoſed, upon the preſent occaſion, that this day, far 
the firſt time in his life, the right honourable gentleman had fat 
real alarm for the liberties and Conſtitution of his country, and far 
the firſt time a point had occurred fo intimately connected with the 
preſervation of their political rights, that in the event of a deciſion 
hoſtile to the opinion which he holds, it is to be vindicated by n- 
thing leſs than an appeal to the people. But it has happened t 
thoſe who have often had occaſion to attend to the right honourable 
gentleman, to have heard the ſame danger repreſented, and the 
ſame conſequences applied. It is not once, twice, or three times that 


[Commoyg, 


phaſis, ſtigmatiſed with the ſame epithets, and denounced as preg 
nant with ruin to the liberties of the country meaſures which it 
has been thought neceſſary to bring forward, and which the wiſdon 
of Parliament has thought proper to adopt; nor is it now the fi 
time that the right honourable gentleman and thoſe who fat neat 
him have made a ſtand behind the laſt dike of the Conſtitution. | 
is not the firſt, the ſecond, nor the third time, J repeat, that up 
points which a great majority of the Houſe and of the Count 
deemed to be connected with the preſervation of their deareſt interch 
the right honourable gentleman has raiſcd the cry of alarm, and ha 
affected to ſee the downfall of the Conſtitution, and the defſtrudit 
of our libertics. Not many months even have elapſed fince ti 
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annihilated, and its Conſtitution gone, if certain bills then pending 
paſſed into law, laws under which, I will venture to affirm, that a 
vaſt majority of the people of this country agree that the ſubſtantial 
bleſſings of their free government have been preſerved, and the de- 
fipns of our real enemies have hitherto been fruſtrated. Nay, not 
many hours have elapſed fince the right honourable gentleman gave 
2 two month's. notice of his intention to move the repeal of thoſe 
24s which he once repreſented as a grievance under which he could 
not ſleep. There is, indeed, ſomething ſtriking, ſomething pecu- 
larly fingular, in the manner in which the new, conſtitutional light 
has broken in upon the right honourable gentleman. This decla- 
ration of mind, which has infuſed ſo deadly an alarm into the mind 
of the right honourable gentleman, this declaration by which the 
Conſtitution is annihilated, was made yeſterday ! This declaration 
is admitted to have been made in a way the moſt clear and diſtinct, 
indeed ſo clear as to magnify the danger, and to aggravate the of- 
fence, This declaration, which he now feels to be ſo fatal to the 
liberties of the country, ſo repugnant to the principles of the Con- 
ſtitution, as to render it incumbent upon him to make the ground 
of an extraordinary. proceeding, and the reaſon of ſignal animadver- 
ſion againſt me, did not yeſterday ſtrike him as of ſo much impor- 
tance as immediately to call him up! It did not inſpire with any 
particular ſenſation his honourable friend near him (Mr. Grey), a 
gentleman by nature not free from jealouſy, and of a vigilance which 
it was not eaſy to elude — ĩt had not however drawn from him the 
ſmalleſt remark of any kind that could expoſe the danger with which 
it was pregnant. It never diſturbed the ſerenity of his temper, 
though perhaps not the leaſt liable to irritation, nor had it prevented 
him from laying before the Houſe the details of his various calcu- 
lations with the moſt calm and placid equanimity, the very moment 
after he had witneſſed the death-wound of the Conſtitution ! After 
an interval of debate, it had deranged none of the calculations of the 
iht honourable gentleman, it had not driven out of his head his 
aſonings of the three per cats. his remarks upon the navy debt, 
vor a lingle circumſtance of ohjection which the ſurvey of the ſub- 
jt had preſented, nor had it deterred him from allowing the reſo- 
lutions to be carried with a unanimous vote. But after the right 
honourable gentleman had ſlept upon this ſubject, he diſcovers that 
the ſpeech which he yciterday heard with ſo much indifference, con- 
ains principles of ſuch dreadful tendency, and threatens conſequences 
of ſuch fatal operation, as to lead him to propoſe not merely a cen- 
{ure of the doctrines, not the reprobation of the particular meaſure, 
not merely the puniſhment of the perſon by whom it was uttered, 
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I but which would induce him in the firſt inſtance to take revenge {y 
the error or the guilt of a Miniſter, by giving his negative to tþ 8 
whole reſolutions, which have no relation to the particular mea itt 
in queſtion ; which would prompt him to ſuſpend thoſe fupylis by 
\which are calculated to give confidence to the negociations for pea; 7 
or in caſe of being reduced to that alternative, energy to the open. of! 


tions of war ; that would induce him to tell the enemy by the ven a 
next poſt, by which the un-nimous determination of Parliament i 
provide for every fituation is conveyed, that the Houſe of Commun 
had interfered to ſtop the effect of their former decifion, had ſuſpends ii ©? 


the means that were to add weight to the exertions of the Executive ng! 
Government, and at ſo critical a moment of the negociation hat * 
committed the intereſts of this country and her allies, arid flattert _ 
the hopes and raiſed the pretenſions of the enemy. Such is th up 
length to which the propoſition of the right honourable gentleman # f 
goes. It is not to remedy the imputed crime which has Veen con- # 

mitted, nor to guard againſt the chance of its occurring in futur, a 
but it is calculated to derange every meaſure which may bi in tran, * 
and to diſappoint every deſign that may be in contemplation, - | = 


cannot, however, but hope, that when the right honourable gente. , f. 
man has viewed the ſubject with more conſideration, when he ha ſafe. 
again ſlept upon his wrath, he will recur to that coolneſs which te 
firſt experienced, and that his vehemence and his alarm will ſubſide 
But whether the right honourable gentleman is to be deterred by 
the proſpect of the dangers which muſt ariſe from the meaſur 
- which he propoſes, at leaſt I cannot doubt that conſideration wil 
have its juſt weight with the Houſe. The right honourable ger 
tleman fays, that if he ſucceeds in his preſent motion, he will mot 
the Houſe againſt His Majeſty's Miniſters for the part they bat 
acted upon this occafion. There is one thing that I will intrats 
the right honourable gentleman, and he may be aſſured it is the con 
ſupplication that I will addreſs to him upon this ſubject; and its 
that if he can prove to the Houſe that I have violated the Conſiit 
tion, and committed the crime of which he accuſes me, he will 
defer a ſingle moment to take the ſtep which he has threatened; 
that he will confine his efforts to that object, and that he will nd 
combine with the vengeance he purſues, a meaſure that invols 
the ruin of his country. Let the puniſhment deſtined for Minit 
light upon them alone, and let the conſequences of the meaſui 
which they employed, to avert the dangers which threatened ti 
country, the meaſures which they adopted for its ſafety, for i 
fal vation of Europe, reſt upon themſelves. This much I addr 
to the right honourable gentleman, not for perſonal conſiderati 


20h 2h 
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U nor do I intreat the boon as a matter of perſonal indulgence. If 5. 
. it be refuſed by him, J hope at leaſt that the Houſe will be actuated 10 'Z 
+ by more moderate feelings, and guided by wiſer maxims. The WA” 
Y reſt of the right honourable gentleman's propoſitions, and the point 10 Fl! 
1 of his obſcrvations, are fo exeluſively confined to myſelf, that I am 5% 
5 at a loſs in what way to proceed, or whether I ought to treſpaſs upon | To 
"WY tic Houſe wich any remarks upon them, fince the ſubjeRt is in- ahh 
1 tended for a more full diſcuſſion. I cannot, however, refrain from 1 
1 expoling the ſtrange and extraordinary miſrepreſentations which the | |; 
_ right honourable gentleman has given of the general queſtion upon 1 
me e viuch he builds the conclufion of criminality ; and I cannot doubt, 1 
au that when the Houſe perceives the foundation upon which the ac- RAB 
* eulation is raiſed, they will be able to judge of the effect that ought Witt 
Uh to be given to the others with which it was veſted in the Houſe | | 0 
mn of Commons. The right honourable gentleman ſtated the general 17 
principle which conſtituted the chief ſecurity of our liberties the 1 j 
un power of controuling the public expenditure—and I hope there 1s | F 
an, g little difference of opinion upon this ſubject. The right honourable UN. 
„ | gentleman ſays, that if there is one thing ſure in the conſtitution, it * 
_ | this; and if it be violated, he maintains that the people ſtill poſ- . [þ 
e es the means of obtaining redreſs. After the repreſentations | 1 
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which the Houſe have heard upon the dilapidations which the Con- 
ſtitution has ſuffered, and the invaſions committed upon the public 
liberties, they may judge of the reality of the danger which is now 
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ceſur WiWhreatened, when it is even now admitted that reſources Mill are | 7 
n vil + by which it may be oppoſed. Although the general principle | VR 
e ger rhich the right honourable gentleman ſtates as the eſſence of the 14 1 
mon freedom of the Conſtitution be admitted, it cannot be diſputed that 11 4 
y har: it i; ſubject to limitation. At every period fince the commence- 1 
rent ment of thoſe periods to which we refer for the pure practice of the 8 | ö 
* Conſtitution; in the beſt and moſt glorious æras in the hiſtory of 333% 
1 ö 


1 
ur government, the principle of extraordinaries has been received, = j | 
ot merely for individual expences, but recognized upon general . 
jens. It has prevailed under every Adminiſtration, even thoſe 11 { 
Fith which the right honourable gentleman was connected; during 170 
e three laſt reigns, and in the moſt approved periods of liberty and 
ſtitutional policy. The right honourable gentleman then holds + 
is principle without exception, while the practice of every govern- 
ent proves that it has been always limited, and his whole argu- 
| tis applicable to all the extraordinaries that ever were voted by 
arliament. It is impoſſible, therefore that the right honourable - 
entleman could have correctly ſtated — I can bardly believe that he 
| 5 ſtated this argument, which his experience muſt dif-«. ... 
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avow, and his knowledge muſt inform him is neither conſiſtent vit 
the principles of the Conſtitution, nor with its practice at pericy 
which deſerve to be followed as examples. But though I am ben 
arguing upon general points, the queſtion in reality comes within 
a narrower compaſs. The right honourable *gentleman chuſes t 
overlook in one inſtance what he alludes to in another part of hi; 
ſpeech. Did it never occur to him that Parliament had fometime 
committed to His Majeſty, not new, but ſpecial powers, which ſy. 
perſeded all general queſtions* In reality this diſcretionary pen 
is expreſsly committed to His Majeſty. Before I fit down, I in. 
tend to move that His Majeſty's meſſage of the 8th of December 
laſt year ſhould be read, and likewiſe the ad, granting a vote o 
credit. From this it will appear that a power was given to Hi 
Majeſty to apply the ſum contained in the vote of credit as the ev. 
gencies of the State might require. Suppoſe the caſe, which vil 
not be a leſs ſuitable illuſtration, becauſe it approaches the fact, tha 
powers had been conferred to give that aſſiſtance to the allies of this 
country, which our own intereſt and the circumſtances of the ſtu. 
tion required ; can any man doubt that the Miniſter, who ſhould 
have heſitated to iſſue that ſum, which, granted, might have era. 
bled our allies to maintain their own cauſe, and to defend the ſafety 
of Europe, and who ſhould have allowed the enemies of Auſtria to 
complete her deſtruction by withholding a ſeaſonable ſupply, woul 
have been a traitor to his country, and would have merited the ſe. 
vereſt puniſhment * The vote of credit laſt year does actually in- 
veſt the Exccutive Government with a diſcretionary power of ap- 
plying the ſums granted in a manner that beſt might ſuit the public 
exigencies, and the moncy applicd to the ſervice of the Emperor is 
- within the amount of the grant. I do not mean to ſay that the di 
cretion thus veſted in the Crown is abſolute and independent of the 
control of Parliament, or that the Miniſter who exerciſes 1t in at 
improper manner is exempted from cenſure ; but in what man. 
ner I underſtand this limitation, I will ſtate when I am called upon 
to make my defence. Whatever be the iffue of this diſcuſſion, [ 
cannot forbear obſerving, even at the riſk of incurring the imputi- 
tion of arrogance, that I would rather be convicted of having af 
a principal part in the meaſure of granting a ſupply by which tie 
ſalvation of Auſtria was ſecured, and the independence of Europe 
was maintained, than be acquitted for withholding that aid, 0 
which the cauſe of our allies was ſacrificed, and the general interef 
of mankind compromiſed. At preſent, however, the queſtion is 10, 
Wurther the conduct of His Majeſty's Minifters were proper c 
improper ; whether they were intitled to praiſe or diſerving a 
: 2 


Dre. 8.) ; DEBATES. 307 


puniſhment. The Houfe have now to determine, Whether they ſhall 
announce to France that the fupplies of the year are to be ſtopped, 
and the exertions of the Executive Power ſuſpended ? Whether at 
à moment of ſuch critical importance we are to be reduced to the 
unhappy fituation when we can neither proſecute the negociation 
with that confidence which is calculated to inſure a favourable iſſue, 
nor prepare for war with an energy which can aſſord the proſpect of 
ſucceſs to our exertions? | I he meſſage of the 8th of December 
laſt year, and the words of the act granting the vote of credit, were 
read at the table. 

Mr. Fox ſtated in explanation, that he had only ſaid that extra- 
ordinaries were in ſome meaſure inevitable, but were an evil that 
ought not to be extended beyond the neceſſity, and that it was 
criminal to reſort to this expedient when other means might be 
employed. 

Sir WILLIAM POULTENEY delared that it was with 
much concern and aftoniſhment he heard on the preceding evening, 
that the Miniſter had taken upon him to appropriate ſo large a ſum 
of the public money, without the conſcnt of Parliament ; and this 
ſentiment he knew himſelf to be impreſſed with in common with 


* many other gentlemen. He was, therefore, very well pleaſed to 
8 find that ſubject renewed upon the preſent occafion, The diſcuſſion 
by that was now brought forward was repreſented on the other ſide of 
fo the Houſe, as if it were only a cry ſet up by perſons anxious to 
* arraign the conduct of His Majeſty's Miniſters, and excite in the 
ap peopie an alarm for the ſafety of the Conſtitution. This defence 
ple would not do. The control of the Houſe of Commons over the 


11 publie purſe of the country, was the main point upon which reſted 
i. the whole of the Conſtitution of Great Britain ; and though Mr. 


the Fox might be accuſtomed to hold ſtrong language in caſes compa- 
* natively ordinary, yet this was one which every gentleman muſt feel 
n. do be of the very laſt importance. The juſtification offered by the 
jen right honourable Chancellor of the Exchequer to this very ſerious 
a, [ charge, was chiefly grounded upon two arguments, drawn from the 
* words in which the vote of eredit war expreſſed: Firſt, that it 
gel vas meant to defray the extraordinary expences of the year. Un- 
the doubtedly it was, and unfortunately it happened that extraordinaries 
rop and a vote of credit muſt be granted in every year of a war. But 


h lurely it never was intended that ſubſidies to foreign powers ſhould 
res WY de ſupplied by a vote of credit. New circumſtances might doubt- 
not, lels occur to render it proper for Miniſters to exerciſe their diſere- 
err den; but here the circumſtances were foreſeen, and have been laid 
„ of Wl before Parliament, "The diſcovery that this ſum had been advanced, 
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came out in a very ſuſpicious manner indeed. It could no | 

be concealed. There ſeemed to have been a deſire of concealing 
the fact as long as poſſible, and a diſcloſure was only compeiled by 
neceſſity. He ceuld not, however, go the length of ſtopping the 
ſupplies, though he was of opinion that a very ſtrong mark of cen. 
ſure ought to be inflicted by the Houſe. The right honourable gen- 
tleman faid, that there were qualifications to the general principle, 
and that Minifters were allowed to exerciſe their diſcretion. [t 
muſt be confeſſed, that circumſtances may ariſe when Government 
was perfectly juſtifiable in remitting ſupplies abroad, for ſervice the ii 


beneficial to this country ; and when ſuch a meaſure was adopted tions 
by the preſent Miniſter ſome years fince in his interference with re. want 
gard to Holland, that conduct received his moſt hearty approbation, whicl 
This preſent cafe, however, was of a very different deſcription; that! 


and by neglecting to conſult Parliament at a time when it was fit. bad © 
ting on the expenditure of the public money, the Miniſter appeared bono 
to ſet himſelf above their control, and be indifferent as to their ap- 


probation. As to the influence a parliamentary ſanction to this Milqueſti, 
meaſure might have had upon public credit at an earlier period, he elf, t. 
thought it too trifling a conſideration to weigh againſt the fund. Aouſe 
mental principles of the Conſtitution ; and with regard to the othe 
credit which the Miniſter aſſumed for acting advantageouſly when Mis he | 
he concealed from the enemy the intention of affording ſupplies to MWWaid, t 
our ally, as well as their extent and the time of their being remitted, is fri 
he conſidered that concealment as having a very different effect; MAdmii 
for it was clear to him that it was in a great meaſure on the ſup- onſti 
poſition and aſſurance that this country refuſed all pecuniary ſup- NPonour 
plies to the Emperor, that the French felt themſelves emboldened Hanger 
to make redoubled efforts, and advance ſo far into the heart d ould 
Germany. The right honourable gentleman aſked, whether, in WiſErvilit 
order to paſs a previous cenſure on this conduc, the Houſe would Would 


adopt the propoſition of Mr. Fox, and in this critical emergency hen 


ſtop the ſupplies of the nation? It was this delemma which in rage 
his mind, aggravated the miſcondu&t of the Miniſter, who put the ible ge 
* Houſe in that ſituation, that it muſt either acquieſce in an expendi- MWſþonſtit: 


ture made in ſo blameable a manner, or bring danger on the country tion « 
by ſtopping the ſupplies, and afford ſome room for a charge again ment 
the national faith. Upon the whole, he truſted that this proceed Wi 
ing, would not paſs the Houſe of Commons without receiving ſome 
ſtrong marks of its diſapprobation. He was very glad that the ſu- Wtended 
je had been brought forward in the way it had been done, and * nt tim 
hoped that the Houſe would never witrcſs in future a fimilar viols- rece! 
tion of the principles of the. Conſtitution. The immenſe mai] ed þ 
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gebt which had been contracted, in his opinion, proved great miſ- 
management and want of foreſight in that department. It appeared 
that great abuſes prevailed in the tranſport ſervice ; and the Houſe 
oupht ſeriouſly to inquire into the cauſes which had occaſioned the 
ſhameful prodigality which had been obſerved, and endeavour to 
provide a remedy. 

Mr. GREY ſaid, that, after the found conſtitutional ſpeech of 
the honourable Baronet, he would not have troubled the Houſe 
upon the preſent occaſion, had he not felt himſelf called upon by 
the importance of the queſtion itſelf, and perſonally by the obſerva- 
tions of the right honourable gentleman. He had been accuſed of 
want of fairneſs in taking notice laſt night of the circumſtance 
which he now felt ſo ſtrongly. The truth was, that he often found 
that he omitted what he intended to ſay; and, in this view, he 
had often occaſion for the indulgence of the Houſe. But the right 
honourable gentleman muſt recollect, from what had paſſed laſt 
eſſion of Parliament, that he was not leſs ſenſibly alive to the 
queſtion of the Imperial advances ; for then he had pledged him- 
elf, that if the Miniſter dared, in contempt of the privileges of the 
Houſe, and in violation of the Conſtitution, to advance any ſums 
othe Emperor, he would bring forward the accuſation againſt him, 
js he hoped would now be done. The right honourable gentleman 
aid, that this was not the firſt, ſccond, or third time, that he and 
is friends had ſeen the ruin of public liberty in every meaſure of 
\dminiſtration ; but this was not the tenth time they had ſeen the 
onſtitution attacked by the deſperate meaſures of the right 
jonourable gentleman. Had the Houſe ſooner perceived the 
langer which threatened the Conſtitution, the preſent meaſure 
ould never have been attempted ; and if their obſequiouſneſs and 
rvility had not encouraged the deſign of Miniſters, they never 
ould have ſeen this bold and daring invaſion of their rights. 
hen at Jaſt, however, they were ſenſible of the danger, if the 
rage was not expiated by the puniſhment of the right honour- 
ble gentleman, he would maintain that there no longer was any 
onſtitution in England. How muſt the aſtoniſhment and indig- 
tion of the Houſe be increaſed, when they found, that when Par- 
ment was fitting, when the embarraſſment Government felt for 
ſoney was ſo great, theſe advances had been made? At the very 
me, when he had aſked the right honourable gentleman what he 
tended as to an Auſtrian loan, very conſiderable advances had at 
time been made, and only 77,0001. had been given during 

receſs of Parliament. Such was the fat, however, as was 
wed by the dates in the account on the table, Without taking 
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any fooliſh credit for the vigilance imputed to him ironically by the 
right honourable gentleman, he was convinced, that even iill th 
army extraordinaries would not have been preſented, had it not been 
in eonſcouence of the queſtions he had propoſed to Miniſters on thi 
point. Indeed the whole ſyſtem of the right honourable gentle. 
man indicated a defire to conceal this matter as long as poſſible, 
I am aware, continued Mr. Grey, that the right honourable gen. 
tleman will reſt his defence on the general principle of army ext. 
ordinarics : that he will tell us a caſe of real exigency, is a eit 
that mult. and ought to ſuperſede the inferior demands of economi. 
cal, or even legiſlative prudence. But let me tell that gentlemyn, 
that no financial exigency can be paramount to the Conſtituti 
That no duty is ſo ſacred as the maintenance of it. True, N 
vital parts have been attacked, and their vigour eſſentially erfjpld 
and deſtroyed. But it is nevertheleſs incumbent on the real friend 
of order, to uphold what remains of it, and ſtruggle for the retort 
tion of ſuch of its fundamental, elementary attributes, as have bern 
either ſubverted or abuſed. The exiſtence of the Conſtitution, in 
fa, depends on the vigilance and attention beftowed by a diſcern- 
ing Houſe of Commens on the ads of Miniſters. Such a Hoe 
of Commons will not be ſatisfied, on great conſtitutional quzftionz 
with pompous declamatory denunciations of the oppoſers of miniſ- 
terial arrogance, of the focs of miniſterial profuſion. It will nd 
be fatisfied with retroſpective and unconſtitutional meaſures of any 
kind; but will in every ſituation evince, by the conduct of it 
Members, that there till is a barrier to incroachments, a line be. WW ipecti, 
yond which not even His Majeſty's Miniſters can extend their pre 
datory efforts. In the preſent cafe, it cannot for a moment be 
argued, that it was not the duty of Miniſters to come to Parliament 
with a ſpecific propoſition, ſoliciting the advice and concurrence d 
the Repreſentatives of the People, before the money of the Peopt 
was applied, in a way that muſt ſubjea them to be aſſeſſed wit 
new and extraordinary burdens. That the public money was thu 
applied, is evident. That the Conſtitution was infringed, 8 
equally ſo. But the right honourable gentleman will tell us, that 
granting our principle to be a fundamental. principle of the Conſt 
tution, there yet is an exception to that, as well as to all genem 
| rules. He, indeed, has told us, that the ſum advanced to the Eu- 
peror was advanced under circumſtances, and at a time when it vn 
neceſſary that the exception ſhould be adopted. Thus he tabes it 
exception, and argues from the neceſſity of the caſe. We might, 
the fame way, at once give an unlimited vote of credit to Minilit 
Perhaps the right honourable gentleman will next tell us, that 9 
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account of the di ſburſement of the army extraordinaries might thus 
de avoided. So it might. There was, however, a time when the 
right honourable gentleman would have called ſuch an exception, 
as he has this night adopted, paltry ; a time when he was an enthu- 
faſt in the cauſe of liberty, an economiſt, and a reformer. In the 
year 1782 this circumſtance of extraordinaries would, by the right 
honourable gentleman, be ſpoken of and reprobated as an evil which 
could not be too jealouſly watched, as an infringement ever to be 
reſiſted, as a principle that could not be too ſeverely reprobated. 
Theſe avowedly were then his ſentiments of that ſpecies of miniſ- 
terial chicanery ; inſomuch, that immediately after he was made 
Miniſter, the Houſe was called upon, by a ſpeech from the Throne, 
to watch with jealouſy, and repel with dignity, every ſuch attempt 
to dilapidate and infringe the Conſtitution. The extraordinaries 
being thus formally and ſolemnly made the ſubject of a ſpeech from 
the Throne, it is not a little remarkable that the Miniſter himſelf 
has adopted the exception, inſtead of the principle. It is the right 
honourable gentleman who has ſpeciouſly frittered away the laws, 
who has attempted, by a ſort of ſpecial pleading, to deprive us of 
our liberties. A certain ſum under the authority of an act of Par- 
lament was given to His Majeſty for the ſervice of the year 1776. 
The application of this fum was reſtricted to certain purpoſes. It 
was to be applied in ſuch a way as the exigencies of affairs might 
require; but it was meant proſpectively, not retroſpectively. I can 
prove to the Houſe that the ſum then granted has been uſed retro- 
be. ſpectively, inſtead of proſpectively. On the 314 of December, 


pre- 1795, I50,000l. was given to Colonel Craufurd. I am certain 
it be che right honourable gentleman is abſtractedly of opinion, that any 
* appropriation, ſuch as he has made of that vote of eredit, is an un- 
ce 


onſtitutional appropriation. Not, indeed, do I think that the laſt 
Parliament, ſervile and obſequious as it was; that Parliament, 
which took more from the liberties of the people than any Parlia- 


thi ment that ever exiſted! No; that Parliament could not have in- 
ch ended, could not have conſidered that vote of credit as conveying 
| tht nlimited power to Miniſters. If there were now in the Houſe 
onfi- Iny gentlemen who were Members of that Parliament, Mr. Grey 
enen ad that he would aſk them, whether, if the riglit honourable gen- 


eman had, at the time that vote was paſſed, ſtated to them that it 
Nveyed a power to His Majeſty's Miniſters to give two millions 
nd a half at their diſcretion, as a ſubſidy to the Emperor, they 


the Executive Government? Much pain, and many apprehen- 
Ns, had ariſen, from the fear of à threatened invaſion : for he 


ould have agreed to put ſuch extraordinary power into the hands 
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would venture to ſay, that no invaſion or attack that could tak; 
place, would go decidedly to the deſtruction of all that was yaly. 
able, namely, the Liberty of the Country, as ſuch a power, if 
lodged in the hands of Miniſters. 
Viewing the ſubject in this light, he thought it his duty to q- 
poſe, or at leaſt ſuſpend the ſupplies ; and thinking ſo, he would 
not be deterred by any invidious conſtruction which might be pu 
upon it. It was aſked, Were the ſupplies to be ſuſpended ; the 
ſupplies, the poſſeſſion of which would afford to Covernment o Mic 
much weight and vigour? He would anſwer, yes; and he ws 
ſure we would not negociate leſs favourably if the French ſaw that 
the Houſe was determined to maintain its rights. The firmnel 
with which they aſſerted their own dignity, would he a pledge d 
the ſpirit with which they would reſent the inſults of the eneny, 
Aſſuming that exalted ſituation on which a free people ought u 
ſtand, they would negociate more advantageouſly with a free peo- 
ple; a people that he hoped would remain free; a people whom ' 
the right honourable gentleman conſidered capable of maintaining 
the relations of peace and amity, who had © ſnorted away the in. 
_ digeſted fumes of the blood of their Sovereign,” and with whom 
the right honourable gentleman deigned to negociate. In this man- 
ner they would act worthy of a free people; and even in the vie 
of policy, this was the conduct to be purſued. But, in reality, 
the propoſition did not go to negative the ſupplies : it was intended 
to poſtpone them for the preſent, and ſuſpend them till the wound 
given to the Conſtitution was made whole. He therefore, with leave 
of his right honourable friend, would move an amendment,“ That 
the ſecond reading ſhould be put off till to-morrow ;” and if tie 
Houſe agreed, he would to-morrow move the Houſe to reſolve, 
that in making theſe advances without the conſent of Parliament, 
the Miniſter had been guilty of a high crime and miſdemeanor. 
Mr. WILBERFORCE ſaid, he was averſe to poſtponing the 
paſſing of the reſolution, even to to-morrow, on the ſcore of pri- 
priety and policy, but more particularly when he recollected tix 
eſſential difference there was in the manner in which the buſint 
appeared to gentlemen yeſterday and to-day, and the great differendt 
that might poſſibly take place in their opinions before to-morron 1 
for notwithſtanding what had fallen from the honourable Barone 
he could not conceive that the queſtion which had been ſuggeſich 
and ſtated by the trembling fears for the Conſtitution, expreſſed i 
the honourable gentlemen on the other ſide, had any thing at all b 
do, or ſhould be permitted to encumber or-impede for a moment tit 
very important and neceſſary, and now more than ever import 
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und neceffary, buſineſs of ſupply. He ſaid, he felt it to be his duty 
o ſet the honourable Baronet right on a ſubje& in which he had 
Ellen into an error, rather. inconſiſtent with his uſual candour. His 
icht honourable friend, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, had by no 
cans left the matter of the ſubſidy to the Emperor to repoſe : on 
he contrary, he had, in his ſpeech of yeſterday, avowed that he had 
mentioned the matter then as a neceſſary part of the financial ſtate- 
nent; and that he did not mean to reſt his juſtification of the mea- 
urethere, but would reſerve it to be the ſubject of future diſeuſſion. 

his having been the real ſtatement of his right honourable friend, 
e thought the honourable Baronet, in ſtating the matter as he had 
one, and in drawing inferences from that ſtatement, had not 
reated his right honourable friend with candour. 

i do not (continued Mr. Wilberforce) accuſe the honourable 
ndemen of Oppoſition with want of candour ; their candour has 
ot, for a long time, been a ſubject of contemplation with me. I 
welt juſtice from all—candour from a friend. I will not ſay 
hat that is, which I expect from the gentlemen of Oppoſition ; but 
will ſay what I do not expect from them do not expect can- 
our. The honourable Baronet who was in the habits of friend- 
ip with my right honourable friend, underſtands me. I leave 
to himſelf, whether as a friend he has treated him with candour, 

even with juſtice, in making the ſtatement which the Houſe has 
ſt heard. 

The nature of the vote of eredit had not been ſufficiently eom- 
ented upon: on attentive peruſal, it would be found to convey 

impreflion that Miniſters were authorized in employing the 
hole, or any part of the ſum provided by it, in ſuch manner, or 

ſuch meaſures as the exigencies of the State might require: this 
daltruction was fo literally obvious on the face of the bill, that it 
buld not be conteſted. Upon this, then, a queſticn aroſe, whe- | 
er the mode in which Miniſters had applied the money was, or 
as not, neceſſary to the ſucceſs of the cauſe in which the nation 
3 embarked. Having ſtated the queſtion thus, and put the ſub- 

on its proper bottom, he would, without conſidering or imita- 

g the honourable gentlemen oppoſite, who ſeemed to have their 
termittents of opinion, their hot and cold firs, declare, that if there 
as no nec<;.ity for applying the money in the way in which it had 
en advanced, he would be found not among the laſt to cenſure the 
Mmdut of Viniſters. But every one who would determine im- 
Milly, muſt recolle& the peculiar circumſtances attending the 

ein which it was advanced ; the tate of public credit, and the 


te of 0.4- allies; and firiking a juſt balance between the caution 
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DE 
to be obſerved with the one, and the attention due to the neceſſi 
of the other, make a juſt allowance for the Difficulties under und E 
Minitters were obliged to act, and decide, if not with liberality, x 7 

as hi 
leaſt with juſtice. It would remain for the wiſdom of the Hot he ( 
to conſider, that if the Miniſter thought it neceſſary to ſupply oy . 
ally the Emperor, in his very critical ſituation (a ſituation in wig * 
our own fate and that of Europe was deeply invotved) with a lg If th 
ſum, the effect ſuch a remittance would have had upon the funk 3 
prevented him from doing fo. He had to adjuſt the balance of pa 3 
credit, venturing fomeihing, but not ſo much as to occaFon mate! 1 1 8 
injury. And acting with the conſciouſneſs of redlitude, it was nz 11 
tural for him to truſt to the Parliament of a free and liberal N. Wo 
tion, to protect him from thoſe who in all caſes would aſeribe a Wb 
action of his to the very worlt of motives. ou 

The queition was, how far his right honourable friend had ad "PM 
right? and in this the event juſtified him. It appeared from the ned 
manner in which the money was iſſucd, and the diſproportion the Pp 
whole of it bore to the ſum originally intended, that he was ſway ras pt 
by the motives of caution, and by a conſideration of the neceſit, 3 
to accommodate himſelf to the circumſtances of the times. ei 
the effect that his conduct had produced, it was obvious to ener 
man. Who was there acquainted with commercial affairs, ue "4 
would not ſay that the ſtate of public credit was much worſe tin Wi... 
than it is at preſent? Every ſymptom of weakneſs at fuch fe, r 
crilis would have been dangerous. The gentlemen on the ctr WM. te 
fide of the Houſe had ſpuken of the good effect which any c h. 
fition to the ſupplies would have with reſpect to the negociations u wonear 
the Contincat, by diſplaying the ſpirit, vigour, and energy cl The q 
free people; but he ſuſpected the principal encouragement wage the 
could be given to thoſe negociations, would be by facilitating ene, 
proviſions of the ycar, and enabling Miniſters to carry their pas oney 
into execution. As a proof of this opinion, he aſked them wht... 
they did not think that the flouriſhing ſtate of our finances had e 
dyced that happy change in the language and behaviour of i erat 
Directory to Lord Malmſbury. If any aſſiſtance had been ge th 
publicly to the Emperor, would it not have been injurious oe or 
public credit of this country * For his own part, he again e ſup 
feſſed he felt the meaſure not only juſtifiable, but deſerving clay in 
praiſe inſtead of cenſure. To ſatisfy the Houſe, however, (34 angero 
his concluſions were well warranted, and that a vote of credit W ere {i 
applicable to any purpoſe which involved our ſafety and prolpWWMricq o 
he deſired to have the act of Parliament of December, 1793 e, 0 
which the vote of credit was granted, read. This being dont, medi; 
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contended that the words © which the exigeney of the eireum- 
ſtances may require,” were meant to convey ſuch a conſtruction 
as he gave them. But it was ſaid, that this was a mortal blow to 
the Conſtitution; ſo he had heard upon many former occaſions, and 
yet the very perſons who then pronounced its death, tacitly admit 
its exiſtence or its renovation, by declaring this to be its final ſhock. 
If the Conſtitution was actually in danger, as an honourable Pa- 
ronct had declared, he thought it would be better to have that 
danger diinctly diſeuſſed, inſtead of pouring forth vchement de- 
lamations. 
Mr. YORKE thought the preſent queſtion the moſt important 
of any he had ever heard diſcuſſed ſince he had had the honour of 
feat in Parliament. He wiſhed that gentlemen, however, would 
iſeuſs it with temper ; for if ever there was a time ſince the Revo- 
lution when partial affections and party intereſts ought to be aban- 
bred, the preſent was that time. An honourable gentleman had 
deen laviſh of reproach upon the laſt Parliament; he ſuppoſed it 
ras perſectly conſiſtent with the rules of the Huuſe, for one Par- 
liament to abuſe another; but as a Member of that Parliament, he 
onceived he had a right, in vindication of himſelf, to ſay, that 
owever ſervile and obſequious that Parliament might be called, he 
id not know that he had ſhewn a greater degree of ſervility, or 
ttray2d a want of proper ſpirit, when it was necefiary to do other- 
nſe, more than any Member of the preſent Parliament. To re- 
ert to the ſubject, however, more immediately under conſideration, 
e had to remark, that the gentlemen who had ſpoken upon it 
appeared to him in general to have departed from the queſtion. 
the queſtion before the Houſe was merely, whether the reſolutions 
the Committee of Ways and Means ſhould be agreed to by the 
ouſe, for the aſſiſtance given to the Emperor was out of a ſum of 
oney granted by a vote of credit to defray any extraordinary ex- 
penees of the army that might accrue ; and as the extracrdinaries 
bf the army were not yet voted, it was conſequently a ſeparate con- 
Idcration. Yet an honourable gentleman had propoſed to nega- 
ve this queſtion, on the principle that the money, granted by the 
ote of credit in a former year was miſapplied, and thereby poſtpone 
be ſupplies neceſſary for the ſervice of the preſent year. Such a 
elay in the proviſion of the ſupplies, he conceived,, might be of 
angerous confequence ; ; for gentlemen were to recollect, that we 
ere {til! involved in a dangerous war, and at the moſt ciitical 
mod of the moſt critical negcciation. He ſhould propoſ, there- 
te, to hu e the reſolutions of the Committee of Ways and Means 
mediateiy received; for it was certainly important that the 
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money ſhould be granted as ſoon as poſſible. The other queſi, d 
reſpecting the application of the money granted by the vote of credy, oi 
might deſerve conſideration when it came to be diſcuſſed ſeparate, It 
and that was all he withed. In regard to his opinion of the api. 00 
cation of the money granted by the vote of credit, he knew no hr n 
nor precedent why a part of it ſhould not be ſent to the Empem, to 
any more than why it ſhould not be ſent to St. Domingo or Toult, 1 
if the exigeney of the caſe required. The qucſtion then to be on. er 
ſidered was, whether the exigeney of the circumſtances did regun ſo 
it, and upon that he entertained no doubt whatever. The A 
honourable gentleman had propoſed to poſtpone the reading of tl: de 
reſolutions till to-morrow, that he might previouſly bring furwar 5" 
a ſpecific accuſation againſt the Miniſter for the miſapplication d tal 
the vote of credit. Now although he did not with to have tl an 
reading of the reſolutions poſtponed, as, in his opinion, they by m on 
means interfered with the other queſtion, he certainly hoped tt hu 
- honourable gentleman would be as good as his word in bringiry thc 
forward his ſpecific accuſation, that the Houſe might determine pu 
ſpeedily as poſſible whether the Miniſter was juſtifiable in his - per 
plication of the vote of credit, and whether the exigency ef ihe tra 
circumſtances did actually require ſuch an expenditure. Now i but 
appeared to him that the Miniſter was juſtifiable, from a view d but 
our relative ſituation at that period; and that inſtead of reprotaticn a f. 
he deferved commendation. And it appeared morcover to tin to 
that we were indebted to the Miniſter, by his timely, prudent and hac 
cautious aſſiſtance, for the deliverance of Germany, ana the dag for! 
change in the political affairs of Europe; and that he might exclain exp 
in the ſpirit of what Scipio ſaid to the Romans, “I have {pat me: 
1, 200, oool. but I have ſaved Germany.” | WL 
Mr. HARRISON obſerved, that if the Miniſter had thourlti ] 
abſolutely neceſſary to give this money to the Emperor, and had w pub 
opportunity of informing Parliament of it, there might have be the 
ſome excuſe for him; but that was not the caſe. He had becm i que! 
poſſeſſion of frequent opportunities between the granting of the vl ] 
of credit and his aſſiſtance to the Emperor, to come before Pati- mo! 
ment and aſk them, whether it was prudent and right to ren! It u 
that aſſiſtance. That we were to fritter away the Conſtitution i Em 
a pitiful idea of a temporary riſe in the price of ſtocks, appearei u Port 
him a ſubject of very ſerious import. He treated with content Con 
the idea that gentlemen were not to object now to this, becauſe u Pur! 
. paſſed it over laſt night. It was a ſpecies of obſervation which, if than 
want of better, ſome of the Miniſter's adherents might uſe ; but Wy 4nd 
had as little to do with the queſtion before the Hoyle, as it had # Emx 


Ne, 


15 
it, 
ieh, 
Ni 
lay 
ror, 
en, 
con- 
juin 
Tre 
the 
Wald 
n > 
1 
y 
d the 
Mig 
ne 
5 If 
f the 
ow i 
en d 
ation, 
} tim 
N 20d 

app 

1210, 


{pct 


clit 
ad 00 
> been 
een il 
e vole 
Parlit 
render 
on fl 
red (0 
wtemfl 
ſe ili 
oh, kf 
but 
had 


Dec. 8.] DEBATES, | 315 


do with common ſenſe. He maintained, that to apply money with- 
out the conſent of Parliament, as it had been applied in this 
inſtance, was a high miſdemeanor, and deſerving the reprehenſion 
of that Houſe the more ſo as it was part of the ſyſtem of the Mi- 
niſter to take away all the power of the Houſe of Commons, and 
to veſt it in the hands of the Executive Government. It was 
upon this principle that barracks had been erected, and were now 
erecting, all over the kingdom; many of which were begun, and 
ſome were now carrying on without the conſent of Parliament. 
And here he had to remark the ſhameleſs profligacy in the ſquan- 
dering of the public money upon thoſe buildings; for a ſum of 
575,0001. appeared in the account of the extraordinaries upon the 
table, not for erecting barracks, but repairing them, and for beer ; 
and the other day as he was paſſing on the great North road, about 
one mile from Stilton, and five from Peterborough, he ſaw one 
hundred men working cloſe together, in erecting barracks for ten 
thouſand men; and forty acres of ground, he underſtood, were 
purchaſed for that purpoſe. So great was the profuſion and ex- 
peace, that theſe barracks, he apprehended, were not built by con- 
tract or eſtimate, but in a random way ; and the men employed to 
build them were not only ſo numerous as to be in each other's way, 
but had ſpent all their mornings in idleneſs at the public-houſe, till 
a ſuperintendant went down lately to control them. He referred 
to his former motion with reſpect to penſions, and the reception it 
had experienced. After the holidays, he faid, he intended to bring 
forward a motion to take into conſideration the ſtate of the public 
expenditure, and decide in what way a ſaving can be made. In the 
mean time he approved the motion of his riglit honourable friend, 
and concurred in the amendment. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE explained, that he did not conſider the 
public knowledge of the aſſiſtance given to the Emperor as affecting 
the 3 per cents. merely, but as productive of more fatal conſe- 
quences to general credit. h 

Mr. CURWEN thought the queſtion under conſideration the 
moſt important in its conſequence that he had ever heard diſcufled. 
It was not merely 1,400,0001. which had been granted to the 
Emperor, nor the ſafety of Germany, which made it ſo im- 
portant, but it was the ſafety of the Britiſh Conſtitution. The 
Commons were always conſidered as the guardians of the public 
purſe; and in that view this queſtion was more important to them 
than if the threatened invaſion were abſolutely put in execution, 
and the invaders at our doors. It had been ſaid the loan to the 
Emperor had been the means of ſaving Germany. But were we, 
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as Engliſhmen, to prefer the ſaving of Germany to the ſaving 
our Conſtitution? Miniſters had moſt atrociouſly traduced the 
beſt rights — had violently ſeized the liberties of Britons. Ther 
held, or thought they held, the reins of power ſo tightly, that no 
even a mortal ſtab to Engliſh freedom could rouſe, or if it did rouſe, 
could be ſucceſsfully reſented by the defcendants of the Ancient 
Britons. Miniſters, however, had they been aware of the ſpirit of 
reſiſtance their oppreſſive innovations muſt eventually provoke, 
would have come to this Houſe, not with a memorandum of that 
tranſaction, but with a bill of indemnity. If this meaſure of the 
Miniſter was ſubmitted to, there would be an end at once of the 
control of the Houſe of- Commons over the public purſe, the only 
guard of conſtitutional freedom. He proteſted, from his confi. 
ence, that if the Houſe did not reſent this conduct of the Miniler, 
there would be an end, in his opinion, of all reſpect to them from 
worthy man in the kingdom. He abſerved, that the Miniſter had 
ſtudioufly endeavoured to degrade the Houſe of Commons upon 
every occaſion, when he had an opportunity of doing ſo. An 
honourable gentleman oppoſite had talked of the candour with 
which a delinquent ſhould be treated by his friend; but he was 
a different opinion; he never could ſhut his mouth againſt abuſes; 
and if any friend of his was guilty of a flagrant delinquener, be 
ſhould blame him more ſeverely than an indifferent perſon. Dy 
ſuch improper lenity and miſplaced candour, the people had uni- 
formly been robbed of their beſt rights. Where was the honour- 
able gentleman's (Mr. Wilberforce) candour, when he ſaid that the 
vote of credit was applicable to the purpoſe of a foreign fubfidy! 
If the Miniſter had called for a ſubſidy, would not the clamours af 
the people have been heard all over the country? But he would 
fay ſomething for the right honourable gentleman who afſumed tv 
much for the privileges of the Crown, and that was, that he wiſhed 
he had adviſed His Majefty to make fome ſacrifice for the ſecunty 
of his dominions, in conjunction with his people; for a time ma? 
come, when the public ſpirit of a_Monarch ſhall avail him more 
than all the glitter and parade of tinſel and pomp. The public 
had a right to expect, when all ranks and degrees of men were iv 
heavily burdened, that ſome very conſiderable ſhare ſhould have 
been borne by the Crown itſelf. Nothing of the kind, however, 
had happened; and we ſee, day after day, that the power of the 
Houſe of Commons was uſurped by the King's Miniſters. Unleb 
a different ſyſtem be adopted, the country muſt fall to ruin. 
The MASTER of the ROLLS could not well ſay, whethe! 
in the courſe of lis parliamentary experience he had ever aſſiſted 
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i debate on a ſubje& of 4 nature ſo delicate and important as that 
which was now before the Houſe. In the opinion of ſome, it ought 
to ſuperſede the diſcuſſion of every other ſubject, however momen- 
tous, even that of voting the ſupplies ; while others ſeemed to re- 
quire that Miniſters would have come down to the Houſe for an 
act of indemnity to ſcreen them from the conſequences of the un- 
conſtitutional meaſure which they are accuſed of having adopted. 
To neither of theſe opinions did he incline ; nor, indeed, in his view 
of the ſubject, did the prefent queſiion call on him to pronounce on 
theſe points. In general, he thought the ſecond thoughts of the 
gentlemen oppoſite him much better than their firſt ; but on this 
occation, he muſt regard their firſt thoughts as preferable to their ſe- 
cond. For laſt night, among all the arguments they had adduced, 
nene were dlrected againſt the ſubjet now in agitation ; neither 
could he conceive what had put it in their heads to bring forward 
the queſtion they had now ſtarted ; for Miniſters were as criminal 
and guilty laſt night as at the preſent moment : but even {uppoling 
them thus guility, could not theſe gentlemen permit the preſent bu- 
fineſs to go on one ſtage more, without ſuppoling themſelves pre- 
cluded from bringing forward at a future period the inveſtigation 
they ſeemed ſo eager to inſtitute. The queſtion now was, whe- 
ther the Houſe would agree to the report of the ways and means; 
and though this were diſpoſed of, would no opportunity occur of agi- 
ting tie other queſtion ? Might not this vote precede that agita- 
tion! Surely, abundant opportunities would offer of bringing it 
before the Houſe ; and if it be of that importance it is ſaid to be, 
ought it not to be brought forward directly and diſtinRly, and not 
collaterally, and implicated in a buſineſs with which it had no con- 
nection? At preſent he was not prepared tc decide on the queſtion, 
whether this conduct of the Miniſter ſhould be imputed to him as 
a erime or not. It was not the queſtion that now awaited deciſion ; 
and he wiſhed that no gentleman would anſwer what might be far- 
ther offered on the occafion ; for his part, he could not permit him- 


ſelf to be convinced by the arguments that were urged on the 
other ſide. | 
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than his had been exerted that niglit to con inee the honourable and 
learned gentleman who ſpoke laſt, he eould not expect to be able to 
convince him. With reſpe& to the argument attempted to be deduced 
from the words of the vote of credit, he had to ſay, tliat ſimilar 
words were to be met with in the vote of credit paſſed in 1794; 
and ſinee thoſe words were not then introduced prophetically with 


reference to ſuch an occaſion as the preſent, they could not have 
2 | | 


Mr. WILLIAM SMITH faid, that eas much greater abilitics 
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been meant to direct the Chancellor of the Exchequer in his condug 
in the year 1796. 
The queſtion for the Houſe to decide on was, whether, in a co. 
ſtitutional point of view, the queſtion of his right hon. friend wy 
of ſufficient importance to induce the Houſe to diſmiſs the reading 
of the reſolutions, and give that the preference? If the queſtin 
of his right hon. friend was conſtitutionally important, he thouzht 
the Houſe would not confider the motion for delay unneceſſary. 
Lord HAW KESBURY wiſhed the charge to be brought for. 
ward directly, and argued fairly; ſtill, however, let it be brought 
forward when it would, it did not prevent the Houſe from voting 
the money for the ſupplies that evening, becauſe the money ſent 
to the Emperor was not included in the queſtion of the reſolutions, 
nor was the Houſe pledging itſelf at a future time to juſtify that 
expenditure. All muſt coincide with him in opinion, that the 
ſupplies ought not, at this particular criſis, to be ſtopped unneceſ- 
farily for a ſingle moment; and as the queſtion alluded to could 
be brought forward as well to-morrow, he conceived no prejudice 
could ariſe from what, in fact, would only be the appearance af 
delay. The idea ſtarted was of a very important nature; and 
thoſe who entertained an anxiety for the proper maintenance of the 
Conſtitution, muſt wiſh to meet the diſcuſſion with all poſſible dif. 
patch. His Lordſhip deprecated any unneceſſary delay; but its 
immediate inveſtigation appeared to him abſolutely incompatible 
| with the honour and dignity of the Houſe and Country ; becauk 
it would appear to give a negative to their reſolutions of laſt night, 
ſo requiſite for the ſupport of our operations at home and abroad. 
Mr. FOX. I certainly think it extremely important to under- 
ſtand what the queſtion is. An honourable gentleman has ſaid that 
he can ſuppoſe it poſſible for the Houſe to vote for the ſecond read- 
2 ing of the reſolutions, and at the ſame time not to negative the 0b- 
ject propoſed by my honourable friend. But what is this but to 
ſuppoſe it poſſible that the Houſe can paſs by a great conſtirutiona 
queſtion in order to vote ſupplies? It is an old dictum, that grie- 
vances ought to precede ſupplies, and which, as a dictum, no mat 
will diſpute. And what is demanded? the interval of a ſingle day. 
A noble Lord has well termed it an appearance of delay. But 
which is better, this appearance of delay, when it is propoſed to 
conſider what I term a violent infraQion of the Conftitution, 0 
this appearance of indecent precipitation to aſſent to the ſupplies 
brought forward by the Miniſter ? A learned gentleman has ſug 
geſted that I cannot be right in this queſtion, becauſe ſtated 00 
oppoſition on the particular topic laſt night. Becauſe at a late howh 
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and amidſt a variety of topics, I did not touch on this particular 
topic, am J not to de permitted to reſume the ſubje&t? Becauſe 
we may happen not to urge our objections to a meaſure in the firſt 
inſtance, are we to be debarred the privilege of diſcuſfion for ever? 
Another gentleman tells us, that we have no right to talk of the 
death of the Conſtitution, becauſe we have predicted it more than 
once, What, may we not anticipate a fatal iſſue at the very mo- 
ment we perceive the ſymptoms of rapid decay and approaching dif- 
ſolution ? In the traitorous correſpondence and alien bills, when I 
found that all ſound principles of juſtice were diſregarded, I then 
thought that the Conſtitution had received a great blow. I thought 
alſo that it had received a great blow when the bill ſuſpending the 
Habeas Corpus was ſuffered to be paſſed. On the bills brought 
forward laſt year I expreſſed my opinion, that if they were carried 
into laws, and acted upon to their extent, they would tend to cruſh 


af the ſpirit of the people, and ſubdue the freedom of the country. 
a On theſe ſubjects I am told by gentlemen on the other fide, that I 
ie am apt to be declamatory. If when I feel warmly, to ſpeak warmly 
'< be to be declamatory, I confeſs that I am. Though I think there 
” are perſons in this Houſe addicted to uſe as much declamation with 


as ſmall a portion of argument as I am. If when I faid that theſe 
bills would fo far lower the ſpirit, and infringe the privileges of the 
people, I had added, that under their operation the Miniſter would 
come down to the Houſe, would declare that he had already diſpoſed 
of a large ſum of public money without the advice and conſent of 
Parliament, and announced his future intention to give away ſums 
diſcretion, without aſking for their approbation, would not this 
have been called declamation? Could it be ſuppoſed that ſuch a 
daring infringement of the privileges of the Houſe, ſuch a groſs in- 
ſult to the character of the Repreſentatives of the people, would 
tamely be endured ? I am told that we often have talked of this 
laſt fight for our liberties. Yes; we will fight wherever we can. 
Becauſe they invade one fortreſs of the Conſtitution, do they ſuppoſe 
that we will tamely lie down and yield ourſelves to ſlavery ? No; 
ve will make a ſtand in thoſe fortreſſes which may yet remain; we 
wil preſerve while any thing is left to defend, or whilſt we retain 
any ſtrength to ſtruggle againſt the foe ; though I greatly fear that 
if the ſame ſyſtem of invading our rights ſhould be continued, there 


ſubſidy to the King of Pruſſia has been referred to on the preſent 
oceaſion. That ſubſidy differed intirely from the deſeription of grants 
hich Miniſters have thought proper to make to his Imperial Ma- 


fy. That ſubſidy was granted directly, and under the ſanction of 
Vox, I. TY 
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vill ſhortly nothing remain which will be worth the conteſt, The 
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a vote of Parliament. But in the preſent inſtance a ſum is require 
to be voted for a retroſpective ſervice, which has not formed the 
ſubje& of any eſtimate. And what is ſtill more remarkable, gy 
of this ſum paid to the Emperor, only 70,0001. were remitted 
during the receſs of Parliament; all the reſt was granted at a time 
either before the ſeparation of the laſt Parliament, or at a period 
when the preſent Parliament were actually fitting. And what i 
the argument employed to juſtify this conduct? © that it was ne. 
ceſſary to conceal the extent of the ſums remitted, in order to ker 
up the credit of the country.” This, indeed, is a new argument 
to be uſed by the right honourable gentleman in a Britiſh Parlia. 
ment—by the right honourable gentleman by whom we have been 
ſo often reminded to look our ſituation in the face, and who has ſo 
often enforced the maxim to give publicity to all our financial ope. 
rations, in order to create confidence in our reſources. Under all 
the circumſtances of the caſe, it mult appear that the whole of the 
tranſaction has been adopted by the choice of Miniſters. I wa 
aſtoniſhed when I heard the word © exigency” adopted in the pre- 
ſent inſtance, There can be no caſe of exigency, however impor- 
tant the criſis, if that could have been done with the conſent of Par- 
liament, which has been done without it. Even if Germany has 
been delivered by the aid which has been granted by Miniſters, that 
aid would not have been rendered leſs effectual by the interpoſition of 
Parliament. The advantage derived from the policy of conceal- 
ment is but ſhort lived. It is afterwards dearly repaid by the con- 
ſtant ſuſpicion which it begets in every future inftance. If the 
argument ſhould be uſed by a free people, © You ſay that money 
has been remitted to a foreign power ; the thing is impoſſible ; 
there has heen no vote of Parliament ? the Conſtitution forbids 
any ſuch infringement of the rights of the Repreſentatives of the 
people.” The perſon to whom this is addreſſed replies, © What 
is all this to me; your Miniſter has ſhewn in a former inſtance 
that he can diſpenſe with your Conſtitution, and contemn the rights 
of the Repreſentatives of the People; he has given money on 4 
former occalion to a forcign Prince, and why ſhould he not have 
done ſo in the preſent inſtance ?“ Thus from the duplicity of 
Miniſter, diſtruſt may be thrown upon the credit of a people, when 
there is not the ſmalleſt foundation for ſuſpicion. Thus, from 
his daring infringement of their rights, a free people may be de- 
prived of the proud boaſt and invaluable privileges of their Confii- 
tution. * As for thoſe who deceive, they may gain ſome temporary 
advantage, but they loſe all real advantage of character. If, there- 
fore, we would ſhew ourſelves to be, what we really are, the cre 
2 
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tures of the people, and not the truſters of Miniſters, let us not be 
the dupes of this unprincipled policy ; let us be mindful of the 
ſource from which we ſprung, and anxious to guard the rights of 
thoſe to whom we owe our delegated truſt, 


Ex quibus ortus ſis, non quibuſcum vivas, conſidera. 


One honourable gentleman has talked in ſuch a ſtile of aſperity 
of all the opponents of Miniſters, that one would ſuppoſe that, in 
order to give effect to his expreſſion, he could do nothing leſs than 
bring-in a bill to filence all thoſe who do not implicitly approve of 
the proceedings of the laſt Parliament, and the policy of his fa- 
vourite Adminiſtration. Sir, much alluſion has been made to the 
line of argument held by Oppoſition. Tf we talked of the Conſti- 
tution, it was ſaid, What have we to do with the Conſtitution ? 
You have long ſince predicted its downfall. You are one of thoſe 
ncorrigihle Jacobins, who have no intereſt in the conſtitution. If 


" we talk of the meaſures to be adopted, in order to guard againſt in- 
[Ge vaſion, it was aſked, What have you to do with invaſion, you who 
IT would even with ſome miſchief to befall the country, in order that 
Ts you might exult in the diſgrace of Miniſters? Such is the mode of 
5 reaſoning by which they attempt to anſwer our arguments. Not- 
hat withſtanding, however, this ſummary mode of anſwering all our ar- 
\of guments, and which gocs to the extent of taking from us all right of 
al- diſcuſſion, whilſt I continue in this Houſe I will talk as becomes 
on- 


the Repreſentative of a Free People. I was born free; and whilſt 
[ live, I will continue to be free. Whilſt I fit here, I will not 


nef forego that freedom of dcbate, which is the moſt effential privilege 

le; of a Houſe of Commons. The meaſure which I now oppoſe is a 

„ moſt daring attack on one of our deareſt and moſt important rights. 
c 


And if the Houſe of Commons tamely ſubmit to ſanction ſuch a 
violation of their moſt valuable prerogatives, the conſequence ulti- 
mately muſt be diſgrace to themſelves, and ruin to the country. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT. expreſſed his determination, under the 
circumſtances of the preſent moment, to preſs the meaſure of imme- 
dately voting the ſupplies, without allowing himſelf to be diverted 
to any extraneous ſubject of diſcuſſion. He at the ſame time de- 
elared himſelf ready to meet the diſcuſſion reſpecting the grants of 
money to the Emperor, whenever a ſpecific "wy ſhould be appointed 
for the purpoſe. 

Mr. BASTARD declared, has he would vote for immediately 
Ping into the ſupplies. Yet he felt himſelf called on to ſtate that 
he did not approve of the meaſure purſued with reſpect to the loan 
made to the Emperor, and he truſted that the ſenſe of the Houſe 
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would be ſo expreſſed on that occaſion, as to prevent, at any futur 
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time, a repetition of a ſimi lar conduct. 


The Houſe divided on the queſtion, that the word *©* to-morroy" 
be inſerted inſtead of © now.” 


Ayes, 58; 


Noes, -164. 
The original queſtion was then put and carried. The refoly. 


tions were read a ſecond time, and agreed to. 


A ſhort converſation took place on the propoſed additional duties 
on ſugar and coffee, between Mr. Bryan Edwards, Mr. Sewel, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, &c. 


Journed. 


Lift of the Minority on the Amendment, © That the Report of ti! 
Reſolutions of the Committee of Supply be deferred till to-morrny.” 


Anſon, T. 
Aubrey, Sir ]. 


Baker, J. 


Barclay, G. 


Beauclerk, G. G. 
Biddulph, R. 
Bird, W. 


Beauverie, Honourable E. 


Brogden, J. 
Burch, J. R. 
Burdett, F. 
Cavendiſh, Lord G. 
Coke, Edward 


Coke, T. W. 
Colhoun, W. 


Combe, H. C. 


Courtenay, I. 


Crewe, J. 
Davers, Sir C. 


Erſkine, Honourable T. 


Fitzpatrick, General 
Foley, Honourable E. 
Fox, C. J. 

Grey, C. 

Green, J. 


Hare, I. 


Huſſey, W. 
Harriſon, ]. 


Jefferys, N. 


Curwen, J. C. 


After which the Houſe ad. 


Jekyll, J. 

Jervois, C. J. 

Knight, R. P. 

Kemp, F. 

Lloyd, J. R. 

Martin, J. 

Milbanke, R. 

Milner, Sir W. 
Nichols, J. 

North, D. 

Plumer, W. 
Richardſon, ]. 

Ruſſell, Lord W. - 
St. John St. Andrew 
Scudamore, J. 
Sheridau, R. B. 
$hum, G. 

Smith, W. 

Spencer, Lord R. 
Sturt, C. 

Tarleton, General 
Thompſon, T. 
Tufton, Honourable H. 
Tufton, Honourable ]. - 
Vane, Sir F. F. 
Vyner, R. 
Whitbread, S. 
Weſtern, C. C. 
Walwyn, J. 


TELLERS, - 
Taylor, M. A, 


[ Commoyy, 
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Friday, qth December. 


Mr. Manning brought up the London Wet-dock bill, which 
was read a firſt time. | 


Mr. MANNING faid, that as a bill had been introduced into 


the laſt Parliament which explained the object of the preſent bill, 
and the Report of the Committee which had been appointed to 
examine the ſubject, preſented ſuch ample elucidations, as to the 
tendency of the meaſure, he did not conceive it neceſſary to trouble 
the Houſe with any particular details. Still, however, there were 
ſme circumſtances which had come to his knowledge connected 
with the object of the bill, and illuſtrative of the grievances which 
it was intended to remove, which were ſo ſtrik ing that he begged 
leave to take notice of them. From the inadequate accommada- 
tions which the merchants of the city of London had for its in- 
creaſed commerce, their property on board the ſhips in the river 
was liable to very great depredations. He had been informed from 
the beſt authority, that theſe depredations continued to a very dan- 
gerous and alarming height. By an act of Parliament, paſſed 
ſome time ago, called the Bum-boat act, a power was given to ſtop 
any boats upon the river loaded with goods, of which a: proper ac- 
count could not be given to the Magiſtrates by the perſons convey- 
ing them. He was informed, that at the office at Shadwell, out 
of three hundred and forty-two perſons convicted of the offence, 
more than one hundred had paid the penalty of 40l. which the act 
of Parliament impoſed, and had again been let looſe to commit 
ſimilar depredations. A conſiderable number had alſo been con- 
victed at the office in Whitechapel, and had been liberated, after 
having paid the penalty. This ſhewed that the act paſſed on this 
ſubject was not adequate for the purpoſe, and that ſomething more 
was neceſſary to guard the evil. This it was the object of the 
bill to effect by removing the temptation, and the opportunity of the 
crime, As the bill now read a firſt time, however, involved ſuch 
a variety of intereſts, it was not his intention to hurry it through the 
Houſe without allowing every party to be heard, and every objec- 
tion to be obviated. He, therefore, meant to have the bill read a 
ſecond time after the Chriſtmas receſs, and at preſent only moved 
that it be read a firſt time. : 

Mr. Alderman ANDERSON was glad the ſecond reading was 
put off. The bill, in its preſent ſhape, would ruin a great many 
perſons, whoſe intereſts were not to be neglected. He now had the 
ſatisfaction to ſay, that the. plan, which the city of London had 

engaged in drawing up was completed, and would be ſub- 
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mitted to the Houſe immediately after the Chriſtmas receſs, and he 
hoped that it would be found to combine ſuch an attention to the 
property of inviduals with the public accommodation as would mei 
the approbation of the Houſe. 

Colonel PORTER gave notice, that, as he underſtood that hy. 
finzſs of great importance was expected to occur, he ſhould moye 


that the Houſe be called over on Tueſday next. A 
he ſi 
Monday, 12th December. the 8 
Mr. JEKYLL faid, that if ever there was a period which de- A 
manded more vigilance on the part of the Legiſlature than any bd 
other, to guard againſt every encroachment on the Conſtitution, this FM 
was that period. It was his duty to ſtate, and unleſs he received the tr 
a ſatisfactory an{wer, he ſhould bring before the Houſe in a more n un 
detailed ſtate, a ſubject which had been mentioned in all the diurnal able 
prints for ſome days paſt : it was a letter from Mr. Wodhall tothe N rade 
Earl of Northampton. In this letter Mr. Wodhall repreſented Kon, 
that he had been in the ſituation of Deputy Lieutenant for tweny- Nen! 
eight years ; that he had attended a mceting under the new militia ak 
act; that he had found the place, where the Juſtices met, ur. ante 
rounded by a body of cavalry, by order of the War-office ; and that = 
the cavalry prevented the appellants from coming forward. Mr. me 
Jekyll here read Mr. Wodhall's letter, of which the following is Hag ge 
@ COPY © ord 
ceaſic 

To the Earl of Northampton, Lord Lieutenant of the tounty if ee ci. 
Northampton. Ilita 

3 i 5 ad li 

«© On going yeſterday to the firſt meeting for Brackly diviſion, under 

the new militia act, I obſerved a troop of cavalry parading before the Inn; 0 
two juſtices and two other Deputy Lieutenants were there, and juſt pro- Mr 


— to buſineſs; they all aſſured me that the military did not attend af 
in conſequence of any 2 from tnem; but that the Commanding 
officer produced orders from the War Office, ſigned by one of Mr. Wind. 


ham's clerks. No riot or diſturbance whatever had taken place, and agiſ 
the numerous Conſtables appeared fully competent to the preſervation of lie 
the peace; the ſoldiers, however, continued to obſtruct our door during Mr 


the whole day ; and, on my remarking the deliy which aroſe from one 
of the Conſtables not collecting the appellants from his pariſh, and bring- Wil | 
ing them into the room, he excuſed himſelf by ſaying, that the ſoldien Wl he 
would not ſuffer them to enter the houſe. : ale 
„ Under this newly- adopted ſyſtem of military government, it i 
highly incompatible with my principles to act any longer as a Deputy 
Lieutenant. Being unacquainted with your Lordſhip's town reſidence, | Hi: 
take the liberty of requeſting Mr. Markham to fill up the direction, and 
forward this ictter by the poſt, and to keep the Deputation, which I x. 
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ceived 28 years ago from Lord Halifax, till he has an opportunity of 


delivering it. 


J am, my Lord, 
« Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient, and 
% Moſt humble ſervant, 


Thenford, near Bunbury, Dec. 3, 1796. « M. WODHALL.” 


After having read the letter, Mr. Jekyll exprefſed a hope that 
he ſhould receive ſome. ſatisfaQory information on the ſubject from 
the Secretary at War. 

The SECRETARY AT WAR ſaid, that he had waited with 
much anxiety to know what this buſineſs was which “ roared ſo 
ond and thundered in the index! He had not been able to foreſee 
what was now brought forward, and was indeed wholly ignorant of 
the tranſaction to which it related, as he was not perhaps ſo diligent 
in the peruſal of the Newspapers as he ought to be. The honour- 
able gentleman muſt therefore remain without an anſwer till he had 
made an inquiry in his office with reſpect to the ſubject of his mo- 
ted tion. If an order, ſuch as Mr. Wodhall ſtated in his letter to have 
deen ſent from the War Office, had ever iſſued from thence, he was 
nvinced it muſt have iſſued on ſuch an application as fully war- 
anted the meaſure. This complaint which the honourable gen- 
eman brought forward was not quite ſo extraordinary in its nature 
$ the honourable gentleman ſeemed to conſider it. He recollected 
al: ſeſſion to have heard a formal complaint made by a noble Lord 
ord Ruſſel) reſpecting the interference of the military on a certain 
ceaſion; and when he came to inquire into the matter, he found 
he circumſtances to have been intirely miſrepreſented, and that the 
llitary had conducted themſelves with moſt perfect propriety. He 
ad little doubt but that upon farther inquiry this complaint would 


= m out to be of the ſame nature. 

pro Mr. JEKYLL in reply ſaid, this recent complaint could not be 
trend a ſimilaf nature to that mentioned lately by a noble Lord, if the 
_ aſe were truly ſtated by the Secretery at War; inſomuch as the 


aiſtrates acting with Mr. Wodhall had declared that no ſuch 
plication had been made by them. 
Mr. Secretary DUNDAS acquainted the Houſe, that he had a 


he preſented the ſame to the Houſe, and it was read by Mr. 
Kaker, and is as followeth, viz. 


GEORGE R. 


His Majeſiy is concerned to acquaint the Houſe of Commons, that 
In- endeauours to Preſerve peace with Spain, and 10 adjuſt all matters 


it u 
eputy 
nee, | 


ſage from His Majeſty to this Houſe, ſigned by His Majeſty ; 
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| in diſcuſſion with that Court, by an amicable negetiation, have been n. 
| dered ineffeftual, by an abrupt and unprovoled declaration of war g 
| the part of the Catholic King. 

His Majeſty, at the ſume time that he ſincerely laments this addin 
to the calamities of war, already extending over ſo great part 
Europe, has the ſati faction to reflect, that nothing has been omitted u 
his part, which could contribute to the maintenance of peace, an gran 
conſiſtent with the honour of his crown, and the intereſts if ji 
dominiens. 
| And he trufts, that, under the protefion of Divine Providence, ih 
| firmneſs and wiſdom of his Parliament will enable him effeualy » 
repel this unprovated aggreſſion, and to afford, to all Europe, an ai. 
ditional prof of the ſpirit and reſources of the Britiſh nation. 


G. R. 


Mr. Secretary DUNDAS moved that His Majeſty's meſlag 
| ſhould be taken into conſideration to-morrow. 

Mr. GREY thought, that as His Majeſty's ſpeech at the be. 
ginning of the ſeſſion had announced that the apparent hoſtile di. 
poſitions of the Court of Madrid had led to diſcuſſions, of which he 
was not then able to acquaint the Houſe with the final reſult ; and 
as ſome memorials and papers muſt have paſſed between the two 
Courts, it would be proper that thoſe papers ſhould be laid befor 
the Houſe previous to the conſideration of the meſſage. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, his right honourable friend hu 
juſt gone to the bar to bring them up. : 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS brought up a copy of the declaration 
of war by the Spaniſh Court, and notified that the anſwer to tl 
declaration would be laid before the Houſe to-morrow. 


* — bo W „ 
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The fellatuing are the copies of thoſe papers laid upon the table f fr we: 
Houſe for the peruſal of the Members : . 
TRANSLATION of the DECLARATION of WAR of the Co by 
- of Mapxip againſt GREAT BRITAIx. = 

Palace of St. Laurence, October 5, 1796. by th 

: Pulifhed at Madrid the 8th of October. * 5e 

Received officially from the Marquis of Bute, His Majeſty's Ambaſſador a th * 
Court of Madrid, by Lord Grenville, December 3, 1796. the b 
We:flminfter, December 12, 1796. * 

ONE of the principal motives which determined me to make pe 3 
with the French Republick, as ſoon as its government hages to un ie ˖ 
regular and ſolid form, was the conduct which England had obſerved By 


wards. me during the whole courſe of the war, and the juſt diſtruſt vii 
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the experience of her ilI-faith ought to occaſion on my part for the future. 
This ill-faith became manifeſt in the moſt critical moment of the firſt 
campaign, from the manner in which Admiral Hood treated my fleet at 
Toulon, where he attended to nothing but the deſtruction of what he 
could not carry away with him; and from his preſently after taking poſ- 
ſeſion of Corſica, which expedition that Admiral conccaled with the 
oreatelt care from Don Juan de Langara, when they were together at 
Toulon. 

Tie Engliſh Miniſtry afterwards confirmed the ſame from their ſilence 
in all their negociations with other powers, eſpecially by the treaty which 
was ſigned the 19th November, 1794, with the United States of 
America, without any reſpect or conſideration for my rights, whick were 
th well known to them, 


7 þ noticed alſo that ill-faith in their repugnance to adopt the plans and 
* ideas which might accelerate the concluſion of the war, and in the vague 


anſwer Lord Grenville gave to my Ambaſſador the Marquis Del Campo, 
when he applied for ſuccours to continue it. | 

R. [ was finally confirmed in that opinion by the injuſtice with which they 
zwpropriated to themſelves the valuable cargo of the Spaniſh re-captured 
ſhip Saint Jago, or Achilles, which they ought to have reſtored according 
tothe agreement between my firſt Secretary of State, and of the Deſpacho, 
the Prince de la Paz, and Lord St. Helens, His Britannic Majeſty's Am- 
baſſador; and by the detention of the naval ſtores coming for the uſe of 
my arſenals on board Dutch veſſels, the forwarding of which was delayed 
under freſh pretexts and difficulties. 

Laſtly, I had no doubt left of the ill-faith in the conduct of England, 
from the frequent arrival of Engliſh veſſels on the coaſt of Peru and Chili, 
to carry on a contraband trade, and reconnoitre thoſe coaſts, under the 
pretext of the whale fiſhery, a privilege they claimed by the Nootka 


Convention. 


{.ip, good underſtanding, and ſtrict confidence, which they had offered 
to obſerve with Spain in all the operations of the war, by virtue of the 
Convention of the 25th May, 1793. 

vince peace was concluded with the French Republic, I have not only 
tal the beſt-grounded motives to ſuppoſe England harboured an intention 
to attack my American poſſeſſions ; but I have received direct injuries, 
which have confirmed to me the reſolution formed by that Miniſtry, to 
oblige me to adopt a part contrary to the good of humanity, torn to pieces 
by the bloody war whieh is annihilating Europe, and contrary to the ſin- 
cre defire I have manifeſted, on repeated occafions, to put an end to 
i by means of peace, propoſing my good offices to accelerate its con- 
GUION, 

England has, in fact, ſhewn openly her views againſt my dominions, 
by the great expeditions and armaments ſent to the Weſt Indies, deſtined 
in part againſt Saint Domingo, in order to impede its delivery to France, 
4 is evident from the proclamations of the Engliſh Generals in that 
and ; by the eſtabliſhraent of trading companies in North America, on 
tie banks of the river Miſouri, with an intention to penetrate through 
thoſe regions to the South Sea ;. and laſtly, by the conqueſt ſhe has juſt 
made on the continent of South America, of the colony and river of 
Demerari, belonging to the Dutch, which advantageous ſituation puts 
der in the way to occupy other important points. 

15 her views have been ſtill more hoſtilely and more clearly ſhewn by 

OL, I, U u | 
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Such were the proceedings of the Engliſh Miniſtry, to prove the friend- - 
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ſtill detained in ſpite of the moſt authentic documents, ſhew ing the {ail 


the indfputable juſtice of his cauſe; and it will be eaſily proved, from 
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her repeated inſults to my flag, and by the violence committed in the 
Mediterranean, by her ſhips of war, in taking out of different Spanig 
veſſels the recruits for my armies, who were coming from Genoz tg 
Barcelona; by the acts of piracy and vexation, by which the Corſica 
privateers, protected by the Engliſh Government in the iſland, deſiroy 
the Spaniſh trade in the Mediterranean, even within the bays of the ct 
of Cataluna ; and by the detention of ſeveral Spaniſh veſſels, laden with 
Spaniſh property, which have been carried into the Englith ports under 
frivolous pretexts; eſpecially by the embargo of the rich cargo of the 
Spaniſh ſhip Minerva, executed with outrage to the Spaniſh flag, and 


cargo to be Spaniſh property, having been preſented in the proper 
court. 

The offence has not been leſs grievous which has been offered to the 
character of my Ambaſſador Don Simon de las Caſas, by one of the counts 
of law in London, which ordered him to be arreſted on the ground of: 
demand, made by a maſter of a veſſel, for a very ſmall ſum of money. 

And, laſtly, it has been no longer poſſible to tolerate the enormom 
violations of the Spaniſh territory, on the coaſts of Alicant and Galicia, 
committed by the brigs of the Engliſh navy, the Cameleon and Nanguroo; 
and. that which took place at the iſland of Trinidad was ſtill more ſcan- 
dalous and infolent, when Captain Vaughan, commander of the Alarm 
frigate, landed, with colours flyipg and drums beating, at the head di 
his whole ſnip's company armed, to attack the French, and revenge in. 
juries which he ſaid he had received, thus diſturbing, by a proceeding ſ 
offenfive to my ſovereignity, the tranquillity of the inhabitants of that 
iſland, 

By ſuch reiterated and unheard-of inſults, that ambitious nation ha 
repeated to the world the examples of h-r knowing no other law than 
that of the aggrandizement of her trade, by means of an univerſal deſpo- 
tiſm by ſea, She has gone beyond the bounds of my moderation and 
forbearance, and obliges me, in order to ſupport the honor of ny Crown, 
and to attend to the protection I owe my ſubjects, to declare war again 
the King of England, his kingdoms, and ſubjects, and to command that 
ſuch orders be ſent to all parts of my dominions, as may be beſt calculated 
for the defence of my beloved ſubjects, and for the annoyance of the 
enemy. 


ANSIPER tu the Declaratim of War e the Curt of Madrid agaiif 
Great Britain. 


THE open and undiſguiſed aggreſſions of Spain, the violences con. 
mitted againſt the perſons and properties of His Majeſty's ſubjeRs, and 
the unprovoked declaration of war on the part of that power, have 4 
length obliged His Majeſty to take the neceſſary meaſures for repellig 
force by force, and for vindicating the dignity of His Crown, and tie 
rights and intereſts of his people. 54 

At the moment of adopting theſe meaſures, His Majeſty thinks f 
due to himſelf to remove every ſhade of doubt which could be thrown 0 


the very reaſons adduced by the Court of Madrid in ſupport of its ded 
ration of war, that all the calamities which may enſue from it are ſolelf 
to be attributed to the conduct of his enemies. 
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A 6mple reference to that declaration, and a bare enumeration of the 
vague and frivolous charges which it contains, would indeed be ſufficient 


' to ſatisfy all reaſonable and i:npartial minds, that no part of the conduct 
, of Great Britain towards Spain has aforded the ſmalleſt ground of com- 
k plaint, much leſs any motive ſufficiently powerful for adding to the preſent 


calamities of Europe, all the evils of a new and complicated war, 

The only difficulty of a more detailed reply ariſes not from the ſtrength 
and importance of the complaints alledged, but from their weakneſs and 
futility from the confuſed and unintelligible ſhape in which they are 


he brought forward, and from the impoſlibility of referring them to any 
id eſtabliſhed principle or rule of juſtice, to any uſual form or topic of com- 
id plaint between independent governments, or to any of thoſe motives 
er which can alone create the painful duty of an appeal to arms. 

The acts of hoſtility attributed to His Majeſty in the manifeſto of 
the Spain, conſiſt either of matters perfectly innocent and indifferent in 
tt their nature, or of imputed opinions and intentions of which no procf is 
f a adduced, nor any effect alledged, or laſtly, of complaints of the miſcon- 
: duct of unauthorized individuals; reſpecting all which His Majeſty has 
000 never failed to inſtitute inquiry, where inquiry was neceſſary, and to cauſe 
la, juſtice to be done in the regular courſe of judicial proceedings. The very 
00; nature of ſuch complaints affords a ſufficient anſwer to the concluſion at- 
ab. tempted to be drawn from them by Spain; and His Majeſty might have 
arm been well juſtified in declining all farther diſcuſſion on points, on which 
1 it was manifeſt that no juſt motive of hoſtility could be grounded. 
in- Such, however, was not his conduct. Anxious to avert from both king. 
86 doms the calamities of war, he has repeatedly, but in vain, propoſed to 
that adjuſt, by amicable diſcuſſion, all points of difference which could ſub- 

kt between the governments of two nations, whoſe real intereſts were 
hs the ſame, and who had an equal concern in oppoſing the progreſs of a 
than common enemy, ; | 
50 This diſcuſſion having always been ſtudiouſly avoided by the Court of 
and Madrid, it now remains only for His Majeſty to vindicate, in this pub- 
ny lic manner, his own cauſe, and to prove the futility of thoſe pretences 
ain by which that Court now ſeeks to colour its aggreſſion, 
that The firit point brought forward to ſupport an accuſation of ill-faith, 
Tated is the conduct of the King's Admiral at Toulon; who is charged 
f the with having deftroyed thoſe ſhips and naval ſtores of the enemy which 
he could not carry away with him; and with having afterwards under- 
taken an expedition to Corſica without the knowledge or participation 
of the Spaniſh Admiral. To an accuſation of ſuch a nature, alledged as 
gain a ground for war between two great nations, it can hardly be expected 
that a ſerious anſwer ſhould be given. Tt is, perhaps, the firſt time that 
it has been imputed as a crime to one of the commanding officers of two 
com- powers acting in alliance, and making common cauſe in war, that he 
„ and did more than his proportion of miſchief to the common enemy. And if 
we 1 it be really true that ſuch a ſentiment was entertained at Madrid, cer- 
pelling tanly no other juſtification can be neceſſary for not inviting the officers 
nd tie of that court to join in ſubſequent expeditions againſt the ſame enemy : 
1 at all events, it cannot be pretended that a co-operation between two 
inks 


alies (however cordial and fincere) in any one particular enterprize, 
could afterwards reſtrain either of them from undertaking ſeparately any 
other, to which his own force appeared in itſelf to be adequate. 

The ſecond inſtance of ill-faith attributed to His Majeſty, is the con- 
clulion of a treaty of amity and commerce with the United States of 
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America; a power with whom both Great Britain and Spain were x 
peace ; with whom the King, as well as His Catholic Majeſty, was Per: 
fectly free to contract any ſuch engagements; and with whom the Cour 
of Madrid has actually concluded a fimilar treaty, with - this different 
only, that the ftipulations of the Britiſh treaty can give no ground gf 
offence or injury to any other power, while the Spaniſh treaty conta 
an article (that reſpecting the navigation of the Miſſiſſippi) which, if k 
could have any force or effect at all, would be on the part of Spain 
direct breach of treaty with Great Britain, and a groſs violation of th 
important and unqueſtionable rights of His Majeſly and His People, 
he ſame ill-faith is ſaid to have been manifeſted in the unwillingneß 
ſhewn by the Britiſh Government to adopt the plans propoſed by Spain 


[CoMmexg, 


for haltening the concluſion of the war with France, (but what these 


plans were, it is not ſtated), and alſo in the omitting to comply with 
an application made by Spain for pecuniary ſuccours, as neceſſary ty 
enable her to act againſt the common enemy. Ihe failure of ſuch an 
application cannot certainly be matter of ſurprize to any one who con- 
ſiders the fituation and conduct of Spain during the war. It can hardly 
be alledged even as an excuſe for the precipitate peace concluded by Span, 
without the knowledge of her allies; but it is difficult to conceive hoy 
ſuch a xefuſal can he made a ground of hoRility towards Great Britain, 
or with what conſiſtency the inability of Spain to profecure che former 
conteſt without pecuniary aid from its ally, can have become a motive 
of engaging gratuitouſly in all the expences and difficulties of a nes 
war, againſt that very power. | . 

With regard to the condemnation of the St. Jago, (a prize taken fron 
the enemy by His Majeſiy's naval forces), His Majeſ y has only to reply 
to the injurious aſſertions on that ſuhje& in the Speniſh manifeſto, that 
the claims of all the parties in that cauſe were publicly heard and de. 
cided according to the known law of nations, and before the only com- 
petent tribunal; one whoſe impartiality is above all ſuſpicion, 

The conduct of His Majefiy reſpecting the naval ſtores, which were 
claimed by Spain, though found on board Dutch veſſels, has been in like 
manner egenipt from all blame; nor was any unneceſſary delay interpoſed 
reſpeciing thoſe cargozs till the equivocal coeduct of Spain, and ihe ſtrong 
and juſt ſuſpicion „f her hoſtile diſpoſitions, made it impoſſible for Ei 
Majeiiy to conſent to ſ:pply her from the ports of his dominions with 
the means of acting againſt himſelf, | 

The next charge relates to the alledged miſcondu of ſome merchant 
ſhips in landing their crews on the coaſts of Chili and Peru, with tit 
view of carrying on there an illicit commerce, and of reconnoitering the 
country, On this it is to be obſerved, that theſe views are not attempted 


to be proved by any fact whatever ; that it any act was in truth com- 


mitted by individuals in thoſe diſtant territories againſt the laws of the 
government eſtabliſhed there, thoſe laws might have been enforced upon 
the ſpot ; and that the Court of London has always been open to receiſe 
and redreſs all complaints of that nature. But that what is aſſigned in 
the manite*o as a mere cover and pretext for fraud, namely, the exercie 
of the whale fiſhery by the Engliſh in thoſe parts, is not, as is there al- 
ſerted, a right which the Engliſh “ claim under the convention of 
Nootka.” It is one, which was not then for the firſt time eſtabliſhed, 
but ſolemnly recognized by the Court of Madrid, as having always be 
longed to Great Britain, and the full and undiſturbed exerciſe of which 
was guaranteed to His Majeſty's ſubjects in terms ſo expreſs as to admit 
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Ng, ; 
e 1 of no doubt, and in a tranſaction ſo recent, that ignorance of it cannot be 
etended. 
* "Such, it ſeems, were the off-nces of the Britiſh Government, and ſuch 
ence Icke jealouſies and apprehenſions of Spain, during the time when the 
d of Courts of London and Madrid were united in the bonds of alliance, and 
tain engaged in a common cauſe: and it is on motives as frivolous as theſe, 
If it that the Court of Madrid began to project an offenſive alliance with the 
in 2 King's enemies; a deſign which it now profeſſes to have entertained 
the from the moment when it ſeparated itſelf from the common cauſe, but 
, which was long after that period diſguiſed under the moſt poſitive and 
nef explicit aſſurances of neutrality, 
pain It is inſinuated, that the good offices of His Catholic Majeſty for 
ele bringing about a general pacification, had been tendered to Great Britain, 
with and had been refuſed. What degree of impartiality could have been ex- 
y to ee! from ſuch a mediation, the diſpoſitions which Spain now avows 
h an ferfelf to have entertained at that period ſufficiently ſhew ; His Ma- 
con. jeſty exerciſed his undoubted right of judging for himſelf and for his 
ch yople, how far a negociation commenced under ſuch auſpices was 
ain, lieh to contribute to the honour and intereſts of his dominions; and he 
how now finds the propriety of his deciſion confirmed beyond a doubt, by 
ain, the conduct and avowals of Spain. : 
rmer It is next ſtated, that in the proſecution of the war, in which Great 
tive Britain is engaged, her views ſeem uniformly to have been directed to 
new the annoyance of the Spaniſh poſſeſſions in America. In ſupport of this 
accuſation, are adduced an expedition directed againſt Saint Domingo, the 
fron conqueſt of the Dutch colony of Demerary, and the ſuppoſed eftabliſh- 
eply ent of Britiſh commercial companies on the banks of the Miſſouri, 
that formed with a view of penetrating to the South Sea. 
de- This latter point is one to which it is impoſſible to make a ſpecific an- 
om lwer, becauſe the Britiſh Government has no knowledge of any fact to 
which it can refer. Within the Spaniſh territory, the Spaniſh Govern- 
were ment certainly poſſeſſes both the right and the power to prevent indivi- 
like duals from trading :—Within the American territory, His Majeſty's ſub- 
ofed jecis have by treaty a right to ſettle and to trade. And they have alſo 
rong an expteſs right freely to navigate the Miſſiſſippi, by which the territories 
Bis of Spain and of the United States are divided from each other, Unleſs 
with therefore it can be ſhewn that the Britiſh Government has authorized 
my ſettlement on the Spaniſh territory, this complaint can afford no pre- 
hant tence for hoſtility againſt His Majeſty, 
the Wich regard to the expedition againſt St. Domingo, and to the con- 
the queſt of Demerary, it is impoſſible to refrain from remarking, that how- 
pted ever highly the rights of neutral nations ought to be reſpected, and what- 
om ever delicacy His Majeſty might be diſpoſed to feel towards thoſe of a 
{ the power to lately his ally, and not yet become his enemy,—it is a new and 
ypon ditherto unheard-of claim of neutrality, which 1s to be circumſcribed by 
-elve no bounds either of time or place, which extends equally beyond the 
d in date and beyond the limits 1 poſſeſſion, and is to attach not to the ter- 
ciſe mories of a neutral power itſelf, but to whatever may once have be- 
Al. longed to it, and to whatever may be ſituated in its neighbourhood, al- 
1 of though in the poſſeſſion of an actual enemy. 
hed, The ſubject, however, of Saint Domingo, deſerves to be more parti- 
be. ularly adverted to, becauſe the attempt on the part of Spain to cede a 
hich part of that iſland to France, is a breach of that ſolemn treaty under which 


Imit alone the Crown of Spain holds any part of its American poſſeſſions. 
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The conclufion of ſuch an article, without the knowledge of an ally 
deeply concerned as Great Britain in that ſtipulation, both in right ay 
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to which the Court of London could have recourſe ; yet ſo earneſt yy 
the King's defire to maintain peace with Spain, that he repeatedly ei. 
deavoured to fix, by amicable diſcuſſion with that Court, the period whey 
the right of Spain to the territory ſo ceded was to ceaſe, in order that a 
operation which it might become expedient” for his troops to under 
there, might be directed againſt the French alone: and although 90 
explanation could ever be obtained from the Court of Madrid on this 


ſubject, his conmanders on the ſpot were reſtrained from acting, a Io 
did not act againſt the Spaniſh part of the iſland, till the ceſſion actualy Span 
took place, by which it became, as far as the act of Spain could mat perſo 
it, a part of the territorics of France. the l 
Teo the accuſations which make up the greater part of the remainde Cour 
of the manifeſto, reſpecting the detention or capture of merchant ſhi to th 
or the violations of territory there mentioned, it is ſufficient to — W 
that in every caſe of ſuch a nature which has been brought to the ku. nore 
dge of the Britiſh Government, the moſt effeftual meaſures have bea the f 
inſtantly taken for inſtituting inquiry into the particulars of the tral imme 
action, for collecting the proofs neceſſary to aſcertain the fact on which ned 
the charge is founded, and for ſubmitting the whole to that regula ſubm 
courſe of proceeding in which juſtice is to be rendered in theſe caſes, x. Hier 
cording to the eſtabliſhed practice throughout Europe, and to the expres ven 
ſtipulations of the treaties between Great Britain and Spain. the r. 
Amidſt the wide and complicated operations of a naval war, exten Coun 

ed over every quarter of the globe, it is not improbable that ſon: uon 
diſorders and irregularities may have taken place, which the utmoſt i» in all 
gilance of the Government could not immediately diſcover or repreſs; Mer. 
and that in the exerciſe of the undoubted right of a power at war, Cove 
ſearch out and to ſeize the property of the enemy, the rights of neutral iWunifo 
nations may, in fome inſtances, have been unintentionally expoſe! u th 
temporary moleſtation. The ſame obſervation was not leſs applicable v rign 
Spain in her war with France; and the ſhort interval that has elapſed Sus 
fince her declaration againſt Great Britain, has amply ſhewn that pain 
ſimilar complaints will ariſe from her conduct in the preſent war, again 
The utmoſt that can be demanded, in ſuch caſes, of a power at wa, His) 

is that it ſhould ſhew itſelf ready, on all occaſions, to liſten to the emo upon 
ſtrances and reclamations of thoſe whom it may have aggrieved, and our! 
prompt and expeditious in redreſſing their injuries, and in reftonny arp 
their property: and to the readineſs of the Britiſh Government !0 lajel 
fulfil theſe duties, in every caſe where they have been called upon to BN W. 
ſo, even Spain herſelf may ſafely be called to bear witneſs. Nor wouli ion, 
It be wy to cite a more ſtriking proof of the friendly diſpoſition of the only 
King's Government, and of the particular attention manifeſted toad re h 
the rights and intereſts of Spain, than ariſes from an impartial examitt WWieels o 
tion of the detail of what has paſſed on this ſubject, It will be found o pre 
that the cauſes of complaints, whether well or ill founded, which h ee. 
been brought forward, are much fewer than ever have occurred with! ie © 
the ſame period in former times. And the Court of Spain, when called WWWonlil 
uj on to ſpecify particulars on this head, is obliged to have recourſe b It. 
an allegation of the depredations of Corſican privateers, eithe 
| There remains but one ground upon which the Court of Spain er pi 
tends to account to the world for the raſh and perfidious ſtep which iat 
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ken in declaring war againſt England, and to excuſe to all Europe the 
alamities which cannot fail to reſult from ſuch a meaſure ; the ſuppoſed 


acre of arreſt aſſerted to have been iſſued againſt the Spaniſh Ambaſ- 


dor at the Court of London. The fact, to which this relates, muſt 


dave been groſsly miſtaken before it could be made to appear, even in 
the eyes of Spain, a fit motive for the flighteſt repreſentation or com- 
plaint, much more a juſtifiable cauſe of war between the two 


kingdoms. 


By the ſtreſs which is laid upon this tranſaction, who is there that 


would not be led to imagine that the law-ſuit commenced againſt the 
Sraniſh Ambaſſador was attended with ſome peculiar circumſtances of 
perſonal indignity ? that the inſult was intentional, and originated with 
the Britiſh Government ? or that, on being apprized of the offence, the 
Court of London had ſhewn ſome unwillingneſs or delay in proceeding 
to the proſecution of the parties concerned in it? . 

Who but would be aſtoniſhed to learn that the proceſs itſelf was no 
more than a {imple citation to anſwer at law for a debt demanded ? that 
the ſuing this 3 was the miſtaken act of an individual, who was 
immediately diſavowed by the Government, and ordered to be profe- 
cuted for his conduct, and who made, (but made in vain), repeated and 
ſubmiſſive applications to the Spaniſh Ambaſſador for forgiveneſs and 
interference on his behalf? That caſes of the ſame n:ture have fre- 
quently ariſen in England from the ignorance of individuals, and from 
the ready appeal to the laws which the happy Conſtitution of the 
Country admits and authorizes, without the previous intervention or. 
nowledge of any branch of the Executive Government? And that 
in all ſimilar caſes, and particularly in one which had occurred only a 
tw weeks before, preciſely the ſame meaſures have been purſued by the 
Government to vindicate the privileges of foreign Miniſters, and have 
uniformly, and without exception, been accepted as completely adequate 
o that object, and ſatisfactory to the dignity and honour of the ſove- 
reign whom the caſe —. iy 

duch then are the frivolous motives, and pretended wrongs, which 
Spain has choſen to aſſign as the juſtification of her declaration of war 
poanſt Great Britain: ſuch are the topics of complaint upon which 
His Majeſty has repeatedly offered the moit unequivocal explanation ; 
upon which he has long and earneſtly endeavoured to perſuade the 

ourt of Madrid to enter into a full and amicable iſcution, for the 
purpoſe of averting from his own ſubjects, from thoſe of His Catholic 

lajeſty, and from Europe, the extremities of war. 

| When upon grounds of ſuch a nature, and with the offer of negocia- 
on, repeatedly preſented to its choice, a power has wilfully and wan- 
only choſen a war, in which its proſperity, its happineſs, and its ſafety 
re hazarded, and in which it will have as much to fear from the ſuc- 
els of its allies, as from that of its enemies At ſurely is not too much 
o preſume, that, even in its own eyes, that power is not juſkified for the 
roceeding which it adopted, and that there muſt be ſome unaſſigned mo- 
we of irreſiſtible neceſſity which induces it to purſue meaſures alike in- 
onſiſtent with its intereſt and with its bonvur, | | 

It will be plain to all poſterity—it is now notorious to Europe, that 

ther to the genuine wiſhes, noreven to the. miſtaken policy of Spain, 
er preſent conduct is to be attributed; that not from enmity towards 

reat Britain, not from any reſentment of paſt or apprehenſion of fu- 
lle injuries, but from a blind ſubſerviency to the views of His Majeſty's 
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neſt endeavour to avoid, and which he now ardently deſires to bring u 
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enemies, from the dominion uſurped over her councils and actions by ber 
new allies, ſhe has been compelled to act in a quarrel, and for intent 
not her own ; to take up arms againſt one of thoſe powers, in whoſ 
cauſe ſhe had profeſſed to feel the ſtrongeſt intereſt; and even 9 
menace with hoſtility another, againſt whom no cauſe of complain i 
pretended, except its honourable and faithful adherence to its er- 
gagements. | | 
nder theſe circumſtances, His Majeſty forbears to enumerate the 
ſeveral grounds of juſt complaint which he has had occaſion, un his pan, 
to prefer to the Court of Madrid, ſince the concluſion of the peace he. 
tween France and Spain; the many and groſs inſtances of unjuſt party. 
lity towards his enemies ; of undue protection afforded to their ſhips, 
and of injuries committed, and allowed to be committed, on thoſe of Hi 
Majeſty and his ſubjects. 
— of having acquitted himſelf to the world of any ſhare in ef. 
inating the preſent war, th finds in the maniteſt and unprovoked agicſ 
fon of the enemy, a ſuthcient cauſe for calling forth the reſources ot his 
kingdoms, and the ſpirit of his ſubjects ; and he commits to the Diving 
Providence the iſſue of a conteſt which it was to the laſt moment his eit. 


a ſpeedy and honourable termination, 


Mr. THELLUSSON ſtated, that he was out of town wha 
the order of the Houſe paſſed for taking into conſideration Mr, 
Tierney's petition againſt his election, as to-morrow ; and that 
however anxious he was for the Houſc to come to an early deciſion 
on the ſubject, he declared that he could not be prepared with 6 
early an anſwer to the allegations contained in that petition ; he 
wiſhed, therefore, the indulgence of the Houſe for a few day 
longer, and begged leave to move, “ That the order of the day 
for the Houſe going into a ballot on the Southwark election t. 
morrow, be diſcharged, and that the Houſe go into the ſaid ballot which 
on Friday next.” ceived 

Mr. WHITBREAD roſe to oppoſe what he conſidered as on BiiWweizh 
of the ſtrangeſt motions that ever had been made to the Houſe. Hut an 


reminded the Houſe of the whole courſe of the buſineſs. When Blink 
the petition was preſented, he announced his intention of making leſerye 
a general motion on the ſubje g. This, however, he deferred till Midi vie 
after the merits of the petition were decided, becauſe it was his viſe tfle 
that the Committee ſhould enter unprejudiced upon the inveliigs- BWW plac: 
tion of the cauſe. At the ſame time he ſtated, that as the decion Weſday 
was of more than ordinary importance, he was of opinion that Where | 
petition ſhould take precedence of others; accordingly it was us ur 
dered to be heard to-morrow, and to enſure the attendance t was 
Members, the Houſe was alſo ordered to be called over. NA lose, 
after theſe arrangements were made, what did Mr. Thelluſſon f the 
quire? That the ballot ſhould be deferred till Friday. He ay 
CY ultec 


vor 
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confident, however, that the Houſe would not agree to the motion 
when they conſidered the ſcrious inconvenience with which it would 
de attended to the witneſſes, who were already ſummoncd to ap- 
pear to-morrow, eud the chance there was if the call was diſpoſed 
of to-morrow, that they would not be able to make a Houſe before 
Chriſtmas. If the honourable gentleman perſiſted in preſſing his 
motion, he would certainly take the ſenſe of the Houſe upon it. 
Mr. PETER "T HEL LUSSON ſaid, his brother had neceſ- 
farily been out of town, which had prevented his being pre- 


ared. ' 
= "Mr GREY infifted vn the . inconvenience and expence to 
it. which the petitioner would be expoſed, if the meaſure of poſtpon- 
bn ing the petition was adopted. The witneſſes were many of them 
* out of town: for theſe ſummonſes had been iſſued, and thoſe ſum- 
zu monſes had been ſerved at conſiderable got. Now ſummonſes 


would be neceſſary: and if the trouble of ſerving thoſe ſummonſes 

was great at firſt, it would be much increaſed, by the circumſtances 
ben of the witneſſes being apprized that tifey were to be ſerved, and 
keeping out of the way. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T was not of the ſame opinion as Mr. 
Grey. The delay which was propoſed was not more than for 
about forty-eight hours: and with reſpe& to the argument which 
had been uſed, that a longer notice of Mr. Thelluſſon's wiſhes 
ſhould have been given, he thought it was impoſſible, a fortnight 
a2, to have foreſeen cauſes which might have rendered fo ſhort a 
Clay as that which was folicited neceſſary. As to the objection 
wich Mr. Whitbread had urged, that the petitioner had only re- 
ceived notice of the intended motion in the morning, that had no 
weight ; the order which it was moved to diſcharge was made with- 


e. He et any notice having been given to Mr. Thelluſſon; nor did he 
When ink what had been urged reſpecting the attendance of the witneſſes 


eſerred much attention. The Houſe was always willing to ſave 
ndividuals from unneceſſary trouble; but he ſuppoſed it to be of 
tle eonſequence to them, whether they came to that Houſe, from 
place 1:9 farther off than the borough of Southwark, on Wed- 
day or on Friday, Mr. Tierney's perſonal inconvenience, 
Were he was ſo much intereſted, could hardly be urged; and if it 
fas urged, it would hardly be conſidered as a ſufficient reaſon. 
© was not his wiſh, when an application for time was made to the 
uſe, to ſpeak to the merits of the caſe ; but he heard, that one 
It the points in the petition was a point of law, and turned upon 
n alledged diſqualification, ariſing out of the decifion of the Com- 
ſuttee on the former election. This he underſtood to be one of 
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the grounds of the petition, and it was on this account that it 
gained a priority. Now, if the peiition ſhould be heard on Tye. 
day, he knew not huw this would expedite the buſineſs, as the ny. 
tion was not intended to be made on the former report, unleſs jt 
could be ſuppoſed that the petition, thus complicated in law ang 
fad, would be decided beſote the receſs. If he had ever head 
a Caſe in which an application for time was reaſonable, it was the 


preſent. 
Ir. WIIITPKEA D explained, and ſaid, that if the mction 
F 


to delay was preſed, he ſhould certainly divide the Houſe. 
Mr. FOX thou: ght the fitting Member had had ſufficient time 
to gain information, and that it was unreaſonable to put it off, as 
the day had been fixed for trying it according to the direction of x 
poſitive law. Ke obſerved, on Mr. Thellufſon's not having dited 
notice given him of the petition, that the honourable gentle. 
man's own mind mull have told him that a petition would be pr. 
ſented. The Houſe had appointed an carly day; and after this 
was done, he thought they ſhould abide by it. It was not Mr, 
Tierney's perſonal inconvenicnce, or his coming to town, nor vas i 
the iſſuing of new ſummonſes, nor the ſervice of them, that ws 
alone to be conſidered ; but it delay was granted in the preſent in 
Kance, he knew not when it could be refuſed. The Members d 
the Houſe would ſuffer full as much inconvenience as the petitioner 
and his witnefles ; and though gentlemen were bound to do thei 
duty, that duty ſhould be rendered as light as poſſible ; and tht 
Judges had a clam to be accommodated as well as the parties 
If it was thonght proper to put off this Election Committee, mud 
difficulty —_ ariſe to many gentlemen cn whoſe vacation | 


would treſpaſs. From what the Houle had ſeen in the caſe d 


Morris, it was not certain that all the witnc!les from the Borough 
would attend. One material part of the pctition was, indeed, 1 
point of law, the conficuQion of an act of Parliament; it tie 
whole of tl:c pg n turned on this, tien indeed it n be more 
ſhortly dccided, and the delay might be admitted; but there vert 
other allegationg, and he tought bs cught to ck the earlieſt en 
for their being hear 

Mr. W. LUND; AS faid, that a dclay cs two days WY 
all that was ſought, and that the argument which was urged 38 a aint 
granting it, where it would be highly convenient, was the Wy 
two days pleaſure to ſome of the gentlemen who might form tt 
Committee. To the witneſſes it muſt certainly 5 indiſteret 
whether they came to the Houſe of Commons on Wedneſday ot ® 
Friday. Th: great danger which had been urged of the polliting 

7 


grant 
allow 


of not making a Houſe ſufficiently numerous on Friday did not ſtrike 
him ; for how eaſy was it to'adjourn the call to that day, and then 
they were juſt as ſure as on any other day. 

Mr. GREN VILLE was againſt adjourning the petition, He 
thought it militated againſt the ſpirit of that bill which bore his 
great anecſtor's name. 

The Houſe divided on the queſtion of poſtponing the conſide ra- 
tion of the petition to Friday. 

For the motion, 03 ; againſt it, 69.— Majority, 2 3. 

General FITZ PATRICK faid, that as the Houſe was to be 
engaged in the diſcuſſion of a queſtion of great public importance, 
he ſhould defer his motion relative to General La Fayette till 
Friday. 

Mr. Alderman COMBE ſaid, that he had received information 
that attempts had already been made within the city of London to 
levy the additional 5 per cent. and 10 per cent. on certain cuſtom 
duties before theſe taxes had in any ſhape obtained the approbation 
of the Houſe, and he withed to know whether any authority for this 
purzoſe had been given at the Treaſury ? 

r. ROSE faid, that certainly no ſuch authority had been 
givch. 

Mr. GREY ſaid, the meaſures now complained of had laſt vear 
been put in practice, and he himſelf had called the attention of the 
Houſe to it, eſpecially in the initance of the wine tax. Since the 
unjuſt and oppreſſive ſyſtem of impoſing retroſpective taxes had 
been introduced, a more violent ſtretch of power had never been at- 
tempted, and which, if permitted, directly went to deſtroy the pri- 
vlezes of the Houſe. 

Mr. ROS: declared, that it was not intended that either the 
For 10 per cent. additional duties ſhould take place till the acts 
patictl, Information that ſuch duties would take place had, in- 
ceed, been communicated to the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms and 
Exciſe, who were left to purſue their meaſures accordingly ; but 
her had received no orders to the effect mentioned from. the Lords: 
6 tne Treaſury. 


Mr. GREY faid, that the ſame aſſertion had lat year bcen 
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15 12 Bi brought forward, although the caſe had actually been as he ſtated to 
a1 BN the Houſe, 

bb Mr. Grey then ſaid, that, as the ſubject of advance to the Em- 
cm ti peror would ſoon be the object of diſcuſſion, he withed to know 
ieren ir any intereſt had yet been paid upon the, loan which had been 
y 1 granted to the Emperor. The intereſt for the firſt year had been 
N 


alowed when the loan itſelf was given; but there was no informa- 
1 6 
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tion yet in the poſſeſſion of the Houſe with regard to the paymey 
of intereſt for the ſubſequent Avg 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that the honourable genilem 
might move, that an account toe be laid before the Houſe upon 
the ſubject concerning which he aſked information. 

Mr. GREY then moved, * That there be laid before the 
Houſe, an account of the ſums received in payment of the inter} 
on the Imperial loan, and the manner in which it had been n. 


ceived.” Ordered. th 
Mr. W. SMITH faid, that laſt year he had moved for an 2d. we! 

dreſs to His Majeſty, for certain papers, which had not yet ben 0 

laid before the Houſe ; he ſhould therefore move, That an hun; 

ble addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty, praying that he would gr to 

ciouſly be pleaſed to give orders for laying baſis the Houſe copics C0! 

of the different acts for the regulation of ſlaves, which had bc rea 


tranſmitted from the colonies, for the approbation of His Majelty 
ſince the year 1788,” Agreed to. 


bake. 


Turſday, 13th December. 


Mr: Alderman COMBE repeated the aſſertion he made yeſtr- 
day, reſpecting the colleQing of the new dutics of 5 and 10 per 
cent. upon the cuſtoms. He was authorized, he ſaid, to repeat it 
and was enabled to inſiſt on the truth of it, by the very accurate 
information which he had received on the ſubject; and he could 
aflure the Houſe, that thoſe duties were collected both on Saturday 
hit and yeſterday. . : 

Mr. ROSE was poſitive that no orders had as yet been iſſued at 
the Cuftom-houſe for the collection of the duties alluded to. 
A public notice had indeed been given by letter to the Officers d 
the Longroom, ſtating the articles on which the duties were t9 ts 


nor 
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raiſed, and when and in what manner ſuch regulations were to at- 8 
tach. Mr. Roſe read the letter, from which it appeared that m = L 
order was implied for collecting ſuch duties till after the acts for 0 
raifing them ſhould have been paſſed into law. The Commit uh 
ſioners of the Cuſtoms had been aſked, whether the duties of 5 and F 
I © per cent. ſhould be collected immediately? To which an an. non 
ſwer was given in the negative; and he was warranted in fayiny, gentle 
that in one caſe only had this duty been taken, and then it was di- 1 
gered to be reſtored to the party concerned. V 

Mr. WHITBREAD ſaid, he was deficous to be informed wit Houſ. 
the Spaniſh declaration of war was ſigned, and when it was k. wards 


ceived? and alſo what was the date 0 His Majeſty's anſwer to i! för 17 
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which he was ſurpriſed had not been communicated to the Houſe at 
an C carlier deriod. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that lie could not RY inform 
then nourable gentleman what was the date of the declaration of 
war of the Court of Madrid, nor could he have laid that declaration 
before the Houſe, until he had reccived an official communication 
of it. 

Mr. WHITBREAD then moved, © That there be laid before 
the Houſe the date of the i declaration of war, the date 
when it was received, and alſo the date of the anſwer to it.“ 
Ordered. 

Mr. GREY ſaid, that His Imperial Majeſty was not only bound 
to pay the intereſt of the ſums he had already received from this 
country, but he was alſo to be punctual in paying certain ſums 
rearly, about ſixty tnoufand pounds ſterling, towards forming a 
fnking fund tor the extinction of the capital. It was his wiſh, 
ee, to be informed if the Emperor had punctually fulfilled 
theſe engagements, and particularly if he had remitted any ſums for 
the extinction of the debt. 


cſter- 
pet 
at it, 
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could 
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mode by which this information could be accurately obtained. The 
fnking fund to be formed by His Imperial Majeſty, was a tranfac- 
ton, of which no public board in this country took any cognizance, 
nor from which conſequently any light could be derived reſpecting 
the execution of that engagement. The intereſt paid on the loan, 
aud whatever ſums may be paid towards the extinction of the prin- 
cipal, were to be accounted for by an agent of His Imperial Ma- 
jelly, from whom only this information could be procured ; and he 
would have an application made to him, in order to obtain tis 
knowledge. 

Mr. GREY contended, that the Houſe ought to be vigilant in 
watching the execution of theſe engagements ; and that they ſhould 
as anxtoufly inquire into what ſums had been remittea by the Em- 
peror, as well as into what ſums had been paid him by the Engliſh 
ntvn on the loan of 1795. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, he could give no explicit informa- 
tion on this particular ; all that could be afforded, the honourable 
gentleman would be furniſhed with by means of the former order, 
Without making any new motion to that effect. 

Mr. GREY then moved, That an account be laid before the 
Houſe of what ſums had been remitted by His Imperial Majeſty to- 
wards the diſcharge of the principal of the debt incurred by the loan 
of 1795.” Ordered. 
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Mr. FOX moved for an account of the ſums remitted 9 
Colonel Craufurd, and the bills drawn by him, with their reſpce. 
tive dates. 

Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY moved for an account of tie 
dates of tlie bills remitted for the uſe of the Emperor. Agreed to 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS moved the order of the day on His 
Majeliy's metlage, announcing the declaration of war on the pm 
of Spain. 

The order of the day being read, 

Mr. Secretary DUN DAS ſaid, that by His Majeſty's command 
he had laid before the Houſe the declaration of war by the Court 
of Madrid, and an anſwer on the part of this Government to the 
allegations contained in that declaration. Under thoſe circum- 
ſtances the Houſe mult perceive the neceſſity and propricty d 
affording the moſt vigorous ſupport to the Executive Government; 
and he conceived that it was nceeſſary for him to add nothing far- 
ther to procure the unanimous ſupport of the Houſe to the aderch 
which he had now to propoſe. If any additional information was 
wanted on the ſubject, there would be ample occaſion in future t. 
propoſe any inquiries for that purpoſe, and it would then reft with 
the diſcretion of the Houſe to decide, whether it was fit that ſuch 
information ſhould be granted; but at preſent he conceived that he 
ſhovld meet with no oppoſition to the motion : 

« That an humble addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty, to re- 
turn His Majeſty the thanks of this Houſe for his moſt gracious 
commun cation: 

« To expreſs to His Majeſty the concern which this House 
feels, in common with His Majeſty, at finding that His Majeſty 
endcavours to preſerve peace with Spain, and to adjuſt all matters in 
diſcuſſion with that country, by an amicable negotiation, have been 
rendered ineffectual by an abrupt and unprovoked dcelaration d 
war on the part of the Catholic King : 

« To aſſure His Majeſty, that, while we cannot but coneut 
with him, ia lamenting that ſuch an addition ſhould be made to 
the calamities of war, already extending over ſo great a part a 
Furape, we ſhare at the ſame time in the ſatisfaction which Hs 
Majeſty feels in reflecting, that nothing has been omitted on his 
part, which could contribute to the maintenance of peace, 
grounds conſiſtent with the honour of his crown, and the intereſts 
his domimons : 

And humbly to entreat His Majeſty, to place the moſt entif 
reliance upon the ſupport of his faithful Commons on ſo importal 
an ocealion, and to be perſuaded that no exertion ſhall be want 
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on our part, which can, under the protection of Divine Providence, 


5 enable His Majeſty effectually to repel this unprovoked aggreſſion, 
and to afford, to all Europe, an additional proof of the ſpirit and 
the reſources of the Britiſh nation.” 
5 Mr. FOX. I riſe for one to expreſs my perfect concurrence in 
Hi. the ſentiments of the preſent addreſs. Ar the ſame time I cannot 
par but conſider the event to which it alludes, a war with Spain, as a 
ſerious addition to the calamities of this country, and as aftording a 
new ſource of regret, amidit the many diſaſters which we have been 
and all:d to deplore in the courſe of the preſent conteſt. And at this 
ourt moment I cannot help thinking, how very ill Miniſters have cal- 
\ the eulated with reſpect to the conſequences of the conteſt, "The very 
um. gentleman, who has now ſtood forward to ſuggeſt to you the pro- 
v of priety and neceſſity of agreeing to the preſent addreſs, at the con- 
ent; mencement of the war, and in order to induce the Houſe to embark 
far- in the meaſures which were then adopted by Adminiftration, aſſerted 
reh that we were in a ſituation in wich we had only to encounter the 
wa eppoſition of France, and in which we might expect for the concur- 
re 1 rence of almoſt the whole of Europe. Iliis, among others, is a 
wih firiking proof of the blindneſs of thoſe counſels by which we were 
ſuch led into the preſent war. There are fome parts of this addrefs 
lat he vhich meet with my warmeſt approbation ; we are told that every 
thing has been done to avoid the calamity of war. Can Miniſters 
o re- i the ſame thing with reſpect to the war undertaken againſt France? 
FOES | hope that this ſentiment will be adopted in every future addreſs 
on the ſubject of war, and that every poſſible ſtep will be adopted, 
Jouſe in order to preſerve tranquillity, before Miniiters have recourſe to 
jep; be deſperate meaſure of plunging the country into all the evils of 
ers in boſtility. It is ſuch a conduct alone which can render any war juſt, 
been politie and neceſſary. 1 have only to add, that, though, perhaps, 
ion of te declaration of war on the part of Spain could not have been com- 
municated fooner, I think that the Houſe have ſcarcely been treated 
one vich proper reſpect, as they have had no intimation of the meaſures 
ade Which might have led Miniſters to expect ſuch a declaration. I 
art of cbeerfully give my vote to the preſent addreſs, on the ſuppoſition, 
His Bt the aſſertion, with reſpect to every ſtep having been taken to 
on his vert hoſtility, is ſtrictly true; at the ſame time, notwithſtanding 
ce, 0 e ſanguine language talked out of doors, I cannot but conſider 2 
reſts of r with Spain as a great addition to the calamities of the country. 
The queſtion on the addreſs was then put, and carried nem. con. 
t entir Mr. Chanecllor PITT faid, that he had to bring forward a bill, 
portalt e object of which was in every point of vic ſo eligible, that ex- 
antind rt ſome expreſs objection was ſtarted, he ſhould, without farther 
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preface, introduee it to the attention of the Houſe. He ther 
moved, © That leave be given to bring in a bill for the mot 
ſpeedily paying navy, tranſport, and victualling bills.” 

Mr. FOX did not underſtand preciſely what was the limitation 
of their currency, but it appeared in general that the time of py. 
ment would take place within three months from their date. No 
if that were to be the caſe, he ſuppoſed the right honourable gentle. 
man would take care to be provided at the time when they ſhoulf 
fall due, by the regular ſupplies or votes of credit. But if a long 
receſs of Parliament enſued, or there -hould be any error in the 
amount of the proviſion for their payment, he feared that Goren. 
ment would riſque ſome inconvenience by this meaſure, in not hay. 
ing any fund to defray the bills when they became due; and there- 

fore he ſuggeſted: this opinion to the Houſe, that he might know by 
what means this inconvenience was to be avoided. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, it would be a proper period to make 
theſe comments when the bill came to be diſcufſed. A currency of 
three months only appeared to him at preſent to be the beſt mode 
of ſupporting public credit, and affording relief to individuals, inaf- 
much as the payment would be nearly equivalent to ready money, 
In regard to navy bills, fix months might elapſe before they would 
be paid, although they would be floating no longer than three 
months in the market, and in regard to the other obſervations of 
the right honourable gentleman, if great and unforeſcen neceſſitie 
ſhould ariſe, it might be prudent to extend the time of payment. 

Mr. FOX faid, it he underſtood tlie right honourable gentleman 
rightly, iz months might elapſe before navy bills became due after 
the time of their being iſſued, although they would not be more 

than three months in the market. In that caſe, he truſted, fon 

. ſecurity for the payment was to be given to the perfon to whom 

Aifey ſhould be delivered. In regard to the oceaſional tent df 
entrency, in great and unforeſeen expences, he was app-clienfi 
great” objections would arife, ſince the bill in that caſe woi!d oft 
deſtroy the evil for which it was intended; but, whilft it created 
new inconvenicnees; would tolerate the old ones, in ſuffering the tits 
to accumulate a heavy rate of intereſt and diſcount,” by running v 
the fame extent as formerly. | | 

Leave was given to bring in the bill; and the Chancellor d 
tue Exchequer, the Lords of the Treaſury, Mr. Roſe, and Mt 
Long, were defired to prepare and bring in the fame. 

The SECRETARY AT WAR ſaid, that laſt night a learned 
k gentleman had complained warmly of the improper intervention > 
2 party of the military at Northampton. As he at that time kne 


* 
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nothing of the cixcumitance, he could ſay nothing upon the ſubject. 
He had alluded to a ſimilar complaint which had laſt year been 
made by a noble Lord, when after an inveſtigation of the particu- 
Jars, it appeared, that an application had been made by a Magiſtrate 
for the interference of the troops; that thanks had been returned to 
the War Office for their attention to the requeſt, and to the troops 
ſor their ſcaſonable aſſiſtance on the occaſion. In the preſent in- 
ance he had found that an application had been made from the 
ord Lieutenant of the county to the Sceretary of State for the 
alliſtanee of a military force, as conſiderable apprehenſion was enter- 
hined with reſpect to the probability of ſome diſturbance. This 
application had in the uſual way been tranſmitted to the War Office, 
nd the neceſſary ſteps of conſequence were taken to comply with 
e requeſt, He believed, however, that there was a gentleman 
reſent much better qualified to ſpeak to the circumſtances and re- 
ult of the whole tranſaction. | 5 

Mr. POWYS ſaid, that if blame attached any where on this 
xccaſien, it was not to his right honourable friend, or to the War 
Office, but to the Lord Lieutenant and the Magiſtracy of the county 
pf Northampton. The troops were ſent in conſequence of an ap- 
plication from the Lord Lieutenant, Deputy Lieutenants, and Ma- 
nltrates of the county, ſtating, that tumultuous proceedings had 
ken place in that quarter, and that the civil power was not ſuffi- 
lent for the preſervation of the peace. The commander of this 
g1ment of cavalry, who was a Member of that Houſe, offered to 
ie whatever ſteps the Magiſtrates might think the moſt effectual 
d preſerve the tranquillity of the county. 
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moe At the meeting before mentioned, the Commanding Officer was 
, ſonic eüred to apply to the War Office for leave to diſtribute the force 
hom nder his command in ſuch a manner as the Magiſtrates might 
tent df ink proper. Leave was accordingly applied for, and granted. 
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It a mecting of the Magiſtrates afterwards, they took upon them 
lves to make ſuch arrangements as ſeemed to them neeeſſary. 
? could ſay nothing about the behaviour of theſe troops at that 
me, for he was not preſent ; but if they had miſconducted them- 
hes, it would have come to his ears, and it would form a very 
ung contraſt to the general behaviour of theſe troops, for which 
& were entitled to the thanks of the county. TE 
Mr. JEKYLL ſaid, that notwithſtanding the ſtile in which the 
<retary of War had laſt night thought proper to treat the ſubject 
ſtich he had then brought forward, and which, without much 
arſeneſs of language, he'conceived himſelf entitled to fay rather 
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it, however, as a matter of ſufficient conſequence to be again bro um 
forward. What he had laſt night ſtated, reſted on the authoriy g 
a letter of the utmoſt publicity, and which had hitherto remaing 
uncontradicted. The letter mentioned, that the appellants had, h 
breach of the law, been obſtructed by the military, while Proceeding 
to exerciſe their right of appeal; and that Mr. Wodhall felt ſo jr. 
dignant at this outrage that he had reſigned his office of Dep de 
Lieutenant. The Magiftrates in one diſtrict had ſurely na right» Ml 
call out the military to control the proceedings of a different dl. 
trict; nor were any body of Magiſtrates, with a Lord L.ieutenan 
at their hcad, juſtified in bringing forward a military force to dragon * 
the people, for he could find no other phraſe for ſuch conduct. M. 
had often heard of a vigour beyond the law; and now it ſeemei 
that the period was arrived when this beautiful theory was reduce 
to practice. | | 
Mr. POWYS faid, the learned gentleman was miſtaken in fp 
poſing that this meaſure was undertaken by the Magiſtrates of th 
other diſtricts, without the concurrence of thoſe belonging to thi 
particular diſtri. The meeting conſiſted of the Lord Lieutenan, 
Deputy Lieutenant, and Magiſtrates of the whole county ; andi 
was upon the repreſentation of a Magiftrate of this very difirid, tht 
this application had been made; for he ſtated, that there wer 
ſymptoms of tumult in that diſtrict and the neighbourhood. The 
learned gentleman thought he had diſcharged his duty in bring 
forward this bufineſs ; but he had only diſcharged it in part; fr K 
if he ſtill thought there was any grounds for compiaifit, iz flioul b 
bring it forward in a diftin& motion, and call for the neceſlay 
proofs. | 
Sir WILLIAM DOLBEN rofe to confirm the ſtatemet 
made by the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt. This app 
cation was made at the deſire of a general meeting. It was there 
fore a moſt unjuſt accuſation to ſay, that they were ſent to drag 
the people. He thought the force of the country could not K 
better employed, than in aſſiſting the civil power, when it was t 
ſiſted by thoſe ſeditious ſpirits who wiſhed to dragoon their better T 
but he hoped they were now ſilent for ever. * 
Lord WILLIAM RUSSELL ſaid, he conceived the exp 
nation which had been given, was not at all to the purpoſe. 
was ſaid, that the Magiſtrates had applied that theſe troops might i... 
ſent; but did it appear that there was any tumult ? Nothing 
the kind was ſtated; and the Magiſtrates of that diſtrict declant 
they had not ſent for them. He regarded the preſent as ole 
"thoſe inſtances in which tho interference of the military had be 
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unrarrantably employed. He conſidered every ſuch inſtance as 
pregnant with alarm at a moment like the preſent, when there 
ſtemed to be an intention to ſubvert the eſtabliſhed principles of 
the Conſtitution, and to introduce in their ſtead a military go- 
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d, in WF nment. He then adverted to the buſineſs at Odiham, which 

edi had been introduced on a former occafion by a relation of his, who, 

ſo he faid, would not have introduced a charge, unleſs there was ſome 

put Pundation for it. | 

ry Colonel VILLIERS requeſted the indulgence of the Houſe for 
U 
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xcafion, but he received very authentic information, that if the 
troops had not been ſent that day, the Magiſtrates would not have 
een able to tranſact any buſineſs. The very able and experienced 
offer who commanded the detachment ſent upon that occaſion, 
had told him, that a conſiderable mob, who were coming to the 
pot armed, had retired when they underſtood that there was a force 
n readineſs to quell any diſburbance that might be attempted. 

Mr. FOX aid, that it appeared that every fact advanced by his 
earned friend, has been correctly ſtated. It might be proper that 
ere ſhould be troops in readineſs to be called out ; but they ſurely 
dught not to have proceeded to act, except their aſſiſtance was ex- 
refsly required by the civil power. It was a moſt ſtrange circum- 
ance, that the Magiſtrates in one diſtrict ſhould ſend a military 
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he Houſe to be much indebted to his learned friend for having 
jrought forward the ſubject, particularly at a period when ſo much 
lacrity was ſhown in having recourſe to this preventive expedient of 
nioging forward a military force on every occaſion, 
Mr. POWYS ſaid, he would take upon himſelf to aſſert, that a 
entleman belonging to that diſtrict had declared that there were 
'mptoms of tumult in that part, and in conſequence of that repre- 
ntation the application was made. | 
Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, there was no motion regularly be- 
re the Houſe; but ſo much having been ſaid upon the ſubject, he 
ould, he truſted, be excuſed for adding a few words. He begged 
e Houſe to look at the queſtion as it then ſtood, and compare it 
th the manner in which it was originally introduced. The Houſe 
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wy | old by the learned gentleman, that he brought forward this 
ao u lneſs as a complaint againſt the War Office, for having ſent 
2 (eſe troops without any ground whatever, or any application hav- 


g been made for that purpoſe ; it now turned out, that the ſteps 
ken by the War Office were in conſequence of the application of 


"2 | 


a few moments. He faid, he was not with the troops upon this 


bree to wait upon Magiſtrates in another diſtrict. He conceived 
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collected Magiſtracy of the county. But the learned pentleny 
had declared himfelf unable to find any other words deſeripticeg 
the tranſaQion, as it now ſtood, but that of “ dragooning the people! 
If the learned gentleman wanted an apotogy for ufing words wid 
conveyed an idea the very reverſe of the facts as they now appearg, 
the only one he could refort to with” any propriety was, fh 
&« he could not find any other words,” for otherwife the How 
would never be able to account for his uſing the expreſlia, 
« dragooning the people!“ in a cafe where it turned out that tl 
troops were ſent at the requeſt, and to be under the direction of t 
Magiſtrates to enforce the law of the country. A noble Lord wy 
had ſpoken upon this ſubject, had declared, that troops emplonel 
by the civil power for the preſervation of the peace, afforded tin 
no other idea but that of an attempt to ſubvert the principles of it 
Conſtitution by introducing a military government. He faid, | 
would not attempt to reply to them; he could only ſay, tix 
he felt conſiderable regret that he was not able to enrich the languy: 
of the one, or the ideas of the other; with this obſer vation |: 
ſhould paſs to the next charge, which was now transferred fron 
the War Office to the Magiſtrates of the county that which w 


originally meant as a complaint againſt Miniſters, was now en. 


verted into an aſſertion, that the Magiſtrates ouglit not to call in ti 
aſſiſtance of the military to enable tliem to execute the deerees of il 
Tegiſlature. The next charge was, that the zeal of the Offiz 
who had the command of the troops, had fully co-operated vi 
the civil power; ſo that not only the conduct but the Jiftributin 
of the ſoldiery had been directed by the Magiſtrates ; and arrany: 
ments taken in order to render it unneceſſary for the troops to ł 
employed, was termed “' dragooning the people.” As to the troy 
being ſent to that part, it appeared 'that the application not on) 


came from the whole county, but that it was made upon the tt 


preſentation of a gentleman belonging to that very diſtrict. Tit 
Houſe were informed by the Commanding Officer, that theſe + 
pellants who were prevented from coming up, were an armed wi 
aſſembled for the purpoſe of interrupting the proceedings 
was a faithful ſtate of the tranſaction, and he left it to the Houſe 
determine whether it deſerved ſuch language as had been applied“ 
it. If gentlemen were not ſatisfied, he could only wiſh they wo 
fix a day for going more minutely into the buſineſs. 

Mr. GREY contended, that the right honourable gentſem 
had by no means given a faithful aceount of this bofinefs ; but h 
indulged himſelf rather in ſarcaſms than in facts. He had no oda 


authority upon this ſubject than the letter of Mr. Wodhall, whis 
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he contended, was not contradicted. That letter ſtated, that the 

Magiſtrates were interrupted in the execution of their duty by theſe 

troops, who had not been ſent for by them; and that they would 
not ſuffer the appellants to come up. He would not now confider 

whether the War Office was to blame or not ; but certainly the 
troops had acted in an unconſtitutional manner, for the conſtables 

ated, that the ſoldiers would not permit the appellants to paſs. He 

could not conceive how the right honourable gentleman could call 

the appellants an armed mod, or confound them with a tumultuous 
aſſemblage, if there was any mob at all. He was, upon the whole, 

of opinion, that this was a moſt unconſtitutional meaſure, and he 
thought that the honourable gentleman who brovght it forward was 

intitled to the thanks of the Houſe. | 

Colonel VILLIERS ſaid, he was very well informed that a 
large mob was marching to that place, and would have proceeded 
if they had not ſeen the military; and the conftables declared that 
they would not have been able to preſerve peace if it had not been 
for the troops. He did not mean to throw any aſperſion upon 
Mr. Wodhall ; but it appcared to him, that his letter contained a 
very imperfe& account of the tranſaction. As far as he perſonally 
was concerned, the only part he wiſhed to take was, to a& under 
the authority of the Magiſtrates, and to make a temperate uſe of the 
military power. 

After ſome deſultory converſation, a member called to order, 
as there was no queſtion before the Houſe, an! *iſcullion was 
luffered to drop. | 

Mr. Chancellor PITT moved for leave to bring in a bill to 
explain and amend an act, that had paſſed in the preſent ſeſſion, 
for the purpoſe of augmenting the militia. | 

Mr. FOX ſaid he ſhould move an amendment, that, inſtead of 
explain and amend,” ſhould be inſerted the word “ repeal.” 
He conceived the bill to be ſo objectionable, that he had no diffi- 
eulty in ſaying it would he waſting the time of the Houſe to enter 
into detail upon the ſubject. Ile appealed to the Houſe whether, 
after what they had heard of what had taken place in Northamp- 
tonſhire, and various other places, they were not convinced it was 
a meaſure which had excited a general diſcontent in the country? if 
lo, he thought that, by continuing ſuch a bill, we ſhould do ſome- 
thing more calculated to favour than to defeat the deſigns of our 
enemies, the bill being, as he apprehended it to be, generally diſ- 
liked, eſpecially among the lower claſſes of the people. However 
laudible the intention of officers might be, it could not be put in 
execution without very great inconvenience, and the advantages of- 
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Dec.! 
it at beſt would be very trifling. He, therefore, without enlam. . 
ing on the matter, moved, That, inſtead of the words explain e | 
and amend,” be inferted the word * repeal.” He ſhould no, ot 
however, take the ſenſe of the Houſe upon his motion, unl:y * . 
ſome other gentleman ſhould require it. = 
Mr. M. A. TAYLOR ſeconded the amendment. 0 2g 
Mr. JOLIFFE ſaid, that he roſe to expreſs his approbation of . 
the amendment which had been moved. He was convinced tha, = 
in caſe of any invaſion being attempted in the country, every per. = 
fon would, without compulſion, be ready to take arms in its defence, 3 
The prefent meaſure had occafioned no ſmall di ſſatisfaction in the n 
country, and to excite ſuch a diſpoſition in the people would certainly 3 
tend to defeat the object of internal ſecurity. He did not wiſh = p 
that Miniſters ſhould be rendered unpopular ; and if they were ee 
anxious to avoid this conſequence, they would, for their own ſakes, EY 
look fo the ſtate of the country, and conſider the effects which the 3 
meaſure might produce by counteracting the delign for which it was = 
intended. | = 
Mr. Secretary DUNDAS ſaid, that he could ſcarcely believe - 1 
that the right honourable gentleman ſeriouſly imagined that the pt 
arguments he had uſed would induce the Houſe to reject the mes. 3 
ſure which it was propoſed to adopt; and he ſhould not have er 
troubled the Houſe with any obſervations upon the bill, if he had 3 
nat heard ſome things which ſell from another honourable member, he - 
and which ſeemed to be offered ſo ſeriouſſy and forcibly, that he hg 
thought himſelf bound to ſay a few words in reply. 3 — 
The principal grounds of oppoſition which had been taken to thi 3 
bill, were the diſſatisfaction and diſcontents it was ſuppoſcd to ex ee 
eite in the conntry. He would beg leave, however, to remind the np 
Houſe, and - rticularly thoſe gentlemen who were too young v 07M 
recolle the fact, that when the plan of a Militia was tirſt ſug- Her 
geſted, which ſince, in the opinion of all, was admitted to be our Miniſter 
true Conftitutional defence, and the beſt guardian of our ſccuntt, Mr.] 
it had encountered an oppoſition more general and 8 . 
more reſolute and determined, than any which had been aut th © 
upon the preſent occaton. This much, however, he would ” . ane 
to ſay, that if any mcaſure was found by the Legiſlature to : of Franc 
ceſſary for the welfare of the country, it ought not to by oY b "Ja 
merely becauſe thoſe tor whoſe good it was intended, di 0 . 8 
ceive its advantagꝰs, or reſiſted its. operation. For his own pit ovpht nc 


he conſidered that-it would moſt highly conduce to the nou , 
the country, if meaſures of defence were put upon a larger ſea p | 
and if all men throughout the kingdom taught themſelvgs the 


- 


of arms, that when any danger rendered the exertion neceffary, they 
might be able, as well as willing, to contribute their aſſiſtance. 
He thought that to-day he might congratulate gentlemen upon the 
other fide on having got up their ſpirits. At preſent they ſeemed 
jo be perfectly free from the apprehenſion of danger. He hoped, 
however, they would not be lions one day and hares the next. He 
hoped they would act with ſome conſiſtency in their cries of alarm 
and their aſſertions of ſecurity. One day they expatiated upon the 
danger with which the country in certain circumſtances might be 
threatened. When Holland was likely to be over-run by the vie- 
torious arms of France, it was ſaid upo.1 the other fide that the dan- 
ger which was apprehended from this event was a mere bug-bear, 
while again they repreſented the circumſtances after it had aQually 
oceurred, as of ſo much importance as to threaten the ſafety of this 
country, If the poſſeſſion of Holland by the French could juf- 
tify the apprehenſion of danger, there was fiill ground of alarm. 
Some months ago, when the armies of our allies were flying before 
the victorious armies of France, apprehenſions were entertained 
that if the enemy ſucceeded in ſubduing the force of Auſtria, an 
attempt of invaſion would be made. In conſequence of the ſuc- 


who did not believe that when the French had ſucceeded in hum- 
bling the Houſe of Auſtria, they entertained ideas of employing 
the forces which they would then have at their diſpoſal in a deſcent 
upon this country, He appcaled to the Houſe whether this diſ- 
poſition had not been announced. It ſtill was his ſolemn con- 
vidion that ſuch a deſign was in agitation; and he ſhould ſay, that 
he was a bold man that in the event to which he alluded would 
maintain, that the attempt of a deſcent would not have been made 
on Great Britain or Ireland. 

[Here Mr. M. A. Taylor whiſpered, that it was in Ireland that 
Miniſters apprehended the danger of invaſion.] | 

Mr. Dundas continued, that Miniſters had, indeed, apprehended 
danger of an invaſion upon Ireland; but they had apprehended it 
in this eountry alſo. Still there was reaſon to believe that the ſeheme 
Vas not abandoned. He knew for certain, that at preſent the ports 
of France were full of boats, and that troops were in readineſs for 
ſuch an attempt. In circumſtances like theſe, would it be faid, 
that we ought not to prepare againſt the undertaking ; that we 
ought not to take meaſures for the public ſafety ? He could not 


by which the ſecurity of the country was to be promoted at ſuch a 
Falical period as the preſent. While a negociation was pending, 
I 
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ces which attended for a time their operations, there was no man 


but be aſtoniſhed too, that any objection ſhould be made to meaſures | 
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by which His Majeſty's Miniſters were pledged to exert every efſyy 
far the reſtoration of peace, did the right honourable gentleman 
mean to tell the enemy that we were not prepared for our interny 
defence, and invite them to an attack, by the diſplay of our de. 
fencelels ſituation? To add weight, therefore, to the negociations 
for peace, we ought, by our financial arrangements, by the form. 
dable ſtate of our military and naval power, and by our exertions 
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for internal defence, to ſhew that, if the enemy refuſed to accede _ 
to fair and honourable terms, we were prepared to reſiſt any en. . 
terpriſe they might undertake? and to annoy them in every quarter yy 
of the world, It was extraordinary too, that, when a new enemy 4 ; 
was this night announced, when we were called upon to provide 3 
for this new emergency, the firſt fruits of the promiſed ſuppon 3 
were propoſitions on the part of the right honourable gentleman tg 4 kim 
render our means of ſecurity leſs than when that enemy did rot K* 
exiſt, His firm opinion was, that this country ought never to be For his 
at war without adopting that ſyſtematic plan of inereaſing our os 
ſtrength which would at once render us formidable abroad and fe. 3 
cure at home. This alone could enable us to act with vigour, and bs th 
to diſplay our reſources with effect; this alone would enable us ty 3 
proſecute war with ſucceſs, and compel the enemy to agree ty 3 
honourable conditions of peace. them fre 
Mr. WALPOLE aſked, If it was meant to introduce any EY 
Clauſe to grant exceptions to thoſe diſtricts where a certain number b. 3 
of perſons had voluntarily come forward ? dingerot 
© Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, every attention ſhould be paid 9 = 
that point; but, to give any exception to a particular diſtrict would * 1 
operate in favour of thoſe who had not acted in this manner. n 
Mr. M. A. TAT LO R ſaid, that he now roſe to aſſign his r. 3 
ſons for ſeconding the amendment of his honourable friend, and "Os 
the grounds of his oppoſition to the preſent meaſure, He vod * ” 
ſay, that he did not think that an invaſion of this country ws they cout 
likely. He was convinced that Miniſters themſelves did not col 8 
ſider it to be probable. He had converſed with ſeveral intelliga haraffin 
naval and military officers upon the ſubject, and he had been i. W * 
formed that it would be difficult to land 5000 men ; and wal Ho cons 
likely that the .French, acquainted with the diſpoſitions of the pe pency, tc 
ple of the country, and with the military reſources which tif Houſe * 
poſſeſſed, would facrifice ſo many men upon ſoabſurd an enterprik ſuch burd 
He ſupported the amendment of his right honourable friend, bcca which th; 
he conceived the meaſure calculated to defeat the object. of deſem efficient. 
When the right honourable gentleman (Mr Pitt) came forward # Nay, it 1 
he ſo frequentiy did, to amend his bills, he would tell him, up Minifters 


Vor, 
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the preſent occaſion, that the beſt mode of ſecuring the country from 
invaſion, was to conciliate the minds of the people. He himſelf 
had ſeen the diſcontents which the bills had excited. The inha- 
bitants of the populous place of the country where he reſided were 
particularly averſe to the meaſure ; and when they were told that 
they might fine or procure ſubſtitutes, they declared they would do 
neither. It was attended with very oppreſſive conſequences to the 
farmer, for after liſts had been given in, their ſervants removed 
from one place of the country to another, to avoid being drawn, 
and ſubjected their maſters to great inconveniences. It was a 
ſevere burden upon the middling elaſſes, who found it no trifling 
matter to procure ſubſtitutes. The right honourable gentleman 
Mr. Dundas) might laugh, but it was certainly of little moment 
to him, for he had places enow to enable him to pay the expences, 
and he might not be diſpoſed to conſider the fituation of others. 
For his part he was not like the honourable gentleman (Mr. Joliffe), 
for he wiſhed to alienate the minds of the people from Miniſters, 
becauſe the meaſures they purſued tended to alienate the people 
from the Government. He wiſhed to live and die peaceably, and 
he was ſorry when he ſaw any meaſures taken by Miniſters that 
could contribute to unſettle the minds of the people, and alienate 
them from His Majeſty. The right honourable gentleman ſaid 
now, that it was proper that all the people in the country ſhould 
be armed, though formerly he had ſtated that there were many 
dangerous and di ſaffected perſons whom it would be imprudent to 
arm. For his own part, he had no ſuch views with reſpe& to 
the neceſſity of the period, and he decidedly diſapproved of the 
meaſure propoſed to be adopted. 

General TARLTON aid, that the ſituation of the country was 
now very different from what it was ſome months ago. The re- 
verſes of the French had deranged every plan of invaſion which 
they could have entertained. The real mode of ſecuring the country 
was to render the people contented, happy, and free, inſtead of 
taraſſing them with unneceſſary burdens. No deſign was now en- 
terained by the enemy; their forces were removed from the coaſt. 
He conſidered the preſent meaſure as calculated, in caſe of emer- 
geney, to produce confuſion without adding to our ſtrength. The 
Houſe ought to be cautious of entertaining a bill which impoſed 
luch burdens. It was dangerous to inveſt Miniſters with the power 
which this force would confer. In its preſent thape, though in- 
effeient, yet it might be rendered efficient by an act of Parliament. 
Nay, it might be done now-a-days without an act of Parliament 
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the bill a ſtanding force without any object of neceſſity or advantage, 
It was part of a ſyſtem introduced into this country by Miniſters 
to increaſe the power of the Crown ; and along with the meaſure; 
| which they had employed to connect the army more intimately 
with the exeeutive power, inſtead of maintaining their dependence 
on the Houſe, formed another ſtep towards a military government; 
by arming one ſixth part of the community, Minifters wiſhed to 
convert them into engines of robbing the remainder. 

Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY faid, that he did not agree with 
thoſe who repreſented this bill as a vexatious meaſure. The only 
thing that he had to diſapprove of was, that this meaſure was not {9 
extenſive as, in his opinion, it ought to be. He believed, if this 
bill was generally underſtood not to require the taking of men to 
a great diſtance from their homes, there would be little or no q- 
poſition to it any where. But the idea of taking men to a great 
diſtance from the places of their uſual labour might occaſion ſome 
diſcontent. This meaſure, in its nature, reſembled, in ſome de- 
oree, the eſtabliſhment of the militia, That eſtabliſhment, it was 
well known, was a great ſource of ſtrength to the country in x 
military view, and a great ſupport alſo to the Conſtitution ; for i 
the people are all unarmed, and a Prince wiſhes to enflave them, 
and has a large military force at his command, the people are, ina 
great meaſure, at his mercy. That can never be the cafe when 
the people have arms in their hands. He remembered when the 
ſubjeR of a militia was agitated in Parliament, the Miniſters d 
the day were averſe to the meaſure ; but on the other fide of the 
Houſe there was a great cry in favour of the meaſure. He thovzlt 
that the object of this bill was the fame in principle, and therefore 
he approved of it. He had converſed with many military men, 
for whoſe judgment he had great reſpect, and they thought there 
might be ſome danger of invaſion. He conceived that there wi 
an abſolute neceſſity for this, as a mcaſure of defence. If we art 
called upon, he had no doubt but that every man would come for 
ward in defence of the country; but in the mean time it was pio. 
per that as many as could, ſhoutd be properly prepared, in caſe d 
neceſſity. This was a corps merely intended to be in readines 
They would ſuffer no inconvenience at all. They would en 
have a ſhilling a day, nearly double the pay of other ſoldien 
Upon the whole he believed that, with the exception of a few dt 
contented people, the maſs of the inhabitants of this country voil 
approve of this meuſure. He believed they wiſhed to reſiſt is 
enemy by all means o therefore wiſhed to ſee this meafine tried; 
fore had-a dechled opinion in its favour. ' He approved of w 
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had been ſaid upon arming all the people of this country, and of 
teaching them the uſe of arms. We had before us the example 
of the effects of ſuch a meaſure in America and in Switzerland; 
they had ſupported their Governments, becauſe they approved of 
their Governments ; and without their approbation, certainly thcſe 
Governments could not exiſt. He approved of this meaſure of 
2rming the people as far as it went, Sixty thouſand men were a 
confiderable number, but he wiſhed it was much larger. 

Sir WILLIAM GEARY faid, he roſe to reſcue the people of 
England from the charge of being hoſtile to the meaſure, for he 
was convinced that they entertained different ſentiments. Within 
his obſervation he had ſcen no diſlike to the bill; he had ſeen the 
reverſe. Some ſymptoms of diſapprobatien were faid to exiſt in 
Lincolnſhire and Northamptonſhire, but they did not exiſt to any 
extent, He would not ſay that gentlemen had, from any bad in- 
tention, andeavoured to obſtruct the operation of the bill, but they 
did not conſider what might be the effect of their example. It was 
laid that no apprehenlion could now be entertained ; but any indi- 
vidual who reflected on the nature of the enemy we had to oppoſe, 
whom this country, to its eternal honour, and to the ſalvation of 
Europe, had ſtood forward to combat, wouid heſitate before he 
aſſerted that the defign .might not be revived. For his own part, he 
was firmly convinced that the attempt might be made, and that 
every meaſure of precaution ought to he taken. 

The queſtion upon the amendment of Mr. Fox was then put, 
and negatived without a diviſion. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT roſe to make a ſimilar motion with re- 
ſpect to the act which had been paſſed this ſeſſion for raifing twenty 
toufand cavalry. He ſtated, that he had had many opportunities 
ot conſulting with gentlemen who, from their habits and from their 
ſtuations, were the beſt informed on ſubjects of this kind, and who 
vere moſt converſant wich the nature of the particular law which 
was to de carried into eifect. He had been happy to learn from 
them, that though difficulties might exiſt, theſe difficulties had been 
greatly exaggerated by the gentlemen of Oppoſition ; that they 
partly aroſe from miſunderſtanding, and that they might eaſily be 
orrected by the introduction of a few clauſes. The only thing 
which he thought created a leading and important difficulty, was the 
omiſſion of a power to appeal on an alledged title to exemption 
chore ballot. This, as it at preſent ſtood, by no means rendered 
the at impracticable, ſince a remedy was provided, by which, when 
ay claſs became defeQive, a mode of ſupplying the deficiency was 
painted out, But what would more effectually put an end to the 
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| inconvenience arifing from the trouble of a freſh ballet, would b: 
to add to the former proviſions of the law, a right to the pe-fg 
who claimed the exemption to lodge his appeal previous to the 
ballot. 

From what he had juſt heard from the honourable gentlemen, 
who had ſpoken, he thought there were freſh grounds for approving 
the principle of the act which it was now propoſed to amend ; the 
meaſure had been judged neceffary when it was at firſt brought for. 
ward; and fo far from conceiving that its neceſſity was ſhaken hy 
any arguincits that he had heard, he could not diſcover any thang 
in the circumitanecs of the country which in the ſmalleſt degree 
affected it. When the queſtion of the general policy of interm 
defence was adniitted, and it could not be conteſted in times like 
the preſent, there remained but two points to be examined—whether 
the mcaſure contributed, in a great degree, to the purpoſes of pre. 
tection? and whether it bore more heavily, as a public burden, than 
was fairly to be expected from what promiſed to be of ſuch exten. 
ſive utility? He had heard the prudence of the plan impeached; 
and it had been ſaid that it was inefficient, becauſe the men raiſe 
under its operation were not to be trained; and thus, not partaking 
of the advantages of diſcipline, they would be of little aſſiſtanee i 
the hour of danger. This was rather an objection than a fit 
argument againſt it, Thoſe who urged it, ſeemed to be awared 
no medium between the two queſtions—whether, when a force ws 
wanting, the whole ought to be gained at firſt ; or whether tit 
ſafety of the country ſhould be truſted to men entirely without pre 
paration? Every gentleman in the Houſe would fee the advat- 
tages which muſt reſult to the country in the hour of danger fron 
ſuch a body of men, though they might never have been called out 
to exerciſe. It was convenient to know to whom to have recourl 
in that hour; what arms were at hand; what number of huiks 
and their accoutrements ; what was the force to be expected; va 
proportion of it belonged to each diſtrict or party; how it was to 
collected, and how it might be diſtributed ; how the officers vet 
to be ſelected, and how many they were to be in number. To il 
theſe advantages to be derived from a force thus raiſed, he coul 
not conſider it as a ſufficient argument that they were not a regulit 
force ; it was deſirable to be in poſſeſſion of it, not merely to aſi 
us in the moment of attack, but to prevent, by a diſplay of on 
ſtrength, ſuch a moment from every arriving. It was, perhaſ 
inferior to a body of regular cavalry, but on ſome occaſions this ir 
feriority would be found very ſmall, and in many things it # 
equal, Men, provided with horſes and with arms, could, in n 
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rations, effect as much by theſe advantages, as could be hoped 
tom the beſt diſciplined and moſt perfect regiment. 

The next queſtion related to the burden which it was faid this 
meaſure laid on the people; and a greater degree of exaggeration 
he believed had never been witneſſed in the Houſe than that 
which the gentlemen of oppoſition had adopted, when ſpeaking on 
this part of the cavalry act. No man was called upon by it to 
contribute his perſonal ſervice or his pecuniary aid, unleſs he had 
given proot of his competence, by keeping a horſe, for which he 
paid the duties impoſed by the act of Parliament on horſes kept for 
the purpoſes of pleaſure, The inconvenience was beſides very 
ſmall: it would not amount to more than the payment of one-tenth 
part of the expence of furniſhing a horfeman. The extra ex- 
pence of keeping ſuch a horſe as would, in point of quality, ſatisfy 
the Deputy Lieutenants of the County, would be inconſiderable to 
the claſs of perſons whom the act was intended to reach. The 
extra expences which would be incurred by the perſon balloted 
could not be great, and the allowance would be ſufficient to anſwer 
thera : when he was called out for actual fervice he would receive 
full pay; and the Deputy Lieutenant of the county would be m- 
powered to make him ſuch an allowance for his attendance at the 
time of being muſtered, as he ſhould in his diſeretion think Proper. 
The only expence which would be incurred by the perſon would 
be, that of the uniform: for he would be provided with ain's at 
the coſt of Government. The eſtimate which he had ſcen of the 
price of an uniform, and which there was reaſon to believe was 
accurate, was two pounds nine ſhillings ; and it did not app 
him that this how very creat, 2 4 Gn. 
among ten perſons of ſuch a deſcription as that which the act 
| inted out, From this {tareincnt, the Houſe would he able to 
PPP 
ate, and whether it _ the art vids ry 4 i wat 
aſſerted it to be. Int! «foal that ie © . — 

i e. In the perſuaſion that it would not be thought fo 

the Houſe, he moved, © That the clauſes in the origi 3. by 

= — — "4 ; clauſes in the 01 'ginal act, by 

CT - re mY - the Houſe of amending and adding 

: . « . oul be read ; and after this was dune, 

_—_ , or leave to bring in a bill to explain and amend the 
cavalry act. 


Colonel HARCOURT, after apologizing for the preſurnption 


a that he conſidered a rallying point as the moſt material 
>» Wanting in caſe of danger, and that he had known treops run 


adding to what the Chancellor of the Exchequer had ſaid, de- 
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to it with great alacrity. He was far from diſputing the neceſy 
of diſcipline. It ſuited not his profeſſion, nor his inclination och 
fo. He hoped his character in the army would bear teſtimony fr 
him, that he was a friend to diſcipline. But he was configer 
that the force which might be raiſed under theſe bills might, 4. 
though they ſhould not have the advantages of a diſciplined boy, 
and though unacquainted with actual ſervice, be eventually found 
as ſerviceable from their having a rallying point, as thoſe who hag 
in action. He had ſrequently found this to be the caſe both in 
Flanders and the Welt Indies; and he conſidered it as a matter of 
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great importance that they thould be acquainted with the Officer 3 
who were to command them. He added, that he gave his heary . caſe u 
aſſent to the preſent meaſure. 7 - oply to x 

Mr. BIDDULPH faid, he was happy that the meaſure eme abe 
before the Houſe in its preſent ſhape, becauſe it proved that the ld be 
diffienlties which many gentiemen, as well as himſelf, had ſtated u of the 
would attend it, were now felt by the authors of the bill, ani iſh... — 


which difficulties were now about to be attempted to be remorei. 
The defects of the former bill had been pointed out by an hs 
nourable Member of that Houſe, of whoſe judgment there were wt 
two opinions: as little variety of opinion did he believe exiſted x 
to the integrity of his principles ; that gentleman had pointed an 
the defects of the late bill. However, no inquiry was made int 
the defects which were then pointed out; and now the Minite 
came forward with a motion for leave to explain and amiend tha 
very bill, thereby acknowledging its defects. His ideas of the bil 
were, that it could ncver be amended fo as to become an use 
meaſure to this country, and therefore he ſhould beg leave to mor 
an amendment to the motion of the Miniſter, which was, tha 
inſtead of © explaining and amending the bill,” it ſhould & 
e repealed.” He fhould do this, becauſe he thought the execuin 
of the bill would be impracticable. The only good circumſtant 
about this bill was, in his opinion, its impracticability; for, cou 
it be carried into effect, its proviſions would be intolerable; it v 
as he had alwys thought it to be, a meaſure of requiſition. Ti 
he ſaid, when he had the honour to propoſe an amendment, vid 
however, the wiſdom of the Houſe thought proper to negali 
The Miniſter now ſaid, that this bill is a meaſure which will ak 
only thofe who have given ſome proof of their wealth. He belie 
it would be a bill that would bear heavily on many perſons ; tal! 
would call on perſons of all ages, and on women and children, # 
comply with its proviſions, and therefore, from the very vatureoth 
would call on a great number of perſons to pay for ſubſiius 
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oy the ſum of money which would be thus required, would be 
ery large. It muſt be obſerved, that there were many who would 
e called upon to contribute to the proviſions of this bill, who had 
«+ a horſe of ſufficient ſize under this bill; for none could be taken 
it were not fourteen hands and half: therefore thirty-five pounds 
or ſuch horſe was a very moderate price; and computing the matter 
thus, the 20,000 would amount to 700,000] ; but taking it 
mly that 12,000 of theſe ſhould be thus paid for, which appeared 
p him to be a moderate calculation, in that event the tax upon ſuch 
xrlons would amount to 420, 00l. This would have been the 
if under the laſt bill; and, unleſs materially amended, would be 
he caſe under the new one. Theſe obſervations, he knew did not 
poly to perſons poſſeſſed of affluent fortunes ; but the bill affected 
hoſe who were far from being in ſuch a condition, and on whom i: 
ould be an intolerable burden. It was much more ſevere than 
ny of the other burdens that were yet impoſed, great and heavy as 
hey were. In ſhort, the objections he ſaw to this meaſure were 
as to juſtify him in the oppoſition he gave to it ; and therefore 
moved an amendment to the Miniſter's motion, which was, 
at of leaving out the words explain and amend,” and inſert- 
the word “ repeal.” 


The queſtion being put, the Houſe divided ; for the amend- 
jent 27, againſt it 168. 


Wedneſday, 14th December, 


Mr. Alderman COMBE ſtated, that he was informed from re- 
gadle authority, that the new duties on cuſtoms and exciſe were 
ated in conſequence of the reſolution of the Houſe of Commons; 
d he wiſhed to know, whether this proceeding was authorized 
pm the Treaſury before the paſſing of the bill? 

Mr. ROSE faid, that no order ſent from the Treaſury had been 
ved authorizing the Cuſtom-houſe officers to exact the new du- 
ö that they were merely authorized to give a notice to the mer- 
ants, and that it would be for the conſideration of the Houſe 
ther the duty ought to attach from the day of the paſſing ef the 
viution, or of the paſſing of the bill. | | 
Mr. LONG brought up ſome papers from the Treaſury, con- 
ung the correſpondence which patſed between Mr. Long and 
. Eoyd about the money advanced to the Emperor, together with 


four millions and an half. 


Mr. FOX, Notwithſtanding the importance of the ſubject of 


count of the intereſt by His Imperial Majeſty upon the loan 
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360 PARLIAMENTARY _ [ Commoyz, 
this evening's difcuſſion ; the apparent ſenſe which the Houſe {en wy 
to entertain of its magnitude, from the general attendance ich 5 princip 
given; the converſation which it has excited out of doors, aud de and tha 
decifion which has been this day paſſed by a reſpectable pute and wit 
body (the Common Hall of the City of London) upon the me. princip 
ſure to which its refers; notwithſtanding, I ſay, all theſe :onſiders rally ol 
tions, I ſhall deliver all the obſervations which 1 mean to make, it is lia 
by way of preface to the motion that I ſhall have the honour t. that it! 
propoſe, without treſpaſſing for any length of time upon the ps. ſometin 
ticnce of the Houſe : and the reaſon is ſhortly this, that much q princip] 
the argument has been ſtated and anticipated in the two debates ty the fact 
which the ſubject has already given riſe. Beſides, upon the funds ata per 
mental point, or the principle which the queſtion involves, I (hl poſſible 
taink it much more becoming in me as a Britiſh ſubject, and a any ſep 
Member of Parliament, to aſſert rather than to argue, ſtudious ni hence it 
to weaken the Conſtitution, by ſtating as doubtful what it has re ceſſary 
cognized as one of its leading features. The grand prineiple u which! 
which I refer, Sir, is, that this is a limited and not an abſolut ſufficien 
monarchy, and that it is the peculiar privilege of the Houſe « paſs a v 
Commons, not only to levy taxes and impoſe burdens upon , diſeretio 


people, but to judge of the whole expences of the State; as welld df the 
the mode in which they ought to be applied, as of the manner u levied o 
which they ought to be raiſed. I truſt that this general prineie in one 
is ſo univerſally acknowledged, that I ſhall not be called upon and in t 
come forward in its defence. I truſt that in theſe times, andi wiſdom 
this Houſe, I ſhall not hear a doctrine, which was received at MY are exce 
earlier period, and which I have fince ſeen revived in writings lay that the 
publiſhed ; that I ſhall not, I ſay, hear it contended that the d the neee 
poſal of the public money is a ſecret which ought not to be entrultl]M nality in 
to a poblie aſſembly, but that one or a few individuals are mal to quote 
more competent to manage and direct the pecuniary concerns ft ſence, b 
Britiſh nation than a Britiſh Houſe of Commons. That an not an o 
lute government may be attended with ſome advantages which WINE for the: 
government of a free ſtate may not poſſeſs, I am ready to a fentimen 
But were I called upon to argue the queſtion (which I think i em to | 
tirely foreign to the ſubject of this night's diſcuſſion), laying alid: WY injuſtice 
the bleſſings of liberty, and laying aſide all the energy of chan Mot ge; 
which it is ſo eminently calculated to produce, I think | that II 
have no difficulty in proving that, merely for the ſake of em Comme, 
relations, and for the purpoſe of carrying on wars, that, even be Cler] 
this narrow ground, ſetting out of view all the collateral advany [ wiſh tc 
of freedom, there is enough, ceteris paribus, to turn the ſcale U Vol. 
vour of a free conſtitution. This, however, is a queſtion 
2 
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I hope I am as little called upon by the ſentiments of the Houſe as 
by the ſubject now before them to diſcuſs. I hope and truſt that the 
principle of freedom is recognized as a principle of the Conſtitution, 
and that, as a conſtitutional principle, it is received as juſt, political, 
and wiſe. I preſume, however, it will be contended, that though the 
principle be eſtabliſhed, it is not invariable ; that though it gene- 
rally obtains in the management of the affairs of Government, ſtill 
it is liable to ſome exceptions. I certainly am not diſpoſed to deny 
that it has been the practice of the Houſe and of the Conſtitution 
ſometimes to deviate from the preciſe line of conduct which this 
principle preſcribes. It may be argued, and I do not contravene 
the fact, that, from the nature of our continental connections, and 
at a period when our arms are employed in foreign ſervice, it is im- 
poſſible preciſely to ſtate by eſtimate the amount of the expence of 
any ſeparate meaſure, or of any particular line of operation. And 
hence it may be truly inferred, that extraordinaries have become ne- 
ceſſary to be voted, to cover the expences exceeding the eſtimates 
which Parliament has voted ; and that even theſe being found in- 
ſufficient to provide for incidental emergencies, it has been uſual to 
paſs a vote of credit to the Miniſter, to be applied according to his 
diſcretion, to ſuch unforeſeen conjunctures as may ariſe. In either 
of the caſes, however, it cannot be ſaid, that the money is either 
levied or applied wholly without the conſent of Parliament, ſince, 
in one caſe it voted the ſervice, and only miſtook the eſtimate ; 
and in the other, it voted the money, confiding in Miniſters for the 
widom of the application. And it muſt be remembered that theſe 
are exceptions from the principle, not the act of the Conſtitution ; 
that they are neceſſary evils which can never be extended beyond 
the neceſſity in which they originate, without ſome degree of crimi- 
nality in the perſons who multiply them. It is not very pleaſant 
to quote a paſſage from the writings of an author even in his ab- 
ſence, but much leſs when he is preſent, particularly when he has 
not an opportunity of expiaining his own ſentiments. My reſpect 
for the author, in the preſent inſtance, however, is ſuch, and the 
lentiments which he has expreſſed in the work to which I refer, 
ſeem to me to be ſo forcible and juſt, that I feel I ſhould be doing 
muſtice to my argument were I to refrain from quoting them. 
Moſt gentlemen, I believe, will have gone before me in ſuppoſing 
that I refer to a work, intitled, ** Precedents of the Houſe of 
Commons,” by a very reſpectable gentleman, Mr. Hatſell, one of 
the Clerks of this Houſe. The following is the paſſage to which 


| wiſh to call the attention of the Houſe ; 
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« Notwithſtanding every precaution which can be taken to conſine the 


expences of the different ſervices within thoſe ſums, which, after conſe. 
ration of the eſtimate laid before them, appear to the Houſe of Commons to 
be fully ſufficient, we learn from fatal experience, that this has been found 
to be impoſſible, In all the different ſervices, the navy, the army, and 
the ordnance, there has always been an exceeding, or debt conttaded 
upon each, which bas been brought before Parliament in a ſubſcquent 
ſeſſion, under the title of navy debt, or of Extraordinaries incurred and 
not provided for. Formerly theſe exceedings were confined within ſome 
limits, as appears from the accounts entered in the journals during the 
war of the ſucceſſion, and even in the war which termined in 1748. I 
what is commonly called the German war, in 1758, theſe ſums firſt be. 
came very large: but in the late war carried on in America, they ex. 
ceeded 'all bounds, There was a degree of negligence, or extravagance, 
or both, in thoſe who had the conduct of this department, which rendered 
all the votes of the Houſe of Commons, or bills for appropriating the ſup. 
plies, ridiculous and nugatory. The ſums demanded upon the head of 
extraordinaries of the army, incurred, and not provided for during this 
- period, fall not very much ſhort of the whole ſums voted by Parliament, 
upon eſtimate, for that ſervice,” 


[Conmoxs, 


Sir, Mr. Hatſell afterwards proceeds to ſpeak of the tranſae- 
tions of the year 17 34. 


« The general and unlimited power which was given by the Reſcly. 
tion of the 3d of April, 1734, to the Miniſters to apply, out of the aid 
of the year, ſuch ſums as the exigency of public affairs might require, 
was a meaſure entirely ſubverfive of thoſe rules and reſtrictive forms 0 
Parliament, which the Houſe of Commons have impoſed upon themſelies 
in the mode of granting ſupplies, and was contrary to the practice, which 
had been wiſely eſtabliſhed ſince the Revolution, of appropriating the ſup. 
ples to the ſervices for which they had been voted. We ſee, therefor, 
that this proceeding did not paſs without much difficulty and debate, and 
that ſoon after, another, and ſo far as it is limited, a better mode ws 
adopted, which, though it gave the Miniſters credit for the manner 
diſpoſing of the money voted, confined that credit to a preciſe ai 
ſpecial ſum. This deviation, in times of war, from the uſual form d 
Parliament, can only be juſtified from the impoſſibility of ſtating, in u 
eſtimate, thoſe demands which the unforeſeen exigencies of exteniive ad 
uncertain operations may require; it is therefore incumbent on the Houk 
of Commons, not only to make this ſupply of credit as ſmall as poſlidl, 
but in a ſubſequent ſeſſion to inquire into the particular expenditure of te 
ſum granted, and to be aſſured that it is flricily applied to thoſe purpoſ 
for which it was intended, and not ſquandered looſely, improvidenty, 
wantonly, or, perhaps, corruptly.“ | 


I am happy to obſerve alſo, that ſince this paſſage was quoted if 
year in another Houſe (by the Marquis of Landſdown), the bot 
has undergone a new edition, and that the author, in reviewing 
republiſhing his valuable work, has ſeen no reaſon to alter hi 
opinion upon the conſtitutional danger of granting large votes 
credit, and of voting great ſums under the head of extraordinars 
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which might have been previouſly provided for by Parliament. 
Having laid down this principle, then, and admitted the exception, 
hope I ſhall not be accuſed of purſuing an argument which would 
operate as an objection to all extraordinarics. All I contend is this; 
that they are an evil, but an evil which may ſometimes be un- 
avoidable, or in other words, that they are a miſchievous exception 
to the principles of the Conſtitution. 

The meaſure now before the Houſe involves two queſtions : in 
the firſt place, Whether it was an expence fit to be incurred ? and, 
feondly, Ought it to have been incurred in the mode in which it 
actually has been incurred, or to have been previouſly ſubmitted to 
the deciſion of Parliament? On the firſt queſtion I ſhall not enter 
into any diſcuſſion. And, after I have guarded the Houſe againſt 
conſidering it as my opinion, I ſhall ſuppoſe on this day, that it was 
an expence proper to be incurred. With this caveat, then, let it 
be taken for granted, for the fake of argument, that it was a wiſe 
and prudent meaſure to remit 1,200,000). to the Emperor; yet 
ve have dill this important queſtion to deeide— Ought the ſum to 
have been iſſued in the manner in which it was? And, in the firſt 
place, it was not an expence reſpecting the extent of which we could 
have been uncertain. Had the remittance been numerous, and the 
ſervices for which they were deſtined been of a very complicated 
nature, it might have been difficult to aſcertain with preciſion the 
amount of the ſum to be granted, but there could be no difficulty 
in determining the ſum which it was proper for this country to grant 
ether to the Emperor or the Prince of Conde. I would beg to be 
informed why after the country had been in the practice, year after 
year, of maintaining emigrant corps, when it was in meditation to 
{end ſupplies to the army of the Prince of Conde, the intention 
8 not communicated to Parliament; or why a preciſe eſtimate, 
hich-might have been very eaſily formed of that head of expence, 
as not ſubmitted to the Houſe along with the other eſtimates for 
he year? In the preſent caſe, to rank the expence in the claſs of 
wraordinaries, was in good truth to go the length of rendering ex- 
mordinaries abſurd and ridiculous, and all the laws of appropria- 
on nugatory and void. To apply the vote of credit to defraying 
lus expenee, was as ſtrange and unconſtitutional. When gentle- 
en are informed that ſo early as December, 1795, two hundred 
ouſand pounds were iſſued to ſupply the army of the Prince of 
"ne, upon what vote of credit will they naturally ſuppoſe the 
"Mey to have been raiſed? It muſt be conſidered as an unfore- 
en expence, elſe it ought not to have been placed to the account 

the vote of eredit. From what vote of credit, then, is it-natural 
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to ſuppoſe that an unforeſeen expence occurring in December, my he 
1795, ſhould be defrayed? One would certainly ſuppoſe from he ma 
the vote of credit for 1795. No ſuch thing. It was defrayeg admitt 
from the vote of credit for 1796. What then was the conduct af not to 
the right honourable gentleman? In February, 1796, he cane produc 
down to the Houſe, and faid, after all the taxes which I have levieg, plicati 
and all the burdens which I have impoſed upon the country, and expend 
grievouſly the people will, no doubt, feel them; they are not (uf. ever, \ 
ficient to anſwer all the exigencies of the ſtate, and I muſt hatt 4 dired 
credit for two millions and a half more to meet the occurrences of that th 
unforeſeen ſervices, not, you will obſerve, to ſupply the deficiencies the Pr 
of former eſtimates, but to be applied expreſsly for the purpoſe of there o 
anſwering unexpected, but poſſible demands. But what does the ther w 
right henourable gentleman do? "The. firſt uſe he makes of the vote wile h: 
of credit is to pay a remittance of 200, oool. to the Prince d Houſe 
Conde's army in December 1796, and of which Parliament knen wiſh g. 
nothing. By way of illuſtration, I ſhall ſuppoſe that a gentleman Parlian 
was leaving his Houſe in town to go to the country, or his houſe recolled 
in the country to come to town ; and that he called his ſteward loan wi 
and gave him a ſum of money for the purpoſe of paying the ſer it is mi 
vants their wages when they became due, and of paying the tax occaſion 


when they were called for. The ſteward, we ſhall ſuppoſe, might WW &veral 


fay, Sir, all this is very proper, but on an eſtabliſhment ſo exten. merely 
five as yours, many expences in repairs, charities, &. may occur Wiſh 2nd th: 
for which I am not provided. Well, in conſequence of this . Empere 
preſentation the gentieman gives him 200l. or 3ool more. Bit given tc 
what would he think of his ſteward, if, inſtead of keeping thi be eonſi 
2001. or 3ool. in reſerve for unforeſeen exigencies, he applied the ters ney 
ſum to the payment of debts which he had formerly contrafted cours to 
and of which he kept his maſter ignorant. Not to uſe an that tho 
coarſer language, he would certainly conſider bim as a ſtem hi funity o 
who was no longer worthy to be truſted. The analogy holds gov BR '* woulc 
in the conduct of the right honourable gentleman in applying tit ſhape, 
vote of credit for defraying expences formerly incurred, and whid very go 
he kept ſecret from Parliament. This is ſomething, but it is neQed \ 
all. There were ſome ſuſpicious circumſtances in the time a much 
manner in which the vote of credit was applied for. My hoo Bi temen; 
able friend (Mr. Grey), who apprehended ſomething incorre®, "A who wor 
remember well, was accuſed of being extremely ſuſpicious, tu but upor 
his ſuſpicions were certainly very far from coming near to i of the ſe 
reality, if they could be called ſuſpicions, which formerly, in '# ſeveral t 
liamentary language, would have been termed a watchful jealo five, but 
of the condut of Adminiſtration. It was matter of ſurpfie e '<mplatic 
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my honourable friend, as well as to myſelf, that application ſhould 
he made for a vote of credit at ſo early a period of the year; and 
admitting that it could be applied retroſpectively, it was certainly 
not too much to expect that in the diſpoſition paper which was 
produced in April, ſome account ſhould have been given of the ap- 
plication of a ſum which had actually been employed to cover an 
expence incurred in the preceding year. No ſuch account, how- 
ever, was given in that paper. Now, Sir, I aſk, what was this but 
1 dire fraud upon the public? Suppoſing, for argument's ſake, 
that there was a difference -between the money ſent to the army of 
the Prince of Conde and the ſums ſent to the Emperor, (though 
there certainly was no material difference, for it ſignified little whe- 
ther we ſupplied an army which the Houſe of Auſtria muſt other- 
wiſe have paid and ſupported, or whether we ſent money to the 
Houſe of Auſtria to enable it to pay and ſupport that army). I 
wiſh gentlemen to attend a little to the debates of laſt Seſſion of 
Parliament, and to the ſubjects of public diſcuſſion. They will 
recolle&t that there were ſeveral circumſtances connected with the 
loan which attracted attention. There is one circumſtance which 
it is material to recollect; the terms upon which it was raiſed gave 
oecaſion to a good deal of diſcuſſion, and they were juſtified upon 
ſeveral grounds, one of which was, that we were not to conſider it 
merely as a loan ; that a quantity of navy debt was to be funded, 
and that there might be wanted a loan of three millions for the 
Emperor. From this I certainly inferred, that if a loan was to be 
given to his Imperial Majeſty, that the Houſe of Commons would 
be conſulted, both reſpecting its propriety and extent; that Miniſ- 
ters never would have taken it upon them to grant pecuniary ſuc- 
cours to any foreign power, without the conſent of Parliament ; 
that thoſe who were averſe to the meaſure would have an oppor- 
tunity of publicly oppoſing it; and if it was carried, that at leaſt 
it would not be adopted till it had aſſumed a legal and conſtitutional 
ſhape, I heard it alſo rumoured, upon what I conſidered to be 
very good authority at the time, that there were ſome people con- 


netted with the Bank who had ſtated the danger of ſending ſo 


much ſpecie out of the kingdom; and that there were many gen- 
tlemen who were acquainted with the financial ſtate of the country 
ho would have oppoſed ſuch a ſtep, not upon political grounds, 
but upon their knowledge of the ſtate of public credit. In the courſe 
of the ſeſſion queſtions were put to the right honourable gentleman 
ſeveral times upon the ſubject. The anſwers were not very deci- 
live, but they led me to conclude, that if the meaſure was in con- 
iemplation, the Houſe of Commons would certainly be conſulted 
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upon it, before it was finally adopted. Parliament was not . 
ſulted, and the period arrives when we find that money aQtually 
was ſent to Germany. And here, for the fake of argument, | 
mall alſo admit that it was expedient, that it was wiſe, that it wa 
neceffary to ſend moncy to the Emperor, that it was neceſſarr fy 
the ſalvation of Germany, and that the ſalvation of Germany Was 
neceſſary to that of Great Britain. This ne ecefiity then aroſe dur. 
ing the receſs, and if they contidercd it as fo imperiouſly urgent x 
not to admit of the delay of calling Parliament before the money 
„as ſent, why did they not afſemble Parliament to inform the pub. 
lic of what had been done, and to petition for a bill of indemnity? 
Perhaps they will fay, that that might be done as well at the ufa 
pericd of the meeting of Parliament; that after the money wiz 
granted,” it was unneceſſary to aſſemble them for the purpoſe of in- 
foriniog them of a meaſure already adopted; that when they fent 
the Grit remittance they had no idea of fending a fecond ; and that 
when the ſecond was ſent they did not conceive that a third would 
be neceſſary; and fo on. Well: the 27 of November arrived, 
when the King had ſummoned Parliament to meet. One would 
have thought that, now their own time was come, they would have 
condeſcended fo far as to communicate the fecret. But no ſuch 
communication is made. Now, Sir, I aſk how Miniſters, when 
Parliament was fitting, could preſume, elandeſtinely, to fend money 
to the Emperor 3 either informing or conſulting the Houſe 
of Commons upon the ſubject? I aſk, if there be any poſlibiliy 
of anſwering the queſtion to the ſatisfaction of the Houſe of Com. 
mons of Get Britain, if they are not reſolved tamely and puſilla 
nimoufly to ſurrender the molt ſacred and important privilege that 
has been conferred upon them by the Conftitution ? I truſt that] 
ſhall nor hear the argument which was employed in a former de. 
bate reſtated on this evening; that ſecrecy was obſerved for the 
purpoſe of reſtoring the credit of the country. This is too fim 
an argument to impoſe upon even the moſt ſuperficial thinker ; t6 
what motive, then, is the conduct of Miniſters to be aſcribed ? I can 
aecount for ir upon only one of two grounds. The firſt and mol 
natural, I confeſs, appears to be, that it was their intention to takt 
advantage of the univerſal ſatisfaction which was oceaſioned througt- 
out the country by the ſuccefſes of the Imperial arms, to eſtabliſh 
a 2 precedent againſt the Conſtitution, by difpoſing of a ſum of mom 
in an unconſtitutional mode upon a favourite object, and thus t 
fet an example to future Miniſters to employ the public money & 
their judgements may direct, or their caprices dictate, without cor 
fulting the wiſdom or acknowledging the authority of Parliamc 
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The enly other ground on which they can attempt to juſtify their 
oanduct is, that the Miniſters of the King are better judges than the 
Houſe of Commons of the propriety, the extent, and the period for 
xxccuting any public meaſure ! The right honourable gentleman 
knew for certain whether it was proper or improper to grant pecuniary 
ſccours to the Emperor; he knew the ſpecific ſum which it was 
proper to ſend, and the preciſe period for remitting it ; but, had the 
Houſe of Commons been conſulted, they would not have been pro- 
per judges ; they would have been for ſending either too much or 
too little; for ſending either too haſtily or too tardily. Such a 
defence, Sir, for I may ſay ſo without incurring the inputation of 
meaning to detract from the abilities of the right honourable gen- 
leman, inſtead of extenuating, is an aggravation of the offence. I 
aſk, If a Britiſh Houſe of Commons will bear to be told by a Mi- 
niſter, not only that he is a better judge than they are of the pre- 
ragatives of the Crown, which he did with fo much arrogance in 
1784, but that he is the beſt judge alſo of the people? If the caſe 
was difficult, why did he not come to the Houſe of Commons 
for inftrution * If the caſe was delicate, why did he not depend 
upon the wiſdom of the Houſe of Commons for direction? If 
Germany was to be ſaved by the money of the people of Great 
Pritain, why were not the Heuſe of Commons the ſaviours? I aſt 
him, whether he believes that the Houſe of Commons would have 
ſanGtioned a loan to the Emperor, or that they would not? If he 


conecived that they would not, why did he dare, not only to uſurp 
heir authority, but to trample upon their privileges; to diſpoſe of 
he money of the nation, not only without the conſent, but in direct 
ontradiction to the will of Parliament? It is pretty well known 
hat I have no great opinion of the public ſpirit of the laſt Parliament; 
nd I do believe, that after what they did to extend the influence 
f the crown, and to infringe upon the liberties of the people; after 
heir perſevcring ſupport of a war, as diſaſtrous in its conſequences as 
was unjuſt in its origin; after their blind and obſtinate conũdenoe 
n Minitters, by wham they were deccived and miſled, and after 
e grievous and intulerable burdens which they impoſed upon ths 
Kople ; I do believe, I ſay, that the influence of the Crown would 
ave carried even this queſtion. I am perſuaded, however, it 
ould have been attended with more than ordinary difficulty, and 
Parliament would at leaſt have heſitated before they gave their 
ſent. But will the right honourable gentleman pretend to ſay, that 
© Was not aware during laſt Parliament, that there would be any 
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hought that they would, why did he not apply to them? If he 
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neceſſity for the meaſure? I will aſk him, when he conſiders the 
debt as having been contracted, whether, when the bills were drayn 
or when the money was iſſued? If he conſiders the debt as * 
trated when the money was iſſued, the Emperor might have . 
ceived it all, excepting about 77,0001. as ſoon, had Parliamem 
been conſulted, as he did when the money was ſent without thei 
concurrence. But, upon the other ſuppoſition, which is the mor 
favourable of the two for the right honourable gentleman, that the 
debt was contracted when the bills were drawn, and that it was nee. 
fary that the bills ſhould-be drawn during the receſs. Well, ſays the 
right honourable gentleman, was I to take the ſenſe of Parliament 
upon the payment of a bill after permitting it to be drawn? [I an 
ſwer, that he muſt ſtill take the ſenſe of Parliament, when the quel- 
tion comes to be put upon the payment of the extraordinarics < 
the army; and that it is then in the power of the Houſe of Com. 
mons, if not to ſtop the payment of that ſpecific ſum to the Emperdr 
of Germany, to refuſe to cover the deficiency which it has occafionet 
in the eſtimated ſervice. One of the bills I find to have been ited 
on the 2oth of May, and, if I recollc& right, the Houſe was pro 
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rogued on the 19th. Now I aſk, Did he not foreſee, did he nt iſ © = 
know, on the 19th, that this bill was to be drawn on the 20th! 3 


And if he did, which it was impoſſible but he muſt have done,! 
aſk, when it was his intention to ſend money to the Emperor, uh 
he concealed it? When he found that it would be neceſſary to cal 
upon the country for pecuniary aid to the Houſe of Auſtria, a 
he did not inform the public of the additional burden which the 
would be called upon to ſuſtain? When he was compelled 6 
have recourſe to the Fouſe of Commons for ſupport, why he di 
not aſk that ſupport in a conſtitutional manner? Suppoſing ct 
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for a moment, that the urgency of the criſis was ſuch as to rende 3 
it neceſſary to draw the bills during the receſs, and that Pariam By * | 
could not refuſe to pay them, which is not true (for that was c, = 


tainly in the power of Parliament), why did he not ſubmit ti 


matter to the Houſe of Commons as ſoon as they were aſſemblal ＋ 1 
It could only have leſſened the quantum of the money ſent to t A ” 
Emperor, which would have been no harm, had they thougitk he CG 


proper ſo to decide, except he was influenced by one or other of i 
motives before ſtated, either from a wiſh to eſtabliſh a preced 
againſt the Conſtitution, or from an idea that he was a better ju 
of the extent of the ſuccours that were proper for this cou 
grant than the Houſe of Commons. Without entering at all I 
the queſtion of the propriety of granting theſe ſuccours, a diſcul# 
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which I wiſh on this evening entirely to avoid, I cannot help 


making an obſervation upon the relation in which we ſtand to the 
Houſe of Auſtria in pecuniary matters. : 

In 1795 this country guaranteed a loan to the Emperor of four 
millions and a half. There were many who doubted at the time of 
the policy of the meaſure ; and J recolle& well of a noble Lord 
urging in behalf of the good faith of his Imperial Majeſty, that he 
had made good his firſt payment of the intereſt due upon the loan. 
I did not conſider it as a very powerful argument at the time, be- 
aſe I know that the money for the firſt payment of the intereſt 


w to hear of his Imperial Majeſty's punQuality in paying the 
ntereſt upon that loan after we have remitted him 1,200,000]. 
#hich is three or four times more than any ſum of intereſt which 
e has to pay to this country. I do not ſtate this as a reaſon why 
xrliament ſhould withhold ſuccours from the Emperor, but I ſtate 
25 an additional reaſon why Miniſters ſhould be cautious of 
ranting theſe ſuccours without the ſanction of Parliament. I have 
een often accuſed, Sir, of repreſenting the Conſtitution as in dan- 
er, Of theſe alarms I am willing to take all the ſhame, and to 
he crime, if it be any, I readily plead guilty, The oftener that 
have thought upon the ſubject, and the more experience I have of 
he conduct of Miniſters, the more I am convinced that my 
larms are juſt, and that my apprehenſions are well founded. Upon 
me meaſures which I have conceived to be dangerous to the 
oaltitution, I allow that there was room for difference of opinion. 
he queſtion now before the Houſe, however, is not whether the 
tack was greater or leſs than thoſe which have been formerly di- 
ted againſt the Conſtitution. It is ſo bold and fo daring, and 
entirely ſubverſive of the letter of the Conſtitution, that if it 


es the /inttion of Parliament, the queſtion will be, not how far 


 - Conſtitution is injured, but whether or not we have any Con- 
ion at all? It is upon theſe grounds that I am induced to 
n forward the opinion which I am about to propoſe. When 
5 b<cn thought neceſſary to add new and extraordinary powers 


the Crown; to accumulate new deſcriptions of treaſon ; to in- 
cruel, barbarous, and unheard-of puniſhments ; in fact, to in- 
tute ſomething approaching to a military government, whether 
le innovations have been neceſſary or not, I think they are of 
ha magnitude as to have juſtified ſome degree of alarm. But if, 
addition to all theſe new and extraordinary circumſtances, there 
to be added a direct attack upon the privilege of this Houſe, and 
_ is to be diſpoſed of by the Minifter, not only in aug- 
bu. I, 3 B | 


as deduced from the capital; and T ſhall be till leſs ſurprized 
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mentation or expences approved of by Parliament, but without q. 
taining the conſent, or ſo much as acknowledging Parliament,] 
ſhould be glad to know where there is the ſmalleſt ſafeguard of de 
Conſtitution left, or what ſecurity we can have againſt the fury, 
encroachments, either of a Miniſter, or of a Prince, who May be 
diſpoſed to make them? I am ſure the right honourable gente 
man cannot twiſt any proviſion in the vote of credit bill, ſo as f 
afford him the ſmalleſt pretence for making the application of oe 
which he has done, and the expence can with leſs propriety be in 
troduced among the extraordinaries of the army, fince it mig 
have been previouſly voted upon eſtimate. In both caſes, whethy 
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the money has been paid from the vote of credit, or under the H oint of 
of army extraordinaries, the right honourable gentleman has ben n the w 
equally culpable ; in the one caſe, he has been guilty of a breach ity the n 
truſt ; and in both, he has acted directly contrary to the principles (Van f 
the Conftitution. I move, Sir, that the act founded on the vet ſwa 
credit may be read. The act being read, Mr. Fox continued) nt gre: 
Some perſons think, that in order to repair the breach of the Con ere ma 
tution, a bill of indemnity ought to be paſſed: for my own pat, he ren 
am not of ſuch an opinion; I think there is no alleviating circun-een ag 
tance in any part of the conduct of Miniſters, to entitle them f moſt + 


ſuch indulgence. When the ſubje&t was under diſcuſſion on mmer 


former evening, the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) inen fo 
of ſoliciting pardon, came forward vindicating his conduct, ed f 
challenging the Houſe if they dared to find fault with it. I think entimer 
therefore, that an act of indemnity would be improper, becaile HH 'aporat 
cireumſtances have been even a greater outrage upon the Conſii r the p 
tion (if a greater was poſſible) than the principle itſelf. I πν man, 
conceive any proper mode of acting, if it is pot for the Houſe v dniniſ 
preſs a plain intelligible opinion upon the meaſure. I know mt appinef 
what is their opinion, nor do I know the opinion of the public ui ening 
it; but this I do know, that he muſt be ſanguine indeed ho entlems 


hope that the Conſtitution can long ſurvive ſuch an attack, if WF this 
authors of it are ſuffered to paſs without any mark of reprehenſit 
Mr. Fox concluded with the following motion : 

„That His Majeſty's Miniſters having authorized and direfth 
« at different times, without the conſcnt, and during the ſitting d 
1 Parliament, the iſſue of various ſums of money for the ſeryice 
his Imperial Majeſty, and alſo for the ſervice of the army un 
the Prince of Conde, have ated contrary to their duty, ant 
i the truſt repoſed in them, and have * violated the conſbi 
{© tional privileges of this Houſe.” 


Mr. Alderman COMBE, in obedience to the inſtru8jos 
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hi conſtituents, who had met that day in the Common Hall of the 
ty of London, and had defired their repreſentatives to cenſure 
the conduct of Miniſters, in giving away the public money with- 
out the conſent of Parliament, ſeconded the motion. He ſpoke of 
the reſpectability of the meeting, and of the pride he ſhould always 
feel in obliging the voice of his conſtituents, the Livery of London, 
who almoſt unanimouſly diſapproved of the Miniſter's conduct on 
the preſent occaſion. And it was with peculiar ſatisfaction he now 
dbeyed their voice, as his own ſentiments entirely agreed with their 
pinion. After what had been advanced by his right honourable 
friend, he would not ſay a word upon the ſubject in a conſtitutional 


In the world, he was well acquainted with the miſchief produced 

y the money ſent to the Emperor. The diſcounting of the bills 

Irawn for the purpoſe of remitting moncy to the Imperial troops, 

haſt ſwallowed up ſo much of the money of the Bank, as to compel 

that great body to narrow their diſcounts, and the Britiſh merchants 

ere made to ſuffer, that the German troops might be ſupplied. 

he remittances of the allied armies on the Continent had, in fact, 

been a great cauſe of the alarming ſcarcity of money laſt year, and 

pf moſt of the embarraſſments which had been experienced in the 
ommercial world. He next adverted to the profeſſions which had 
cen ſo recently made by Members of Parliament, of love and 

eſpect for the Conſtitution, and of regard and deference for the 

entiments of their conſtituents, which he hoped had not already 

wapgrated, a proof of which he hoped that gentlemen would give 

in the preſent evening. He profeſſed to be attached perſonally to 

0 man, nor to have any prejudice againſt any of the Members of 
\dminiſtration. He voted with Mr. Fox, as a friend to human 

appineſs, which was beſt ſecured by political liberty; and this 
vening he came down, to uſe the phraſe of the right honourable 
entleman, impregnated with the ſenſe of his conſtituents, which 
as this day fo fairly and decidedly given by the Common Hall. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT. Upon a queſtion ſo momentous and 
portant to me as is the preſent,” a queſtion relative to the propricty 
{ a tranſaction, in which I have had, perhaps, the largeſt ſhare, 
have, in the firſt inſtance, to requeſt from the candour and juſtice 
i the Houſe, that they will ſuſpend their deciſion on the merits of 
e caſe, till they hear the whole of the circumſtances with which it 
connected, and that they will not allow themſelves to form a 
gement from any partial diſcuſſion or imperfect repreſentation 
lich may have hitherto taken place. I have to requeſt that, diſ- 
ling every previous prepoſſeſſion, they may now be prepared to 

35 3B 2 | 


point of view. As the repreſentative of the firſt ccommercial city 
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inveſtigate the true nature and colour of the tranſaction as it ſhal 
appear from a view of all the particular details, with ſome d 
which it is probable they may not be acquainted, unleſs they have 
individually paid attention to aſcertain what are the principles of the 
Conſtitution on this point, and what arc the eſtabliſhet precedents 
and uſage of Parliament. The queſtion is of a nature which can 
only be decided by referring to the true principles and praQice of 
the Conſtitution. Whatever may be the private opinion of any 
Member, or whatever inftruGions he may have received from his 
eonſtituents, thoſe alone can form the proper grounds of deciſion, 
In the preſent inſtance, a full ſtatement of all the facts, and an er. 
amination of former precedents, as they apply to the principle d 
the tranſaction, remain as yet to be brought forward; and without 
theſe, it is difficult to conceive hew anv gentleman can have formed 
a fair ground of deciſion. There is, perhaps, not any queſtion en 


[Comwons, 


' which a Member ought to allow the decided diQates of his own 


conſcience and judgement to be ſuperſeded by the inſtructions of lis 
conſtituents; but if there is any cafe in which a Member oveht to 
be,part'eularly anxious to preſerve his right of private judgement, it 
is in the preſent inſtance, with reſpe& to a criminal charge, where 
he has not heard the defence, and where it is impcfſible it could 
have been heard by thoſe conſtituents from whom he may have re- 
ceived his inſtructions. In replying to the right honourable gentle. 
man on the preſent occaſion, it.is no longer neceſſary for me to con. 
tend againſt the admiſſion of a principle which, on a forme 
evening, he urged to its utmoſt extent. If we compare the rigour 
with which the principle was then aſſerted with the tone which | 
now-adopted, undoubtedly much time and waſte of argument att 
now ſaved by the conceſſion; nor is it my wiſh, by any unneceſlary 
eontenticn, to goad him into the aſſertion of his ſormer opinion, 
I have only to congratulate myſelf, that the reſult of his deliberation 
has bcen more favourable with reſpect to the conduct of Adminik 
tration in the preſent inſtance, and I truſt more conformable to it 
principles and practice of the Conſtitution. The right honourable 


gentlenian formerly aſſerted, that there was one thing which admit- 


ted of no exception in any inftance—the right of that Houſe in 
voting money for the public ſervice. In reviewing, however, lt 
praQice of the Conſtitution, he has found that it has been cuſtom} 
in die moſt approved times to have recourſe to extraordinarics, and 
that this proceeding has afterwards been uniformly approved i 
Parliament. The maxim which he before laid down, with 

to the right of the Houſe in diſpoſing of the public money, 


then ſtated without any qualification. That all grants of money 
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ſor the public ſervice muſt proceed from Parliament, is an undeni- 
able propoſition ; but in point of fact, it would be impoſſible to pro- 
ſeeute a war, to encounter any emergency, or to provide ſuitably 
for the public ſervice, unleſs extraordinaries were allowed. On 
this point I deſire to quote the hiſtory of the whole ſucceſſion of 
adminiſtrations, from the reign of King William to the preſent 
period, It will be found, that in proportion to the difficulty of the 
criſis, and the dangers with which the country was threatened from 
the ambition of France, it has been- fouid neceſſary to increaſe 
the rate of extraordinaries. I reft, then, the juſtification of the 
practice not on one or two ſolitary precedents, but on the uniform 
practice of the government of the country. The power of the 
Houſe of Commons over the public purſe 1s not crataped by any 
rigid, arbitrary, and unvarying rules: it is a power which is 
guided by a ſound diſeretion, and which admits in its exerciſe all 
theſe modifications which are conſiſtent with a prudent and well- 
regulated uſe of the public money. On this point, then, I have to 
defire you not to look to the recorded book of the Conſtitution, but 
to the nnwricten law of Parliament, to the ſpirit and letter of the 
Conſtitution, and to the tenor and context of the whole hiſtory of 
the country. * I ſtate this in order to ſhew how the beſt principles 
of the Conſtitution, if taken without the due modifications which 
have been introduced by the wiſdom of time, and ſanctioned by the 
practice of the moſt enlightened and virtuous Adminiſtrations, > 
may be carried to ſuch an exceſs as to condemn-every deviation” 
which may be found indiſpenſable for the ordinary purpoſes of Go- 
vernment, and which in particular ſituations may not only be ne- 
ceſſary but laudable. I cannot but remark, that when the right 
honourable gentleman came to ſtate his reaſons for not extending 
the extraordinaries too far, he cnlarged on the topic with ſo much 
more diſtinctneſs and force than he had diſcovered on any former 
part of the ſubject, that his objections ſeemed almoſt to do away 
the effect of the admiſſion which he had made in the former in- 
ſtance with reſpect to the nceeffity of extraordinaries. He re- 
marked, that every inſtance of extraordinaries placed the Houſe in 
the dilemma, cither of ſanctioning ſuch application of the public 
money, or of adopting a conduct which might be attended with in- 
juſtice to individuals, or be ultimately prejudieial to the public 
credit, Whatever might be the effect of the extraordinaries, 
Which were this night the ſubject of diſcuſſion, they certainly were 
not on that ſcore more liable to objection than other ſpecies"of ex- 
Tordinaries. Liable to ſuch refleion undoubtedly they were; 
but it was matter of queſtion how far, in ſuch an inſtance, the riſe! 
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of imputation ought not to be over-ruled by the more impericys 
confideration of the public ſafety * 

There is another topic, to which it is neceſſary to attend. Sing: 
the middle of the preſent century, Parliament have been in the 
habit of giving votes of credit, in order to meet any preſſing emer. 
gency or unforeſeen expence, leaving the Government reſponſible 
for the particular application of the tum ſo voted. I will net deny 
that an undue extenſion of the extraordinaries, or a too frequent re. 
currence to votes of credit, ought as much as poſſible to be avoided, 
and it has been my praQice, in addition to votes of credit, to bring 
forward, along with the ſervices of the year, an eſtimate of the c. 
pences which I thought likely to be incurred ; but I contend that 
unleſs the purport for which any ſum coming under this deſcription 
is applied by Adminiſtration, be itſelf unlawful, there can be ns 


illegality attached to the tranſaction. The nature of a vote of credit 


I conſider to be ſuch as gives a power to Adminiſtration to apply 
the ſum to any exigence that may occur, however new in its cir- 
cumſtances, or however little it might be in the contemplation of 
the Houſe at the time when that ſum was voted. There is there- 
fore no purpoſe of public utility, there is no caſe of preſſing emer- 
gency which can poſſibly occur, which does not come ſtrictly within 
the letter and ſpirit of a vote of credit, ſubject, however to thoſe 
conditions and principles which I ſhall now ſtate. Becauſe I a- 
ſert that there is no queſtion of the illegality of the tranſaction, co 
I therefore affirm that there is no reſponſibility on the part of Mi- 
niſters, that there is no conſtitutional duty which they owe to the 
country, that there is no deference to be paid to the wiſdom of Par- 
liament ? I am too well acquainted with the nature of the ſituation 
in which I ſtand, and too ſenſible of the obligations which I owe 
to the public, ever to have adopted ſuch language, or to have enter- 
tained ſuch feeling. I am well aware that every diſtribution 
public money adopted by Miniſters is a matter of legal diſcuſſion, 
ſubje& to the reviſion and the controul of Parliament, and that 
their vigilance in reſpecting ſuch diſtribution becomes even more 
neceſſary in proportion to the extent of the ſum, and the emergency 
of the erifis. I have only to requeſt, that in diſcuſſing the propriety 
of the diſtribution, Parliament will not forget that emergency which 


rendered the meaſure neceſſary. But I do not mean to ſtop with 


merely vindicating the propriety and expediency of the meaſure; | 
will admit that if at the time that the vote of credit was demanded, 
Miniſters foreſaw any ſource of important and permanent expence 
which was likely ſoon to occur, and which could admit to be pre- 
ciſely ſtated and publicly divulged without any danger to the in- 
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tereſt of the community, they ought not to delay in making the 
communication. Undoubtedly Miniſters were ſubject to a ſtrict 
reſponſibility in the diſtribution of public money, and were bound 
to act with a ſound diſcretion. They were bound to confider how 
far they might ſafely communicate the object of expence, to appre- 
ciate the riſk to be incurred, ro conſult for the beſt intereſt of the 
public, and to decide how far the advantage likely to be atchicved 
was adequate to the ſacrifice which muſt neceſſarily be made on the 
part of the country. If in the preſent inſtance Miniſters have 
departed from thoſe principles, if they have loſt ſight of any of 
thoſe objects, which if it be the caſe, I can at leaſt affirm, has not 
been ſo willingly, but from an error of judgement, they muſt ſtill 
remain ſubject to the cenſure of the Houſe. Whatever has been 
the utility and importance of the ſervice atchieved, and however 
irreſiſtible the impreſſion upon their own minds which dictated the 
meaſure they adopted, they are certainly entitled to cenſure, if they 
have in any reſpec deviated from the line of ſound diſcretion. The 
right honourable gentleman has thought proper to reſcrve his opinion 
with reſpect to the meaſure ; but declared that for the ſake of argu- 
ment, he would admit it to be uſeful. He aſſerted that whether 
uſeful or not, the force of his argument to expoſe the miſchievous 
tendency ok the principle would not at all be weakened. He ad- 
mitted that extraordinaries were matter of indiſpenſable neceſſity, 
and yet was at ſo much pains to point out the danger of the prac- 
tice, as almoſt to do away the effect of his admiſſion. I certainly 
eonfider every expence incurred without the authority of Parliament, 
as in ſome reſpect objectionable; if the ſupply required amounts 
to a large ſum, if it is wanted for a peculiar ſervice likely to be 
permanent, and which may bear ſafely to be divulged, it ought un- 
queſtionably in the firſt inſtance to be ſubmitted to the ſanction and 
approbation of Parliament. But if the neceſſity of the ſupply is 
Increaſed by the difficulty of the circumſtances under which it muſt 
be granted; if to divulge the object would be attended with danger; 
and either the leaſt eligible mode of granting the money muſt be 
adopted, or the ſervice itſelf relinquiſhed ; is it fair to put the 
utility and importance of the operations achieved under thoſe cir- 
cumſtances altogether out of the queſtion ? With reſpe& to the 
ſums granted to the Emperor, one thing is evident, that the mea- 
ſure which has been adopted has ſucceeded, which, if attempted in 
any other way, might in all probability have failed of its object. 

ak gentlemen, what are their own feelings in the preſent mo- 
ment with reſpect to the ſituation of the country in the preſent con- 
lt? and what are their proſpect to the accompliſhment of peace 
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bonus Dre 
on ternis confiftent with the honour and intereſt of Great Britain! 

And I requeſt them to look back to the months of July and Augyg meal 
when the French were purſuing their triumphant career with 2 than 
impetuoſity which ſeemed to defy all oppoſition, and to threaten w=_ 
the general ſubjugation of Europe, If they look to the circum. __ 
ſtances of that period, how different muſt have been the proſped; I wil 
which they then entertained from thoſe which we may now indulge, — 
in the improved ſtate of the affairs of our allies. Let them con. — 
template the flow, firm, meaſured and magnanimous retreat of the — 
gallant Auſtrian army, and the conſequences which followed from * 
a retreat only calculated to enſure the ſucceſs of their future open. = | 
tions. Will they then aſk themſelves, dry as the queſtion may be, 8 
when ſo animated a ſubject is preſented to the mind, how far the 1 

aſſurance of the aid which this country was diſpoſed to grant, n = 
have invigorated the ſpirit of a country making its utmoſt efforts to _ 
reſiſt an invading foe, how, far it may have given confidence 4 * 
their reſources, and enabled them to proſecute that line of operation; -q 7 
which has been attended with - ſuch diſtinguiſhed ſucceſs * With 4 my 
theſe conſiderations in his view, is there any man who can regard 1 
as a matter of conſequence, whether the expence of goo, ocol. 10 "Pp 
1, 200, ogol. has been incurred to the country Is there any man 9 — 
who can queſtion the propriety of the ſum allotted for the objed, 7 F 
and would be willing, for the ſake of fo paliry a ſaving, to give up abieg 
our ſhare in promoting a ſervice, which has terminated ſo honour- = l : 
ably for the character of our allics, and ſo beneficially for the ge- 4 
neral intcreſts of Europe? Who would not rejoice that he ws an 
admitted into partnerſhip ſo illuſtrious, and accompanied with fur "Ru 
brilliant ſueceſs? 1 * Gy 
| cc Ie exredite Lesbon, tion wa 
Me Tenedon, Chryſenque, & Cyllan Apoliinis urbes, already 
Et Scyron cepiſſe. Mea concuiia putate circular 
fProcubuiſſe ſolo Lyrnefia mania dextra.” before t 
We have beſides to conſider, that whatever in this inſtance hs and affe 
been given, has only been lent to a power whom we have no reaſon Tous de 
to diſtruſt. Even if a ſum had been given to a much larger amoum, It was, 
it would ſurely have been amply repaid by the ſucceſs which has * tobe ci; 
tended the exertions of cur allies, and the important 2dvantags n the ſe 
which have been gained to the common cauſe. In the courſe & Wrcv«c t 
diſcuſiion on this ſubject, frequent mention has been made of tit Nat it v 
opinion of the publie. The public are not ſo dead or ſo inſenſile ow me 
as either to be ignorant of the advantages which have been obtain nder 
or unorateful towards thoſe to whoſe gallant exertions they are . ances t 
debted on the preſent oecaſion, There is not a man, even pon 
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meaneſt individual in the country, who will not feel himſelf more 
than repaid for the ſmall quota which he will be required to bring 
forward in aid of the public ſervice, by the important benefits which 
have been ſecured to the general intereſt of Europe. There is not, 
| will venture to ſay, an Engliſhman who does not feel the moſt 
ardent ſympathy with the magnanimity, the reſources, the ſpirit and 


exertions, and who does not rejoice that the contributions of Eng- 
land have been brought forward in aid of operations which have 
been equally marked by their gallantry and ſucceſs. It never was 
in my contemplation, under the ſanction of a vote of credit, to ad- 
vance for a particular object all the ſums voted for the ſervice of the 
year, At the very period that the vote of credit was brought for- 
ward, a reſerve was expreſsly made for a loan to the Emperor to a 
much greater amount than the whole of the vote of credit, What 
is the inference from this circumſtance, but that His Majeſty's Mi- 
niſters were deeply impreſſed with the propriety of making large ad- 
yances to Auſtria, to enable it to ſupport the operations neceſſary 
for the common cauſe * With what other view could it be ſup- 
poſed that Government would propoſe a loan which could only tend 
to embarraſs their other operations of finance? When the vote 
of credit was brought forward, they ſaw all the importance of the 
object, and thought proper to announce their intention to bring it 
forward in a diſtin ſhape. From the peculiar circumſtances of 
the time, the particular period at which it might be eligible to bring 
it forward appeared then to be doubtful. Some doubt aroſe from 
the negociations which were then going on between His Majeſty 
and his ally, the Emperor, with reſpect to terms. Much heſita- 
tion was alſo felt from the extraordinary drain of money which had 
already taken place, and which had occafioned in conſequence a 
circulating medium. It was ſuppoſed that it would be ſome time 
before the influx of trade would be ſuch as to ſupply the deficiency, 
and afford a ſuitable accommodation to thoſe intereſted in the va- 
nous details of that extenſive commerce conducted in this country. 
It was, therefore, doubted how far a loan to the Emperor, under 
ole circumſtances, would in the firſt inſtance be praQicable ; and 
n the ſecond inſtance, how far it would be prudent and ſafe. With 
Feſpet to the credit of the country, I was ſanguine enough to hope 
hat it would be reſtored to its proper channel in ſufficient time to 
allow me to bring forward a vote for a ſeparate loan to the Emperor. 
nder that opinion I took ſteps to authoriſe ſome temporary ad- 
ances to be made for the ſervice of the Auſtrian troops; I was 
* in my vicw of public credit being brought back to that 
OL. I. 3 3 C ä . 


perſeverance which have been diſplayed by Auſtria in her recent 
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ſituation in which it would have been prudent to have propoſed the 
meaſure of a ſeparate loan to the Emperor. The campaign ws 
on the point of opening, and could not wait either for a more de. 
nitive arrangement of terms, or for a more favourable turn in the 
proſpects of this country. In order to give efficacy to any aid that 
might be granted, it was neceſſary it ſhould be iminediate. Parliz. 
ment was drawing towards its concluſion, and it was impoſſible then 
to bring forward the diſcuſſion of a loan to the Emperor. All 
thoſe who now argue againſt this meaſure, at that time contended 
that a public loan to the Emperor was impoſſible. Will they nor 
tell me chat a private remittance was impoſſible ? The one ha 
taken place, and has been found to be productive of the happieſ 
effects. The other has not been tried, becauſe Miniſters adopted 
the conviction then avowed by thoſe honourable gentlemen, that, 
under the particular circumſtances of the caſe, the meaſure was im. 
poſſible. In the mean time the ſituation of the country, in a pecu- 
niary point of view, has undoubtedly become more favourable, |! 
am now enabled to ſtate the opinion of thoſe who were in the firl 


amoun 
the laf 
of the 
tion, a 
ſum to 
make i 
other h 
appeare 
but to c 
great d 


the em 
inſtance moſt adverſe to a public loan, and who now feel that the fat 4 
preſent mode of granting aid to our ally, has not only reduced the it tends 
inconvenience of ſuch a meaſure, but has not in the ſmalleſt degree 3 
deprived the country of any advantage that could have been expected hve 
to flow from the increaſe of its trade and its general ſituation; it ie 
has not prevented that ſituation from having been greatly improei Wc. . 
by the events which have ſince taken place. At the mecting Fl which n 
the preſent Parliament, thoſe with whom I was in the habits dꝗ N conduct 
confidential intercourſe, will be enabled to ſtate to the Houſe, that! valuable 
looked with the utmoſt anxiety to the period when I ſhould be em- proporti 
bled to make to the Houſe the communication of every ſtep that Jour ow 
had taken place in the buſineſs. Yet in all this the right honou- Wc: 
able gentleman ſees nothing but a deliberate intention to violate ti cious to 
rights of Parliament. He can perceive no ſymptom of a wife tereſt; 


fave Germany and Great Britain from the imminent dangers vill ancther, 
which they were threatened. He thinks that we have only avail mouth, t 
ourſelves of the opportunity to conceal our attempt againſt the Cor been ade 
ſtitution under the cover of the glory of the Auſtrian arms; but | object v 
muſt remind him that this reſolution to ſupport the arms of d reproach; 
allies was taken at no moment of brilliant ſucceſs ; that it was . Parliame 
fluenced by no deluſive phantom of military glory; it was taken a ffect wh 
a moment when the proſpects of this country and our allies vi" ne |; its 
the moſt diſcouraging. In adopting this reſolution at ſuch am on which 
ment Miniſters gave a pledge of their ſincere attachment to th Inſtance, 
country, and of their firm determination to ſupport its beſt _ Ough 
They were not ignorant of the conſequences of their conduth 
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the riſk of thoſe meaſures they adopted, and the refponſibility which 
attached to themſelves from the event. In that ſituation they were 
called upon to decide ; and both the teſtimony of their former op- 

nents and of monied men might be brought to prove, that they 
had adopted that line of eonduct which was moſt ſafe and prudent 
for the country. In point of reaſoning it might appear, that there 
was no obvious difference between a loan in one way to a ftated 
amount, and a regular vote in a Committee of Supply. But, in 
the laſt inſtance, what muſt have happened * All the circumſtances 
of the caſe muſt, in conſequence, have come under the eonſidera- 
tion, and a ſuitable proviſion have been made. To make up the 
ſum to the extent of the exigency, it might have been neceſſary to 
make it up beyond the preſent ability of the country. Tf, on the 
other hand, it was determined to grant to the leaſt amount of what 
appeared to be required by the occaſion, what would this have been 
but to confeſs to Europe, and, above all, to confeſs to our enemy, the 
great difficulties under which you laboured, and to ſhew that by 
the embarraſſments of your own ſituation you were compelled to 
ſtint the acknowledged wants of your ally? Such a conduct, while 
it tended to difpirit and weaken your allics, muſt at the ſame time 
have given additional vigour to the operations of your enemies, and 
have induced them to perſevere in a conteſt in which they might 
ultimately hope for ſucceſs from the exhauſted ſtate of your re- 
ſources. Strong as theſe conſiderations are, they are not the ſtrongeſt 
which may be urged on the preſent occaſion, in juſtification of the 
conduct of Miniſters. You undoubtedly perform a faithful and 
valuable duty, when you grant to your ally an aſſiſtance at once 
proportioned to the extent of his emergency, and the neceſſity of 
your own ſituation. But how is this degree of aſſiſtance to be ap- 
preciated, or how is it to be granted fo as- to render it fully effica- 
clous to your ally, with the leaſt poſſible ſacrifice to your own in- 
tereſt ? When you weigh your own neceſſity in one ſeale and his in 
another, you are not ſurely to watch. the beam from mouth to 
mouth, till the ſcale is transferred to his hands. Had this meaſure 
been adopted in the ſhape and mode which has been ſuggeſted, the 
object would have been defeated. Are Government, then, to be 
eproached with having preferred their own judgement to that of 
aliament ? They ſaw a mode of conveying that aſſiſtance with 
eck which, if attempted in another way, might have been doubt- 
ul in its operation, and they adopted it with ſucceſs. The options 
on which they were called to determine, and which in the preſent 
Inſtance, are ſubmitted to the decifion of the Houſe, were theſe: 
Ought you to yield to the preflure of temporary difficulty, and 
; 3C2 + 
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te abandon your ally at a moment when ſuch a ſtep may be dd. Vith 
4 five of his fate? Ought you, on the other hand, completely t 
<« pledge yourſelves to grant a pecuniary aſſiſtance which, in the ceſto 
« firſt inſtance, may be attended with conſiderable inconvenience, 
“and the influence of which, on the future courſe of events, you prin 
« are unable to aſcertain ?” A deciſion having been adopted hy 
Miniſters to make ſome temporary advances, the ſupplies that have forei 
ſubſequently taken place have been granted on the ſame prigciple 
The utmoſt emphaſis has been laid by the opponents of this meaſure 
on the enumeration of the different ſums advanced, according tothe 
date in which they appear in the account of cxtraordinaries. But of K 
can there be a man ſo ſuperficially acquainted with the nature d 
ſuch a tranſaction, as to ſuppoſe that this enumeration of dates has 
any thing to do with reſpect to the extent of the aſſiſtance afforded the n 
to Auſtria * Was it to be ſuppoſed that the conduct of Auſtria, no. 
withſtanding the ſtorm that menaced deſtruction to Europe, in ſub- durin 
duing adverſity and retrieving proſperity, was not ſuch as ought t 
demand an efficaciqus and continued ſupport from this country! 
Could it be ſuppoſed that the principle, when once adopted, would ſearel 
not be acted upon, ſo far as it united two objects the moſt important 
the pecuniary ſecurity of England and the ſafety of the territories 
of Auſtria? Our conduct, then, in granting theſe ſums, is not v find 11 
be traced to October or November, it is to be traced back to the pence: 
period of difficulty and danger; nor is any inference to be daun 
from the circumſtance of dates, that we preferred our own judgement occurr 
to that of Parliament. Our determination was formed at a time There 
when it was impoiſible that the ſenſe of Parliament could be pr 
perly taken, or that the ſubject could be ſafely brought forward. | | 
has been ſaid, that we ought to have aſked the opinion of Parliament alſo th 
with reſpect to each ſum that was ſeparately advanced. I leaveto Empe 
the Houſe to determine, whether in this way it would have ben 
poſſible to have formed a fair judgement, either with reſpec to t and nc 
aſſiſtznce neceſſary to be granted, or the advantages to be dee no lig 
from our co- operation. But how have we acted ? So long as fe caſio 
meaſure was doubtful we kept the reſponſibility to ourſelves. Me ſubjed 
afforded a pledge of our attachment to the country, by incurring il 
the riſk of a meaſure which, though dictated by the fincereſt regard 
for its intereſt, was at the ſame time uncertain in its iſſue. We Emper 
waited for the proper period till we could ſtate the meaſure in 5B 2nd gl 
full extent to the Houſe, the nature of the ſervices to which it ha 
been applied, and the effects which it has produced. It will rem 
for the Houſe, judging of ſo material a part of national expendit i May be 
and ſtill more eſſential in the view of national policy, to deci oy! 
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ith refpet to our conduct. But I ſhould do injuſtice to this ſub- 
jet, if I did not put the Houſe in mind of the practice of our an- 
ceſtors in former caſes of a ſimilar nature, and enable them to com- 
pare the conduct adopted on the preſent occaſion with the eſtabliſhed 
principles and practice of the Conſtitution. 

[ have heard it afferted, that applying the vote of credit for 
foreign troops is unprecedented ; but, Sir, I can with ſafety ſtate, 
that ſince the time of the Revolution to the preſent moment, not 
only extraerdinaries, but votes of credit continually occur in a 
ſimilar manner. Such was the caſe in the beginning of the reign 
of King William. I requeſt the right honourable gentleman will 
take the trotble of turning to the Journals in 1701. He will find 
in that year, amongſt the article of extraordinaries, the intereſt of 
the money borrowed by His Majeſty for the pay of foreign troops. 
He will find that money was provided for, which had been granted 


b- during the receſs of Parliament to foreign troops, and even to the 
0 Swediſh ſuccours which King William had borrowed. If the 
ö right honourable gentleman will be at the pains of proſecuting his 


ſearch, he will find, in the reign of Queen Anne, extraordinaries 
of the ſame nature ; and that at a period as highly favourable to 
conſtitutional principles as any other period in our hiſtory, He will 
find in the years 1704 and 1705, ſubſidies and extraordinary ex- 
pences for foreign troops which had not been previouſly provided for 
by Parliament. In the year 1706 a precedent ſo very remarkable 
occurred, that I will deſire it to be read in the courſe of the debate. 
There was laid beforc the Houſe an account of three ſeparate ſums, 
a remittance to the Duke of Savoy, a loan to the Emperor of 
Germany, and a ſubſidy to the Landgrave of Heſie. There was 
alſo the ſtriking feature in the tranſaction, that the ſubſidy to the 


Emperor was not granted from the preſſure of any immediate ne- 
n eeſſity during a receſs, but was ſent before the end of a ſeſſion, 
he and not brought forward till the enſuing ſeſſion; the journals afforded 


ed no light with reſpe& to any debate which had taken place on the 
he occaſion ; but it appeared that ſome diſcuſſion had ariſen on the 
Ne ſubje& ; for the grant of the different ſums had not only been made 
al WF £00d, but a ſpecific reſolution had paſſed the Houſe, that the ſums 
ad which had been incurred had been applied for the benefit of the 
IL Emperor, the preſervation of the Duke of Savoy, and the intereſt 
is 


and glory of Europe. Again, Sir, we meet with precedents of a 
nature equally cogent, recorded on the journals of the Commons in 
1706, 1707, and 1712; and I dare ſay many other inſtances 
may be found, particularly the exceedings paid to the Duke of 
daroy in the year 1718, during the reign of George the Firſt. 
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A general vote was then paſſed, to enable His Majeſty to mak 
ſuch augmentation of his forces, and to take ſuch troops into hi 
pay, and to empower him to pay for them accordingly, as the ge. 
neral exigency of public affairs migb a7p2yc t him to require, 
If ſuch, then, had been the nature © the vote of credit, at the 
period I allude to, and if it has con.nuica ever ſince the lame, ] 
truſt, Sir, it does not call for peculiar exertions to prove to the 
fatisfaQion of the Houſe, that the meaſure now under confideration 
is ſtrictly conformable to the practice followed by Government, and 
ſandtioned by the reſolutions of the Houſe of Commons. With 
retp<ct to the vote of credit which paſſed in 1718, and u hich en. 
bled His Majeſty to take ſuch troops into his ſervice and pay them, 
according to the general exigeney of affairs, it follows, that His 
Majeſty was authorized by that vote to employ and pay forcign 
troops, as well as the forces of the country. It was ſtated gene. 
rally, and the term foreign was conſequently comprehended in that 
ſtatement. Again, in the year 1734, a general vote of credit 
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paſſed this Houſe, to enable the Government to apply ſums of 


money to ſuch meaſures as the cxigencies of affairs might require. 
There is another precedent which bears a ſingular analogy to the 


prefent queſtion, and the prefent time, if we confider the manner in 


which the ſubjeQ is now brought forward. In 1742, a marked 
iſſue was made of a ſum of money to the Commander of the Im. 
perial army, for the expreſs purpoſe of putting his forces in moticn 
this meaſure took place during the adminiſtration of Mr. Pel- 
ham, of whole integrity and attachment to the Conſtitution no 
doubt can be entertained, and under whoſe wiſe and prudent na- 
nagement this country enjoyed a ſtate of proſperity unexampled in 
former periods. Upon that occaſion, a meaſure ſimilar to what has 
been propoſed this night was brought forward in the Houſe. | 
was moved that the advancing money upon ſuch an occaſion was a 
miſapplication of the public treaſure, and ſubverſive of the princi. 
ples of the Conſtitution. This motion was got rid of by the pre- 
vious queſtion ; on the ground, that if the aid had been denied 
upon that occaſion, it would have been injurious to the ſucceſs of the 
Auſtrian troops. The vote of cenſure againſt the Miniſter va 
then amended by a reſolution to leave out the cenſure, and to ſub- 


ſtitute, that theſe advances had been neceſſary to put the Auſtrian 


troops into motion, and that the meaſure was of great important 
and benefit to the common cauſe. When we compare this prect- 
dent with the queſtion now before the Houſe, and ſee the cloſe ſe 
ſemblance there is between the one and the other, I truſt no gentle 
man will heſitate in being of opinion, that, the ground of cha 
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dow brought forward againſt me, is nothing more than what has 
been the approved practice of the Britiſh Government even in the 
beſt period of its hiſtory. Such as I have now ſtated was the con- 
guct of our anceſtors on oecaſions ſimilar to the preſent, and ſuch 
their view with reſpect to the policy which ought to be adopted by 
Adminiſtration. When they compare the period of 1742 with 
the criſis of 1796, it will remain for the Houſe to determine what 
dcifion they ought to form in the preſent inſtance. I will now 
call to gentlemen's recollection, tranſactions that have happened 
nearer to our own times. Practices of this kind were adopted in 
the laſt war; and in the year 1787, amidſt all the heat of con- 
tcading parties, the advances made by Government for the preſer- 
vation of Holland, were unanimouſly approved by the Houſe. 
Perhaps I may not be permitted to ſtate thoſe proceedings which 
met the approbation of the laſt Parliament; for thoſe gentlemen 
who are in the conſtant habit of oppoſing the meaſures of Govern- 
ment, and who have lately uſed as little ceremony towards the 
memory of that Parliament, as they have to the character of His 
lajeſty's Miniſters, will not admit of any thing as a precedent 
hich might have been adopted by them. It will, however, be 
judged by poſterity, how far that Parliament did violate the rights 
of the People, or the liberties of the Conſtitution. The vigilant 
minority which framed a part of that Parliament, ſuffered extraor- 
enaries to be voted without any oppoſition. The treaties of ſub- 
lidy to the King of Sardinia and the Landgrave of Heſſe Caſſel, as 
they were concluded juſt before the end of a ſeſſion, and not made 
good till the enſuing ſeſſion, ſtood in preciſely the ſame predica- 
ment with the ſums granted to the Emperor. I muſt now put the 
fight honourable gentleman in mind of a tranſaction which is nor 
ar removed from the preſent day. In the year 1795, a loan of 
4,500,000l. was guaranteed to the Emperor by this Houſe. It 
wil not be forgotten, that the firſt intimation of that loan was no- 
tied to this Houſe in February, 1795; in conſideration of which, 
lus Imperial Majeſty was to keep an army of 200,000 men in 
pttual ſervice, In His Majeſty's meſſage to this Houſe on that 
ubjeR, it was ſtated that there were to be included in that loan 
uch certain advances made in the Autumn before to the Auſtrian 

y, the particular amount of which was not ſtated ; and the 
ouſe returned an anſwer, that the loan was adviſable + but the 
"an was not made till May. In one interval, nothing was faid of 
ances, only the right honourable gentleman made a motion for 
ſtatement of the particular ſums, the account of which was now 
he table. This ſhewed that the attention of the Houſe was 
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drawn by Mr. Fox to the tranſaction, which was exactly of the (ans 
kind as the preſent: 250, oool. were advanced in February, un 
; 300,000. in May, and were made good of this loan. Thou, 
the policy of making the loan was debated, and conteſted violenh 
and nothing omitted that could embarraſs Government, not a wa 
was faid of the advances before the loan, though the right honoy. 
able gentleman could not then be ſo ignorant of the principle d 
the Conſtitution, which he now enforced, as to preclude deliben. 
tion upon it. In the repeated diſcuſſion, which then took place a 
the ſubject, in no inſtance was the meaſure attacked on the ſcore d 
its unconſtitutional tendency. All the objections were urged t 


the propriety and expedicncy of the meaſure, and fo far the prin. would, 
ple ſeemed to have their acquieſcence and teſtimony in its favou, mult d 
If ſuch be the caſe, ſaiu the Chancellor of the Exchequer, I aſk, n kr this 
what principles of juſtice a criminal charge can now be brout = ou 
againſt me, for merely having followed the uniform tenor of prece- [ 
dent, and the cfiabliſhed line of practice? By what interprets tt Ho 
tion of a candid and liberal mind can I be judged guilty of an a. Wile 
tempt wantonly to violate the Conſtitution? I appeal to the right ach 
honourable gentleman himſelf, who is not the laſt to contend fir in 
the delicacy which ought to be uſed in imputing criminal motives ty mult { 
any individual, and to urge in the ſtrongeſt terms, the attention x 

conſult 


which ought to be ſhewn to the candid and impartial adminiſtration 
of juſtice. In what country do we live? and by what principle 
are we to be tried? by the maxims of natural juſtice and confiit- mul 
tional law, or by what new code of ſome revolutionary tribunal! 
Not longer than a year and a half ſince the ſame principle ms 
adopted, and ſuffered to paſs without any animadverſion; and now wy tha 
9 J 
at a eriſis of ten- fold importance, and where the meaſure has mt 
out- run the exerciſe of a ſound diſcretion, it is made the found: | have 
tion of a criminal charge. ,We are accuſed with a dirc& and 
| wanton attack upon the Conſtitution. It is not ſuppoſed that Vt 
have been actuated by any but the blackeſt and moſt malignall 
motives. We are not allowed the credit of having felt any 2 
for the intereſt of our country, nor of thoſe advantages which te 
meaſure has produced to the common cauſe. There is anode 
part of this meaſure, on which I think it neceſſary to make # 
obſervation or two : The army of the Prince of Conde, which hs 
been alluded to, has been underſtoud as acting in concert with 
Emperor for the defence of Germany. It is ſaid, that the ſuis 
advanced for the army ought to be the ſubject of an eſtimate beſo 
hand. I believe, as far as I can recolle& the tranſaction, tha 
there never was any permanent engagement made on the pan 
. 2 | 
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Great Britain for the maintenance of that corps, which had always 
been ſubject to variation as to the ſuccours that have at different 
imes been ſent to them; and this was done on the ground, that 
f the ſervices of the corps ſhould not be required, they were not to 
be uſcd at all, or maintained by this country. I ſhall next ſay a 
fy words on the ſubject of the payment of the dividends due upon 
the Auſtrian loan. It is obvious, that if the Emperor has applied 
to us for freſh ſuccours, and we have given them, we by the ſame 
10 render him better able to pay the intereſt of the loan. But if 
we were to ſend him ſums for the proſccution of the war, and he 
gin to ſend ſums to this country for the payment of intereſt, there 
would, in that caſe, be a double remittance, and the difficulties 
muſt be thereby increaſed. It was more eaſy, therefore, to account 
for this intereſt by the money which was to be furniſhed ; and thus 
the general balance of the account was effected. 

| have now weighed the whole merits of the tranſaction before 
the Houſe, and with them I am well content to leave the deciſion. 
While we claim a fair conſtruction of the principles and intentions 
which have guided our conduct, if it ſhall appear that it has in 
the ſmalleſt inſtance deviated from any conſtitutional principle, we 
muſt ſubmit to the conſequence, whatever be the cenſure or puniſh- 
ment. It is our duty, according to the beſt of our judgement, to 
conſult for the intereſt of the country: it is your ſacred and peculiar 
truſt to preſerve inviolate the principles of the Conſtitution, I 
ww myſelf upon your juſtice, prepared in every caſe to ſubmit to 
your decition ; but with conſiderable confidence, that I ſhall expe- 
nence your approbatibn, If I ſhould be diſappointed, I will not. 
ſay that the diſappointment will not be heavy, and the mortification 
ſevere ; but at any rate it will be to me matter of conſolation, that 


g have not, from any apprehenſion of perſonal conſequences, neg- 
4 lected to purſue that line of conduct, which I conceived to be 
2 eſſential to the intereſts of the country and of Europe. But while 
4 I bow with the moſt perfect ſubmiſſion to the determination of the 
1 Houſe, I cannot but remark on the extraordinary language which 
be has been uſed on this queſtion. Miniſters have been broadly ac- 
* euſed with a wanton and a malignant deſire to violate the Conſtitu- 
bon; it has been ſtated that no other motive could poſſibly have 
„ vated their conduct. If a charge of ſuch malignant intention 
he had been brought againſt men, who have affirmed the preſent war to 
* be neither juſt nor neceſſary, and who on that ground cannot be ſup- 
7 poſed friendly to its ſucceſs, who have extolled, nay, even exulted 
a. the prodigies of French valour; who have exclaimed, againſt the 
ee of bringing to trial perſons who had aſſociated to gverawe 
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the Legiſlature ; who were anxious to expoſe and aggravate even 
defect of the Conſtitution ; to reprobate every meaſure adopted { 
its preſervation, and to obſtruct every proceeding of the Executize 
Government to enſure the ſucceſs of our conteſt in which we ar 
engaged in common with our allies : I ſay, if ſuch a charge of ce. 
liberate and deep-rooted malignity were brought againſt perſons 
this deſcription, I ſhould conteive that even then the rules of can. 
did and charitable interpretation would induce us to heſitate in 2d. 
mitting its reality, much more when it is brought againſt ind. 
viduals, whoſe conduct, I truſt, has exhibited the reverſe of th 
picture I have now drawn. I appeal to the juſtice of the Houſe; 
I rely on their candour ; but, to gentlemen who can ſuppoſe M. 
niſters capable of thoſe motives which have been imputed to then 
on this occaſion, it muſt be evident that I can defire to make ng 
ſuch appeal. 
Mr. BRAGGE went over the ſame ground of argument and 
precedents which had been adopted by the Chancellor of the Ex. 
chequer. He ſaid, that with regard to the confidence which was 
placed in the Miniſters of the Crown, and ſo much and ſo fre 
quently declaimed againſt in that Houſe, it was right to diſtinguiſh 
between it and that ſort of individual confidence, to which ſome c 
the anĩmadverſions might, on many occaſions, more juſtly apply. 
The confidence repoſed in the executive ſervants of Government, 
was of a public and conſtitutional nature, to be exerciſed for thr 
benefit of the Public, and for the uſc or abuſe of which, they wer 
reſponſible to that Houſe. This confidence was far- from beim 
unknown in the general adminiſtration of Government; for ſure! 
Miniſters might with as good, if not much better reaſon, be truſte 
with the diſpoſal of this vote of credit, ſubje afterwards to the r. 
viſion and approbation of Parliament, than the ſecret-ſervict 
money ; for no account whatever could be demanded of them. 

Parliament, in paſſing that vote, was ſenſible that the public ſervic 
, weuld be liable to exigencies which could not at that moment be 
foreſeen, and the money was made generally applicable to any ei- 
gencies which might ariſe. The ſituation of our principal and tru) 
faithful ally produced that exigency ; the ſtate of public credit . 
quired, that the mode in which aſſiſtance was conveyed to hin 
ſhould not be generally canvaſſed or publicly known, and thok 
combined circumſtances brought on the neceſſity which fully juſt 
fied the Miniſter in the meaſures he ſo ſucceſsfully, and, in I 
mind, meritoriouſly adopted. This neceſſity, however, was i 
matized by the opponents of the Miniſter as the tyrant's ple; 
whereas tyrants, in fact, ſeldom condeſcended to uſe any plea a il. 
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Theſe, indeed, were only employed by the Miniſters of a free 
people, entruſted with adminiſtering their affairs to the beſt ad- 
vantage, and to the utmoſt of their abilities, ſubject to be called 
ifrerwards to account for their conduct, whatever it might be. So 
placed, and being neceſſarily inveſted with a conſiderable portion of 
diſcretion, it was their buſineſs to look more to the ſpirit than the 
letter of their powers; for many things would require, in the pro- 
oreſs of events, to be acted upon more liberally than may, perhaps, 
be warranted by a rigorous conſtruction of the letter of any public 
intrudion to which diſcretion was annexed. He aſked the gentle- 
men of Oppoſition, whether they would be content to have this 
money that had been ſent to the Emperor reſtored to the Treaſury, 
and would rather ſee the French marching up to Vienna? Upon 
the whole, his opinion was, that the conduct of the Miniſter, ſo 
far from meriting cenſure, was highly deſerving of the gratitude of 
the nation; but at the ſame time he was deſirous that the proceed- 
ing, dictated by neceſſity, ſhould not be drawn into precedent in fu- 
ture, notwithſtanding the auſpicious conſequences with which it was 
now attended. He would with this view propoſe a reſolution to 
the Houſe, the object of which would be to guard, on the one hand, 
the privileges of the Houſe ; and on the other, to pay a due reſpect 
to the ſervices performed by Miniſters, whom he could not help ad- 
miring for their magnanimity and ſervices to their country. He 
would, therefore, move, as an amendment to the motion made by the 
right honourable gentleman, to lcave out from the firſt word 
That,“ and to inſert, “the meaſure of advancing the ſeveral 
* {ums of money, which appear from the accounts preſented to the 
„ Houſe in this ſeſſion of Parliament, to have been iſſued for the 
* ſervice of the Emperor, though not to be drawn into precedent, 
but upon occaſions of ſpecial neceſſity, was, under the peculiar 
* cireumitances of the caſe, a juſtifiable and proper excrciſe of the 
* diſeretion veſted in His Majeſty's Miniſters by the vote of credit, 
*and calculated to produce conſequences, which have proved 
highly advantageous tothe common cauſe, and to the general in- 
* tereſts of Europe.“ 

Mr. THORNTON ſaid, an honourable gentleman had al- 
luded to the conduct of the Bank. They, upon a view of the exiſt- 
ing circumſtances, tated, that a loan to the Emperor at that period 
would be attended with unpleaſant circumftances. Large payments 
bad been made to the army, and they thought it their duty to de- 
Clare, that until the country had retrieved itſelf, they were unani- 
mouſly of opinion that the loan to the Emperor could not be ad- 
Yanced, Upon this laſt loan of eighteen millions, he had the evi- 
19 23 
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dence of Mr. Morgan in ſtating, there was no conſideration for the 
Imperial loan. In regard to the ſtatement of the honourable gen. 
tleman (Mr. Combe), reſpecting diſcounts, he could controvert what 
he had ſtated, for the laſt year the Bank diſcounted very largely 
with regard to the preſent queſtion, he at firſt felt ſome difficult, 
whether a bill of indemnity wculd not be proper, but he was non 
convinced that the meaſure did not ſtand in need of ſuch juſt. 
cation. 

Mr. Alderman COMBE explained. 

Mr. Alderman LUSHINGTON declared, that he ſhould no 
bave riſen, but particular circumſtances called upon him for a fey 
remarks. It was true that there had been a meeting of his con- 
ſtituents that day, as was ſtated by his colleague, and a large mn. 
Jority of that Common Hall had reſolved to give their inſtructions 
to ſupport a motion for cenſuring the Minifters. For his part he 
thought it neceſſary to obſerve, that not one ſixth part of the Livers. 
men of London were preſent at that meeting; and he believed it 
would appear from recent inſtances, that the authority of a Common 
Hall in the city would be ſoon ſuperſeded if an appeal ſhould be 
made to the Livery at large. He did declare that day to his con- 
ſtituents, that he would not be directed by any authority in his vote; 


[Commogg, 


but give his verdict when he ſhould hear the whole of the cauſe, 
according to his own judgement ; for he could never conſent to x- 


ceive inſtructions to pronounce a verdict, in a criminal caſe, befor: 
he had heard the defence. It was ſaid that the Conſtitution had 
been violated ; the papers on the table would prove the contrary. 
That money was advanced was admitted; but revert to the vote 
of credit for a juſtification, Conſidering the terms upon which 
that ſum of 2,500,0001. was granted to His Majeſty for the eu- 
gency of the country, he was clearly of opinion that it had been (6 
applied. Look at the conneQion between Great Britain and his 
Imperial Majeſty : there was an unity of conneQion and interelts 
ſo cloſely blended, that whatever affected the one, had an equal in- 
fluence upon the other ; the one could not feel diſtreſs without the 
other ſuffering a ſhare. He would refer to the Houſe, and allo to 
the country at large, what were their ſenſations at the rapid pro- 
oreſs of the French arms, and what were their feelings at the ef. 
fectual check which they had experienced from Auſtrian valour: 
when that circumſtance was viewed, and the ſum balanced again 
it ; the one, compared with the effect it produced, was trifling, and 
inſignificant indeed. It was truly trifling when compared with tit 
magnitude of the war: a war not of conqueſt, not begun for th 
acquiſition of territory, or the hope of plunder, but carried on fo 
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the independence of Britain, the ſecurity of our Conſtitution, and 
the protection of the property of every individual. He thought 
that none could for a moment heſitate to contribute a ſmall part of 
his income to aid the exertions which were employed in ſuch a 
caſe. ReſpeQing the exportation of ſpecie, he admitted that it had 
rertain conſequences, which for a time were difagreeable. The 
maſs of property increaſed in a great proportion, and the circulating 
medium ought to increaſe in an equal ratio; but it did not increaſe 
in equal neceſſary proportion; withdrawing any part was a cauſe of 
temporary embarraſſment. In times of difficulty he thought the 
hands of Government ought to be ſtrengthened, and in this inſtance 
he was at firſt inclined to think a bill of indemnity would be pro- 
per, but he had fince heard enough to convince him that it was not 
neceſſary. : 

Mr. Alderman CURTIS faid, he had been that day at the 
Common Hall, where, upon a ſhow of hands, a majority appeared 
in favour of the reſolution to cenſure the Miniſter beforehand. 
Previous to the meeting he knew that ſuch would be the reſult ; 
nor did he conſider it as a regular expreſſion of the ſentiments of the 
Livery of London. He told his conſtituents that he could not, 
under ſuch circumſtances, promiſe to abide by their inſtructions ; 
but would attentively conſider all that ſhould be advanced on both 
ſides, and act as his judgement ſhould direct. 

Mr. Alderman ANDERSON ſaid, there were about one-tenth 
of the Livery of London aſſembled, and it was his fortune to dif- 
fer from his conſtituents ; when they were aſſembled, an honour- 
able gentleman (Mr. William Smith), who uſually fat under the 
cllery, made a flaming ſpeech to them, and they immediately gave 
the inſtructions as ſtated by his colleague ; he told them he would 
not vote as they required to cenſure Minifters till he heard their 


ported the amendment. 

Mr. J. NICHOLLS was aware he ſhould pleaſe neither fide 
of the Houſe, for he confidered the motion as propoſing too much, 
and the amendment too little. He animadverted on the impro- 
priety of ſending money in the manner that had been done to the 
Imperial Court. He blamed the meaſure in diſcuſſion, from the 
convenience to which the country was expoſed by too ſudden a 
iminution of the circulating coin. He obſerved, that the current 
on had of late very alarmingly diminiſhed. During the laſt two 
ears, there had been a defalcation of at leaſt two millions. The 
oſs upon the coinage was 5 per cant. and the gain on melting 
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millions five hundred thouſand pounds for the general ſervices of the 
country, and without any ſpecific appropriation of any part of this 
fur, for any particular ſervice. The nature of ſuch a credit ſeems 
to imply, in my conception of the interpretation and real meaning 
of words, a diſcretionary power to make uſe of ſuch money towards 
ſuch extraordinary and unlooked-for fervices, for which Parliament 
had not provided, truſting to the future reſponſibility of Miniſters, 
that it would be diſpoſed of in ſuch manner as might be moſt bene- 
fcial to the nation. For my own part, Sir, I am free to confeſs, 
that in acceding to this vote of credit, I had it not at that time in 
contemplation that any part of this credit would be required for the 
aſiſtance of the Emperor; and I believe, that ſo far from being 
ſingular in this opinion, moſt gentlemen, as well as myſelf, had 
wpectations that his Imperial Majeſty might have been enabled to 
have defended his dominions, and to have repelled the attacks of 
the enemy, without any pecuniary aid from England. If, how- 
ever, Sir, from the diſaſtrous events at the beginning of the laſt 
ampaign—events which put the very exiſtence of the Emperor in 
langer —at a time when ſome of his richeſt provinces were already 
n poſſeſſion of the enemy, and two of the largeſt armies which had 
ver marched from France adyancing with haſty ſtrides to Vienna 
If, as | fay, Sir, under thoſe circumſtances, the Miniſter of this 
vuntry, with a vote of credit of betwixt two and three millions at 
is command, had heſitated to give ſome pecuniary aid towards en- 
uraging thoſe glorious exertions, which not only reſcued Germany 
ut England from a very critical ſituation, ſuch Miniſter would, 
n my humble opinion, have been unequal to direct the affairs of a 
eat nation, and would have richly merited the bittereſt reproaches 
nd excerations of the people of this country. Let me entreat, 
th Ir, that gentlemen will for a moment confider the ſituation to 
hich this country would have been reduced, had the Emperor been 
ompelled to make a ſeparate peace with France, and that Republic 
* pereby have been enabled to have marched down their numerous 
nd victorious armies to the ſea-coaſts of Holland, Flanders, and 
nance, to effect their favourite project of invading and of de- 
bid wying this country. I am not one of thoſe, Sir, who conſiders 
8 invaſion of England as an enterprize of either much difficulty 
danger, or, as many gentlemen have obſerved, merely a bugbear 
frighten and to alarm the inhabitants of this country. Whoever 
Wes in this manner, I will venture to aſſert, is totally ignorant 
the ſubject, and, not only if they believe it, molt egregiouſly 
pole upon themſelves, but, what is worſe, deceive the people of 
and, by leading them into an unyiſe, as ell as unjuſtifiable 
2 | 
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ſecurity, and rendering them averſe to adopt thoſe ſalutary and ye. 
ceſſary means of precaution which circumſtances render neccſ;n, 
Thoſe parts of the coaſt which I have ſeen, and in parts where ys 
are moſt vulnerable, ſo far from being impracticable or difficult of 
acceſs to an enemy, are the moſt inviting for invaſion, and for ty 
debarkation of troops, of any country in Europe. I know thy 
there are many gentlemen in this Houſe, as well as without door, 
who erroneouſly conclude, that fo long as we preſerve a naval ſuper. 
ority, the enemy will never dare to land in this country. No ma 
can have a higher ſenſe of the great and very reſpeQable ſtate of or 
marine than what I have, greater and more reſpectable than ever 
it was at any former period. At the ſame time, Sir, let us con. 
fider the various and diſtant fervices, on which more than one-half 
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of our navy muſt neceſſarily be conſtantly employed; and I could * 
appeal to many reſpectable naval officers, whom I now ſee in this Ton 
Houſe, whether, were our maritime force at home much more ny. N20 
merous, during certain ſeaſons and winds, whether it could ſecur 2 
this country againſt invaſion? Let gentlemen reflect, that the . 
enemy's coaſts, oppoſite to our own, are only diſtant a few houn = 
fail ; and the ſame winds which are favourable to the views of an » 5 
enemy, are thoſe in which our fleets could be of the leaſt ſervice, 3 
In place of twelve hundred thouſand pounds, fifty millions fort 
would not have placed us in that fecurity in which we are at pre- Houſe 
ſent, had thoſe numerous French armies, who have ſince been en- * 
ployed upon the banks of the Rhine and in Italy, been directed v ler | 
wards this country. From thoſe conſiderations, Sir, I am induetd 1 | 
moſt heartily to concur in the propoſed amendment; and am d. © 
cidedly of opinion, that had not His Majeſty's Miniſters affiſted iu donn 
Imperial Majeſty, and thereby allowed him to have ſunk unde t v0. 
the arms of France, they would in ſuch caſe have richly deſerid Thou 
the curſes of this country. | ſumed 
Colonel GASCOIGNE faid, that he was the repreſenta f ge 
of a great commercial city, as will as the honourable Aldermal N of . 
(Combe). He did not often obtrude himſelf on the Houſe, 0 nagem. 
account of his diffidence, but he was always willing to obey ti = 
voice of his conſtituents. He came down to the Houle expect ſending 
to hear a great and conſtitutional queſtion debated ; and ui apr: 
determined reſolution to vote in favour of the motion for cenſunly very ſp 
Miniſters, which be thought would not have been brought ru len 
except on full and ſufficient grounds; but from what he had Bl the | 
heard, and from the precedents that were quoted, he was convinod ſhould 
that the tranſaction that was made the ground of a charge upon tl. 
bim, had been the eſtabliſhed practice of Government ever ly; nde. 
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he Revolution, and was interwoven with tlie very ſpirit of the 
Conſtitat'on. He knew his confiituents would now be convinced, 
by the lpeeeh of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, that the meaſure 
* juſtitiable, and in voting againſt the motion of Mr. Fox, he 
was confident he voted according to their ſentiments. He was not 
{ much acquainted with commercial tranſadions, as to judge of 
what might have influenced the deciſion of the Common Hall of 
the city of London, on which ſo much ſtreſs had been laid. As 
Mr. Alderman Combe's voting with the majority of the Com- 
mon Hall, he made no doubt he would do the fame upon any 
queſtion whatever, which would imply cenſure on His Majelty's 


J Miniſters. p 
b Mr. SHERIDAN. After the manner in which this ſubject 
A has been debated to-night, 1 feel it impoſtible to give a ſilent vote. 
* To the honourable gentleman behind me {Colonel Gaſcoigne), I 
* readily yiclded precedence, and felt the indulgence uſually given to 
" a new ſpeaker, and J carefully abltaincd from giving any interrup- 
ie tion which might add embarraſſment to the difiidenee natural upon 
* ſuch an oecaſion. I muſt conteſs, however, that the ſpeech of that 
* honourable gentleman was not a little ſingular. He repoſed with 
the utmoſt confidence upon the truth of my right honourable friend's 
* aſſertion, that the conduct of Miniſters in the matter before the 
* Houſe was neither conſiſtent wich the principles of the Conſtitution, 
* nor ſupported by precedents in Parliament. Impreſſed with this be- 
1 lief, he had come down to the Houſe determined to commit the 
0 abſurdity which he had reprobated ſo much in the conduct of the 
e Common Hall of the city of London ; for, he ſays, that he came 
* down reſolved upon the belief he had taken up upon his authority 
3 to vote in favour of the propoſition of my right honourable friend. 
Though, upon the ſtatement of my right honourable friend he aſ- 
4 _ that the conduct of Miniſters was defended by no precedent, 
* ince he has heard rhe artful repreſentation and the eloquent ſpeech 
* of the right honourable gentleman; for dextrous in point of ma- 
"te nagement, and eloquent in point of manner, it mult be admitted to 
a lave been; the hvnourable gentleman has diſcovered that the 


{ending of money to the Emperor without the conſent of Parliament 
8 a practice not only juſtified by example, but interwoven with the 
ery ſpirit of the Conſtitution! It is, indeed, extraordinary that 

1 oY 2 8 
ember of Parliament, whoſe duty it is to have ſome knowledge 
of the principles of the Conſtitution and the uſages of Parliament, 


lo luddenly take it for granted that it is perfectly juſtifiable without 
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ſhould confeſs that he only knew the practice to be uneonſtitutional 
upon the aſſertion that it is unprecedented, and that again he ſhould 
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waiting for any reply to what he has heard in its defence. Ty 
honourable gentleman too, in a tone which in another ſpeaker way 
be conſidered as harſh, cenſures the conduct of my honourhþ 
friend (Mr. Combe), for acting agreeably to the inſtructions of hi 
conſtituents, and thinks that he would have been ready to ſupper 
any propoſition that came from the ſame quarter. But while he 
thus hlames my right honourable friend with no ſmall degree d 
aſperity, and without much appearance of diffidence, he ſays wit 
triumph, I too come here to ſpeak the ſenſe of my conſtituent 
as well as my own opinion.“ When he came down, however, 
perfectly determined to ſupport the propoſition of my right honour. 
able friend, how is he now ſo well acquainted with the ſentimeny 
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of his conſtituents? By what means did he contrive to turn < rare a 
ſoon the ſentiments of his conſtituents to tally with his change d tion, 
opinion, and by what new conſtitutional telegraph has he contrived W 
to procure ſuch rapid information? In truth, Sir, I with the bo. which 
nourable Member joy of his converſion, and the Miniſter joy of BAR" i 
his convert. abs 
But, to proceed to the real queſtion which is the ſubje& of eon. . 

all 1 


ſideration, before any new propoſitions are offered, fince there ar 
already before the Houſe motions ſo very different from each otlter 
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as muſt neceſſarily embrace every variety of opinion. One bo. 
nourable gentleman (Mr. Bragge), who moved the amendment, s 
determined to turn every expreſſion of cenſure into a teſtimony d 
approbation. The honourable gentleman behind me (Mr. Nicholls 
does not approve of the meaſures of Miniſters upon this occaſion; 
but he does not wiſh to ſhock the ears of the right honourable get- 
tleman, who is ſo little pleaſed to hear his faults diſplayed and to 
ſce his errors recorded, with any bill of indemnity or any implication 
of cenſure. He wiſhes to have a bill, enacting that a ſimilar ap 
plication of the vote of credit ſhall not in future be made. To 
this laſt propoſal I confeſs, I leaſt of all can agree. I conſider itt 
be a libel upon the Conſtitution, a libel upon our anceſtors, to li 
that it requires the proviſion of new acts of Parliament to declars 
that the money which the Houſe of Commons voted for the put 
poſe of defraying unforeſcen charges, and anſwering a particular 
ſpecies of expenditure, ſhould not be applied to purpoſes for whid 
it obviouſly was not intended. The great argument which I 
converted ſo many gentlemen, and has had ſo great weight vi 
the worthy Magiſtrates (who doubtleſs felt a juſt reluctance to c. 
demn unheard, eſpecially a Miniſter to whom they owed ſo mall 
Jobs), the great argument which has produced ſuch diſtinguiſh 
converſions, and ſuch ſpeedy conviction, is this, that the meaſure 
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git deemed ſo reprehenſible is juſtified by precedent. It is how- 
wer not a little extraordinary that while precedent ſo powerfully 


i Ka 
l operates conviction, while it ſo totally changes the complexion of the 
8 meaſure, it is not to be permitted to paſs as an additional, corrubo- 


ation of the practice, nor as an example for future imitation. 
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1 With all theſe precedents to which they refer, and which they ſo 
of readily admit, they do not venture to add the preſent. It is not 
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to be drawn into precedent. In reality while they admit the caſes 
which have been urged in juſtification, they ſay that the preſent in- 
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q ance is ſo ſuperlatively wicked, ſo ſcandalous, ſo dangerous, ſa fatal 
a. in its operation, that it muſt not be eſtabliſhed. It is a ſtretch be- 
„ oond all former example, which it is not proper to repeat; it is a 
are and fingular inftance which future Parliaments are not to ſane- 
con, nor future Miniſters to practiſe. 

ved With regard to the ſenſe of the people collected at common halls, 


which has been treated fo ſuperciliouſly, I would aſk when a meet- 
ig is regularly convened for a ſpecific purpoſe, and their ſentiments 

ae properly expreſſed, why they ſhould not be entitled to reſpect ? 
on. le alfertions of the worthy Alderman (Curtis) that the Common 
ar Hall in the city of London was not regularly conducted, is an unfair 
ter rcon upon the preſent Chief Magiſtrate, who, had he been a 
ho. cm ber of the Houſe, would have very emphatically anſwered ſuch 


— 


* a ciarge. But if the complaint of the worthy Alderman proves any 10 TH | ' 
ling, it proves that in the city of London ſuch was the general diſ- _ 88 
ally approbation which the conduct of Miniſters has excited, that the 1 
on; elult of the miceting was obvious; that he might have heard it 9 ol 
5. um the firſt perſon he met in the ſtreet. I don't know, indeed, by 1 lt 
om the information of the probable reſult was given to the Walt 
ation ty Alderman, whether by his correſpondent, Mr. Mazzinghi, Ws 
ap r the communicative hair-drefler. As to the regularity in the 44h W | 


To ling of the mecting, I am informed that one perſon, whether pro- 
teh or improperly, but certainly conſiſtently with cuſtom, had not 
ed Gencd the requiſition himſelf, but gave authority for that 
lar, "poſe. But to return to the real point before the Houſe: I can- 
pu-. help regarding it as a curious circumſtance that ſo many gen- 
cult emen appear to have come down pre-determined to ſupport the 
hi een they had originally adopted. The honourable gentleman 
is Mr, Bragge) ſeems to have had his mind previouſly made up, and 
wit r Propofition previouſly arranged. He does not ſeem to have been 
con. re that a great part of the ſums ſent abroad were remitted to 
ma my of Condé, to which his motion does not at all refer. The 
(hel e endment is wholly ſilent upon this part of the motion of my 
ue Ws" honourable friend, What is this but an implied cenſure 
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upon the tranſaction ſo far as it relates to the Prince of Congz 
It it reſcues from cenſure that part which concerns the Empel, j 
leaves the other to ſtand upon the journals with the brand which 
implied from its being paſſed over without notice, while the oe 
is held up to approbation. This diſpoſal of the money is likes 
ſtated by the right honourable gentleman to be a juſtifiable uſe of 
this vote of eredit, though in reality, part of the money was cop 
tained in the army extraordinaries, to which the defence does m 
apply. The point indeed is of the utmoit importance, and the d. 
eiſion which the Houſe ſhall pronounce upon its merit, is of equi 
conſequence to maintain the dignity of its privileges and the reſp 
of the Conſtitution. - My right honourable friend in emploir 
that copiouſneſs of argument and the power of eloquence which he. 
longs to him, felt the neceſſity of bringing forward every conſiden. 
tion that could induce the Houſe, in circumſtances like the preſent, 
to agree to any vote of cenſure. He entered into a detail, which, 
not the ſubject, but the diſpoſitions of the Houſe, demaded. Near 
is it wonderful that the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pit 
{werved ſo frequently from the point of the queſiion, and endeavoured 
to fix the attention of the Houſe upon what tended to miflead their 
judgement. With deference, however, to the example of my right 
honourable friend, I cannot help thinking that the real queſtion 
lies within a narrow compaſs. It is the particular pride and the 
unrivalled glory of the Britiſh Conſtitution that its characters ar 
ſo clear, fo preciſe, ſo intelligible, that it is im poſſible to tranſgreß 
its ſpirit, and th violate its principles without the crime being eaſh 
detected and the guilt clearly expoſed. If there be any point up 
which all declamation, all ſophiſtry, all ſoaring flights of eloquence 
all heroic profeſſions of patriotiſm or diſintereſtedneſs, all calculated 
to dazzle or to amuſe, are completely loft, it is upon a queſtion like 
this. The propoſition which my right honourable friend has moved 
conſiſts of two parts, perfectly diſtin. That part which we bring 
ferward as a charge, we are bound to prove; but when we har 
eſtabliſhed the principles of the Conſtitution, and alledged the fack 
by which they are violated, the ons lies upon the right honour 
able gentleman to ſhow that the ſtatement is fallacious, or to pi 
duce the circumſtances of palliation by which the tranſgreſſion 150 
be excuſed. In this view, therefore, we have to prove that cr 
tain ſums are deſtined and appropriated to particular fervies 
Here I will not examine whether the power of granting ſupplis 
and. controuling their application be as ancient as the Government 
itſelf, and coeval with the exiſtence of the Conſtitution. It is fuk 
ficient that I refer to the beſt times in which its principles web 
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fabliſhed, and in which they were defended, by the ſtruggles of 
the people for freedom. This ſalutary regulation aroſe from the 
uſes of the Government, from the miſconduct of Miniſters, from 
the treachery of Parliament, from tyranny, from corruption. The 
keien of Charles the Second is a ſuthcient authority for the appeal 
to hiſtory. At the Revolution it was fulemnly recognized, and ſinee 
that period it has been interwoven with our parliamentary uſage. 
In this review I cannot but wonder at the ſtreſs which has been 
aid upon the precedents which have been quoted. It is arguing 
from the exception againſt the rule; it is erecting the deviation 
into the tandard. But even theſe precedents, upon which fo much 
tres has been laid; neither apply to the preſent caſe nor juſtify the 
particular meaſure. Among the earlieſt precedents which have 
been quoted is, that in 1706, of the advance to the Duke of Savoy, 
to the amount of 47,0001. If gentlemen, however, will take the 
trouble to look into the Journals they will find that this ſum was 
granted during the receſs of Parliament; that not only was the 
all of this country placed in perilous circumſtances, but that Turin 
vas actually in a ſtate of ſiege. A demand was made for 50,0001. 
and the letter which Mr. Secretary Harley ſent in anſwer to the 
\mbafſador of Savoy, will at once explain tie principles of the 
Conſtitution and the inapplicability of the precedent. The letter 
ſtates, that it is not practicable, according to the cuſtom of the Con- 
litution, while Parliament is not fitting, to comply with the re- 
queſt ; yet, in the preſſing circumſtances of the caſe, Her Majeſty 
was willing to grant a certain ſum to be deducicd out of the fub- 
lay that was paid to the Nuke of Savoy. Will it then be ſaid, 
that in circumſtances like theſe, when there was a certainty that the 
money was employed in a manner to which Parliament had con- 
ſented, when it was to be deducted from a ſubſidy that had regu- 
larly been granted, will it be ſaid that, either in the extent or in the 
principle, either in the circumſtances or in its conduct, the pre- 
ſent meaſure could be juſtified by an appeal to the authority of this 
precedent. This is the firſt of thoſe four boaſted precedents which 
have ſo readily convinced the right honourable gentleman of the 
propriety of the Miniſter's conduct. The next precedent was in 
1742. The money was then diſpoſed of when Parliament was 
not fitting, and it was afterwards moved in that Houſe, that the 
lending ſums to any foreign Prince, without the conſent of Parlia- 
went, was a dangerous miſapplication of the public money, and 
nightly deſtructive of the Conſtitution. On theſe words an amend- 
ment was moved, adding that the meaſure was unavoidable, and 


Wat it was neceſſary for the intereſts of the common cauſe. At 
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that time, therefore, the meaſure was condemned, and the oy 


juſtification ſet up was its indiſpenſable necetiarv. It this nec» * 
could now be proved ) Miniſters, then we, ſaid Mr. Sher the . 
have no ground to ſtand on. The next precedent was the eaſe a ** 
Holland, in 1617, when the money was taken out of the ſcett. lace ( 
fervice money; and it is well known, that, by Mr. Burke's bill, i pence | 
the Sceretary of State makes oath the money was actually empluye been p 
tor the intereſt of the country, no farther inquiry can take place, «ht b 

Such, then, are the precedents by which ſo much efteR is pw. "al 
diced, by which the jealouſy of the privileges of the Houſe is to be he is d 


tuperſeded, on the credit of which every idea of. atonement for ou 
violated laws and conttitution is to be given up. The right ho 
nourable gentleman ſays, that any farther precedent during time 
which we conſider as the worſt of times, and during a Parliament 
which we have deemed ſo hoſtile to the liberties of the country, 
would be received with little reſpect. It is true that the times d 
the laſt Parliament, and the adminiſtration of the right honourable 
gentleman, I do not hold in the higheſt veneration. It is true that 
I do not think that Parliament a meritorious Parliament. What, 
however, muſt have been the opinion of the right honourable gentle- 
man himſelf of that Parliament, when out of the alarmiſts vb 
have ſeceded from our ranks, he has ſent ſo many to ſhelter them- 
ſelves from danger upon the higher ground, and to kide their head 
in coronets from the form which they affected to dread f Surely 
if the right honourable gentleman entertains ſo high an opinion <> 
that Parliament, he would not thus anxicuſly have removed { 
many of thoſe who compoſed the part which merited the diſtincion 
with which he has thought proper to honcur them. The right 
honeurabic gentleman wonders, that after having allowed the {ub- 
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ject to paſs over upon the firſt day on which it was brought for- Would 
ward, we ſhould now fo kcenly make it the object of inveſtig- 0 cont 
tion. He ſcems to conceive us to be bound by the ſame rules roum 
which limit the country in the proſecution of a thief, where, un- Ible ge 
leſs the hue and cry be raiſed, the benefit of proſecution is tkm e have 
away. We have been called. ironically I ſuppoſe, a vigilant Op eeded. 
poſition ; and, God knows, there is no reaſon to remind us that it endi 
is ſmall. But J am ready to put in fer my ſhare of blame ft ne of 
want of vigilance, when the circumſiance which is now ereQtcd nd pr: 
into a precedent took place upon the communication of the intencel iWuded 
loan to the Emperor, by the King's meſſage, in the year 1795 enen 


t is no 
is ſuc 
Wre c 


But even any negligence which might have been diſplayed uj® 
that occaſion is by no means of ſuch a magnitude as our acquielng 
in the preſent meaſure would imply. The fituations were ve 
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rFErent, Then there was a certainty that the advances to the 
Emperor would be repaid, becauſe they were to be deducted from 
the loan which was to be granted. In the preſent caſe, the cir- 
eumſtances are very different. The concealment which has taken 
Jace effectually precludes the Houſe from remedying any negli- 
pence that had been committed, or repairing any miſchief that has 
deen produced. This leaſt of all can be of any authority to the 


circumſtances of the cafe will bear him out in the concluſion which 
he is defirous to eſtabliſh. | 

The right honourable gentleman ſays, that he has taken larger 
votes ot credit in proportion to the general expence of the war than 
any former Miniſter ; but if he applies the funds which are deſ- 
tined for other objects towards expences for which he ought parti- 
eularly to have provided, of what importance is it, though it were 
true, that there are fewer extraordinaries? We only aſk, that he 
will not delude the country, that he will not apply grants for 


It was not to conceal entircly what was in his contemplation, why 
vas it unfit that the Houſe ſhould be acquainted with the intention 
totake the Prince of Conde's corps into our pay? He accepted 
lls before the vote of credit was granted, and had even begun to 
jay them. The Houſe of Commons was deceived by a falſe ac- 
dunt, which ſtated, that 300, oool. had been iſſued to the Pay- 
alter of the forces, while in reality it had been ſent to pay the 
French troops we had taken into our ſervice. If, wherever the 
ords © vote of credit” cccurred, according to the real intention 
ff that ſum, the Houſe ſhould ſubſtitute © proviſion for unforeſeen 
xpences,” the abſurdity of applying it to ſervices already incurred 
ould be completely detected. What appearance would it have 
o continue this apparent inconſiſtency with the abſurdity of the 


ues WWrzument of the right honourable gentleman ? The right honour- 
5 able gentleman ſays, that it would not have been equally effectual 
cen 


0 have tried the experiment of a loan, and that this mode has ſue- 
eeded. Here he enters into a high- ſounding deſcription of the 
plendid achievements of the Auſtrians; extols their triumphs in a 
one of as high exultation as if it were recording his own exploits, 
nd praiſes their maſterly retreat, which I am ſure was not con- 
Incted with greater dexterity than that of the right honourable 


95 aleman to-day. All this brilliant declamation is very fine, but 
o is nothing to the purpoſe. If the Auftrians have achieved all 
l | 


is ſucceſs, might not the ſame advantages have reſulted from a 
dere conſtitutional application of the public money? I am ready 


right honourable gentleman ; and I defy any man to fay, that the 


proſpecti ve ſervices to thoſe which already have been incurred. Tf 
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to give the right honourable gentleman credit for the truth which, 
may occaſionally communicate to the Houſe; and I believe}, 
ſpeaks correctly when he tells us, that laſt year, by the meaſure; þ 
adopted, he gave one chance for the ſafety of Europe. "The wa 
matter of congratulation, then, was, that the French, in their vic. 
rious career, had not the whole of Germany; and the triumph d 
the right honourable gentleman concludes his panegyric with a qu. 
tation which has no great application to the relative fituation of oy 
allies at the preſent moment. The right honourable gentlenm 
ſays, could Parliament have judged of the propriety of the ma 
ſure? , 1 anſwer, yes; and might have judged, too, upon the fane 
grounds upon which Miniſters formed their judgement. The ar 
gument, that it was dangerous to make the meaſure public, beak 
the ſum granted might have appeared inadequate, is applicable u 
every vote of ſubſidy, to every vote of ſupply, to every meaſure d 
preparation, to the votes for the army and navy, and to every c. 
partment of the Government. If it miglit be attended with a flight 
degree of diſadvantage to publiſh that information to the enemy, i 
was more than compenſated by fairneſs, by ſtraight- forwardneſs, and 
by manlineſs of conduct. Indeed, the principle on which tius met 
ſure was defended, appears more dangerous than eveh any applicy 
tion of it can be thought impolitic. It arrogates to Minitters 
right to judge of the extent, as well as the mode of public expat 
diture ; it is erecting the Minitter into an abſolute Dictator; it 
more than mortal preſumption ; it is a pretenſion beyond humanit 


to claim ; it is uſurping the attributes of the Deity, the power d 


omniſcience and infallibility, the power of refuſing the deſires an 


diſappointing the wiſhes of thoſe over whom they rule. Joint 
with the other part of the conduct of Miniſters, it, indeed, form 
If they claim the right of Jandiny 
foreign, troops without conſent of Parliament, and of paying then 
by this delicate proceſs, without application to this Houſe, wheres 
the ſecurity left for our liberties and for our conſtitution ? On 
honourable gentleman thought he ſaw in the vote of credit, an i. 
timation of ſending money to the Emperor ; but if he ſaw it teh 
it muſt have been equally diſcernible to every gentleman in l 
kingdom, and thus the miſchief ariſing from publicity muſt 1a 
been incurred. But, he would aſk, upon what pretence could l 
be inferred from the vote of credit, that any part of it was Gs 
tined to a different purpoſe from the vote of credit of the precedih 


year * When the Miniſter had abandoned his firſt e 


the ſubject of ſerious alarm. 


raiſing a loan of three millions for the Emperor, he conecive 


he had alſo abandoned his purpoſe of remitting any money to i 
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Emperor without the ſanction of Parliament. It was evident that 
the Miniſter did not wiſh to hang a German loan about the neck of 
the diſſolving Parliament, becauſe he well knew it would hurt his 
friends in the event of a new election; it was underſtood that he 
meant to keep his motion for an early attempt on the maiden affec- 
tions of the new Parliament ; but why then did he nor apply to 
this new Parliament? Inſtead of doing fo, he has the audacity to 
ay, I felt myſelf bound to keep my promiſe pledged to the Em- 
« peror for farther remittances.” But was this a declaration fit to 
make to that Houſe or the Country, when the money was to be 
taken from the pockets of a Britiſh Parliament? And, was a vote 
of thanks now to be moved for what was deſerving the moſt ſevere 
reprobation ? Mr. Sheridan conſidered this as a new proceſs of 
ſmugeling money out of the kingdom; as a fraud likewiſe on the 
ſubſcribers to the new loan ; becauſe it was not till after the ſub- 
ſcription to the new loan, that it came out that there was a ſum of 
1,200,000]. minus of the ſpecie of this country. Mr. Sheridan 
con:luded with obſerving, that there was only one point which he 
ſhould notice, and that was the argumentum ad h:minem which the 
night honourable gentleman uſed againſt his right honourable friend. 
But with what ill grace did this come from him, whoſe whole 
miniſterial conduct had been cne continued attack upon the libefties 
of his country. Were it poſſible that his venerable and illuſtrious 
father could look down upon the three laſt vears of his hiſtory, to ſee 
him fit to applaud his confidential friends in reviling the ſaered in- 
ſtitution of Juries, and that one of the moſt illuſtrious penſioners of 


juſtice were - become nothing more than ſchools for ſedition ; 
to ſee him covering the whole face of the country with barracks and 


orms * f "or " thei 1 

I baſtilles, without even ſubmitting the expence of their erection as a 
ing ; 5 q 1 * 

4 queſtion to Parliament; to ſee the whole country under military 

he government, and the people placed under the ſubjection of the bay- 

ere 


onet ; while, as if this were not ſufficient, their months were ſhut 
On U d * 
p, and themſelves prevented from meeting to conſult on their 
* bricvances ; and proceeding in his climax of conſtitutional vio- 
1 


he came at laſt to take out of the hands of the repreſentatives the 


* duardian diſpoſal of their money? When he recollected the means 
" by which that right honourable gentleman came into power, the 
J 8 * by which he had retained it, and the contempt with which he 
00 C treated the Houſe of Commons, and the diſregard of its de- 
4 red opinion which he had ſhewn, how could it be thought that 


he _ reſign himſelf to its judgement with that ſubmiſſion whick 
OL, I 
3 


the Crown had not even been rebuked for ſaying, that courts of 


lence, wreliing from them, one after another, all their rights, till 
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the coneluſion of his ſpeech beſpoke? No credit could be given 
that idle rhodomontade, that vunmcaning cant of reſignation. 0 
all the Miniiters that ever dircctd the affairs of this country, th 
right honourable gentleman was the man who had employed in is 
adminiltcativon the wort of means, and entailed upon his county 
the greateſt of evils. If two motives could be aſſigned for bis con. 
duct; if it couid be faid on the one hand that he might be guide 
by views of power ard ſentiments of ambition, or by feclings d 
patriotiſin and virtue, he ſhould nut heſitate to aſeribe the forme 
to a Minter whoſe whole life had marked the ſame total dilregar] 
tor ihe ono, as implieit devotion to the other. 

Sir WILLIAM PULTENEXM ſaid, that after what hy 
paſicd to- night every bedy muſt ſce that this was a very important 
ſubject, becauſe it involved a great conſtitutional queſtion. He 
had always underſteod it to be the cxcJutive privilege of the Hout 
of Commons to vote money tor the public ſervice. He underſtod 
it to be alſo the privilege of the Houſe of Commons to controul the 
diſtribution of the public money. He knew of no authority that 
led to any doubt of the former of theſe poſitions, nor had hie any 
upon the latter. It had been contented, however, upon the dif. 
cuſſion of tl's ſubject, tnac the power of diſtribution was given t 
tha Miniſter to the extent of a vote of credit. Now the Houſe 
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would do well to examine what had been the practice of cur an. foreio 
ceſtors with reſyect to the uiſtribution of tlie public money. The could 
all know what that practice was in ancient times. If the Houſe d plied 
Lords amended a money bill, the practice of the Houſe of Com. Prine 
mons i turmer times was to kick the bill cut of the Houſe d The 
Commons, Tat p::Qice had been ſer aſide in modern time. Mini 
We were becotne more polite, and the mevie now was to rejec 4 them 
money bill if the Lerds had amended it. Such was the aucieſt, He d 
and inch the modern practice of the Houſe of Commons up Mini 
moncy bills, it the Lords ſhould offer to amend them; and (i019 make 
they be more complaiiant to a Ninifter than they were to the Hout WW the la 
of Lords? For his part he ſaw no reafon why they ſnould, bu prefer 
many why they ſnouid not. Seme gentlemen had this night given uf Wl Parli: 
the opinions they formerly hed upon this queition, for reafons vic WW but t 
they ſeemed to regard as clearly demonſtrative, that by agreeing v ment 
this meaſure of the Miniiter, the Houſe did not give up its control Bi prefer 
over the public purſe. He owned that was by no mcans clear v alarm 
him. On the contrary, he thought they would give up that pore count. 
if they did not mark this meaſure with their diſapprobation. I. Hou 


by a v 


lis cc 


muſt obſerve, that the Miniſter had this night relied a good 0a 
upon precedents. He did not ſeem the other night, when tk 
I 
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would keep his eonduct in this caſe in countenance. Neither did 
he ſay any thing of ſuch precedents in the diſcuſſion of the ſubſi- 
dies that had been before the Houſe. Nor did he, in the opening 
of his defence to-night, tell the Houſe he placed much dependence 
on the precedents he had to quote; ſaying only in a general way 
that he could ſtate them : accordingly he drew out many inſtances 
of caſes, but they did not apply to the ſubject which was now before 
the Houſe. The Miniſter faid a good deal upon the neceſlity of 
the meaſure, but nothing of that kind could do away the doctrine 
that the Houſe of Commons had conſtitutionally the controul of the 
purſe, nor the duty of the Miniſter to ſubmit the meaſure to the 
Houſe of Commons much ſooner than he did. Gentlemen who 
now defended the Miniſter maintained that vote of credit was the 
grant of a ſum for which the Miniſter was anſwerable to the Houſe, 
and that he ought to have the controul of its diſtribution : that the 
Miniſter was bound to give to the Houſe an account of the whole 
proceeding. Now he withed the Houſe to examine what fort 
of an account might be given in ſuch a caſe. The Miniſter might 
ſay that the whole ſum granted by the vote of credit was given to 
a foreign Prince. How could the Houſe have any afſurance of 
the truth of ſuch an aſſertion? How could they be ſure that ſuch 
foreign Prince had received it? How, if he had received it, 
could they learn the manner in which ſuch foreign Prince had ap- 
plied it? The Houſe had no power to put any queſtions to a foreign 
Prince, nor any means of receiving official information from him. 
The power of the Houſe was very different with regard to the 
Miniſter of this country. They could call on him to lay before 
them an account of all the money they vated for the public ſervice. 
He did not make theſe obſervations becauſe he diſtruſted the preſent 
Miniſter or ſuſpected him of any ſiniſter motives. Nor did he 
make theſe obſervations becauſe he diſapproved of the preſent or of 
the laſt Parliament, or that he faw any thing very dangerous in the 
preſent times. On the contrary, he had a good opinion of the laſt 
Parliament, a good one of this; a good one of the preſent times; 
but the time might come when our fituation in reſpect to Govern 
ment and Parliament might be very different from what they are at 
preſent, and it was the principle of the meaſure that excited his 
darm. Suppoſe the hour ſhould arrive when a Miniſter of this 
country might wiſh to put an end altogether to the power of the 
Houſe of Commons. Suppoſe the Houſe had voted him 500,0001, 
by vote of credit, for the ſervice of a foreign Prince in alliance with 
lis country, and that after all not one penny of it ſhould be given 
| 1 


matter was brought forward, to know he had any precedents that 
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to ſuch a Prince, but that the whole of it ſhould be given to t 
Members of that Houſe, to aſſiſt the Miniſter in his wiſhes h 
overturn the Conſtitution of this Country? He wiſhed to kn 
what ſecurity the people would have in that cafe for the Confit. 
tion? Pad precedents ought to be reſiſted at ali times, and tie 
Houſe ought to watch over them with jealouſy, but more partie. 
larly in good times, ſor it was then the public where leaſt liable ty 
ſuſpieion, and conſequently it was then they were moſt likely to he 
carried, becauſe it was in ſuch times that the public were leaſt . 
poſed to examine what was paſſing in Parliament: and precede 
which were paſſed in good times might be made very danzeruy 
uſe of in bad ones. On this account it was that he had talen 4 
much alarm at this meaſure ; he had attended to all that e hi. 
niſter had ſaid upon this ſubject, and he was ready to contels le 
thought the Miniſter by no means juſtified from what had appeared 
in the diſcuſſion of the ſubject. But an honourable genileman di 
the other ſide of the Houſe had moved an amendment to the origi 
nal motion ; that amendment, in his opinion, although it came 
from a gentleman who defended the Miniſter, implicd a degree d 
cenſure upon his conduct in this matter; he was content with any 
degree of cenſure, rather than not have any. Some gentlemen 
ſeemed to think there was no blame to be attached to Miniſter 
upon this occaſion. He thought there was a great deal, and there- 
fore that there ſhould be ſome mark ſet upon ſuch conduct to denote 
the diſapprobation of the Houſe. 

He propoſed to fay a few words on the excuſe of the Miniſter to 
night. The Miniſter had ſaid a great deal on the cxigency of the 
times; and it appeared that the Directors of the Bank had told the 
Miniſter that they diſapproved of a loan to the Emperor. If that 
loan was right, and he thought it was, he did not ſee the Minitter 
ould be controlled by the Directors of the Bank. This ſeemed 
to him to be a very improper procedure; it was a ſpecies of in. 
rium in imperis, He had no idea that the Directors of the Butt 
ſhould control the operations of Government. Why ſhould tir 
Miniſter tranſa& this buſineſs in a private manner. becauie the Vt 
rectors of the Bank wcre againſt a public loan. The Minilte 
neither had, nor ought to have, any power that was nct controlabie 
by the people in Parliament; but Government had, and ought 
have, a great deal of power that was not controlable by the Bank 
of England. It had been obſerved that ſpecie was taken out d 
the country to a great amount in the courſe of the preſent war, gn 
ſome gentlemen apprehended great danger from that circumſianct 
This did not appear to him in ſo formidable a light as it 4d 9 
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ome, for the property did not all go in ſpecie out of the kingdom 
for the purpoſe of the aids that had been granted to foreign ſtates ; 
much of it had gone in goods; and of the money, much would 
come back again in the courſe of commerce. He found no fault 
with the Miniſter upon that account; but what he found fault 
with, and muſt decidedly condemn, was, that if he thought the 
meaſure of a loan to the Emperor was right, as he himſelf certainly 
dd, he did not come forward to Parliament at onec, and ſay fo. 
Why did he not ſay boldly that it was a point in which the intereſt 
of the country was deeply involved? That the intereſt of all Eu- 
rope was involved in it? Why did he ſuffer himſelf to be terrified 
by the di ſapprobation of the Directors of the Bank? How was he 
ſure that he had not cauſed an injury to Europe by being thus in- 
timidated? Why ſhould the operations of Government be thus 
crippled by the Directors of the Bank? He thought it probable 
that the intereſts of Europe had been injured by this caution of the 
Miniſter ; for he was not ſure, that if the French knew that the 
Emperor had three millions from this country in the courſe of the 
loft campaign, they would have attempted what they did. Theſe 
things the 1Viiniſter ought to have brought before Parliament openly 
and boldly, and not to have ſuffered himſelf to be controlled by the 
Directors of the Bank. Having faid this, he would now add, 
that with regard to the precedents which had been quoted by the 
Miniſter, he was not convinced by any of them that his conduct 
was juſtifiable in endeavouring to infringe on the power of the 
Houſe of Commons over the public purſe. "The power of that 
Houſe was two-fold : it had a power over the purſe, and a power 
over the ſword. The former they poſſeſſed, as had been ſtated 
ſeveral times to- night; he latter they had from the mutiny act. 
Let but one of thoſe be taken away, and the power of that Houſe 
would be inſtantly reduced to nothing. He concluded with repeat- 
ing a wiſh tha! the conduct of the Miniſter upon this occaſion, 
might be mark««i with the diſtinct diſapprobation of the Houſe. 
Mr. WILBERFORCE ſupperted the conduct of the Minifter, 


and in doing ſo, took notice of ſore parts of the ſpeech of Mr, 


Sheridan. He was inclined to think that that gentleman was not 
in the Houſe on a former night, when the preſent ſubje& was 
brought forward, for he ſeemed to have miſconceived what he had 
ſaid on that occaſion, for which he appealed to thoſe was ſurrounded 
bim. What he ſaid was this: That he apprehended a vote of 
edit pave to Miniſters a general diſcretion ; that in the exerciſe 
of that general diſcretion, they were to ſelect the objects and lay 
but the money; but that the whole of their conduct was liable to the 
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ſubſequent revifion of the Houſe of Commons. That was dt 
declaration he made, and by that declaration he meant to abi: 
He then proceeded to ſtate the impreſſion which the whole of thi 


debate had made upon his mind. Here he could not help obſer. 


ing, that the honourable gentleman, to whoſe ſpeech he had 1. 
luded, had made uſe of every poſſible means to take away the in. 
preſſion made by the ſpecch of his right honourable friend who 
had ſo ably and fairly defended himſelf to-night. He had attempted 
to take away the force of the precedents which had been quoted to 
night. His right honourable friend had referred to ten or eleven 
precedents, and had alluded to a maſs more of them, which he only 
forbore quoting. The honourable Baronet who had juſt ſpoken, 
was not, he believed, in the Houſe when the Miniſter had ſiid 
a few words upon this ſubject the other night; if he had, be 
would have found that the Miniſter at that time declined entering 
upon his defence ; no wonder, therefore, that he did not then quote 
any precedents, for he reſerved every thing he had to ſay upon the 
ſubject to the preſent night. He had now, however, proved that it 
was the general practice of Parliament to give to the Miniſter 
power by a vote of crcdit, in the manner which he had ſtated, 
That power was afterwards to be reverſed or confirmed by Pu- 
liament ; and until fo confirmed, it was not complete. The Mi. 


niſter, in arguing theſe points, had referred to ten or eleven prece- 


U 


dents, which the honourable gentleman (Mr. Sheridan) had der- 
terouſly reduced to three 'or four. The Miniſtcr had given in- 
ſtances of money being given to forcign Princes, as this had been 
given to the Emperor, without the previous knowledge of Parli 
ment. It remained for the Miniſter then only to prove, that in 
ſo doing he had acted according to the neceſſity of the caſe. This 
he had done by explaining to them the fituation of affairs upon the 
Continent, and at home; and this by the teſtimony of thoſe who 
were beſt qualified to form an opinion upon ſuch ſubject. Theſe 
gentlemen were clearly of opinion, that this meaſure could not have 
been carricd on in any other way, without infinite miſchief to the 
intereſts of this country. Had the Miniſter diſcloſed this matter 
ſooner than he did, he was of opinion that he would have been 
guilty of doing that which he could not have honeſtly avowed at the 
time ; . becauſe he could not, as Miniſter, honeſtly avow that which 
would be injurious to this country. But the right honourable gef 
tleman on the other ſide had ſaid, he did not underſtand how this 
could be more difficult to be done publicly than privately ; upon 
this he could only repeat what he had ſaid already, that if. done 


| publicly, it muſt have been done at once, which was liable to th 
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jeAion ; either the ſum might be tco large or too ſmall for the 
purpoſe intended to be anſwered by it. In the cafe of being too 
wall, it might operate as a declaration of weakneſs to the enemy, 


of being too large, it might be injurious to our pecuniary intereſts. 
Whereas, by the mode which the Miniſter has adopted, the incon- 
reniencics of either extreme were avoided, It was certainly on 
that ground that gentlemen who took particular notice of the 
quantum of the ſums, had chicfly approved of the meaſure, taking 
alſo into their conſideration the bencfits which this country had de- 
rived from the meaſure. It appeared by the caſes which had been 
quoted, that money had formerly been iſſued under the ſame form, 
and en cccations much leſs urgent than the preſent. Indeed, when 
ke conſidered the matter fully, he was rather ſurprized that gentle- 
men ſhould perſiſt in their oppoſition to it. 

He muſt take notice of what was ſaid by the honourable 
zentlem2n, to whoſe ſpeech he had fo trequently alluded to-night, 
with regard to the anceſtor of his right honourable friend, and as to 
what he would have ſaid of his fon, were that great perſon now 
among us. Perhaps, if he ſaw ſome of the meaſures of Adminiſtra- 
tion, without ſceing the neceſſity of them, he might be diſpoſed to 
feel diſapprobation; but if he faw what induſtry had been em- 
ploved to deſtroy the Conſtitution by many perſons out of doors, 


v. and how ſome of thoſe perſons were defended within, then that 

N- great Stateſman would be fully ſatisfied that his fon conducted him- 

en ſelf as a man who loved the Conſtitution of this country. 

+ Mr. W. SMITH ſaid, that at fo late an hour, and when the 

in matter in queſtion lad been ſo very ably debated, he would not 

ls treſpaſs at any length upon the time of that Houſe. He thought 

he that, in a caſe of that nature, it would be much better to go by the 

ho authority of books written upon the molt mature deliberation, by | 
(e perſons who had well ſtudied the ſubject, and who were competent 


ve to judge upon it. He then read over the paſſages in Mr. Hatſell's 
he Book of Precedents produced by Mr. Fox, which, he faid, he 
or fought were fironger than any precedents which could be produced, 
en 28 precedents were generally made to apply to any cafe, from mere 
arcumſtances of caſual reſemblance. From theſe books, he was 
of opinion that the Miniſter had acted wrong; and the amendment 
itelf contained a kind of acknowledgment which would, he 
thought, prevent the error from being repeated, or the ſame prin- 
"ple from being acted upon again. He could not, indeed, but 
remark, that the amendment, although introduced by the Miniſter's 
friend, conveyed conſiderable cenſure upon the Miniſter ; and, 


which might be attended with great evil. In the other event, that 
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Dec. 
taking it in that light, he could not obje& to its adoption, althowy 
the conduct, which had been purſued, might deſerve a frog ſome 
cenſure. man 
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The queſtion being called for, 

Vir. FOX in reply began by adverting to the alluſions which 
had been made to himſcif. The right honourable gentleman hy 
not thought it ſufficient to defend himſelf, but he had choſen to x. 
euſe his aceuſers. The right honourable gentleman had aid (hy 
his character was hoſtile to thut of the laft Parliament, and thy 
becauſe he was generally in oppoſition to the majority of Pala. 
ment, he was to be conſidered as diſqualified from vindicating thei 
privileges. This was the train and ſpirit of the obſervation—h 
that according to the right honourable gentleman, every Member 
of that Houſe was diſqualified from diſcuſſing conſtitutional queſtion 
who did not enjoy the ſmiles of the Miniſter, and prove his loxe 
and regard for the liberties of his country by his ſervility and ub- 
ſerviency to the Adminiſtration for the time being. Where, Mr, 
Fox demanded, could the Houſe really look for the defenders d 
the Conſtitution but among thoſe who, diſdaining the con{iderations 
of places and penſions, tiles and ribbands, devoted their lives 
and ſuch talents as providence had endowed them withal, to the 
ſervices of the public, in an honeſt vigilance with reſpect to the 
meaſures of Government, with no reward but the approbation d 
their conſcience? The right honourable gentleman attacked hi 
enemies without any regard to his friends; for if it were true that 
to have been long in oppoſition diſqualified a perſon from alerting 
the character of Parliament, ard vindicating the Conſtitution, what 
muſt be the ſituation into which he put his new friends? Whit 
would become of the Duke of Portland and Mr. Burke? Fo 
himſelf he took tlie imputation of hoſtility to Government, and 
to the Parliaments that had ſupported Government, as a compl- 
ment. He gloricd in having been hoſtile to the Parliament that 
ſpent above Io, ooo, oo ol. of money in ſubjugating America, and 
in being hoſtile to the laſt Parliament who ſupported the Minifter 
in undertaking a war unneceffarily, and unprovoked. He certalli 
thought himſelf, upon compariſon, better entitled than the right bo 
neurable gentleman to defend the Conſtitution; he, who at tit BW... 
end of the fourth campaign of a moſt eas could only WM; * 
boaſt at the cxpence of more than 100,000,000), that “we ha e dc 
achieved a chance for ſaving the Conſtitution,” With him ud oF t 
itandard of merit was political fervility, and he who voted with i 7 
dc pendence was pronounced to be hoſiile to the Conſtitution- 
the queſtion were, whether Parliament was. to be defended 28 
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ſome pretended faction out of doors, the right honourable gentle- 
man might give himſelf the air of ſuperior title to be its advocate, 
becauſe, as the Miniſter of the Crown, he had choſen to bid defiance 
to cvery thing in the popular form of our ſyſtem ; but when the 
queſtion at iſſue was between the Crown and the Parliament, it 
ſurely could be no more of. a point which of the two had the ſu- 
err claim to be the advocate of the privileges of that Houſe. 
It was not now a complaint of a Mr. Paine—not an alarm about 
the many innocent perſons whom he had brought to trial, and what, 


p thank God, had been protected by the laws of the country; but a 
; more formidable enemy to the privileges of Parliament now pre- 
0 


ſented itſelf, the executive branch armed with all the powers which 
it had lately obtained. What paſſage of his life, Mr. Fox de- 


7 manded, could they ſcle& as a proof that he was not the man to 
p ſupport the Conſtitution, againſt ſuch an enemy, rather than the 
ö nght honourable gentleman, whoſe whole life, almoſt, had been 
4 devoted to the encroachments of the Crown? Let him aſk even 
bs his new friends, even the honourable gentleman then at his ſide 
* (Mr. Windham), whether, if they wanted an allociate, not an 
* alſociate to carry on a war for the purpoſe of cruſhing liberty in 
ty France, not an aſſociate to carry on a war along with the deſpots 
* of Europe, for the purpoſe of reducing all nations to ſlavery, ſinee 
" for ſuch an aſſociate they would naturally look to the right honour- 


able gentleman ; but if they wanted an aſſoeiate to defend the 


5 Conſtitution of England againſt all attacks, whether they would 
2 not even yet come over rather to his ſide of the Houſe than look 


by to the right honourable gentleman ? Whether they would not 
5 ther look to him, who had never once abandoned the cauſe of 
* the people and of Parliament, rather than to the right honourable 

gentleman, who had in no one inſtance ſupported them? He had 
been forced to ſay ſo much in anſwer to the uſual declamatory at- 
tack which the right honourable gentleman had made upon him 
pronally, which was his favourite topic, and in the preſent ſeſſion 
lis conſtant reſource. In his opening on the {ubje& he had avoided 
every foreign obſervation, and he ſhould now come back to the 
queſtion before the Houſe. He had ſaid on the firſt day that this 


it the LEES : 
ooh unconſtitutional meaſure was made known, that it was a meaſure 
« hal lo fraught with danger, that if it were admitted, it went in fact to 


e doctrine that during war the. Conſtitution ought to be ſuſpended, 
* that the Miniſter of the Crown ſhould be appointed DiQator, 
now it was aflerted, that he had ſpoken of it at firſt as merely 


nent in the ſame terms. He had put the queſtion hypothetically 
Vor, | F 3 G | 
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—he had faid that, even admitting that Germany had been {aye mig 
by the ſuccour given to the Emperor, and, with Germany, that eve int 
Great Britain had been faved, ſtill the meaſure was not juſtified Clare 
becauſe the ſame {uccour might have been given by conſtitutiong the 
means. Parliament might have been conſulted, and the whole take 
done in a way that would have ſaved us from this outrage on on elthc 
beſt ſecurity. Since the firſt opening of the buſineſs, it had been reni 
diſcovered that a great part of the moncy had gone to the mainte. day 
nance of the Prince of Conde's army. Now ſurely there coul ſubje 
have been no danger in avowing this to Parliament. It did met and 
even appear in the diſtribution-paper of the votè of credit, that cenſy 
the money had bcen ſent for the maintenance of the Prince of — 
Condẽ's army, though it was now tliouglit adviſeable to ſtate it in AW ©" 
that way. Here then was proof on the face of it of juggling and — 
fraud — for finding it taken vp by the Houſe, the right honourable ſave 
gentleman had choſen to put it into the vote of credit; but, ſaid the You 
right honourable gentleman, it is a ſuperficial view of the ſubject ite 1 
to take the account of the remittances from the dates of the ln band 
— they ought to be taken from the period of the engagements being ; ah 
formed ; and therefore though the money appeared to be paid n 
during the ſitting of Parliament, che engagements were entered oh 
into during the receſs. He ſhould have a very cortemptibl Was 
opinion of the underſtanding of the Houſe, and of the people of Com 
England, if they permitted themſelves to be cajoled by ſo trifing {ii . Ul 
and unfounded a diflinction; and if they did not expreſs their . e ® 
ſentment at the inſult which it conveved upon then. For whit wth r 
did it amount to? That the Chancellor of the Exchequer firſt pt 7 5 
miſes, what he has no right to promife, namely, fſuccours 01 Conl! 
foreign power to be advanced from time to time. Parliament meth be for 
before thoſe fuccours came to be ſent. A conſtitutional Minifter —ths 
conicious of having done an extraordinary thing, which, howevd, and re 
the preſſing neceſſity of the caſe might warrant, would have take _ 
the very firſt moment to communicate what he had done, to lay ted 
the whole cireumſtances of the cafe before them, and to requeſti . 
bill of indemnity. But no ſuch thing! He did not think 1 4 
wiſe and fafe to truſt the ſecret to Parliament until he had fulfilled of the 
his engagements. Perhaps a greater outrage on the dignity of i * 
Houſe could not be offered than was contained in this explanatin - * 
He, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, could only ſafely be truſt E 
with the difpoſition of the money of the people of England, da 4 = 
to give-to'thcir repreſentatives even a hint of what he was dolly A 
with it, might have utterly defcated the very end of the meaſuſt - . 


Parliament might have viewed the meaſure in three ways. 
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might have thought the conduct of the right honourable gentleman 
in the engagements he had formed perfectly proper, and have de- 
dared their approbation of the meaſure— or they might have thought 
the meafure improper and indiſcreet in itfetf— but yet being under- 
taken, thought it unwiſe and dangerous to fiop its execution; in 
either of theſe two ways there would have been no cfiential incon- 
renience in making known the matter to Parliament on the firſt 
day of the mecting. But there was a third mode of viewing the 
ſobjod. They might have thought it a meaſure ſo utterly unwiſe 
and i..proper=»ſo injurious and fatal, that they not only would have 
cenſured the Miniſter for making the engagements, but have pre- 
vented their execution, But this he had taken care to provide 
gainſt. No, no,” ſaid he, you may cenſure me; you may 
attack my character; but I have taken care that you ſhall not 
ſave your money. Thank God, your money is gone to Germany! 
You cannot get it back again, whatever you do with me. My 


J life is not implicated in the proceeding, but my honour is in your 
* hands, and I abide the reſponſibility of the meaſure.” Mr. Fox 
in demanded, if this was language to be endured * Was it not an 
ai Inſulting degradation of Parliament, to ſay that they were not fit to 
1 be conſulted on the diſpoſition of the money of their conttituents ? 
WY Was it not to ſay, that he was a better judge than the Houſe of 


* Commons; or did he think tliat it would have degraded his dignity 
in the eyes of foreign Stateſmen, and forcign Cabincts, to own that 


I le muſt conſult the Britiſh Parliament before he parted with Bri- 
* th money? This was exactly what the Conſiitution impoſed 
m upen a Britiſh Miniſter — What every man who venerated that 
a Conſtitution withed to ſec enforeed that a Britiſh Minifter ſhould 
* be forced to make known to foreign ſtateſmen and foreign deſpots 
ile that, however, they might trample on their miſerable people, 
* and rob and plunder them at their pleaſure, there was one choſen, 
aue enviable {pot upon the ſurface of the earth where men had aſ- 
0 lay ſerted their rights, and would not be treated as ſlaves. If it was 


of done for the pretext of ſecrecy, he would prove that ſuch fecrecy 
P falſe in policy as it was odious in morality. The ignorance 
il of the extent of the remittances wouKi increaſe the terror of the 
f tie tranſport of our ſpecie—and accordingly, in Auguſt and September 
laſt, when the rumour of theſe remittanccs got abroad, the ſcarcity 
1 of money was the greateſt, if they might judge from the diſcounts 

on navy bills, and the price of the funds. Was it to be believed 
that the ſuccour to the Emperor would not have been more effica- 


Pn Fra ace if they had known that the Auſtrians were to be ſup- 
30 2 


— 
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zus if known to all Europe? Would it not have had influence 
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plied with Britiſh gold? or was he afraid that it would have danipet 
the ardour of deſpotiſm, that the Auſtrians would have fought wit 
leſs ſpirit if the money had come to them, tainted with the Repub. 
lican odour of the Britiſh Conſtitution * What was there in the 
right honourable gentleman that they ſhould confide in him fuck 
monſtrous powers? And yet he ſhould rather confide in him yer. 
ſonally than he would in office — It was not the man ſo much x 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer he dreaded. Good God ! if : 
Chancellor of the Exchequer can give away to a foreign Princ: 


1, 200, oool. without making it even known to Parliament, what tion 
might he not do? What ſecurity had they for any thing elſe! peop 
Mr. Fox then animadverted on the amendment, which, ke faid, repre 
was inapplicable, fince it left out one compleat branch of the charge, lee a 
the money ſent to the Prince of Conde's army —and it talked df nare 
not drawing the practice into a precedent, except in caſe of neceſſity, he d 
which wanted no precedent at all, fince obvious and imperious ne. Wi ccca 
ceſſity muſt bring its own juſtification. He then went over the men 
precedents, and ſhewed that they were all inapplicable, even the 1 
laft, —the only precedent likely to countenance an intraQtion af 

the Conſtitution, drawn from his own Adminiſtration under the P 
ſupport of the laſt Parliament. The right honourable gentleman opp 
had laid particular ſtreſs on the precedent of 1 7 44, in Mr. Pelham' 8 
Adminiſtration; a precedent which Mr. Fox aſſerted fo far from wor 
tending to ſupport his defence, was directiy unfavourable to his 1 
own. In the caſe of Mr. Pelham, whom the Chancellor of the i |& 
Exchequer had exultingly deſcribed as a conſtitutional Mliniſter; the « th 
money ſent abroad, was ſent when the Parliament was not fitting; th 
in the preſent caſe, it was done while Parliament was fitting. In 1 


the caſe of Mr. Pelham, the ſum was ſmall, only forty thouſand BM te 
pounds. In the preſent caſc, it was no leſs than fourtcen hundred 2 


thouſand. - In Mr. Pelham's caſe, ſmall as the ſum was, the matter 4, 
was ſcriouſly and warmly taken up by the Parliament; and hon Neg 
was it diſpoſed of? Not by any amendment, but by the previos h 
queſtion. Afterwards the papers relative to the matter were moved 8 
for by the Miniſters themſelves, and the whole was ſanctioned o « w 
the ground of neceſſity. In the year 1744, this conſtitution ic 
Miniſter, Mr. Pelham, ſtopped a pending treaty, becauſe a hunde “ 1. 
thouſand pounds was aſked for on the part of our ally, ll « q: 
couid obtain the ſanction of Parliament, before he would advan! BW © {t 
the monev. But it ſeems, that becauſe the oppoſition had failel en 
in vigilance, in this inſtance of money advanced in 1795, this 1 Wil © a 
to juſtify Miniſters in going on im the ſame career. How did thi 4 2 


apply to the conduct of Miniſters, in the proſecutions, or rather 
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he perſecutions, that took place four years ago for libels, when by 
the diſtorted laws of that country of legal tyranny, where they had 
obtained verdicts, had they ſoftened puniſhment or granted mercy, 
becauſe ſimilar libels had in former inſtances been paſſed over with 
impunity ? Mr. Fox concluded, that no advantage had been gained 
by the manner in which the bufineſs had been done, and after 


3 hearing the Miniſter ſay, that he would perſiſt in the ſame courſe, 
f 1 he would only ſay, that if he continued to attend the Houſe he 
nee would not relinquiſh his endeavours to obtain marked diſapproba- 
hat tion of the meaſure, and if otherwiſe, he had no doubt but the 
I; people would find abler advocates. But if this meaſure was not 
aid, reprobated, he ſhould think that man a hypocrite who pretended to 
ce, fee any diſtindtion between this Government and an abſolute Mo- 
d of narchy, He had made uſe, in former days, of ſtrong opinions 


he did not retract one of them he had no heſitation in ſaying that 
ocations might ariſe even in a comparatively free country, when 


the men might be driven to the nceeſſity of reſiſtance. 

the The Houſe then divided on Mr. Bragge's amendment ; 
n of Ayes, 185 ; Noes, 81.— Majority, 104. 
the Previous to finally diſpoſing of the queſtion, Mr. Fox took an 
man opportunity to move two amendments : 
am's Second amendment (by Mr. Fox) propoſed, to inſert after the 
from word © credit,” in the firſt propoſed amendment, the words, 
) his It being the opinion of that Houſe that certain of the ſums 
the * ſtated in the papers laid before the Eouſe, to have been iſſued on 
; the * the authority of the vote of credit, were not paid on the ſaid au- 
ing; « thonity,”” —Negatived. 

[n Third amendment (by Vr. Fox) propoſed, to add at the end of 
uſand the hrt propoſed amendment the words, 
1Cred * Although no documents have been laid before the Houſe to 
natter I prove either the neceſſity or the expediency of the ſaid meaſure.” 
how Negatived. 
vious Reſolved finally, | 
noved That the meaſure of advancing the ſeveral ſums of money, 
dn © which appear, from the accounts preſented to the Houſe in this 
tional * ſeſon of Parliament, to have been iſſued for the ſervice of the 
ndrel * Emperor, though not to be drawn into precedent, but upon o- 
äll he © calions of ſpecial neceiſity, was, under the peculiar circum- 
wan BI * ſtances of the caſe, a juſtifiable and proper exerciſe of the diſ- 
failed E eretion veſted in His Majefty's Miniſters by the vote of credit, 
is and calculated to produce, conſequences which have proved highly 
d tis BW © advantageous to the common cauſe, and to the general intereſts 
nue of Europe.” 
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Lift of the Minority on the mstion of Mr. Fox, for a direct cenſun a 
Miniſters, for advancing money to the Emperor and the Printe 
Conde, without the conſent er knawledge of Parliament : 


Anſon, T. 

Aubrey, Sir John 

Baker, ]. 

Bampfylde, Sir C. 

Barclay, G. 

Baring, Sir F. 

Beauclerk, C. G. 

Biddulph, K. 

Bird, W. W. 

Eouverie, Honourable E. 

Bouverie, Honourable W. 

Brogden, J. 

Burch, J. R. 

Burdett, F. 

Byng, G. 

Cavendiſh, Lord G. 

Clayton, Sir R. 

Coke, Ed. 

Dore, T0, 

Colhoun, W. 

Courtenay, ]. 

Davers, Sir C. 

Daſhwood, Sir J. 

Dundas, C. 

Dundas, Honourable I.. 

Erſkine, Honourable T. 

Fitzpatrick, General 

Fletcher, Sir H. 
Foley, Honourable E. 

Fox, Right Honourable C. J. 

Grey, C. 5 

Green, ]. 

Pare, ]. 

Harriſon, J. 

Huſſey, W. 

Jefferys, N. 

Jekyll, J. 

lervois, J. C. 

Kemp, I. 

Knight, R. Payne 

Lawrence, E. 


TeLLERS—Alderman Combe, avid W. Smith. 


Thurſday, 1 5th December. 


Mr. WINDHAM moved for leave to bring in a bill to explain 
and amend the act for raiſing the Supplemental Militia, relative t0 
its operation within the Tower Hamlets. Granted. 


LCouuon 


Lemon, Sir W. 
Lemon, ]. 

Lloyd, J. R. 
Martin, J. 
Milbanke, R. 
Mildmay, Sir H. 
Milner, Sir W. 
Nichols, J. 

North, D. 
Northey, W. 
Peters, H. 

Plumer, W. 

Porter, G. 

Pulteney, Sir W. 
Pulteney, Sir J. 
Purſe, H. 

Raw don, Honourable G. 
Rau don, Honourable ]. 
Richardion, J. 
Ruſſel, Lord ]. 
Ruſſel, Lord W. 

St. John, St. Andrew 
Sawbridge, S. E. 
Scudamore, J. 
Sheridan, R. B. 


Shum, G. 

Sitwell Sitwell 

Spencer, Lord R. Ch 
Stanley, Lord 

„ Oc 


Tarleton, General 
Taylor, M. A. 
Townſhend, Lord ]. 
Tufton, Honourable H. 
Tuſton, Honourable ]. 
Vane, Sir F. F. 
Vyner, R. 

Whitbread, S. 
Walwyn, J. 

Weſtern, C. C. 
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It being moved that Mr. Allen have leave to go into the country 
on his private affairs, 

Sir WILLIAM YOUNG condemned the practice of granting 
leave of abſence, without a ſpecial reaſon, while a call of the 
Houſe was impending ; he therefore moved, by way of amend- 
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ment, that the words after Saturday next“ be added. On this | 1 
queſtion, after a few obſervations, a diviſion took place, when | £9} 
there appeared, . fl 5 | 
For the amendment, 18; againſt it, 33.— Majority, 15. | g N 

Sic WILLIAM YOUNG then moved, “ That no Member 14 f 
have leave of abſence till after Saturday next, on which the Houſe e 


gain divided, 
For his motion, 33; againſt it, 13. — Majority, 20. 


Friday, 16th December. 


The following are the names of the Members appointed to try 
the merits of the Southwark election petition : | 


Honourabk Edward James Elliot, Chairman, 


James Adams, Eſq. W. Cunningham Bontine, Eſq. 
W. James Denniſon, Eſq. Lord C. H. Somerſet 
John Spalding, Eſq, Napier Chriſtie Burton, Eſq. 
G. Porter, Eſq. Lord Edward James Stuart 
Sir W. W. Wynne, Bart. dir John Fleming Leiceſter 
F. Fane, Eſq. Lord Porcheſter. 
NOMINEES, 
Charles Dundas, Eſq. John Anſtruther, Eſq. 
Mr. TAY LOR requeſted the attention of the Houſe to a ſubject 


which, ne ſaid, he was aware required an apology as coming from 
bim. He was ſorry to be obliged, even for a moment, to detain the 
mention of the Houſe, and to direct it to ſo mean an individual as 
limſelf. The perſonal attack of which he had to complain, was 
loan attack on the privileges, and a violation of the rules of the 
Houſe, and as fuch, at leaſt it was not to be overlooked. As a 
Member, therefore, of the Houſe, he begged leave to claim their 
protection againſt a ſeandalous and malicious libel which had lately 
appeared in an evening paper called The Sun. In The gun of 
Wedneſday laſt, gentlemen might ſee, if they would take the 
trouble to read it, a moſt falſe and malicious miſrepreſentation of 
de ſentiments he had delivered in the debate of the preceding 
ght: nor did the reporter of his ſpeech content himſelf with 
putting complete nonſenſe in his mouth, and notions which he 
"cr entertained ; but to this meditated miſrepreſentation of his 
ſemiments, was added a ftring of comments, which could leave 0 
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doubt on the mind of any impartial man, of the illiberal and m. 
licious intention of the writer. Thoſe who conducted the Payer 
might, perhaps, be a little partial to the preſent Adminiſtration; 
for which he had nothing to alledge againſt it, nor did he mean, ( 
the preſent occaſion, to inſinuate a charge againſt any perſon why 
had a ſhare in His Majeſty's Government. He ſhould be aſhangy 
of imputing to any one of them a deſire to promote, or a wiſh tn 
connive at any ill-founded repreſentation of this kind againſt ay 
individual, ſtill leſs, if poſſible, againſt any Member of that Houſe, 
It had been of late an indulgence of the Houſe to permit ftranger 
to be preſent, and to give to the public accounts of its proceeding, 
No perſon wiſhed leſs than he did himſelf to refuſe a continuang 
of that indulgence. He wiſhed all the diſcuſſions of the Houſe i 
be open, becauſe he was well convinced of the public utility d 
making known to the nation the conduct of its repreſentative, : 


He was aware alſo that ſome miſrepreſentations muſt unavoidabl D 
take place in the courſe of daily publication; and when that hap- * 
pened to be the caſe, without any malicious intent, he ſhould be one wh 
of the firſt to attribute it to the ineorrectneſs with which ſuch repors th 
muſt _ neceſſarily be attended. He was as little deſirous, he be- fth 
lieved, to obſtruct the chaanel whereby the proceedings of Parliz . 
ment were communicated to the public, as any man in the Com. hand, 
mons* Houſe, or in the country. What he complaincd of in the * 
preſent inſtance was, a wilful and malicious miſrepreſentation df 11 
what he ſaid. In that view of the matter he knew he had a rigat of p 


to the protection of that Houſe. He had no wiſh that the gallen fin 
ſhould be ſhut, or that ſtrangers ſhould be excluded ; on the con- 


Em 
trary, he was deſirous that all poſſible indulgence ſhould be ſhemn 4 
towards ſtrangers, becauſe he was aware the public were benefited * 


by their admiſſion; but he truſted that ſuch an indulgence ſhould of he 
not. be perverted to calumniate the Members of the Houſe. It 


was entitled to call on the Attorney General to proſecute the auth * 
of this groſs and malicious libel, or to move that the publiſher of * , 
ſhould appear at the bar of that Houſe to anſwer for ſuch a pu Wl © 
cation. Thoſe who knew him would, be believed, allow ther view, 


was not much of malice in his compoſition : he deſired only the theſe 
common right of a Member of the Houſe to addreſs the Speaker 
when he though an occaſion called for it, without being wilful 
and maliciouſly miſrepreſented. He had been fo in the papet ® 
which he had alluded. He had the paper in his pocket; but lr 
ſhould be aſhamed to read it. If any gentleman would read it, 
would, he believed, agree with him, -it contained the moſt iliber 
reflections, the moſt groſs and vulgar malice, that ever was pub 
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liſhed againſt any individual. He had no malice againſt the author, 

nor did he know any reaſon why the author, whoever he was, ſhould 

have any malice againſt him. His principal intention was to point 

the cenſure of the Houſe againſt ſuch ſhameful abuſes, and to claim 

their protection againſt any attempt thus induſtriouſſy and deliber- 

ately to throw diſcredit on an individual. | 

The Right Honourable General FITZPATRICK. The 

French Revolution is an event of ſuch prodigious magnitude, that 

there is no circumſtance, either immediately or remotely, connected 

with it, which does not, in ſome degree, affect the intereſts and po- 

ley of all other nations; more eſpecially of ſuch as have, in conſe- 

quence of it, found themſelves engaged in war. According to my 
conceptions, therefore, the ſubject which it is my preſent purpoſe to 

bring under the deliberation of the Houſe, cannot be confidered as 

foreign to the juriſdiction or cognizance of the Britiſh Parliament. 

[t is now near three years ſince, in the laſt Houſe of Commons, 

| moved to addreſs His Majeſty to beſeech his gracious interpoſition 

with a power, then an ally of this country, to obtain ſome mitigation 

of the unjuſt and cruel treatment of certain diſtinguiſhed members 

of the French Conſtituent Aſſembly, whom, not the chance of war, 

but the eventful circumſtances of the times had thrown into the 

hands of the powers then leagued in a war againſt their country 

I mean General La Fayette, together with two other reſpectable per- 

ſons, at that time languiſhing in the priſons of our ally, the King 

of Pruſſia, and now, as I am well informed, experiencing a fate 

ſill more rigorous, in the dungeons of another of our allies, the 

Emperor of Germany. Having upon that occaſion thought it ne- 

cfſary to enter, at ſome length, into a detail of the conduct of the 

unfortunate perſons concerned, I ſhall ſpare the Houſe the trouble 
df hearing any repetition of thoſe particulars ; contenting myſelf 
"ith remarking, that among ſuch as have been able to preſerve their 
minds free from the contagion of violence and prejudice which has 
0 generally prevailed, and have looked at the Revolution, in its 
<mmencement or its progreſs, with any thing of a diſpaſſionate 
deu, there have not been found any reaſons for withholding from 
tieſe perſons the full credit of purity and rectitude of intention. 

| urged the Houſe to the adoption of that motion upon the joint 
pound of policy and humanity. The circumſtance of our having 
"WF relinquiſhed all hopes of conciliating a party in France, by 
lome may poſſibly be thought to have weak je firſt of theſe 


A time which has elapſed, and the aggravated hardſhips of the 


Ppy ſufferers, muſt be allowed proportionably to have added 
Vol. . # 3 H . f 


S 


Pleas. Were this ſo, which I am by no means inclined to admit, 
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Dr 
ſtrength to the latter. But I have ſaid, that I by no means adny thoſ 
the firſt of theſe pleas to be weakened, becauſe in a moment whe mY 
queſtions of the higheſt political nature are, from the circumſtance 1 
of the times, occupying the public mind of every civilized nation, | A 
conſider it to be a moſt injudicious and fatal policy for themſelyg, . 
for thoſe who are deſirous of creating a preponderance of opinion in 10 
favour of monarchical forms, to exhibit to the world a flagrant in. ® 
ſtance of barbarity and oppreſſion, which cannot fail to excitc inthe * 


minds of all men an indiſpolition towards thoſe governments unde 100 
whoſe authority it is exerciſed. 


I recollect, that an ingenious and honourable friend of mine " 
(Mr. Sheridan), in the laſt Parliament, when he was drawing a 05 
ſtriking and melancholy picture of the ſuppoſed declining ſtate of the t 
this country, obſerved, that one remarkable circumſtance ſeemed to tine 
diſtinguiſh it from all examples afforded by hiſtory of countries in arms 


a ſimilar ſituation : this circumſtance he ſtated to be, that although "Pp 
there appeared a total deficiency and decay of all public virtue, th Mang 
private virtue of the nation had been at no period more conſpicuous. bent 
I muſt acknowledge, that the grounds upon which my hcnourable Wit 
friend founded this latter part of his opinion did not immediatly pe 
ſuggeſt themſelves to my mind; but, without coinciding altogetie Tue 
with the opinion, I could not but obſerve, that the fate of the m- deter 
tion I am this day renewing, afforded a ſtriking illuſtration of tle 3 
Juſtice of it. When the ſubje& I am now ſpeaking of was fit e! 
mentioned within theſe walls, the humane feelings of every ind. Mtn; | 
vidual ſeemed to ſympathize in an univerſal abhorfence of fu von 
deteſtable tyranny. But when, encouraged by theſe promiling 2y- Thos 
pearances, I brought forward a propoſition with a view of giving tte: WWiWn:nk 
to theſe benevolent ſenſations, no ſooner did the Miniſter ſtep fu: Ning 
ward in oppoſition to it, than the voice of private virtue, but a U WWMincerf 
days before ſo audible, was huſhed into a total filence ; and e Heco, 
motion was negatived by a conſiderable majority; among vn dis 
muſt have been many, who, in their individual capacities, had & 
prefſed their diſapprobation of that oppreſſion which, in their public 
character, they did not heſitate to countenance by their votes. 
In the grounds of his oppoſition to that motion, the Miniſter di 
not attempt to defend, or even palliate the enormity which he vs 


ſenſible ſo many of his ſupporters ſhrunk back from the cone. 11 
plation of with horror. There was but one Member (Mr. Burbe entiv 
the Houſe who ventured to go that length: and the ſplendid ab Mt 
ties of that Member were, at that time, exerted in ſupport of 8 mit 


many wild and eccentric doctrines, doctrines at this day abandon 
and which ought to be looked back to with regret and contriton by 


Nec. 16. ] DEBATES. 419 


thoſe who encouraged them, that one may not unreaſonably indulge 
x hope that this may prove one of thoſe exceſſes where his elo- 
quence ſeduced our predeceſſors into a conduct we ſhall not be diſ- 
poſed to imitate. The Miniſter, however, as I before obſerved, 
was too judicious to adopt ſuch a line of oppoſition. He entered 
into a defence of the original grounds of the detention of La Fay- 
ette, and expatiated upon the impropriety of our interference in 
what he treated as the concerns of a foreign independent Sovereign. 
do not feel it neceſſary to revive at preſent the diſeuſſion of thoſe 
points which have been ſo long before the public; I retain the 
opinion I then held and ſupported, that ſuppoſing the original arreſt, 
or temporary detention, of La Fayette to be juſtifiable, when once 
the true condition of himſelf and his companions had been aſcer- 
tained, when it appeared that they had not becn taken bearing 
ams againſt any of the powers at war, nor employed in any func- 
tion whatſoever by the enemy, that, being neither capable of being 
enlidered as prifoners of war, or priſoners of ſtate, their impriſon- 
ment became an unwarrantable act of injuſtice and oppreſſion. 
With reſpect to the impropriety of our interference with a foreign 
power, I truſt we ſhall not hear that argument inſiſted upon this day. 
The King of Pruſſia, previous to his withdrawing from our alliance, 
determined no longer to continue in the odious character of the 
common gavler of the confederacy : he transferred the priſoners to 
the Emperor of Germany, it is ſaid, with an obſervation which 
tas been, indeed, but too cruelly verified, that he believed they 
would not find their condition much benefited by the exchange. 
Thus do abiolute Princes ſport with the liberties and ſufferings of 


elle mankind, Should it be this day urged, that theſe unhappy men 
p for- being fill the priſoners of a foreign independent Sovereign, our 


nerference upon the ſubject would be ſtill hable to the ſame ob- 
tion, Jam prepared to meet ſuch an argument by a direct con- 
ndiftion of the fact upon which it is founded. 

| affert, that General La Fayette and his fellow ſufferers, are nt 


Ny do I make this affertion # Upon the moſt indiiputable the caſe 


"ll admit of, upon the authority of the Emperor of Germany 
lamfelf, 


enten. ſhould here feel myſelf called upon to requeſt the particular at- 
7 Mon of the Houſe, were I not perſuaded that the ſubject is in 
| 


Ne, 


er t:at wh t ] am preceding to ſtate will not ſufficiently engage 
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the priſoners of the Emperor of Germany; and upon what autho- 


(af ſo intereſting to every feeling of humanity as to need no effort 
mine to impreſs it more forcibly on the minds of thoſe who hear 
If I am ſpeaking in an afſembly of Engliſhmen, I have no 
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their attention. The unfortunate perſon of whom I have he 
ſpeaking, to compenſate, perhaps to enable him to bear the (cer 
lot he has been doomed to ſuffer, is the huſband of a woman, 
whoſe name will be revered as long as exalted virtue ſhall on, 
mand reſpect, or unmerited affliction ſhall inſpire compaſſion in 
the breaſts of men—a woman, exhibiting in theſe days the exam. 
ple of another Arria, devoting herſelf to a voluntary participatiori a 
all the rigors, barbarities, and oppreſſions, a Claudius or a Nero en 
inflict upon her perſecuted huſband. It has been faid, that th 


age of chivalry is gone, that all reſpect and loyalty to ſex hat liber 
been obliterated in theſe times. Never will I ſuffer to eſcape ny ( 
lips a word which may be conſtrued into a refiection upon the me. veye 
mory of the unfortunate Princeſs, whoſe perſecutions gave occaſion the 
to the obſervation : but ſurely his mind muſt be ſingularly framed, they 
his eyes muſt be ſtrangely dazzled by the ſplendor of ſuperior rank jeſty 
and elevated ſtation, who can ſo feelingly deplore the undeſerved Hot 
ſufferings of the ill-fated Queen of France, yet contemplate without that 
pity the afflictions, ſurely no leſs undeſerved, of the unhappy vife Bf 
of La Fayette. | fat 

This admirable pattern of female heroiſm and virtue, provi- the 
dentially eſcaped from the fangs of the relentteſs Roberſpierre, (forit won 
is the glory of her huſband to have beer: equally an object of hatred ted 
to tyrants of all deſeriptions,) had ſeen her mother, her ſiſter, t. his « 
gether with all her neareſt and deareſt relations, dragged to 1 was 
miſerable death upon a ſcaffold, on which, during a whole year, ſt ide 
had been in the daily expectation of ending her own melancholy her 
exiſtence. She availed herſelf of the liberty the fall of her perk- the | 
cutor reſtored to her, to fly from the priſons of anarchical tyranny imn 
to the ſuccour of her huſband languiſning in the dungeons of, what ban 
is called, a regular and legitimate government. She had the good Ngo 
fortune (for without ſome dexterity and contrivance it could nd befo 
have happened) to obtain an audience of the Emperor at Vienne, it w. 
together with her two daughters, the eldeſt not yet ſeventeen year Thi 
of age—ſhe threw herſelf at his feet imploring his clemency for he like 
unfortunate huſband :— but if his liberty was too great a favour b have 
be hoped for, ſoliciting, at leaſt, that his family might, by par the 
taking, be permitted to alleviate the miſery of his impriſonmen, ſtan 
and ſuffered in the melancholy gloom of his dungeon to adminiſte pero 
thoſe endearing conſolations of conjugal affection and filial cut) with 
which, under the moſt bitter afflictions, might ſuſtain the fortitude Mor 
of a huſband and a father. The Houſe will readily believe, tit nſty 
the perſon to whom theſe ſupplications were addrefſed could * 


liſten to them without emotion. The preſent Emperor has 1 


ee th) DEBATES. 4 


reached a time of life, he has not been long enough either in the 
world, or upon a throne, to have acquired that callous. inſen- 
ehility which too frequently is found to harden the hearts of thoſe 
by whom the councils of Sovereigns are directed. He received 
her ſolicitations with kindneſs and indulgence ; he applauded and 
expreſſed his admiration of the generoſity of her conduct. To the 
requeſt of joining her huſband in his prifon, he immediately ac- 
ceded ; but with reſpect to the more material ſubject of her in- 
treaties, he uſed theſe remarkable expreſſions : Vith reſpect to his 
llerty, it is a complicated affair, upon which my hands are bound. 

Of the truth of this declaration of the Emperor having been con- 
vered in theſe words, I hold in my hand, and am ready to produce, 
the incontrovertible teſtimony of the intereſting perſon to whom 
they were ſpoken. This fact, thus authenticated, I defy His Ma- 
jeſty's Miniſters to contradict ; and upon this fact I appeal to the 
Houſe, whether J am not warranted in the aſſertion I have made, 
that La Fayette is not the priſoner of the Emperor of Germany. 
Before I ſtate what ſtrikes me as the irreſtible inference from this 
fat, perhaps the Houſe may be deſirous of learning the ſequel of 
the melancholy tale I have been relating. "This incomparable 
woman, having thus obtained the Emperor's conſent to be admit- 
ted into the priſon of her huſband, haſtened to Olmutz, the place of 


to- his confinement. It ſhould ſeem that the favour ſhe had obtained 
0 1 was, by ſome perſons of authority in the Imperial Court, con- 
(he idered as too great an indulgence to have been granted: for, upon 
holy her arrival, no means were left unattempted to diſſuade her from 
ere. the execution of her virtuous purpoſe. An officer prepoſed to the 
anny immediate guard of the dungeons, acquainted her that her huſ- 
what band, having attempted his cſeape, was ſubjected to the utmoſt 
good gor which the ſevere regulations of theſe priſcns preſcribed ; that 
| not before ſhe took the final reſolution of immuring herſelf with him, 
nn, it was juſt to apprize her that the could not be exempted from them. 
years Theſe menaces were not capable of ſhaking the firmneſs of a mind 
r her like hers: but it is truely painfuly to relate, that theſe menaces 
ur 0 have been carried into the ſtricteſt execution. What a ſcene muſt 
pat: the re-union of this unhappy family have preſented in the circum- 
nent, ſtnces under which they met! In her interview with the Em- 
niſter peror he had aſſured her, that ſhe would find her huſband treated 
duty, with lenity and indulgence. It is melancholy to reflect, that 
itud: e Monarchs, in abſolute governments, ſhould ſo often be made the 
tn P"liruments of oppreſſions of what they are themſelves unconſcious ! 
9 Having received theſe aſſurances, what muſt have been her feelings 
ö 


When ſhe found her huſband ſinking under the aggravated ſeverities 
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of his impriſonment! Emaciated, debarred the fight of ever 
human being, except his mercileſs gaolers, deprived of the bene 
of freſh air, though labouring under a pulmonary complaint, which 
made it peculiarly neceſſary for him! When ſhe learned, thy 
the firſt change of raiment he had been allowed, was in conſequenz 
of her arrival, when the tattered rags, which ſcarcely covered his 
body, had been exchanged for a garb of the coarſeſt materials; an 
indulgence, however, not given without the inſult of informir 

him, that the coarſeſt materials had been purpoſely ſought, as ſuch 
alone he was worthy to be cloathed with. For the treatment fe 
herſelf was to expect, what muſt have been her ſenſations, whe 
her requeſt, that herſelf and her daughters might be allowed the 
ſervices of an attendant of their own ſex, was peremptorily refuſed! 
By the rigid laws of the priſon, ſtrictly enforced, it is only during 
day-light that any priſoners are permitted to be abſent from their 
reſpective cells; conſequently, during theſe dreary winter months, 
their innocent and unoffending daughters, by a ſolitary confinement 
of fixteen hours, in their own dungeon, purchaſe the permiſſion 
of devoting the remaining eight to the duty of conſoling their un- 
happy parents. It may, perhaps, be thought, I know, indecd, it 
has been ſaid, that theſe are exaggerations unworthy of credit: 
that ſuch enormities ſhould appear incredible, I am not ſurprized; 
but that they are literally true, I have, from evidence incontrover- 
tible, the fulleſt conviction. But why ſhould we diſbelieve thele 
inſtances of barbarity, when they are equalled, if not ſurpaſſed, by 
others, of which the public is in poſſeſſion of authentic proof! 
Whatever trials the fortitude of a female mind may reſiſt, the deli 
cacy of a female frame is not formed to encounter ſo rude a treat. 
ment ; accordingly we find, that the health of this unfortunate lady 
has ſuffered under it ſeverely. For the benefit of medical advice 
and aſſiſtance, ſhe petitioned to be allowed, for a ſhort time, to 
repair to Vienna. What a refinement of cruelty, what a ſavage 
delight in accumulating afflictions upon an afflicted mind, does the 
anſwer to her requeſt exhibit! After a ſolicitation of three months 
this anſwer was procured, and delivered to her by the Governor 
the fortreſs : © That his Imperial Majeſty had been pleaſed to de- 
termine, that, on no conſideration whatever, ſhe ſhould be pt 
t mitted to go to Vienna; but that ſhe might quit the priſon, on 
« condition of never returning to it.” The permiſſion to go b 
Vienna, where poſſibly another interview with the Emperor might 
have opened the eyes of this unfortunate Prince to the enormities 

which his Miniſters made him the inſtrument, was, at any rate, ® 
be guarded againſt ; but the requeſt to quit the priſon for mei 
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Mftance was Acquieſced in. Obſerve, however, the inhuman, the 
Babalu condition annexed to it: Yes; you may quit the priſon 
« of your huſband to ſeek medical advice ; but mark, it is to re- 
« turn no more: you have facrificed your health to obtain the ſo- 
« ciety of your huſband ; you ſhall now facrifice the ſociety of your 
« huſband to obtain the recovery of your health.” There is really 
n ingenuity of conception in this refinement of barbarity which 
ſeems to diſgrace the genius of the dramatic poets of all ages who 


have endeavoured to paint tyranny in its moſt odious and deteſtable 
ie colours. 

Dn [ will now read to the Houſe the patient, calm, and affecting 
he reply of the unhappy ſufferer to this ſavage inſult, upon the beſt and 
{! tendereft feelings of which the human heart is capable: 


Letter of Madame de la Fayette. 


The Commandant of Olmutz informed me yeſterday, that, 
in anſwer to my requeſt of being allowed to go for eight days to 
« Vienna for the purpoſe of conſulting the faculty, his Imperial 
« Majeſty ſignified, that on no conſideration whatever I am to be 
* permitted to viſit that capital; and that he will conſent to my 
* quitting this priſon only on condition of never entering it more. 
„have the honour to reiterate the anſwer which I made to the 


on „Commandant. To ſolicit the aſſiſtance which the ſtate of my 
cl * health requires, is a duty which I owed my family and my 
by * friends ; but they are ſenſible that it is not poſſible for me to 
15 * purchaſe it at the price at which it is offered. I cannot forget, 
Cl * that while we were both on the point of periſhing—me, by the 
. tyranny of Roberſpierre; M. de la Fayette, by the moral and 
20} * phyſical ſufferings of his captivity—that I was not allowed to 
ae obtain any account of him, or to inform him that his children 
4 "and myſelf were yet in exiſtence ; and nothing ſhall tempt me 


* to expoſe myſelf a ſecond time to the horrors of ſuch a ſeparation. 
* Whatever, then, may be the ſtate of my health, or the inconve- 


J * Miencies which may reſult to myſelf and my daughters from this 
1 * habitation, we will all three avail ourſelves with gratitude of the 


' goodneſs of his Imperial Majeſty, who permits us to ſhare his 
captivity in all its details.” 


on 

ö to This letter, the authenticity of which cannot be queſtioned, re- 
ight als to us another inſtance of atrocious cruelty to which ſhe had 
8 of _ expoſed. She cannot forget, that while they were on the 


dint of periſhing in their reſpective dungeons, ſhe had not been 
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children or herſelf were yet in exiſtence. Why, let me aſk, 2 
the circumſtances I have related to be ſuppoſed exaggerated ſit 
of barbarity, when ſuch barbaritics as theſe are in proof before x? 
Wich a ſorrow, which J am certain all who. hear me will partake, 
I have to inform the Houſe, that in this alarming tate of heath, 
ſhe has been to this hour ſuffered to languiſh in a priſon, which, 
there is too much reaſon to apprehend, will ſhortly become the 
tomb of ſo much virtue. Among all the horrible crimes to whic 
the French Revolution has, in its progreſs, given birth, thoſe why 
love to contemplate human nature in its more favourable points 
view, will derive ſome conſolation to their wounded feclings fron 
its having given occaſion to the diſplay of ſuch exemplary virtue, 
Thoſe who conſider religion as the beſt and ſureſt foundation of al 
virtue, will learn with ſatisfaction, that until her misfortunes gave 
ſcope to the exertion of the great qualities of her mind, the eminent 
piety of this lady had been the moſt diſtinguiſhing feature of her 
character. But what will thoſe friends of religion think, when 


they are told that, by thoſe governments who have hypocritical pniſo 
affected to be waging war in the cauſe of religion itſelf, that picty 15 
ider 


by which ſhe was diſtinguiſhed, has been converted into an add. 
tional inſtrument of torture! By the tenets of the Roman Catholic en 
perſuaſion, we know how very ſtrictly the duties of confeſſion and 
of hearing maſs are enjoined. If, in the poignancy of her af 
tions, the accumulated injuries 0 her oppreſſors could be ſuppoſed, MP" 


in a mind of ſuch angelic purity, to have excited a romentar out | 
emotion of reſentment, and have diſturbed the meek tranquillity d unde 
Chriſtian reſignation, it is a torment to her conſcience not to It moſt 
ſuffered, in the acknowledgement of it, to tulfil that duty which her bold: 
religion has preſcribed. The opportunity of fulfilling theſe duties uber 
by fincere and devout Roman Catholics, confidered as facred and - 
_ Indiſpenſable, have, by a Government pretending to be fighting the * 
cauſe of that very religion, been abſolutely refuſed to her repeatel - 


and preſſing ſolicitations. | 
The Houſe is probably impatient to be relieved from the detal 
of ſuch diſtreſſing circumſtances. Many more have come to" 
knowledge, which the delicacy of diſcloſing the means by which 
they have tranſpired, prevent my touching upon. I am ava 
that by ſome the agitation of this ſubject is conſidered as more ini 
rious than beneficial to the unfortunate perſons it relates to. AT 
anonymous obſervations of that nature, I ſhould think unwortlf 
of notice. But fince I gave notice of this motion, a pap! ha 
been put into my hands, where, I confeſs, it was with concen | 
found a writer of eminence and ability adopting this langwF 
: 2 
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Whoever has read much of what has been written during the 
courſe of the Revolution, muſt be acquainted with the various 
publications of M. Mallet du Pan. In a letter, addrefled to the 
editor of a Paris Journal, I find him poſitively contradiQing a ſtate- 
ment which that editor had made of the ill treatment of the pri- 
ſoners of Olmutz, telling him, that by the repreſentation he has 
given of it he has made himſelf /he Echo of Im paſture. From what 
burces M. Mallet du Pan has drawn his information, I do not 
how: in his contradiction of the rigorous treatment of the pri- 
foners of Olmutz, from the reſpectable character he bears, I hope, 1 
and am willing to believe, that he 1s himſelf only the Echo of Im- f 

ure. Thoſe, however, who have been converſant with his 
former writings, will certainly obſerve that he has, in this inſtance, 
adopted ſome what of a more courtly ſtrain than is perfectly conſiſ- 
tent with the liberal principles of rational liberty, of which he has 
uſually profeſſed himſelf the advocate. He declares, that, in com- 
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* mon with the reſt of the world, he laments the fate of theſe unhappy 
ll mbners: he declares himſelf likewiſe perfectly ignorant with re- 


ſpect to the cauſes of their confinement. This ignorance he con- 
ders as impoſing a duty upon all prudent men of an entire ſilence 
upon the ſubject, and recommends it to their friends to endeavour, 
by all the means in their power, that theſe unhappy perſons ſhould 
be wholly forgotten till hiſtory ſhall have removed the veil which 
xt preſent covers this myſterious buſineſs. His indignation is with- 
out bounds, when he finds this journaliſt holding forth to Europe, 
under the colours of a Caligula, a Monarch, of all others, the 


ge 
Q Lad 
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10 be moſt diſtinguiſhed for clemency ; yet he tells us, that this Monarch 
h her 14s in his priſons, neither he nor any one elſe can conjecture 
jute BF berefore, a perſon to whoſe character he himſelf affixes the epi- 
g and thets efſumable and irreproachable. M. Mallet du Pan muſt pro- 
ng the ce other inſtances of clemency, I believe, before he perſuades 
peat Europe to ſubſtitute the name of Titus to that of Caligula in be- 


af of the object of his panegyrie. This writer certainly does 
little honour to the government he undertakes to defend, when 
be adds, that the friends of La Fayette will produce no other 
fects, by their complaints, than exciting the powers upon whom 
aware lis liberation depends, to lengthen, his captivity. I will not ſup- 


e .de that, with the rulers of a free country, a remonſtrance againſt 
Aeon will be ſuppoſed capable of producing-an aggravation 
wort it. So far from entertaining ſuch an opinion, I do not appre- 
er band that I am doing any injury to the cauſe of La Fayette in 
dem is country, when 1 ſay that whatever ſentiments may be here 


1 of the principles he has maintained and acted upon, 
01. I. 31 
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I know that he would not to-morrow purchaſe his liberty by fe 
retractation of any one, of them. I will not believe that in th 
country it will be imputed to him as a crime that he refuſe th 
liberty which was oftcred to him, upon his firſt arreſt, at Namur, 
upon the condition of betraying the army, of which he had rin. 
quiſhed the command, to the enemy. I will not believe that th 
country harbours am ill will againſt a native of France, becauſe he 
was the original inititutor of thoſe national guards which has 
enabled France to eſtabliſh her Republic againſt the united eflors d 
all Europe; ſtill lets wilt I believe that there can, in any cure: 
of this country, Jurk againit him a narrow and vindidtive ſpirit 
which can be gratified in beholding the friend and pu; il of the 
illuſtrious W athington periſhing in a dungeon upon account of his 


to, 3. 


allow 


political principles, even though ſuch principles may have bn 
originally imbibed in ſupporting the cauſe of America againſt Great 
Britain. It ſuch conſiderations can ſtimulate the malignity d 
vengeance in arbitrary and deſpotie governments, it becomes us to 
ſhew, that, under a free conſtitution, ſentiments more liberal and 
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magnanimous are generated in the human mind. In 
I owe many apologics to the Houſe for having conſumed b! 
much of their time upon a ſubject, the argument upon which is 4 
comprized v.ithin ſo narrow a compaſs. I revert, therefore, to the pre 
declaration of the Emperor, the ground upon which I reſt the a « ter 
ſolute neceſſity of taking ſome ſtep to vindicate the national honour M. 
from the obloquy which that declaration has thrown upon it. Vi: Hef 
are in as full poſſeſſion of the authenticity of that dechration as tit 4 the 
nature of the caſe can pofſibly admit. Let any one who oppoſe « NI. 
this motion, undertake to explain by whom, unlefs by his alles « 
the hands of the Emperor are bound, upon this ſubject; and let ne un 
aſk, if, after this declaration, known and circulated as it is througt ſatis; 
Europe, theſe priſoners are ſuffered ſtill to languiſh in their preſent [ will 
miſerable condition, to what member of the alliance will the con- the H 
mon voice of all mankind impute the fact? If, as we were elv- fn n 
quently and triumphantly told by Mr. Pitt, every Engliſkmas addin, 
fron! the higheſt to the loweſt, is entitled to his ſhare of the ge 
of the Archduke Charles's victorics, where ſhall that Engliſmn ec 
ſhelter himſelf from an equal ſhare of that diſgrace and ignomil) o the 
that which an Engliſhman ſhould feel as the worſt of ignominie Ml 
whigh belongs to the perpetrators of cruelty, injuſtice, and o BN" Pp 
preſſion ? Jo free the country from the obloquy of lying unt an j 
ſuch an imputation, is the object of the motion J ſhall ſubmit v "_p 
the Houſe. The moment in which I am ſpeaking Is, yerhaps,l N 
«al Ut 


all others, the moſt ſeaſonable for a meaſure of the nature of tl 
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which I propoſe. We have ſet on foot a negotiation for peace, on 
the ſucceſsful iſſue of which the wiſhes of ſuffering humanity are 
fixed with anxicty to 2xpectation. In ſuch a moment, is it not to 
te hoped that the ſenſations of rancour and animotity, which have 
but too long filled our boſoms, are at length ſubfiding into milder 
and more charitable feelings? Sure I am, that the parties who 
will be beſt entitled to credit for their ſinecrity in wiſhing a forti- 
mate concluſion to this negotiation, are thoſe who, upon entering 
into it, give a pledge of their conciliating and pacific diſpoſition, by 
Greſting their minds of thoſe habits of virulence and acrimony 
which the nature of ſuch a conteit has but too fataliy given birth 
to, and ſomented among all the parties engaged in it. May I be 
allowed to ſuggeit, that the act of merey, humanity, and juſtice 
am now recommending, would, on the part of the allies, be no 
ſlizht indication of that temper pervading their cyuncils, which is 
belt calculated to promote the attainment of the great object to 
which the hopes and withes of all the nations of Europe are; at 
this moment, o anxiouſly directed? 

Indulzing a hope that the Houſe may concur with me in vicw- 


4 þ ig the ſubject in this light, I move, 

h is „Thi an humble addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty, to re- 
3 the BAY © preſent to His Majeſty, that it appears to this Houſe that the de- 
> oh. * tention of General La Fayette, Bureau de Puſy, and Latour 
non WH © aubourgh, in the priſon of His Majeſty's ally, the Emperor 
We BW German, is bightly injurious to his Imperial Majeſty, and to 
$ the * tie common cauſe of the allies ; and humbly to implore His 


Majeſty te intercede in ſuch manner as to his wiſdom ſhall ſeem 
mo! proper for the deliverance of theſe unfortunate perſons.” 
Mr. SENI DAN. Sir, I rife with the utmoſt readineſs and 
atisfiction to fecond the motion, which has juſt been made. But 
[ will not for a moment prevent you from ſtating the queſiion to 
be Houſe, nor will I ritque the chance of weekening the impreſ— 
fon made upen the underſtanding and feelings of the Houſe, by 
adding any thing to what has been fo forcibly and cloquently ad- 
ne by my honeurable friend, till I hear what can poſſibly be 
weed in oppoſition to that irreſiſtible appeal which he has made 
o the juſtice and humanity of a Britiſh Legiſlature. 

Mr. Chancellor FITT. I readily admit that a more ſtriking 
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1d op 2 pathetic appeal was never made to the feelings of the Houſe, 
under Pn in the eloquent ſpeech which introduced the motion of the 
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* 1 . 3 
5558 ed to the ſenſibility of every individual preſent, I am aware 
ug dis is a queſtion to be decided by the underſtanding alone, and 
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mourable gentleman. Irreſiſtible, however, as that appeal was, 
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therefore cannot decline ſtating to the Houſe my reaſons for ne. this 
tiving the motion. It is more particularly incumbent upon me v 4 q 
undertake the taſk, as the right honourable gentleman in that part q a tr: 
his ſpeech which was the moſt argumentative, referred particular pati! 
to what I had ſaid on a former occaſion. The argument, indeed, fere. 
lies within 2 narrow compaſs. I hope I need not declare, that if rep 
J were ſatisfied of the exiſtence of the facts, even to the tenth pan wha 
of what has been ſtated by the honourable gentleman, and if it wh 
depended upon me to decide whether thoſe fas ſhould continue one 
to exiſt, I ſhould not for a moment helitate what courſe to purſue, preſ 
I am perſuaded, that if the circumſtances were ſuch as have been his « 
deſcribed, and the caſe of a nature which came within the cogni. ever 
Zzance of the Houſe, there could not poſſibly exiſt the ſmalleſt cif. inte 
ference of opinion on the ſubject. But I contend, that however reſp 
the. Houſe may be affected by the repreſentation of facts, which fonr 
has reached the honourable gentleman, and which I have no doubt pur] 
he has reaſon to believe to be true, though I have heard a verr q- of 1 
poſite ſtatement of the tranſaction, that the -caſe is one which des the 
not properly call for our interference. "The Houſe are in pollettion ever 
of no fats which authoriſe them to take any decided ſtep on the of ü 
occalion ; there is nothing to ſatisfy them that the detention of La mitt 
Fayette is a circumſtance at all to be influenced by their authority, beer 
or connected with any exertion of their power. However ther ven 
humanity be intereſted in the recital, conſidered as a queſtion af ve 
political relations, it is not one which does at all come within crue 
their cognizance. But how does the matter ſtand ? Fhe honour- wit! 
able gentleman has quoted a verbal report of a ſpeech of his I. adm 
perial Majeſty, who is repreſented as having ſaid, “ That the We 
matter did not depend on him ; that it was a very complicated cout 
affair; that his hands were bound up.“ He therefore ſuppoſcs from lea 
this declaration of the EMperor, that the detention of La Fayette on 
is an event which depends on the will of His Britannic Majech, Thi 
as an ally of that Prince. But upon what ground is ſuch a ſup of 
poſition formed? From whatever motive of duty or obligation Nee 
the Emperor may have aQed in adopting this meaſure of the ce. war 
tention of La Fayette, by what inference can it be concluded that pref 
the King of Great Britain is either complicated in the motive, of 1 
party to the engagement? As to the queſtion of any ſuch engage: the 
ment, I now declare in the moſt public, ſolemn, and explicit man- = 


ner, that I know of no obligation expreſſed, implied or underſtood 
by His Majeſty, as at all connected with the tranſaction. L know ſic 
of no communication that has paſſed on the ſubject between - = 
Courts of London and Vienna. No opinion has been aſked from fre 
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this country, nor has any reaſon been afforded to believe that it was 
x queſtion on which we could have any influence to decide. It is 
J tranſaction in which His Majeity has not had the ſmalleſt partici- 
pation, and with reſpect to which he can have no right to inter- 
fre, As to the colours in which the honvurable gentleman has 
repreſented that tranſaction, there can be but one feeling : and to 
whatever degree the repreſentation may be juſt, it it was a cafe in 
which the Houſe could with propriety interſere, there could be but 
one ſentiment as to the courſe which ought to be adopted on the 
reſent cecaſion. For my own part, whatever be the ground of 
bis original detgntion, which I] do not now mean to diicuſs, how- 
ever juſtifiable the right which may have been exerciſed in the firſt 
infance, J have no helitation in ſaying with reſpect to him, as with 
reſpect to any other individual, that if the ſeverity of his impri- 
ſonment is carried to any thing beyond what is neceſſary for the 
purpoſe of ſafe cuſtody, if it is accompanied with any circumſtances 
of inſult, cruelty, and outrage, ſuch a conduct cannot fail to meet 
the ſtrongeſt reprehenſion, and to excite the warmeſt indignation in 
every manly and feeling mind. We have no means of judging 
of the facts; very oppoſite ſtatements have undoubtedly been ſub. 
mitted to the public. But even after the ſympathy which has 
been produced by the narrative of the honourable mover, I will 
venture coolly to ſubmit to the judgement of the Houſe, whether 
we are bound to take upon ourſelves the reſponſibility of any act of 
cruelty, injuſtice, or oppreſſion, which may be commitced by a power 
with whom we are upon a footing of amity and alliance? Tf we 
admit the principle in one inſtance, we mult equally adopt it in all. 
We muſt take up the reſolution not to continue in habits of inter- 
curſe and friendly communication with any foreign ſtate, while we 
leave unredreſſed any act of ſeverity, cruelty, barbarity, and oppreſ- 
on, which we may ſuppoſe to be ſanctioned by the Government. 
The honourable gentleman adverted to the ſufferings of the partners 
of La Fayette's captivity, under the tyranny of Roberſpicrre. I 
need not remind the Houſe how greatly the eruelties exerciſed to- 
wars thoufands by that bloody tyrant exceeded thoſe which are re- 
preſented in this inſtance as exerciſed towards one individual ; nor 
were the victims of his oppreſſion of a character leſs deſerving than 
the object who is now held out to your compaſſion, many of them, 
indeed, were perſons of the moſt exalted virtue. But was it ever 
ſated by gentlemen on the other ſide, that the cruelty of Rober- 
ſpierre was a reaſon which ought to prevent us from forming any 
connection with his Government, and entering into habits of 
ſendly intercourſe with the French nation? Did not they hold 
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; | 
a directly oppoſite line of argument? And in replying to ther 
tuggeſtions in favour of immediate negociation, did we cver ug 
our horror of the perſon of the tyrant or deteſtation of his crime 
as the reaſons why we could not adopt their recommendation? 05 
the contrary, we were moſt carcful to ſtate that the ſame principle 
which gave birth to his crimes, alſo operated in a way which rre- 
cluded us from any hope of being able to trear with effect. We 
ſaid, Show us the ſecurity that we may expect from the reſy! 
of negociation, and we ſhall then be ready to treat: we ſhall wax 
all objections to the character and conduct of the Government, if 
you ſhall convince us that theſe are not connected with circum- 
ſtances, which operate as a bar to peace.” If we ſaw nothing in 
the character of that Government to prevent negociation, provided 
2a proper ſecurity could have been obtained, can we poſſibly admit 
the principle, that in proportion to our connection with a forcign 
power, we take upon ourſelves a reſponſibility for the ſeparate con- 
cerns of the Government, and the particular tranſactions ſanGioned 
by their authority? Whatever judgement we may entertain with 
reſpect to the tranſaction in queſtion, whether the Miniſters of his 
Imperial Majeſty have adviſed him well or ill; whether they have 
acted conformably to the law of nations and the rights of war in the 
detention of M. La Fayette, we are not called to pronounce upon 
any deciſion which they have adopted. We have no more rięlt 
to interfere in this inſtance than with reſpe to any other exercile 
of municipal authority. Are we to make a condition of our con- 
nection with any foreign country, that its criminal law ſhall be 
equitably and lenicntly adminiſtered ; or if juſtice be perverted 
from its courſe, and puniſhment rigorouſly inforced, to conceive 
that the guilt is ours, if we do not interfere with the means of fe- 
dreſs * Let us put a ſtronger caſe than the preſent inſtance. Let 
us ſuppoſe that any body of ſubjcAs in Hungary ſhould complain 
that the rights of the nation were invaded, and the people reduced 
to a ſtate of the moſt abject and cruel oppreſſion ; woutd we in con- 
fequence of ſuch repreſentation be entitled to interfere in order t 
vindicate their privileges, and reſeue them from the tyranny of the 
ſovereign? But let us bring the caſe home to ourſelves, and ak 
how this country would feel if any interference were attempied by 
a foreign power with reſpect to the proceedings of its Government * 
I hope that this country never will nor can produce any parallel in. 
ſtance to the tranſaction in queſtion. But let us for a moment 
ſuppoſe that we were parties to any tranſaction of ſuch a nature ® 
to excite feclings of compaſſion, regret, and horror in forcign nation, 
and to produce from them an interference founded on ſuch ſentl- 
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ments; would we conceive them juſtified to make their feelings the 
gandard of our conduct to ſet up their judgement in oppoſition to 
zur authority, and by their interference control our independence? 
| will ſtate a ſtrong caſe. Let us ſuppoſe that ſome country, not a 
rrty to the ſlave trade, ſhoulq take upon itſelf to interpoſe with re- 
ſpect to our conduct in this traffic — If humanity and Juſtice are 
abſtractly ſtated as ſufficient grounds of interference—here is a 
trade carried on in oppoſition to the eternal principles of juſtice, 
and accompanied with inſtances of cruelty and outrage the moſt 
ſhocking to humanity. What inſtance of individual oppreſſion 
en be put in competition with the injuſtice of a traffic which ſtrikes 


at the root of every moral obligation? What caſe of private ſuf- 


ſing can be brought forward fo attrocious in its nature or dreadful 
in its circumſtances ? Vet feeling as I do on that ſubject, and ſup- 
ring even the Emperor actuated by fimilar ſentiments, would J, 
or thoſe who think with me on the queſtion, conceive his Imperial 
Majeſty to be juſtified if he made the ſuppreſſion of the ſlave trade 
a Condition of his alliance with us? Would not every man in this 
Houſe repulſe with indignation this interference with our domeſtic 
economy, this invaſion of the authority of our Government, this in- 
ſult to our national independence ? I will not dwell longer on the 
ſubject, No inſtance of ſuch interference as is now propoſcd has 
ever occurred at any former period. No caſe has been made out, 
which calls upon the Houſe to interfere, nor could ſuch interference 
de attempted without eſtabliſhing a principle of the moſt unwar- 
rantable tendency z inconſiſtent with the internal policy and inde- 
pendent rights of foreign ſtates. I cannot, therefore, comply with 
tne invitation, which the honourable gentleman has held out, to in- 
terfere in this inſtance. It would be improper for this Houſe to 
take any ſhare in à tranſaction, which in no degree comes within 
their province, and on which their deciſion could have no influence. 
| dcfire, however, moſt explicitly to ſtate, that it ſhall not in fu- 
ure be underſtood or ſuppoſed, that it depends on any determina- 
tn of this Houſe, or on any right of this country, to prevent the 
Emperor from prolonging the detenſion of M. La Fayette. 

Mr. FOX. When upon the queſtion to which the attention of 
the Houſe is now directed, I find on the one fide an appeal fo for- 
ably made to humanity, to juſtice, and to policy, which it is at- 
@npted to clude by an elaborate diſplay of ſophiſtry; on the other, 

cannot delay one moment to give utterance to the ſentiments 
wth which I am impreſſed. Notwithſtanding the diſapprobation 
| feel of the manner in which the right honourable gentleman has 
ed the ſubject, I am glad to find one good effect that has ariſen 
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from the diſcuſſion ; J rejoice to find that the enormity which m 
honourable friend fo eloquently painted, is at length admit; 
that it is agreed that France in the worſt times of the tyrancy d 
Roberſpierre, that the hiſtory of the world cannot produce an in- 
ſtance of injuſtice, of cruelty, of oppreſſion, more aggravated, tho 
not in the extent, in principle and in the individual application, tha 
the treatment which General La Fayette has experienced from the 
ally of this country. But the right honourable gentleman doubt 
the truth of the facts which have been ſtated: Certainly there is 
no legal proof, no formal evidence, to ſubſtantiate them; but with. 
out any very favourable opinion of the candour of gentlemen Upon 
the other fide, 2 quality which, with regard to myſelf, I eanmt 
diſcover in them any extraordinary diſpoſition to practiſe, I vil 
undertake, if neceſſary, to furniſh ſuch evidence as cannot fail v 
place the matter bevond diſpute, and which they themſelves can- 
not refuſe to admit. But is not the circumſtance a matter of no- 
toriety ? Is it not true beyond the poſſibility of contradiQtion ? Car 
any degree of doubt be thrown upon the anſwer which Madame La 
Fayette received from the Emperor, or the letter in reply to the al 
ternative that was propoſed to her application? Do we not know tut 
a Government embarked in a war in defence of religion, the prin- 
ciples of humanity, and the cxiſtence of ſocial order, upon the r- 
queſt of this illuſtrious Lady, do not merely refuſe the favour, but, 
as my honourable friend ſo well expreſſed it, with a diabolical re- 
finement of eruelty and of inſult, connected the refuſal with an in- 
fidious endeavour to tempt her from her honourable and virtuous 
purpoſe ? What are the terms which they annex to the indulgence 
they offer? You muſt not come to Vienna; you may go ell- 
where; but it is upon condition of the deſertion of your huſhand 
for ever ! The letter which records this inſulting, this inhuman 
propoſal, is public; its authenticity is inconteſtable. And can we 
doubt that the Miniſters who on this occaſion adviſed the Emperii 
"who cannot be ſuppoſcd to have been unacquainted with the true 
character of this deteſtable proceeding, to commit an outrage, 0 
diſgrace himſelf by an act of cruelty, never ſurpaſſed by the h. 
ranny of Roberſpierre, are guilty of thoſe other circumſtances which 
have been imputed to them with reſpe& to the detention of L 
Fayette? Let us not think to juſtify the conduct by any doubt a 
its truth. The facts are ſuch as every man may judge, and the 
only reſult of his judgement muſt be that they are true. But, ff, 
the right honourable gentleman, if we interfere upon the preſent 
occaſion, ſtrong as it is, we violate the general principle that pi 
hihits us to interfere in the internal regulations of independe 
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fates, Has he, however, forgotten the general argument which 
he has ſo frequently urged to us upon many important queſtions ? 
s the principle to be admitted with no limitation; can the rule 
« ſuffer no exception ?” The only difference we have had with 
him is, whether in the caſes for which he contended the exception 
was to be endured ? When the power of the Crown is to be in- 
creaſed at the expence of the liberties of the people, when the Con- 
fitution is to be infringed, when the privileges of the Houſe are 
to be diſregarded, the right honourable gentleman has no objection 
to abandon the principle, and to be guided by the exception ; and 
* is only when an illuſtrious ſufferer is to be reſcued from the dun- 


1 
10 geons of deſpotiſm ; it is only when humanity, when juſtice, when 
cl virtue plead their ſtrongeſt claims, that general rule cannot, in his 


limation, abate the ſmalleſt portion of its rigour. If in one in- 
ſtance we admit the exception, here alone he perceives no limits to 
is application. It is ſaid, that there are no precedents ; but I 


no- 
* vill tell the right honourable gentleman that there are many pre- 
1 cedents in the hiſtory of Europe, ſome where ſuch interferences 


were without effect; others, when they were employed with ſucceſs. 
When our Ambaſſador left Paris at the beginning of the preſent 
conteſt, he left behind him a powerful interceſſion in favour of the 
unfortunate King. Is the caſe of the interference of France, in 
favour of Aſgill, referred to in an eloquent book which every body 
has read, unknown, and does this form no precedent? I wiſh to 
know what there was in the connection of France with America ſo 


Y ntimate and ſo peculiar, that warranted that Court to do with 
* America what we cannot attempt with Auſtria? Were they more 
elk cloſely united by the nature of their cauſe, or the circumſtances of 
Hand tteir alliance, than we to that ally with reſpe& to whom we enter- 


— lain ſuch ſcrupulous delicacies? After the glorious ſhare which 
n We de were proud to boaſt in the victories of the Archduke, can we 
dem. doubt of the intimacy of the relation only where it may promote 
* the cauſe of humanity and of juſtice? The words of the Em- 
e, 0 7 are clear and intelligible : “ his hands are tied up; he is 
bound.“ Surely this does not mean that the Emperor is bound 
which by any law. Is he fo limited in the exerciſe of his power, eſpecially 


of a In the country which is the ſcene of this atrocity, that he does not 


vt of BY © the authority to liberate a priſoner unjuſtly detained ? Then 

e muſt be bound by his allies ; he muſt then be bound by ſome one 
«fu thoſe known powers with whom he is connected. To ſhew, 
ore, that Great Britain is not the power to whom this injuſ- 
$ to be aſcribed, to preſerve our honour and our character un- 


Ulied, I call upon the Houſe to paſa a. vote that will reſcue us from 
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the imputation of being concerned in fo deteſtable a tranſaQim, 
and attach the infamy to the party to whom in reality it belong, 
But we are told, you will interfere in the domeſtic ecunny 
and regulations of independent States. I anſwer, No: this is ng 
a queſtion which afteQs domettic economy. I fee General 1; 
Fayette and his unfortunate companions transferred from the pri. 
ſons of the King of Prutlia to the dungcons vf the Emperor; and 
hy? but becauſe he was conlidered to be the prifoner of the allies, 
I am aware that a cavil may be employed; but ſurely it cannot be 
employed with ſucceſs—that, as General La Fayette was tajen 
priſoner before we engaged in the war, he is the priſon: r of thok 
powers only who were ten engaged. I hope, however, that ſuc, 
a pitiful cavil will not be urged. The transferrence of this unf. 
tunate man from his original place of confinement is a comple 
proof that he was not the priſoner of the King of Pruſſia, not tle 
priſoner of the Emperor of Germany, but that he was the priſcna 
of the powers centedcerated againſt France. And can tis be calle! 
an interference in domeitic policy? Is General La Fayette tle 
ſubject of the Emperor; or was he taken up for violating lms 
which he was bound to obey 5 No; he was taken as a priſoner «i 
war; and then, of courſe, he ought to be held as the priſoner d 
the allies jointly, according to the law of nations. Bec it then, that 
he is to be conſidered as a priſoner of war (thought even this 5 
a point which may admit of diſpute) ; it is a common cuſiom to 
allow to ſuch their Itberty upon their parole, and upon condition 
that they ſhall not again ſerve during the war. But was any ſuch 
propoſal made to La Favctte? No: with that diabolical malice 
which prompted the Minifters of the Emperor to tempt the vife d 
this illuſtrious ſufferer to depart from the magnanimous purpole ſhe 
had formed of fuccouring her oppreſſed huſband, they in vain 2 
tempted to ſeduce the gallant La Fayette to fenounce that briglt 
reputation he has fo nobly acquired, to tarmth thoſe laurels with 
which he is deckes, to ſacrifice that proud and dignified character 
that will fourifl: in the annals of the world, and live in the eſüm. 
tion of poſterity, when Kings and the Crowns they wear are mott 
dering in the duſt. They put to him the queſtion, © Will j« 
ce oive a ſanction to thoſe who diſapprove the Conſtitution, and take 
up arms to deſtroy it? His negative vas decided. La Fayette, 
while he diſapproved the incaſures by whichi he was driven from his 
country, felt a magnanimity that did not permit him to prom 
the defigns of thoſe who were confederated againſt it; nor wo 
he violate, by a treacherous act, that duty and that affection vic 
he ſtill felt for his country. I hope and truſt, therefore, that th 
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Houſe will feel that La Fayette was detained, not as 2 ſubject of 
the Emperor upon a criminal charge, but that he was confined as a 
priſoner of war, and not as a priſoner of the Emperor, but as a 
priſoner of the allies. 

Shall I be told by the right honourable gentleman that there is 
0 connection between the infamy of fo baſe an injuſtice as this, 
and the very ſucceſs with which a common cauſe is purſued * Sup- 
pole that, at the period when this country was at peace with France, 
when ker internal fituation was ſuch as would not have induced the 
right honourabl2 gentleman to interfere, had he been united with 
her by treaties, and about to act with her as an ally in defence of 
r:igion, of humanity, and of focial order, would he not have ſaid 
o her rulers, the object of the confederacy cannot be purſued with 
ſucceſs, unlefs you remove the ſeandal and the diigrace which your 
internal proceedings muſt occaton * Conceive, too, that, at the 
period when the reſtoration of monarchy in France, and ſuch an 
lea was certainly acted upon to a certain degree at leaſt, the Em- 
peror of Germany had thrown into priſon the Count of Provence, 
who now claims the Crown, would it have been poſſible to have 
protecuted the war with any appearance of propriety without obtain- 
ing his liberation? Would we not have interceded in his favour 
to avoid the appearanee of fo glaring an inconſiſtency ? Where is 
the difference, I would aſk, between this and the preſent. caſe ? 
When a war is pretended to be undertaken to defend religion, juſ- 
tie, ard ſocial order, is it poſſible, while ſuch unheard-of \ cruelty 
exiſts, while it is perpetrated by one of the allics, co-operating for 
thoſe objects, and exerciſed towards the perſon of a warm friend to 
limited monarchy, a martyr to that cauſe and to his principles, that 
hoſe objects can be proſecuted with ſucceſs, that the confederates 
can merit any confidence in their ſincerity ? It is not enough to 
vncicate the honour of this country from the partnerſhip of ſo vile in 
a tranſactign, that we are told by the right honourable gentleman Wl 
unt Great Britain is perfectly free from any part of the blame. bb 
We ought not to be contented with ſo unſatisfadtory a declaration I 
pon ſo nice and delicate a ſubject. We ſhould declare, not by 5 
« Miniſterial aſſertion, but by that interceſſion we ought to make 3b 
nich our ally, that we are wholly unconcerncd ; and that fo far as a 
les in our power, we have done every thing to vindicate ourſelves | 
from the infamy, and to remedy the injuſtice. Is it contrary to the by; 
nights of independent ſtates, and the uſage of nations, to intercede ö 6298 
with an ally in the cauſe of humanity? Many inſtances have oc- 0 
cured when this interceſſion has been made with ſucceſs, and none 
to be found where it gave offence. But when we reflect upon 
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the nature of the alliance which ſubſiſts between this country ani 
Auſtria, the loans which from year to ycar the Emperor has received, 
the peculiar alacrity, and the extraordinary zeal with which Mi. 
niſters have ſtepped forward to ſupply his neceſtities, muſt not erey 
man acknowledge that here, if in any cafe, there is as little rogn 
for ſcruple as there would be ground for offence ? Here, withoy 
arrogant preſumption or raſh interference, we might recommend v 
our ally to forbear a conduct that throws a ſtigma upon the cauſe 
we maintain, and reflects odium upon the parties by whom the in 
Juſtice is perpetrated. Till this be done in an open and unequiw. 
cal manner, I muſt believe that the Emperor is really bound, ant 
that he is prevented from purſuing his inclinations by ſome ally, by 
whom he is in a ſituation to be controled. 

The right honourable gentleman adduced a very ſingular inſtance 
to ſupport his argument againſt interference upon the preſent coe. 
fion. I am ſure he will do me the juftice to think that I do ne 
look upon the ſlave trade with more favourable eye than himſelf, 
He has ſtated juſtly, and ſtrongly, that few inſtances of the moſt 
undiſguiſed injuſtice, of the moſt aggravated enormity and accumi- 
lated horror, which blot the hiſtory of mankind, can be compare 
with this abominable trafic. The right honourable gentleman 


however, will agree, that for ſeveral years, the greater numble af 


his colleagues in office, by their ſpeeches, by their talen.s, and 
much more by their influence, have been guilty of prolonging ths 
ſyſtem of injuſtice and of guilt. The right henourable genticran 
has all this while ſet paſſive under the intamy which he muſt cot 
ceive to accrue to lis colleagues from the defence of a cauſe ſo & 
teſtable, without an attempt at interceſſ;on to accelerate the oh. 
throw of ſuch injuliice, and to vindicate the purity of his Adminik 
tration. He may, therefore, fairly ſay, in juſtification of his pre- 
ſent conduct, and in ſupport ot his preſent argument: If I cannd 
intercede in ſo honourable a cauſe with my friends ſo near me, how 
can I be expected to intercede with the Emperor of Germany in fr 
vour of the illuſtrious and unfortunate La Fayette? If I had te 
right, as I have not, of adviſing the right honourable gentleman in 
private, I ſhould recommend to him to employ, in the cafe of tie 
ſlave trade, with his friends and colleagues in office, the weight whycl 
his interceſſion doubtleſs would carry along with it; but in hi 
public character I have the right; and I call upon him, if he feels 
that warmth of humanity which ſome parts of his ſpeech ſeemed t0 


imply, to vindicate his ſincerity by an interceſſion in favour of the 
pri ſoners of Olmutz, and at once to aſſert the cauſe of human) 


and protect the honour of his country: 
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The right honourable gentleman ſays, that, to adopt ſuch a pre- 
dent, would be to make us parties in every internal tranſaction of 
ur allies to which any objection could be formed. The right ho- 
aurable gentleman tells us ſometimes, that it is a falſe mode of 
eafoning to argue from the rule againſt the exception, and from 
he policy of the little to the policy of the great; and [ certainly do 
wot feel myſelf diſpoſed to controvert the general truth of the obſer- 
rations ; but the preſent is a caſe of mercy, that mercy which itſelf 
b only an exception to the grand principle of juſtice, and held no 
leſs dignified in its nature, and no leſs honourable in its practice. 
Why then does the right honourable gentleman ſtand ſo high upon 
the principle * Why does he refuſe to adrnit the limitation in an 
inſtance ſo glorious and ſo ennobling? Why will he refuſe to deviate 
from the rule to form the ſplendid exception, at once to reflect dig- 
nity upon the principle, and to ſupport the cauſe of humanity in 
is operation? While the right honourable gentleman has thus 
nielded to his cold feelings, to the unſympathiſing ſeverity of his 
judgement and his reaſon ; while, by the frigid dictates of his un- 


mo- derttanding, he induced the Houle to reſiſt a ſimilar motion of 
red my henourable friend upon a former occaſion, the unhappy effects 
1an, are to be ſeen in the increaſed miſerics and aggravated oppreſſion 
edt of the victims we deplore. The right honourable gentleman pro- 
and felſes to have admired the exalted virtues and the heroic magnani- 
this mity of the unfortunate wife of General La Fayette ; but ſo much 
man is the ſpirit of chivalry decayed, that he willingly allows her to 
on- moulder without reſource in the diſmal receſſes of a dungeon. 
ce⸗ Much as he admires this Lady's conduct, ſhe is to be little bene- 
ver. fred by this admiration 3 much as her ſituation excited his ſympa- 
ni thy, he will make no effort for her deliverance; till the waſting 
pre- progreſs of her ſufferings at laſt finally put a period to her diſtreſs, 
ft and cloſe her eyes to thoſe calamities which ſhe ſacrificed her life 
how eo ſhare and to alleviate. If the people of this country muſt exult 
\ ft in the victories of Prince Charles, and participate in their glory, 
the vill they not feel with equal tranſport the triumph of relieving the 
nin unfortunate? There is one circumſtance which I cannot help ob- 


the ring; I have often been accuſed by the right honourable gentle- 
hich man, becauſe I have expreſſed myſelf freely in praiſe of thoſe traits 
bis of gallantry, which the conduct of the enemy has diſplayed. But 
feels BW fe Archduke Charles, poſſeſſing thoſe qualities which are the uſual 
% ©mpanions of bravery, feels and does juſtice to the merit of an 
the enemy. The dead body of a French General (Marceau), which 
nity WY ed fallen into his power, he reſtores to his companions, and pays to 

lis funeral thoſe laſt honours that are due to bravery, Had this 
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generous Prince the diſpoſal of La Fayette, who could doubt of ir 
conduct he would puriue ? Capable of appreciating the merit ci 
of an enemy, the ſame diſpoſition that induced him to render jul. 
tice to the merit of Marceau, would lead him to eſteem the qualiti 
of La Fayette. If we may judge of the court of Vienna, fron 
the character of this Prince, the Emperor muſt be bound up fron 
following his own inclination, If we are to fix the blame un 
any particular quarter, we ſhould rather ſuſpect of prolonging the 
miſery and oppreſſion of La Fayette, thoſe individuals who hay 
reviled all Frenchmen, who have at all been conneQed with the 
Revolution, than thoſe who have ſhewn themſelves capable of al. 
lowing them the merit they deſerve. The Emperor is young in 
years, and in command ; we all know how eaſy it is in Courts ty 
conceal the truth, and to communicate to His Majeſty the impreſſion 
that is defired. Madame La Fayette aſks leave to come to Vienm 
to obtain a conſultation concerning the deplorable ſtate of her health, 
She gains permiſſion to leave her priſon upon conditions with which 
ſhe cannot comply. Yet theſe Miniſters, in their low and proyd. 
ling minds, ſeemed to be afraid that they had granted too much, 
They dreaded that ſhe might come to Vienna, and diſcloſc the hond 
ſcene of iniquity with which the Emperor was unacquainted. They 
then ſay, you may go to Hungary, to Bohemia, or any where elle 
you pleaſe, except Vienna; there you are not to come. Was it from 
any apprehenſion that ſhe who had ſpent ſo much of the laſt part of 
her life in the dungeons of anarchy and of deſpotiſm—ſhe who di- 
tinguiſhed herſelf by her pious conduct, her domeſtic temper, her 
mild and gentle virtues, was there to prove dangerous by her in- 
trigues? No; they feared that ſhe might obtain an audience d 
the Emperor, and diſplay ſuch a picture of her huſband's ſuffering 
and her own, as would ftrike his mind with indignation and hor- 
ror. It is true, that theſe cvents to a certain extent are public; 
that even the debates of this Houſe may be known at Vienna, 
But ſtill ſuch matters as this are carefully, and often ſucceſsfully, 
concealed from the knowledge of Princes. This will hardly be 
thought poſſible to thoſe who judge only by what they ſee in this 
country. What happencd to the King of Spain, however, maj 
prove true of the Emperor of Germany. During the whole court 
of the war with Spain, his Catholic Majeſty was told, and had be- 
lieved, that his troops were always victorious, and, to his aſtoniſh- 
ment, the firſt account he received of diſaſter was, when his Mini- 
ters, frightened into peace, informed him of the defeat of his arm, 
and adviſed him to put an end to the war on any terms. I 
convinced, it is impoſſible to believe any thing clſe, than that te 
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the Emperor has been cruelly, moſt cruelly deceived — deceived in a point 
ven by which his honour is fo ſeverely wounded, his character fo deeply 
jul. diſgraced. How, then, is the fame of the Emperor to be cleared, 
tix 1nd his reputation to be retrieved? How is he at length to be ena- 


Hed to do away the injuſtice, the barbarous, unfeeling oppreſſion, 
which ſo long has been practiſed by an abuſe of his authority ? Sup- 
pole my honourable friend ſhould be ſent to Vienna for this object, 
ind however unwilling to connect himſelf with the preſent Miniſ- 
ters, I am ſure in ſo benevolent a miſſion as this, he would not re- 
the fuſe to engage; would he poſſeſs the means of explaining to the 
al Emperor the cruelties which his Miniſters had inflicted? No. 
This could only be done by a communication between equals, 
let the King of Great Britain intimate to the Emperor, by direct 
ommunication, the true ſituation of the caſe, and the real ſentiment 
of the Britiſh nation coming from an equal authority, cannot fail 
of ſucceſs. It will not only ſerve the cauſe of juſtice and of huma- 
nity, and afford to the Emperor ſhelter from the imputation of the 
horrors which have been committed under his authority, and reſcue 
his name from being tranſmitted to poſterity polluted with the guilt 
of ſo deteſtable an outrage, loaded with the infamy of ſuch length- 
ened oppreſſion. I call upon this Houle to interpoſe its authority 


elle that this foul fact may be cleared up. I am ſure I ſhould ſooner 
rom truſt, on ſuch an occaſion as this, the benevolent feelings of the 
r Houſe, than the frigid reaſons which the right honourable gentleman 
. recommended us to exereiſe. After the progreſs they have ſeen of 
he the unfortunate La Fayette from the priſons of the King of Pruſſia 
e the dungeons of the Emperor, when they ſee that he is the pri- 
ce 0 foner of the allies, not the ſubjeR of the Houſe of Auſtria, they will 
Ing judge whether intercciTion in his favour would be either an in- 
hot- fringement of the rights of independent ſtates, or an interference 
ble; vith their domeſtic and municipal policy. In a war which is faid 
ns to have been undertaken in the cauſe of humanity and of juſtice, 
ully, will the Houſe k to the treatment of General La Fayette with- 
y be out emotions of ſympathy, or turn from his ſufferings without feel- 
i ings of execration? If they refuſe to yield to thoſe natural and 
may generous ſentiments which his hiſtory and his misfortunes are cal- 
burt ulated to inſpire, they are callous to every feeling which can dig- 
be fy and adorn the human character. If they refuſe to give the ſup- 
— port to a motion that recommends the interceſſion of this country, for 
lin the purpoſe of putting a period to miſery, already too long protracted, 
* a meaſure that violates none of the rights of independent ſtates, 


Mich even is connected with the future ſucceſs of the war, if its 
"Minuation ſhould prove neceſſary, they will be inſenſible to every 
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honourable fecling, and to every generous principle of ad 
Surely ſuch an appeal as this, I cannot make to the Houſe n 
vain ; it muſt awaken every ſentiment of that humanity which ; 
ſo charaQeriſtic of Britons, At a period, too, when a Willingne 
diſplays itſelf to forget that animoſity which ſo long prevailed h. 


tween this country and France, when- thoſe moſt diſtinguiſhed fy C 
their aſperity are deſirous of cultivating a better underſtanding mer 
ſurely we ought to diveſt ourſelves of rancour againſt thoſe by whon men 
it is leaſt of all deſerved. To La Fayette can be imputed none mar 
the horrors which have diſgraced the ſcenes of the Revolution i min 
France. By almoſt all (I know there are a few who think other. able 
wiſe) he is admitted to have been well intentioned —he acted on fore 
in the firſt times of the Revolution; he participated in none ofthe obje 
atrocities which ſucceeded. True to the principles he profeſk, tire! 
he ſacrificed to the ſacred impulſe of duty every thing which ws the | 
dear to his heart. Surely the ſufferings he has undergone, the un- \ 
merited' perſecution he has ſuffered, his conſtancy, his courage, ant wha 
his virtue, form claims which appeal equally to the calm didate that 
of reaſon, and the warm feelings of humanity. I fincerely hope hie 
that the Houſe will do themſelves the honour to ſanction ſo vir- not « 
tuous a cauſe. If the Minitter ſhould (how himſelf dead to all pero 
the ſentiments of humanity, and to the glory of the country, Go 
hope the Houfe will feel with their conſtituents, and reſcue from \ 
oppreſſion a perſon fo long the ſport of adverſity, and the victimo BW nar 
dcſpotiſm. acut 
Mr. W. SMITH ſpoke in favour of the motion. He aid, it af! 
had been rumoured that there was a poſſibility M. Fayette hai com 
been confined in this rigorous manner by the Emperor at the . ppl 
queſt of the Princes of the Blood, the brothers of the Frendl Wou! 
King; if fo, and Government choſe to interfere, he had not 2 tem. 
doubt but, on their intimation of a wiſh of that kind to the Count WW that 
d'Artois, he might, and would be induced to relinquiſh his clan WW vou 
on the Emperor's promiſe of ſuch confinement. The motion d nee 
not, he ſaid, require the Houſe to ſtop ſupplies to the Emperor til. BW and 
the requeſt was granted; it only requeſted the Houſe to uſe its i: wur 
terference, in order to prevail on His Majeſty to intercede with th apf 
Emperor in behalf of this unfortunate General. The Houſe migit WW had 
very well do this. Neither the Crown nor the Government could dem 
be degraded by an act of mercy ; and if the Houſe agreed to t they 
motion, the univerſal voice of the people of Great Britain ul BW ver. 
ſanction and applaud their deciſion. only 
Mr. MARTIN truſted, that the motion would not be reſiſt hone 
It peculiarly called on the humanity gf the Houſe ; and he * 
0 


with ſatisfaction, that a great many Members returned in the pre- 
ſent Parliament were young men, from whoſe feelings a decifion 
that would do honour to them might be juſtly expected. 
Mr. HAWKINS BROWNE obſerved, that the queſtion be- 
fore the Houſe ought to be decided on the ſimple ground of its own 
merits, without any reference whatever to the feelings of gentle- 
men. It was necetfary to take it into conſideration in a diſpaſſionate 
manner, otherwiſe it might with propriety be argued, that a deter- 
mination, influenced by the paſſion, could not be of a very juſtifi- 
able nature. He viewed, for his own part, the motion in a dif- 
ferent point of view; and he could not help thinking, that it was 
objectionable on many ſolid grounds, but particularly as it poſi- 
tively ſtated facts which did not come in an authentic ſtate before 
the Houſe. 
Mr. Chancellor PITT roſe to explain. He declared, that 
what he had ſtated on a former occaſion directly and poſitively was, 
that Government had no participation whatever in the meaſure 
which was the obje of the motion, and that conſequently it could 
not of itſelf effect the relcaſe of the priſoners detained by the Em- 
peror, There was not the ſlighteſt foundation for inſinuating that 
Government was any way concerned in it. 
Mr. GREY ſaid, that it was impoſſible for any man to hear the 
narrative of the ſufferings of General La Fayette without the moſt 
acute feelings of compaſſion for him and the unfortunate partners 
of his miſery. It wasa cauſe in which it would have well be- 
come the government of a great nation to interfere without any 
application. But when he heard it ſtated that ſuch interference 
would be inconſiſtent with the relation in which we ſtand to the in- 
ternal police of the Government of the Houſe of Auſtria, he hoped 
that the Houſe of Commons, as the only remaining refource, 
would poſitively direct the application to be made. He felt it un- 
neceſſary to go much at length into the ſubject, after the eloquent 
and pathetic appeal which had been made to the Houſe by his ho- 
nurable friend (General Fitzpatrick) ; and he confidered it as 2 
happy omen of the ſucceſs of his motion, that not one individual 
had come forward to oppoſe it, excepting the right honourable gen- 
deman (Mr. Pitt). One honourable gentleman had, indeed, 
lieved ſome diſpofition to riſe, but he ſuppoſed that his hands 
vere bound, and that he would not renew his attempt. There was 
"ly one point on which he wiſhed to ſay a few words. The right 
lonourable gentleman had alluded to the ſtate of the preſent negoti- 
Gon between this country and France ; and in this view he was 
4 _ that it would be extremely po'itical in this comitry, now 

01 
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that the Government had renounced every iden of interfering in the 
internal affairs of France, to ſhew by a public act that it took ny 
part in puniſhing any man who had been diſtinguiſhed in the cout 
of the Revolution. It had been ſtated, that this was a caſe in 
which it was beyond the competence of the Government of thi 
country to interfere ; but he contended the fat from which thi 
inference vas drawn to have been miſtated. La Fayette was ng 
detained as a, priſoner of war, but he was confined for ſomething 
that he had done fince the Revolution by an operation, as had been 
ſtated, of Municipal law. The beſt mode, therefore, of removitg 
all the jealouſies which might ſtill ſubſiſt between the negociating 
powers was, to ceaſe to perſecute any perſon who had actcd in that 
Revolution againſt which the war was undertaken. He carneſy 
hoped, therefore, that either the Britiſh Government would inter- 
cede with the Court of Vicnna in behalf of theſe unfortunate ei- 
tives, or that the Government of France would ſtipulate for thei 
releaſe as an article of the treaty. 
Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that the honourable pentleman 
having thought proper to impute to him a ſtatement, that the con. 
finement of Monſieur La Fayette was to be referred to the opera 
tion of the Municipal law, it was neceſſary for him to deny e.. 
preſsly ſuch an imputation. He had merely ſtated the impriſon- 
ment of that gentleman as the act of the Emperor, as a ſepante 
tranſaction, in which that Prince was alone implicated, and fot 
which the other members of the alliance were not anſwerable. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE accuſed the other fide of the Houſe d 
wiſhing, what they had no right to do, to make a monopoly of fel 
ing, and to ſuppoſe that Miniſters were entirely deſtitute of thol 
ſentiments of compaſlion which he believed to be common to then 
with every Member of the Houſe. He profeſſed to entertain an 
opinion ſomewhat different from any that had been hitherto er- 
preſſed He could not agree with the mation in its preſent form, 
becauſe he did not think that the facts ſtated were ſufficiently aſcet- 
tained, and becauſe he was not ſure that the circumſtance of I 
Fayette's confinement had been prejudicial to the cauſe of His Me 
jeſty and his allies ; nor, on the. other hand, did he think it to be 
cauſe in which it was improper for the Houſe of Commons to 1. 
terfere. He was confident, that if ſuſpicion was before entertained 
that the Government of this country was concerned in his confine 
ment, that ſuch a ſuſpicion could not exiſt after what had fall 
| from his right honourable friend. He conceived, however, tht" 
as the duty of a great and reſpectable aſſembly, to look abroal 
into the world, and to attend to the wants and claims of mile 


De. 16. ] DEBATES. 443 


qherever objects of diſtreſs were to be found, and to exerciſe its in- 
fuence, or its power, in relieving the diſtreſs of ſuffering humanity 
upon an enlarged and diſintereſted ſcale. Though he could not vote 
for the motion, therefore, in its preſent form, he would have no 
ajeQion to an amendment, merely ſubmitting to His Majeſty the 
propriety of uſing his influence with the Court of Vienna for the 
Iteration of the Marquis La Fayette. | 

General FITZPATRICK ſaid, he was deſirous to meet the 
honourable gentleman's ideas by coinciding in his propoſition, as it 


ing would tend to reconcile the general opinion on the meaſure. With 
ing rect to the honourable gentſeman's doubts as to the certainty of 
that WW the fats alluded to, he could aſſure him, that he could, if it were 


thought neceffary, furniſh, from his private information, ſuch 
proofs as would place theſe facts beyond contradiction. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE moved as an amendment, that in the 
wm of the words of the original motion, be ſubſtituted the 
following : 

« That an humble addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty, hum- 
«bly to ſubmit to His Majeſty the propriety of His Majeſty's 


pert WW uſing his good offices with his ally the Emperor of Germany, for 
ve. the liberation of the General La Fayette, and Meſſieurs La 
fon. Tour Maubourg, and Bureau de Puſy.“ 


The amendment being regularly propoſed, and the queſtion 
being put upon it, | | 
The MASTER OF THE ROLLS diſapproved of the 
amendment, becauſe, when the firſt words of the motion of the 
honourable gentlemen were left out, the ſpirit of the motion was 
oft. He conceived the motion to have been made on the ſuppo- 
ſition, that His Britannic Majefty was concerned in the detention of 
10 a0 General La Fayette, by his ally the Emperor. And now that 
e Chancellor of the Exchequer had difavowed having any con- 
em in the matter, he neither could ſee the propricty of the motion 
Nor of the amendment. 

Lord HAWKESBURY was averſe to both the original mo- 


0 bel would rather vote for the latter. When the late unfortunate royal 
to mix of France were in the depth of their misfortunes, he recol- 


onfine IxQing the propriety of adopting ſome meaſures in their behalf. 


| falle e debate was adjourned to the following day; and he remem- 
red, that the right honourable gentleman oppoſite to him (Mr. 
For) ſtated, that he would not give his aſſent to any addreſs to His 
Majeſty upon the ſubject, becauſe he was not prepared to take any 


3L 2 


tion and amendment, though in the choice of the alternative he 


ted that there was a diſcuſſion in the Houſe of Commons, re- 
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ſep in conſequence ; by which he underſtood him to mean why 
was not prepared, if the meaſures ſhould prove ineffectual, to g 
to go to war. Now he would aſk, in the preſent inſtance, if tc 

Government ſhould intercede with the Court of Vienna in behalf 
General La Fayette, whether the Houſe were prepared to bed 
their alliance with Auſtria in caſe of the failure of that interceſſion} 
The precedents which had been quoted did not apply to the preſen 
caſe. In the inſtance of Captain Aſgill, the application was mat 
not by the Court, but perſonally by the Queen of France. Then 
was, in his opinion, only one ground on which the Houſe would x 
juſtified in interfering, namely, if the conduct of the Court d 
Vienna was notoriouſly unjuſt and iniquitous. But of this, on th 
preſent occaſion, the Houſe of Commons were not proper judges; 
for, in the firſt place, they had no authentic ſtatement of facts befor 
them; and in the next place, even though they were in pofſefſiond 
the facts, it would be unjuſt to paſs a deciſion till the Court o 
Vienna was heard in its own defence. 

Mr. SHERIDAN obſerved, that it was not his practice to cb. 
trude himſelf upon the attention of ihe Houſe, after a ſubject had 
been fully diſcuſſed by his friends, nor would he have troubled 
them now, ſince ſo little, and that little worſe than nothing, had 
been advanced in oppoſition to the eloquent and pathethic ſpeech of 
his honourable friend, had not they been brought into a fituaticn 
of difficulty, in conſequence of the amendment which had been 
Propoſed. The honourable gentleman, he believed, had ſug- 
geſted the amendment (at leaſt he gave him credit for the motive) 
from a wiſh to render the motion more palatable to the Houſe; 
and it certainly had met the entire approbation of one honourable 
gentleman (Mr. Windham), who had previouſly ſhewed figns df 
being deſirous to ſpeak, but who had remained apparently quite # 
his eaſe ſince the amendment had been propoſed. While he v 
congratulating himſelf, however, upon the acquiſition of the infl- 
ence, the authority, and what was not the leaſt conſideration of that 
honourable gentleman, he was concerned to find that it had made 
them loſe the vote of a learned gentleman (the Maſter of the 
Rolls.) [Here there was a cry of No! No!] He. hoped, Mon- 
ever, that the motion would not be got rid of by a quibble, but 
they would come to a fair and intelligible iſſue; and that conceiv- 
ing it, as they muſt, to be an affair in which it was diſgraceful for 
our ally, the Emperor, to act, and in which it was diſgraceful for 
the Government of Great Britain not to interfere, they would, 
a bold and manly way, vote an addreſs to His Majeſty. immed- 
ately, to uſe his influence with the Court of Vienna is behalf d 


; 
. 
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he unfortunate perſons who were the ſubje& of this evening's de- 
hate, An honourable gentleman aſked, if we were prepared to 
wreak off our alliance with the Emperor, if our intereeſſions failed 
of ſucceſs? In the firſt place, there was no reaſon to anticipate a 
failure before the attempt was made; and in the next place, the 
lure of the attempt by no means implied the neceſſity of break- 
ing off the alliance. With reſpect to the precedent of Mr. Afgill 
which had been diſputed, the objection was not well founded; for 
though the application originated in the Queen, it came immedi- 
ately from the King of France. And in the preſent inſtance, he 
was of opinion that it would be infinitely to the honour of thoſe 
aimirable feelings which our own illuſtrious Queen was well 
known to poſſeſs, were ſhe voluntarily to interfere in behalf of 
thoſe amiable but unfortunate perſons, who are now languiſhing in 
hopeleſs captivity in the dungeons of Olmutz. The gentlemen on 
the other fide of the Houſe ſeemed to triumph in the ſilence of the 
honourable gentleman (Mr. Windham) ; and the reaſon, . he 
firmly believed, was this: that he might draw aſide the myſterious 
yeil from this cruel, barbarous, and vindiQtive proceeding, with 
that manly and generous indiſeretion by which the Houſe knew his 
character to be marked. When he roſe firſt, his right honourable 
fend (Mr. Pitt) put him aſide, intimating to him, my nothing will 
be better than your ſomething 3; my quibbles are better than your 
fophiſtry ; and if I ſay nothing to the purpoſe, at leaſt I will not 
betray any ſecret that ought to be concealed. In fac, Mr. Sheridan 
believed, that Mr. Windham's tongue was bound by the ſame cauſe 
s the Emperor's hands, and the Houſe knew pretty well who 
was the gaoler. As a friend to freedom, he would rejoice when 
General La Fayette recovered his liberty ; and as an old friend of 
Mr. Windham, he would feel no ſmall ſatisfaction when he reco- 
vered his ſpeech. He was ſure alſo, that he would not find the 
Houſe like the adder, which is deaf to the voice of the charmer. 
He really wiſhed that ſome other gentleman in His Majeſty's 
Councils had come forward; he hoped, at leaſt, that an amend- 


ment would be propoſed, that the diſcuſhons ſhould not be confined = 


in future to one fide of the Houſe, except in caſes of ſpecial neceſ- 
ity. The right honourable gentleman ſcemed to feel very acutely 
upon the ſubject; the Houſe, however, would not give him credit 
for the reality of thoſe feelings, when they recollected that three 
ea ago he condemned the proceedings againſt La Fayette as 
worthy of the execration of mankind, if the facts alledged were 
me; and now he came forward, affecting ſtill to doubt of their 
Wi, not having taken any meaſure to aſcertain whether they 
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were real or fabulous. He had laid down a general princy 
about juriſprudence, which he endeavourcd to apply to the caſe o 
La Fayette, as if that unfortunate perſon had been impriſoned fir 
criminal offence, and had not been a priſoner of war. He cou 
ſee no other motive for the unprecedented rigour which had been eq. 
ployed againſt that exalted character, than that which was ſuggeſe 
from his being a moderate and ſteady friend to liberty ; a motive 
which was not ſo likely to influence the Miniſters of any govem. 
ment in Europe as the preſent Miniſters of His Britannic Majeſy— 
Miniſters, who, on all occaſions, had ſhewn themſelves the enemies 
of every ſpecies of reform, the patrons of every abuſe, and whe 
uniform ſyſtem it had been to extinguiſh the ſpirit of liberty both in 
this and in other countries. The right honourable pentleman 
argued, that we had no right to interfere; and that if we did inter: 
fere, we were uncertain of ſucceſs. With reſpe& to the ſucces 
likely to attend our interference, that could not be aſcertained till an 
application was made. Beſides, if it was a diſgraceful affair, had 
we no intereſt in the character of the Emperor? Were we not 
engaged in a common cauſe with him for the attainment of a com- 
mon object. It was one of the charges recorded againſt Mr, 
Haſtings, that he had ſuffered allies in India to commit an ad 
which diſgraced the Britiſh name. But why had he recourſe to Wiſ1403 
India? Had not the right honourable gentieman compelled the Wſnore 
King of Naples and the States of Genoa | vide Mr. Debrett's Sate Nerpre 
Papers] to take a part againſt France * He referred to his own au- Ceid 
thentic papers upon the ſubject. For the character of General La n 
Fayette, he had the higheſt veneration. He believed him to be: T 
man of high and inflexible honour, and that he might vie with the N 
brighteſt characters in the Engliſh hiſtory. To the ſpirit of a Haien 
Hampden he united the loyalty of Lord Falkland. Had Louis {Wi the 
the Sixteenth not fallen a ſacrifice to the fury of a mob, rendered me, 
deſperate by the abuſes and corruptions of the old Government, lum 
which had bred up the race of ſanguinary monſters, who perpe- Mini 
trated the atrocious act; and had General La Fayette returned to teme 
Paris upon the reſtoration of tranquillity, to get the reward of his What 
conduct; if the King had thrown him, his wife, and he Q's: 
daughters, into a dungeon, there was not a humane man in Europe them 
would not have ſaid, that he ill deſerved to re- aſcend his 1 hrone, Faye 
and that he ought to have his Crown torn from his head. Yet this 
was the conduct which the Governments in Europe had purſued to 
thoſe unfortunate perſons, to their eternal ſhame and diſgrace. 
What added to the cruelty of the puniſhment, was the helpletinels 
of the victim. He was not in a ſituation when he was taken, uo be 
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vmanded back by the Government of France: but, had thoſe 
al infinuations, with which his character was attempted in this 


for 1 wntry to be blackened, been true; had he betrayed his truſt, de- 
ould aved his maſter, and, finally, imbrued his hands in the blood of 
em. his Sovercign, then he would have been reclaimed by the French 


Government ; then the Princes of Europe, trembling at the com- 
mand of the Directory, would have ordered the doors of his priſon 


em. obe thrown open, and General La Fayette might even have been a 
- Alember of that Directory with which they were now obliged to 
mier t. If the Court of Vienna was mean enough to take advantage 
hoſe er his helpleſs ſituation, Mr. Sheridan hoped that the French Go- 
th in rernment, overlooking the paſt, would reclaim La Fayette and his 
-man ſellow-ſufferers as French citizens. How much ſuch a conduct 


ccefs le; and what a contraft it would be of Republican reſentment at 
Il n WMonarchical gratitude, that from this Atheiſtical Government we 
bad fhould learn the principle of the forgiveneſs of injuries, and 


leſſons of eternal vengeance only from the regular Chriſtian Go- 
yernments of Kings! 

Mr. Sheridan concluded by repeating an obſervation which he 
nd made laſt year, and which appeared to be ſomething like a pa- 
ndox, namely, that there never was a country in which there was 
more private worth or more public depravity than in this; and in 
expreſſing his firm conviction, that, were the preſent queſtion to be 
decided by private feeling, the Miniſter would be left in a minority 
ſmall as the number of the ſpeakers. 


Mr, 
| a 
le to 
| the 
Slate 
au- 


La 


be a The Right Honourable WILLIAM WINDHAM, Seeretary 
h the n War, (aid, that, if he had not intended to ſpeak, he muſt have 
of a iien on the irreſiſtible invitation held out to him in the latter part 
Louis of the ſpeech of the right honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt. He 
jered ne, however, not as that honourable gentleman had ſo pleaſantly 
nent, burmiſed, to reveal any thing that ſecretly lurked in the boſoms of 
er- liniſters, but to tear the veil from the face of the honourable gen- 
d to {iſ''eman and his friends, and ſhow to the Houſe and ro the world 


f his 


| 


vas that put their feelings in motion, what it was that ſuggeſted to 


urope dem the extraordinary notion of ſelecting the Marquis De La 
rone, f Hette, and marking him out as an object whoſe misfortunes en- 
t this WW "led him to the general ſympathy of mankind. It was: true, as 
ed to he honourable gentleman had ſaid, he had once or twice before 
* len from his ſeat with a determination to ſtate to the Houſe rea- 
{inels 


WM which he thought would be found unanſwerable why the 


* 
s 995 


to le I, as it ſtood in its original ſtate, could not with propriety be 


\ 


ould ſuit the generoſity and magnanimity of the French Repub-. 
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granted. Other gentlemen, however, had caught the Speakers his 
before hin:, and obliged him to fit down: a circumftance which whe 
an the end, was rather favourable to his view, fince it enabled hin teſti 
to ſtate with much greater force, and equal certainty of ſucceſs, hi tice 
reaſons why the motion ſhould not be granted, either in its origing ſing 
or amended ſtate ; as he, in his wiſh to ſtate the queſtion large thoſ 
would have found ſome difficulty in ſelecting the points which il fm 


might have been neceſſary for him to preſs upon the conſidthtin 


of the Houſe ; but which now lay in order before him, ſo that x M. 

| ſhould be able to compreſs them into a very narrow compaſs, TM tion 
Houſe had been called upon by the honourable gentleman, n had 
ſpecch of much ability, well calculated, from its ſtyle and deliver, whe 
to excite emotions of pity in their breaſts, for a moſt extraordinan, ond 
unuſual, and great interpofition—on the plea of Humanity. IE rr: 
queſtions that aroſe from this were—the weight of merit of vas 
ſufferer, the degree of humanity to which he was entitled, and e adde 
right he derived from them to be conſidered a fit ſubject for gene. Wi ver 
ral humanity. Before he entered upon the diſcuſſion of theſe to. vas 
pics, he would ſay a word of the merit of this gentleman who ws dual 
the ſubject of the motion, as he ſtood with regard to this count. w, 
He had been one of the moſt active and irreconcileable enemies of othe. 
England, in the American Revolution. His viſit to this country, fi bat 
immediately previous to that ſtep, was at beſt not quite correct. H Ot 
was hardly to be ſuppoſed that he would defignedly go there, fich man 
from the hoſpitality and civilities of this country, if he had not h dad 
ſome view . injurious to it. He mentioned this merely to (hon, van 
that this gentleman, who had been held out for our particular f- '*s 
vour and interpoſition, was, at beſt, a perfect ſtranger to us; ee 
could be viewed by us in no other light, than as one of thoſe wit lake; 
roſe and fell in the courſe of the French Revolution. 1 
Viewing him then only as a perſon bearing a ſhare in that Ne. e 
volution, he conceived there was nothing to be ſeen in him different iſ © © 
from thoſe ambiguous or worſe men, who, in a ſpirit of perverted iſ ber 
and unjuſtifiable ambition, introduced that fatal Revolution into hu | © 4 
country, and pauſed when the ruin had been irretrievably dont form 
To him, and thoſe who thought with him, that the authors d © 


that Revolution had been the bittereſt enemies of mankind, M. de 


La Fayette was no object of eſteem or favour; and, if as 1 * 
ranger he was to be confidered at all, muſt be conſidered to d- - 
advantage. With the honourable gentleman who made the motion 4 0 
however, the Marquis ſtood in a different fituation : there wet R 
ties between them of a perſonal kind — for in early life a friendly 4 


2 5 
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when his friend was in difficulty and diſtreſs. While he. bore this 
eflimoney to the honourable gentleman's heart, he muſt in juſ- 
tice bear teſtimony to his ability alſo; and particularly to the 
ſingular addreſs which he diſplayed in urging, with all its force, 
thoſe parts of the caſe which were moſt likely to kindle feelings of 
\ympathy in his auditors, while he touched lightly upon that part 
which was weak and untenable, namely, the fact of the ſeizure of 
M. de La Fayette, as contrary to the law of nations. This queſ- 
Ty tion had been before diſcuſſed, and from the firſt mention of it, it 
in oY had been, and ſtill continued to be, his unalterable opinion, that 
ve, WY whether on the point of his having ceaſed to act with hoſtility, ar 
nan on the point of his having been taken up upon neutral ground, the 
TYM arceft was not contrary to the law of nations or of juſtice : For he 
ms taken in the charaQer of an enemy, which he could not lay 
aide at will, when it ſerved his purpoſes. When two nations 
mere at war, it did not depend upon one party only when the war 
mas to ceaſe ; nor was it competent to one country, or any indivi- 
dual of either country, to diveſt himſelf of the character of an ene- 


unn, my, or claim the privileges of peace, without the concurrence of the 
ies other. It was certain, that the friend of our enemy was our enemy; 
unte, but it did not at all follow that the converſe of that was true, and 


that the enemy of our enemy was our friend. However the de- 
mands of perſonal ſafety, or the ruin of his ambitious ſchemes, had 


xt hal made the Marquis an enemy to the men who at that time filled the 
uon, uſurped Government of France, his hoſtility to Auſtria was not 
ar fl leſs than before, nor was he competent to diveſt himſelf of it, all at 


once, for his own convenience. As to the queſtion of his being 
taken on neutral ground, it was one with which neither of the con- 
tending parties had any thing to do. To the third, or neutral 
power, on whoſe territory he was taken, and to it alone, it belonged 
to complain af the act as an infraction of neutrality ; ſo that nei- 
ter France nor America, and ſtill leſs England, had any thing to 


"to li 0 with it. Viewing the tranſaQion, therefore, in its own direct 
gone. orm, and in all its relations, there was no injuſtice in it with re- 
ors d rd to the infraction of neutrality ho violation of the law of 
M. de Mtions, : | 

f as 4 The Marquis de La Fayette was, therefore, to be conſidered by 
to dil the Houſe (fince he was forced upon / their deliberations) firſt, as a 
notion Friſoner of war, under the ordinary law of nations, and next as a 
> weld ſranger to England—this laſt poſition no one could deny. He 
-ndf100 s not a native, nor had he been naturalized ; he had never been 


in our ſervice ; he had never been even our priſoner; this country 
Vol. . 3 M 


his own credit, no noubt), weuld not ſuffer to be loſt or obliterated, 
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had no ſhare in him or his ſervices ; he was no inhabitant of ay 
country which had been eonquered and delivered up to the Kin 
of Great Britain; he was not one of thoſ: who embodicd in th 
cauſe of their lawful Monarch and Government, or joined tho 
who ranged under the banners of England, and were murdered in 
cold blood by their enemies ; he never had even conſtruCtively py 
himſelf under the pretection of this country; he had never ben 
friendly to her intereſts. So that he was as completely ſcyant Ate 
from this country, its intereſts, or its favours, as any: other perſon 
whatſoever on the face of the globe. | 
On the ſubject of the Marquis de La Fayette's merit in the Re. Ml . 
volution he would ſay but little: It had, in fact, been fo ſlender 
relied upon by the honourable gentleman, that it was unneceſſay 
for him to enter much into it; but never, never ſhould be forgot 
ten his groſs and criminal negleQ in June 1789 ; never his condud 
on the memorable 5th and 6th of October, in which there wasclea 
and evident matter for condemnation, which, with the fate that 
ſubſequently attended him, ſhould be an eternal leſſon to all thoſe 
who, aQuated by ſimilar motives of guilty ambition, would bring 
ruin on their country. When at the head of the National Guards, 
did he lead them, as was his duty, to the relief of his King? It 
he had not done ſo, what excuſe could be offered for him? Would i 
it be ſaid, that he ated under the impreſſion of terror for himſelf? FT 
If ſo, would they infiſt upon that as an excuſe ? or would they ſay, eL 
that he ought not to have riſked his life. A ſoldier, honoured with 
ſach rank and favour, commanding the Guards, could not have 
fallen in a nobler cauſe. He ought, even though certain of death, 
to have encountered it in diſcharge of his duty, and expiated, in 
ſome ſort, the great calamities his ambition had occaſioned. His 
own excuſe was, that he had no command over the Guards ; but 
what could be ſaid of a man, who having declared that he had no 
command over troops, continued nevertheleſs along with them? He 
ſhould have retired, and in repentance endeavoured to atone for the 
ruins he had made. Put 1o—lt was well underſtood what pan 
he played, and what end he had in view. After having amuſed 
the King with a promiſe that there was no danger, which threw him 
off his guard: after the Palace had been forced, and the royal fi- 
mily placed in imminent danger, he appeared. Lulled into ſect- 
rity by his promiſes, the King and Queen had gone to reſt—tie 
mob burſt ſo ſuddenly into the Palace, that her Majeſty was obliged ive 
to eſcape undreſſed. La Fayette ſaid, that no father violence 
would be offered; but when called for, was not in town. For ho 
much miſchief was he not anſwerable ! | 


2 , 


* 
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Having fo far ſhewn the culpable conduct of M. La Fayette, 
ſr. Windham ſaid he would now go to the great act of meiit to 
Ach the friends of the Marquis had been obliged to reſort for 
rant of better, and on whic|: they ſeemed to lay ſo much reliance, 
an act that was to redeem all that he bad done heſore, viz. his 
ert in ſhaking and breaking down that Conſtitution which had 
ir ages exiſted, and which, though abuſed, was yet capable of re- 
omation. Appeal had been made to his conduct, in having ſaved 
King from chat very danger into which his machinations had 
etrayed him; to all which he (Mr. W.) gave no credit, nor, he 
gieved, would the Houſe, or any unprejudiced rational perſon 
not an iota of credit farther than this, that his ambitious ſtrides 
ud brought him to a period at which he was obliged to ſtop ; and 
hat he refrained from his own factious proccedings only when a 
wire furious fa tion threatened to overpower him. He would not 
ar, for he did not believe, that La Fayette wiſhed entirely to deſ- 
py the King, or to ere a Republic in the place of the Monarchy, 
ut that he wiſhed to lower the King to a ſtate of independence on 
imſelf, and to be, like Trincalo in the Tempeſt, © Viceroy over 
him.” To encounter ſuch evidence of guilt, ſtronger proofs than 
ny which had been adduced were neceffary. Conſidering the 
mper and opinions of the honourable gentleman oppoſite to him, 
appeared ſomewhat extraordinary that they ſhould be advocates 
Ir La Fayette. They might be ſuppoſed to forgive his © Treas 
chery to his Sovereign the King,“ but how could they pardon 
im for the more abominable crime of Treaſon to the Sovereign 
cope? This was one of the monſtrous inconſiſtencies in which 
IcconduQors of Revolutions neceſſarily involved themſelves. If 
Fayette was fallen into miſcry, he had fallen the victim of his 
n act, and his own principles. He had brought himſelf into that 
ae Into which all fomenters of great and ruinous Revolutions muſt 
efſarily fall. He had betrayed and ruined his country and his 
ig, and took refuge for his character and conſcience in his own 
at; and claimed merit for ſtopping juſt at that point, beyond 
Ch it was out of his power to go; and then he became the ene- 


= 8 5 & & © „ 8 
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King. He was the firſt to bring deſtruction upon the Supreme 
er, and the firſt that turned againſt the Jacobins. That he was 
author of infinite calamities, no one would deny: of what his 
ves had been, there was no proof; but there was no more pre- 


7 of the other perſons who were concerned in that horrible 
Aaè jon. 


3M 2 


of thoſe whom he had made the inſtrument of his deſigns upon 


* 


Mption in favour of his innocence, than there was in favour of 
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M. La Fayette, then, being thus proved to be, as to England.: 
total ſtranger, the queſtion to which Mr. Windham propoſed gen 
to advert was, that of humanity, which, in point of fact, was th 
whole queſtion of the night. With reſpect to the rigour wit 
which that gentleman was deſcribed to have been trcated, M. 
Windham declared he believed that there was much of exaggen, 
tion in it; but taken as a ſubject of humanity to work upon, he 
did not ſee how or why it ſhould be ſeparated, as it were, and fe. 
lected from others. As the mere ſuffering of an individual, i 
muſt certainly excite pity ; there was no caſe of calamity whatever, 
which, if ſeen abſtracted from other conſiderations, but mult excite 
the feelings of every one deſerving the name of man. In this 
view all caſes of ſuffering had a right to be coniidered ; but was 
every cafe, public or private, to draw interpoſition in its behalf? 
Did gentlemen look round, and conſider the innumcrable calami. 


ties that by the wiſe diſpoſitions of Providence beſet human natur T 

on every ſide, and offered ſo many ſubjects of appeal to our commi- alle. 

ſeration? Did they recollect how many, without offence or fault Neude 

of magnitude, but merely under the influence of error, were drink- feen 

ing of the bittereſt cup of life, to which it was impoſſible to ex: ure 

tend interpoſition? Did they conſider how many there were be- ot f 

fides La Fayette, pining in confinement, for debt or for crime? {Michoic 

To ſee or think of a human creature enduring the rigours of in. Meou 

priſonment, or being carried to the execution of that puniſhment Wu ar 

| which the laws award for the expiation of crime, abſtracted!y, mult H 
wring the heart of any man with ſympathizing commiſeration ; bu loss 

men ſhould not, in ſuch caſes, conſider the ſuffering ſeparate fim Let 

the cauſes and circumſtances which cecaſioned it; humanity would hon. 

kindle compaſſion ; but reaſon muſt overrulc that feeling in con. whic 

ſideration of the cauſe. from 

This was the reigning practical fallacy by which queſtions of a Hd 

s very ſimple nature were attempted to be confounded. In the num- en, 

ber of thoſe who had produced the French Revolution, and followed Hen 

It up with thoſe enormities which had ſurpaſſed all that poets had ab d 

ever fancied, there were many who, viewing their ſutferings in cond, 

naked abſtraction, would excite compaſſion Tor inſtance, tht Wt no 

| gentleman named Collot d'Herbuis—he was condemned to Guiana, Mee 

q to which place vaſt numbers of the moſt learned and vencrab'© en 
| men exiſting, the Clergy of France, had alfo bcen condemned, for Was ( 
＋ no other reaſon but becauſe they refuſed to abjure their religion, e 
| deny their God, and act in contradiQion to their confciences. The c 


place was choſen as that in which human nature would be moſt ex- 


poſed to ſuffer, and every thing was d e to render the natural cv 


i 
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f the country more dreadful and deſtructive. If we were to ab- 
9: the ſufferings of the wretch from the crimes that led to it, we 
would not but wiſh him reſcued from ſuch miſery. We would ſay, 
(perhaps as others may ſay in nearly ſimilar caſes), © "Tis true, 
Collot d' Herbois killed many thouſand people; tis true, that when 
the guillotines were inſufficient, and the executioners were fatigued 
with putting them to death, he ſent them, for more ſpeedy diſpatch, 
into a great ſquare, where he fired upon them with cannon, and or- 
tered in a party of cavalry to cut and trample to death the few who 


ver, had eſcaped the guns; but 'tis alſo true, that the thing is paſſed ; 
cite 1nd that the men are in their graves, and cannot be brought to life 
this in. Poor Collot! he is not the better for being in Guiana— 


What is the uſe of it Let us fend for him, and bring him home 
How can men of fecling think of prolonging the puniſhment of 
poor Collot d'Herbois * 
This, Mr. Windham ſaid, was a perfect illuſtration of that 
falſe humanity by which gentlemen wiſhed the Houſe now to be 
ruided ; but he would tell them, that true humanity taught a dif- 
rent leflon, and interdicted the practice of that ſpurious impoſ- 
ture under the name of it, which they adviſed. Mankind were 


: be- WWW not formed to pity at once the oppreſſed and the oppreflor ; the 
me! choice of the honourable gentleman oppoſite, was to take up and 
im. epouſe the cauſe of the oppreſſor; but for his part, he would take 
nem in and eſpouſe that of the oppreſſed. 2 
muſt He could not ſeparate the idea of M. La Fayette from the mil- 
; but bons who were ſuffering by his crimes. Did gentlemen doubt it? 
from Let them look into our ſtreets, and ſee men equal to La Fayette in 
ould honour, in rank, in talents, in courage, in every valuable quality 
con- which his warmeſt advocates could boaſt that he poſſeſſed, exiled 

from home, ruined by the Revolution, of which he was the leader 
of ad iaſtigator, and involved in miſery, in wretehedneſs, and beg- 
wum- e, by his crimes. Did gentlemen who urged this meaſure know, 
cd er rather, was it poſſibie they ſhould not know, that the opinion of 
bad all the beſt-informed men in France was, that M. La Fayette's 
25 in enduct to the King was cruel, ferocious, and unmanly ? And was 
that WW not univerſally known, from thoſe who were in the confidence of 
in, de Queen of France, that that auguſt and magnanimous perſonage 
rabie ten declared, he was the only man ſhe could never forgive? She 
3, for vas often heard to ſay, ſhe could forgive Barnave, nay, would in- 
gion, lerpoſe between him and the ſtroke of the executioner but never 
The could or would forgive La Fayette. 


Having diſcufſed theſe points, Mr. Windham ſaid, he would 
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now apply hi mſelf to a part which would bring the Houſe nearer to 
the oonſideration of the propriety of interference. 

Would the Houſe, he aſked, believe that the Emperor was un- 
mindful of his confanguinity with the royal ſutterers under this man's 
plans? Could they ſuppoſe that that Mondrch, knowing all that 


[Commons, 


had been juſt ſtated to be true, could fail of harbouring a juſt in- 


dignation. againſt the author of his near relation's caiamities and 
death? And were we, without being apprized what his deſigns 
were, or what his actual treatment of La Fayette, to interpoſe 
with reſpect to his mode of treating the perſonal author of ſuch 
Crimes * Surely not; it-would be not only impolitic and imperti- 
nent, as reſpeRing ourſelves, but extremely indecent and improper, 
as, regarding his Imperial Majeſty, to interpoſe in a caſe that lay fo 
very near him. : 

In anſwer to an honourable gentleman on the bench behind 
him, (Mr. Wilberforce,) who had countenanced the motion by a 
ſpeech and an amendment, and in whoſe opinion it was our duty 
to go about Europe to dictate rules of policy, he would (ay, that 
his ſentiments had overleaped the diſtinction made by the ho- 
nourable gentleman oppoſite to him, for the ſame pitiable repreſen- 
tation and relief which they confined to one, he would extend to 
all; ſo. that where was the work of the Houſe in interference 
to ſtop? 

While ſcenes of miſery in groſs and in detail ſurrounded us, and 
preſſed upon our ſenſes, whichſoever way we looked, how was it 
that gentlemen were ſo cold and fo callous, as never to be quick- 
ened into feeling but by the ſolitary caſe of Monfieur La Fayette? 
In the greater inſtances, when the worſt horrors were going for- 


ward, when our ears were conſtantly aſſailed with the eries of one 


half of France murdering the other, did the Houſe forget that the 
very ſuſpicion that thoſe ſufferings were the motives to our inter- 
ference, was ſufficĩent to illegitimate all other cauſes of war ; that 
this ſo vitiated it in gentlemen's eſtimation, that the whole formula 
of their objections, conſtrued into plainer language, was, that the 
war was unjuſt and deteſtable, becauſe excited by feelings for ſuch 
miſery and deſtruction! 


If gentlemen wiſhed for proper objects for the exerciſe of their : 


humane feelings, Ict them look to thirty thouſand prieſts pining i 
the priſons of France, They, however, thought more of that one 
man in the priſon of Olmutz. There was, indeed, he ſaid, ſome- 
thing capricious and fanciful in their taſte in objefs of humanity. 
But of this. it might be ſaid, as of taſte in other reſpects, to uſe an old 
Latin adage, D- guſtibus um diſputandum. 
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0 Gentlemen boaſted pretty largely of humanity and feeling, at the 9 . 
expence of others. Nothing was more mean or diſhoneſt, than to We} 
1 endeavour to catch reputation by a diſplay of virtue at other perfons' "ji | 

0 alt; to be courageous on other men's valou-; to be generous on 1 
+ WY aber men's money; to be charitable and magnanimous at the ex- 1 
1 xence of the feelings of others. Thus diſplayed, inſtead of virtues e 
they were vices. Dean Swift fays, © All men could bear the mis- il 

8 « ſortunes of others with Chriſtian- like ſpirit.” So theſe gentle- 4 . 

6 men oppoſite were very liberal in forgiving injuries done to Auſtria IA. 
1 ind the Queen of France. The merit of this, however, was not J 1 
1 very ſtriking. He had no heſitation in ſaying, that he felt very wt |: 
| ale confideration for the beginners of Revolutions. M. de la | bi 
5 Farette had been the firſt to attack the ancient monarchy of France ; 1 
and though he ſtopped ſhort when he found that his own miſ- 7 
cievous principles were turning againſt his views, though he had (114008 


hat he might be Viceroy over him, yet he could not feel for a man 


d 
1 w objection to continuing the King upon his Throne, provided 
f wo was the author of a conflict that led to ſuch horrors. Well 


h mill intentioned, he had been the author of the attack on the an- 165 
: gent y ſtem, which led to all theſe maſſacres; and he ſhould ever 4 14.8 
y ld out as Objects of marked reprobation, and of puniſhment, the A 
. beginners of Revolutions. The maſs who might follow them, the il Wt | 

byer ranks of ſociety, who, from various cauſes, might partake in f 1 p 
1 Wi violence, were caſy to be forgiven ; but men of rank, who, | 14 
t ſum motives of ambition, originated Revolutions of eſtabliſhed 1 
F borernments in any country, were juſtly to be regarded with 4 
j orror, and true humanity muſt be eager for their puniſhment. 4 
. beides, how could they enter into all the views of the Emperor? 


There might be political mutives mixed with the meaſure, of which 

bey could not judge. It was well known that there were perſons, 
: ah in France and out of it, who were anxious to exalt M. de 
t Fyette as the grand champion of liberty, that they might be able to 
R abal with him, to raiſe a new ſtandard, and to bring about new 
» 4M" dutions in France and eltewhere. How could gentlemen tell, 
1 ben, that the conduct of the Emperor might not be dictated by a 

We and prudent policy, to keep this man faſt, and prevent his 
* Unmitting new horrors? It was curious too, that though there 
1 | eeeto more perſons in the ſame gaol with M. de la Fayette, he 
Wne was mentioned with diſtinguiſhed praiſe—he alone was the 
eme of condolence, by theſe perſons who made the war the eternal 
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b duden of their ſong, but who never felt for the many thouſands of 
q ppy victims which that war had made, and of which war the 
wars of the Revolutions muſt be cunſidered as the true authors. 
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He again repeated, that the moſt juſt vengeance was due chiefly 
thoſe, who abounding in all good things, and filled with ſpleen; 
-Impatience drawn from the exceſſive enjoyments of life, with n 
haſte to privation of their own comforts,' with not one bit of Nun 
fleſh about them, would, for their own vile purpoſes, ſport with th 
happineſs of mankind, and play the deep and damnable game d 


Irc. 
charge 


rolutic 
our {tr 
fon wW. 


with c. 


ambition. He would not be forry—indeed he would rejoice, t * 
fee ſuch men drink deep of the cup of calamity which they H dich 
prepared for the lips of others. LM be tl 
On the whole, this was not a queſtion of ſentiment, but of pn they re 
dence, policy, and general morality. If there were any ground Hing 
ſeparate from thoſe mentioned to ſanction interference, he had ice 
objection to interference being attempted; but he never would co d 5 
ſent, nor would the Houſe, he hoped, in the abſence of other r nents 
ſons, to do an act which would put a premium on Revolution, geil! 
the ſanction of example to Treaſon, and reward to Rebellion. becauſe 
Mr. FOX ſaid, that the right honourable gentleman had ſhenn{WM to 
himſelf to be counſel againſt M. de la Fayette, and, like an advocate, means. 
he had endeavoured to ſearch through all his life for accuſation len, 
againſt him. In this courſe, however, he had brought ſome heavy ſelf, ar 
charges indeed upon the Emperor. According to the right honour Mood t 
able gentleman, no hypocriſy could be more glaring than that of ti dnners 
Emperor, for the declarations which he had made were not the tu I nocer: 
motives of his conduct. He was ſaid to be detained on accountiſendyc 
of the particular enmity which the late Queen of France bore . wuntr 
wards him. It ſo happened, however, that two more perſons were tarniſh 
confined with him, who were not hateful to the Queen. M. dM but no 
Maubourg and M. de Puſy, one of whom, the latter, was known ta beat: 
be particularly attached to the intereſts of the Royal Family. Eo deine 
if this were really the cauſe of their treatment, how comes it thaW vere n 
others, who had been active in voting the King's death, ſhould be exc 
have been relieved by the Emperor? Why, but that they had the things 
formidable Republic of France for their friends, and that M. de Hamy 
la Fayette and his unhappy campanions were unprotected, and had; te ill. 
no powerful friend to ſtand up for them. The right honourableſſ bring 
gentleman had diſcovered alſo, that it might be owing to policy-B purſue 
The Emperor might dread that M. de la Fayette would enter ina nity, a 
a cabal for bringing about a new Revolution in France. So theWencera 
right honourable gentleman was in truth become the ally of the when | 
French Republic; he was negociating for the Directory; he wa iis far 
anxious to ſave them from the peril of, new conſpiracies and neu trinci 
machi nations. Even before the treaty of peace was ſigned, he wa nent. 
ſerving the French Government. The right honourable gentlema end 
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darced them with not commiſerating the other victims of the Re- 
dlution — the emigrant Nobles, and other perſons who crouded 
ar ſtreets. Mr. Fox ſaid, that he could not name a ſingle occa- 
fon when they had failed to treat the misfortunes of theſe perſons 
with commiſeration ; though undoubtedly they nad not manifeſted 
e nin the ſame way as the Miniſters of this country. They had 
wot ſent them to periſh at Quiberon, nor ſeduced them by promiſes 
#hich were never fulfilled, into ſituations where no gallantry could 
fe them from the danger to which they were expoſed ; nor had 
they refuſed, even to their memories, the performance of their 
hing requeſt, in juſtifying their honour from the diſgrace of having 
d rofWdriſed an enterprize fo frantic. But, good God, what ſentiments 
con- 2nd what doctrines had they not heard that night! What argu- 
rea ments had not the right honourable gentleman advanced! —“ Well 
ar ill intentioned,” M. de la Fayette ought not to be pardoned, 
beauſe he was the beginner of the French Revolution; he was 
wt to be pardoned, becauſe thouſands had fallen through his 
cate BM means. If he was not to be pardoned becauſe thouſands had 
tion filen, what muſt become of the right honourable gentleman him- 
1cavv lf, and of the Miniſter of England, who had cauſed rivers of 
Wood to flow by their wild and horrid enterprizes ? But the be- 
of tha enners of Revolutions were the perſons to be puniſhed, however 
e tru moderate and honourable in their views; however patriotic in their 
count endutt ; and whatever benefits they may have rendered to their 
e t0- entry! Thoſe who came after the beginners, and who might 
wer tamiſh the cauſe of liberty by their exceſſes, were to be pardoned, 
M. c but not the firſt beginners! According to this new doctrine, our 
un ig Feat anceſtors, to whom we have been accuſtomed to pay almoſt 
Urine honours for the glorious ſervices they have rendered to man, 
Fre men to be execrated and abhorred. Cromwell was a man to 
be excuſed by the right honourable gentleman, becauſe he found 
lings prepared, and only took advantage of circumſtances ; but 
Hampden, Pym, Lord Falkland, the Earl of Bedford, and all 
tie illuſtrious men whom we have been accuſtomed to reverence, as 
urabloWl taving not merely reſcued their country from intolerable evils, but 


policy purued in their reforms the principle of the moſt generous huma- 
mc "ity, and the moſt diſintereſted moderation, were objects of eternal 
So tho exeeration. Hume was, he thought, ſevere enough upon Hampden, 
of th When he ſaid, that he probably died at the favourable moment for 
" Ws fame, fince, if he had lived, he might, perhaps, have betrayed 
| 


Finciples of violent ambition! But this was nothing to the argu- 
ment of the right honourable gentleman, ſince the men who blaek- 
ed the cauſe of liberty by their crimes were virtuous in compa» 

Vor. ; 3 a N i | 


458 PARLIAMENTARY [ ComMmoyz, 


Dre. 
riſon of thoſe who deſired only to reſcue their country from tyrany, ** 
corruption and abuſe. Such was the whole jet of his argument, hey 2 
Collot d'Herbois, according to him, was no object of royal pete. hor 
cution equal to La Fayette: for Collot was a monſter whoſe erima the E 
would defile the cauſe. Liberty fo tarniſhed could never be attrae. hs a 
tive, nor recommend itſelf by the purity and benevolence of is bes 
principles. It is not therefore the Collots that they hate, but te, 1. 
Fayettes, who by the unſullied patriotiſm of their motives, ade m. 
undeviating rectitude of their conduct, prove that true liberty is the be fas 
parent and companion of all the milder virtues of the heart. M gen! 
Fox ſaid, he ſcornec to allude to any private tranſactions, but hy 0 
believed that it was well known to many gentlemen in that Houſe, leg 
that the right honourable Secretary at War was an admirer of mund 
French Revolution in its firſt ſtages; he now, however, arguing ng 
from the violences with which its courſe had been tarniſhed, con. * þ 
demned the very principle of the reform of all abuſes, and was for Wi x4 + 
perpetuating the miſery of the human race. Mr. Fox then ſhewel]ii von, 
that La Fayette and his friends were diſtinguiſhed for their med: tym 
ration. They had facriticed their popularity to this principle: i dd! 
was well known that, after the 1oth of October, the chief com- nut ti 
mand of the armics of the Republic was offered to M. de la Fayette. human 
Now, if he had accepted of that offer—if he had ſhared in all e works. 
violences that followed, he might at this day have been one of t , 
Directory, and the right honourable Secretary, inſteadof purſuing tl] trefs o 
unhappy priſoner with vengeance, might be imploring the power das 

5 Director, by an Ambaſſador at Paris, to grant peace to England der co 
Mr. Secretary DCN DAs thanked his right honourable tric : dice 
for the ſpecch he had made, and declared he never received mon kn. 
inftrugion and information from any one that he had ever heard Fayette 
It had corrected all the falſe and deluſive notions which had bens w1 
ſported that night. He was an enemy to theſe pretexts. He th. 
applauded the liberal, eloquent, and gentlemanly manner of en the. 
right honourable mover of the original queſtion, but aid that bt he 
had not equal reaſon to compliment the gentlemen who follonagf xhen h 
him. In his opinion the force and feeling of his opening ſpecſpnbabl 
had been diminiſhed by all that followed it. The war, he remarteif to v3 
which was always the burden of the ſong, had alſo been introduce bo, fro 
on this occalion. With regard to the queſtion itſelf, if the amend In this « 
ment were to ſtand, it was not ſubje& to an objection to the orig under 
motion: in it, the attack upon the Emperor was left out, 6 mend 
ſtating that the impriſonment of La Fayette was an unjuſt act, n hr. 
plicd a cenſure upon the conduct of our ally, but although it 7 He fad, 
Jeſt out, he called upon the Houſe to ſay, whether they were 100 ere ex 
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9 concur in the motion, ſupported as it had been by the inflamma- 
wry and cenſorious ſpeeches of the honourable gentlemen on the 
aber fide of the Houſe. That there was invective uſed againſt 
the Emperor of Germany could not be denied, and the precedent 
vas one unuſual, unknown in the forms of Parliament. He be- 
Feved the ſpeech of the right honourable gentleman might make 
is way to Vienna, and upon that ground alone he weuld oppoſe 
the motion; for what appearance could it bear, when ſupported 
br ſuch arguments? He remarked, that the gentlemen in Oppo- 
ftion had given up their original queſtion, and adopted the amend- 


ment of his honourable friend (Mr. Wilberforce) in the hope of 
ule collecting all the ſtraggling humanity of the Houſe. He turned 
te wand to Mr. Wilberforce, and appealed to his underſtanding 
ing BO inst the officious character of his humanity. Every one knew 
on- how he buſtled in the cauſe of Charity —how every tale of woe 
(ori vs addreſſed to him — how no misfortune could happen in this 
wei world, but his heart muſt bleed no ſorrow could be felt, but his 


doſom muſt be wrung. But why could he not feel in ſecret ? Why 
could he not go about doing good and bluſh to find it fame? Why 
om muſt the Houſe of Commons be made a party to the heroics of his 
ttc humanity * Why muſt they be made the inſtrument of his good 
ue works? In his mind the Houſe had no buſineſs to interfere. They 


11 would put His Majeſty into a very awkward predicament. An ad- 
geg ares of the Houſe of Commons was a grave and ſolemn thing, and 
„ t vas not the cuſtom of that Houſe to aſk that, which, if refuſed, 
and! 


they could not enforce themſelves. In the preſent inſtance, where 
vice was to be given to another crowned head, when they did 
mt know what forcible reaſons he might have for detaining La 
Fayette, the application might be attended with a refuſal, for rea- 
lns which it might not be poſſible to diſcloſe, and then what would 
be the altermtive ? Beſides, the motion might lay an imputation 
on te charaRer of tha Emperor, and make it believed in Germany, 
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Men he had put his empire at ſtake. He alſo contemplated the 
udable effect of ſuch a meaſure over the diſpoſition of the Emperor, 
Wo was one of our moſt faithful, active, and zealous allies, and 
Wo, from ſuch an addreſs, might ſuppoſe himſelf an objeR of diſtruft 
In this country. He therefore thought the Houſe would loſe its 


nderſtanding and its judgement, if it voted either the motion or 
amendment. 
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that he was not ſupported and beloved in Great Britain at a time 


Mr. JEKYLL replied to what had fallen from Mr. Dundas. 
He ſaid, the right honourable Secretary had exhauſted himſelf in 
Mere exordium, and had not condeſcended to argue the ſubject be- 
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right honourable gentleman (Mr. Windham) had cenſured ane. 


fore the Houſe—he had cenſured the irregular and ſtraggling hy, 
manity of an honourable gentleman on the floor (Mr. Wibe 
force), whoſe virtues were certainly of an irregular character 
whoſe love of liberty was certainly irregular—whoſe love of pea 
was certainly equivocal. He appealed to the Houſe, and to in 
humanity ; but could not agree with the right honourable Seer. 
tary, that humanity ſhould not even be dictated to thoſe fron 
whom it did not flow ſpontaneouſly. Unhappily that had been 
the ſentiment of His Majeſty's Minifters when a right honourakl 
friend of his (Mr. Fox) formerly propoſed to that Houſe an interys. 
ſition to ſave the unfortunate Louis XVI. from the ſcaffold by an 
application on the part of the Britiſh nation for mercy. Another 


dotes, and yet had relied on anecdotes communicated by French 
ladies to himſelf. If thoſe anecdotes were authentic as to the u- 
fortunate Queen's want of forgiveneſs in her laſt moments towards 
M. de la Fayette, ſurely her opinions, grounded but too probably 
on political prejudice, ſhould not now turn the ſcale of compaſſion, 
In any point of view, thoſe opinions were not brought to bear a 
the caſe of M. de la Fayette's two unfortunate friends, M. Bureu 
de Puſy and M. de la Tour de Rauburg. The right honourable 
gentleman had faid, the war was always * the burden of the ſong” 
on the other ſide of the Houſe, though Mr. Jekyll could not fed 
that the preſent topic had been mixed with. it farther than as neee 
fary and incidental. At ſo late an hour he would abſtain from 
troubling the Houſe with farther obſervations, and appeal to in 
ice and humanity. 
General FITZPATRICK concluded with a ſhort reply to tie 
obſcRions urged againſt his motion. He had acquieſced in the 
amendment propoſed, becauſe he thought that the queſtion till en 
braced all the eſſential points which he had in view. He hal 
liſtened to the ſpeech of the right honouzable gentleman (Mt. 
Windham), befides a very violent attack upon the principle of Re 
yolutions, in which was comprehended every endeavour to melo 
rate the condition of our ſpecies, it was no other than an ingenious 
and well- directed philippic againſt his friend Mr. Pitt—and the 
{ymptoms of feeling which he had manifeſted on the preſent oer. 
Fon. The attack on the character of M. de la Fayette required 
little anſwcr, Four years ago he had vindicated him againſt 
the reproaches that were ſpread with ſo much virulence againſt him. 
Now they were renewed with an increaſe of bitterneſs, and 280 
they had not been refuted. In regard to Berthier's murdet, t 


affair was perfectly underſtood. It mas a violent tun wh 


= 
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no exertion could avert, La Fayette had been appointed Com- 
mander of the National Guard but the day before, and they were 
not brought into difcipline. In regard to the 5th and 6th of Oe- 
tober, he had been hurried to Verſailles by the guard. It was not 
his own intention to go thither, but his preſence had done great 
god; it had probably ſaved the lives of the Royal Family. He 
could only ſay, in anſwer to the report attributed to the Queen, 
upon the authority of a gentleman who was in England when he 
made his motion before, that the Queen declared to him that ſhe 
axed her life to the good offices of M. la Fayette. He had abſtained 
from all reflection on the memory of that unfortunate Queen. 
Perhaps it would have been more generous in the right honourable 
gentleman to have obſerved the ſame rule. With regard to the 
charge of the caſtle that night, he had aſked it, and it had been 
refuſed ; and in regard to being retired to repoſe when the tumult 
broke out, and their Majeſties were forced to quit the palace, it 
was not to be wondered that, after being ſixty hours without ſleep, - 
he ſhould ſeek for a little refreſhment. General Fitzpatrick. ſaid 
that he had but two points in view in the motion : firſt, ts relieve 
the unfortunate perſons ; and, ſecondly, to vindicate the honour of 
Great Britain. He had abſtained from going into the pretenſions 
of the other two perſons, the fellow prifoners of M. de la Fayette. 
The one had been married but a few months before to a beautiful 
woman, who went to Vienna to ſolicit for her huſband, but not 
having taken the precaution of a concealed name, ſhe had been 
ordered to quit the Auſtrian territories, juſt as Alexander Lameth 
had been ordered to quit England, and hurried away in twenty- 
four hours. The other priſoner was the father of eight children, 
and Mallet du Pan calls him an eſtimable and irreproachable cha- 
nder. The General concluded with a warm appeal to the gene- 
rolity of the Houſe. EE | | 


They then divided on the amendment: Ayes, 50; Noes, 132. 


The queſtion was therefore negatived. it | 

| | . "= 
Saturday, 17th December. AY 11: 
Mr. Chancellor PITT brought up a meſſage from His Ma- 1 
Ky, which was read from the Chair, as follo vs: | nt 
GEORGE R. = 


, His Majeſty thinks preper to acquaint the Houſe of Cm that 
11 af preſent engaged in concerting meaſures with his allies, in? © 
be fully prepared for the vigorous and effaGual proſecution of the 14 
wen, if the failure of His Mejefty's earneſt endeavours to effett s . 
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general peace, on ſecure and honourable terins, ſhould unfortunateh 
render another campaign unabsidalle . and His Majeſly will wt fail 
fo take the firſt opportunity to communicate the reſult of thefe diſcuſſing 
40 the Houſe. - In the interval His Majeſty canceives that it may be 
the greateſt importance t9 the commen cauſe, that His Majeſty ſhould | 
enabled to continue fuch temporary advances for the ſervice of 1 
Emperor as may be indiſpenſably neceſſary , with a view 19 militan 
operations being proſecuted with vigaur and effef at an early feriid; 
and His Majeſty recommends it ts the Houſe te conſider of nalinę fach 

l as may appear to them to be mo N for this purpeſt. 

> * 


Mr. Chancellor PITT then mov ed,“ That His Majeſty 
meſſage be taken into conſideration on Monday next.” Ordercd, 
Adjourned. 


Monday, 19% December. 


Mr. Serjeant ADAIR, on account of the preſſure of other by. 
fineſs, and the deſire of many gentlemen to give it a full diſeuſ. 
ſion, poſtponed the commitment of the Quakers bill. to Friday, the 
th of February, when no conſideration. ſhould induce him per- 

ſonally to conſent to a farther procraſtination. 

Mr. HOBART brought up the report of the Committee on the 
Poſt-office duty bill. 

Mr. DENT hoped the Houſe would take into conſideration the 
receipts and expences of the Poſt-office, as well as the. great defal- 
cation of revenue by the number of franks, the different ſtatements 
of which he made from the papers on the table, and ſubmitted, 
whether ſome regulations might not hereafter be adopted. 

The bill was then ordered to be engroſſed, and read a third 
time to-morrow, if engroſſed. 

Mr. DENT wiſhed it to be printed, as it was not ; altogether 
poſſible for gentlemen to be apprized of its contents. 

Mr. GREY moved for a copy of the accounts in the Bank 
books, in the names of the Truſtees employed for the redemption 
of the Imperial 3 per cent. annuities, inveſted in the Bank funds. 
Ordered. 

Mr. Chancellor 2 moved the order of the day, to take His 
Majeſty's meſſage into conſideration. 

The meſſage was then read by the Speaker in the uſual form. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT then roſe, and ſaid, that important as 
His Majeſty's moſt gracious meſſage might ſeem, with a view 0 
the fituatiorr nnd intereſts of this n as well a as to the — 
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ind intereſts of Europe; important as it might ſeem to the vigo- 
rous and, effectual proſecution of the war, or the poſſibility and 
hope of the ſpeedy reſtitution of peace; and important as it might 
ſem, even if that deſirable event ſhould not take place, to be fully 
repared for the other alternative, yet he had the ſatisfaction of 
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. fading the grounds ſo fimple and ſo ſhort, that he ſhould have K i | 
'y cecaſion to treſpaſs upon the time and attention of the Houſe for a 0 
, {ew minutes only, ſince he truſted there would be no difference of 1 
4 ginion on the occaſion. He had formerly ſtated to the Houſe, | Ki | 
what he thought would be the probable amount of the expences 1 
and proviſions for the ſervice of the preſent year, providing, at the 4 


ame time, for any extraordinary or unforeſeen expences which 
might alſo be incurred. He had ſtated to the Houſe, upon a 
former occafion, that it would probably be neceſſary to furniſh His 
Majeſty's ally, the Emperor, with ſome farther pecuniary aſſiſtance, 
to enable him to proſecute the war with vigour and effect; the 
amount of which he had calculated at the ſum of three millions. 
Some advances to the Emperor, the Houſe was apprized, already had 
been made out of the proviſion for the extraordinaries ; and His 
Majeſty now thought proper to acquaint the Houſe of Commons, 


tht he was at preſent engaged in concerting meaſures with his ö ih | 
Y alies, in order to be fully prepared for either alternative, a vigorous b Nik 
and effectual proſecution of the war, or a ſecure and honourable Bs 14 
* peace ; and had in conſequence been induced to call upon that it | | 
1 Houſe for their aſſiſtance. The meſſage of his majeſty was con- | 
5 fed, therefore, to the propriety of being fully prepared for the | 


4 gorous and effectual proſecution of the war, upon the hope of its 
I accelerating a ſecure, general, and honourable peace; or if the 
* filure of His Majeſty's earneſt endeavours to accompliſh that ob- 
jt ſhould prove ineffectual, and unfortunately render another 
ampaign unavoidable, then to enable his Majeſty, in concert with 
lis allies, to proſecute the campaign with vigorous and powerful bt 
1 fxertions, His Majeſty had been farthermore pleaſed to aſſure the by 
Houſe, that the reſult of the meaſures which he was concerting IM 
4. wich his allies ſhould, at the firſt opportunity, he laid before them. | 
In the mean time, however during the uncertainty of proſecuting 
Iis Far, or of obtaining peace, His Majeſty conceived it of the greateſt 
importance to the common cauſe, to make application to the Re- 
: preſentatives of the people at an early period, to enable him to con- 
75 aue ſuch temporary advances for the ſervice of the Emperor as 
10 might be indiſpenſably neceſſary for either event; and to conſider of 
making ſuch proviſions as might be moſt expedient for that purpoſe. 
hat this was the proper period when {uch aid ovght to be given, it 
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would be improper to argue, becauſe it would be wrong to ſupp 
it could be diſputed. Unleſs we were to abandon all the advantages 
we had already derived from the exertions of the Emperor, ve 
ought not to diſcontinue tha pecuniary aſſiſtance by which they 
were ſtill to be ſupported: It would be a ſatisfaction to the Hou 
to ſee that the difficulties which laſt year exiſted to the meaſure of 
ſending ſupplies to the Emperor were now, in a great meaſure, re. 
moved; and this would, no doubt, operate as a ſtrong induce. 
ment with the Houſe the more cordially to concur in the meaſure, 
But though the difficulties were now leſs, he was not ſanguine 
enough. to ſay, that they were totally removed; he ſhould there. 
fore conceive that it would be the object of the Houſe to adopt that 
mode of proceeding in making remittances to the Emperor, which, 
in more difficult times, had been found practicable and expedient. 
Upen theſe grounds, though it might be prudent, in ſome degree, 
to limit the extent of the amount which might be neceſſary for the 
- afhftance of the Emperor, in the farther proſecution of the war, he 
conceived it would be wiſe and expedient to leave to the difcretion 
of the Executive Government, the diſtribution, proportion, and the 
mode in which the advances ſhould be made. It was his inten- 
tion, therefore, to move an humble addreſs of thanks to His Ma. 
jeſty for his moſt gracious meſſage, and to aſſure him, that the 
Houſe would take the meafures he propoſed into confideration, and 
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afterwards refer the meſſage to a Committee of Supply, to vote that - 1 
a ſum not exceeding 500,000]. ſhould be granted to His Majely a 
4 for the aſſiſtance of his ally the Emperor; and that ſuch temporary = 
advances ſhould be made as His Majefty's Miniſters ſhould think * 1 
tit. Having Rated this, he concluded by moving the addrehs 8 
which was, as uſual, an echo of the meſſage. = : 
Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY faid, that he totally diſapprove th f 
of the mode by which it was propoſed to give the aid to the En- BY - 8 
peror, and he likewiſe diſapproved the words in which the addrel - * 
was couched. They ſeemed intended to whitewaſh the condud EC 1 
of the right honourable gentleman, and to imply that no cenſute - 4 
had been expreſſed againſt the manner in which advances to tit * 
Emperor had already been made, though there certainly was co and 
veyed in the amendment which paſſed on a former night a dilzp A 


probation of his conduct, and he was ſure would be conſidered a 
ſuch for a hundred years to come. The words of the addreſs im. 
plied, that the mode formerly adopted was to be followed. He 
could not, however, but diſapprove of that mode. The right ho- 
- nourable gentleman had defended himſelf on the former nights 
debate chiefly in a commercial view; but. the argument he then ſup 
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ed was refuted by an account upon the table. Laſt year a very 
fyourable loan had been made, and a perſon, who had been dif- 
pointed in obtaining the contract, (Mr. Morgan), ſtated that he 
never calculated upon a loan to the Emperor, becaufe he conceived 
it impoſſible to be carried into effect. Upon a former night an 
honourable gentleman (Mr. S. Thornton), a Director of the Bank, 
had told the Houſe, that a deputation of the Bank had waited upon 
the Miniſter, and informed him that ſuch a meaſure would be 
kighly injurious to the commercial intereſts of the country. This 
kkelaration came from a powerful quarter, but it was the duty of 
Parliament to know what was the real ſtate of the public credt. 
It was known that Government allowed the diſcount upon navy 
bills; in conſequence of that procedure, perſons did not care at 
wat diſcount they ſold them out. According to the accounts 
of the right honourable gentleman, from October to November, 
1795, they bore a diſcount of 24 and 25. They were 3 in No- 
rember, 3 in the beginning of December following, and 4 at the 
end, The diſcount was 4 in the month of January, 1796; in 
February, 3, though they were ſet down 5 and 54; in Mareh, 
5; in April, 4 and 5; and*m May, 5. Thus, according to the 
ging out of the right honourable gentleman, the diſcounts had 
nlen in a gradual manner, but never exceeded 5, while it was 
ear that navy bills ſometimes fell to a diſcount of 14. Accord- 
Ing to his ſtatement alſo, the plan for funding all the outſtanding 
bills in October was to have a wonderful effect, which was denied 
by many gentlemen in that Houſe ; and experience had proved the 
ruth of their ſtatements ; for though in conſequence of that funding 
hitem, the bills fell to a diſcount of 3 per cent. yet immediately af- 
ter, the diſcount roſe again to 10 per cent. ; and now a new mea- 
wed ſure for paying them was propoſed, by drawing bills upon the Bank 
Em three months credit. Thus from comparing the different rates 
duch af diſeounts of navy bills at the time hen the right honourable 
va endleman had yielded to the idea that it was impoſlible to remit a 
fire BY publickly to the Emperor, it appeared that the diſcount then 
the slower than it had been fince the navy bills were funded, a mea- 
on. I: from which ſo much advantage was expeded by the right ho- 
ſap Wurable gentleman. From the mode which had been adopted, the 
d 0 Emperor could not know the extent of the aſſiſtance he was to re- 
im. Ys nor in this way could it have the proper effect upon his ex- 

ons. In fact, the Chancellor of the Exchequer had relied upon 
+ ho the ſtatements given by the Bank, and had not derived his ioforma- 
a een from the ſtate of the country. There were ſeveral cauſes which 
\ ſup 8 the embarraſſment that then prevailed. The Bank 
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altered their mode of accommodation in the way of diſcounts, ni 
took their revenge on the country for the conduct of the right jy, 
nourable gentleman, in clandeſtinely remitting ſums to the Em. 
peror. The right honourable gentleman ſcemed deſirous to hay: 
the Emperor in his power, that he might influence him in the neg. 
ciaticns for peace. Did he wiſh to act by him in the ſame nay. 
ner as this country had done at the treaty of Utrecht, and have i 
in his power to leave him in the lurch if he refuſed to co- pet 
in the meaſures that were in hand for peace? The proper v 
was fairly to come forward with a ſpecific loan. The Epen 
did not aſk a ſubſidy; he diſdained it: it was by a vote of Par 
liament for the purpoſe that it ſhould be done. The exertions d 
the Emperor had ſaved Europe and this country, for the Freng 
would certainly have attempted an invaſion here had they ſucceedel 
againſt Auſtria, The Executive Directory of France, in ord 
that they might reconcile the people to the policy of accecing to 
the terms which this country ſhould propoſe, ſeemed in this critic 
moment to have made public the exhauſted ſtate of their army, an 
their want of reſources, and if the propoſitions of this country wer 
accepted, the Emperor might be left alone, or forced to agree b 
any terms. The Emperor had rather ſhown a backwardneſs to te 
whole buſineſs of negociation which had been going on, and be 
was ſhocked with the idea of any influence being uſed to indue 
him to act contrary to his opinion and inclination. The firſt ch 
jection th? right honourable gentleman had intimated, as to a lou 
to the Emperor, was after he had received a hint from the G 
vernor and Directors of the Bank, that it would drain the county 
of its ſpecie. Hints coming from certain quarters might ſome: 
times operate as commands. The Bank Directors tell the Miniſte, 
there muſt not be a loan, and it is inſtantly given up. He cou 
not underſtand, he ſaid, what buſineſs they could have to interfer 
in a meaſure in which, perhaps, the moſt important interelts 
Europe may be involved. If a loan is neceſſary for the Emperth 
it certainly ought to be granted him, in ſpite of what the Ba 
Directors might ſay againſt it. It ought alſo to be to ſuch® 
amount as would render him effectual aſſiſtance, and enable hm 
if peace could not be obtained on ſecure and honourable terms, * 
carry on the war in the moſt advantageous manner in his pow 
H. had, he faid, no idea of the aſſiſtance to be afforded to . 
Emperor being put into the hands of Miniſters, to be meted out" 
him in ſuch ſcanty portions as to them may ſeem prudent and pi 
per, and not ſuch as the neceſſity, the urgency, and the intercls 
his affairs may abſolutely require; for theſe reaſons, the hon 
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Idle Baronet ſaid he oppoſed the motion for the addreſs, and con- 
duded by moving an amendment, that the whole ſhould be left out 
after the words, „ take the ſame into conſideration,” 

Mr. ROBERT THORNTON faid, that, as the honourable 
Prronet had alluded to what had fallen from him on a former night, 
with reſet to the Bank, he thought it neceſſary to correct the 
honourable Baronet where he appeared to have miſunderitood him. 
The Bank had oppoſed the remittance of money from this King- 
bm, becauſe the twenty-four gentlemen, who were in the direction 
of it, conceived that ſuch a meaſure was not, at the time at which 
it was propoſed, well ſuit$d to the pecuniary circumſtances of the 
country. But this opinion had not taken its rite in their minds 
from any regard to the diſcount of the navy bills; it was founded 
on two points-—on an obſervation of the courſe of exchange with 
Hamburgh becoming very low, and on the price which bullion 
dore in the market. In what the honourable Baronet had advanced 
ti the Houſe with reſpect to the various diſcounts of the Bank, he 
ws, Mr. Thornton believed he could aſſure him, miſinformed and 
miſtaken, 

Mr. NICHOLS thought this the commencement of a plan to 
ſend more money out of the country to the Emperor of Germany. 
He wiſhed, before ſuch a meaſure ſhould be adopted, that thoſe 
who were beſt qualified to furniſh the Houſe with information 
ſhould be heard; and therefore, that the Bank Directors ſhould be 
called to the bar of the Houſe, and examined on the ſubject. He 
ſaw nothing in the circumſtances of the times which ſhould make 
that defirable in the preſet, which had been thought injurious in 
the laſt year, Our coin was diminiſhed, and the ſending of trea- 
ſure out of the country was, in his mind, perilous, whether the ſum 
remitted was made up in money, in bullion, or in goods. He knew 
te opinion which ſeveral gentlemen entertained with reſpect to the 
ſending gold out of the country; that all fears on the ſubject were 
ndiculous. It ſhould, however, be remarked, that the ſum of five 
hundred thouſand pounds, now propoſed to be ſent to the Emperor, 
was but the beginning of a ſyſtem ; two months hence a ſimilar 
meaſure might be purſued ; and, as a certain ſum of money was in- 
diſpenſably requiſite to the circulation of the paper of the country, 
the ſtate of the coin ſhould be well aſcertained before this was 
reed to. If it could be adopted with ſafety, and without occa- 
honing any ſtagnation of public currency, he ſhould not reſiſt it. 


He begged to add, that he had been aſſured by a banker of con- 


lcerable reputation, that 2 per cent. was paid by bankers for the 


exchange of gold into filver : what was the cauſe of this, and how 
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it was connected with the queſtion under diſcuſſion, he did ng 
know; but of the fact, he had no doubt. | 

Mr. DENT thought ſtrong language had been uſed againſt the 
Bank of England without any ſolid cauſe ; for in all his tranfe. 
tions with that Company, he had experienced the utmoſt civility, 
In regard to what they ought to do reſpecting the extent of their 
diſcounts, he conceived they were themſelves the beſt judges. The 
Houſe had no right, he conceived, to inquire into their arrange. 
ments, eſpecially when ſuch inquiries might tend to injure public 
credit. He conſidered the act of King William, which limited 
the number of partners in any firm to fix, as a meaſure to ſuppon 
that inſtitution ; and therefore any competition with it would be in 
violation of that act. This ſhewed how much its credit was the 
object of the attention of Government; and as that credit was 
never greater than when it went hand in hand with Government, 
he thought the Directors would not offer any oppoſition to a nece(- 
fary meaſure of Government. Admitting that the plan of compe- 
tition with the Bank, which he underſtood was in agitation, ſhould 
take place, he felt no heſitation in aſſerting, that the one would con. 
tinue to enjoy that ſhare of public confidence which its punQuality 
had always merited, while the other would be nothing but a bank 
in air, | 

Mr. FOX ſaid, he thought he ſhould have aQed improperly it 
he did not take notice of the ſubject which was now before the 
Houſe. He ſhould, however, do it very ſhortly. It was now a 
fact not diſputed, that a large ſum of money had been ſent to the 
Emperor during the fitting of Parliament, and no intimation what- 
ever was given of that event to the Houſe. The ſum which was 
now ſuggeficd was, to him, a trifling conſideration, when compared 
to the danger of the principle on which it was propoſed to be voted, 
and the practice which the Miniſter might follow it up with, finee 
after this vote he might ſend money to the Emperor without the 
conſent of Parliament, in the ſame way as he had done alreach. 
Suppoſe that the Houſe granted the ſum of 500,0001. as now pro- 
poſed ; and ſuppoſe alſo, that the Houſe ſhould expreſs itſelf in ths 
cleareſt manner as to the mode in which this money was to be a5. 
plied. What then? The Miniſter would, in the mean time, 
advance as much more money to the Emperor as he ſhould think 
fit; or, if he ſhould think fit, he would withhold any part, ot tt 
hole of it. The Houſe might expreſs themſelves in their ab 
dreſs to His Majeſty as correctly as they pleaſed ; they might lm! 
the application of the money in what way they pleaſed ; the Miniſter 
would afterwards purſue his own plan, and apply the money as le 
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hould think fit; he would afterwards, whenever he condeſcended 
v addreſs Parliament on the ſubjeR, tell them, that it was true he 
id not apply the money ſpecifically as voted by the Houſe, for that 
the exigencies of the public ſervice required he ſhould apply it in 
another manner ; that unforeſeen events occurred which required 
tat he ſhould make ſuch diſpoſition of it. This would not be 
new conduct in the preſent Miniſter, for the Houſe had lately 
fund that he had iſſued large ſums of money before he deigned to 
come to Parliament to aſk for it. This, in the opinion of ſome 
perſons, might be a very proper way of carrying on the affairs of 
Government. Some might think that the Miniſter might come 
to Parliament at any time; to which he muſt ſay, that his chief 
chjection was to the Houſe of Commons carrying on ſuch a farce 


and deluſion to the public, by pretending that it had any thing to 
do with the ways and means over whieh it no longer continued to 


exerciſe any power of control. He would vote for the amend- 
ment, becauſe it tended, in ſome degree, to ſhew that deluſion to 
the public. He had liſtened, as he ought to liſten, with great at- 
tention to the honourable Baronet who propoſed the amendment, 
and he was ready to confeſs, although there were ſome parts of his 
eech which he agreed with perfectly, there were other parts with 
which he could not agree. The latter was the caſe with regard to 
what the honourable Baronet had ſaid of the Bank. He conceived 
that the Houſe of Commons had nothing to do with the mode in 
which the Bank managed their diſcounts. The Bank, in his opi- 
non, were the ſole judges of the manner in which they ſhould 
manage their diſcounts. The public, as he conceived, had no 
ght to interfere in that buſineſs, nor had the Houſe of Commons 
ay authority upon the ſubject. It was not, in his opinion, their 
bulineſs to expreſs either praiſe or cenſure upon the Bank in its con- 
duct with regard to diſcounts. But if the Houſe had what it ought 
to have, what it formerly had, the control of the finance of the 
country, and the Bank were compelled to adopt a certain mode dif- 
rent from their uſual one, that is, to narrow their diſcounts,” in 
Onſequence of the conduct of the Houſe in financial affairs, then, 
Indeed, the obſervation of the honourable Baronet would be very 
applicable to the ſubject now before the Houſe ; for certain it was, 
kat the conduct of the Houſe might compel the Bank to narrow 
tir diſcounts, ſuppoſing the Houſe to have the control of the ap- 
plication of public money. He was not now queſtioning how far 
ve ouglit to advance money to the Emperor. He was not ſaying 
wn, we ſhould not, or ought not to ſend to the Emperor any more 
Money, for that was not the topic which he wiſhed to diſcuſs at 
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Dec. 
preſent. He could not help obſerving, however, that if we ys 


at all events to give to the Emperor any farther pecuniary aig, ; 
would be better in the ſhape of a ſubſidy than that of a loan; þ 
he thought the ſecurity of the repayment of a loan to be ſuch a8 
very precarious. When we granted a ſubſidy we ſtipulated, x 
leaſt, for ſomething as an equivalent; when we made a loan, ther 
was to be confidercd the probability of repayment, which was ng 
in his opinion, very great. The Houſe therefore, inſtcad of * 
truſting theſe matters to the Miniſter, ought to confide in its on1 
judgement. This was, in ſome meaſure, the object of the amy. 
ment, and therefore he ſhould vote for it: but after all, if tle 
Houſe did not interefere in the conduR of the Miniſter in fendin 
money out of the country, all they could do upon this amenimex 
would amount to nothing bur a deluſion to the people, telling tlien 
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that the Houſe had taken the public purſe into their own hank Mt 
while, in reality, they had abandoned it to the diſpoſal of ti ">" 
Miniſter. pon 
Mr. GREY agreed in the ſentiments uttered by his right bs Y fal 
nourable friend upon this ſubject; agreed in part alſo with th 48 
muc 


honourable Baronet who had moved the amendment. His right 
honourable friend had preferred a ſubſidy to the loan; and wir 
did he? Undoubtedly his right honourable friend had ſtated Cor ould 
rely the nature of the ſecurity. , It was, in his opinion, effentil peril 


that the Houſe ſhould conſider of the nature of that ſceurity, no] 
only to the public, but alſo to the ſubſcribers who had embarkedin ment: 
the Auſtrian loan, under the faith and authority of Parliament. amp 
The Houſe ſhould advert to what had been done in the loan to H 8 
Emperor, in which there were two points to be confidered—tie nie 
intereſt of the money, and the 92,0001. which the Emperor ws [he 
to provide for the reduction of the capital which was now in arreat ot, 
large 


This being the caſe, the Houſe ought to know the ſecurity they hi. 
to truſt to. The Emperor had failed in the firſt of his engage: — ( 
ments in a certain degree, and totally with regard to another pat Ts | 


of the engagement; for no ſuch remittance as that of the promiled All t 
92,0001. had taken place in point of fact. The public had ther: .es 
fore ſuffered by that event, and the holders of ſtock were material le d 
affected. The Miniſter talked much of thoſe qualities which ate addrc 
the neceſſary companions of valour—that of good faith in pecuniary + 
concerns. Now, giving his Imperial Majeſty credit for theſe qui M 
litics, he wiſhed to know what expectations the Houſe had of id hh 
repayment of any future loan, when it found he had not fulfilled = 
the engagements he had already made on others, But the ſum = 


now to be voted, as his right honourable friend had ſaid alread) 


- 
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was, to him, comparatively of little importance when placed by that 
of the conduct of the Miniſter towards that Houſe in matters of 
innnce. He wiſhed to know what the Miniſter could ſay on tl e 
fmudulent account which he cauſed to be laid before the Houſe li ſt 
rear, in anſwer to a motion of his upon the vote of credit? When 
he aſked how the vote of credit was applied, he ſaid, that part had 
been applied to the army, and part to the ordnance. It now ap- 
peared, however, that a very conſiderable part of that ſum had been 
plied to the ſupport of the army under the Prince of Conde. He 
ut it, therefore, to the Houſe, whether they would allow the Mi- 
niter not only to ſend money out of the country when he thinks pro- 
pr, but alſo to permit him to lay falſe accounts of the application 
of that money before the Houſe * 

Mr. Chancellor PIT'F remarked, that the honourable gentle- 
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fern who ſupported the amendment, ſeemed to rely a great deal 

pon the argument, that it was better at once to give a ſum hy way 
1 of fubſidy to the Emperor, than by way of loan, as he conſidered 
n tee tie ſecurity given for repayment in the latter inſtance to be not of 
ro much value. If, however, the loan given did not exceed the 


| vr wount of the propoſed ſubſidy, even in the worſt cafe the country 
deo not be greatly a ſufferer. It had been noticed, that his Im- 
eri Majeſty had not hitherto made good the ſtipulated inſtal- 
„m ments, and the intereſt due upon the former loan. The arrange- 
ed in WJ "ents for that purpoſe with the Court of Vienna had not been 
—_ completely ſettled. But he put it to the Houſe, whether, under all 
0 tl tte circumſtances of the preſent year, a failure of this fort could be 
wnlidered as any proof of want of faith on the part of the Emperor? 
The honourable Baronet ſeemed inclinable to quarrel with Miniſ- 
ters, becauſe they had not adopted a refolution to advance a much 
larger ſum for the ſervice of his Imperial Majeſty, without con{ider- 
ng that the ſum which he ſuggeſted, might be more than either 
is Majeſty wanted, or this country could conveniently ſpare. 
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mild AY A thoſe who ſupported the amendment admitted, that ſome ad- 
here- Vance was neceſſary to a greater amount than was now propoſed z 
ahbe did not therefore apprehend any very ſerious objection to the 


addreſs, 


Mr. GREY ſaid a few words in explanation. 
Mr. SHERTDAN wiſhed to aſk the Miniſter two queſtions: the 
Mea matter of fact, the other a matter of opinion. Whether the 
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fle ole amount of the money advanced to the Emperor (excepting a 
+ ſun imall ſum which was retained out of the laſt payment to his Im- 
aral Majeſty) is not now due to this country? And while this 


un is four millions and an half, and the Emperor is applying for 
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another loan, if that ſum ſhould be doubled, what ſecurity have ye 


Dr 


that any punctuality will be obſerved by the Emperor in his ſuture = 
payments ? L * 

After the gallery was cleared, in expectation of a diviſion q N 
Mr. Pulteney's motion, which however was negati ved without a us 
diviſion, 


Mr. SHERIDAN roſe, and, after a ſhort introduction, pn e 
poſed the following amendment at the end of the addreſs : wy 


© Your Majeſty's faithful Commons having thus manifeſted C 
<« their determination to enable your Majeſty to give ſuch afliſiane F 
«« to your Majeſty's ally the Emperor, as may be indiſpenſably ne. * 
« ceffary in the unfortunate event of an unſavourable iſſue to the 4 
« preſent negociations for peace, cannot omit this occafion of c. 

P gc P «> and t] 

« preſſing their deep regret, that your Majeſty's Minſters ſhould "TY 
« in recent inſtances have preſumed to iſſue ſimilar aſſiſtances to the 75 ; 
« Emperor without any previous application to Parliament ſo to befor 
do; thereby acting, as your Majeſty's gracious meſſage appears ma edit. 
i great meaſure t9 admit, in defiance of the eſtabliſhed practice, and with f 
in violation of the conſtitutional privileges of this Houſe.” 195 5 
Negatived without a diviſion. were 
The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a Committee of Supply a 
when the following reſolution was moved: : proper 
« That a ſum not exceeding 500, oool. be given to His Ma med « 

e jeſty to be applied to the ſervice of the Emperor, to be iſſued at o ſorn 
ſuch times and in ſuch a manner as His Majeſty may ſee mH f 
«« proper.” - | | 
Mr. F OX called the attention of the Committee to the reſolution "a ; 


which was now before it. He wiſhed to aſk whether they had 
any reaſon to know what would be the effect of what they mere 
now called upon to do? Had they any means of knowing what 
would be the application of this money if Parliament ſhould gra 
it? How did they know that the money was not advanced already! 
The manner in which Minifters had brought the money affairs 
the public before Parliament, was ſo complicated that it was in- 
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. poſſible the Houſe of Commons could underſtand them clear, an 2s 
When the Miniſter gave an account of the vote of credit for the ah | 
1796, he blended different ſervices together, made a general - Vurſe of 
for them, and alterwards placed the different ſums applied 0 dit- ban uh 
ferent ſervices under their proper heads ; by which means * ve unf. 
impoſſible for the Houſe of Commons to ſce properly into the own | 
ſity of the Miniſter's accounts. He would aſk, under what | tthis 
tenee it it was, that the Miniſter applied a vote of credit, give q conſid, 
preſsly as a proſpecti ve proviſion for exigencies which might fre to; 


Vox. 


pre. 19.] DEBATES. 473 


to ſervices which, to his knowledge, had ariſen antecedent to that 
date? He aſked, why the Miniſter deceived that Houſe ſo ſhame- 
ly, gchy he made uſe of His Majeſty's moſt ſacred name, thereby 
impoſing upon the Houſe more ſpeciouſly, to ſtate what, he knew 
would be a deception upon the Houſe ? The Miniſter took a vote 
of credit avowedly for ſervices which he ſaid were to come, at the 
yery time he knew theſe ſervices had actually taken place. Why 
bid he conceal that fact when he ſtated his accounts to the Houſe 2 
The extraordinaries were made up from different periods in what 
ealled the budget; and afterwards followed up to the end of the 


0 rear 1705. Why did the Miniſter conceal from the Houſe at 

"WW tt tire the money that had been advanced to Colonel Craufurd, 
"WW wen call ir money to be applied to unforeſeen ſervices, as they 
* might occur? Theſe expences had been incurred in the ſummer 
I o 1795, and were actually paid in December of the ſame year, 


tefore the Miniſter opened his Budget, and obtained that vote of 
credit, Why did he do this? To deceive the Houſe of Commons 
ith falſe accounts. The Miniſter ſaid that the vote of credit de 
fa was applied to other ſervices, and that in the reſult the accounts 
rere fair; but this was deceiving the Houſe with a falſe account 


PP for when the Miniſter came forward with the accounts under their 
Wr beds of ſervice, it was found that the ſums which were 
* ted expreſsly for proſpective ſervices, had been actually applied 
e ormer ſervices. So that under the ſanction of a meſſage from 


His Majeſty, the Houſe of Commons voted a ſum of money for 
proſpeRive ſervices in 1796, which were applied to ſcrvices per- 
formed in 1795. Thus did the Miniſter obtain money under falſe 
Pretences. The conſequence of ſuch conduct might be dreadful to 
s country, for it touk away entirely the diſcretion of the Houſe 
Commons by depriving it of the means of judging of the eſti- 
te of any ſervices whatever, and made them give blindly to the 
Miniſter ſums of the public money without any knowledge of their 
plication, until it was too late to judge of the propriety of that ap- 
Fiction, If the Miniſter was to be permitted to purſue ſuch a 
Jan as this, there would be an end entirely of the power of the 
looſe over the public purſe ; for thus the Miniſter had taken a 
wurſe of obſcurity, concealment and fraud, for it was nothing leſs 
an obſcurity, concealment and fraud to aſk for money for proſpee- 
e unforeſeen ſervices, and afterwards to apply it to antecedent and 
un ſervices, There was no point of view in which he could 
tthis caſe ſtronger than that which he had done already, namely, 
wnfider this as the caſe of a ſteward. If a gentleman's ſteward 
* * for money to defray future expences, and having ob- 
OL. I. „ : | 
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tained it, applied it to defray the expences which he had formerly 
incurred, but had concealed from his employer, that would not be 
deemed a very faithful ſteward, and the tranſaction would be faig 
at leaſt to be very ſuſpicious. Such was at beſt the eaſe of the M. 
niſter. If the Houſe ſhould ſuffer this to paſs without their marked 
reprobation, they would, in his opinion, abandon the very principle 
on which that Houſe could be ſaid to be worth any thing to the 
people of this country. He did not know how far this dereliciion 
of duty was to be carried. He would aver, that if money Was 10 
be thus voted, and no meaſure taken to cheek the Miniſter in his 
ſcheme of traud and deception, not one Member of that Houſe, with 
all the talents he could call into action, could be able to tell his con- 
ſtituents what was the account of the expence with which they 
were loaded in the courſe of the votes which have already paſſe 
this ſeſſion, becauſe the whole was left to the diſcretion of the Mi- 
niſter. If the Houſe of Commons were fo to conduct themſelves, 
he did not fee how they could be of more ſervice to the people dt 
this country than a body of gentlemen of the ſame number, we 
met at any other place for their amuſement. - 
Mr. Chancellor PIII faid, that the obſervations of the right 
honourable gentleman did not at all apply to the queſtion imme- 
diately before the Committce—the propriety of voting a ſum d 
5 oo, oool. for the ſervice which had been ſtated. They referred 
merely to former accounts, which had been laſt year the ſubject d 
diſcuſſion. He had always held out that the money raiſed by E- 
chequer bills was applicable to the purpoſe of the general ſupply 
of the year. Ile had laſt vear ſtated preciſely the ſame dodtrine 
He had then aſſerted the propriety of a retroſpective uſe of the 
vote of credit under certain circumſtances, as well as with a ven 
to any unforeſeen emergency which might occur. The account 
which had laſt year been produced, related merely to the differ 
funds from which a {um had been raiſed, and did not diſtinguilt 
the particular ſcrvices to which it had been applied. So mud 
had been raiſed by Exchequer bills on the land and malt tax, U 
Exchequer bills on the diſtribution of annuities, and by Exchequet 
bills on the vote of credit. So much had been paid to the Bank 
of England, and ſo much to the Paymaſter General of the Fors: 
A ſum had been expended to the amount of eight millions, but l 
was not ſtated how much had been applied for the eſtabliſhmeſ, 
and how much had been incurred for extraordinaries. If it 9 
aſked, Why the extraordinaries were not made up to the 24th De 
ceniber, ſo as to diſtinguiſh thoſe expences which were now 
the ground of objection? the reaſon ſimply was, that Ws bis la 
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ly not been paid hy the Paymaſter General till the 31ſt December. 


t be t was true that the ſum had been beforchand advanced by the Bank, 
ſaid and it was expreſsly ſtated to the Houſe at the period of the former 
Mi. dfeuſon, that there were certain arrears then due to the Bank. 
c Put till the bills had been paid by the Pay maſter General, the ſum 
"ple aid not come to be reckoned among the amount of the extraordi- 
the mries. No account of the particular allotment of the ſums had 
ion been given laſt year, becauſe no ſuch account was then called for. 
IS 0 As to the argument that it would be impoſſible, by the mode of 
bis proceeding that had been adopted in producing the accounts, to know 
wich the true ſtate of the finances of the country, it was undoubtedly 
CON- impoſſible, amidſt a number of complicated objects of expenditure, 


they o aſcertain preciſely at one period all the details. But, he truſted, 
ale that it would appear that laſt year there had been no attempt at 


Mi- concealment, and that no information which had bcen required had 
Ives, been withheld fo far as it could at the time be properly produced. 
le of Mr. GREY faid, that he withed to uſe the utmoſt brevity on 
Vid the preſent occalion, as he was deſirous as much as poſſible to keep 
de e right honourable gentleman to one point, and to prevent him 
right WW from evading any preciſe explanation by the miſapplication of words. 
nme. He defircd to ail;, Whether from the whole of the ſtatement he 
m of had now made, any honeſt and intelligent man could derive the 
erred means of underſtanding the ſtate of the accounts, as laid upon the 
ct of table? From the mode in which the right honourable gentleman 
Ex- talked of making uſe of the vote of credit, no account could be in- 
upply BN telligible. When he (Mr. Grey) called laſt year for accounts, he 
line. wiſhed to aſcertain not only how much had been expended, but 
f the bow much had been applied to each particular ſervice, Such was 
view Wi the object of his motions at that time. The right honourable gen- 
ound Bl tim now ſaid, that ſo much was raiſed by Exchequer bills on 
dere one fund, and ſo much on another. What had this to do with 
uch a the information which he had required as to the application of the 
much Wiferent ſums ? When he found from the accounts, that eight 


millions had been paid to the Paymaſter General of the Forces, 
Fouid not any plain man underſtand that this ſum had been in- 
cured for the ſervice of the army? Could he poſſibly conceive 
that, under this deſcription, was comprchended the amount of A 
{ublidy to the Prince of Conde * If ſuch a mode of applying the 
Public money, and afterwards ſtating the accounts, was ſanctioned 
by the Houſe, the act of appropriation would be merely waſte paper, 
and the diſtribution paper good for nothing : there would be an 
end of all that control which Parliament affected to poſſeſs over 
Wie purſe of the nation, and the diſpoſal of the revenue would, in 
3P2 
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future, be entirely left at the diſcretion of the Minifter, Whz 
under the deſcription of money paid to the Paymaſter General, thy 
found that there was a ſum of 341,000]. remitted to the Pring 
of Condé, and another ſum of 1, 400, oool. expended for a Gif, 
ferent purpoſe, what conſidenee could they have in the accounts lai 
upon the table, and what ſecurity againſt the improper applicatim 
of public money ? | 

Mr. Chancellor PITT, in reply to Mr. Grev, ſtated, that the 
account of general ſervices, which was laſt year laid upon the table, 
gave as much information as it purported. Ihe honourable gen. 
tleman muſt have known that the mode of iſſuing money for the 
ſervice of foreign troops was by bills drawn upon the Paymaſter 
General, and that all bills of Exchange were alſo drawn in the 
fame way. The account of lait year, indeed, gave no items with 
reſpect to the application of the expence, and no items had then 
been demanded. If the honourable gentleman at that time nile 
to aſcertain the particulars, he ought to have brought forward a 
motion for that purpoſe. 

Mr. GREY faid, that he muſt object to an inference fo often 
reſorted to by the right honourable gentleman, that a Member dt 
that Houſe was not entitled to complain of any inſtance of publi 
abuſe, becauſe he had omitted to bring it forward on a former c- 
caſion ; with reſpect to himſelf, if he had had the leaſt notion that 
under the article of Army Expenditure was included a large ſubſich 
to a foreign Prince, he would not have failed in the firſt moment 
to remonſtrate againſt ſo groſs a miſapplication of public money, 
But though he daily ſaw the right honourable gentleman in the 
habit of violating acts of Parliament, and making continual in- 
roads on the Conſtitution, he did not conceive him to have been 
guilty of a conduct ſo expreſsly in the teeth of exiſting acts, and 
entirely ſubverſive of every conſtitutional principle. It was on ths 
ground only that he had omitted to touch on the particular topic 
now in queſtion, as the period of laſt year, when he had exerted 
his beſt endeavours to get to the bottom of that foul and monſtrous 


ſyſtem which had been adopted by Miniſters in the expenditure of 


the public money. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT was ſorry that the honourable gentleman 
made it requiſite not only for him to uſe a great number of words, 
but to uſe the ſame words oftener than once. He did not com 
plain that the honourable gentleman argued againſt a meaſure no, 
which he had let paſs without animadverſion before. All he ſaid 
was this, that the honourable gentleman, laſt ſeſſion, got all the i- 
formation which he aſked for, and that he gave a proof that he M 
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ſatisſied with the degree of information which he received by not 
chjecting to the accounts as deficient or unſatisfactory in any refpeR. 
But now that he had got ſome more particular information, than 
chat he was then in poſſeſſion of, in the plenitude of his polite- 
nels, his candour, and his juitice, he termed that a concealment on 
he part of Miniſters, which was neither more nor leſs than an ac- 
cunt under a general head, which was now preſented in a more 
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tetailed point of view. 

Mr. FOX was of opinion, that the tranſaction alluded to by his 
honourable friend, was not only a concealment, but a fraudulent 
concealment ; and he appealed to the Houſe, whether, they could 
give any other colour to the tranſaction? He afked if it was to be 
expected, if any perſon ever imagined that the account of the ex- 
mordinaries of the army contained a loan or ſubſidy to a foreign 
Prince? What was the nature of a vote of credit It was com- 
petely and directly proſpective, and could never communicate to 
tim any authority to apply the ſums voted to the diſcharge of arrcars 
previouſly incurred. In order to be convinced that it was folely 
is object, he referred them to the words of the act. There 
they would find its object to be to provide not for ſuch expences as 
ſhall have ariſen, but for ſuch expences as may ariſe. He referred 
allo to the language which the right honourable gentieman had held 
In opening the Budget for 1796. He then calculated the extra- 
ordinaries for the enſuing year lower than they were lair year, and 
ke aſſigned this reaſon : The extraordinaries for the vear 1795, he 
aledged, had been high, becauſe we had an army to maintain upon 
tie Continent, an expence from which we would be freed in the 
preſent year. He never mentioned, however, his intention of 
ending half a million to the Prince of Conde's army, though he 
had determined upon the meaſure, and though he well knew that 


this would make the extraordi naries of the army this year full as 


ligh as they were laſt year. But here the right honourable gentle. 
man thought proper to defend himſelf by referring to the dates at 
Viich the bills were paid. This, however, was a moſt lilly and 
luperficial apology ; for every one ſaw, that, though the bills were 
not paid till December, they were all drawn before, ſume of them 
8 early even as the month of June. He muſt have known at the 
pening of the Budget of this expence, and yet he concealed it, and 
for what reaſon ? To deceive and delude the country, and to ſhew 
the Houſe that the public money was at his, and not at their, diſ- 
deal. After this concealment, he afterwards brought down a meſ- 
lge from the King, applying for a vote of credit, not to diſcharge 
Bll arrears, but to provide for futute and unſoreſcen ſervices. The 
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application was evidently wholly proſpeQive: there ſeemed to 
nothing retroſpective, either in the views of the right honowgh 
gentleman, or in the intention of the Houfe of Commons, I 
conduct then appeared to be dictated by no other motive than thy 
of deceiving, deluding, and cheating Parliament into an aflent to 
meaſure about which he was either afraid to commit them, or xr 
ſpecting which he would not condeſcend to acknowledge them, He 
again put it to the Committee, whether they would tolerate ſuck 
conduct in a ſteward ; an alluſion whicn, in his opinion, was ex 
tremely applicable to the relation in which the right honourable gen 
tleman ſi601 to the Houſe of Commons. He put ir to gentlemen, 
not only whether they could form a preciſe idea of the ſtate of th 
public finances, while ſuch conduct was ailowed to paſs without 
reprehention ; but whether they could form any climate, or ce 
gueſs at the expences of the country at all. When the Chanccllo 
of the Exchequer came forward, pretending to calculate the public 
expence for the enſuing year, was it to be fupncſed that, in this cal 
culation, he had paſt extraordinaries in his cve?* In the preſen 
inſtance, however, knowing what the actual expenccs of the 
country were, he concealed them from the Houſe of Conimon 
withing to keep them ignorant, either of the real expences of the 
war, or of the plan of granting ſubſidies which he had adopted, 
Here Mr. Fox obſerved, that the right honourable gentleman was 
ſmiling : as much as to ſay—© What! would I not ha«c dare 
eto communicate my intentions to the laſt Parliament? What 
« there which I would not have dared to communicate to them?” 
But, faid Mr. Fox, after they had done fo much for him, perizs 
the right honourable gentleman did not chooſe to put them on lard 
ſervice on the ſeſſion preceding the diſſolution. He again infa 
that it was totally impoſſible for :nv man unconnected with the 
Treaſury to form a juſt opinion of the finances of the countr), 
while the Miniſter was permitted thus to diſeloſe or to eoncel 
whatever expences he might think proper. How was it poſſible tor 
the Committce to know, that even on this day there was not 1 
million ſent to the Emperor beyond the ſum now applied for * li 
he had uſed ſtrong language, it was, in his opinion, juſtified bf 
fats; and therefore he would not retract it. Ile ſat down, & 
firing that the vote of credit act for laſt year might be read. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that he ſhould not again enter 
upon the topics which he had gone over twice before; he could 
not, however, permit the miſrepreſentation of the right honour- 
able gentleman to paſs unnoticed, that 500,0001. had been iſſued 
in December. 
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Mr. FOX interrupted Mr. Pitt, and denied that he had ever 
id that 509,000]. was iflued in December; he had ſaid, 
hit expences to that amount were incurred previous to De- 


* 


AMOvy 


to d. 
Yurahl 

Hi 
in that 
it to 
or re 
1, He 
e ſuch 


as kx 


Myer. 

Mi. ECUVERIE reprekended the conduct of Miniſters. He 
Mug nothing they had done could be included in a vote of credit 
ich was profpective. He ſaid, he wiſhed to bring forward, as 
uch as any nen, the negotiations, but he thought money ſhould 
x be ſent out oi the kingdom without the knowicdge of Parlia- 
rat, He had taken a deal of pains in examining precedents, 


e gen 

om ut he had found none which applied to juſtify ſuch a conduct. 

| ty k 9 s 4 : 
of th Mr. SHERIDAN obferved, that the Minſter was powerful in 


choice, and ſeemed to have had a paterit for putting words toge— 
er; vet he had diſeretion to be filent on proper occafions, as was 
a the caſe with reſpect to one point. On a former night he had 
ſuted the neceſſity of concealing from the public the knowledge of 
he money ſent to the Continent ; therefore it was impoſſible that 
fiir account could have been given to the Houſe. There were 
ther gentlemen who ſtood in a ſituation of reſponſibility, beſides the 
Minitter, and he wiſhed to hear from them ſome information on 
the ſubject, He witacd to know accurately, whether any intereſt 
lad been paid for the money already borrowed by the Emperor; or 
whether deductions had been made for that purpoſe out of the in- 
ſalments advanced to his Imperial Majeſty? It was material 
tlat the Houſe ſnould know thus, or know whether the Emperor 
would have ſent the intereſt, provided no advances had been made 
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lane dom this country, in order that they might judge of his future pune- 
bad yr. The Pritith Parliament muſt expect the punctuality of a 


1d 
ited, 
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erchant, and not depend on the gallantry of a hero for the pay- 
ment of theſe ſums. He would therefore add, as an amendment 
b the reſolution, 4 That 5 00,0001. ſhould be granted to the Em- 
nccal e beror when his exigeneies upon the laſt loan are fulfilled, or ſatis- 
le dor reaſons given for the failure.” 
not 2 Mr. Chancellor PITT acknowledged the fairneſs of the ho- 
If wable gentleman's deduction. He ſtated explicitly, that the in- 
d by (reſt on the loan had been paid at the time ſtipulated ; and whe- 
, de ter that intereſt was deducted out of any part of the loan, or tranſ- 
Nitted in a more circuitous manner from Vienna to London, was 
enter Ir matter of no conſequence. He vindicated the Lords of the 
could RY reaſury as to their conduct in the buſineſs; obſerving, that the 
nor- "cr to be made in conſequence of a requeſt from that Houſe 
Mud = to be given by them, not on perſonal or individual knowledge, 
Ut from official information received. And with regard to the 
. H 
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mode of procuring that information for that Houſe, he ſaid he haf 
himſelf given it to the honourable gentleman, previous to hi 
framing a charge againſt him. He obſerved, that the I realury, 
ſuch, could no otherwiſe interfere in inquiring into the manner of 
the Emperor's fulfilling his engagement, but by applying to the 


Emperor's agents for information. As to the guarantee, he ae. My 
knowledged he was bound to have more preciſe information on that norec 
ſubject; and he tock upon him to fay, that the Pariiament had ng M. 
guaranteed the payment of the finking fund, however much t e 
public or individuals would have a right to complain, it there uu te ren 
any failure on the part of the Emperor. He then proceedel t W. 
correct the ſtatement, that two years and an half had elapſed ſince them! 
the Emperor had begun to pay any part of the ſinking fund, tn p 
ſerving, that the engagement was not made till May 1795, nd a 
could the ſinking fund take place after that, till the whole ſun vas 
was advanced upon the loan; fo that the period of two vears and M 
an half was, in fact, little more than one year; and whoever tb th 
calraly and candidly renccted on all the continental tranſactions d M 
the Emperor during this period, would be hardy, indeed, to infer, out a 
that the Emperor had no intention to execute his agreement; and 1. 
he would cheartaliy fubinit it to the judgement of the Houke, M 
whether there was ſuficient ground to vppoſe the meaſure pu- feet!) 
poſed. peror 

Mr. SHERI DAN contended, that the guarantee for the p- ut a 
ment of the intereſt of the loan, and the ſinking fund for the te- M 


demption of the principal, ſtiood upon the ſame ground, and that WW caval 
the creditors of the Einperor in each caſe look to the public as their I iel 
guarantec. He doubted whether, without advancing freſh ſums be he 
to the Emperor, he could have paid the intereſt of the former ſums Wi ind 
borrowed, and thought this held out but poor encouragement to en- ſhall 
pect the repayment of the principal ſums advanced. He wiſhed v lo 
know alſo, whether the actians of the Emperor's Auſtrian dominions Wl pp. 
were depoſited in the Bank of England as a ſecurity ? Whether 
the 5,0001. monthly, or 60,0001. annually, had been paid accord- 
ing to the treaty, and had been applied towards the buying up of * 
the bonds at the market price, and for the purpoſe of a ſinking Wl |... 
fund for the redemption of the capital of the loan. In ſhort, Mr. thou 
Sheridan inſiſted that there was a failure on the Emperor's fide d pay 
every part of the treaty, and that the 500,0001. now propoſed 9 ven 
be advanced, was to enable him to fulfil his former engagement the 
with the Britiſh public. : had 
Mr. Chancellor PITT in reply ſaid, what he had ſtated as, tay 
not that the public had no intereſt in the fulfilment of this treat, 
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hut only that they were not to be confidered as guarantees to indivi- 
duns. Were there any juſt grounds for apprehending any failure 
on the part of the Emperor, he allowed that it might be very proper 
for the inveſtigation and interference of Parliament; but that was 
not the queftion then before the Committee. 


e u. Mr. BOUVERIE wiſhed to know whether the 500,0001. now 
that moved tor, had been actually remitted to the Emperor? 
d not Mr. Chancellor PITT replicd, that the object of the meaſure 


now propoſed was, to take the authority of Parliament for ſums to 
> wel bc remitted, and not to cover any former remittances. 

d ty Mr. SHERIDAN wiſhed to know whether Miniſters confidered 
inet themſelves authorized to take the Prince of Conde's army into Bri- 
, 0- fiſh pay, and continuing ſuch payments without the previous conſent 
nend approbation of Parliament? For this meaſure, he obſerved, 
ſun vas virtually the ſame as increaſing the loan to the Emperor. 


and Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that was a queſtion totally irrelevant 
ever v the ſubject before the Committee. 
ns of Mr. Sheridan's amendment was then put and negatived with- 
ner, AY put a diviſion. 

and The original addreſs being voted, 
ou, Mr. FOX aſked the Committee if every individual was not per- 


pro- ily convinced that all the money which had been ſent to the Em- 
peror, during the fitting of Parliament, might have been iſſued with- 
Pay- out any inconvenience in a ſimilar mode: 
e te- Mr. Chancellor PIT T announced a material altcration in a new 
that avairy bill, which provides, that as an encouragement to perſons 
their BW rolling themſclves as volunteers, three-fourths in volunteers ſhall 
ſums BMW be held equal to the whole of the number propoſed to be balloted, 
ſums nd that any individual who ſhall come forward as a volunteer, 
) ex- dal have it in his power to exempt any particular claſs from the 
ed to ballot, providing, however, that this claſs ſhall be at the expence of 
lupporting the horſe ſo ſupplicd, 


Tueſday, 20th December. 

Mr. NICHOLLS aid, that previous to the report of the Com- 
ought that the Houſe ought to call upon the Governor and De- 
Puty Governor of the Bank, to attend and inform the Houſe, what 
vere the reaſons that induced them in a former inſtance to object to 


te meaſure of an Auſtrian loan; and to ſay, whether theſe reaſons 
ad now ceaſed to exiſt. In the courſe of the converſation yeſter- 
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mittee of Supply of yeſterday being taken into conſideration, he 


bay, it had come out that two of the principal reaſons were the higlr 
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price of bullion and the rate of exchange, and that all the Diredoꝶ 
had concurred in the oppoſition, It was a fact that fifty guinen 
on one thouſand pound could be made by melting the coin, and 
while this was the caſc it was impoſſible that the quantity of ſpe 
eie could be kept up by coining. There was certainly g+-d reafen 
to be cautious before ſuch-a mcaſure as that of ſending { moch 
money out of the country was adopted. It was highly becoming the 
dignity of the Houſe to enquire into the ſubject, and to know whe. 
ther we ſtill were in the ſituation that would render it improper to 
diminiſh the quantity of coin in circulation. "This was but the be. 
ginning of a ſyſiem, and much larger ſums might afterwards be pro 
poſed. A diſtinguiſhed character (Mr. Burke) who was ku un 
be, in ſome meaſure, the political director of ſome gentlemen vpe 
the Miniſterial bench, had recommended the proſecution of che war 
againſt France in that quarter where ſhe was vulnerable, and that 
was in the centre of her dominions. He did not know if the Mi. 
niter was wholly of this opinion, but he had heard rumours of tex 
ſubſidies to Ruſſia; and if this idea was to be ated upon, mere 
ſums migh be drained out of the country. He had been one d 
thoſe who never thought the war neceſſary, and he did not altoge- 
ther agree with {ome about the value of the objects for which it 
was to be continued. He did not conceive it as of ſuch vaſt con- 
ſequence to reconquer the Low Countiics for tlie Emperor, ner wa 
the object of ſuch magnitude and importance as to juſtity or com- 
penſate for our ſending money abroad to the danger of overthrowing 
the great ſprings of our proſperity. The {tate of Europe was changed 
Fince the peace of Utrecht, when that country was gained for the 
Emperor; and now were it reſtored to him, it muſt be defended by 
the money of Great Britain, ſhould France ever attempt to regain lt 
He was of opinion, that a certain quantity of coin was neceſtary; 
and that it was not enough that there ſhould be coin to circulate the 
paper. There was at preſent a very great ſcarcity of coin. Ile 
ſilver coin eſpecially was very ſcarce, He did not know the cauk 
from which the latter circumſtance aroſe, but the fact was certain. 
He could not think of ſending more money to the Emperor, when 
the moncy he had laſt received coſt this country 1 00 per cent. kr 
the profit which individuals had made on the depreciation of G- 
vernment paper had ariſen from the quantity of it in the mark 
which had been iſſued for the purpoſe of enabling Miniſters to ſend 
him ſupplies. It would therefore be highly neceſſary for the Houk 
to conſider what would be the conſequence of ſending more more 
dut of the kingdom ; great embaraſsment from the ſcarcity of Mon) 
had been felt by tradeſmen in the metropolis and elſewhere, vid 
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if the cauſe were increaſed, would likewiſe reach the higher ranks; 
he ſhould therefore move, © That the Governor and Deputy Go- 
vernor of the Bank be required to attend at the bar this day: when 
the report of the Committee of Supply is to be taken into conſide- 
ration. 

Mr. GREY ſeconded the motion ; and the queſtion being put, 
it was negatived without a diviſion, 

The report of the Committee of Supply being brought up, 

General TARLETON obſerved, that the pompous and exag- 
gerted accounts which had been frequently given to the Houſe by 
Minifters, of Auftrian victories and ſueceſſes, would almoſt per- 
ſuaade a man of plain underſtanding to believe, that the Auftrian 
amics were, at the time in which he was ſpeaking, advanced as 
fir as Chalons in France, and had extended their light troops to 
tie very barriers of Paris. But as he conſidered eloquence em- 
pored in ſtating matters of fact to be a very dangerous ſpecies of de- 
jon, he would, with the permiſſion of the Houſe, point out the 
local ſituations of the Auſtrian armies, at the periods when they re- 
ceired various ſums of money, loans and ſubſidies from the inhabi- 
tants of Great Britain, and their actual ſituation in the month of 
December, 1796. He profeſſed he would not enter much into 
military detail, but endeavour to give a clear, yet conciſe, account of 
the real ſtate of our ally. It muſt be recolleQed by gentlemen who 
at in the laſt Parliament, that different ſums of money were firſt 
ſapplied to the Emperor's agents in 1794, when his army was in 
Flanders, and on the frontier of Holland. It muſt be recollected 
likewiſe, that the loan of four millions ſix hundred thouſand pounds 
Ws furniſhed in 1795 to his Imperial Majeſty when his troops 
were in potidſſion of Luxemburg, the ſtrongeſt inland fortreſs in 
Europe, But at this period the Auſtrians have not even an out- 
poſt within ſeventy miles of that fortreſs. £ 

The General ſaid, he confidered it a duty incumbent on the 
preſent Houſe of Commons to obſerve and mark the particular 
uation of the Imperial armies at the commencement, and at the 


Oncluſion of the preſent campaign. What was the fituation of 


zz Imperial armies when they went into winter quarters on the 
mngement of the armiſtice, Colonel Craufurd's letter, dated 
Devember 21, 1795, from the head quarters of General Clare- 
liyte's army, would beſt explain. „His Excelleney's line now ex- 
tends from Dreyckhauſen on the Rhine by Strombergkirn and 
Oderſtein to Berkenfeldt, from whence the left of his army is 
a connected by a chain of light troops with Marſhal Wurmſer's 

"ght, which occupics Kaiſerſlautern, by Neuſtadt, along the 
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& rivulct called Spirebach to the Rhine. The Auftrian light troops 
“ ſeour the country from Berkenfeldt to Treves. Part of Marſhy 
“ Wurmſer's army, and the Prince of Conde's corps, defend the 
right bank of the Rhine from Philipſbourg to Baſla.“ The 
General then continued: The Houſe muſt bear in mind, that thi 
diſpoſition of the Imperial armies covered a very large diſtrict ag 
country on the left bank. of the Rhine; he muſt therefore no 
place before them the actual ſituation of the Auſtrian and French 
armics. By means of the money, advanced by Miniſters (and if 
we advert to the periods when that money was advanced, the Hou 
will be inclined, he thought, to believe with him, that His Ma. 
jeſty's Minifters had confiderable influence with the Auſtrians in 
breaking off the armiſtice) the preſent campaign commenced; in 
which, much ſkill, perſonal valour, and perſevering intrepidig, 
might juſtly be aſcribed to both parties; for he hoped he was not 
ſo blind, fo prejudiced, or fo bigoted, as not to allow an enemy to 
poſſeſs the brilliant qualities he had juſt mentioned. But after 
various ſucceſs, what he demanded is the preſent ſituation? Not 
withſtanding all the gallantry and intrepidity exhibited by the 
Archduke, which no man admired more than he did, the French Weitere 
had expelled the Auſtrians from the Palatinate, and after havioz Mee de 
over-run the greater part of Germany, from whence they had drawn ud! 
great contributions in money and kind —had ſublitted their armies, bin, 
which were in great diſtreſs at the opening of the campaign, for five my 
months on the Auſtrian magazines — had compelled ſeveral Princes Nate 
of the empire and the circles of Franconia, Suabia, Saxony, and ud 
Bavaria, to detach themſelves and their contingents from the En- Engli 
peror, and to accept peace ; the French, he repeated, have at tl and t 
moment poffe ſſion of the whole left bank of the Rhine, and, in T 
addition to Duſſeldorf, three confiderable paſſages over that rivet, lums 
By means of Huninguen, Kehl, and Neuwiud, they have the faci- ls a 
lity of advancing into the heart of Germany whenever they ſhall "cn 
deem ſuch an enterprize prudent and adviſable ; and from the ex- been 
hauſted ſtate of the country on the right bank of the Rhine, the idera 
Auſtrians, if they do not ſpeedily retake thoſe places, will bf Italy, 
obliged, on account of the want of proviſions, to retire to ſome dif ;hab 
tance from the preſent ſcene of action. 

From this point of active operation, the General ſaid, he would 
direct the attention of the Houſe to one not leſs active, or leſs im- 
portant. With reſpect to Italy, where events of the greateſt m6 
ment had taken place, he ſhould ſimply ſtate, what had been, and 
what was, the ſituation of our ally. If he adverted to the King! 
ſpecch in 1795, he there found a leading paragraph, which he woul 
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Ove, 
roops rad to the Houſe : „ In Italy the threatened invaſion of the 
r French has been prevented, and they have been driven back from 


«1 eonſiderabie part of the line of coalt which they had occupicd.” 
On this part of His Majeſty's ſpeech many Members in the late 
parliament had laid conſiderable ſtreſs, both in that Houſe and in 
mother. A noble Lord, high in the confidence and councils of His 
Majeſty, had ſtated, * that the enemy had been prevented over- 
„running Italy, where France would have acquired great riches, 
« which would enable her to proſecute the war with vigour." 
Now no one, he believed, would deny that General Buonaparte had 
gver-run Italy, and was in poſſeſſion of every ſtrong place, except 
Mantua. Nay, he would ttatc, and not be afraid of contradiction, 
fiat if that General was to meet with reverſes of fortune, and be 
dlized to abandon the ſiege of Mantua, he ſtill would be able to 
fond in the fortrefles of Tortona, Aſti, and Alexandria, a barrier 
mint the Auſtrian armies. In that event, which did not appear 
my probable, he would have made an advantageous campaign, and 
by keeping poſſeſſion of the ſtrong holds juſt mentioned, he might 
wan invade the Emperor's dominions in Italy when an opportunity 
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reach Nofercd. The reſult of the campaign, therefore, to the allies might 
avio e deſeribed in very few words. The Imperialiits, after various 
Ian nd heavy loſſes, had not a ſingle ſoldier on the left bank of the 
mies, Nine; and in Italy, notwithſtanding an Auſtrian and Sardinian 
rue amy guarded the entrance of that country, Lombardy and the 


rinces N elates of the Emperor had been over-run by the French; Sardinia 


„ and nd other powers had been compelled to purchaſe peace; and the 
En- Laglih had been ignominiouſly expelled from the iſland of Corſica, 
it this nd the ports of Leghorn and Genoa. 


d, in 
river, 
 faci- 
7 ſhall 


The General then begged the Houſe to recollect, that the firſt 


lis armies were in Flanders. The great loan had been furnithed 
when he was in poſſeſſion of Luxemburg. Large ſupplies had 


ie ex- bern afterwards in /itutionally ſent to him when he held a con- 
, the WW dderable territory on the left bank of the Rhine, and the whole of 
ill be y. Now buſhels of £.ogliſh guineas are to be wrung from the 


e dif 


git bank of the Rhine, and the left bank of the Brenta. To 
Wat do theſe councils tend? Will not the experience of three 
jars enlighten Miniſters, or open the eyes of Engliſhmen? Have 
ve not, with conſiderable diſadvantage to this country, drawn im- 


„am ſums from the circulating medium of commerce in order to 
Kings N the deſtruction of hundreds of thouſands of the human 
vou es? Have not our allics loſt a conſiderable tract of rich and 
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nhabitants of this country, when his armies are ſituated on the 
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populous territories? And yet we are told in brilliant ſpecches, ty 
view our ſucces with ſatisfaction. We are congratulated on the 
gallant atchievements of the Archduke. If ſuch bombaſt fe. 
ments prevail with this Houſe, we ſhall be congratulated ney 
year on the ſafety of Vienna! Such expreſſions of fatisfattion ang 


congratulation, ſaid the General, . reminded him of the ſtory of n 
Dutchman who, having loſt his leg, expreſfed his ſatisfaction u n 
he had not loſt his head. ald 

The report was then read a firſt and ſecond time. | MOU! 

Mr. GREY obſerved, that as it was his with the amendment!“ 
propoſed yeſterday by his honourable friend (Mr. Sheridan) to the 
reſolution of the Committee ſhould »ppear on the Jouranals of te 
Houſe, he ſhould move an amendment which would go to the fam fat t 
end. It appeared from the accounts laid upon the table, that the WR 
Emperor had not complied with the conditions of the loan, cithe; i" ©: 
with reſpect to the annual remittances or to the proviſion for ie 
ſinking fund. There was not, as the right honourable gentleman i" *© 
had obſerved, an arrear of one year only, for the payments were to RP" © 
have commenced on the 1it of May, 1794. But with the excey- i" * 
tions of 11,0601. ſtock, which had been purchaſed with one month's nich 
remittance, no payments whatever had taken place. This vas 
material conſideration both to the public and to individuals before ſed, 
any new advances were agrecd to be made. He had already (tated . g 
the difference of price between the Imperial 3 per cents. and the il" * 
conſolidated 3 per cents. and he found on inquiry, that he wa * 
warranted in that ſtatement. As the publie were the guarantecs of Ee 
the loan, the riſł was certainly greater in proportion as the conditions lc p 
on which it was granted, were not fulfilled. He was not debating ® 
the policy of the meaſure, but wiſhed to view the tranſaction as! as 
had been carried on. The right honourable gentleman had my i 4 
that in the preſent ſum of 500,0001. nothing was included for the To 
Prince of Conde, Yet it could not be denied, that remittance - 
had been made for the army under the command of that Prince in wy 
December and Spring laſt for ſervices in 1795; bills had been kan, 
drawn even previous to December 1795, and they were continued * 
in February and March ſince. But as that corps had been actiq; * 
conſtantly from that time, he wiſhed to know from the right bo- - 
nourable gentleman, whether money was not to be remitted for theſe * 
ſervices, and whether it was his intention to come to the Houſe 7 
for a new ſupply? Mr. Grey then moved as an amendment ie A 
the reſolution of the Committee of Supply, after the words expteſ⸗ CE 
ſing their concurrence to grant the Supply, Whenever it ſhall ap- 10 


pear, that the engagements of the laſt loan have been fulfilled, 
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NO 
Mt ſatisfactory reaſons have been given for the failure of the 


L 


ame. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, as the ſubject had been fully diſ- 
ned in the Committee laſt night, he ſnould fay nothing on the 
erits of the amendment. But with reſpect to the queſtion put to 
im by the honourable gentleman, on the ſums winch it might be 
bund nezeffary to ifiue to the Prince of Conde's corps, though he 
wid not take upon him preciſely to ſtate what theie ſums might 
amount to, yet he believed the farther ſums which would be yet 
wn for, would be about 50,0001. or probably 100,000l. to be 
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—— ET the army extraordinarics. This queſtion might, how- 
of to rer, be diſcuſſed after the receſs. He had no difficulty in faying, 


that the honourable gentleman 's ſtatements were completely erro- 
debus; for it was evident, that the ſums paid were not all incurred 
1705, Above 200, ocol. were drawn for and paid by Colonel 
Cnufurd in 1796. He had anxiouſly endeavourcd to aſcertain 
be exact facts, and he had found his own ſtatements correct, with- 
put truſting to his general recollection. With reſpect to the queſ- 
tion of collateral ſecurities, he had already ſuggeſted, that a motion 
might be brought forward on that head. It was, however, neceſ- 
ary for him to repeat, that the Houſe would on inquiry, be fatis- 
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before bd, that the conditions had been exactly complied with. 
ated Mr. FOX contended that Jo8,000!. had been paid anterior to 


lie 1ſt of October 1795. He had carefully looked at the papers 
01 the table, and found himſelf juftificd in making that ſtatement. 
Eere Mr. Fox referred to the papers |. He then admitted, that 
le tad overlooked ſeveral dates, and that only 250, oool. had been 
jad before the term to which he alluded. He therefore called on 
tte right honourablc gentleman to declare, whether the Houſe was 
o Hear of any other ſums ſent to the Prince of Conde ? 

Mr. Chancellor PITT obſcrved, it was a matter of ſome ſatis- 
lation to find that the right honourable gentleman admitted he had 
been guilty of an erroncous ſtatement. It was to be conſidered cer- 
tiny as a mere error, yet he hoped it would be a leſſon to gentle- 
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inued ven chat they ſhould be very cautious in charging others with fraud, 
acting ince they were from their own conceſſions guilty of errors them- 
ic ho- lies, and were proud to be ſo from the evidence of papers on which 
theſe ley founded their charges, and which they conſidered as authentic 
Houſe documents. 

ent to Mr. FOX replied, that he was ready to give the right honour- 
xpreſ- ale gentleman the full benefit of the misſtatement of which he 
Il ap- lad been ſo violently charged, and which he Hiniſelf had previouſly 
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The amendment was then negatived, and the reſolution of th, 
Committee agreed to. : 


Mr. Sceretary DUNDAS faid, that previouſly to bis ſubritin 
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to the Houſe a general ſtatement of the affairs of, the Eaſt- Ini 
- R 8 5 £ felart th 
Company, he ſhould make a motion, of which it would be nee; Cdvan 


fary to enter into ſome explanation. The Houſe were aware, tha 
when an enemy's country was in the poſſeſſion of the Brit arm 
the laws of navigation immediately attached upon that countr, 
As ſoon as Martinique and part of St. Domingo were occupied b 
the Britiſh, thoſe laws applied to them; and therefore the object 
his motion was to procure an exception in favour of the Capes 
Good Hope. The poſſeſiion of that place was infinitely valy 
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: 50 e e, a pla 
able; and it might be held without any injury being done to an * 
other country; it might be held with full juſtice to the intercſis d Sh 


this nation, and at the ſame time fo as to leave all other countr 
upon a better footing than they were at any former period. Whe: 
the Cape was poſſoſſed by the Dutch Eaſt-India Company, it wa 
poſſeſſed as a ſtrict monopoly, and ſhips touching there were ſubje 


ould ce 
act. 


ations f 


8 a 5 a g end, y 
to great inconveniences and reſtrictions, in procuring tne neectl bought 
ries for continuing their voyages. When veſfels from Denmark antage 
France, or any other part, touched at the Cape, they were force * 
4 3 : - _ : ky | 
invariably to pay a price for proviſions much ſuperior to that wh, 

8 8 Jo | enefits. 
the Dutch themſelves paid. The object of his motion mui, I line to 


was aware, be limited; he ſhould, therefore, propoſe, that as lon 
as the Cape ſhould be in His Majeſty's poſteſiion, His Majchy 
Council! ſhould be allowed to make regulations reſpecting the com 
merce to and from that place. It was net iis Majeſty's intenti 
to hold it upon ſtrict colonial laws, nor that ſhips of other n 
ſhould be prevented from touching there, nor that they ſhould 6 
precluded from the ſale and barter of the produce of their on 
nations. He wiſhed that a part of the navigation act ſhould 
read; and after it had been read, he moved, that the Houl 
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ſhould immediately reſolve itſelf into a Committee, to conlidal for , 

of the trade and commerce to and from the Cape of Gol er nat 
Hope. ent 

Sir F. BA RING looked on ſuch a preface to tlie Faſt-Ind "WY, 


Budget as a bad omen for the public relative to peace. He ſhould 
for his part, be glad to hear of ſomething more palatable, and B 
would therefore oppoſe going into the Committee. The Cape“ 
Good Hope had been fo long in the poſſeſſion of the Dutch, n 
gentlemen were not, perhaps, fully prepared to conſider the ſybjet 
in all its relations. The Cape certainly appeared to him in a) 
diſterent light from what it did to the right honourable gentlem® immer 


Ir leave 
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a valuable acquiſition. He confidered it as a heavy burden to 
he public, and ſhould pronounce it an object of no moment in the 
wociation then carrying on. The Cape was ſurrounded by a 
fart thirty miles in extent. He was proceeding to ſtate the local 
fizdvantage of the Cape, when he was called to order by | 
Mr. Chancellor PI'TT, who faid, that the honourable gentle- 
an had been guilty of a miſtake in ſuppoſing this to be the preface 

o the India Budget. It was a point of conſiderable importance, 
n which the queſtion ſimply was, whether the Houſe ſhould go 
ito a Committee ; it was not propoſed to inquire, whether the 
we of Good Hope was, as the world had hitherto conceived it to 
|, a place of the greateſt value, and a poſſeſſion the moſt deſirable, 
xerhaps, on the face of the globe; but the object, which the Com- 
nittee was to report on, was, whether, as long as His Majeſty 
ould continue to hold it, he ſhould be bound by the ſtrict letter of 
at of navigation, and ſhould be compelled to exclude other 
ations from a participation of its benefits? His right honourable 
tend, who entertained a high opinion of the value of the Cape, 
bought that other countries might be permitted to ſhare its ad- 
mntage with us; but the honourable Baronet, who conſidered it as 

| no value, was unwilling to ſuffer others to have a ſhare of theſe 
enefts. He ſubmitted to the Baronet, whether the value had any 
ling to do with the preſent queſtion. 

dir F. BARING faid, that conceiving the advantages of this 
llony had always been greatly over-rated, he thought that, at the 
ent juncture, it might be of ſome uſe to declare that opinion. 

The Houſe then went into a Committee. | 
Mr. Secretary DUNDAS faid, that having ſtated the nature of 
ut he was to ſubmit to the conſideration of the Committee, he 
tould avoid entering into the diſcuſſion ſuggeſted by the honourable 
net. All that he ſhould ſay was, that he hoped, as long as 
8 Majeſty ſhould hold the Cape, which he ſincerely truſted would 

| for ever, it would be held in ſuch a manner as not to debar 
{er nations from any benefits which they might derive from fre- 
«ating it. He ſhould therefore move, © Reſolved, that it is the 
non of this Committee, that the Chairman do move the Houſe 
ir leave to bring in a bill to enable His Majeſty in Council to 
Bulate for a limited time the trade and commerce to and from the 
I of Good of Hope, &c.” © | 
Mr. HARRISON thought the meaſure propoſed by the right 
"urable gentleman was only a prelude to a variety of additional 
ences and emoluments : it would tend to the ſuperfluous ap- 
"ment of ſtaff and other officers. It appeared more advanta- 
Var. J. 3R X 
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| oper do 
The reg! 


geous to him if the Cape were in the hands of a weak power, thy 
in the poſſeſſion of this country. He was of opinion, while it 
mained in our hands, it would raiſe the jealouſy of other poyer 
and prove a bar to the ſucceſs of the preſent negociation, as i 


would look like a diſpoſition, on the part of this country, to ef a 
bliſh a monopoly in its own favour. n whict 

Mr. Chancellor PITT obſerved, that the reaſons urged by Heil. 
honourable gentleman appeared ſomewhat inconſiſtent. He fi er aich 
talked of the additional expence which it was neceſſary to incurf{y p propo 
the purpoſe of keeping the Cape, and yet he was defirous of fc, ich tt 
it in the hands of a weak power which certainly could not b kbjet e 


equally competent with this country to bear that expence. The 
honourable gentleman next argued that the meafure would eſtabliſh 
a monopoly, and yet the very object of the meaſure was a relax 
tion of the navigation laws, which, in every point of view, defeated 
the end of monopoly. The honourable gentleman then proceeded 
to lay ſome ſtreſs on the probability of the Cape proving a bar to 
negeciation, when it was evident that the poſſeſſion of ſo valuable 
a ſettlement could alone tend to accclerate the coneluſion of negs 
ciation. Thus on the ſeparate grounds of expence, monopoly, and 
policy, the honourable gentleman had urged nothing but what could 
be refuted by his own principles. 
The reſolution was then agreed to, reported to the Houſe, and 
a bill ordered to be brought in accordingly. 
The order of the day being moved to reſolve into a Committe 
of the whole Houſe, to take into conſideration the papers prelented 
from the India Houſe, &ec. | 
Mr. DOUGLAS in the Chair, | 
Mr. Secretary DUNDAS ſaid, that in the ſtatement which he 
had now to bring forward, he could not promiſe not to conſume 3 
conſiderable part of the time of the Houſe ; he had, however, tit 
ſatisfaction to premiſe that he ſhould be able to bring the ſubject 
which he had to ſubmit to the Committee into a much narro#e 
compaſs than uſual, This advantage he owed to the mode 
which the accounts were now prepared, Several years ago the ſer 
vants of the Eaſt- India Company had not prepared their account 
with any degree of accuracy ; they had drawn them up, rather ® 
matter of form to be ſubmitted to the curſory inſpection of ti 
Court of Directors, than with a view to afford any correct informs 
tion, or undergo a minute inſpection. Under theſe circumſtancs 
in conſequence of the diſtance, which occaſioned a conſiderable deli 
before any regulations could take effect, two or three years had 
clapſed before the accounts were brought into ſuch a ſtate that theſ 
es L | 
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mold be reduced to any elearneſs of arrangement, or conſidered as 
paper documents on which to found reſolutions of that Houſe. 

The regul-tions adopted had now, however, operated to produce a 

5 high degree of improvement. The accounts were, at preſent, 

n ſuch a ſtate, that he flattered himſelf there were not many points 

n which it would be neceſſary for him to go into any minuteneſs 
f detail. He ſhould therefore, in the firſt inſtance, content ,him- 

fif with Rating the general reſults, leaving afterwards to gentlemen 

p propoſe their queſtion "with reſpe& to any part of the ſubje& on 
which they might wiſh for more full and diſtin&t information. The 
libje& divided itſelf into four general heads; | 

Firſt, the Reſult of the Accounts from the different Settlements ; 
Secondly, the Reſult of the Accounts from all the Settlements 
wmbined in one View; 

Thirdly, the State of the Affairs of the Company; 

Fourthly, a combined View of the State of the Affairs of the 
Company at Home and Abroad. | 


ſour heads, it would appear to the Committee how far thoſe expec- 
tations which he had held out had been realized, and what was the 
ral ſtate of the proſperity of the Company. He truſted it would 
be found that every hope which he had formerly ſuggeſted had now 
been fully confirmed, and that even his moſt ſanguine repreſentations 
tad not exceeded the truth. 

With reſpe& to the firſt head, the Accounts from the Settle- 
ments, he would divide them into three claſſes. He would firſt 
take the average for the three laſt years; ſecondly, he would draw 
a ompariſon between the eſtimated account and the actual pro- 


| be dude; and, thirdly, he would endeavour to preſent to the Com- 
2 mittee what was likely to be the future ſtate of the receipts and diſ- 
e burſements, 
ject 
Wl BE following is the ſtatement of the figures, as they were read by Mr. 
el Dundas to the Committee, The different numbers quoted in the 
ſer- ſatement refer to accounts laid upon the table of the Houſe, and 
nts printed for the uſe of the Members. 
b BENGAL- CURRENT RUPEE at 28. 
| t 4 . 

Rupees. Lo 
ma umxvvrs—No. 1. Average Revenue, 1 792˙3 
+ 01794-5 — ar 5577742,139 5,774,213 
ele * — 
* Which is more than average ſtated laſt year by 34,838,959 348,895 


3R 2 


—ͤͤ— —- 
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From an inveſtigation of the particulars comprized under thoſe 
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Rupees. £ 
No. 3. Eſtimate for 1994-5 — 5.58, 6,68 5, 580,609 
Actual amount — — 5,093,793 14 5,9370 
. __ | V 
More than eſtimate — — 35,73,246 357,434 
CHARGE No. 3. Charges for 1794-5 were N 
eſtimated at — — 3,27,86,345 3,278,635 
Actual amount in the year = —23.47,73,9060 34,457,306 
Being more than eſtimated — 19,87,615 1608,56 
Deducting exceſs of charges from exceſs Yi Tr 
revenue, the actual amount of net revenues 
more than eſtimated, is (No. 3.) 15,85,631 158,564 
And the net revenue of this year 1s 2,46,0 $4354 24460,53; 
ESTIMATES 1795-6. 
No. 1. Revenues eſtimated to amount to 5,63, 12,780 5,641,278 
No. 2. Charges to — * 3.50, 88,226 43,508,823 
Eſtimated net revenue — — 2,12, 24,554 2,122,455 
Revenues eſtimated for 1795-6, leſs than ac- 
tual of preceding year — 30, 66,34 300,65; 
Aud the charges eſtimated for 1795-6, more 
than preceding year, by = - 3,14,266 3147 
The eſtimated net revenue of 1795-0, is leſs 
than the preceding year — — 33,80,800 338,000 
MADRAS——PAGODA at 8s. 
Revexues—No average from 1792-3 to 
' 1794-5 can be formed, on account of receipts 
from Tippoo, for treaty and ſubſidies from 
Travancore and Cochin, now transferred to 
Bombay ; alſo receipts from the Nabob and 
Rajah, varied by treaties, but excluding g 
them, the average of the three preceding Pagoda. J. 
years is exceeded by the ſum of _— 4,02, 515 185,00 
The revenues 1794-5, were eſtimated at | 46,538,293 1,8557310 
No. 6. Actual amount in that year was 44,30, 455 1577510 
— — Sr — 
Revenues leſs than eſtimated 1, 98, 838 199535 
; — — — 
CnaAxcks, No. 6.— Charges 1794-5, eſtimated at 44, 5 5,01) 1, 782434] 
Amounted to — . 44,22,812 1,7601 
1 


Charges leſs than eſtimated 32, 805 


. - 


Nec. 20 
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No. 4. 


— ( 
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Deducting deficiency of charge from defici- - Pagoda, 
ency of revenue, the actual account is 
worſe than eſtimated by —— 1,66, 033 
ESTIMATE 1795-6. : 
No. 4. Revenues eſtimated to amount to 50,60,075 
— Charges, to - - - 46, 11,568 
| Eſtimated net revenue 4, 48, 107 
BOMBAY—RUPEE at 28. 6d. 
Rupees. 
kzvexuses, No. 7.— Average Revenues, | 
1792-3. to 94-5 1 — 28.0 
g. The revenues 1794-5, eſtimated at 31,32,104 
Actual amount in that year - - 27,7 7,600 
Revenues leſs than eſtimated 3+54,50 
Caaxcks, 9.—Charges 1794-5, eſtimated at 67,33,791 
Amounted to — — — 62 03,768 


Charges leſs than eſtimated : 5.30,023 


Deducting deficiency of revenue from defi- 
eieney of charge, the accouut is better 


than eſtimated by — — 1,7567519 
ESTIMATE 1795-6. : 
7. Revenues eſtimated to amount to 23,08,013 
8. Charges, to — — ons 


63;90,2 30 


Charges eſtimated more than revenues 309,92, 21) 


LARS 5s. each. 


Span. Doll. 

10, Revenues of Fort Marlbro', on average 
3 of three years, 1791-2 to 1793-4 18,611 
1 EE = 
— Charges, ditto - 4 N 238,393 
7317 : * 
51 I, Supplies from Bengal to Fort Marlbro', C. Rs. 
no Pinang, St. Helena, &c. eſtimated for 
$35 1794: — » — — 10,46, 320 
—=. The actual amount was — * 748,572 
2,34] E — — 
5175 Being leſs than eſtimated 2,97, 748 
108 u. Efiimated ſupplies in 1795-6 6, 17,800 
— 


| — 
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66,413 


2,024, 030 
1,844,787 


— — 


179,243 


—— — 


757·551 
697,924 


59,6027 


195745 


449,125 


BENCOOLEN and other SETTLEMEN TS— SPANISH DOL- 
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GENERAL VIEW. 


RESULT OF THE YEAR 17945 COLLECTIVELY, 


Revenues, 3.—Bengal - - C. Rs. 5,93,79,31 
eee 6.— Madras y N Pago f 422185 
9.—Bombay - Rupees 27, 77,60 


— — —U—ä——ẽj — 


CHArGEs,—3. Bengal C. Rs. 3, 47,73, 900 3,477, 396 
6. Madras Pags. 44, 22,812 2, 769, 12 5 
9. Bombay Rupees 62,03, 768 697,924 


— . — 


Net revenues of the three Preſideneies 5 


Drocr—18. Supplies to Bencoolen, &c. — — 


Surplus revenues, 1794-5 — 
| More than eſtimate 139,147 l. 
Depvcr—Intereſt on debts, paid from the ſurplus. 


18. Bengal C. Rs. 39,94,223 12,422 
19. Madras Pagodas 22,019 | y 8,807 
20, Bombay Rupees 6,76,198 76,072 


Total intereſt 


Net ſurplus from the territorial revenues 
Add 15. Amount ſales of imports, certificates, &c, 56,21,774 


Amount applicable to purchaſe of inveſtments, payment of 
commercial charges, &c. 


Application of preceding ſum in the year. - 
18. At Bengal inveſtment, 
including charges 


[ Commoxs, 


$19374931 
1775787 
3 12,480 


— — 


8,026,193 


55944445 


— won 
2,891,748 
74,35 


— —— 


2,000,891 


484, 301 


1,522,590 
$62,177 


2,084,767 


c. R. 1, 10, 84,487 1,108,449 


19. Madras ditto Pagodas 13,41,021 536, 808 

20. Bombay ditto Rupees 14, 81,212 166,636 

22. Bencoolen ditto C. R. 2,65, 524 26,552 
1,838.4 


Short of amount applicable to inveſtment — — = 


22, Cargoes invoiced to Europe as 
1794-5 were _ 4 C. *. ; 2,17,81,180 


— 


GENERAL VIEW, 


246,322 


2,178,118 


—— 


RESULT OF THE ESTIMATES FOR 1795-6 COLLECTIVELY». 


Revevues, No. 1. Bengal - . C. Rs, 5, 63, 12,7 80 
_ 4. Madras - - Pags, go,60,075 
6. Bombay Rupees 23,98,013 


6,631,278 


2,024, 030 


269,770 


— _— 


7,925,084 


Dec. 


CHARG 


No, 1 


i 
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cankeks, No. 2. Bengal C. Rs. 3,58,88,236 3,508,823 

5. Madras Pags. 46, 11,968 1,844,787 
8. Bombay Rupees 63,90, 30 718,901 
6,072,511 


— — — 


495 


Net revenues of the three Preſidencies 1,852,573 
Deduct | 
No. 11. Supplies to Bencoolen. &, = - 81,7380 


— 
: Eſtimated ſurplus revenues, 1795-6, 
pounds ſterling — — 1,770, 793 
Leſs than laſt year by 236, og8l. 
Deduct 
No. 16. Intereſt on debts, C. Rs. 40, oz, 523 400,252 
Net eſtimated ſurplus from the terri- 
torial revenues for 1795-6, pounds 
ſterling — — 1,370,541 
Add 370,54 
No. 15, Eſtimated amount ſales of 
imports, certificates, &c. 
C. Rs. 42,46,252 C. 424,625 
— — — 
Amount eſtimated to be applicable to 
purchaſe of inveſtments, payment of 
commercial charges, &c. L. 1,995,166 
Which is leſs — actual amount ou 
of laſt year by 289,6011, 
DEBTS in INDIA—Current Rupee at 28. £ 
No. 16. Amount ftated laſt year C. R. 7, 30, 54,619 7, 305, 462 
16. Amount this year — — 6, 81,37,366 6,813,737 
Decreaſe C. Rs. 40,1233 491,725 
17. Debts transferred in the year C. Rs. 88, 80,580 888,058 
exceeds decreaſe, but cannot 
be accounted for, by reaſon of 
the dates of accounts being 
different. 
Dre bearing Ix TER EST. 
10. Amount laſt year. — — C. Rs. 5, 59, 72,994 5,507, 
1b. Amount this year - — 5.32, 88,681 5.327888 
Decreaſe of debts bearing ' 7 
intereſt — C. Ra. 26, 84.313 268,431 


16. Amount of intereſt payable by 


- the accounts of laſt year C. Rs. ,70 | 
16. Amount of intereſt payable this b 70-469 


year pit — — — 40,02 57 23 


Decreaſe of intereſt payable 
annually — C. Rs. 


3,67,946 
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Asszrs mn Inpra. 
No. 21. 9 of caſh, goods, &c, 


laſt — — OOH 80,976,009 8,807,601 2 "0 
Ditto by the preſent ſtatements 8,86,72,003 8,867,266 
— — 
Increaſe of Aſſets C. RS. 5. 96,654 59,66; Occaſi 
* — ing 
Adding the increaſe of aſſets to By a ft 


the decreaſe of debts, the 
Company's affairs in India 
are better by — — C. Rs. | $513, 907 $551,390 


— — 


HOME ACCOUNTS, At home 


Expectation ſtated laſt year regarding the ſales, far exceeded 
private trade goods, 136,000l. more than preceding year, 


a conſiderable quantit y of Dutch goods ſold EY to Deduc 
the act. The whole ſales colleQively were L. 8, 158,49 afſer 
— 1790 
The ſales of the Company's goods were nn at $517,806 
And actually amounted to _ — 6,588,969 
Exceeding the eſtimate =_ 1,071.49 . 
The charges and profits on private trade were ere eſtimated at 60,000 Oe 
The actual amount was — _ — — 14841 


Being more than the eſtimate — F. 88,417 


GENERAL RESULT. 


Balance of caſh eſtimated to be deficient laſt year — - 3718 
Actual balance remaining this year after paying off 498, 25 l. 
of the bonded debt, and having borrowed 150, oool. from 
9. - =; ĩͤ⸗ 


— — 


FESTIMATE, 1796-7. 


Two accounts FEY The firſt prepared at period di- 
rected by the act. 
Expectations having varied, rendered it neceſſary to lay be- 
ore the Houſe that preſented 31ſt October. 
The laſt eſtimate differs from the. . in 2 monges 
from ſales, leſs — 26,000 


is more than ſales * former years. — — 248,000 
— 


RISULT. 
3 mo. eſtimate —_— a balance in favour, on the ft of 
— — — 11 8,20 | 
The laſt a ”: ciency * — — — = 1,028,275 


— : —— 
- Difference C. 1,1423 
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DEBTS AT HOME. 


In March, 1795, were — 6,946,323 
No. 23—In March, 1790, — — — 7,474. 700 


| Increaſe - $528,377 
Occafioned by the Rajah of Tanjore's bonds be- 
” ing made payable in England 2235, 198l. 
By a ſum due on ſale of Dutch goods — 29249741 
528,1 721. 
0 | — 
4 ASSETS. | | 
Athome and afloat, 1 March, 1795; — — 10,413,354 
No. 23—1 March, 1796 — — 12,024, 312 


Increaſe this year — 1,610,958 
Deducting increaſe of debts above from the increaſe of 
afſers, the ſtate of affairs at home appears better in 
1796, by SG 8 =o — 1,082,58r 


— 


CHINA and St. HELENA. 


| Balance laſt year in favour of the Company 979,152 
No, 24.— Balance in — of the Company this year 581,174 


The preſent balance leſs i 397978 


GENERAL -COMPARISON of DEBTS and ASSETS, 


rerea'e of debts in India — — 491,725l. 
creaſe of debts at home — 528, 377l. 


$38 

Increaſe of debts 36,652 
1399 WiMicreaſe of aſſets in India — — 59,6651. 
“ate of aſſets at home 1 - 1,610, 958l. 


lack mh — — 1,670,6231. 
ance at China and St, Helena leſs — 397.978l. 


— — 


Net increaſe of aſſets 1,272,645 


ont — — — - 1,235,993 


waufting increaſe of debts as above, the general improve- 


The Indian accounts of this year being nearly of the ſame 

date, the improvement is corroborated by the balances 

of the ſtock accounts. 

ace of flock by computation laſt year was — $:4931774 
| No. 24 this year — 734,264 


* Company's affairs better as to debts and aſſets — T 1,240,499 
Vc, I, 3 8 
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COMPARISON of ACCOUNTS preſented this $ ear with Eſtimate q 
\ which the arrangement of 1793 was formed, Ha 
Actual ; 
Eftimate Actual Accoun BY © fa 
ReveNues. February 1794-5 1794-; bet, A be ſho 
Mea 1793 than eftima, WM there | 
_ — 6,963,025 8,026,193 more 1062, 568 ret he 
Charges of ditto 5, 188,125 5,944,445 deduct 756,320 ſurplus 
— — } pany 1 
Revenues more 1,775,500 2,081,748 more 3ob,24! preſent 
Supplies from Ben- | Th 
gal to Bencoolen, 50,000 745857 more 24,857 found 
&c. | in the 
Intereſt on debts 561,923 484,301 leſs 77,622 pected 
Deduct 611,923 559,158 leſs than eſtimate 52,76; E 
Net Revenues 1,163,577 1,522,590 more than eſtimate 559,01] that tl 
— — 
Receipts from ſales . 
of imports and þ 350,000 562,17) more 212,17] : 
from certificates | ——_ —_—— I alati 
Surplus 1,513,577 2,084,767 more than eſtimate 7 rally t 
—— compl: 
The eſtimated ſurplus of 1795-6 is 1,795,1661. which exceeds the Th 
* eſtimate of 1793 by * le, k 
nel 
SALES and RECEIPTS. the off 
Rrcrirrs. EsTIMaTE ACTUAL a priey 
— 55 * 1793 1795-6 Out ex 
; Goods ſold _ — 4.988, 300 6,191,894 Th 
\ Profit on private trade _ 70,9000 148,417 ; 
Intereft on annuities - - "6,227 36,227 hat ti 
V an 
5.094,57 6,376,538 ,der, 
PAYMENTS. | jured | 
Cuſtoms — _ — 633,850 677,786 
Freight — — 690,670 1,250,520 — 
Goods and ſtores exported - 1,017,000 1,227,032 ing in 
Bills of exchange or bullion — — 580 913,290 tl he x 
Charges merchandize 375,000 634,004 Ca 
Intereſt on bonds and dividends on * 528,000 722,172 blut 
Indigo contractorss — 10,485 Nutio 
Teas purchaſed on the Continent. — „ 7 theſe e 
3,889,100 5,491,041 16018: hae 
#: in In 
lus 1,205,42 885, I 
SUP! TT . Ph 30% bation 


- - 
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Having thus concluded his ſtatement of the acccunts, Mr. Dun- 
&as faid, that there were ſome points upon which it was neceſſary 
te mould be explicitly underſtood, Although he had ſtated that 
there was a large ſurplus in the hands of the prefidencies in India, 
ſet he begged by no means to have it implied, that he conſidered the 
ſurplus to be one that could be brought into the ſervice of the Com- 
rany in India, nor ſuch as could be realized in the courſe of the 
preſent year. | 

Thus, though in the Bengal revenues, all the items would be 
found to excced the eſtimate for the laſt year, yet in the next and 
in the year following, ſome of the articles muſt naturally be ex- 
rected to fall ſhort — Opium, in particular, could not be expected, 
from ſome circumſtances relative to Holland in the progreſs of the 
war, to be equally productive; but, he was confident in his hopes, 
that the exccedings upon the other articles would be ſufficient te 
make up the deficiency upon that. 

He ſhould briefly ſtate ſome of the charges incurred by late re- 
lations, to which a part of the ſurplus he had ſtated would natu- 
nlly be applied. Theſe were incurred to remedy two grievances 
wmplained of in the army. 

The firſt was as to the mode of riſing peculiar to the India ſer- 
rice, by which officers could reach no higher than the rank of Co- 
nel -a circumſtance which placed them below the importance of 
the other troops of theſe dominions, and which, being admitted to be 
agrievance that demanded a remedy, could not be remedied with- 
out expence. | 
The ſecond was a circumſtance of extreme hardſhip—namely, 
that they were deprived of pay when they returned to this country 
A meaſure of great ſeverity and injuſtice, as it left to the gallant 
dice, whoſe generous exertions for the Company's intereſt had in- 
Jued his health without benefiting his fortune, no alternative but 
ſeturning home, totally unprovided for, even by half pay; or ſtay- 
ing in the ſervice and retaining his pay, at the price of health, un- 
Uhe parted with pay and life together. RR 

Called upon by humanity, by juſtice, and by gratitude, ſuch re- 
ſolutions had been taken as were judged adequate to the remedy of 
tile defects, the redreſs of theſe grievances. He did conceive them 
perfeRly becon.ing our dignity, our honour, and our juſtice; and 
be had the ſatisfaction to know, that they were ſo felt and received 
n India—by at leaſt the great body of the perſons, whoſe appro- 
Ration he conſidered as valuable _ 5 

If in ſo numerous a body there ſhould he found any of a dif- 

{pirit, who denied the advantage iritended, and reprobated 
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COMPARISON of ACCOUNTS preſented this car, with Eftimate on _ 
' which the arrangement of 1793 was formed, Ha 
Actual ; 
Eſtimate Actual — tas fa 
Revexues. February 1794-5 1794-5 be, be (11 
1793 than eſtima, there 
_—— 6,963,025 8,026,193 more 1,062, 568 ret he 
Charges of ditto 5,188,125 5,944,445 deduct 756,320 ſurplus 
—— pany 1 
Revenues more 1,775,500 2,081,748 more 300,20 preſen 
Supplies from Ben- | Th 
gal to Bencoolen, þ $50,000 745857 more 24,857 found 
&c. | in the 
Intereſt on debts 561,923 484,301 leſs 77.622 pected 
Deduct 611,923 559,158 leſs than eſtimate 52,76; = 
CS | war, tc 
Net Revenues 1,163,577 1,522,590 more than eſtimate 359,01; that tl 
— — K | 
Receipts from ſales * 
of imports and 350,000 562,177 more 212,17 eq 
from certiſicates(w —wyyæd ———_ HS tic 
Surplus 1,513,577 2,084,767 more than eſtimate 571,900 rally | 
— == cop! 
The eſtimated ſurplus of 1795-6 is 1,795, 166l. which exceeds the Th 
eſtimate of 1793 by 831509 rice, b 
nel 
SALES and RECEIPTS. the Ott 
Recriyrs, EsTIMaTE ACTUAL a priey 
oy 1793 1795-6 out 
Goods ſold — — 4.988 300 6,191,894 15 
Profit on private trade _ 70,900 148,417 + 
Intereft on annuities = — $6,327 36,227 that tt 
| * U - ———— more a m 
5,094,527 6,376,538 1,252,011 feer, 
PAYMENTS, E th ured } 
Cuſtoms — _ — 633,850 677,786 
Freight — — 690,670 1,250,520 ſeturni 
Goods and ſtores exported - 1,017,000 1,227,032 ing in 
Bills of exchange or bullion = 644,580 913,290 tl he p 
Charges merchandize 375,000 634,004 Cal 
Intereſt on bonds and dividends c on ſtock $50,000 722,172 Che 
Indigo contractors — 10, 485 2000 
Peas purchaſed on the Continent = 25 beſe d 
more perfeR 
3,889,100 5,491,041 0% be bat 
lus 1, 205,42 88 bi Inc 
| yur! „ 5 3 * 30% dation 
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Having thus concluded his ſtatement of the acccunts, Mr. Dun- 
tas aid, that there were ſome points upon which it was neceſſary 
he mould be explicitly underſtood. Although he had ſtated that 
there was a large ſurplus in the hands of the preſidencies in India, 
rethe begged by no means to have it implied, that he conſidered the 
ſurplus to be one that could be brought into the ſervice of the Com- 
rany in India, nor ſuch as could be realized in the courſe of the 
preſent year. | | 

Thus, though in the Bengal revenues, all the items would be 
found to excced the eſtimate for the laſt year, yet in the next and 
in the year following, ſome of the articles muſt naturally be ex- 

pected to fall ſhort — Opium, in particular, could not be expected, 

from ſome circumſtances relative to Holland in the progreſs of the 

war, to be equally productive; but, he was confident in his hopes, 

that the exccedings upon the other articles would be ſufficient te 

make up the deficiency upon that. | 

He ſhould briefly ſtate ſome of the charges incurred by late re- 

aulations, to which a part of the ſurplus he had ſtated would natu- 

nlly be applicd. Theſe were incurred to remedy two grievances 

complained of in the army. 

The firſt was as to the mode of rifing peculiar to the India ſer- 

rice, by which officers could reach no higher than the rank of Co- 

lmcl-—a circumſtance which placed them below the importance of 
the other troops of theſe dominions, and which, being admitted to be 

aprievance that demanded a remedy, could not be remedied with- 

but expence. 

The ſecond was a circumſtance of extreme hardſhip—namely, 

that they were deprived of pay when they returned to this country 

A meaſure of great ſeverity and injuſtice, as it left to the gallant 

dficer, whoſe generous exertions for the Company's intereſt had in- 

Jed his health without benefiting his fortune, no alternative but 

ſeturning home, totally unprovided for, even by half pay; or ſtay- 

ng in the ſervice and retaining his pay, at the price of health, un- 

ll he parted with pay and life together. RRP 

Called upon by humanity, by juſtice, and by gratitude, ſuch re- 

ſlutions had been taken as were judged adequate to the remedy of 
lieſe defects, the redreſs of theſe grievances. He did conceive them 

erteRly becortiing our dignity, our honour, and our juſtice; and 

te had the ſatisfadtion to know, that they were ſo felt and received 

n India—by at leaſt the great body of the perſons, whoſe appro- 

Ration he conſidered as valuable. * 5 

If info numerous a body there ſhould he found any of a dif- 


kreat ſpirit, who denied the advantage iritended, and reprobated 


39 2 


> —__ 


n 
* 
2 .. 


+ = 7 . 2 
——— 2 
+ 
- 


as. 


„— "ns 


r 


w—_— 


\ * 
IE,” HET 2 


© 
i 


— 


2 I on . wa i 
OOF. . Ae 4 


— 2 


-— - 


% * 
. * 
$4 
15 
14 
9 
2 
c | 
43% 4 
12 2 
* 
1 
** 1 * 
2 . 
T 
* SHS 
# 
109% 
28 io 
d 7 
4 4 
[4 3, 
+47 « 
1 * 
4” 
ps : # 
1 
by. © = 
14 
, 
| | 
AM. 6 - 
9 7 
* 
8 1 - 
* 1 
71 
I. 
44 =» 
0 
IS þ 8 
"7 
% l 
_ 
2 
. 
? l 
: | | 
4 * 
4 * 
n 7 
19 
1 » 
F? 
+ 9 
"oF \ 
* 1 * 
2 y 
. 
N 17 
©. [ 
wn 
* 
4347 
. | 
\ 
k 
1.8 
7 
L204 
A * 
, 5 
y > 
n 
1 
3 
© 
. 
KEY | 
= 
c , = 
*® 4:3 
1 4 
1 
61 = 
4 
s - : 
1 
1 
* 4 
"7-74 
F - 
: R 
4 
I 
* 
- 
: \ 
5 
A 
\ * 
; 14 
s 
4 1 
4 ? ws 
4 1 
* 
= * 
, 1 
* "IT 
= 
„ 
4 
* i: 
: - 
: * 9 
4 
4 * 
= = 5 
Fl 7 
: 
7.4 e 
‚ i "©. % 
4 1 
a 
- 
4 
1 of 
F * 
by = 
ui 
2 14 
3 +? 
I» r 
f . 
1, 
*. 
W 
£7 2? 
1 i 
S335 
1 
17 1 
1 T*3 tt 
* * 
4471) 
1 
aty 
KB 
. 
13+ 
$3.14 
bo - 


— — 
pr Tee 

= = 4 ; * 
tu ** 7 


| 65 
AER 


— 1 ia 
PERL: 


— d 
6 < - = > Os 44>. "0 88 MR 4 I Y — 
2 — — 9 * 
7 KTK A . . 4 "+ c 


' 


at home, demand a ſum of about 500, oool. If it ſhould reach 
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the meaſure adopted for their own relief, yet ſhould he not reg 
the dignity he had given to their ſervice, the advantages he had x. 
tached to their retirement. He could never bring himſelf, on 2 
count of prejudice or ingratitude, to repent of having done an 20 
of juſtice. However his intentions might be diſtruſted, or his plam 
eſtimated, he ſhould purſue them with the ſame ſpirit for the we. 
fare of him who objected, as well as of him who ſupported then, 
No clamour ſhould ever induee him to depart one ſtep from the 
path of his public duty, or make him ceaſe to carry into exdcutin 
a meaſure of the juſtice and wiſdom of which he was ſo thorough 
convinced. 

Theſe objects would lead to a large expence, and always preni- 
ſing that it could not in its nature be quite accurate, but rating i 
rather higher than lower than he imagined, it would, abroad and 
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this eſtimate, it was to be obſerved there would till remain a ha- 
lance exceeding the ſurplus by law devoted to the Company's in- 
veſtment, beſides the liberty of bringing home in inveſtment whats 
ever they can ſpare from the revenues of the ſettlements contraſted 
with the charges by which they are maintained. 

It afforded him the moſt fincere ſatisfaction, and it muſt un- 
doubtedly give equal pleaſure to the Houſe, that he was able to 
exhibit ſo favourable a view of the affairs of the Eaſt-India Com- 
pany both abroad and at home—a view the more ſatisfaQory, 
when they remembered thoſe periods when they ſat to deliberate on 
the bankruptcy of that Company, and conſider whether by any 
poſſible arrangement it could be ſaved from abſolute ruin. Events 
had now fully juſtified all his predictions on this ſubject, and rea- 
lized thoſe hopes which he long profeſſed to entertain, ſo contrary 
to the opinions of ſome gentlemen, who were always ready to dif- 
pute his ſtatements reſpecting India affairs. 

Some of theſe gentlemen were no longer Members of that Houſe, 
and therefore could not be oppoſed to him at preſent. But the lel 
he expected contradiction, the more accurate it became him to be 
in his ſtatements. Yet he was not abſolutely deſtitute of all hopes, 
that ſome new champion might ſtand forward and relieve him from 
the languor of undiſputed ſtatement. Reviewing that part of the 
Company's concerns which fell moſt immediately within his pro- 
vince to examine, namely, the ſtate of its affairs in India, he wat 
confident in aſſerting, that it was in an increaſing progreſſion of 
proſperity, and that there was every proſpe of this proſperity being 
yet very confiderably augmented. ' 

Their revenues and eſtabliſhments were ſettled on a ſolid and 
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permanent baſis ; nor was there any circumſtance within the pro- 
able ſcope of events, which was likely to reverſe their ſituation. 
The apprehenſions of inſolvency had long ſince diſappeared ; and 


Xe 

11 WM:cing out at a certain point of proſperity, the only queſtion was, 
mo far that point may be extended? The war which agitated 
rel. Europe, did not reach the Company's poſſeſſions, nor was it likely 


þ to do with any bad effect: ſo far, indeed, was this from having 
happened, that the Company has been enabled to atchicve the 
noſt ſplendid and valuable conqueſts. | 

There was nothing to diſturb their internal ſecurity, being upon 
he moſt friendly terms with all the other powers of that continent, 
ud treaties were negociating between them and the Rajah of Tra- 
yancore as well as with the Rajah of Tanjore, and the Nabob of 


and WM Arcot ; but of their policy and effect, as they were not yet con- 
ach duded, he would refrain from ſaying any more at preſent. With 
ba. rgard to the power and reſources of the Company, they were well 
in. Wcvinced, as he had already hinted, in the valuable acquiſitions of 
at: de Cape of Good Hope and the Spice Iſlands. One of thoſe gen- 
ſed emen, Mr. Fox,) who omit no opportunity of declaiming againſt 


the preſent war, and are eternally prancing about the vaſt expendi- 
ture of Britiſh blood- and treaſure, recited, amongſt other calami- 
bes, as they called it, the acquiſition of theſe moſt important con- 
m-. WT queſts; a moſt unhappy illuſtration! for all the conqueſts ever 
M nde for this country, thoſe, perhaps, in which the leaſt Britiſh 
n blood was ſhed, and the leaſt Britiſh money expended, were the 
any i Cape of Good Hope and the Eaftern Iſlands. In fact, theſe ſet- 
enn i dements had been taken without any other co-operation by the 
rea bees of Great Britain than what was given by the fleet, for the 
ary oops and the expences of the expedition were furniſhed by the 
di. WWEat-India company. Such, then, was the ſtate of their preſent 

ltwation ; and as to their finances and territorial revenues, the ſtate- 
uſe, ¶ rents tranſmitted to this country were now brought to ſuch a degree 
leſs el fidelity and accuracy as may be implicitly relied on. This re- 
) be I prſentation, however flattering it may ſcem, would, he made no 
pes, I ubt, be much exceeded in the periods that were to come. The 
rom bed proof that could be of the improving ſtrength and proſperity 
the cf any country was to be found in its increaſing population; and 
0. dt fuch was the fact in Bengal appeared from a minute of Sir 
was ohn Shore, the preſent Governor- general. Similarly rapid ad- 
Nnees, both in revenue and population, were obſervable in Mas 


ing e and Bengal. The government of the country was mildly : 


nd juſtly adminiſtered, property was ſccured, perſons were re- 


and Wicca, induſtry was encouraged, and the happineſs and proſperity 
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of the people ſo effectually conſulted, that the inbabitants of w 
countries were glad to remove from their native abodes to ry 
under the protection of the Britiſh government. The moſt ray 
Nate of improvement in rude and untultivated minds, muſt ne 
farily require ſome interval before it can operate to any uſcfyl a 
tent; and after the lapſe of ſome time, when prejudices ſhall h 
removed, and the people of India made capable of underſtandin 
and practiſing that which would tend moſt to their own advantax 
the Eaſt-India Company and the public could not fail to participat 
in the benefits reſulting from it. 

He had before already remarked, that when firſt he impoſed up 
himſelf the duty of making this annual ſtatement to the Houſe, he 
confined himſelf altogether to the ſituation of the Company abr 
without interfering with thoſe domeſtic commercial concerns which 
were left ſolely under their own management. Having, however, 
in the year 1793, found it neceſſary on the ſubje& of reneviny 
their charter, to enter into a review of the wliole ſtate of thei 
affairs, he reſolved to continue in future regularly the proceſs which 
he had adopted on a particular occafion. In purſuance of tht 
rule, they had already heard the ſtatement he had to make of the 
Company's domeſtic concerns. They had ſeen how much the fales 
of the laſt year, even independent of the Dtitch property, excceded 
the average at which ſales were taken ; and they muſt obſerve tut 
ſimilar excecdings took place in all other branches of their revenue. 
The inference therefore was fair, that when the war was over, even 
ſuppoſing we did not ' retain our new conqueſts, the ſales of the 
Company would continue to increaſe. By ſome means or other it 
happened, that whatever ſtatements he made upon this ſubject ver 
ſure to be reported very faithfully to the public, and that gave him 
an advantage which was not always to be obtained an exemption 
from being miſrepreſented, or if miſrepreſented, there was the le 
excuſe for it. He would theref6re'appeat to one. of thoſe evidencs 
he alluded to for a paſſage in a former ſpeech of his, and which Ie 
read from a paper. The purport of the paſſage was, expreſſing a 
opinion, that from the condition of the enemy, our own naval ſupe- 
riority, and all the circumſtances of the conteſt in which we wet 
engaged, the commerce of the Eaſt- India Company was likely t 
ſuffer leſs in the preſent war than it had done in any former ole. 
Such were his expectations, and the event had realized them. On 
the brond expanſe of the ocean, it was impoſſible that the vigilance 

of the navy, however powerful; may not be ſo eluded as to give tl 
foe an opportunity of committing depredations on a commerce ex. 


terifive as vr. Vet it ſo happened, fortunately for che Eaſt adi 
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ompany, and the truth of his predictions, that as far as his infor- 


mation went, not a ſingle Faſt-India ſhip had been taken by the 
memy ſinee the commencement of the war to the preſent hour. 

Was there any reaſon to ſuppoſe, that at the termination of the 
war the ſales and revenues of the Eail-India Company would di- 
miniſh * He could divine none, though it ſeemed in a Court of 
Proprietors an ignorant or ill-intentioned orator miglit be found en- 
kavouring to fill the minds of his hearers with apprehenfions of 
mfavourable events, and diſtruſt in the value and ſtate of their con- 
cerns. Some ſuch perſons would even urge, that- the poſſeſſion of 
de Cape of Good Hope and the Spice Iſlands would be to this 
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p euntry more an injury than an advantage. What his opinion of 
„be be value of thoſe* ſettlements may be, as far as it influenced the 
a corſe of a negotiation, this was not the time nor place to expreſs. 
mich hem. But he would not, in paſſing, ſeruple to ſay, that the poſ- 
ver, BW con of the Cape was an advantage, which could not eaſily be cal- 
wing WW culated to the Eaſt-India commerce. N 


thei Admitting, however, that thoſe poſſeſſions were in the end to be 


mch refored, did it follow that we could, for very many years, have any 
that rivals to dread in this moſt valuable trade? Or that any conſider- 
the we part of it would be diverted into any neighbouring channcl? 
fals He faw no reaſon to think that ſuch a transfer was poſſible. Even 
edel tere the preſent war, the Companies and ſhips that traded to tlie 
that g Continent of India were greatly on the decline, and their intercourſe 
nue. rs in a manner abſorbed and loft in the immenſe commerce of the 
even BW m Company. France, it was known, had once ſome ſhare in 
the the trade in India; Holland, before it fell into its preſent cala- 
cr 1 WF nitous condition, might more truly be ſaid to have conſiderable 
vero rad with that quarter of the world. But admitting that at this 


him moment they were both reſtored to the poſſeſſions of the territorics 

0101 g der held before this conteſt, there was not the ſmalleſt danger of 

le heir becoming rivals to Great Britain. France muſt begin afreſh 

wh 0 create trading eſtabliſhments without having any matcrials tor 
; | 


ringing forward a capital, by which alone a commerce ſuch as this 
A ad flouriſh | 
vpe. Holland, whoſe precarious reſources are quite exhauſted and 
ined, could not even carry on her ſpice trade, as the very ſhips 
Mach conveyed them to the Eaſt, became prizes of the Britiſh 
On Mors. When theſe impoveriſhed countries, without merchants 
r marine, were the only rivals that could be thought of, to the 
* zeblibel, wealthy, and powerful Company of England, there was 
ittle cauſe to fear that any injurious change was likely to- happen 
„ concerns of the latter. In proof of the opinions which 
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well. informed perſons entertained reſpecting the returns in ſuu 
years from the Eaſt Indies, he read a letter, in corroboration of j 
ſentiments, addreſſed to him that morning by Mr. Brown, who vx 
a trader exceedingly converſant with Eaſt- India affairs, and ts 
greateſt purchaſer of any man in Europe at the ſales of the Ce 


pany. By this letter, it appears to be this gentleman's opinion led t 
that the ſales of the preſent year would be as productive as the lf ſum o 
From any competitors, therefore, we could not reaſonably be appr. quence 
henſive, either in our China or India trade. Canton and the be cou 
Ganges would long continue to furniſh their annual contributions v greatly 
the riches of the Thimes. remov 
The only circumſiances that could ſeem at firſt fight to cont be ret 
dict the integrity of the favourable ſtatement he had made, was the Hendl 
deficiency which appeared in the caſh eſtimates of this year. I ber 
account for this, they had only to reflect on the great contingentes might 
pences of the period, which were not likely to occur again to ary affen 
fimilar extent. The new military arrangements muſt produce col. ſued 
ſiderable expenditure, the accounts of which had not yet arrive“ by 
But independent of the additional expence which the late regulationy fula b 
muſt cauſe in reſpect to officers, the conſequence of the war, and the ſectua 
expeditions, ſo happily planned and executed, muſt have occaſioned this he 
conſiderable augmentation in the native corps. There was allo M out o 
number of bonds out for the debts of the Company, great quantitie carcle! 
of which were poured in upon them at their ſales, and others they lufhci, 
thought fit to diſcharge, leſt they ſhould be at a diſcount. Ther 44 
was, indeed, a variety of circumſtances which concurred in producing onleq 
this deficiency at this particular period. Amongſt theſe was to bt confin 
mentioned the ſum of 124,0001. which, by authority of Pata. plying 
ment, they paid for building a new warchouſe, in order to ſccurt of pea 
their property from the depredations to which it had been formerly and, p 
expoſed. been f 
Though the war, as he before ſtated, had very little effect upon thoſe 1 
the commercial ſecurity of the Company, yet it was unavoidaby bing 
productive of conſiderable expence to them. It was true, he be- trade. 
lieved, that not a ſingle Indiaman had been taken by the enemy, but be un 
ſill it was impoſſible for them to perſuade or prevail upon tho at: 
they had to deal with, to conduct their trade at the ſame rate d ne 
. - freightage as was uſual in time of peace; and for that reaſon theſ ſpp 
were now at a very heavy expence, which would be ſaved to then them 
as ſoon as the happy period of tranquillity ſhould arrive. lone 
Much had been ſaid of this country not having that partieipia *Þtz 
which it had a right to expect in the proſperity of the Eafl- Ins tealon 
Company; but he had never promiſed any more participation ut _ 
| l 
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what had been obtained. It was impoſſible, that the commerce of 
the Eaſt-India Company could flouriſh in ſo great a degree, with- 
cut the benefits being diffuſed throughout the whole maſs of the peo- 
ple. In fact, the public had received half of the money it was en- 
titled to in the two laſt years, and in the next it would receive the 
ſum of 500,000l. Thoſe embarraſſments, the inevitable conſe- 
quence of particular events, would not return in future years, and 
he could confidently promiſe, that the revenues of India v uld come 
geatly in aid of the expences of this country. As to the mode of 
removing fome inconveniences ariſing to the trade, and propoſed to 
te remedied by an extenſion ef their capital, he profeſſed himſelf 
friendly to that meaſurc, in preference to the ifſuing of bonds. 
There were many di{advantages attending thoſe bonds, debts which 
might be ſuddenly poured upon them at a time when it would be 
difficult or impoſſible to anſwer them. Beſides, when they were 
iſued to a large amount, they muſt of courſe bear a diſcount, which 
ws by no means to the credit of ſo very opulent and fo very power- 
fula body. By adding two millions to their capital they would ef- 
ſeclually relieve themſclves from any neceſſity for theſe bonds, and 
this he would recommend to them to do, even if their debts were 
out of the queſtion ; for ſurely it was evident even © the moſt 
careleſs obſerver, that if their capital in 1793, was no more than 


the uſcient for the purpoſes of their trade, it muſt be wholly inade- 
ber uate to the trade they carry on at preſent. It was of material 
xn conſequence to their intereſts that their commerce ſhould not be 
o A confined within too narrow limits, for without the means of ſup- 
an. plying the demands in the other markets of Europe after the return 
«curl of peace, other nations would be tempted to interfere in their trade 
merl and, perhaps, injure their monopoly. Many arguments had indeed 

been frequently brought forward againſt monopolies in general, and 
upon thoſe of the Eaſt- India Company in particular; and it would cer- 
dabl any ſtrengthen the force of theſe arguments if thoſe to whom the 
e be fade was confined, in 2xclution of all the reſt af the nation, ſhould 
y, but be unable to ſupply the demand that was made for it. Nor was 


tat all to be wondered at that very large ſums were required for 
Managing this trade, when it was conſidered that after goods were 
ſipped from England, four years muſt elapſe before the return for 
them was depoſited in the Company's treaſury, Great care ſhould, 
donever, be taken that, at this preciſe period, the extenſion of the 
apital ſhould by no means exceed their immediate neceſſities. His 
realons for this, was one which he wiſhed to be imprefled on every 
older of India Stock, namely, that at the preſent price, it would 
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year of peace, the difference between 174 and 228. He then 
concluded by moving a ſtring of reſolutions founded on his 
ſtatements. 

Mr. BIDDULPH congratulated the Houſe upon finding that 
the accounts of the Faſt-India Company's affairs were more clen 
and regular this ycar than they had formerly been; ſtill he thorght 
them capable of being more ſo than they were, in order to enable 
the Merabers of that Houſe to form thoſe concluſions which ſhou! 
be drawn from them. In order to this, he thought nothing would 
form ſo true a baſis as preſenting an account of the actual rents of 
the territorial poſſeſſions of India. For his part, he could not con- 
ceive the affairs of the Eaſt- India Company to be ſo flouriſhing a 
had been deſcribed. The ſtatements mentioned, that 2, 5 00, 000l, 
were annually drawn from the lands in Bengal ; but he much 
doubted whether it was poſſible for a country poſſeſſing no mines, 
but importing all their metals, to yield any permanent income to 
that amount. The induſtry of the inhabitants might go ſome way 
towards it, and obviate thoſe deſtructive circumftances which muſt 
otherwiſe have overwhelmed them in deſtreſs ; but he could not 
conceive that ſuch a country could yield a permanent or increaſing 
income unter the operation of conſtant drain, and deprived as it 
was of opulent families and flouriſhing Zemindars. He obſerved, 
that a variety of deductions were to be made from the ſum ſtated as 
applicable to the Bengal inveſtitures, which would reduce it from 
I,500,000]. to 1,000,000l. and adverted to the deficiency of 
the opium ſales, the expences of the military eſtabliſhment, and the 
increaſed expence of the new eftabliſhment in Bengal for the ad- 
miniſtration of juſtice, (a ſum which he ſtated at between 3 and 
400,000]. a year.) It was his wiſh, he ſaid, to be informed r- 
ſpecting · the nature and extent of the juriſdiction of thoſe Courts 
and the nature of the laws impoſed upon the inhabitants of that 
country. He concluded by difſenting from the reſolution, ſo far 
as any inference was drawn from the ſtatements of the former 
year. 


Mr. DUNDAS faid, the reſolutions only recorded matters of 


fact, which were drawn from the accounts now laid upon the 
table. . 

Sir FRANCIS BARING believed that the accounts were ® 
accurate as the nature of the caſe would admit. He ſaid, he had 
felt ſome alarm with regard to the army arrangements, and doubted 
whether the European officers were ſatisfied with the regulations 
which had been ſent to India; and he alſo feared, that the perm 
nent ſettlement of the revenue of the country would produce mud 
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litarbance at ſome future period. He had formerly been of opinion, 
that the affairs of the Company, though affected by the war, were 
more flouriſhing than he now thought them to be. With regard 
to the Cape of Good Hope and the Spice Iſlands, he ſhould be 
ey ſorry to have an increaſed expence on that account. The 
Cape coſt the Dutch annually above 500,000l. As to the Spice 


[12nds, he faid, if they were not held on the ſame plan as the Dutch 


held them, they could never be rendered profitable; and if fo held, 
itmuſt be in a way revolting to the feelings of Engliſhmen. He 
thought that if, after the peace, foreigners were encouraged to trade 
t India, it would be impoſſible for the Eaſt- India Company to ſup- 
ply the wants of this country, or Keep up its ſales to the preſent 
amount. 

Sir CHARLES ROUSE BOUGHTON ſaid, that as the 
reſolution propoſed went only to declare the obvious reſult of num- 
bers, as deduced from the accounts upon the table of the Houſe, 
he did not mean to enforce it by argument, nor had he any wiſh to 
oppoſe it: but he deſired to ſay a word upon the idea thrown out 
by the two honourable gentlemen who ſpoke laſt, that our Indian 
affairs were not likely to continue equally beneficial, and particularly 
the territorial revenue. This idea muſt be grounded either upon 
kd, or reaſoning. Now, in point of fact, if we looked back to 
the moſt diſtant periods of hiſtory, India had always been a ſource 
of wealth to every nation that made conqueſts in it, or engaged in 
ts trade ; the Adriatic conquerors and merchants had derived the 
lame benefits from it ; and the events of thoſe times, which fell 
more immediately within our own obſervation and inquiry, in the 
tanſaQtion of various European nations, during the two laſt centu- 
nes, fully verified his afſertion. Bengal, it was ſaid, had no mines 
of precious metals ; but it had what was more valuable-than pre- 
tous metals, which are only the ſymbol of wealth, a more ſure 
fource of national riches, unremitting induſtry and ingenuity, ſup- 
ported by a propitious climate, and luxuriant foil. Theſe were 
hat had enabled it to pay to its ſovercigns, as far back as public 
records Carry us, a territorial revenue, probably as large, or nearly 
s large, as it pays now; it has continued to do ſo ever fince the 
Britiſh poſſeſſion of it: and was there any ſound reaſon to ſuppoſe 
that it would be leſs able to do fo hereafter, when it is growing 
every day more accuſtomed to our dominion, more benefited by the 
Improvements of our ſyſtem, and, above all other conſiderations 
4 together, when that principle, which is ſo dear to the feelings 
of every human heart, is unalterably eſtabliſhed by Britiſh govern- 
ment, the ſecurity of private property, and a fixed revenue; fo 
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that every man may enjoy his poſſeſſions, and improve them h/ ioht, 


good management, under the certain confidence, that they bead 
ſecurely to him, and to his children after him? i times 

With regard to the trade between Europe and India, he h. ef we < 
reaſon why Great Britain ſhould not uſe its enterprize and ci ed fr 
to the greateſt poſſible degree, in that branch. He conceived, Mer wit! 
fact, that for many years paſt the trade of the other nations of End the 
rope to the Eaſt Indies had been but trifling ; and that the eme po! 
which went under the German, Swediſh, Daniſh, French, aud With r 
even Dutch colours, were, in a great mcaſure, ſupported by Brit country 
capital. If this was the true ſtate of things, and the proſpens tener tl 
events of war had annihilated other European nations in India, and Mr. 
created a chaſm, as the right honourable Secretary had well d rdeſſar 
ſcribed it, in the intercourſe between that country and this, he or cou 
thought it was our buſineſs to fill up the chaſm ; and it would be beauſe 
criminal in thoſe who held the adminiſtration of Indian affairs te he 
to embrace the opportunity, by bringing that whole trade into the Had th 
legitimate channel of the Eaft-India Company, under the controul Winiſted 
and protection of His Majeſty's Miniſters and the Britith Par- dat we 
liament. enough 

The accounts, he ſaid, certainly exhibited a ſtate of proſperity, zA 
The public were much indebted to the right honourable geniteman Mr. 
for the annual produQion of them, formed in ſuch a manner, tit HComp⸗ 
every individual who would take the trouble might make himſclt erben: 
maſter of the progreſſive ſituation of our Indian revenue, and che Henly w 
the eſtimate farmed in the preceding vear, by comparing it with the Nee en, 


divide 
dviſec 
ſtuatic 


accounts of the actual year, when it has elapſed, fo as to render de. 
luſion impoſſible. And he could not help ſaying, that, to his ap- 
prehenſion, the ſet of accounts now on the table contained as pet. 
ſpicuous and ſatisfactory a ſtatement as ever was produced in am 
country, of a concern ſo great and ſo complicated as the trade and 
revenues of the Eaſt India Company. 

Upon the whole view of the ſubject, he ſaw no reaſon to doubt, 
that the favourable expeRations of the right honourable gentleman 
might be fulfilled, and that Great Britain might continue, ſubjeck 
only to the contingencies which hang on all human events, to derive 
the fame benefits from its Indian poſſeſſions and commerce, be 
hoped, to all perpetuity. | 

M. D. SCOT'T confirmed the general ſtatement of Mr. Dundzs 
as to the proſperity of India, and the progreſſive increaſe of profit 
upen all the ſales. He ſtated the advantage to be derived from the 1 
commerce of Bengal as well as China. „Mr. Scott obſerved, that b 


it coſt the Company above a million additional on account of ben 
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Fright, but, in the event of peace, this would be ſaved, and conſe- 
wntly a much larger profit would ariſe upon the ſales. Beſides, 
n times of peace, many more markets would be open for difpoſing 
of the commodities of India. Mr. Scott declared, he widely dif- 
fred from the honourable Baronet, who thought we ſhould be bet- 
tr without our poſſeſſions in the Eaſt. The Cape of Good Hope 
ind the Iſland of Ceylon, were of the greateſt importance, next to 
the poſſeſſion of Bengal for ſecuring the Empire of the Eaſt. 
With reſpect to the Spice Iflands, he thought it better that this 
euntry ſhould have them than the French, though perhaps it was 
better that they Mould be left entirely free. 

Mr. HUSS7 M contended, that the revenue of India, after the 
xeeffary deductions, fell ſhort of the appropriation of a million; 
wr could he look at the revenues of the Company as increaſing, 
keeauſe the eſtimates of the preſent year were leſs than the former. 
The honourable Secretary had ſtated, that the debts were leſſened, 
and the aſſets increaſed, but this had not been accounted for. He 
niſted that the Company was now inſolvent, as it would turn out, 
that were all its effects converted into money, it would not have 
enough to pay off all demands; the former he calculated at 
fi. . 34,0001. and the latter would amount to 7,7 80,0001. 
man Mr. DUNDAS contradicted the ſtatement, and ſhewed that the 
tat Company had almoſt enough to pay their perſonal debs out of their 
nſelt WMWprrſonal effects, and if to theſe was added their old property, not 
neck en would they be able to pay to the amount of their capital, at 
| the te end of their charter, but be a rich ſociety indeed, avere they to 
 (c» Mdivide the ſurplus among them, if, he added, they ſhould be fo ill 
3p ied as to adopt ſuch a determination. He compared their 
per- tuation to the caſe of a gentleman with perſonal property* nearly 
any Wluficicnt to pay his debts, and conſiderable landed eſtate, Was he 


and Mt to be reputed as ſolvent, becauſe part of his capital was in 
nd! The Eaſt-India Company were in poſſeſſion of a landed 

udt, tte of above a million a year for the term of ſeventcen years. 

mal The reſolutions were now put and carried, and the report ordered 

ed Þ de received to-morrow. 

rive The bills for amending the Augmentation-militia Act, the Ca- 

„be , and the Army-levy Act, were committed, and the reports 

4 cred to be received on Thurſday. 

n 

gs Wedneſday, 21ft December. 


that Mr. ELLIOT, the Chairman of the Southwark Committee, 
t of keared at the bar and ſtated, that the Committee appointed to 
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try the merits of the petition of George Tierney, Eſq. compli 
ing of an undue election and return for the borough of Southwak 
had directed him to report their determination to the Houſe, ub 
was as follows : 

That G. W. Thelluſſon is not duly elected a burgeſs to ſcrei 
this preſent Parliament for the ſaid Borough of Southwark. 

And alſo, that the ſaid Select Committee have determined, 

That George Tierney, Eſq. the petitioner, ought to have be 
returned a burgeſs, to ſerve in Parliament for the faid borough, 
And alſo, that the ſaid Select Committee have determined, 

That the faid George Tierney, Eſq. is duly elected a burgk 
&c. to ſerve in Parliament for the faid borough. 

And alfo, that the ſaid Select Committee have determined, 

That the petition of the ſaid George Tierney, Eſq. did not a 
pear to the ſaid Select Committee to be frivolous or vexatious, 

And alfo, that the ſaid Select Committee have determined, 

That the oppoſition of the faid G. W. Thelluffon to the fai 
petition, did not appear to the ſaid Select Committee to be frivolou 
or vexatious. 

The report was brought up. 

Mr. ELLIOT then moved, that the Clerk of the Crown « 
attend the Houſe to morrow to amend the return of the faid elec 
tion; and that, inſtead of the name of G. W. Thelluſſon, Eſq. & 
ſubſtituted that of George Tierney, Eſq. — Ordercd. 

The Cape of Good Hope Navigation Bill was brought in an 
read a firſt time. Ordered to be read a ſecond time to-morrow. 

The report of the Committee on the papers from the Ind 
Houſe was brought up, and the reſolutions agreed to by ti 
Houſe, 

Mr. ABBOT faid, that having brought up the Report from the 
Committee, appointed to conſider of the beſt means of promulg 
ting the ſtatutes, he now roſe to give notice that he ſhould tak 
an early opportunity after the receſs, to propoſe to the Houſe for 
meaſure founded on the facts contained in that Report. 

The Scots Dittillery bill was read a third time and paſſed. Tb 
Houſe in a Commiitce of Supply, among other ſums, voted a fun 
of 540,000. for the relief of the ſuffering Clergy and Laity 0 
France. The report ordered to be reccived to-morrow, and te 
Committee to fit gain on Friday. i 

In a Committee of Ways and Means, approved of the reſolut% 
relative to the terms of the loan. | 

In a Committee on the bill for the more ſpeedy payment of Na 
Tranſport and Victualling bills, 
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Mr. HUSSEY objected to the regulations of the Bill, which in 
; opinion would not enable the public to go to the market with 
antage ; but would, on the contrary, have the effect to encourage 
jurious ſpeculation. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT explained the nature of the bill. All 
it enacted was, that a Navy Pill ſhould not run more than three 
mhs. The intereſt was calculated as nearly as poſſible at the 
te of five per cent. ; from the beſt information he could obtain 
had reaſon to believe that the mode of payment propoſed 
the preſent bill would be perfectly agreeable to the parties 
meerned. 

Mr. HUSSEY perſiſted in his objections. The bill was read 
frit and ſecond time, and agreed to by the Committee, and the 
mort ordered to be received to-morrow. 

Mr. BIDDULPH faid, that he had laſt night propoſed ſome 


|, Micfions with reſpect to the new ſyſtem of India Judicature, in 
e (for to which he could obtain no ſatisfactory information. He 
volout 


ned ſome account of the inſtitution to be laid before the Houſe, 
nd if Miniſters perſiſted to decline bringing forward the ſubjeR, 
e would make a motion for the purpoſe. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſuggeſted the difficulty of complying with 
e wiſhes of the honourable gentleman, from the complicated and 
uenſive nature of the ſubject. 

Mr. BIDDULPH enforced the importance of obtaining ſatis- 
Gory information with reſpe to an object which intereſted no 
ls than fifteen millions of people. Several new codes of criminal 
in had lately been brought forward, in all of which the ſeverity of 
mer enactments had been conſiderably mitigated. He was de- 
rous to aſcertain whether the ſame mild and equitable ſpirit had 
ken followed in the regulations of this new code of India Judica- 
ue. Since he could not obtain from Minifters an account of the 
Iſtitution, he gave notice that he ſhould to-morrow make a motion. 
hat there be laid upon the table coppies of the correſpondence be- 
een the Governor-General of Bengal, and the Board of Control, 
lative to the new Courts of India Judicature, previous to ſuch 
vurts being inſtituted, 


Thurſday, 22d December. 


GEORGE TIERNEY, Eſq. took the oath and his ſeat for 
de borough of Southwark. 
t. NICHOLLS gave notice, that early after the holidays he 
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wud move for Jeaye to bring in a bill to prevent perſons votir g 
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at elections of Members to ſerve in Papliament, by virtue cf 0 
five and fictitious transfers for burgage tenures, &e. 

Mr. BIDDULPH faid, he was about to proceed to male fh 
motion of which he gave notice yeſterdav—for the production a 
fome papers relative to the eſtabliſhment of Courts of Judicature j 
India. This he conceived to be matter of general concern, fur 
thought that the mode of adminiſtering juſtice under the authority 
this country in all parts of the globe, ought to be fully known an 
ſubmitted to the approbation of that Houſe, The motion, whid 
he held in his hand, was calculated for that object, and he ſhoul 
be under the neceſſity of perſiſting in making it, unleſs the informa 
tion which he ſhould reccive from the Sceretary of State, now in ti 
Houſe, ſhould anſwer the purpoſe which he had in view of the ſub 
ject before the Houſe. He underſtood that there were at preſent i pris 
India Courts of Criminal Juſtice under the authority of our God tho 
vernment, and where the Judges preſided. He underſtood that inffſMtould 
India the criminal laws had been made milder than they were key n 
merly, and that in many caſes the puniſhment of death was not iN Ind 
flicted for crimes which had been forbidden under that penalty i eat x 
former caſes. If the matter was fo, he thought the Houſe c amen 
not do better than to conſider what had been the eſſect of ſuciiMprattic 
mildneſs ; and if they found that the morals of the people wereifſeiuled 
better in conſequence of the alteration, they ought, in policy, ly e. 
well as humanity, to make that mildneſs a general ſyſtem in pers 
part of the globe; inſtead of containing the old and baader hit 
rious ſyſtem of inflicting death for crimes which could be be be 
ter prevented without it. With a view of bringing impor leide 
tant imformation before the Houſe upon a ſubject fo intereſi imat 
and, perhaps, hereafter of ſuggeſting ſome regulations, he (houdgWiith t 
move, | | Gum 

« That there be laid before this Houſe, copies, or extras, ene 
the orders of the Court of Directors of the Eaſt- India Compan 
to the Governor-general and Council of Fort William, for eſtabliſh 
ing new Courts of Criminal Juſtice in the provinces of Bengughiand b. 
Bahar, and Oriſſa, and of the Directions that have been given i 
the proceedings of the ſaid Courts.” | 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS ſaid, that the honourable gentlemalvere t 
who introduced this motion, alluded to the ſubject on a forme 
night; he had obſcrved, that the Houſe of Commons could u. 
be ſo well employed as in forming a code of criminal laws 
India. If he had any idea of that kind in his mind, he mult d 
ſexve to him, that of all the ſubjects on which that Houle could Men 
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enployed, the moſt pernicious on which they could exerciſe their 
wthority would be that of forming a code of criminal juriſdiction 
wer our territories in India. The whole of the Executive Go- 
remment there was ſubject to a Board of Control, which Board was 
bject again to Parliament, and if any thing Improper was done, 
parliament would of courſe exerciſe its authority. But he muſt 
eter is ſolemn proteſt againſt Parliament takiag up the matter, 
und forming all at once a code of criminal laws for that diſtant 
duntry. If the Houſe could be raſh enough to enter upon ſuch 
afheme, he would venture to ſay they would ſoon find themſelves 
main labyrinth, out of which it would be difficult, if not impoſſible, 
for them to extricate themſelves. Codes of laws for a whole peo- 
ple were not to be formed at once from notions of dry and abſtract 
propriety ; they ſhould be adapted to the feelings and the prejudices 
& thoſe on whom they were deſigned to operate; and it the Houſe 
dat I ould take ſuch a matter into their diſcuſſion without great caution, 
hey might perplex, entangle, and perhaps deſtroy the Government 
df India. The honourable gentleman, although he might have 
geat general knowledge, was however but a young Member of Par- 
cou ament. He ſhould be given to underſtand, that it was not a 
pactice of the Houſe to grant any papers which any Member 
e werefWſebuled to call for, merely becauſe he chuſed it; the Houſe gene- 
cy, ay expected ſome ground to be ſtated for the propriety of granting 
ve, before they granted them. It would therefore be ſufficient 
bade er him in reſiſting this motion, to inſiſt that no ground had been 
e de before the Houſe to ſhew the neceſſity of granting theſe papers. 
Beſides this objection, there was another which the honourable gen- 
ſting leman had, perhaps, overlooked ; it might be impoſſible to comply 
ſodaeith this motion. All thoſe who had occafion to. peruſe India 
@cuments muſt be convinced that they do not write in a very la- 
Qs, nic ſtyle. The whole of the correſpondence which the honour- 
pa dle gentleman aſked for might be ſo voluminous as to employ for 
along time all the clecks of the India Company to copy them; 
Bergin here again the expence of the meaſure offered itſelf to view, and 
Wat he would venture to ſay would not be a mere trifle. The 
Company muft maintain double their preſent eſtabliſhment, if they 
ere to furniſh ſuch a body of writing for any other than the moſt 
forme uſeful purpoſes. 
He admitted, that material changes had taken place in the admi- 
ſtration of juſtice in India, under the government of the Marquis 
Wallis, 1790, and 1792. Formerly, the collectors of the 
Venue were the judges in all queſtions of revenue ; the Marquis 
_ had ſeparated the charaRer of Judge from that of party. 
L. I. 3 U 
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In the criminal code, he had relieved the country from the qm * 
ſion of ſome prejudices which had continued longer than in ee 
parts of the world. He had put an end to aſſaſſination, hy vii..." 
liſning pecuniary compenſation for murder—a practice whicl Hure 
exiſted in all COUNtTICS under the feudal ſyſtem, and even till ah what 
period in our own. IIe had made no change in the fundament India 
laws of India, but put their execution on grounds better ſuited t know) 
the principles of the people and to the religion of the place. \/ P41 
Dundas ſaid, that he had often wiſhed the Houſe to be nol... | 
minutely acquainted with the good conduct of the noble Marque: 
this particular; and, if the honourable gentleman would within b the 
his motion, he gave his honour to bring forward another that ſho! 173 
anſwer the purpoſe of laying before the Houſe ſuch intormaiion Mie 
they could want on the ſubject. : Pon: 
Mr. PIDDULPH replied, he had no objection to within a 
his motion, upon the promiſe of Mr. Dundas to bring the se 
forward. He ſhould not have brought it forward, if he lad care 
| thought the alterations had been weakly and wiekedly adopted. * 
Mr. Chancellor PIT T thought, that as the honourable gffbe 5 
man had founded his motion upon the weakneſs or wickednels( Peng; 
the mcaſurcs which had bcen purſued, his motion ovght to be ral 114 i; 
in order that, from the nature of it, the Houſe might judge ue E 
far his diligence and inveſtigation of the ſubject juſtified his ue: 
thoſe words. and y 
Mr. EIDDULPH explained. 1 enfor, 
Mr. Scerctar: DUNDAS ſaid, that the words neither apf 10 0 
to the Board of Control nor to the Directors of the Eaft-11 he br 
Company, but to the acts of Parliament relative to India. quire 
Sir CHARLES ROUSE BOUGHTON thought it ws 1 ad 
cumbent upon him to offer a few ſhort obſervations, ba dan 
he had, in a former Parliament, taken an aCive part in mea ill bid | 
immediately connected with the motion now before the Hou hie! 
The manner in which the honourable Member had made and WW whot 
plained his motion, tended to excite apprehenſions and alarn, Vl and t 
in the Houſe, and amongſt the public, that there was a ſnameful vin 
priciouſneſs and verſatility in the eonduct of this country towards! a lay 
inhabitants of our India poſſeſſions, and that the ſyſtem of cri teur, 
law were made and changed at pleaſure, which he believed w on 
foreign from the truth. After noticing in a way that ſeemed about 
make much impreſſion upon the Houſe, the wide diſtinction vast 
tween a legiſlative arrangement, as incident to every g9%7 80 
country, and a poſitive code of law, which was the term repeate ſtep. 


uſed and infiſted upon by Mr. Biddulph ; he faid, he would vt 
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re to aſſert, bevond the poſſibility of contradiction, that the Britiſh 
tion had, in no period of its poſſeſſion, ever forted a code of 
Ls for the people of India: and in regard to the criminal Jaw, 
nien was the particular ſabject of the preſent charge, we had been 
more eſpecially cautious in interfering in it. He did not know 
wat knowledge the honourable gentleman may nave brought from 
India, if he has been there; but he certainly had not acquired the 
knowledge to be gained at nome from a perafal of the proceedings 


3 
p . 2 * 5 % . 1 * ö 20 
of Parliament - which would demonitrate, that neither the Legiſla- 


— 


tre itſelf, nor any local autiority had ever ventured to tamper 
zih the criminal juriſprudenee of India. Firſt, he begged to refer 
b p the reports of the Committee of Seereſy, printed in the year 
a- z, in al! which there was a great variety of valuable matter, 
way bit to thoſe more particularly which related to the judicature of 

penal; and there would be found a ninute deſcription of the 
How 3 y ' . * oh . . 
nel ſvcral officers, employed 1n expounuing and adzudging the penal 
"RE . 8 


00088 ls of the country, ſuch as they were eſtabliſned under the Mogul 
ad Corcrament, and continued under ours, but no mention of any 
new penal code. This was in 1772 and 3. From that period 
be paiſed to the year 1781, when the adminiſtration of juſtice in 
Bengal was ſpecially brought under the cognizance of Parliament: 
andit might be remembered, that he was then oneof the firſt to alarm 
the Houſe, by ſtating to them the vexations Which had arifen to 


tie natives of India from an infringement of their ancient laws 
ad uſages, by an extcnlion of the criminal proceſs of England, as 
enforecd over them by the Judges of His Majcity 's Supreme Court. 
To the very ample diſeuſſion of that ſubject, which then took place, 
le brought, for his own part, all the local knowledge he had ac- 
Quired in India, all he could derive from a careful ſtudy of books, 


appli 
ſt-Ind 


a and all tlie aſſiſtance he could obtain from men more enlightened 
bea than himfelf. The inquiry was purſued, a laborious report was 
nealu 


hid before Parliament, generally called the Judicature Report, in 
which the funStionaries of the Mahomedan law are again deſcribed, 
whole perſons had lately been diſgraced, and juriſdiction deſtroyed: 
and the final reſult of the whole proceeding was, that Parliament, 
vith all that information before them, wiſely, in his opinion, paſſed 
{law to reſtrain the powers aſſumed by His Majeſty's Judges, and 
keure to the natives the undiſturbed enjoyment and exerciſe of their 
on laws, uſages, and religion. There was not even a queſtion 
about modelling or altering their laws. The deſign of all parties 
vas to protect them from infringement. | 

So far as to the authority of Parliament. But he would go a 
ſep farther, and remark, how far this principle had been followed 
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up by the Board of Controul, under whom he had the honor of 
holding for many years a very reſpectable ſituation, (Chief See. 
tary,) and therefore knew the meaſures they had purſued. Wha 
that Board framed their plans for the future government of our ter. 
ritorial poſſeſſions in India, they directed their views to all the 
official details, to the eſtabliſhment of a fair revenue, to the mode d 
collecting it, to the freedom of commerce, to the general eaſe d 
the people, the ſecurity of property and inheritance, and equal pre. 
motion of juſtice. But they never touched upon the criminal hu 
of the conntry. They left it as they found it. They did more; 
they declared expreſsly againſt a violation of it. So that in even 
period, although the adminiſtrative regulations may have varied, 
the body of the law his remained the ſame. 

He did not mean, however, to prevent the production of the 
papers called for, nor to reſtrain in any degree the general and con. 
Kant ſuperintendance of Parliament over the affairs of India. Far 
from it: he conſidered that as the beſt preſervative of our poſſe. 
fions. But he could never think Parliament would do well in em- 
ploying its time, as has been ſuggeſted, to form a code of laws for 
India. They were incompetent to ſuch an undertaking ; inſtead 
of advancing the purpoſes of juſtice, it would cauſe much difſcon- 
tent and oppreſſion: it would lead into a labyrinth, where the 
Houſe, and the public too, would be bewildered : and, moſt of all 
a code of criminal law. He thought the Houſe would deſerve the 
imputation of “ weakneſs and wickedneſs,” and abſurdity, if they 
attempted it. He wiſhed to ſpeak with all due deference to the 
wiſdom of the Houſe, and begged their excuſe for having ſaid ſo 
much; to which he had been led by a defire to vindicate the public 
character as to what is paſt, and to guard the Houſe from the 
hazard of doing much miſchicf by an overſtrained ſolicitation t9 
do gocd. 

Mr. NICHOLLS withed that the motion ſhould be with- 
drawn. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT aid, that, unleſs the aſſertions, which 
had been made by the hononrable mover in the courſe of the debate, 
could alſo be withdrawn, he ſhould inſiſt on the motion being pub 
it order to its receiving the negative of the Houſe. 

The motion was put and negatived—and | 

Mr. BIDDULPH gave notice he would, early after the hol. 
days, bring forward a motion to the ſame effect as this, although 
different in form. 


Mr. HOBART brought up the report of the Commuttec 0 
Supply. 2 = 
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The reſolutions were all read and agreed to. 
Mr. HOBART then brought up the report of the bill to pro- 
Vhen A vide for the better payment of navy and victualling bills. 
7 ter. The amendments being read, 
| the Mr. HUSSEY faid, that his idea was that articles for which 
de of AM theſe bills were to be given ſhould, if poſſible, be paid for in ready 
aſe A money. But if that could not be done, the beſt way would be to 
pro. uke care that theſe bills ſhould not go for more than three months 
| 1:n WY in reality. He knew they would be ſo in appearance ; but in 
nor; WW reality they would be otherwiſe. If theſe bills were iſſued imme- 
every lately for the payment of the goods, all would be well : but he de- 
ried, WY fred to know whether diſcretion was not to be given to Miniſters to 
fue bills, not immediately after the purchaſe of the articles for which 
* the WW they were to be given, but at a future time? If ſo, the advantages 
con- ¶ of making them payable in three months after their iſſue would be 
Far WW 2 very vague one. 
offef. Mr, Chancellor PITT reminded him of the explanation which 
em. de had on the preceding night given him. The payment in navy 
s for er tranſport bills was made in ſuch a manner, as to ſatisfy the party 
ſtead BMW concerned, and at as early a day as he could, in the courſe of his 
ſcon- WF trade, receive it from others. The object of the bill now before 
the te Houſe was to provide that no paper, of ſo long a date as to be 
fall, Viable to diſcount, ſhould be negociated, and this had no connection 
e the ih the time at which the paper was iſſued, but with the term 
they BW which it had to run. The length of credit depended on the euſ- 
0 the vm of each particular trade. | 
id fo Mr. HUSSEY ſaid, he underſtood the right honourable gentle- 
ublic WW man now upon this ſubject, although he did not underſtand him 
| the on a former occaſion ; and there were many other gentlemen in the 
on to i fame condition at that time, for they did not underitand him. 
This bill had not his conſent, now he underſtood it ; becauſe he was 
wich. perſuaded, that whatever may be the good intentions of the Miniſ- 
ter, they would be defeated in the market. He could not be able 
hich ve buy the articles upon the ſame advantageous terms as if he iſſued 
bate, A the bills immediately payable at three months; inſtead of iſſuing 
put, WH them three months afterwards. 
The amendments were then read and agreed to, and the bill 
vas ordered to be engroſſed, and read a third time to-morrow, if 
holi- then engroſſed. | 
ough Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that he meant to-day to renew a 
motion which he had made in the laſt Parliament, for leave to bring 
e o ma bill for the better Support and Maintenance of the Poor. He 
Ud not intend at preſent to go at length into any explanation of the 


x 
% 
a” , 22 "Boot Wes wr og 3 bu. e 7 ö 
—D 1 x - 2 Ss i - — 
bs. 2 — 2 — = — = 
* 1 4 " — — TY — "_ * ©; we — 4 «.< 
0 wm . 1 1 * FEI | , „ Ag Az\ we — N 1 
— — © ap antt* w — 223 * 2 DES 
— _—_ 4 
2 _ * gy . _ 2 — - ” 
- g * - = — ey 
2 2 
8 \- — * * * — 
Y Y 4 * * 4 4 
* * x 1 


— 


aa . - , ” * 0 — 
2 5 — . 
dis WR es nogt rn -- => = 
[ . — . terre itt ng : 


Ee I Ada CE AED 
1 - . _ « mar = 


— - 


* 

3 |; 
1 2 — * 
* "0: . —_— 4 2 

n 


—B 45 a 


—_— 


r 
* 
* Debs * - 


. 1 * 
* 3 94 


8 * 8 
wo 4 
* 


Ax : 
» #4 

7 

bw 


T4 | | + 
* * Fi 
* 0 "7% 
#39 £88 
. - : he 
3394 FE 
e t 1 
e 
einne 
4 
52 IL ' 
T1 | 
8 1 28 
n 
enn 
en 
1 
4:1; 38028 
137 33:0 
24+ 78 . 
1 os 
$3 1 * 1 G 
e 
1 
1 9 
43 i 
1 1 
ls "Hs 
11 T 
13/3 
8 4 


ry 3 — 
= > oe 
2 
2 SJ” - »% = G 
» row . 
” —_ 
PI > * 
8 
þ A 
34 tt — <> — —— ogg 
* + bs - 8 — — 3 
4 2 


ES" » 
bed — A F. 


. 1 52 
—ů — N * — l 
- „ 


4 —  .-- 


2 — — 
hc eng s, < . 
W . 7 
- P 7 * — 
4 1 4 1 kung F 4 „ 
. - «-- \ 0 edn,» * — — -- ac 4 — — 
— > 0 = 
2 — — —— — — — — vùñę Ʒ 
2 + i "4 — — » KP 2 5 
A — — 2 2 - 


W 


— 


518 PARLIAMENTARY Conne 


bill, except there ſhould be gentlemen who might be defirous in 
the preſent ſtage to be more particularly informed as to the details 
of the meaſure. He would only generally remark, that the bil 
was direcicd to the ſame objects which he had laſt year ſtated, ang 
which had then experienced tlte moſt decided approbaticn of the 
Houſe. The ſubjcR itſelf was fo extenſive, that it could only he 
properly diſcuſſed at a more advanced ſtage, when the whole of 
the details were before the Houſe. At preſent he only propoſed, 
that the bill ſhould be read a firſt and ſecond time, that it might 90 
into a Committee, where the blanks ſhould be filled up, and the bil 
printed before the holidays, in order that during the interval of 
Parliament it might be circulated in the country, and undergo the 
moſt ſerious and mature inveſtigation. He ſhould, thereſore, now 
move, „That leave be given to bring in a bill for the better Sup. 
port and Maintenance of the Poor.” There was no ſubject which 
more deſerved the attention of the Houſe, or which required 1 
more careful and deliberate conſideration. 

Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, he certainly agreed that there was ng 
ſubject which was more deſerving of the attention of the Houſz, 
or which more demanded their moſt diligent and ſerious inveſtiga- 
tion, He hoped, however, that the right honourable gentleman 
would perſevere in maturing his ſyſtem, as he had taken the ſubject 
out of the hands of an honourable friend of his Mr. Whitbread), 
who would have proſecuted it, if not with equal ability, vet with 
equal zeal, and, perhaps, with a greater degree of induſiry. He 
wiſhed that the right honourable gentleman had at leaſt entered 
into a ſhort explanation of the particulars of the plan which he 
now propoſed to bring forward. When he talked of the approba- 
tion given to the objects of the bill, he ought to have recollected 
that ſanction had been given in a former Parliament. He' would, 
however, when the ſubject was brought forward in detail, pay it 
the cloſeſt attention, and he truſted that it would be attended with 
the utmoſt advantage to the claſs of the community for whoſe in- 
tereſts it was profeſſedly brought forward. 

Mr. JOLLIFFE ſaid, that as the ſubject was of infinite 1mpor- 
tance, and required the moſt deliberate inveſtigation, he hoped that 
the bill would not be brought into a Committee, previous to the 
Chriſtmas receſs. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT denied having taken the meaſure out of 
the hands of the honourable gentleman (Mr. Whitbread) ; on the 
contrary, the bill which he now propoſed to be brought in was con- 
trived on a much more enlarged ſcale, which, when put in che- 
cution, would ſuperſede the neceſſity of the other, The honourable 
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rentleman's propoſition was to take ſome ſteps for the relief of the 
labouring poor by regulating the rate of wages; the plan which he 
had in view, if properly exceuted, would render that relief unneceſ- 
ary, He had been reproached with want of in 'uſtry in proſccu- 
ting it. A perſon who had it in his power to devote the whole 
of his attention ſolely to that object, might certainly have made 
greater progreſs in the buſineſs. But he believed it, was very well 
known to ſeveral gentlemen that he had been by no means idle. In 
the interval which had elapſed he had exerted himſelf in circula- 
tinz the heads of the former bill, in conſequence of which he had 
obtained from ſeveral quarters of the country additional informa- 
ton upon the ſubject. It was an object indeed of ſo great mo- 
ment, that he ſhould have been quite aſhamed lad he been conſcious 
of any remiſſneſs in purſuing it. He did not open his plan upon 
the preſent evening becauſe he hoped ſoon to be able to preſent it 
to the Houſe in a much more digeſted ſhape, and becauſe he was 
werſe to add one unneceſſary ſpeech to the many neceſſary ones, 


which from his ſituation he was often obliged to make, and to thoſe 


which the obſcrvations on the other ſide of the Houſe extorted from 
him much againſt his inelination. He wiſhed that the bill ſhould 
be committed before Chriſtmas, and for the very reaſon which the 
bunourable gentleman under the gallery (Mr. Jolliffe) was for de- 
ferring it till after the holidays, namely, that gentlemen might be 
in full poſſeſſion of his plan in detail, and that they might be ena- 
bled to collect additional information upon it during their ſtay in 
the country, fo that the bill might be afterwards recommitted and 
corrected, 

Mr. SHERIDAN reminded the right honourable gentleman 
that the bill which his honourable friend (Mr. Whitbread) moved 
for leave to bring in, referred not to a detached meaſure which he 
had in view, but was a part of an extenſive plan which he then ha 
in agitation, if the Houſe had permitted him to proſecute it. 

Mr. MARTIN expreſſed his fatisfaRion at finding the Chan- 
cllor of the Exchequer in earneſt in the buſineſs, and he had no 
doubt that a plan formed by his great abilities, with the bene- 
volent deſign of granting relief to the labouring poor, would mect 
the unanimous ſupport of the Houſe. 

The report of the amended bill for augmenting the militia was 


taken into farther conſideration, and the different amendments 


wee agreed to by the Houſe, | / 
Mr. Chancellor PIT T brought up a clauſe, providing that no 
perſon who ſhall be balloted for the ſupplemental militia, ſhall 


be liable to ſerve in the regular militia, which was agreed to. 
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Mr. WILBERFORCE brought up a clauſe, providing thy 
the words, I ſwear that I am a Proteſtant,” ſhall be eraſed from 
the form of oath adminiſtered to thoſe who ſhall be balloted 9 
ſerve in the Supplemental Militia. 

Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, that it might eaſily be ſuppoſed that 
he roſe to approve of, not to object, to the clauſe ; he reminded 
the Houſe, however, that he had propoſed it as an amendment ty 
the former bill, and that it was rejected. He did not ſee why the 
honourable gentleman ſhould give his aſſent to any propoſition 
when it came from one fide of the Houſe more than from the 
other. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT replied, that fo far from objecting to 
the amendment becauſe it came from the honourable gentleman 
(Mr. Sheridan) he ſhould have aſſented to it with the greater plez- 
ſure on that account, becauſe he had it ſo ſeldom in his power 
to agree with any good thing coming from that quarter. 

Mr. SHERIDAN roſe, and retorted that the right honourable 
gentleman had certainly forgotten, for if he would recolleſt himſelf 
he would find that he had frequently taken very valuable hint 
from him. 

The clauſe was agreed to, and the bill was ordered to be read a 
third time to-morrow, if then engroſſed. 

A meſſage was reccived from the Lords acquainting the Houſe 
that their Lordſhips had agreed to the loan bill without any 
amendment. | 

Mr. SHERIDAN aſked, whether it was the intention of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer to abandon the duty on inland navi 
gation? He put the*queſtion becauſe the Committee on the bil 


was poſtponed till after Chriſtmas, and he frequently found that i 


long delays of this kind were only a prelude to the total abandon- 
ment of the honourable gentleman's meaſures. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT replied, that he had no intention to 
abandon the meaſure, on the contrary, he thought it a fair ſubject 
for taxation, and he was convinced that the more it was conſidered 
the leſs it would be objected to. 

The report of the Committee on the amended Cavalry Bill was 
taken into farther conſideration, and the different amendments 
agreed to by the Houſe. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE brought up a clauſe for amending the 


words of the oath, ſimilar to that which he . upon the for: 


mer bill, which was adopted. 
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In a Committee of Supply, the ſum of 600,0001. in Ex- 
chequer bills was voted for the relief of the merchants and planters 
of Grenada. 
After ſeveral clauſes had been received into the bill for amend- 
ig the Augmentation- militia Act, 
Mr. JOLIFFE, on the queſtion for the third reading, ſaid, that 
the whole tendency of the act thus to be amended, and of the two 
hers lately paſſed, for increaſing the military and naval forces, was 
| unconſtitutional, their effect would be fo oppreſſive, and their % 
geration ſo difficult, that he ſhould, after the receſs, avail himſelf 
of the clauſe which makes the repeal of them practicable during the g 
nan eon, to move that they be abſolutely repealed. | 1 
lea. The bill was then read a third time. 
Wer Mr. Chancellor PITT introduced a claufe into the Cavalry 
pill, permitting perſons who could not immediately obtain ſubſti- 
able WY tutes to ſerve part of their time in their own perſons, and the other \* 
nielf A fart by ſubſtitutes, when they could obtain them; which condition, 1 
ins be obſerved, would prevent perſons from being impoſed upon, as to | \ 
ice, by thoſe willing to become ſubſtitutes. ; 
ad a Mr. Alderman LUSHINGTON wiſhed that the bill ſhould 
not be paſſed till to-morrow, when he meant to propoſe a clauſe to 
louſe WW xmpt Poſtmaſters who let out horſes for hire from the operation 
am ef the bill, becauſe they paid fo heavy taxes already to Co- 
rernment, | 
the Mr. Chancellor PITT replied, that he had no objection to poſt- 
navi- bone the paſſing of the bill, but he was by no means clear that Poſt- 
- bill WJ maſters ſhould be exempted from its operation, conſidering it to be 
that TW fair that it ſhould fall upon thoſe who kept horſes for profit, as 
don- pon thoſe who kept horſes for convenience. 
A number of clauſes were brought up by way of riders to the bill, 
n nd the debate upon the laſt was ad journed till to-morrow, to give 
bject Mr Luſhington an opportunity of preparing his. clauſe. 
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Saturday, 24th December. 


- The bill for regulating the trade to the Cape of Good __ 
ms read a third time and paſſed. 
16 General TARLETON ſaid, that as it was underſtood that the 


oy eels would go beyond the period firſt propoſed, he ſhould move, 

at a motion of his right honourable friend (Mr. Fox), which was 
ind for Monday the 1 3th of F cbruary; ſhould be altered 10 
Monday the 20th. 25 * 


vol. I. | 3 X 


* _ * « 
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Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, he ſhould avail himſelf of this 0h- 
portunity to give notice to the Houſe, that in conſequence of ths 
deciſive manner, in which the negotiation in which His Majeſty 
was engaged had terminated, an cvent which all, no doubt, would 
lament, he believed that it was His Majeſty's intention upon Mon. 
day to ſend down a meſſage, along with ſome very important om. 
munications, upon the ſubject. He could have wiſhed that ther 
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had been a fuller attendance than could now be expected, bur i Mr. 
was impoſſible, from the nature of the caſe, that any earlier ia:ima Wien 
tion of this event could have been made. As it would be in. nent; 
fible for the Houſe to form any judgement upon the intended eum. wunſt 
munication till they had peruſed the documents with which it was oF: fi 
be accompanied, it was his intention that they ſhould be printed, but he 
that gentlemen might be enabled to make themſelves aequinti Thi 
with the ſubject, and as early a day as poſſible ſhould be appointed mer 
for taking the meſſage into conſideration ; and for this purpoſe event 
conceived that Thurſday might be fixed. Although this impctam bing | 
occurrence might poſtpone for a few days the intended adjourn- Mr 
ment, he did not think that it would be neceſſary to give it up d-. ard 
together. Going 
Mr. SHERIDAN faid, that he lamented the manner in which Th 
the negotiation had terminated, as much as any man. He was ſur-WiſWe Cl 
priſed, however, to hear from the right honourable gentleman, that Tt 


there was nothing in this circumſtance to prevent the intended ad: Ned 
| journment. He could not take it entirely for granted, that in tis 
tranſaction no blame was imputable to Miniſters. There might be 
gentlemen in the Houſe who would conceive it their duty to more M 
for an inquiry into cauſes by which the failure of the negotiation vas Mon 
occaſioned. He therefore could not think it right for Parliament u e 
adjourn, as if no ſuch event had taken place. In the preſent thin undut 
attendance, he conceived, that it would be proper to move for a W conſic 
of the Houſe. It would neither be fit nor decent to ſeparate, 2 if WA order 
no ſuch occurrence had happened. He wiſhed that a motion ſhould 
be made for a call of the Houſe, to obtain ſuch an attendance as the 
magnitude of the ſubject required. | 
Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that he had ſtated, merely 3s * 


matter of opinion, founded upon an acquaintance with cirevm- * 
ſtances, of which other gentlemen were not in poſſeſſion, that thete aul 
-was nothing to prevent the intended adjournment. He hoped tt! Jl 
gentlemen would ſuſpend their judgement, and abſtain from taki on 
any ſteps, till the ſubject was laid before them, till they obtain" 
that information that would enable them to judge of the proprietj ® 


any particular mode of acting; tlien they might propoſe ſuch me 
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ſures as they conceived neceſſary. He did not feel that it was 
oper to ſay more at preſent. Gentlemen would decide for them- 
ches, when they had it in their power to examine the circum- 
ances. There was merely a notice, and in itſelf ſometlüng irre- 
lar, that a communication would be made ; and he had been in- 
laced to ſtate ſo much, from a with to give gentlemen as early in- 
formation as poſſible. 

Mr. SHERI DAN ſaid, that it was merely the right honourable 
entleman's opinion, that there was nothing to prevent the adjourn- 
nent ; for his part, he conceived that there muſt be ſtrong reaſons 
giinſt ſuch a meaſure, and why Parliament ſhould not ſeparate. 
lle ftill was of opinion that a call of the Houſe ought to take place; 
but he ſhould wave any motion on the ſubject till Monday. 

The bill for prolonging the period for the payment of the in- 
fulments, on the ſums advanced to the merchants of Grenada, 
rent through a Committee of the whole Houſe, and the Houſe 
bing reſumed, the report was ordered to be received on Monday. 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, that in conſequence of what he had 
bend from the Chancellor of the Exchequer, he ſhould forbear 
wing any thing relative to the call of the Houſe till Thurſday. 

The amended Cavalry Bill, with certain clauſes, brought up by 
tte Chancellor of the Exchequer, was paſſed. ' 


The amended County Quota Bill was read a third time and 
paſſed, 


Monday, 26th December. 


Mr. W. DUNDAS preſented a petition from Mr. Alexander 
Morris, ſtating, that for his neglecting to obey a ſummons from 
the Committee to try the merits of a petition, complaining of an 
ndue election for the borough of Southwark, he had been for a 
nfiderable time confined in His Majeſty's jail of Newgate, by 
der of that Houſe. He expreſſed his contrition for the offence he 
lad committed ; and after repreſenting that the expences already 
neurred by him in this affair were more than his deranged circum- 
ſances could afford, he prayed for ſuch relief as the clemency of the 
Houſe might think proper to exerciſe in his behalf. 

Mr. W. Dundas then moved, that the ſaid Alexander Morris 


pole of being diſcharged. - It was, he thought, unneceſſary for him 
10 take up the time of the Houſe in recommending it to accede to his 
Motion, It appeared by the petition jutt laid on the table, that 
"Eander Morris was ſenſible of his error, and threw himfelf upon 
be mercy of the Houſe, 
3A 2 


ould be called to the bar of the Houſe to-morrow, for the pur- 


As he had thus confeſſed his offence, and 
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ſubmitted to the Houſe, he therefore hoped the Houſe would conſent 
to reſtore him to his liberty. 

Mr. GREY faid, he ſhould not oppoſe the motion. He truſted 
the meaſures which had been adopted by the Houſe with refpc& ij 
Morris, would be attended with a proper effect upon others 0 
ſimilar occafions. He alluded to his having, on a former night 
moved for the attendance of other perſons at the bar, whom he ha 
Rated to be the inſtigators of Morris. He, however, thought tha 
the puniſhment inflicted on Morris would ſo ſtrongly mark the de. 
termination of the Houſe to enforce the attendance of witneſſes 
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before their Committees, and to puniſh thoſe who refuſed to attend, Mr. 
that no perſon would in future be found hardy enough to repeat the irt inf 
offence , for this reaſon he conſented ro the motion. the ſub 
The queſtion was then put and carried, and the Speaker ordere It was © 

to iſſue his warrant accordingly. neceſſa 
Mr. Secretary DUNDAS delivered a meſſage from His Ma- hid be 
jeſty, of which the following is a copy: It had, 
to preſe 

GEORGE R. before 

It is with the ulmiſt concern that His Majeſty arquaints the Hiſt leh in 

of Commons, that his earneſt endeavours to fut the reſtoratian if peace duſon 
have been unbappily fruſtrated, and that the neg:tiation in which hewn moved, 
engaged has been abruptly braten 5ff, by the peremptory refuſal if tit tion on 
French Government to treat—except upin a bofis evidently inadmiſſible Mr. 
-an by their having in canſeguence required His Muyjejty's Plenifi His M 
tentiary to quit Paris within forty eight hours, E a not 
« His Majeſty has directed the feveral memirials and papers which luch, 
have been exchanged in the courſe of the late diſcuſſion, and the accu ee 
tranſmitted ts His Majefty \of its final reſult, t be laid before {it t [arg 
Houſe. Quence 
From the papers His Majeſty truſts it will be proved to the whit elfary 
world, that his conduft has been guided by a fincere defire ta affect f fle wa 
reſtoration of peace — en principles ſuited to the relative fituatiin of the the me 
Belligerent powers —and eſſential for the permanent intereſts if Mad, h 
kingdims, and the general ſecurity of Euripe—whilft his enemies hat * a 
advanced pretenſims at once inconſiſtent with thiſe alljecls, unſufpm _ 
even on the grounds on which they were profeſſed to reſt, and repugnui nber 
both to the ſyſtem eſtabliſhed by repeated treaties, and to the principle du * 4 
practice which have hitherto regulated the intercuurſe of tedependen alia 
nations. | . meceſſy 
In this ſituatian His Majeſiy has the conſolation of reflefting, thi _ 
the continuance of the calamities of war can be imputed only ts the un = 


Juft and exorbitant views of his enemies; and His Mag uli 
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wird, with anxiety, is the moment when they may he diſpoſed to 
if m different principles, places, in the mean lime, the fulleſt reliance, 
fer the protection of Providence, an the wiſdom and firnneſs of his 
Prrliament, an the tried valour of his forces by ſea and land, and on the 
wa, public ſpirit, and reſources of his kingdom, for vigerous and effec< 
nal ſupport, in the pr:ſecution of a conteſt which it dies not depend on 


2) RY Hs Majofty te terminate, and which involves in it the ſecurity and 
t emmanent intereſis of this country, and of Europe. 
de- G. R. 


Mr. Secretary DUN DAS obſerved, that when the Houſe was 
irt informed of the intention of His Majeſty to ſend a meſſage on 
the ſubject of the failure of the negotiation for peace with France, 
it was at the ſame time intimated that certain papers and documents 
xeffary for the more clear elucidation of the ſubject, ſhould be 
kid before the Houſe at the ſamę time the meſſage was delivered. 
| had, however, on farther conſideration, been thought more proper 
v preſent thoſe papers to-morrow ; they would, therefore, be laid 
tefore the Houſe to-morrow, and he had no doubt would furniſh 
uch information as would enable the Houſe to form a deciſive con- 


0 


Yeare 


Was 


duſion as to the cauſes of the failure of the negotiation. He then 
moved, that His Majeſty's meflage ſhould be taken into confidera- 


* 41, on Thurſday next. 
Vil Mr. GREY obſerved, that the information communicated by 
ns tis Majeſty's meſſage, was of a nature truly ſerious : he, however, 
ud not mean at preſent to anticipate the diſcuſſion of an event, 
ich, however, individually, he might have been led to expect, 
+! certainly an event unlocked for, and unexpected by the nation 
e * large : the diſcuſſion of an event big with ſuch alarming conſe- 
quences, he could entertain no defire to anticipate, until every ne- 
0 *fary information was laid before the Houſe ; his inducement to 
Jede was, the right honourable Secretary's having propoſed to take 
f th tte meſſage into confideration ſo early as Thurſday. Mr. Grey 


nid, he wiſhed to ſuggeſt, whether as the communication had been 
made at a time when it was ſo little expected, and when ſo many 


Members were abſent, it would not be more prudent to allow ſome 


aher time before it was taken into conſideration, than merely 
until Thurſday next. He feit indubitably, that every Member of 
Parliament ought at all times to be attending to his duty, but the 
ſeceſſity of relaxation, particularly at this ſeaſon of the year, had 
alled a number of gentlemen into the country, who would certainly 
Wt have abſented themſelves, had they not conceived, that the 


Ut of affairs relative to the negotiation by no means threatened 
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4 were printed, and read, as the honourable gentleman withed, 
+ cireumſtances would have retarded the deſired information; 
eu it would have retarded the printing; whereas by the mode 
which Miniſters had adopted, the papers would be put into the 
wands of the Members to-morrow. It did not occur to him that 
dere was any neceſſity for the preſent amendment; the confidera- 
im of the whole meſſage might ſtand for Thurſday. If the ho- 
wurable gentleman, after peruſing all the papers, ſhould be of 
finion on "Thurſday, that farther time was neceflary to confider 
e meſſage, he might propoſe merely to thank His Majeſty for his 
meious communication, and move to deter the conſideration of it 
pany future day to which the Houſe would affent, if it thought 
elf imperfectly informed upon the matter; for his own part, he 
of opinion that the information contained in the papers, would 
wear ſo clear and fo ſatisfactory, that the Houſe would not con- 
fler any delay neceflary. But whatever the decifion of the Houſe 
hould ultimately be with reſpect to the conduct His Majeſty's Mi- 
iters had purſued, he wiſhed the deciſion to be given without heſi- 
tion, without pauſe. He was confident the reſult would prove to 
he Houſe, and to all Europe, that the ill ſucceſs of the negotiation 
$ attributable only to the conduct of our enemies. 
Mr. WHITBREAD concurred with Mr. Grey in the propriety 
i delaying the diſcuſſion of the ſubject. He was of opinion the 
lanks of the Houſe might be voted, and time taken to conſider 
e ſubjeRt in general. He differed from the right honourable Se- 
ktary as to the propriety of coming to a deciſion without pauſe or 
citation; he thought it was highly improper, when ſo many Mem- 
kts were in the country, to come to a decifion on a ſubject, the 
hoſt important that could occupy the attention of the Commons of 
rat Britain. He, therefore, recommended to the Houſe to agree 
e amendment. 
Mr. GREY ſaid, he did not wiſh to put any unneceſſary diffi- 
ty in the way as to expreſſing the thanks of the Houſe to His 
zeſty, If it wete convenient, inſtead of waiting till Thurſday, 
e had no objection to the Houſe voting thanks to His Majeſty im- 
Wittely, He underſtood that His Majeſty's meſſage referred to 
Main papers, from which the Houſe was to form an opinion re- 
Ave to the ſubject of the negotiation, and was to be called on 
Lhurſday next to deliver that opinion, -although the papers were 
Tt be laid before the Houſe till to-morrow. It was on that point 
ated the neceſſity of ſome delay, and not with regard to the pro- 
Ky of delaying the vote of thanks to His Majeſty. He agreed 
a the right honourable Sectetary, that when the Houfe Was to 
1 6 
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Dec 
come to a deciſion upon an important ſubject, diſpatch, reſoluti 

and determination, were good things; but he, at the ſame te Welt 
thought that, with regard to a meaſure on which the lives He 
many millions and fo much treaſure depended, caution and el M 
berate diſcuſſion were much more material. | un 
Mr. NICHOLLS ſaw no reaſon why the amendment ſhoul _ 
not be adopted, nor did he ſee any thing that could be more t 
ſpectful to his Majeſty than deliberation. kling 
The queſtion was then put, and the amendment was negatived dolle 
and the original. motion put and carried. j — 
nr 
Thurſday, 27th December. une! 
5 ortur 

The order of the day for Alexander Morris to be brought t M 
the bar, in order to be diſcharged, being moved, he was ordered H 
be brought to the bar. tated, 
Alexander Morris being accordingly brought to the bar, en 
Speaker addreſſed him as follows: =o 
% Alexander Morris, able 11 

« You are now brought to the bar of this Houſe, by virtue "m4 
de an order made in conſcquence of your petition, expreſſing yo ae (0 
« contrition for the offence of which you have been guilty: M 
c offence involving in it a breach of the privileges of this Houſe 4, 
« and aggravated by the conſideration that it tended to obſtruyhil'” $ 
e and embarraſs the proceedings, and to defeat the purpoſes of pub x Ho 
« lic juſtice. The meaſures which a juſt regard for their own dy * e 
c nity has induced the Houſe to adopt upon the preſent occal L at 
ec cannot fail to have convinced you and others, if others the Wh ; 
« are to whom ſuch an admonition could be wanting, that i | lt : 
« Houſe is poſſeſſed of ample and effectual means of enforci 4 s 
te obedience to its orders, or of puniſhing thoſe who may preſun} E * 
te tuouſly endeavour to elude or to reſiſt them. Having, int - 
« puniſhment which has been already inflicted upon you by 0 * 5 
« juſtice of the Houſe, felt the weight of that authority, wil 4 < 
. mmu 
e you raſhly ventured to diſregard, you are now to experience the * 

« lenity in the effect which they have been pleaſed to give to J 3 
« petition, by their determination that your puniſhment ſhoul on 
« ceaſe. It is, therefore, my duty, in obedience to the comman 4 4 
« of the Houſe, to communicate to you their reſolution, that * : 
4 be diſcharged out of cuſtody, and you are diſcharged, Pi *. 3 
« your fees.” | non . 
The buſineſs relative to Morris being finiſhed, : "iy 
Mr. Canning brought up the declaration of His Majeſty, u lh ch. 


Ver 
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Weſtminſter, Sept. 27, 1796, which upon the motion of Mr. 
Grey was read and ordered to lie on the table, 

Mr. CANNING faid, that with the utmoſt diligence which 
ould be employed it had been found impoſſible to have the papers 
weed with His Majeſty's metſ:ze ready to be laid before the 
Houſe till to-morrow ; he therefore roſe to move that the order for 
king His Majeſty's meſſage into conſideration on Thurſday, 
ſhould be read, in order to its being diicharged and renewed for 
Fncday, 

Mr. GREY fd, that he had repeatedly 1-+2ed the requeſt for 
be interval of delay, in order that the Houſe ſhould have an op- 
rtinity of coming to a deciſion upon a matter of fo much impor- 
unde, after the moſt mature deliberation. After the confident 
mnner in Which it had yeſterday, and on a previous occaſion, been 
ned, that the papers necefiary to enable gentlemen to form their 
pzement would be ready for delivery this day, the Houſe might 
ws entertain ſome doubt whether they would be laid upon the 
dic in time to allow them to prepare for the diſcuſſion. The ho- 
wur ible gentleman had ſtated, that the utmoſt diligence had been 
ud to have theſe papers ready to be laid before the Houſe, but 
wong he did not mean to call in queſtion what the honourable 
pnleman perſonally aſſerted, the declaration in his hand induced 
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vir" to think that they might have been ready ta be laid before 
\ pil be Houſe ſooner, The declaration referred to the papers which 
dee expected, and mutt have been compoſed from the materials 
cab be afforded, and it had been printed this morning; he therefore 
« the ud not help thinking that they might have been printed alſo. 
ut tl In the deelaration the ſteps which had been taken in conjunc- 
once wich the Emperor were referred to, and he begged leave to 
eſumt us the honourable gentleman a queſtion at once for information, 
in eto demonſtrate how neeefary it was to have the papers, and 
by drefic} upon them maturely before they were made the foundation 
| hid i any opinion, He would aſk, therefore, Whether there was any 
ce lei nmunication to be made of documents to prove the circumſtance 
to yol lf the meaſures which had been taken in co-operation with the 
hou mperor, a matter of which at preſent he profefied himſelf utterly 
mmm rant? It might be necefiary therefore to have more informa- 
that zo an it was intended to communicate to the Houſe. Till 


f had the documents upon which it vas founded, and to which 

deferred, it was impoſſible for the Houſe toi come to any reſolution 

2m the declaration. He inſiſted that there ought to be ſome 

deter delay allowed than was at preſent propoſed. He did not 

i that the Houſc ſhould delay to teſtify thcir reſpect for His Ma- 
Vor. 3 5 3 b 
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jeſty, and they might therefore thank him for his moſt gracious con. 
munication ; but when they were called to pronounce a deciſion 
which involved the lives and the happineſs of their fellow ſubject, 


it was decent and proper to require time for deliberation. He EY 
would renew the amendment he had propoſed yeſterday. Though Db 
there might be many gentlemen deſirous of being preſent upon 6 * 
important an occaſion, and whom the ſhortneſs of the period uh 
allowed would diſappoint, he only aſked for two ſhort days, and * 
therefore he did not mean to move for a later day than Monday, Ge 
and when the lives, the intereſt and the happineſs of the people * 
this country were concerned in the determination they were to pro- "0 
nouncc, he hoped the Houſe would not refuſe to grant ſo ſhort 1 won * 
interval for refleQion. * 

Mr. CANNING ſaid as he had ſome ſhare in the mechanical ii. OP 
part of the arrangement and preparation of the papers which wer iy : 
to be produced, it would be improper for him to ſay any thing ye 
more with regard to the diligence which had been employed; the tat & 
papers would ſpeak for themſelves. But he would appeal to th: Chanc 
candour of gentlemen, whether thoſe who had this management * 
might not, upon a firſt view, have been nuſtaken in their eſtimat ar ® 
of the time that would be neceſſary. Ir had been ſuppoſed that Hh 60 
they could have been prepared in time to be laid before the Hou WW, 
to-day, and he was not ſure but they might be ready in an hour, t Y 
it would not have been reſpectful to the Houſe to have kept them might 
upon this ſuppoſition, and it was, therefore, thought proper to pol tougt 
pone the conſideration of the metiage till Friday, toſ allow the fame Mr 
time for refleQion and deliberation. With regard to the contents WW... 
of the papers he could make no anſwer. Had the right honourabe le 
Scerctary of State and Chancellor of the Exchequer, both of when en 
were confined by indiſpoſition, been preſent, they might have beth. 8 
able to anſwer the right honourable gentleman's queſtions. If, hon. ud w 
ever, when the papers were laid before the Houſe, they appeared ventler 
to be incompetent to enable gentlemen to form an opinion, ty, xo 
might then have an opportunity of moving for ſuch other document; on 
as might be deemed proper. As thoſe higher in office, and better. - 
qualified to give the Houſe any information upon the ſubject, were. it 
abſent, he would aſk the honourable gentleman, with that candolr winior 
which was uſually practiſed by one gentleman to another, to deft oper 
any motion till he ſaw the papers, when he might have an oppor Tee 
nity to move for whatever he judged neceſſary. dn Th 

The MASTER of the ROLLS faid that there was the fmetufde 


reaſon to-day for fixing the conſideration of His Majeſty's meſſa 
for Friday, as yeſterday there was for fixing it for Thurſday, ui 
2 | 
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de fame period would be allowed for gentlemen to make up their 
minds. 

Sir W. GEARY thought that there ought to be ſome time al- 
bed for deliberation before the Houſe pronounced a deciſion which 
mas either to raiſe this country to the higheſt rank in the ſcale of 
Lurope, or plunge it into the loweſt ſtate of misfortune. He hoped, 
therefore, that the Houſe would for this purpoſe defer the confider- 
non of the meſſage till Monday. 

General TARLETON contended that ſome additional delay 
wht to be allowed, as it would be impoſſible for the Houſe to be 
ſuficiently ripe for diſcuſſion, and for pronouncing their opinion 
won ſo important a point in the time that was propoſed. 

Lord HAWKESBURY ſaid he was ſurprized at the manner 
n which the honourable gentleman oppoſite had argued. The uſual 
mode was to take the King's meſſage into conſideration upon the 


102] 
vere 


ung ky after it was brought down, and here ſeveral days were given, 
de nt the opinions of gentlemen might be properly formed. The 
112 Chancellor of the Exchequer had faid, when the buſineſs was firſt 
elt i iniimated to the Houſe, that the papers would be ſufficient to bear 
mae WY out any motion of which they might form the foundation, and this 
that tad been confirmed by what had yeſterday fallen from the right 
lou: WE tonourable Secretary of State. This he conſidered at preſent as 
. q al that was neceſſary. If the papers were inadequate, a motion 


might be made for the production of any others that might be 
thought requiſite. 

Mr. GREY ſaid, that he would not take advantage of the ab- 
knee of the right honourable Chancellor of the Exchequer and 
&eretary of State, to preſs the matter any farther, and he lamented 
the cauſe to which their abſence was owing. At the ſame time 
be was not convinced that he was wrong in the requeſt which he 
ad urged. Without meaning to call upon the right honourable 
ntleman to diſcloſe what officially he ought to conceal, he wiſhed 
b know whether there were any papers relative to the ſteps taken 
conjunction with the Emperor of Germany? With reſpe& to 
e uſual practice of taking a meſſage into conſideration the day 
ter it was received, here the Houſe were required to deliver an 
Won, founded upon papers which they had not an opportunity 
Moperly to conſider. 

The order for taking His Majeſty's meſſage into conſideration 
n Thurſday was then diſcharged, and ordered to be taken into 
lderation on Friday. | 
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Wedneſday, 28th December. T 
the 
Mr. WHITBREAD faid, that he had given notice of a motion nt : 
concernirg the practice of treating at elections, grounded on th 3 
proceedings which had taken place at the election for the Boroug | 
of Southwark; but in conſcquence of the decifion of the ſecont N. 
Committee which tried the merits of that election, which nuſt ging 
ſatisfaction to every perſon —he did net wiſh to make any meti T 
that could preſs with ſeverity upon the gentleman againſt wh bo: 
. Wic 
that decifion had gone. He thought proper, however, at th Cant 
time, to give notice that he ſhould, ſhortly after the receſs, make tin 
motion relative to the act he had mentioned. tons 
Mr. CANNING brought up the papers and documents relative , 
to the negotiation between Lord Malmſbury and the Executive Di 4 
rectory of France; which were ordered to lie on the table. ſel 
Mr. GREY obſerved, that in looking over theſe papers he peril * " 
ceived that one was not among them, which was as material a * 
any of the others; namely, the inſtructions that had been give * 
to Lord Malmſbury. faith 
Mr. CANNING could give no other anſwer than that if tli mn 
papers on the table did not contain ſufficient information, gentlemei - 
micht move for any others they ſhould think neceſſary, on T puci 
day next. If 
Goy 
; 5 0 over 
The following are authentic Copies of all the papers relative 1h the that 
galiatian laid on the table F the Hivfe of Commons, and pri L 
for the uſe of the Members : othe 
a co 
No. 1. Nate tranſmitted to M. Barthelemi by Mr. Wickham, March 8, 1790 _ 
pu 
THE underſigned, His Eritannic Majeſty's Miniſter Plenipotentiaꝶ u Cha 
the Swiſs Cantons, is authorized to convey to Monſieur Barthelemi tid mak 
deſire of his Court to he made acquainted, through him, with the dilpo ſity 
fitions of France in regard to the object of a general jy | whit 
therefore requeſts Monfieur Barthelemi to tranſmit to him in writing Rep 
(after having made the neceſſary inquires) his anſwer to the followIlf N 
queſtions: I whi; 
1. Is there the diſpoſition in France to open a negotiation with bl poli 
Majeſty and his allies for the re-eſtabliſhment of a general peace upon ju wil 
and ſuitable terms, by ſending, for that purpoſe, miniſters to a congre to a 
at ſuc place as may hereafter be agreed upon? 5 1 
2. Would there be the diſpoſition to communicate to the underſggs hal 
the general grounds of a pacification, ſuch as France would be willing pub 
ropoſe, in order that His Majeſty and his allies might thereupon exam 
in concert whether they are ſuch as might ſerve as the foundation of a Baſ 
gotiation for peace? a » 
3. Or would there be a deſire to propoſe any other way whatever * 7 


arriving at the ſame end, that of a general paciſication? 
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The underſigned is authorized to receive from Monſieur Parthelemi 


he anſwer to theſe queſtions, and to tranſmit it to his Court; but he is 
not authorized to enter with him into negotiation or diſcuſſion upon theſe 


ſubjects. 


Berne, March 8, 1796. (Signed) W. WICKHAM. 
No. II. Note tranſmitted io Mr. Wickham by M. Barthelemi, March 26, 
1796. | 
THE underfigned, Ambaſſador of the French Republic to the Helvetic 
Body, has tranſmitted to the Executive Directory the note which Mr. 
Wickham, His Britannic Majetty's Miniſter Plenipotentiary to the Swiſs 


Cantons, was pleaſed to convey to him, dated the 8th of March. He has 


it in command to anſwer it by an expoſition of the ſentiments and diſpoſi- 
tons of the Executive Directory, 

The Directory ardently defires to procure for the French Republic a 
jut, honourable, and ſolid peace. The ſtep taken by Mr. Wickham 
would have afforded to the Directory a real ſatisfaction, if the declaration 
elf, which that Miniſter makes, of his not having any order, any power 
to negotiate, did not give room to doubt of the ſincerity of the pacific 
intentions ot his Court, In fact, if it was true, that England began to 
know her real intereſts; that ſhe wiſhed to open again for herſelf the 
ſources of abundance and proſperity ; if ſhe ſought for peace with good 
faith; would ſhe propoſe a congreſs, of which the neceſſary reſult muſt 
be, to render all negotiation endleſs ? Or would ſhe confine herſelf to the 
aſking, in a vague manner, that the French Government ſhould point out 
any other way whatever for attaining the ſame object, that of a general 
pactfication ? : 

s it that this Rep has had no other object than to cÞbtain for the Britiſh 
Government the favourable impreſſion which always accompanies the firſt 
orertures for peace? May it not have been acccmpanied with the hope 
that they would produce no effect ? / 

However that may be, the Executive Directory, whoſe policy has no 
other guides than openneſs and good faith, will follow, in its explanations, 
a conduct which ſhall be wholly conformable to them. Vielding to the 
ardent defire by which it is animated to procure peace for the French Re- 
public, and for all nations, it will not fear to declare itfelf openly. 
Charged by the Conſtitution with the execution of the laws, it cannot 
make or liſten to any propoſal that would be contrary to them. The con- 
ſtitutional act does not permit it to conſent to any alienation of that, 
wich, according to the exiſting laws, conſtitutes the territory of the 
Republic, 

With reſpect to the countries occupied by the French armies, and 
which have not been united to France, they, as well as other intereſts, 
political and commercial, may become the ſubject of a negotiation, which 
wül preſent to the Directory the means of proving how much it defires 
to attain ſpeedily to a happy paciſication. 

The Directory is ready to receive, in this reſpeR, any overtures that 
_—_ juſt, rcaſonable, and compatible with the dignity of the Re- 
public. 


(Signed) BARTHELEMI. 
Baſle, the 61h of Germinal, the 4th 
year of the French Republic, (2616 


of March, 1796.) 
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No. III. Note. 


THE Court of London has received from its Miniſter in Switzerl;ny 
the anſwer made to the queſtions which he had been charged to addreſ; ty 
Monſieur Barthelemi, in ref<ct to the opening of a negotiation for the x. 
eſtabliſhment of general tranquillity, 

This Court has ſeen with regret how far the tone and ſpirit of that 
anſwer, the nature and extent of the demands which it contains, aud 
the manner of announcing them, are remote from any diſpoſition of 

ce. 

Ihe inadmiſſible pretenſion is there avowed, of appropriating to France 
all that the laws actually exiſting there may have comprized under the 
denomination of French territory. To a demand ſuch as this is added an 

reſs declaration, that no propoſal contrary to it will be made, or even 
liſtened to; and this, under the pretence of an internal regulation, the pro- 
viſions of which are wholly foreign to all other nations. 

While theſe diſpoſitions ſhall be perſiſted in, nothing is left for the King 
but to proſecute a war equally juſt and neceſſary. 

Whenever his enemies ſhall manifeſt more pacific ſentiments, His Ma. 
jeſty will at all times be eager to concur in them, by lending himſelf, in 
concert with his allies, to all ſuch meaſures as ſhall be beſt calculated to 
re-eſtabliſh general tranquillity, on conditions juſt, honourable, and per- 
manent, either by the eſtabliſhment of a congreſs, which has been ſo often 
and ſo happily the means of reſtoring peace to Europe; or by a prelimi- 
nary diſcuſſion of the principles which may be pro 10 on either ſide, 2 
a foundation of a general pacification ; or, laſtly, * any impartial exami- 
nation of any other way which may be pointed out to him for arriving at 
the ſame ſalutary end. 

Downing-ftreet, April 10, 1796. 


. No. 1. 
SIR, | Droxwning-flreet, September 6, 1796. 


IN obedience to the orders of the King my maſter, I have the honour 
to tranſmit to you the incloſed note, and to requeſt of you that you wil 
forward it to his Daniſh Majeſty's Miniſter at Paris, to be by him commu- 
nicated to the Executive Directory. 

The ſentiments of your Court are too well known to the King to admit 
of His Majeſty's entertaining any doubt of the ſatisfaction with which his 
Daniſh Majeſty will ſee the intervention of his Miniſters employed on 
ſuch an occaſion, or of the earneſtneſs with which you, Sir, will concur in 
a meaſure that has for its object the re-eſtabliſhment of peace. 

I have the honour to be, 
With the moſt perfe& conſideration, 
Sta, 
Vour moſt humble, and moſt obedient ſervant, 
To the Count Wedel Farlſterg, Qc. GRENVILLE, 


| [ Como, 


No. 2. Note. 


HIS Bri-annic Majeſty, animated with the ſame deſire, which he has 
already wanifeſted, to terminate by juſt, honourable, and permanent con- 
ditions of peace, a war which has extended itſelf throughout all parts 
the world, is willing to omit nothing on his part which may contribute 
to this object. 

It is with this view that he has thought it proper to avail himſelf of 
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the confidential intervention of the Miniſters of a neutral power, to de- 
mnd of the Executive Directory patiports for a perſon of confidence 
hom His Majeſty would ſend to Paris with a commiſſion to diſcuis, with 
de Government there, all the means the moſt proper to produc. ſo defi- 
tle an end. ; 

And His Majeſty is perſuaded that he ſhall receive, without delay, 


Ns, 


hat rough the ſame channel, a ſatisfactory anſwer to this demand, which 
ad engt fail to place in a ſtill clearer light the juſt and pacific diſpoſitions 
0 (hich he entertains in common with his allies. 

T W.tminjter, Sept. 16, 1796. GRENVILLE. 
the No. 3. 

at My LorD, 

* I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency, that the note ad- 


deſſed to the Executive Directory of France, in date of the 6th of the 
reſent month, was tranſmitted by Mr. Koenemann, charge d'affalles of 
ts Daniſh Majeſty, to M. Delacroix, niiniſter for foreign affairs at Paris, 
\ vho promiſed that an anſwer ſhould be returned to it after it has been 
1. ſebmitted to the conſideration of the Government. Three days having 
capſed in expectation of this anſwer, Mr. Koenemann went a ſecond 
time to the Miniſter above mentioned, who gave him to underſtand, that 
Th the Executive Directory had not permitted him to retun an anſwer in 


- niting, but that he was directed to expreſs himſelf verbally to this 
1 : 


* That the Executive Directory of the French Republic would not for 
b " the future receive or anſwer any overtures or confidential papers tranſ- 

* mitted through any intermediate channel from the enemies of the Re- 
public; but that if they would ſend perſons furniſhed with full powers 
* and official papers, theſe might, upon the frontiers, demand the paſſ- 
ports neceſſary for proceeding to Paris.“ 

I have the honour to be, with the moſt perſect reſp:R, 

o My Lord, 

our Your Excellency's moſt humble, 

will And moſt obedient ſervant, 


nu- Ludan, Sept. 23, 1796. (Signed) Comte de WEDEL } ARLSBERG. 


mit No. 4. 
his Six, Paris, Sept. 19, 1796. 
IVS indiſpoſed at my country houſe when your Excellency's cou- 
ner brought me the letters, which your Excellency did me the honour to 
"Ie to me on the 7th inſtant, together with the note of Lord Grenville 
ncloſed therein. I ſet off for Paris on the tollowing day, where, after 
—— an audience of Citizen Delacroix, miniſter for foreign affairs, 
[preſented the note above mentioned, accompanied by another in my 
, 1 name, in which I explained the motives that had induced me to un- 
E. nake a meaſure for which I had no authority from my ecurt. He 
Romiſed to ſubmit the two notes to the inſpection of the government, 
al to return me an anſwer immediately. Having waited for three days 


has thout receiving an anſwer, I went a ſecond time to wait upon the Mi- 
on- a, who, in a very dry tone, informed me, that the Executive Direc- 
of ay had not permitted him to return an anſwer in writing, but that he 


ute 25 irected to expreſs himſelf verbally to this effect: 
at the Executive Directory of the French Republic would not, for 
future, receive or anſwer any confidential overtures or papers tranſ- 
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«« mitted through any intermediate channel from the enemies of the Re. 
*« public ; but that if they would ſend perſons, furniſhed with full poyen 
and official papers, theſe might, upon the frontiers, demand the pall. 
« ports n:ceſſary for procceding to Paris.“ 

Such, Sir, is the reſult of a meaſure which I have taken at vour . 
queſt. I wiſh, for the ſake of humanity, that we may meet with beter 


Dre 


ſucceſs at ſome future period; but I fear that this period is {ll at | T] 
great diſtance. to th 
I have the honour to be, with reſpectful attachment, Fote 

SIR, p 
Your Excellency's moſt humble and 1 
Moſt obedient ſervant, up 
To his Excellency KOENEMANY, Wet 
The Count Wedel Farljeerg, Sc. Yc. Oc. 2 
tween 


No. 5 Nate. 
IN demanding of the Executive DireQory of the French Republic, 


through the intervention of the Miniſters of a neutral power, a paſſport for By 
a confidential perſon to be ſent to Paris, the Court of London accompanied For 
this demand with the expreſs declaration, that this perſon ſhould be com- Corti 
mĩſſioned to diſcuſs with the Government all the means the moſt proper for X 


conducing to the re-eſtabliſhment of peace. 

The King, perſevering in the ſame ſentiments, which he has already ſo by 
unequivccally declared, will not leave to his enemies the ſmalleſt pretext 
for eluding a diſcuſſion, the reſult of which will neceſſarily ferve either 
to produce the happineſs of ſo many nations, or at leaft to render evident 
the views and diſpoſitions of thoſe who oppoſe themſelves to it. the Fr 

It is therefore in purſuance of theſe ſentiments, that the underſigned MiMiore x 
is charged to declare, that as ſoon as the Executive Directory ſhall thiok com 
rt to tranſmit to the underſigned the neceſſary paſſports (of which be, MDchcr 

y this note, renews the demand already made), His Britannic Majeſty 

will ſend to Paris a perſon furniſhed with full powers” and official in- {ty h 
ſtryctions to regotiate with the Executive Directory on the means ef ter- 
minating the preſent war, by a pacification, juſt, honourable, and ſolid, Mh x 
calculated to reſtore repoſe to Europe, and to inſure, fur the time to come, ¶ Nis ne 
the general tranquillity, Mor 

Weſtminſter, Sept. 27, 1799. (Signed) GRENVILLE, ice of 
To the Miniſter for Foreign A Fairs at Paris. 


L0 


No. 6. 

I HAVE the honour to tranſmit to Lord Grenville a copy of the ce. 
cree of the Executive Directory of the French Republic, in anſwer to 
note of the 27th September, 1796, (O. S.) 

He will there ſee a proof of the earneſt deſire of the French Govert- 
ment to profit of the overture that is made to them, in the hope that i 
may lead to peace with the Government of England. 

I have the honour to ſend to him, at the ſame time, the paſiports . 
quired for the Miniſter Plenipotentiary, whom His Britannic Majeity pro- 
poſes to name to treat; and I requeſt Lord Grenville to accept the a 
ance of my perſonal wiſhes for the ſucceſs of this negotiation, as well # 
that of my moſt perfe& conſideration. | 

(Signed) CH. DELACROIM 
Paris, 11”, endemiaire, 5th year of 
the French Republic. 


Dic. 28.] DEBATES. | "59 


N O. 7 
Extract from the Regiſter of the Decrees of the Executive Directory. 


The gth Vendemiaire, gth year of the French Republic, 
One and Indiviſible. 


THE Executive Directory, upon conſideration of the note addreſſed 
t the Miniſter for Foreign Affairs by Lord Grenville, dated Weſtminſter, 
Fotember 24, 1796, withing to give a proof of the deſire which it enter- 
tans to make peace with England, decrees as follows : 

The Miniſter for Foreign Affairs is charged to deliver the neceſſary 
ſports to the Envoy of England, who ſhall be furniſhed with full 


N, vers, not only for preparing and negotiating - the peace between the 
rench Republic and that power, but tor concluding it definitively be- 
tweea them. 
True copy, | 
blic, (Signed) L. M. REWELLIERE LEPEAUX, Prefident. 
rt for By the Executive Directory, 


anied For the Secretary General, (Signed) LE TOURNEUR. 
cob. cenifed true copy, 

erfor The Miniſter for Foreign Affairs, CH. DELACROIX. 
4k By the Miniſter, J. GUIRAUDET, Sec. Gen. 
retext | 

either No. 7“. 


vident 


LORD MALMESBURY, who is appointed by the King to treat with 
tie French Government for a juſt and equitable peace, calculated to re- 


ſigrel ore repoſe to Europe, and to inſure the public tranquillity for the time 
twink Wit come, will have the honour of delivering this letter from me to M. 
ch be, M Celacroix. 

lajeſty The diſtinguiſhed rank and merit of the Miniſter of whom His Ma- 
1al in. et has made choice on this occaſion, makes it unneceſſary for me to ſay 
of ter. ching in his recommendation; at the ſame time that it furniſhes a 


i ſolid, 
Come, 


Iſh proof of the deſire of His Majeſty to contribute to the ſucceſs of 
as negotiation : for which object I entertain the moſt ſanguine wiſhes. 
Monfieur Delacroix will have the goodneſs to accept from me the aſſur- 
ce of my moſt perfect conſideration, 

Wefninfter, Oct. 13, 1796. (Signed) GRENVILLE. 
Po the Minifter for Foreign Affairs, at Paris, 


LLE, 


the de- 


x to his No. 8, 

LORD :JALMESBURY, named by His Britannic Majeſty as his 
g0vert- upotentiary to the French Republic, has the honour to announce, by 
that WWW decretary, to the Miniſter for Foreign Affairs, his arrival at Paris; and 


requeſt of him, at the ſame time, to be ſo good as to appoint the hour 


rts ich he may wait upon him, for the purpoſe of communicating to him 
eſty — object of his — 8 : 
he aflur- 


ans, Oct. 22, 1796. 
the Minifter for Foreign A Fairs. 


well dd 


ROI. SR | 
THE Miniſter for Foreign Aﬀairs learns with ſatisfaQtion the arrival of 
— Plenipotcatiary of His Britannie Majeſty. He will 
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have the honour to receive him to-morrow at eleven o'clock in the morn. T 
ing, or at any later hour that may ſuit him, till two o'clock. He hopes tone 
that Lord Malmeſbury will forgive him for thus limiting the time, on ac. Brita 
count of the nature and the multiplicity of his occupations, peace 
1/ Brumaire, An. 5. Cefn 
(Oct. 22, 1796.) powe 

To Lord Malmeſbury, Miniſter Pleni otentiary nlace 
from His Britannic 1 ajefty to the French farm 
Republic, at Paris, der a 

of thi 

No. 10: Th 


* 


LORD MALMESBURY has the honour to thank the Miniſter fa 
Foreign Affairs for the obliging anſwer which he has juſt »:ceiel 
from him. by 

He accepts with pleaſure the firſt moment propoſed, and will wait upon Th: 
him to-morrow morning, at eleven o'clock preciſely. 

Paris, Oct. 22. ; Th 
To the Minifter for Foreign Affairs. | 


No. 11. 


THE Miniſter for Foreign Affairs has the honour to apprize Lord 

Malmeſbury, Commiſſioner Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majeſty, that 
he has received from the Executive Directory the neceſſary powers for 
negotiating and concluding peace between the Republic and His Ms 
jeſty. 
: To-morrow, if Lord Malmeſbury pleaſes, the reſpective powers ſhall 
be exchanged. The Miniſter for Foreign Affairs will then be ready to 
receive the propoſitions, which Lord Malmeſbury is commiſſioned to make 
to the Republic on the part of His Britannic Majeſty. 

The Miniſter for Foreign Affairs requeſts Lord Malmeſbury to accep! 
the aſſurances of his high conſideration, 8 

2 Brumaire, An. 5. (Signed) CH. DELAC ROI. 

(October 22, 1796.) 
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No. 12. 


LORD MALMESBURY has the honour to preſent his acknowledge 
ments to the Miniſter for Foreign Affairs for the communication which he 
juſt made to him, and he will have the honour to wait upon him to- 
morrow, at the hour which he ſhall have the goodneſs to appoint, to fe, 
ceive the copy of the full powers which he is furniſhed on the part of 
the Executive Directory; and as ſoon as they ſhall have been exchanged, 
he will be ready to commence the negotiation with which he is charged. 

He requeſts the Miniſter for Foreign Affairs to accept the aſſurances o 
his high conſideration. 

Paris, Oct. 23, 1796. (Signed) MALMESBURY. 


lituatio 
ferent 


| No. 13. 
Extra@ from the Regifter of the Decrees of the Executive Diredtoſ. 
2 Brumaire (22 Nov.) 5th year of the French Republi, 
one and indiviſible. 


THE Executive Directory, after having heard the Report of the M. 
mftex for Foreign Affairs, | | 


> bsc. 28. DEBATES. 539 

The citizen Charles Delacroix, Miniſter for Foreign Affairs, is charged 
negotiate with Lord Malmeſbury, Commiſſioner Plenipotentiary of His 
Intannic Majeſty, furniſhed with full powers to prepare and negotiate 
pace between the French Republic and that power, and to conclude it 
&fnitively between them. Ihe Directory gives to the ſaid Miniſter all 
rowers neceſſary for concluding and ſigning the treaty of peace to take 
alace between the Republic and His Britannic Majeſty, He ſhall con- 
{xm himſelf to the inſtructions which ſhall be given him. He ſhall ren- 
er a regular account, from time to time, of the progreſs and of the iſſue 
of the negotiation, 

The preſent decree ſhall not be printed at this time, 
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* A true copy. 
* (Signed) L. R. REVELLIERE LEPEAUX. 
Br the Executive Directory. 
upon The Secretary General, (Signed) LA GARDE. I! 
Copy. — 1 
The Miniſter for Foreign Affairs, (Signed) CH. DELACROIX. | i { 
Br the Miniſter, (L. S.) T. GUIRAUDET, Sec. Gen. 1 
Lord No. 14, Memorial. : i i 
ar HIS Britannic Majeſty defiring, as he has already declared, to con- {1 
* thute, as far as depends on him, to the re-eſtabliſhment of public tran- 


quility, and to enſure, by the means of juſt, honourable, and ſolid con- 
(tions of peace, the future repoſe of Europe; His Majeſty is of opinion, 
bat the belt means of attaining, with all poſſible expedition, that ſalutary 
end, will be to agree, at the beginning of the negoriation, on the general 
pinciple which ſhall ſerve as a baſis to the definitive arrangements, 

The firſt object of negotiations for peace generally relates to the reſti- 
tutzons and ceſſions which the reſpective parties have mutually to de- 
mund in conſequence of the events of the war. 

Great Britain, from the uninterrupted ſucceſs of her naval war, finds 
terſelf in a ſituation to have no reſtitution to demand of France, from 
Faich, on the contrary, ſhe has taken eſtabliſhments and colonies of 
the higheſt importance, and of a value almoſt incalculable. 

But, on the other hand, France has made on the continent of Europe 
Onqueſts to which His Majeſty can be the leſs indifferent, as the moſt 
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im to: portant intereſts of his people, and the moſt ſacred engagements of his 
to e own, are eſſentially implicated therein. 

part o The magnanimity of the King, his inviolable good faith, and his 
ranged, lebre to reſtore repoſe to ſo many nations, induce him to confider this 
ged. tuation of affairs as affording the means of procuring for all the belli- 


inces ol 


URI. 


ſent powers juſt and equitable terms of peace, and ſuch as are cal- 
Wlted to inſure for the time to come the general tranquillity, 

[tis on this footing, then, that he propoſes to negoriate, by offering 
omake compenſation to France, by proportionable reſtiturions, for thole 
nangements to which ſhe will be called upon to conſent, in order to 
Uity the juſt demands of the King's allies, and to preſerve the political 


We lance of Europe.. | 

2 publi . Hering made this firſt overture, His Majeſty will, in the ſequel, ex- 
4 himſelf more particularly on the application of this principle to 

he MW & — objects which may be diſcuſſed between the reſpective 


32 2 
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It is this application which will conſtitute the ſubject of thoſe diſc, 
fions, into which His Majeſty has authoriſed his Miniſter to enter, 3 
ſoon as the principle to be adopted as the general baſis of the negotiaig 
1s known. 

But His Majeſty cannot omit to declare, that if this generous and 


ſity 
rerroce 
pore 
luppo! 
and th 


— — offer ſhould not be accepted, or if unfortunately the diſcuſic demie 
which way enſue ſhould fail to produce the deſired effect, neither thi Net 
general propoſition, nor thoſe more detailed which may reſult from M A ire of 
can be regarded in any caſe as points agreed upon or admitted by Hu nu re 
Majeſty, | Mal 

(Signed) MALMESBURY, power 

| Miniſter Plenipotentiary ſm te it 

Paris, OF. 24, 1796. His Britannic Majeſy, = 

WI 
ſubm1 
No. 15. | _ 
Extract from the Regiſter of the Deliberations of the Executive Dire&t, F 
Paris, 5 Brumaire, gth year of the Republic 
one and indiviſible. By 

THE Executive Directory orders the Miniſter for Foreign Aﬀairs to 
make the following anſwer to Lord Malmeſbury. T. 

The Executive Directory ſees with pain, that at the moment when it 
had reaſon to hope for the ſpeedy return of peace between the French By 
Republic and His Britannic Majeſty, the propoſal of Lord Malmeſbury 
offers nothing but dilatory or very diſtant means of bringing the negoti- 
tion to a concluſion, 

The Directory obſerve, that if Lord Malmeſbury would hare agreed TE 
to treat ſeparately, as he was formerly authorized by the tenour of his the E 
credentials, the negotiations might have been conſiderably abridged; 45 an 
that the neceſſity of balancing with the intereſts of the two powers thole W 
of the allies of Great Britain, multiplies the combinations, increaſes the une. 
difficulties, tends to the formation of a congreſs, the forms of which it des i 
is known are always tardy, and requires the acceſſion of powers which WW profe 
hitherto have diſplayed no. deſire of accommodation, and have not given WW pcm 
to Lord Malmeſbury himſelf, according to his own declaration, any Wi bere 
power to ſtipulate for them. : bl 
Thus, without prejudging the intentions of Lord Malmeſbury, witi- WW tie | 
out drawing any concluſion from the circumſtance of his declaration not WI | ne 
appearing to accord with his credentials, without ſuppoſing that he has recip 
received any ſecret inſtructions which would deſtroy the effect of his o- if 
tenſible powers, without pretending, in ſhort, to aſſert that the Britiſh T 
government have had a double object in view—to prevent, by general droy 
propoſitions, the partial propoſitions of other powers, and to obtain fron WW ley 
the people of England the means of continuing the war, by throwing foun 
upon the Republic the odium of a delay, occafioned by themſelves; the H 
Executive Directory cannot but perceive that the propoſition of auth, 
Malmeſbury is nothing more than a renewal, under more amicable forms — 
of the propoſitions made laſt year by Mr. Wickham, and that it preſent 3 
but a diſtant hope of peace. | | ;nciple % 

The Executive Directory farther obſerve, with regard to the pfinci wi; 


of retroceſſions advanced y Lord Malmeſbury, that ſuch a pry 
preſented in a vague and iſolated manner, cannot ſerve as the * 5 
negotiation ; that the firſt points of conſideration are, the common . 
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ſity of a juſt and ſolid peace, the political equilibrium which abſolute 


liſcuſ, 

en MW recoceſſions might deſtroy, and then the means which the belligerent 

lation ers might poſſeſs - the one to retain conqueſts at a time when it was 
ſopported by a great number of allies, now detached from the coalition; 

1nd the other, to recover them at a time when thoſe who were at firſt its 

ons gemies have, almoſt all, become either its allies, or at leaſt neuter, 

r thi Nevertheleſs, the Executive Directory, animated with an ardent de- 

om it fre of putting a ſtop to the ſcourge of war, and to prove that they will 


not reject any means of reconciliation, declare, that as ſoon as Lord 
Malmeſbury ſhall exhibit to the Miniſter for Foreign Affairs ſufficient 
powers from the allies of Great Britain for ſtipulating for their reſpec- 
axe intereſis, accompanied by a promiſe on their yu to ſubſcribe to 
whatever ſhall be concluded in their names, the Executive Directory 
jill haſten to give an anſwer to the ſpecific propoſitions which ſhall be 
ſubmitted to them, and that the difficulties ſhall be removed, as far as 
may be conſiſtent with the ſafety and dignity of the French Republic, 


A true copy. 
(Signed) L M. REVELLIERE LEPEAUX, Pref. 


By the Executive Directory. 
(Signed) LA GARDE, Sec. Gen. 


ory, 
public, 


in u A true copy. 
ben i The Miniſter for Foreign Affairs, CH. DELACROIS, 
rench By the Miniſter, The Secretary General, J. GUIRAUDET. 


hs No. 16. Note. 

reed THE underſigned has not failed to tranſmit to his court the anſwer of 
of bis WY de Executive Directory to the propoſals which he was charged to make, 
Iged; vm opening to a pacific negotiation. 

thoſe With regard to the offenſive and injurious inſinuations which are con- 
s the BW taned in that paper, and which are only calculated to throw new obſta- 
ich it WW cles in the way of the accommodation which the French Government 
rhich profeſſes to defire, the King has deemed it far beneath his dignity to 


— an anſwer to be made to them on his part in any manner what- 
dever. : | 


The progreſs and the reſult of the negotiation will ſufficiently prove 


with- the principles by which it will have been directed on each fide ; and it 
In not i neither by revolting reproaches wholly deſtitute of foundation, nor by 
ie has reciprocal invective, that a ſincere wiſh to accompliſh the great work of 
is of- cation ean be evinced. 

ritſh The underfizned paſſes, therefore, to the firſt object of difcuſſion 
neral drought forward in the anſwer of the Executive Directory ;—thas of a 
from parate negotiation, to which it has been ſuppoſed, without the ſmalleſt 
"_ oundation, that the underſigned was authoriſed to accede. 


is full powers, made out in the uſual form, give him all neceſſary 

authority to negotiate and to conelude the peace; but theſe powers pre- 

— to him neither the form, the nature, nor the conditions of the 
ure treaty, 


pon thete points, he is bound to conform himſelf, according to the 


ci long eltabliſhed and received cuſtom of Europe, to the inſtructions 
of 0 Wiich he ſhall receive from his court ; and accordingly, he did not fail 
* «quaint the Miniſter for Foreign Affairs, at their firſt conference, 


the King his maſter had exprefily cnjoined him to liſten to no pro- 
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poſal tending to ſeparate the intereſts of His Majeſty from thoſe of þ; 
allies. | 

There can be no queſtion then but of a negotiation which ſhall co 
bine the intereſts and pretenſions of all the powers who make a comma 
cauſe with the King in the preſent war. 

In the courſe of ſuch a negotiation, the intervention, or, at leaſt, the 
participation, of theſe powers will doubtleſs become adſolutely neceſlary; 
and His Majeſty hopes to find at all times the ſame diſpoſitions to tren, 
upon a juſt and equitable baſis, of which His Majeſty, the Emperor ard 
King, gave to the French Government fo ſtriking a proof at the ven 
moment of the opening of the preſent campaign. 

But it appears, that the waiting for a formal and definitive authority 
on the part of the allies of the King, before Great Britain and France 
begin to diſcuſs, even proviſionally, the principles of the negotiation, 
would be to create a very uſelets delay. 

A conduct wholly different has been obſerved by theſe two powers a 
almoſt all ſimilar occaſions; and His Majeſty thinks, that the beſt proof 
which they can give, at the preſent moment, to all Europe, of their mu- 
tual defire to put a ſtop, as ſoon as poſſible, to the calamities of war, ili #hic 
would be to ſettle, without delay, the baſis of a combined negotiation, MilWretenſi 
inviting, at the ſame time, their allies to concur in it, in the manner urope. 


ec. 2 


treat, 
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omen 
naintec 
waidic 


Paris 
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THE 
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The 
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ompen 


the moſt proper for accelerating the general pacification. Beto! 

It is with this view that the underſigned was charged to propoſe tn of 
firſt, and at the very commencement of the negotiation, a principle, Mall; 
which the generoſity and good faith of His Majeſty could alone dictate WiMWirre! « 
to hun—that of making compen{ation to France, by proportionable te- Wiſhenfatic 
titutions, for the arrangements to which ſhe will be to conſent, in order A t 
to fatisfy the juſt pretenſions of the King's allies, and to preſerve the WWnent b 
political balance of Eruope. Talon, 

The Executive Directory has not explained itſelf in a preciſe man - beine 
ner, either as to the acceptance of this principle, or as to the changes or e Jun 
modifications which it may deſire to be made in it; nor-has it, in ſhor, « T 
propoled any other principle whatever to anſwer the ſame end. « Maj 

The underſigned, then, has orders to recur to this point, and to de- of n 
mand, on that head, a frank and preciſe explanation, in order to abridge WW po 


the delays, which muſt neceſſarily reſult from the difficulty of form, Wi ther 
which has been ſtarted by the Executive Directory. | This 
He is authorized to add to this demand the expreſs declaration, that 
His Majeſty, in communicating to his auguſt allies every ſucceflive ſtep 
which he may take relative to the object of the preſent negotiation, and 
in fulfilling, towards thoſe ſovereigns, in the moſt efficacious manner, al 
the duties of a good and faithful ally, will omit nothing on his part, 3 
well to diſpoſe them to concur in this negotiation, by the means the 
moſt proper to facilitate its progreſs and inſure its ſucceſs, as to induce 
them always to perſiſt in ſentiments conformable to the wiſhes which 
he entertains for the return of a general peace, upon jult, honourable, 
and permanent conditions. 


Paris, Nov. 12, 1796. (Signed) MALMESBURY. 


Pari 


No. 17. 


THE underſigned is charged by the Executive Directory to invite o 

to point out, without the ſmalleſt 7 amy and expreſsly, the objects of r. 

ciprocal compenſation which you propoſe. 3 
He is, morcover, charged to demand of you, what aic the diſpoſit ons 


MON 


of hh 
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treat, on a juſt and equitable baſis, of which His Majeſty, the Emperor 


id King, gave to the French Government ſo ſtriking a proof, at the very 
100 mmmencement of the campaign. Ihe Executive Directory is unac- 
mn inted with it. Jt was the Emperor and King who broke the 


raikice. : 
t th (Signed) CH. DELACROIX. 
flary; Paris, 22 Brumaire, (Nov. 12,) 
treat, 5th year of the French Re- 
7 and publics 
” very 
No. 18. 


THE underſigned does not heſitate a moment to anſwer the two queſ- 
ans which you have been inſtructed by the Executive Directory to put 
jo him. 
The memorial preſented this morning by the underſigned propoſes, in 
preſs terms, on the part of His Majeſty the King of Great Britain, to 
ompenſare France, by proportionable reſtitutions, to the arrangements 
b which ſhe will be called upon to conſent, in order to ſatisfy the juſt 
petenfions of the King's allies, and to prefer ve the political balance of 
Europe, 
Fetore the formal acceptation of this principle, or the propoſal, on the 
part of the Executive Directory, of ſome other principle, which might 
qually ſerve as the baſis of a negotiation for a general peace, the under- 
med cannot be authorized to deſignate the objects of reciprocal com- 
| nation, 

às to the proof of the pacific diſpoſitions given to the French Gorvern- 
ſent by His Majeſty, the Emperor and King, at the opening of the cam- 
pn, the underſigned contents himſelf with a reference to the fol- 
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man ing words contained in the note of Baron d'Engleman, on the 4th 
es ot Be June laſt. 

hon, * The operations of the war will in no wiſe prevent his Imperial 
" Majeſty from being ever ready to concur, agreeably to any form 
o de- . of negotiation which ſhall be adopted, in concert with the belligerent 
ridge WW rowers, in the diſcuſſion of proper means for putting a ſtop to the far- 
orm, Bs ther effuſion of human blood.” 

* This note was preſented after the armiſtice was broken. 

. ſtep Paris, Nev. 12, 1796. MALMESBURY. 
, and 

r, al No. 19. 


rt, 3 
$ the 
duce 
hich 
able, 


IV. 


THE Miniſter Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majeſty requeſts the 
Miter for Foreign Affairs to inform him, whether he is to conſider 
te official note which he received from him yeſterday evening, as the 
Wiver to that which Lord Malmeſbury delivered yeſterday morning to 
de Miniſter for Foreign Affairs, by order of his Court. He applies for 
Ws information, that the departure of his courier may not be unnecetiarily 


eyed. 
Paris, Now. 13, 1796. MALMESBURY. 


No. 20, 


THE underſigned, Miniſter for Foreign Affairs, declares to Lord 
*ameſbury, Miniſter Plenipotentiary from His Britannic Majeſty, that 


2 you 


f te- 
tons 


2 


* 8 io conſider the official note ſent to him yeſterday as the anſwer to 
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_ — Lord Malmeſbury had addreſſed to him on the morning of 
23 Brumaire, 5th year, 
— $ Ka 4 CHARES DELAC RON. 


the Di 
lt Bru 
ation, 
that po 


makes 


No. 21. In e 
LORD MALMESBURY has juſt recei TY 
for Foreign Affairs, in which h ay g 1 — NW ws 
- in v e declares that the official note which EH true 
ent to him yeſterday, is to be conſidered as the anſwer to that wh i * 
Lord Malmeſbury addreſſed to him on the morning of the ſame da 1 
Lord Malm:ſbury will tranſmit it, this day, to his Cort. l 
Paris, Nov. 13, 1796. MALMESBURY 29 
. No. 22. 
HE underſigned, in reply to if i on 
[ in r your ſecond note of yeſt 
dered by the Executive Directory to declare to you, 2 ke * Ame 
to add to the anſwer which has been adꝗreſſed to you, He is alſo % oy 
ſtructed to aſk you, whether, on each official communication which tall Fa 
take place berween you and him, it will be neceſſary for you to ſend 3 
courier to receive ſpecial inſtructions ? F ""_— 
Paris, Brumaire, { Nov. 13.) CHARLES DELACROIX _ 
Sth year, a 5 2 
* No. 23. Hf 
| L underſigned will not fail to tranſmit to his Court th ith 
he has juſt received from the Miniſter for Foreign Affairs. 1 * 
hkewiſe that he ſhall diſpatch couriers to his Court as often as the offcil He 
ary” made to him may require ſpecial inſtructions. * 
aris, 13th Nov. 1796. (Signed) MALMESBURT, | will 
i bunter 
No. 24. Note. cutive 
THE Court of London, having been i 
, g been informed of what has paſled 
—— of the laſt memorial, delivered, by its 3 the Minie Hari 
_— 8 _ > 1h think it neceſſary to add any thing to tht 
made by the underſigned to the t ſti 1 1 
thought proper to addreſs 2 him. ee 
That Court waits therefore, and with the greateſt anxiety, for an & rl 
1 of the ſentiments of the Directory, with regard to the principle 
it has propoſed, as the baſis of the negotiation, and the adoption of which H THE 
— — to be the beſt means of accelerating the progreſs of a diſcuſſoa e con 
important to the happineſs of ſo many nations. | kde þ 
mw N has, in conſequence, received orders to renew the de- gem 
man _ a frank and preciſe anſwer on this point, in order that his Court *tenſ 
— — with certainty, whether the Directory accepts that propoſal; WM Eur: 
_— = = _ cor w_ change or modification whatever in it; or laſtly, In or, 
1 = wiſh to propoſe any other principle, that may promor 2 
Paris, Nov. 26, 1796. MALMESBURY. Ml 
May | 
; > No. 25. . H 
IN anſwer to the note delivered yeſterday, November 26, by Lon 8 4 
U uc 


Malmeſbury, the underſigned Miniſter tor Foreign Affairs is inſtrudeddf Vo 
| 


Dec. 28. ] * DEBATES. 545 


the Directory, to obſerve, that the anſwers made on the 5th and 22d of 
lt Brumaire, contained an acknowledgement of the principle of compen- 
ation, and that, in order to remove every pretext for farther diſcuſſion on 
that point, the underſigned, in the name of the Executive Directory, now 
mes a formal and poſitive declaration of ſuch acknowledgement. 

In conſequence, Lord Malmeſbury is again invited to give a ſpeedy and 
ategorical anſwer to the propoſal made to him on the 22d of laſt Bru- 


ier naire, and which was conceived in theſe terms : “ The underfigned is 
h befWintructed by the Executive Directory to invite you to deſignate, without 
mch ee least delay, and expreſsly, the objects of reciprocal compenſation which 
jou have to propoſe. 
1 Paris, Nov, 27. CH. DELACROIX. 
No. 26. 


THE underſigned Miniſter Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majeſty, 
50a anſver to the note dated this morning, which was ſent to him by the 


tung inidter for Foreign Affairs, haſtens to aſſure him, that he will not delay a 
0 n. eonent in communicating it to his Court, from which he muſt neceſſarily 
malt for farther orders, before he can explain himſelf upon the important 
end afMpoints which it contains. 


Paris, 27th Now, 1796. (Signed) MALMESBURY, 


No, 27. Note. 


THE underſigned is charged to tranſmit to the Miniſter for Foreign 
Mairs the encloſed memorial, containing the propoſals of his Court, 


which ich reſpect to the application of the general principle already eſtabliſhed, 
— þ the baſis of the negotiation for peace. 
ict 


He will, with the utmot readineſs, enter with that Miniſter into every 
wlanation which the ſtate and progreſs of the negotiation will allow. and 
e will not fail to enter into the diſcuſſion of theſe propolitions, or of any 
vunter-project which may be tranſmitted to him on the part of the Ex- 
Kutive Directory, with that frankneſs and that ſpirit of conciliation, which 
reſpond with the juſt and pacific intentions of his Court. 


Paris, Dec. 17, 1796, : (Signed) MALMESBURY. 


eftory No. 28. 

KY UYFIDENTIAL MEMORIAL on the principal Objets of Reſtitution, 
1 cp Compenſation, and reciprocal Arrangement. 

which A THE principle, already eſtabliſhed, as the baſis of the negotiation, by 


e conſent of the two Governments, is founded on reſtitutions to be 
ade by His Britannic Majeſty to France, in compenſation for the ar- 


the de- rgements to which that power may conſent, in order to ſatisfy the juſt 
_ — of the allies of the King, and to preſerve the political balance 
Opoia ' F SUrOpe, 

laſtly 4 order to accompliſh theſe objects, in the manner the moſt complete, 
romote c to offer a freſh proof of the ſincerity of his wiſhes for the re-eſtabliſh- 


ent of general tranquillity, His Majeſty would propoſe, that there 
wud be given to this principle, on each ſide, all the latitude of which 
Wy be ſuſceptible. | 

| His Majeſty demands therefore, a 

6 The reſtitution, to His Majeſty, the Emperor and King, of all his 
x on the footing of the fatus ante bellum, 
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2. The re-efabliſhment of peace between the Germanic empire and 2 
France, by a ſuitable arrangement, conformable to the reſpecti ve intereſy, = 
and to the general ſafety of Europe. This arrangement to be neogtiad ink 
with his Imperial Majeſty, as conſtitutional head of the empire, eithet ben 
by the intervention of the King, or immediately, as his Imperial Majefly * 
all prefer. | . 

3. The evacuation of Italy by the French troops, with an enge ban 
ment not to interfere in the internal affairs of that country; which int 
ſhould be re-eſtabliſhed, as tar as poſſible, upon the footing of the ji 1 


Cnc bellum. 


In the courſe of the negotiation, a more detailed diſcuſſion may be ei 

tered into of the farther meaſures which it may be proper to adopt, tt 
ſpecting the objects of theſe three articles, in order to the providing mor 
effectuall) for the future ſecurity of the reſpective limits and poſleflion 
and for the maintenance of general tranquillity, 
II. With regard to the other allies of His Britannic Majeſty, His Vs 
jeſty demands, that there be reſerved to Her Majeſty the Empreſs of i 
the Ruſſias, a full and unlimited power, of taking part in this negotiation 
whenever ſhe may think fit, or of acceding to the definitive treaty, ant 
thereby returning to a ſtate of peace with France. 

III. His Majeſty alſo demands, that Her Moſt Faithful Majeſty m 
be comprehended in this negotiation, and may return to a ſtate « 


e fe. 
burial | 
Wl ref 
tie wa 


peace with France, without any ceſſion or burdenſome condition i If, x 
either fide. d wha 

IV. On theſe conditions, His Majeſty offers to France the entire Meir a 
unreſerved reſtitution of all the conqueſts which he has made on en be 
power in the Faſt and Weſt Indies, propofing at the fame time that a ut of 
tual underſtanding ſhall be eſtabliſhed as to the means of ſecuring for inf 
future the tranquillity of the two nations, and of 5 as mtc But! 
as poſſible, the advantages of their reſpective poſſeſſions. His Mat tz 
offers, in like manner, the reſtitution of the iſlands of-: St. Pierre and Mex vi 
quelon, and of the fiſhery of Newfoundland, on the footing of the npen 
ante bellum. + _ Mietdrrec 

But if, in addition to this, His Majeſty were to wave the right g Refi: 
to him by the expreſs ſtipulations of the treaty of Utrecht, of oppoſing 'Wnitte, 
ceſſion of the Spaniſh part of St. Domingo to France, His Majeſty v0%WWWlculats 
then demand, in return for this conceſſion, a compenſation, which men; « 
ſecure, at leaſt in ſome degree, the maintenance of the balance of the nee h 
ſpective poſſeſſions in that part of the world. : | whic] 

V. In all the caſes of ceſſions or reſtitutions, which may come in (uh the 
tion in the courſe of this negotiation, there ſhould be granted on n Mai 
ide, to all individuals, the moſt unlimited right to withdraw with ut is 
families and their property, and to ſell their land and other immo for 
poſſetiions ; and adequate arrangements ſhould alſo be made, in the co preſen 
of this negotiation, Gr the removal of all ſequeſtrations, and for the rcon 
faction of the juſt claims which individuals on either ſide may bat Wie Hou! 


make upon the reſpective governments. 

= ih in (Signed) MALMESBURI 
No. 29. 

Confidential Memorial on the Peace with Spain and Holland: 


THE allies of France not having hitherto expreſſed any deſire ol 
poſition to treat with the King, His Majeſty might have Forvone 
1 
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ater into any detail on their account ; but in order to avoid any delays 
prejudicial to the great object which the King has in view, and to acce- 
krate the work of a general peace, [lis Majeity will not refuſe to explain 
tinſelf in the firſt inſtance on the points which concern thoſe powers. If, 
den, the Catholic King ſhould detire to be comprehended in this negoti- 
tion, or be allowed to accede to the detinitive treaty, this would meet 
zun no obſtacle on the part of Ilis Majeſty. Nothing having hitherto 
teen conquered by either of the two Sovereigns from the other, no other 
ut could, at the preſent moment, come into queſtion but that of the re- 
dabliſhment of peace, ſimply, and without any reſtitution or compenſa- 
ton whatever, except ſuch as might oy reſult from the application of 
te principle declared at the end of the fourth article of the memorial 
lady delivered to the Miniſter for Foreign Affairs. x 

But if, during the negotiation, any alteration ſhould take place in the 
fate of things, in this reſpect, it will then be proper to agree upon the 
litution and compenſations to be made on each fide, 

With regard to the Republic of the United Provinces, His Britannic 
ljeſty and his allies find themſelves too nearly intereſted in the political 
mation of thoſe provinces, to be able to conſent in their favour to 
e re-eſtabliſhment of the „alu arte bellum as with reſpect to terri- 
prial poſſeſſions, unleſs France could, on her part, reinſtate them in 
ll reſpects in the ſame political fituation in which they ſtood before 
lie war. 

If, at leaſt, it were poflible to re-eſtabliſh in thoſe provinces, agreeably 
d what is believed to be the wiſh of a great majority of the inhabitants, 
leit ancient Conſtitution and form of Government, His Majeſty might 
ten be diſpoſed to relax, in their favour, from a very conſiderable 
| by the conditions on which the preſent ſtate of things obliges him 
o init. 
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as mt But if, on the contrary, it is with the Republic of Holland, in its pre- 
Maj e ſtate, that their Britannic and Imperial Majeſties will have to treat, 
and WM rr will feel themſelves obliged to ſeek in territorial acquiſitions, thoſe 
he fa onpenſations, and that ſecurity, which ſuch æ ſtate of things will have 


endered indiſpenſable to them. 


it gc Reftitutions of any kind, in favour of Holland, could in that caſe be 
oling "Winitted, in ſo far only as they ſhall be compenſated by arrangements 
y wou culated to contribute to the ſecurity of the Auſtrian Netherlands. The 
b eigens of accompliſhing this object will be found in the ceſſions which 


f the 


ance has exacted in her treaty of peace with Holland; and the poſſeſſion 
| which, by that power, would in any caſe be abſolutely incompatible 


in (0th the ſecurity of the Auſtrian Netherlands, in the hands of his Impe- 
on e Majeſty. 


ich U i on theſe principles that His Britannic Majeſty would be ready to 


mor for the re- eſtabliſument of peace with the Republic, of Holland in 
the cu preſent ſtate. The details of fuch a diſcuſſion muſt neceſſarily lead to 
the We confideration of what would be due to the intereſts and the rights of 
y have We Houſe of Orange, 


p | 
3BUK No. 309. 


My Lob, Paris, Dec. 20, 1796. 


f mut, at five P. M. and delivered to me the diſpatches No. 11 and 12, 
* u Wuch he was charged by your Lordſhip, 
bore | 


4A 2 


MR. ELLIS returned here, from London, on Thurſday laſt, the 15th * 
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Although nothing can be clearer, more ably drawn up, Or more ſati. to: 
factory, than the inſtructions they contain; yet as it was of the laſt iner 
portance that | ſhould be completely maſter of the ſubject before I hing 
the French Miniſter, I delayed afking for a conference till late an toug 
Friday evening, with a view that it ſhouid not take place till Saturdy iſt « 
morning. a from 

He appointed the hour of eleven A. M. on that day, and it was ners 
one before we parted. Although what is ſaid by M. Delacroix before E 
has communicated with the Directory, cannot be conſidered as vficialy AM r:; 
binding, and probably may, in the event, be very different from hat [MM atho: 
ſhall hear when he ſpeaks to me in their name; yet, as it is 1:npoffide the F. 
they ſhould not nearly conjecture the nature of the overtures I ſhouli rec 
make, and of courſe be prepared in ſome degree for them, it 1s-materid 


but! 

that your Lordſhip ſhould be accurately acquainted with the firſt impti. - 
ſions they appear to make on M. Delactoix. boten. 
I prefaced what I had to communicate with ſaying, that I now cane] i: ; 
authorized to enter with him into deliberation upon one of the moſt im ons 


portant ſubjects that, perhaps, ever was brought into diſcuſſion; that its extiti; 
magnitude forbade all /z7, excluded all prevarication, ſuſpended al publi 
prejudices, and that, as | had it in command to ſpeak and act with fre-WM contr 
dom and truth, I expected that he, on his part, would confider theſe a out t. 


the only means which could or ought to be employed, if he wifhed to fee lon 
a negotiation, in which the happineſs of millions was involved, terminae hto 
ſucceſsfully. That, for greater preciſion, and with a view to be cha ud: 
underſtood in what I was about to propoſe, I would give him a cont-W that 


dential memorial, accompanied by an oficial note, both which, when E infur 
had peruſed them, would ſpeak for themfelves. Ihe memorial contained Iſland 
the conditions, on the accompliſhment of which His Majeſty cone ther 
the reſtoration of peace to depend. Ihe note was exprefiiye of His VB roi 
Jeſty's readineſs to enter into any explanation required by the Directory BM ic 
on the ſubject, or to receive any centre projet, reſting on the ſame bai of co 
which the Directory might be diſpoſed to give in. That, moreover, Hun. 
did not hefitate declaring to him, in conformity to the principles which Mt th 
had laid down, and from which I certainly never ſhould depart, at 2:7 henfi 
period of the negotiation, that I was prepared to anſwer any queſtio i hou! 
explain and elucidate any points, on which it was poſſible to foreſee ta coun 
doubts or miſconceptions could ariſe, on the conſideration of theſe pap?rs of ſa 
And having ſaid thus much, I had only to remark, that I believed, in M. I 
ſimilar negotiation which had ever taken place, any Miniſter was aut 
rized, in the firſt inſtance, to go ſo fully into the diſcuſſion as | nov mitts 


was. That I was ſure neither the truth of this remark, nor the ma- exit 
nifeſt concluſion to be drawn from it, would eſcape M. Delacroixs ob- cul; 
ſervation. | | Peace 

I then put the two papers into his hands. He began by reading te ant 
note, on which, f course, he could only expreſs ſatisfaction, After fe M 
ruſing the confidential memorial, with all the attention it deſerved, be vent 
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20 


after a ſort pauſe, ſaid, that it appeared to him to be liable to inſur- 
mountable objections ; that it ſeen ed to him to require much more tha 
it conceded, and, in the event, not to leave France in a ſituation of pro 
portional greatneſs to the powers of Furope, He ſaid, the act of theit 
Conſtitution, according to the manner in which i was interpreted by 
teft publicifls, (and this phraſe is worthy remark,) made it impoſhble io 
the Republic to do what it required. The Auſtrian Nethe: lands hos 
aancxed to it; they could not be diſpoſed of without flinging the naue 


ons): c. 23.] DEBATES. 549 
latte all the confuſion which muſt follow a convocation of the primary 
lt im. Aer blies; aud he ſaid, he was rather ſurprizech that Great Britain ſhould 
Lung this forward as the governing condition of the treaty, ſince he 
ue on MW thought be hal, in ſome of our late converſations, fully explained the na- 
vr0ay ue of their Coaltitution to me. I replied, that every thing I had heard 
from hin on this point, was perfectly in my recollection, as it probably 


s rex in his; that though I had liſtened to him with that attention J al- 
ore he ns afforded to every thing he ſaid, yet T had never made him any ſort 


of reply, and had neither admitted, nor coatroverted his opinion : that 
though 1 believed I could exfily diſprove this opinion from the ſpirit of 
de French Conſtitution itſelf; yet the diſcuſſion of that Conſtitution was 
perizetly foreign to the object of my miſſion; ſince, even allowing his two 


icially 
hat! 
Ok 


ſhould 


uteri poltions, iz. that the retroceſſion of the Auſtrian Netherlands was in- 
mrte . compatible with thei laws, and that we ought to have known that be- 


forchand ; yet that there exiſted a droit public in Europe, paramount to any 
int public they might think proper to eſtabliſn within their own domi- 
nons; and that, if their Conſtitution was publicly known, the treaties 


came 
Wt im- 


hat u exiting between His Majeſty and the Emperor were at leaſt equally 
ed i public, and in theſe it wa- clearly and diſtinctly announced, that the two 

free. contracting parties reciprocally promiſe not to lay down their arms with- 
heſe 2s 


out the reititution of all the dominions, territories, &e. which may have 

longed to either of them before the war. That the date of this ſtipu- 
ktion was previous to their annexing the Auſtrian Netherlands to France; 
nd the notoriety of this ought, at the very moment when they had paſſed 


| to fre 
minate 


clca 


conb. i that law, to have convinced them, that, if adhered to, it muſt prove an 
hen de infurmountable obſtacle to peace. I applied his maxim to the Weſt-India 
ntafned llands, and to the ſettlements in the raft Indies; and aiked him, whe- 
dere 


ther it was expected that we were to wave our right of poſſeſſion, and be 


115 M. required {till to conſider them as integral parts of the French Republic, 


rectory which / be reſtored, and on which no value was to be ſet in the balance 
e bat of compenſation. I alſo ſtated the poſſible caſe of France having loſt 
_ part of what ſhe deemed her integral dominions, inſtead of having added 
rhich 


o them, in the courſe of the war; and whether then, under the appre- 
lenßon of ſtill greater loſſes, the government, as it was now compoſed, 
ould confider itſelf as not veſted with powers ſufficient to ſave their 


at any 
;eft10ns, 
ſee that 
papers. 
, in 00 
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of ſacrificing a portion of their dominions to ſave the remainder. 
M. Delacroix ſaid, this was ſtating a caſe of neceſſity, and ſuch a mode 
af reaſoning did not attach to the preſent circumſtances, I readily ad- 
nitted the firſt part of this propoſition; but contended, that if the power 
exiſted in a caſe of neceflity, it equally exiſted in all others, and parti- 
larly in the caſe before us, fince he himſelf had repeatedly told me, that 
Peace = what this country and its government wiſhed for, aud even 
wanted, 

M. Delacroix, in reply, ſhifted his ground, and by a ſtring of argu- 
ants, founded on premiſes calculated for this purpoſe, attempted to 
Prove, that from the relative fituation of the adjacent countries, the pre- 
at Government of France would be reprehenſible in the extreme, and 


ling tit 
frer pe⸗ 
red, le, 
o inſur- 
ore than 


of pio Leier ve impeachment, if they ever ſuffered the Netherlands to be ſeparated 
of „ om their dominions ; that by the partition of Poland, Ruſſia, Auſtria, 
4. 0 ad Pruſſia, had increaſed their power to a moſt formidable degree; that 
f 


; and, by its conqueſts, and by the activity and judgement with which 
governed its colonics, had doubled its ſtrength, Your Indian empire 


1ds we 7 
e nauoh 


country from the impending danger, by making peace en the conditions 
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alone, ſaid M. Delacroix with vehemence, has enabled you to ſubſidi⸗ 
all the powers of Europe againſt us, and your monopoly of trade ha; pu 
you in poſſeſiion of a fund of inexhauſtible wealth. His words were 
« Votre em fire dans I Tide Vous a fourni les moyens de falarier toutes les ui 
fauces coutre nous, et Vous avex accapare le commerce de manitre que touts 
1 les richefſes du monde ſe verjent dans vos coffres.” 


From the neceſſity that France ſhould keep the Netherlands and the 


left bank of the Rhine, for the purpoſe of preſerving its relative ſituatio 
in Europe, he paſſed to the advantages which he contended would reſul 
to the other powers by ſuch an addition to the French dominions, Bel- 

zum, (to uſe his word,) by belonging to France, would remove what ha 


the ſource of all wars for two centuries paſt, and the Rhine, being 


the natural boundary of France, would inſure the tranquillity of Europe 
for two centuries to come. I did not feel it neceſſary to combat this pre- 
ſterous doctrine; I contented myſelf with reminding him of what he 
Fad ſaid to me in one of our laſt conferences, when he made a compariſon 
of the weakneſs of France under its monarchs, and its ſtrength and vigour 
under its republican form of government. Nows ne femmes plus dans la . 
« crepitnde de la France monarchigue, mais dans toute la force d une republique 
* adoleſcents,” was his expreſſion; and. J inferred from this, according to 
bis own reaſoning, that the force and power France had acquired by its 
change of government, was much greater than it could derive from ary 
acquiſition of territory; and that it followed, if France, when under a 
regal form of government was a very juſt and conſtant object of attention, 
not to ſay of jealouſy, to the other powers of Europe, France, (admitting 
bis axiom) was a much more reaſonable object of jealouſy and attention, 
under its preſent conſtitution, than it ever had yet been; and that no ad- 
dition to its dominions could be ſeen by its neighhours, but under impreſ- 
ſions of alarm for their own future {stety, and tor the gencral tranquillity 
of Europe. M. Delacroix's anſwer to this was ſo remarkable, that ! 
muſt beg leave to inſert it in what I believe to be nearly his own words: 
*% Dans le tems rewololianaire tout ce gue Vous diles, my Lord, vtoit vrai—rics 
& T'egalcit. notre puiſſance; mais ce tems n'exiſte plus. Nous ne pouvms tlas 
« [ever la nation en maſſe prur valer au ſecours de la patrie en danger. Nous 
& ag PoHuns plus engager 165 cancitaycuis d*oworin leurs biurſes pour les der 
* dans le treſor national, et de je priver meme din necaſſuire pour le bien de la 
che publique.” And he ended by ſaying, that the French Republique, 
when at peace, neceſſarily muſt become the moſt quiet and pacific power 
in Europe. I only obſerved, that in this caſe the paſſage of the Republic, 
from youth to decrepitude, had been very ſudden ; but that flill 1 never 
could admit, that it could he a matter of indifference to its neighbours, 
much leis one neceſſary ſecurity to itſelf, to acquire ſuch a very extenſive 
addition to its frontiers, as that he had hinted at. : 
This led M. Delacroix to talk of offering an equivalent to the Em- 
peror for the Auitrian Netherlards ; and it was to be found, according to 
his plan, in the ſecularization of the three eccleſiaſtical electorates, and 
ſeveral hiſhoprics in Germany end in Italy. 

He talked upon this ſubject as one very familiar to him, and on which 
his thoughts hav been frequently employed. ; 

He ſpeke of making new eleCtors, and named, probably, with 2 
'view to render his ſcheme more palatable, the Stadtholder and the Dukes 
of Brunſwick and Wurtemburg as perſons proper to ieplace the three ec- 
cle faſtic al clectors which were to be re- formed. 
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t would be making an ill uſe of your Lordſhip's time to endeavour 
prepeat to you all he ſaid on this ſubject ; it went in ſubſtance (as he 
vn{elt confeſſed) to the total ſubverſion of the preſent conſtitution of the 
Germanic body; and as it militated dircctly againſt the principle which 
wth His Majeſty and the Emperor laid down fo diſtinctly as the baſis of 
& peace to be made for the empire, I contented myſelf with reminding 
in of this circumſtance, particularly as it is impoſſible to diſcuſs this point 
wth any propriety till his Imperial Majeſty becomes a party to the ne- 
totiation. ] took this opportunity of hiating, that if on all the other 
its France agreed to the propotals now made, it would not be impoſſi- 
tl: that ſome increaſe of territory might be ceded to her on the Ger- 
mic fide ot her frontiers, and that this, in addition to the duchy of 
er, Nice, and Avignon, would be a very great acquiſition of ſtrength 
ml power, M. Delacioix here again reverted to the conttitution, and 
h that theſe countries were already conſtitutionally annexed to France. 
replied, that it was impoſlible, in the negotiation which we were be- 
ring, for the other powers to take it up from any period but that 
mich immediately preceded the war, and that any acquiſition or di- 
nition of territory which had taken place among the belligerent 
pers ſince it firſt broke out, muſt neceflarily become ſubject matter for 
w20tiation, and be balanced againſt each other in the final arrangement 
Aa general peace. You then perſiſt, aid M. Delacroix, in applyin 
this principle to Belgium? I anfwered, molt certainly; and 1 ſhould 
bot dc fairly with vou if T helitated to declare, in the outſet of our ne- 
wtiztion, that on this point you mult entertain no expectation that His 
Wielty will relax, or ever confent to fee the Netherlands remain a part 
a France, 

M. Delacroix replied, he ſaw no proſpect in this caſe of our ideas 
erer meeting, and he deſpaired of the ſucceſs of our negotiation. He 
turned again, however, to his idea of a poſſible equivalent to be found 
br the Emperor; but as all he propoſed was the alienation or diſmember- 
nent of countries not belonging to France, even by conqueſt, I did not 
wnſider it as deſerving attention, and it is certainly not worth repeating 
your Lordſhip. 
| need not obſerve that all the equivalents propoſed, however inade- 
ate to the exchange, were offered as a return for our content that the 
Netherlands ſhould remain part of France, of courſe the admitting 
them in any ſhape would have been in direct contradiction to my in- 
ſructions. 
M. Delacroix touched very {lightly on Italy; and the courſe of our 
Onverſation did not bring this part of the ſubject more into diſ- 
euſſion. 
[ muſt add, that whenever I mentioned the reſtoration of the Nether- 
lands to the Emperor, I always took care it ſhould be underſtood that 
thele were to be accompanied by ſuch ferther ceſſions as ſhould form a a 
competent line of defence, and that France could not be permitted ta 
ep poſſeſſion of all the intermediate country to the Rhine; and I par- 
teularly dwelt on this point, when I held out the poſſibility of admitting 
au extenſion of the limits of France on the fide of Germany. But as 
the French Miniſter no leſs ſtrenuouſly oppoſed the reſtitution of the 
therlands to the Emperor, than I tenaciouſly inſiſted upon it, the- 
— extenſion of my claim could not of courſe become a ſubject of 
ument. : 


Ibeliere I have now, with a tolerable degree of accuracy, informed 
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Dre. 
your Lordſhip of all that the French Miniſter ſaid on my opening my IP 
felt to him on that part of my inſtructions which more immediate! bt * 
relates to peace between Great Britain, his Imperial Majeſty, and France of 
It remains with me to inform your Lordſhip what paſſed between us 0 HR 
the ſubject of our reſpective allies, — | 
On the articles reſerving a right to the Court of St. Peterſpurgh, and 3 
to that of Liſbon, to accede to the treaty of peace on the ſtrict atis au Repub! 
bellum, the French Miniſter made no other remark than by mentioning oF * 
the allies of the Republic, and by inquiring whether 1 was prepared te 115 Ma 
fay any thing relative to their intereſts, which certainly the Republiq 3 
could never abandon. This afforded me the opportunity ot giving i e e! 
the confidential memorial B. relative to Spain and Holland, and I pre lad. 
faced it by repeating to him the ſubſtance of the firſt part of your Lord e poſſe 
ſhip's, No. 12. 3 Þ ay 

Although I had touched upon the ſubject of the Spaniſh part of $t 33 
Domingo, when I had been ſpeaking to M. Delacroix On the peace 3 
with France, yet, as it did not become a matter ot diſcuſſion betwee Jef 
us till I came to mention the peace with Spain, I thought it better i a, 
place all that paſled on the ſubject in this part of my ditpatch ; it wa 3 
the only point on which he entered, but I by no means infer from his ng n 
bringing forward ſome claims tor Spain, that we are not to hear of an would b 
in the courſe of the negotiation : on the contrary, I have little doubt he Lal 
that many, and moſt of them inadmiſſible, will be made betore it car 3 
end. He, however, was ſilent on them at this moment, and confine porta 
all he had to ſay to combating the idea that Spain was bound, by the — 
treaty of Utrecht, not to alienate her poſleſſions in America. I bad the =” 
article copied in my pocket, and I read it to him. He confeſſed it wa ve Coal 
clear and explicit, but that circumſtances had ſo materially altered fince oF 
the year 1713, that engagements made then ought not to be conſidered en be 
in force now. I ſaid, that the ſpirit of the article itſelf went to provid al be f 
for diſtant contingencies, not for what was expected to happen at or neag * 
the time when the treaty was made, and that it was becaule the alten . 
tion of circumſtances he alluded to was foreſeen as poſſible that the clauſe ws tail 
was inſerted ; and that if Spain paid any regard to the faith of treaties You 
ſhe muſt conſider herſelf as no lets ſtrictly bound by this clauſe now thang. 3 
at the moment when it was drawn up. 1 went on, by laying, _ . 
did not however appear quite impoſſible that this point might 1 12 
without much difficulty; and that means might be deviſed that a dated 
tholic Majeſty ſhould not break his faith, and both England and _ bey bad 
be equally ſatisfied. I then held out to him, but in general wane J _ 
either Spain might regain her part of St. Domingo, by making ooo ne; 
conſiderable ceſſion to Great Britain and France, as the price of * u. B. 
or that, in return for leaving the whole of St. Domingo to F _ » T1 
ſhould retain either Martinico or St. Lucia and Tobago. M. De * ld our 
liſtened with a degree.of attention to theſe propoſals, but he we b. dl demnif 
of committing himſelf by any expreſſion of approbation, 2 — w "yy 
miſſed the ſubject of the _ 8 by obſerving, that Fra + 
ver would forſake the intereſts of its allies. Wu bin 
* converſation on thoſe of its other ally, Holland, _ 9 l, 
longer, as the wording of the memorial inevitably led at once deep ih be 
e ſubject. | Mould as: 
7 M. — affected to treat any deviation from the treaty cry 4 
concluded between France and that country, or 2 ly | 
tories acquired under that treaty to France, as quite impractica a up 
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1 Wl treated, as equally impracticable, any attempt at reſtoring the ancient 
form of government in the Seven United Provinces. He talked with an 
coo ir of triumph of the eflabuſhment of a national convention at the 
oi Hague, and with an affectation of feeling, that by-at the cauſe of free- 
om had extended itſelf over ſuch a large number of people. He, 
however, was ready to confeſs, that, from the great loſſes the Dutch 
Republic had ſuſtained in its colonies, and particularly from the weak 
manner in which they had defended them, it could not be expected that 
dis Majeſty would conſent to a tull and complete reſtitution of them, 
nd that it was reaſonable that ſome ſhould be ſacrificed ; and he aſked 
me, if I could inform him, how far our views extended on this point ? 
Lid, I had reaſon to believe that what His Majeſty would require would 
te polleſſions and ſettlements which would not add either to the power 
« wealth of our Indian dominions, but only tend to ſecure to us their 
fe and unmoleited poſſeſſion. You mean, by this,“ faid M. Dela- 
croix, „the Cape and Trincomale.“ I ſaid, they certainly came under 
that deſcription, and I ſaw little proſpect of their being reſtored to the 
Dutch. M. Delacroix launched forth, on this, into a molt laboure | Gife 
ſetation on the value of the Cape of Good Hope, which he did not 
wnlider at all as a port de relache, but as a poſſeſſion which, in our hands, 
wuld become one of the moit fertile and moſt productive colonies in 
the Eaſt ; and, according to his eſtimation of it, he did not ſeruple to 
ofert, that it would ultimately be an acquiſition of infinitely greater 
importance to England than that of the Netherlands to France: and, if 
xquieſced in, ſhould be reckoned as a full and ample compentation for 
them, He added, “ If you are maſters of the Cape and Trincemale, 
we ſhall hold all our ſettlements in India, and the iflands of France 


u Bourbon, entirely at the tenure of your will and pleaſure; they 
wil wil be ours only as long as you chuſe we ſhould retain them. You 


vill be ſole maſters in India, and we ſhall be entirely dependent upon 
jou.” I repeated to him, that it was as means of dejence, got of of- 
ſerce, that theſe poſſeſſions would be infiſted on, and that if the matter 
uu fairly and diſpatſionately diſcuſſed, he would find that they afforded 


aties wh 3 2 

han” greut additional ſecurity, but no additional power of attack, even 

bat ine were diſpoſed to diſturb the peace of that part of the world. It 
theſe, and, perhaps, ſome few other not very material ſettlements be- 


Wing to the Dutch, were to be inſiſted upon, and if he would be 

peaſed to enumerate all we ſhould (till have to reſtore to them, while 

bey had n-thing to reſtore to England, it was impoſſible not to confider 

— on which His Majeſty propoſed peace to Holland as generous 
tberal, | N : 

M. Dclacroix was not at all diſpoſed to agree with me on this point, 

ad ſaid, Holland, ſtript of theſe poſſeſſions, would be ruined, He-then 


Go we 
Cron 


e ot, but as if the idea bad uſt eroſſed his mind, the poſſibility of 
e d ennitying the Dutch for their loſſes in India, by giving them a 
ran of territory towards the Meuſe, (L could not find out whether ba 


ant Aix la Chapelle, Liege, or the countries of Juliers and Be 
uch 
- u bt, perhaps, be ceded to the Dutch Republic. I told him, all this 
Wpht become a ſubject of future diſcuſſion, and I conceived, that if we 
Mildagree upon the more eſſential points, the treaty would not break off 
MN theſe lecondary conſiderations. Our converſation had now been ex- 
A tl; long, and M. Delacroix ended by ſaying, that although he had 
© 1 himſelf to enter with me thus tar upon the ſubject, yet I 
OL. 7 4 B | 
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u hinted, that if this was not to be done, an additional ſugar iſland 
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muſt not conſider any thing he ſaid as binding, or as pledging the Re. 
public, till ſuch time as he had laid the papers IJ had given him before the 
Directory; and, in order to do this with more accuracy, he again aſked 
me, whether in his report he was to ſtate the diſuniting Belgium from 
France as a fire gud non from which His Majeſty would not depart. I re- 
plied, it moſt certainly was a /e gie nan from which His Majeſty would 
not depart ; and that any propoſal which would leave the Netherlands an- 
nexed to France would be attended with much greater benefit to that 
power, and loſs to the allics, than the preſent relative ſituation of the bel. 
ligerent powers could entitle the French Government to expect. 

M. Delacroix repeated his concern at che peremptory way in which I 
made this aſſertion, and aſked, whether it would admit of no modifica. 
tion? I ceplied, if France could, in a cxtre projet, point out a practica- 
ble and adequate one, ſtill keeping in view that the Netherlands muſt not 
be French, or likely again to fall into the hands of France, ſuch a pro- 
poſal might certainly be taken into conſideration. 

M. Delacroix by no means encouraged me to explain myſelf more 
fully; he repeatedly ſaid, that this difticulty relative to the Netherlands 
was one which could not be overcome. 

Juſt as I was taking leave of him, he begged me to explain what was 
meant by the words in the Memoire (A) in the 4th paragraph, beginning 
de d enlendre mutuellement fur les moyens d'aſſurer, and ending at Leurs prſſe/- 
ions reſpeFtives, I told him, it referred to the deſtructive ſyſtem adopted 
by France in the Welt Indies, and went to expreſs a wiſh, that the two 

wers ſhould agree on ſome general and uniform ſyſtem of internal po- 

ice in the ſettlements there, which would contribute to the ſecurity of 
theſe poſſeſſions to the reſpective countries, and at the ſame time to the 
happineſs of every deſcription of inhabitants in them. 

M. Delacroix, a little hurt at my expreſſion relative to the ſyſtem 
adopted by France, endeavoured to recriminate on us ; but he ended by 
ſaying, that they ſhould certainly be willing to concur in any arrangement 
relative to the negroes which did not militate againſt the principles of 
their conſtitution, 

Here our conference ended; and as, during the whole courſe of it, | 
bore in my mind the poſſibility, that although this our firſt might be the 
only favourable opportunity I ſhould ever have of ſpeaking on the general 
principles on which His Majeſty was diſpoſed to treat, I endeavoured, by 
adverting more or leſs to almoſt every point in my inſtructions, to enabk 
M. Delacroix (if he reports faithfully) to ſtate to the Directory what I ſaid 
in ſuch a manner as to put it out of their power to miſconceive what wer 
His Majeſty's intentions, to remove all poſſibility of cavil on this caſe, and 
to bring them to a clear and diſtinct anſwer whether they would agree !0 
open a negotiation on the principle of the fatus ante bellum, or on one di 
fering from it only in form, not in ſubſtance, I hope, in attempting © 
do this, I did not, in the firſt inſtance, commit myſelf, or diſcover mo 
of my inſtructions than it became me to do, and that in the converſation 
with M. Delacroix nothing eſcaped me which might, at ſome ſubſequent 
iod, hurt the progreſs of the negotiation. I have, I believe, given thu 
conference nearly verbatim to your Lordſhip; and I was partieula) 
anxious to do this correctly and minutely, as well that you may judge c 
the propriety of what I ſaid myſelf, as that what M. Pelacroix ſaid to 
may be accurately known, and remain on record, 

1 muſt, however, be remembered (as I obſerved in the beginning of th 
Gfpatch) that he ſpoke from himſelf, as Miniſter, indeed, but not und 
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the immediate inſtructions of the Directory; and this conſideration will 
take a little away from the ſingularity of ſome of the poſitions he ad- 
, yanced. 
I confeſs, my Lord, from the civility of his manners, and from his 
parent readineſs to diſcuſs the ſubject, the impreſſion which remained 
on my mind, on leaving him, was, that the negotiation would go on, but 
de liable to ſo many diiiiculties, an ſome of them ſo nearly inſurmount- 
able, that, knowing as i do the opinion of che Directory, I faw little 
proſpect of its terminating ſucceſsfully, But 1 did not expect the conduct 
of the Uiretory would immediately be ſuch as to evince a manifeſt ineli- 
ration, and even determination, to break off on the firſt propoſals; and I 
x25 not a little ſurprize at receiving. on Sunday, at three P. M. the in- 
doſed letter A from M. Dclacroix. He tent it by the principal Secretary 
of {is department (M. Guiraudet) who communicated to me the original 
of the arrẽtẽ of the Directory, of which this letter, abating the alteration 
in the form, is a literal copy. After peruſing it, I aſked M. Guiraudet, 
Fhether he was informed of its contents, and this led to a ſhort converſa- 
tion on them, I told him that both the demands were ſo unexpected, 
that I could not reply to them off hand: that, as to the firſt, it was quite 
wuſual to fign memorials which were annexed to a ncie actually ſigned, 
ad that I ſcarcely felt myſelf authorized to depart from what was, I be- 
leve, an invariable rule. That, as to the ſecond demand, made in, fo 
peremptory and unprecedented a way, I could, without much heſitation, 
ſay, at once, that it could not be complied with. M. Guiraudet la- 
mented this much, and ſaid, that, this being the caſe, he feared our prin- 
cipl-s of negotiation would never coincite, I agreed with him in my ex- 
preſions of concern. We converſed together afterwards for ſome time, 
but nothing paſſed at all worthy remark. I told him, I ſhould ſend my 
alwer the next day, On reflecting more attentively on the requeſt that I 
would ſign the two memorials wizich I had given in, it ſtruck me that the 
complying with it pledged me 70 nothing, that it was merely gratifying 
them on a point inſiſted on pecviſhly, and that the doing it would put them 
il more in the wrong. 5 : | | 
t, 1]. , to the ſtrange demand of aa ultimatum, it was perfectly clear what 
the it became me to ſay; ard I hope that in the incloſed anſwer B. (which 1 
ond ſent yeſterday moruing at twelve o'clock) to M. Delacroix, 1 ſhall, 
be be found to have adhere as cloſely as poffible to the ſpirit of my in- 
abe kcdions. | 
(aid Yeſterday evening, at half paſt nine, M. Guiraudet brought me the 
date C. ta which 1 (immediately replied by the no e D. They require no 
Onment ; and as I inten. leaving Paris to-morrow, and travelling wath 
convenient ſpeed, I ſhall ſo ſoon have it in my power to ſay the little 
dich remains to fay relative to this ſudden, though, perhaps, not un- 
boked.for, cloſe to my miſſion, that I need not treſpaſs any farther on 
Jour Lordthip's patience, | 


I have the honour to be, &c, | 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 
P. S. I thought it would be proper for His Majeſty's Miniſter at Vienna 
o receive the earlieſt intelligence of the negotiation being broken off, I 
lterefore have diſpatched a meſſenger to Vienna with a copy of the ſeveral 
Pers which have paſſed between me and M. Delacroix ſince our confer- 
ace, and alſo a ſuccin& account of what paſſed on it, The meſſenger 
this place to-day at three o'clock P. M. 15 
Righ; Hon. Lord Grenville, Cc. | NM. 
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\ No. 31. And a 
want o 

| f (A.) - p 

STR, Paris, 28th Frimaire, December 18) 5th year, Ab: the 

THE Executive Directory has heard the reading of the official no: Pans in“ 
fgned by you, and of two confidential memorials without ſignature; ud fol 
which were annexed to it, and which you gave in to me yelterday, I and ie K. 
charged expreſsly by the Directory to declare to you, that it cannot liſteñ tie Ex 
to any contidential note without a ſignature, and to require of you ide Exec 

ive in to me, officially, within four-and-twenty hours, your »/timatun Wt bail: 
d by you, couriers. 
Accept, dir, the aſſurance of my high conſideration, 
(Signed) CH. DELACROIX. I, 2: 
510 ye 
No. 32. ard it 
COPY. (B). Paris, 19th December, 1796. 

LORD MALMESBURY, in anſwer to the letter which the Virifer x 
for Foreign Affairs had the goodneſs to tranſmit to him through the hand LORI 
of the Secretary General of his department, muft remark, that in ſigning wie of t 
the official note which he gave in to that Miniſter, by order of his Court, ig to qi 
he thought he had complied with all the uſual formalities, and had given ſports 
the neceſſary authenticity to the two confidential memorials which were He re: 
annexed to it. Nevertheleſs, to remove all difficulties, as far as lies in his tis high 
power, he willingly adopts the forms which are pointed out by the refolu- Paris, 
tion of the Executive Directory, and haſtens to ſend to the Miniſter for 
Foreign Affairs the two memorials ſigned by his hand, ; 

With reſpect to the poſitive demand of an u/timatum, Lord Malmeſbury 
obſerves, that inſiſting on that point in ſo peremptory a manner, before rA 
the two powers thall have communicated to each other their reſpectie WM indy, 

retenſions, and that the articles of the future treaty ſhall have been ſub - ¶ I iy the Fi 
mitted to the diſcuſſions which the different intereſts which are to be ad- ple to 
juſted neceſſarily demand, is to ſhut the door againſt all negotiation. He, ¶ ( dded an, 
therefore, can add nothing to the aſſurances which he has already given to reds of 
the Miniſter for Foreign Affairs, as well by word of mouth, as in I | i; v 
official note; and he repeats, that he is ready to enter with that Miniſter de tho 
into every explanation of which the ſtate and progreſs of the negotiatinngement 
may admit, and that he will not fail to enter into the diſcuſſion of the the way | 
propoſals of his Court, or of any counter project which may be delivered Hd hi; ene 
bim, an the part of the Executive Directory, with that candour and that Maier 
ſpirit of conciliation which correſpond with the juſt and pacific ſenti- Mie þ rene 
ments of his Court. Cived in 

Lord Malmeſbury requeſts the Miniſter for Foreign Affairs to accept tie Witte fncer 
aſſurances of his high conſideration. b unequ 

. . 
No. 33. wy 
2 | paſſed N 
(C.) Would be 
THE. underſigned Miniſter for Foreign Affairs is charged by the El. ich w; 
- ecutive Direftory to anſwer Lord Malmeſbury's two notes of the 27th and weile 
z9th Frimaire, (17th and 19th December, O. S.) that the Executive D. de uf 
reQory will liſten to no propoſals contrary to the conſtitution, to the lau by ar 
” and-to tl. e treaties which bind the Republic. Wuded | 


* 
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And as Lord Malmeſbury announces at every communication, that he is 
avant of the opinion of his Court, from which it reſults that he acts a part 
nerely paſſive in the negotiation, which renders his preſence at Paris uſe- 
Ee: the underſigned is farther charged to give him notice to depart from 
Paris in eight-and-forty hours, with all the perſons who have accompanied. 


„„ followed him, and to quit, as expeditiouſly as poſſible, the territory 
de Republic. The underfigned declares, moreover, in the name of 
« the Executive Directory, that if the Britiſh Cabinet is deſirous of peace, 


de Executive Directory is ready to follow the negotiations, according to 
de baſis laid down in the preſent note, by the rectprocal channels of 
evuriers. 


| (Signed) CH. DELACROIX. 
Paris, 29th Frimaire (19th D.icember ) 

ith year of the French Republic, one 

ard indiviſible. 


No. 34. 
(D.) 


LORD MALMESBURY haſtens to acknowledge the receipt of the 
we of the Miniſter for Foreign Affairs, dated yeſterday. He is prepar- 
ig to quit Paris to-morrow, and demands, in conſequence, the neceſlary 
alports for himſelf and his ſuite. 

He requeſts the Miniſter for Foreign Affairs to accept the aſſurances of 
bis high conſideration. 

Paris, 20th Dec. 1796. 


DECLARATION. 


ury 

ee THE negotiation which an anxious deſire for the reſtoration of peace 
meg tad induced His Majeſty to open at Paris, having been abruptly terminated 
4 y the French Government, the King thinks it due to himſelf and his 
He Fople to ſtate, in this public manner, the circumſtances which have pre- 


ded and attended a tranſaction of ſo much importance to the general in- 
krelts of Europe. 

It is well known that early in the preſent year, His Majeſty, laying 
de the conſideration of many circumſtances of diſficulty and diſcou- 
ngement, determined to take ſuch ſteps as were belt calculated to open 
tte way for negotiation, if any correſponding defire prevailed on the part 
al tisenemics. He directed an overture to be made in his name by his 
Minitter in Swifferland, for the purpoſe of aſcertaining the diſpoſitions of 
tte French Government with reſpect to peace. The anſwer which he re- 
ved in return was at once haughty and evaſive : it affected to queſtion 
ſte fincerity of thoſe diſpoſitions of which His Majeſty's conduct afforded 
9 unequivocal a proof; it raiſed groundleſs objections to the mode of 
Kzotation propoſed by His Majeſty (that of a general Congreſs, by 
Flich peace has ſo often been reſtored to Europe ;) but it ſtudiouſly 
pled over in filence His Majeſty's defire to learn what other mode 
Would be preferred by France. It at the ſame time aſſerted a principle, 
Mich was ſtated as an, indiſpenſable preliminary to all negotiation ; a 
mciple under which the terms of peace muſt have been regulated, not 
f the uſual conſiderations of juſtice, policy, and reciprocal convenience; 
Mt dy an implicit ſubmiſſion on the part of all other powers, to a claim 


/ 


Wnded on the internal laws and ſeparate conſtitution of France, as having 
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full authority to ſuperſede the treaties entered into by independent Rats 


Dc. 28. 


, 7 
to govern their intereſts, to controul their engagements, aud to diſpoſe 5 = 
their dominions. Wourable 
A pretenſion in itſelf ſo extraragant, could in no inſtance have beg _ 
admitted, nor even liſtened to for a moment. Its application to the p — 
ſent caſe led to nothing leſs than that France ſhould, as a preliminary t 3 


all diſcuſſion, retain nearly all her conqueſts, and thoſe particularly j 


mon, ret | "5g The re 
which His Majeity was moſt concerned, both from the ties of intere * in 
ard the ſacred obligations of trœaties: that ſhe ſhould, in like manne * the 
recover back all that hac been conquered from her in every part of ti, :-4.114 
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world; and that ſhe ſhould be left at liberty to bring forward ſuch fa 
ther demands, on all other points of nevotiation, as ſuch ungualit: 
ſubmitſion on the part of thoſe with who. ihe treated could not fail t 
produce. 

Cn ſuch grounds as theſe, it was ſuſñciently evident that no negotiation 
could be eſtabliſned: ncither did the anſwer of His Majeſty's enemit 
atford any opening for continuing the diſcuſſion, fince the mode of neo 
tration offered by His Majcity had bren peremptorily rejected by them 
and no other had been ſtated in which they were willing to concur. 

His Majeſty was, however, not diſcouraged even by this reſult fron 
fill purſuing ſuch meaſures as appeared to him moſt conducive to the ende 
peace ; and the wiſhes of his ally, the Emperor, correſponding with thok 
which His Majefty had mazifeaed, ſentiments of a ſimilar tendency wer 
expteſſed on the part of his Imperial Majeſty at the time of opening th 
campaign: but the continuance of the 1:me ſpirit and principles o 
the part of the enemy rendered this freſh overture equally unfucceſsful, 

While the Government of France thus perſiſted in obſtructing every mea 


EY 8 portals we 
ſure that could even open the way to negotiation, no endeavour was omitte utlines of 
a 4 LL. * 1 13 * 5 — 2 * * e * © " * * - hy , * 
do miſlead the public opinion throughout all Europe with reſpect to ti ich His 


real cane of the prolongation of the war, and to cait a doubt on tho: o 
diſpofitions which could alone have Cicteted the ſteps taken by His ah His Ma 
zeſty and his avgn' ally. 8 

In order to deprive his enemies of all poſſibility of ſubterfuge or ei 
fon, and in the hope that a juſt ſenſe of the continued calamities of war 
and of the increaſing diſtreſſes o! Frauce herſelf, might at length bart 
led to more juſt and pacific diſpoſitions, His Majeſty renewed in anotte 
form, and through the intervention of a friendly power, a propoſal iot 
opening negotiations for peace. Ihe manner in which this interventio 
was received, indicated the moſt hoſtile diſpoſitions towards Creat Britain 


and at the fame time afforded to all Europe a ſtriking inſtance of that ue cou 


jurious and offenfive conduct which is obſerved on the part of the Frenc Ia) in the 
Government towards all other countries. Ihe repeated overtures mae p{..þ 


in His Majeſty's name were nevertheleſs of ſuch a nature, that it was & 
laſt found impoſſible to perſiſt in the abſolute rejection of them, without 
the direct and undiſguiſed avowal of a determination to refuſe to Europe 
all hope of the reſtoration of tranquillity. A channel was therefore 1 
length indicated through which the Government of France profeſſed ich 
willing to carry on a negotiation, and a readineſs was expreſſed (rhougl 
terms far remote from any ſpirit of conciliation) to receive a Miniſter, 
thorized by His Majeſty tc proceed to Paris for that purpole. 

Many circumſtances might have been urged as affording powerful mo 
tives againſt adopting this ſuggeſtion, until the Government of France ha 
given Eine indication of a ſpirit better calculated to promote the ſucce 
of ſuch 2 miſſion, and to meet theſe adyances on the part of Great B 


[ 
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mn The King's deſire for the reſtoration of general peace on juſt and - 
Lourable terms, his concern for the intereſts of his ſubjects, and his 
kermination to leave to his enemies no pretext for imputing to him 
E conſequences of their own ambition, induced him to overlook every 
bh conſideration, and to take a ſtep which theſe reaſons alone could 
wity., 

The repeated endeavours of the French Government to defeat this 
ſion in its cutiet, and to break off the intercourſe thus opened, even 
bore the firſt ſteps towards negotiation could be taken; the indecent 
ad injurious language employed with a view to irritate; the captious 
| frxclous objections ratied for the purpoſe of obſtructing the pro- 
es of the diſcuſſion; all theſe have fufticiently appeared from the 
ficial papers which paſſed on both ſides, and which are known to 
| Lurope. Ez 

But above all, the abrupt termination of the negotiation has afforded 
mo concluſive proof, that at no period of it was any real wiſh for 
zce entertained on the part of the French Government. 

Aer repeated evalion and delay, the Government had at length con- 
ted to cllabliſh, as the baſis of the negotiation, a principle propoſed by 
is Majeſty, liberal in its own nature, equitable towards his enemies, aad 
culated to provide for the intereſts of his allies, and of Europe. It 
ad been agreed that compenſation ſhould be made to France, by propor- 
able reſtitutions from His Majeſty's conqueſts on that power, for thoſe 
magements to which ſhe ſhould be called upon to conſent, in order to 
fy the juſt pretenſions of his allies, and to preſerve the political ba- 
nde of Europe. At the deſire of the French Government itſelf, me- 
ei ral were preſented by His Majeſty's Miniſter, which contained the 
lines of terms of peace, grounded on the baſis fo eitabliſhed, and in 
ach His Majeſty propoſed to carry to the utmoſt poſſible extent the ap- 
bation of a principle ſo equitable with reſpect to France, and fo liberal 
n His Majeſty's part. The delivery of theſe papers was accompanied. 
Va declaration expreſsly and repeatedly made both verbally and in writ- 
, that His Majeſty's Miniſter was willing and 5 _ to enter, with 
itt of conciliation and fairneſs, into the diſcuſſion of the different 
puts there contained, or into that of any other propoſal or ſcheme 
| way which the French Government might wiſh to ſubſtitute in 
d place, 


b reply to this communication, he received a demand, in form the 
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* 1 
by it offenſive, and in ſubſtance the moſt extravagant, that ever was made i | | ; 
2 7 courſe of any negotiation. It was peremptorily required of him, . i 
15 at " the very outſet of the buſineſs, when no anſwer had been given by ia 1 + 
. ol rench Government to his firſt propoſal, when he had not even learnt, v4 
hou wy regular ſhape, the nature or extent of the objections to it, and 1 
1 ich leſs received from that Government any other offer or plan of peace. bs 
A 5 in twenty-four hours deliver in a ſtatement of the final terms to | ö 4 
W 5 his Court would in any caſe accede. A demand tending evidently 1 
"wy ut the door to all negotiaticn, to preclude all diſcuſſion, all explana- _ ; 

it, 


, all poſſibility of the amicable adjuſtment of points of difference. WE. 


a lenand in its nature prepoſterous, in its execution impractic able, ſince 1 
4 - plain that no ſuch ultimate reſolution reſpecting a general plan of 24489 
* | 4 = can be rationally formed, much leſs declared, without know- | "Us 4 
ow ary points are principally objected to by the enemy, and what fa- 4 þ 
Ni ; © may be willing to offer in return for conceſſion in thoſe re- 13h 
Having ceclined compliance with this demand, and explained the +» f 5 

. 12 by 


7 


550 PARLIAMENTARY [Couuoxzs Dec. 
reaſons which rendered it inadmiſſible, but having, at the ſame time, ex Mr 
preſsly renewed the declaration of his readineſs to enter into the - i{cuſſion Suppo1 
of the propoſal he had conveyed, or of any other which might be com, 
municated to him, the King's Miniſter received no other ani dcr than a _ 
abrupt command to quit Paris in forty-cipht hours. If, in addition tq abſent 
ſuch an inſult, any farther proof were neceſſary of the diſpoſitions f thoſ ſecond 
by whom it was offered, ſuch proof would be abundantly ſupplied from te rec 
the contents of the note in which this order was conveyed. "The mode of 4 6 
negotiation on which the French Government had itſelf inſiſted is tem Ad © 
rejected, and no practicable means left open for treating with eff: Thi 
The baſis of negotiation ſo recently eſtabliſhed by mutual conſent is ther 
diſclaimed, and, in its room, a principle cdearly inadmiſſible is re-afſertet 
as the only ground on which France can conſent to treat—the very {am 
principle which had been brought forward in reply to His Majeſty's fir Mr. 
overtures from Swiſſerland, which had then been rejected by His Majeſty 1 Subf 
but which now appears never to have been, in fact, abandoned by the Gol. 
vernment of France, however inconſiſtent with that on which they hat lime, b 
expreſsly agreed to treat. Fas ver 
It is therefore neceilary, that all Europe ſhould underſtand, that ut ſucl 
rupture of the negotiation at Paris does not ariſe from the failure of un He 
ſincere attempt on the part of France to reconcile, by fair diſcuſſion, the m 
views and intereſts of the contending powers. Such a diſcuſſion has bei e 
repeatedly invited, and even ſolicited on the part of His Majeſty, but H en lai 
been, in the firſt inſtance, and abſolutely, precluded by the act of thi Mr. 
French Government, | | fances 1 
It ariſes excluſively from the determination of that Government to re F 
ject all means of peace: a determination which appeared but too rongliM © ch | 
in all the preliminary diſcuſſions ; which was clearly manifeſted in the e u the t 
mand of an allimatum made in the very outſet of the. negotiation ; bu Mr. 
which is proved beyond all poſſibility of doubt, by the obitinate adherene¶ dove m 
to a claim, which never can be admitted; a claim, that the conſtruction he H 
which that Government affects to put (though even in that reſpect unſup ou 
ported by the fact) on the internal conttitution of its own country, ſhall t Apre: 
received by all other nations, as paramount to every known principle 0 Mr.“ 


public law in Europe, as ſuperior to the obligations of treaties, to the tis 
of common intereſt, to the moſt preſſing and urgent eonſiderations of go 
neral ſecurity. : | 

On fuch grounds it is that the French Government has abruptly term 
nated a negotiation, which it commenced with reluctance, and conducte 
with every indication of a reſolution to prevent its final ſucceſs. On the: 
motives it is, that the farther effuſion of blood, the continued calamities0 
war, the interruptions of peaeeable and friendly intercourſe among mat 
kind, the prolonged diſtreſſes of Europe, and the accumulated milent 
of France itſelf, are by the government of that country to be juſtin 


to the world, : ; « . 
- His Majeſty, who had entered into the negotiation with good faith 0 

who bas ſuffered no impediment to prevent his proſecuting it with ee“ were 
neſs and ſincerity, has now only to lament its abrupt termination; and n conſe 
renew, in the face of all Europe, the ſolemn declaration, that, whene7e Apree, 
bis enemies ſhall. be diſpoſed to enter on the work of general paciſca r Mr. 
Ma ſpirit of conciliation and equity, nothing ſhH be wanting on his f b conf 
tocgontibute: to the accompliſhi ment of that. great object, with a vic = 
whichgh&has already offered: ſuch conſiderable ſacrifices on his pat» OHM the 
which is now retarded only by the exorbitant pretciafions of his euemits Vor. 


Weſtminſter, 25th Dec. 1796. 
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. Mr. LONG preſented the bill for the better Maintenance and 
oo Support of the Poor, and moved that the bill ſhould be read a firſt 
ume. Agreed to. Mr. Long then faid, that Mr. Pitt, who was 
bent through indiſpoſition, wiſhed the bill to be read a firſt and 
frond time, and committed before the receſs, and recommitted after 
the receſs. He therefore moved that the bill be read, now, a ſe- 
wnd time. Agreed to. 
The commitment of the bill was ordered for Saturday. 


Friday, 3oth December. 


Mr. WHITBREAD ſaid, that as it was generally known that 
2 Subſidiary Treaty at preſent exiſted, and had done ſo for ſome 
ime, between His Majeſty and the Prince of Heſſe Darmſtadt, he 
mas very much ſurprized ſo long a time ſhould have elapſed with- 
wt ſuch treaty, or a copy thereof, having been laid on the table of 
that Houſe. He therefore hoped the right honourable the Chancellor 
«the Exchequer would explain the reaſon why the treaty had not 
teen laid before the Houſe. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that by ſome unexpected circum- 
ances which had occurred, the ratifications had not been exchanged, 
which he believed was the reaſon why the treaty had not been laid 
in the table. 

Mr. WHITBREAD moved, that a copy of the ſubſidiary treaty 
wove mentioned, ſigned on the 9th of June, 1796, be laid before 
lie Houſe. 

Agreed to. | 

Mr. WHITBREAD then ſaid, that the Chancellor of the Ex- 
WMequer had given repeated proofs that he was determined on every 
Kalion that he thought proper, to ſend the money of the people 
(this country out of the nation, for the purpoſe of ſubſidizing foreign 


knowledge or conſent of Parliament. The nature of this treaty 
kl him to ſuppoſe, that amongſt the reſt of the Princes, to whom 
mney had in this way been remitted, there muſt almoſt of courſe 
& ſome to the Prince of Heſſe Darmſtadt. He therefore moved 


Wy there were, as had been iſſued to the Prince of Heſſe Darmſtadt, 
n conſequence of the ſaid treaty.” _ | 

d to. | 
Mr. Chancellor PITT moved the order of the day for taking 
conſideration His Majeſty's ineſſage; it being accordingly read 
m the Chair, he addreſſed the Houſe to the following effect . 
Vor. I. "a 4 C 


Princes, or for any other purpoſes which he liked, without the - 


That an account be laid before the Houſe of ſuch ſums, if 
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The motion which it now becomes my duty to bring forward, in ¶ purſuc 
conſequence of His Majeſty's moſt gracious communication to this WM what | 
Houſe, unqueſtionably involves in it many great and important con. WY nxt | 
fiderations. Whatever difference of opinion may take place upon WM uni. 
many of the topics to which I ſhall be under the neceſſity of advert. WM thoug! 
ing, there is one circumſtance on the preſent occaſion, in which un. Wi « the 
fortunately we muſt all agree, in viewing with the deepeſt regret the ¶ ance o 
ſudden ſtop which lias been put to that negotiation, by which ve ret 
fondly hoped we ſhould at laſt have been rclieved from the contett WM nothir 
in which we for ſome time paſt have been engaged; a conteſt into peace, 
which we were forced againſt our will; a conteſt produced by the When 
manifeſt and repeated aggreſſions of an imperious enemy; a con- 2nd th 
teſt undertaken on our part from motives of inevitable neceſſity ; ¶ peace | 
undertaken to preſcrve and maintain our independent rights and li- tare c 
berties as a nation; undertaken to preſerve the very exiſtence of due re 
our civil Conſtitution ; undertaken in defence of the general po- ben 
licy and ſecurity of Europe; undertaken from a due and facred v wh 
regard to that good faith which we had pledged to our allies ; it was, Wi :hribe 
Sir, from the union of all theſe cauſes, from the combination of all 
theſe powerful motives, we were forced into a ſtate of warfare, and 
while theſe cauſes and motives continued to operate, we likewiſe 
were determined to perſevere. At the ſame time, however, that 
we were determined with manly courage to perſevere, while war 
ſhould continue to be a matter of neceſſity, it was a perſeverence 
carried on under the hope and with of accelerating and embracing 
the carlieſt opportunity of making a ſecure and permanent peace; 
but unfortunately, in conſequence of what has recently taken place, 
we are for the preſent again diſappointed. Whatever has been the 
cauſe of this diſappointment, and the cauſe of it I ſhall preſent! 
have occaſion to ſtate, it is a diſappointment which every man % 
reflection muſt deeply feel, and none ſurely more than myſelf. Ad 
ditional anxiety, indeed, attaches itſelf to me in conſequence of m) 
perſonal ſituation ; but, as I have juſt remarked, upon general prin 
ciples of humanity, it muſt to every individual be a ſubject of dle 
moſt fincere and unfeigned regret, diſappointment, and mortification 
Let me add, however, by way of conſolation, that it is regret with0! 
deſpondency, it is diſappointment without deſpair. We have 10 
6urſelves to blame for the misfortune ; it ariſes from the abſurd ant 
exorbitant pretenſions of our enemies. Let us now remember di 
duty we come here to perform; we are calmly and impartially t 
review the cauſes which have led to this event; we are to confide 
what are the ſentiments which, from a review of theſe cauſes, 
ought to be induced to entertain: what is the conduct we ought! 
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n WM purſue ; what is the duty we have to perform to His Majeſty ; and 
what additional efforts are ſtill neceſſary to be made. As to the 
next point which I ſhall have to conſider, I cannot expect equal 
unnimity; not, however, that it is much more complicated, al- 
though, undoubtedly, not ſo ſelf-evident. I allude to the failure 
of the negotiation, in point of terms, and which renders a continu- 
nee of the war neceffary ; but have we not the conſolation that the 
zereion has uniformly been on the fide of the enemy, and that 
nothing has been wanting on the part of this country to reftore 
peace, on the grounds on which peace alone would be defirable ? 
When we wiſh for peace, we wiſh for a ſceure and permanent peace, 
ind the ſecure and permanent poſſeſſion of thoſe bleſſings with which 
peace is accompanied. If, with our ardent defire of peace, we 
have qualified the ſteps which we have taken to procure it, by a 
due regard to theſe objects, we fhall not find our endeavour has 
teen without its advantage ; we ſhall have proved to all Europe, 
tb whom ambitious and unreaſonable pretenſions ought to be 
ſeribed; we may expect from the reſult of ſuch a conduct to ſee 
England united, and France divided. In this queſtion, we ſhall 
ure to conſider, not merely what has been our own conduct, or 
nther the conduct of that part of the Government which has the 
management of ſuch concerns, but we ſhall alſo have to confider 
the conduct of the enemy in the manner in which our offers have 
been rejected, in the peremptory and abrupt manner in which the 
tegotiation has been broken off; in having, I ſay, inſulted your 
Ambaſſador, in having rejected your propoſitions, and not produced 
even the ſemblance of terms in return. Under all theſe eĩreum- 
ſtances, I ſhall be aſtoniſhed to find that gentlemen have any thing 
to offer in palliation of ſuch an outrage. They cannot furely as 
men, or as ſtateſmen impreſſed with the feelings of genuine patrio- 
lſm, alledge any thing in extenuation of ſo groſs an inſult offered to 
this country. The two great conſiderations, then, Sir, are, firſt, 
lat ſentiments ought we to expreſs to His Majeſty on this occa- 
bon; and then combining the offers made by His Majeſty with the 
enduct that has been adopted on the part of his enemies, what is 
tte duty we are bound to perform for the purpoſe of ſecuring our 
on happineſs and proſperity, and preſerving our own liberties and 
dependence. It will not be neceſſary, I preſume, to ſtate particu- 
lly the ſteps which were taken by His Majeſty and his ally the 
Emperor, at an carly period of the conteſt. We are all aware, that 
u March, 1796, an offer was made to treat in that way which 
been the moſt accuſtomed, which has been ſanctioned by the 
Wage and practice, and approved by the general experience of 
4C3 
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nations. That offer was met, on the part of the enemy, by ad- dum © 
vancing a Preliminary, which, whatever-cavils, (excuſe the expre(. in for 
ſion,) whatever opinion may be entertained relative to it, by any power 
Member of this Houſe, is of ſuch a nature, that no man living can quoting 
ſeriouſly juſtify and ſupport it. The anſwer to Mr. Wickham i; WM vthe 1 
founded upon what France chuſes to call the law by which ſhe is if the Co 
inviolably bound. What law? A private law of their own making, Britant 
a mere internal regulation! This, Sir, is the aſſertion of a principle Wi fition o 
at once annulling all treaties, in open defiance of the independant WM cried 
rights of Europe, and the univerſally received maxims and laws of Wi won, 
nations; ſuch a principle can never be defended. It is ſtated in potenti 
the recital of His Majeſty's declaration, that His Majeſty the Em- aplica 
peror, in ſpite of that anſwer, and which certainly more particularly the D 
applied to him, at the opening of the campaign, and ſubſcquent i writer 
the expiration of the armiſtice, ſhewed his readineſs to co-operate Wi {end hi 
with His Britannic Majeſty, in the ſame deſirable purſuit. This been tl 
offer, I obſerve, was made immediately after the armiſtice, at the Miaiſt 
beginning of this trying, this eventful year, the events of which enough 
have ſo completely eſtabliſhed the high character of that Court and temper 
Monarch, at a time when his hopes were higheſt, and no reverſe of they p 
fortune had yet taken place. How was this offer received ? In tie made ? 
ſame manner our own was treated: not, indeed in all reſpeas ; fo « peac 
though the anſwer was nearly in the ſame tone, and talked of e ¶ « tue 
. infincerity of the offer, there were added ſeveral objections in point had be 
of form and etiquette as to the name and ſtile of the Dire&orr. ws gr 
The reſult of the whole was, that they gave no credit to his fince- 
rity ; but if he was ſerious he might ſend a Plenipotentiary to Paris, 
to treat with them in a manner conſiſtent with the laws of France! 
His Majeſty has told the world in his declaration, that in ſpite of 
all theſe diſcouraging circumſtances, yet in hopes that the calami 
ties of war might at laſt create on the part of France, a diſpoſitio 
which might lead to peace, he, again, without any invitation fro 
the enemy, without their having retracted one forbidding or un 
friendly ſentiment, renewed his propoſal for opening a negotiatio 
in another form. The circumſtance deſerves to be particular 
mentioned. When debates took place here, whether it was at al 
conſiſtent with policy to open a negotiation, it was contended tha 
the mere idea of opening a negotiation by no means implied a1) 
thing humiliating There were in practice, it was ſaid, varie 
; ways of ſounding Courts and Governments, for the purpoſe of be 
coming acquainted with their real intentions and diſpoſitions: bu 
if there was any one mode more unexceptionable than another, ! 
- was that which was next adopted, an application through the 0 
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zum of a neutral Miniſter, in order to eſtabliſh, on an equal foot- 
ing, ſome reciprocal mode of mutual arrangement, and that neutral 
yer was fixed upon, which ſome gentlemen were in the habit of 
quoting, as affording a ſtriking illuſtration of the attention of France 
v the rights of neutral and independent nations. The Miniſter of 
the Court of Denmark made an application in the name of His 
Intannie Majeſty, not even expreſſing a deſire to know the diſpo- 
ion of the enemy, or the means by which a negotiation might be 
arried on, or any one point which might reciprocally be touched 
pon, but merely to know if they would ſend paſſports for a Pleni- 
wtentiary to be ſent by His Majeſty to Paris. How, Sir, was this 
plication received? For ſome time no anſwer was made, at laſt 
te Daniſh Miniſter is informed, not by a written anſwer to a 
ritten note, but verbally, that if a Miniſter was ſent, they might 
ſnd him paſſports when he arrived at their frontiers If there had 
been the moſt remote defire on the part of His Majeſty and his 
Miniſters to retard the progreſs of the negotiation, was not this 
enough to juſtify them in abandoning the attempt? From ſuch a 
temper of mind being diſplayed on the part of the enemy, could 
they poſſibly have been blamed, had no farthes. overtures been 
made ? But ſo anxious were they, if poſſible, to obtain the bleſſings 
d peace, that they reſolved to ſurmount theſe difficulties, and a flag 
of truce was ſent over, charged with a commiſſion ſimilar to what 
had been given to the Danith Miniſter. After a time, the requeſt 
vas granted by the French Government, not willingly, but of ne- 
ellity—for from the various circumſtances both antecedent and ſub- 


{quent to former applications, they found themſelves compelled to 
wmply with it. We then had a way opened to bring forward 
popofitions, but under circumſtances which afforded no great hopes 
cf leading to a ſpeedy accommodation; rather the reverſe. There 
wuld be but ſmall expectations they would keep pace with our ad- 
ances, as from the general complexion of the buſineſs, it appeared 
probable, that to afford any chance of ſucceſs at all, it would remain 
wth His Majeſty to bring forward ſpecific terms. In this difficult 
itvation, the firſt object of His Majeſty's Plenipotentiary was to do 
What is conformable to common ſenſe and eſtabliſhed uſage in ſuch 
aſes, but which now became peculiarly neceſſary; I mean, to fix 
ome acknowledged baſis, upon which each party might come for- 
Fad with ſome degree of certainty of arriving at the deſired object. 
[tis unneceſſary ſurely to bring forward precedents to ſhew the pro- 
Mety of this mode of conduct. How reaſonable is it in itſelf, in 


er to avoid the labyrinth of impertinent or unneceſſary diſcuſſion, | 


bat we ſhould be furniſhed with a clue for our conduct and direc- 
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tion! But how peculiarly neceſſary was it, when we had nothing 
to aſk for ourſelves, but, on the contrary, much to give away 
When, however, for our ally, there was ſomething which in honoy 
we were bound to aſk ; When, for the general intereſts and publi 
tranquillity of Europe, there was much to aſk ! when we had tg 
combat prineiples fo hoſtile to the laws of nations, to the good fait 
of independent Powers, and the inviolability of the moſt important 
and ſacred treaties. What then, Sir, is the baſis propoſed ? „ Thay 
« compenſation ſhould be made to France by proportionable reſi 
4 tution from His Majeſty's conqueſts on that power, for thoſe ar 
&« rangements to which ſhe ſhould be called upon to conſent in orde 
« to ſatisfy the juſt pretenſions of his allies, and to preſerve the 
« political balance of Europe.” In this there is to be found ne 
motive of low, ſordid, and ſelfiſh intereſt; we propoſed to give up 
what the valour of England had acquired, not to aggrandize our 
ſelves in any other manner, but to preſerve our good faith to thoſe 
who have a right to rely on it, and to promote the general ſecurit 
and happineſs of Europe. To act on truer principles of nation: 
honour is utterly impoſſible. It does happen, Sir, that in the courſe 
of the diſeuſſion an additional proof is given of the inveterate dif 
poſition of the enemy; before it could poſſibly be underſtood that 
this was meant to be rejected, they make a call on His Majeſty: 
Plenipotentiary for his ultimatum within twenty-four hours ; but 
this, either from the firm conduct which Lord Malmeſbury adopted 
or from ſome unknown prudential reaſon, was not inſiſted upon 
Still, however, this baſis was net agreed to. Let us recollect what 
was the opinion of the public on the occafion. I ſpeak only 0 
what was the general line of opinion, and I at leaſt know not tl 
perſon who was not perſuaded that this baſis was not acceded to 0 
the part of the enemy. Theſc, however, who, in this country, at 
in the habit of approving the conduct of the French, (I ſpeak n 
now of what paſſes within theſe walls, but of the diſcuſſion whit 
takes place in pamphlets and other publications, ) thoſe Engliſh Ad 
vocates of French principles and practice, openly condemned dt 
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offered bafis as altogether unreaſonable, and juſtified the conduct es, 
the French in rejecting it. His Majeſty's Miniſters, neverthelelsPiniſters 
perſevered : the Freneh, at laſt, unequivocally acknowledged ailing fr 
received it, becauſe, Sir, they could not refuſe it upon any approee em; 
principle, and thus afforded the ſtrongeſt poſſible proof of the olieregiat theſe 
baſis being fair and reaſonable. The baſis being thus accepred ch thy 
acknowledged, it became a queſtion what ſhould be the partie ao o. 
terms. According to the eſtabliſned uſage of negotiation, par” men to e 
lar terms are never mentioned by either party at the autſet; yet a tener 
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nihſtanding all the advantages that had been given up, and all the 
anceſſions already made, what is the demand of the enemy? That 
tithout any diſcloſure of terms, or even opinion on their part, and 
merely after a ſlow and formal acknowledgement of the baſis, His 
Majeſty's Plenipotentiary ſhould ſpecifically bring forward the terms 
ofthe Britiſh Cabinet. It is unncceſſary to ſtate how great the pre- 
ininary Gifhcultics in bringing forward terms are in all caſes, eon- 
kquently at all times it has been uſual to divide them, and each 
arty has offered his terms gs nearly at the ſame time as poſſible. 
There is in any other mode a material advantzge conceded, parti- 
wlarly when one party is thus called upon to give the value at which 
te eſtimates the conqueſts he has made; and how much more is 
this advantage augmented, when no real individual benefit is to be 
(rived to the party making the propoſition, and when he has to 
ſroggle againſt a manifeſt and rooted inveteracy and animoſity on 
te part of the enemy ! Notwithſtanding all theſe diſcouragements, 
tis Majeſty's Plenipotentiary, in conformity to the eſtabliſhed baſis, 
and from the ſame motives by which he was all along aQuated, de- 
Ivered in two confidental notes, one ſigned, and the other not, but 
neloſed in that which was figncd. The firſt relates to the terms 
« peace between this country and France; the other comprehends 
lie intereſts of His Majeſty's allies. They were thus ſeparated ; 
tecauſe, though upon the whole they are to be connected in any ge- 
ſeral view of the ſubject, yet they ought to be taken as originally 
erent, Ia the firſt paper, mutual ceſſions are propoſed and de- 
Manded. By a tide of adverſe fortune on the continent, which 
Werwards indeed was in a conſiderable degree reverſed, a great part 
tte Emperor's dominions, and ſome German Principalities, re- 
aned in poſſeſſion of the French. On the other hand, by a fimi- 
r tide of ſucceſs on the part of this country, ſometimes indeed in- 
Mupted and obſtructed by temporary cauſes, but not materially, 
de valour of His Majeſty's forces gave to this country, almoſt all 
de colonial pofſeflions of the enemy; a ſucceſs of which there are 
At two inſtances in the hiſtory of this country. In ſuch circum- 
ances, what was this country called upon to do? His Majeſty's 
Iniſters, feeling in the moſt ſenſible manner all the temporary evils 
nung from the war, the occaſional ſtagnation of Commerce, and 
de embarraſſments attending public and private credit, ſtill felt 
At theſe diſtreſſes did not altogether proceed from that ſource to 
ah they have been ſo frequently attributed; they were ſtill ſenſi- 
Uſo of the truth of what it has been the faſhion of ſome gentle- 
to eſteem a paradox, that accidental embarraſſments produced 
"Finally bad commercial confequenees, no permanent diſtreſs, 
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no ſerious decay. When theſe temporary embarraſſments began to Wl der 
diſappear, the ſituation of the country gave us ſome well-groundeg s 
intimation of the real cauſe, and a ſpirit has been ſhewn, that never Wl HS © 
was exceeded. I do not ſtate theſe circumſtances, to give any one t, 
an idea that I do not ardently wiſh for peace, but to ſhew that ve ben © 
are not yet arrived at ſo deplorable a ſtate of wretchedneſs and abaſe- tained 
ment, as to be compelled to make any inſecure and diſhonourable at t 
compromiſe. What, on the other hand, was the ſituation of the f co 
encmy? T hey at firſt indeed were enabled to employ gigantic al tha 
means of ſupport, which, from their extravagant nature, were tem. p. 
porary, not permanent. They find alſo the additional expedient faces 
of diſſeminating new, unheard of, deſtructive principles ; theſe they * den 
poured fourth from the interior of France, into all the quarters of iderty 
Europe, where no rampart could be raiſed to oppoſe the dangerous, ud pr 
the fatal inundation. Although madneſs and fanaticiſm carried the per 
them thus far for a time, yet no rational man will deny that thoſe trepidit 
perſons formed a fair and reaſonable concluſion, who thought that id, s 
ſuch reſources could not be attended with either duration or ſtabi-· Wb facri 
lity. I need hardly recur to the ſubject of French finance, though MW "vrabi 
it has a very conſiderable effect indeed upon the queſtion. I have pol 
on this ſubje& been accuſed of bringing forward groundleſs ſurmiſes, Mi dt, 
of uſing fanciful reaſoning, of ſtating elaborate theories without au- mandec 
thority. I- have even been complimented on my dexterity at this 
ſort of argument, for the kind purpoſe of afterwards converting it 
into ridicule ; but I ſhall not now ſtop to confirm what in this re- 
ſpe I have formerly afferted ; I may ſurely, however, ſuppoſe that 
the admiſſions of tho Executive Directory are true, particularly when 
officially conveyed in the form of a meſſage to one of their councils, 
Are we told by themſelves, that the only pay of their troops are 
the horrors of nakedneſs and famine ; that their ſtate contraQtors, 
their judges, and all other public functionaries, receive no part of 
their ſalaries ; that the roads are impaſſable, that the public hoſpt- 
tals and general intereſts of charity are totally neglected, that nothing, 
in ſhort, remains in a ſtate of organization but murder and aſſaſſim- 
tion? Is this a true picture drawn by themſelves, and can this be 
the time for Europe to proſtrate itſelf at the foot of France? An 
honourable Baronet (Sir W. Pulteney) formerly expreſſed a doubt 
whether we ought to have gone ſo far as we did without the imme: 
diate co-operation of the Emperor; I ſhall not argue the point 
but make uſe of the opinion, and aſſert that theſe conſiderations | 
have now mentioned; furniſh ſtrong ground of argument why inthe 
preſent ſituation we ought not to deſert a magnanimous Prince, why 
we ought not to deſtroy the balance of power in Europe. 
1 
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ervation of this balance of power, it is ſaid, has produced all the 
jars of Europe for two hundred years paſt, and yet we may be per- 
haps defired by ſome gentlemen on the preſent occaſion to concede 
what, on the juſteſt principle, never could be conceded by our anceſ- 
fers confiſtently with general peace and ſecurity, and what was main- 
fined by them at ſo great an expence of blood and treaſure ; and at 
what time are we to make this conceſſion ? when the enemy him- 
kf comes forward abſolutely in forma pauperis, and yet demands 
| that would be due to the greateſt and moſt brilliant ſucceſs. I 
now proceed to conſider what we have demanded under the circum- 
ances above ſtated. We had nothing, Sir, of our own to demand; 


1 we demanded the return of no antient poſſeſſions; we ſued not for 
of WY liberty to maintain our independence, to reject the fraternal embrace, 
s, nd prevent the organization of treaſon. Theſe do not reſt upon 
ee permiſſion of the enemy; they depend upon the valour, the in- 
de pidity and the patriotiſm of the people of this country. We de- 
at ird, Sir, only to preſerve our good faith inviolate, and were ready 
vi. WT facrifice all our own advantages, to obtain what we could not ho- 
oh WW urably give away without the conſent of the Emperor. Could 


e poſſibly aſk leſs at the outſet of a negotiation ? I touch, no 
fubt, upon a delicate ſubject, but J aſk, could we even have de- 
manded the conſent of the Emperor to aſk leſs? Whatever might 
his WW fave been the diſpoſition of the Emperor to peace, would he have 
it den content to agree to inferior terms, when the campaign was 
re- ut yet cloſed—when the enemy were yet ſtruck with the effects 
hat WW the brilliant and glorious ſucceſs with which the Imperial arms 
ven luxe lately been attended on the fide of the Rhine, when the exer- 
ils, ins in Italy might have been expected to communicate to the af- 
are bis of Auſtria in that quarter, the ſame tide of victory by which 
ns, WM": frontiers of Germany were diſtinguiſhed? Could we have aſked 
tr conſiſtently with the good faith we owe to that ally, to whoſe 
pi aertions and to whoſe victories we have been ſo much indebted ; 
no, ba aly to whom we are ſo cloſely bound by congenial feelings, with 
na- Mom we participate in the glory of adverſity retrieved, and of pro- 
be Pity reſtored? In doing this, I am confident the Houſe will 
An der in thinking that we do not do too much. By the terms pro- 
abt AP" all the territory between the Rhine and the Moſelle was to be 
me⸗ coded by P rance, ſubject to future modification. When the French 
Mqueſts in Italy were ſtated as objects of reſtitution, it was not 
mom that to be inferred that Savoy and Nice were included, for in 
V geographical view could they be conſidered as component parts of 
country. All the propoſitions underwent diſcuſſion between 
e te of His Majeſty and the French Miniſter; only 
OL. I. 4 D | 
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the Britiſh Miniſter informed the Miniſter of France, that as 10 
the Netherlands, His Majeſty could, on no account, retra® any pan 
of his propoſitions, but that every thing elſe ſhould be ſubject to 
modification. Theſe offers, Sir, I maintain to have been extremely 
liberal in their principle, and more ſo, when we conſider the appli 
cation of it. We carried the principle of compenſation to the fulleſt 
extent, when we offered to give up all that we had taken, reſerving 
one ſubject only for conſideration, which depended on a treaty, and 
which I ſhall preſently mention; and we aſked no more than what 
by the ſtricteſt ties of juſtice and honour we were bound to demand, 


Let me appeal to every one preſent if this conduct was not fair, juſt, iſ rant 
and reaſonable ; if it did not beſpeak ſincere intentions and an am- Upon 
ious wiſh on the part of His Majeſty to procure peace, conſiſtently nud re: 
with good faith and ſecurity to himſelf and his allics, and if it was fror 
not entitled to a candid reception from the enemy! As to the value extent 
of the French poſſeſſions which we offered to give up, it muſt be Houſe 
confeſſed that the ſame evils with which France has been affficed r:9:cf 
have been extended to the colonial poſſeſſions; they have undoubtedly with r: 
been much depreciated, much impoveriſhed ; but after all, they ati allies ; 
of infinite importance to the commerce and marine of France. WW cow he 
The valuable poſt of St. Domingo; the military and commercial nence: 
advantages of Martinique; the peculiarly favourable military "1 carr 
ſituation of St. Lucia; the importance of Tobago to this country mal! 
when we combine theſe, and place them in an united point of vies Wi pence 
we have ſome reaſon to doubt whether there was not ſome degree oil Howe. 
boldneſs on the part of His Majeſty's Miniſters to make ſuch ore Vole 
tures ; we have ſome reaſon to ſuſpe& the wiſdom of the meaſure ih © our 
rather than to cavil at the inſufficiency of the offer. I come n ich 
more particularly to mention what relates to the Spaniſh part of &. | 
Domingo, in the late negotiation. By a former treaty with Spain u the | 
made at the peace of Utrecht, in the year 15 13, Spain engages 10 * the f 
to alienate any of her poſſeſſions in America and the Weſt Inde ® ally. 
without the conſent of Great Britain. Have we not then a rig" ® herſc 
to take advantage of this circumſtance, on the preſent occaſion, ani Place 
to hold out our conſent to this alienation, as a part of the com} ſtore 
ſation offered vn the part of this country ? In what conſiſts the f vd eff 
of the French to the Spaniſh parts of St. Domingo? Is it the be 
of poſſeſſion ? No! they never yet have been in poſſeſſion; is a too 1 
then merely the right of title? No! for their title is derived f ure 
the alienation of the Spaniards, who had no right to transfer dent, e 
without the conſent of this country. But it may be faid that f kgent 
treaty is old and obſolete ; on the contrary, having been kept | faint, 
ered up to the year 1796, it has gained ſtrength by a long pre waer 
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tion ; beſides it has been recognized and confirmed at the end of 
every war fince that time, and particularly fo in the definitive treaty 
of 1783- But it may be objected, and has indeed been urged on 
this occaſion, that England herſelf has violated this treaty in the 
tranſaction of Penſacola and Florida; but this argument depends 
on an obvious fallacy. The agreement with reſpect to Spaniſh 
dominions in America and the Weſt Indies was made between this 
wuntry and Spain; now, although the two parties to the agreement 
may, by conſent at pleaſure, modify their reſpective intereſts, it does 
wt follow that either party can, without the conſent and to the diſ- 
advantage of the other, introduce the intereſts of third parties. 
Upon every view of this ſubject, then, I aſk if we have not a fair 
nd reaſonable right to avail ourſelves of the advantages ariſing to 
w from the treaty of Utrecht? Sir, I think, that from the great 
extent of the ſubjeR, it will be unneceſſary for me to trouble the 
Houſe with any farther obſervation on that part of it ; but I muſt 
requeſt the attention of the Houſe to the nature of the terms propoſed 
ith reſpect to the meditated peace between this country and her 
lies; and firſt with reſpect to Holland, a country which, although 
tow hoſtile to us, I cannot help conſidering as having, at the com- 
nencement of the preſent war, been concerned in alliance with us 
In carrying it on, and connected in our intereſt by every tie of in- 
ternal policy —a country which is now only oppoſed to us in conſe- 
quence of the reſtraint impoſed by the overbearing arms of France. 
However, Sir, notwithſtanding Holland was our ally, and an ally, 
whoſe protection againſt the common enemy was one of the cauſes 
our entering into the war ; yet, as circumſtances have occurred, 
mich have compelled Holland to become the enemy of this coun- 
ty, I muſt, of neceſſity, treat her as ſuch ; I muſt conſider her 
n the relation, in which ſhe ſtands with reſpect to France, though 
the ſame time I cannot bring myſelf to forget ſhe was formerly 
a ally, whoſe friendſhip was attended with reciprocal advantages 
v herſelf and to this country. I am ſatisfied, if it were poſſible to 
place Holland in the ſituation in which ſhe formerly ſtood, and to 
ſtore her legitimate government, not nominally, but permanently 
ud effeQually, that ſuch a reſtoration would undoubtedly redound 
b the advantage of this country. But as it is perhaps a queſtion 
f too remote conti ngency to conſider the advantage which we ſhould 
Cure by the reſtoration of Holland to her former ſyſtem, ſuch an 
"ent, either nominally or really, being extremely unlikely under the 
Fcſent aſpect of things, I ſhall therefore refrain from arguing the 
pint, Now, Sir, as to the conduct purſued on the part of this 
Wan, with regard to her connections with other powers, and ſup- 
5 N 4D 2 
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poſing for the preſent that Holland may for a time remain ſubjeg 
to France, I may be allowed to affert that the terms propoſed by 
this country, on behalf of her allies, were ſuch as could only he 
dictated by a principle of moderation, of difintereſtedneſs, and ons 
neſt deſire for peace. This country having nothing to afk for her. 
ſelf, was induced to ſurrender a conſiderable part, nay almoſt the 
whole of her acquiſitions, for the purpoſe of inducing the French 
to give up to our allies that territory ſhe has wreſted from them, 
But with reſpect to the principle of compenſation to Holland, 
nothing: better could have been adopted, than not to give to Hol. 
land a part of the foreign poſſeſſions which we had taken from her; 
poſſeſſions which Holland had no right to aſk for itſelf, and which 
France had no right to demand for Holland. We ought to con- 
fider that thoſe poſſeſſions, with regard to which no relation was to 
be admitted, were to be retained, in order that they might not be- 
come acquiſitions to the French Government. In refuſing to yield 
them up, we only refuſe to put into the hands of the enemy the 
means. of carrying into effect the deep-laid ſchemes of ambition 
they have long cheriſhed, and the plan they have conceived of un- 
dermining our Indian empire, and deſtroying our Indian com- 
meree, by -ceding out of our own hands, what may be deemed the 
bulwark of the wealth of this country, and the ſecurity of the In- 
dian empire. Theſe, indeed, were refuſed to be given up to our 
enemies ; but every thing elſe which the valour and the arms of this 
country had acquired, which was valuable, was propoſed to be made 
matter of negotiation. This, Sir, was the nature of the propoli- 
tions made at the very firſt moment when the negotiation was com- 
menced : and I again ſubmit to the final deciſion of the Houſe, 
whether a propoſition, including the reſtoration of every thing valu- 
able which we had acquired, except that which we could not forego 
without manifeſt detriment to the moſt important intereſts of the 
country, in liberality, and fincerity. Sir, I muſt beg leave to ob- 
ſerve, that on this part of the ſubje& I have been the more anxious 
to be explicit, becauſe it is that part on which I lay the more part- 
cular ſtreſs, as tending to prove to the Houſe, that every thing va 
done at the commencement, every thing diſtinctly ſtated, on which 
this country was willing to enter upon a negotiation. I am the mor 
deſirous of impreſſing the Houſe with this part of my argument, be- 
cauſe I feel it material in order to enable them to form a determi 
nate preciſe idea of the character and prominent features of the neg# 
tiation irfelf. In return to the ſtatements of compenſation pro- 
poſed by this country, the French Government preſented no r 
of their own, they afforded no room for Yiſcuſſion, becauſe di 
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gere actuated by motives very diſtant from conciliation. This 
much I have thought it neceſſary to ſtate, in vindication of the 
character of myſelf and colleagues, that the Houſe may be enabled 
w ſee that we never loſt ſight of the idea of a peace advantageous 
fr our allies, ſafe for Europe, and honourable to this country. 
With regard to any ſpecific terms of peace, which it might be proper 
to adopt or refuſe, I do not think it would be wiſe for the Houſe to 
pronounce. This may till be conſidered as a dormant negotiation, 
apable of being renewed ; and it would be impolitic to give a 
ledge to any ſpecific terms to which it might be impoſſible to ad- 
here, and which can never be incurred without raſhneſs. No man 
an be pledged to any particular terms, becauſe in theſe he muſt be 
rided by a view of collateral circumſtances, and a comparative 
ſatement of reſources. All that I wiſh Parliament to pronounce 
is that they will add their teſtimony to the ſincerity with which His 
Majeſty has endeavoured to reſtore peace to Europe, and their ap- 
probation of the ſteps which were employed for its attainment, 
But even after their rejection of every propoſition that was ad- 
need, after all the difficulties they ſtarted, after all the cavils they 
employed, after all the diſcouragements which they preſented, when, 
t laſt, the French Government had been compelled to open the 
diſcuſſion, the firſt thing that happens, after requiring a note con- 
lining ſpecific propoſals, is a captious demand to have it ſigned by 
Lord Malmeſbury. This demand was complied with to deprive 
dem of every pretence for breaking off the negotiation, and imme- 
lately they call for an ultimatum in twenty-four hours. The im- 
pollibility of complying with ſuch a demand is obvious. Was it 
pſſible to reconcile diſcordancics, to ſmooth oppoſition, or pronounce 
wood underſtanding in this manner? Does it come within the ſcope 
> the negotiation ? Is an ultimatum, which means that demand 
Mich is to come the neareſt to the views of all parties, and to ſtate 
e loweſt terms which could be offered, thus to be made out at ran- 
wm, without knowing what the enemy would concede on their part, 
er what they would accept on ours? A propoſal, drawn up in ſuch 
manner, without explanation, without information, could have no 
od effect. It is a demand contrary to all reaſon and to all prin- 
ale. With ſuch a demand, therefore, it was impoſſible to com- 


My; and in conſequence of this, Lord Malmeſbury received orders. 


0 quit Paris in forty- eight hours, and the territories of che Republic 
® ſoon as poſſible. | 5 
Perhaps, however, I ſhall be told, that the negotiation is hot 
en off, and that the French Government have pointed ont a 
x baſis upon which they are ſtill willing to proceed. I here are 
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two things upon this ſubje& not unworthy of conſideration. Th 
time at which they propoſe this new baſis, and what ſort of baſis 
is that they propoſe. After having approved and acted upon the 
balis propoſed by His Majeſty's Government ; after having a 
knowledged, and, to all appearance, cordially acquieſced in it, 

the ground of negotiation ; after having demanded an ultimatum 
the very commencement 'of this negotiation, and before any dif. 
cuſſion had taken place, to be delivered in to the Directory, in the 
ſpace of twenty-four tours ; and after diſiniſſing the Ambaſſador gf 
the King with every mark of ignominy and inſult, they propoſe a 
new bafis, by which the negoti2tion is to be carried on by means of 
couriers. And what is the reaſon they aſſign for this new baſis? 
Becauſe Lord Malmeſbury acted in a capacity purely paſſive, and 
becauſe he could aſſent to nothing without diſpatching couriers to 
obtain the ſanction of his Court. Here one cannot help remarking 
the ſtudied perverſeneſs of the temper of the French Government, 
When a courier was diſpatched to Paris, at the inſtance of the Mi. 
niſter of a neutral power, in order to get a paſſport from the French 
Government, it was denied. A courier could not even obtain a 
paſſport, though the application was made to the Executive Diree- 
tory through the medium of the Daniſh Miniſter. The requeſt of 
the Daniſh Miniſter was not enough ; nothing would fatisfy- them 
but a Britiſh Miniſter. Well, a Britiſh Miniſter was ſent. At 
the commencement of the negotiation he had occaſion frequently to 
fend diſpatches to his Court, becauſe it is very well known that 
there are a great number of difficulties which attend the opening of 
every negotiation, and becauſe Lord Malmeſbury had been ſent to 
Paris before the preliminaries, which are uſually ſettled by means of 
couriers, were arranged. While theſe preliminaries were in: 
courſe of ſettling, Lord Malmeſbury's preſence was barely en- 
dured, and the frequent diſpatches of his couriers were ſubjects af 
anĩmadverſion; but no ſooner were theſe preliminaries ſettled, and 
the Britiſh Miniſter delivered in a projet, when there was leſs necel- 
ſity for diſpatching couriers, when the period for diſcuſſion was .- 
rived, when the perſonal preſence of an Ambaſſador was particu- 
larly neceſſary, and when the King's Miniſters announced to the 
French Government that he was prepared to enter into diſcuſſion 
upon the official memorials containing his projet, than he was di- 
dered to quit Paris, and leave the negotiation to be carried on b 
means of couriers. Such is the preciſe form, and it was impoſſible 
to deviſe a better, in which a ſtudied inſult, refined and matured by 
the French Directory, was offered to his Britannic Majeſty. I roh 
come to ſtate the broad plain ground on which the queſtion reſts, 4 
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&r as the terms upon which we are invited to treat on this new baſis 
re concerned. After having ſtarted a variety of captious objeCtions 
t the opening of the negotiation, after the preliminaries were with 
much difficulty adjuſted, after an ultimatum was demanded, almoſt 
fore diſcuſſion had commenced, after the King's Miniſter was or- 
kred, in the moſt inſulting manner, to leave the territories of 
France, after a retraction by the Executive Directory of the original 
aſs of negotiation, and the ſubſtitution of a new one in its place, 
hey demand not as an imatum, but as a preliminary, to be per- 
mitted to retain all thoſe territories of which the chance of war has 
ven them a temporary poſſeſſion, and reſpecting which they have 


is WW thought proper, contrary to every principle of equity and the re- 
and Wi ceived laws of nations, to paſs a conſtitutional law, declaring, as 
su they interpret it, that they ſhall not be alienated from the Republic. 
ing WW Now whether this be the principle of their Conſtitution or not, 
ent. WW won which I ſhall afterwards have occaſion to make ſome obſer- 
Mi- 


ions, it was at leaſt naturally to be ſuppoſed that the principle 
nch ud been virtually ſet aſide when the former baſis of negotiation 
in 2 i recognized by the French Directory; for it muſt have been a 
rec frnge admiſſion of the principle of reciprocal compenſations in- 
lt of WM feed, if they were obliged by the rules of their Conſtitution to 
hem win all thoſe conqueſts which we were moſt bound in duty and 
At Wn honour to inſiſt upon their giving up, (not by any myſtery of a 
ly to BM ten Conſtitution, which is little known, and even among thoſe 
that WW vho know it, of doubtful interpretation, but by public and known 
g of gagements) ; and if they were under the ſame conſtitutional ne- 
elity, which they certainly are, of demanding the reſtitution of 
boſe colonies formerly in their poſſeſſion, but which they have 
ſt in the courſe of the war. Notwithſtanding, however, their 
davowal of this principle in the admiſſion of the former bafis of 
de negotiation, it is now alledged as a ground for the pretenſion, 
lat they are entitled, as a matter of right, to demand from this 
Untry, not as an ultimatum, but as a preliminary to the diſcuſſion 
0 any articles of treaty, that we ſhall make no propoſals incon- 
ſtent with the laws and conſtitution of France. I know of no 
ay of nations which can in the remoteſt degree countenance ſuch 
i ferverſe and monſtrous claim. The annexation of territory 10 


5 State by the Government of that State during the continuance 
n ede war in which they have been acquired, can never confer a 
ſible eam which ſuperſedes the treaties of their powers, and the known 
ed by ind public obligations of the different nations of Europe. It is 
= mpoſſible, in the nature of things, that the ſeparate act of a 


ite Government can operate to the diflulution of the ties 
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ſubſiſting between other Governments, and to the abrogation of tre: 
ties previouſly concluded : and yet this is the pretenſion to whi 
the French Government lay claim, and the acknowledgement « 
which they hold out not as an ultimatum, but as a preliminary « 
negotiation to the King of Great Britain and his allies. In m 
opinion there is no principle of the law of nations clearer than this 
that when, in the courſe of war any nation acquires new poſſeſſions 
that ſuch nation has only temporary right to them, and that they d 
not become property till the end of the war, This principle is in 
controvertible, and founded upon the nature of things. For, ſur 
poſing pofſeſſions thus acquired to be immediately annexed to th 
territory of the ſtate by which the conqueſt was made, and that th 
conqueror was to inſiſt upon retaining them, becauſe he had paſſe 
a law that they ſhould not be alienated, might not the neighbourin 
powers, or even the hoſtile power, aſk——Who gave you a right tt 
paſs this law? What have we to do with the regulations of you 
municipal law? Or, what authority have you, as a ſeparate fate 
by any annexation of territory to your dominions, to cancel exiſting 
treaties, and to deſtroy the equilibrium eſtabliſhed among nations 
Were this pretenſion to be tolerated, it would be a ſource of eterna 
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hoſtility, and a perpetual bar to negotiation between the contending = 
parties; becauſe the pretenſions of the one would be totally irrecon m=_ 
cilable with thoſe of the other. This pretenſion in the inſtane t vas p 
of France has been as inconſiſtent in its operations as it was un nlipura 


founded in its origin. The poſſeſſions which they have loſt in the 
Weſt Indies in the courſe of the war, they made independent Re 
publics; and what is ſtill more ſingular, Tobago, which they have 
loft in the war, and which is retained by Britiſh arms, is a part o 
| Indivifible France. I ſhould not be ſurpriſed to hear that Ireland 
in conſequence of the rumour which has been circulated of their in 
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tention to attempt an invaſion upon that country, is conſtitutionally AU na 
annexed to the territories of the Republic, or even that the city nor d 
Weſtminſter is a part of indiviſible France. There is a diſtine woul 
tion, no doubt, between the Nethcrlands and the Weſt-India INands_l = 
but it whimſically happens that this principle of law, that this cer © 


ſtitutional pretenfion is leaſt applicable to thoſe poſſeſſions upl..: i t 
which it is held out as operating by the French Government, 11... n 
that the Auſtrian Netherlands, even by the letter of their own Con ; 

Kitution, ought to be exempted from its operation. I own a put in 
little qualified to read a lecture upon the French Conſtitution, T 
perhaps I ſhall be accuſed, in my interpretation of it, of pretending 
to underſtand it better than they do themſelves. Here! muſt 
mind my accuſers, however, that even M. Delacroix, that gie 
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reer of the law of nations, allows that, on this point, the Con- 
fitution is not perfectly clear : and gives that particular interpreta- 
ba of it upon the authority of the beſt publiciſts. I again repeat 
i; —that, in diſcuſſing the terms of a treaty with France, I am not 
aged to know either her Conſtitution or laws, becauſe it was un- 
mnable for her to advance a pretenſion upon a foundation incon- 
tient with the received law of nations and the eſtabliſhed nature 
things. But it will demonſtrate their inlincerity and the ſhallow- 
x6 of the ſubterfuges to which they have been obliged to have 
reourſe, if I can ſhew that no ſuch law is in exiſtence, and that 
teir Conſtitution leaves the Government entirely at liberty to diſ- 
e of the poſſeſſions which they have acquired in war in any way 
ter may think proper. I have looked through this voluminous 
"Wd: holding a copy of the Conſtitution in his hand), and I think 
may be conſidered as an inſtance that a Conſtitution upon paper, 
breſting and regulating the conduct of municipal juriſprudence as 
vil as of foreign relations, does not lead to the beſt application of 
true principles of political economy. In the copy of their Con- 
fitution all I find upon the ſubject is a declaration that France is 
e and indivifible, which is followed by a long liſt of departments. 
And here I would recommend it to gentlemen to read the report 
won which this decree was founded, in which they will find that 
t was paſſed for the avowed purpoſe of obtaining for France an 
ndiſputable aſcendant in Europe, and of ſuppreſſing the trade and 
ummerce of rival nations. Overlooking, however, the principle 
i the decree, if it was found inapplicable to the poſſeſſions of the 
French in the Eaſt and Weſt Indies, which they had previous to 
le war, it was certainly much more inapplicable to the Auſtrian 
Netherlands, of which they have got poſſeſſion in the courſe of the 
and therefore the Government in holding out the principle as 
rating upon the latter, and not to the former, apply it to that 
nor their territory to which it is leaſt applicable. If we look at 
le proviſions under the next title, reſpecting relations with foreign 
Pure, the argument againſt the exiſtence of any ſuch principle in 
Meir Conſtitution is confirmed: for we find the Executive Govern- 
ent is there veſted with the full power of treating, but all their 
Mtics muſt be ratified by the legiſlative bodies, with the fingular 
Weption of ſecret articles, which it is in the power of the Directory 
put in execution without being ratified, a proof that they are au- 
ned by the Conſtitution to alienate territories belonging to the 
public. Allowing, however, that it is a principle of their Con- 
tion, is it an evil without a remedy? No. M. Delacroix confeſſes 
it it may be remedied, but not without the inconvenience of cal-. 
Vou, I, 4 E 
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| ling the primary aſſemblies. And are we then, after all the exe 
| tions that we have made in order to effect the object of genera] pa 
cification, and after being baffled in all our efforts by the ſtubber 
pride and perſevering obſtinacy of the French Government, aft 
our propoſitions have been ſlighted, and our Ambaſſador infulted 
are we now to conſent to ſacrifice our engagements, and to violy 
our treaties, becauſe, ſorſooth, it would be attended with ſome in 
convenience for them to call their primary aſſemblies, in order t 
cancel a law which is incompatible with the principle of fair ny 
| tiation ? Shall we forget our own honour, our own dignity, ando 
| own duty, fo far as to acquieſce in a principle as a preliminary t 
| negotiation, intolerable in its tendency, unfounded in fact, inco 
ſiſtent with the nature of things, and inadmiſſible by the law of x 
tions? But this is not all the ſacrifice they demand. This i 
not all the degradation to which they would have us ſubmit. Yo 
muſt alſo engage, and as a preliminary too, to make no propoſitic 
which are contrary to the laws of the Conſtituticn, and the treat 
which bind the Republic. Here they introduce a new and extr 
ordinary clauſe, impoſing a reſtriction ſtill more abſurd and unte 
ſonable than the other. The Republic of France may have mad 
ſecret treaties which we know nothing about, and vet that Gove 
ment expeQs that we are not to permit our propoſitions to interte 
with theſe treaties. In the former inſtance we had a text up0 
which to comment, but here we are in the ſtate of thoſe divine 
who were left to gueſs at the dreams which they were called up0 
to interpret. How is it poſſible for this country to know what ſe 
cret articles there may be in the treaty between France and Holland 
How can we know what the Dutch may have ceded to France, « 
whether France may not have an oath in heaven never to give 
the territories ceded to her by Holland ? Who can know but bi 
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treaty with Spain contains ſome ſecret article guaranteeing to e poſt 
latter the reſtitution of Gibraltar, or ſome important poſſeſſion at as 
belonging to His Majeſty * And how can I know whether the perent 1, 
formance of all theſe engagements may not be included under Ut... 
pretenſion which the French Government now holds out ? How ume, 
it poſſible for me to ſound where no line can fathom ? And tan, 
after you have acecded to theſe preliminaries, in what ſituation Wiikerre(, 
you ſtand? After accepting of terms of which you are extirely N his 
norant, and giving up all that it is of importance for you to kite ue 


you at laſt arrive at a diſcuſſion of the Government which Fra 
may chuſe to give to Italy, and of the fate which ſhe ma) 
pleaſed to aſſign to Germany. In fact, the queſtion is not, 
much you will give for peace, but how much diſgrace you will! 
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Nerat the outſet, how much degradation yoa will ſubmit to as a 


| v8Wrrcliminary ? In theſe circumſtances, then, are we to perſevere in 
bone war with a ſpirit and energy worthy of the Britiſh name and of 
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de Britiſh character; or are we, by ſending courters to Paris, to 
ofrate ourſelves at the feet of a ſtubborn and ſupercilious Govern- 
nent, to do what they require, and to ſubmit to whatever they may 
pale? J hope there is not a hand in His Majeſty's Councils 


re would fign the propoſals, that there is not a heart in this Houſe 
neo deo would ſanction the meaſure, and that there is not an individual 
do eme Britiſh dominions who would act as the courier. 
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Mr. Chancellor Pitt concluded with moving an addrefs to His 
Majeſty, which was, as uſual, an echo of the meſſage. 

he honourable THOMAS ERSXINE ſaid, that when the 
igt honourable gentleman firſt roſe to move his addreſs, he had 
boyed to have found it very different to what, on hearing it read, 
turned out to be. He had hoped, that inſtead of binding the 
Flouſe to an engagement to His Majeſty to proſecute the war with 
emu dor, that it would have bore a reſemblance to a paſſage of the 
um ect honourable gentleman's ſpeech in an early ſtage of it, in 
ma tien he ſaid, „ That he did not with to pledge the Honſe to any 
over eite time or period to which the war ought to be protracted, or 
terte any particular and ſpecific terms which ought to be inſiſted on by 
uc ee allics.” The right honourable gentleman, however, by this 
vine Wd refs, would preciſely draw the Houſe, if they ſhould agree to 
| d 2dopt it, into that very ſituation to which he had ſaid he would 
hat t vim to pledge them. There were two propoſitions in the right 
10 urable gentleman's ſpeech, which he wiſhed particularly to 
ce, entrovert, He would allow that the ſituation of the right honour- 
ive ale gentleman was, in ſome degree, critical, and that in the argu- 
dt bent he made uſe of, he would naturally be led to ſay every thing 
to e poſſibly could in favour of his own country. He believed, 
on DON as an individual, he himſelf might, from that general attach- 
he peſhhrent which a man bears to the country in Which he was born, and 
der er ards educated, be induced to uſe every partial and favourable 
How mument in which there was any diſpute between France and 
d dran, in ſupport of his own country. But, ſtanding there as a 
ton N prcſentative of the people, and ſpeaking to a point in which not 
h ly his own happineſs and intereſt, but the intereſt and happineſs of 
o Kee whole people of this kingdom were ſo deeply concerned—it be- 


is ne his duty to ſpeak what he believed to be the real truth, though 
may iat ſhould, in ſome degree, militate againſt the juſtice of the pro- 
Ot, 0 


celine of this country. The firſt of the two propoſitions, then, 
Nic he meant to controvert, was, That France was the ag- 
41 2 
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greſſor, as had been aſſerted by the right honourable gentleman; 


us re 

the courſe of his ſpeech, “in the preſent bloody and expenſivl ally « 
war.” The right honourable gentleman had not only aſſerted a xt 
France was the aggreſſor, but he had gone farther, and declares bifſa 
that all the obſtacles which had been thrown in the way of the H Majc 
negotiations, were entirely to be attributed to the pride, ambition nent 
and arrogant demands of the preſent Government of France Holi {ent | 
did this matter ſtand at the commencement of the war? Miniſter medi 
adviſed His Majeſty, that it was incompatible with the intereſts inter 
this country that Belgium ſhould be permitted to be united vii calle: 
France. I his was immediately communicated to the French G poſſe 
vernment at that time, and they unequivocally diſavowed even graft 
thing which Miniſters pretended to fix upon them. In all diſpueſ i gal | 
between individuals, between neighbours, it was always found ne Gren 
ceſſary by thoſe who were applied to, or whoſe particular province ii Houſ 
might prove to be, from any circumſtances whatever, to adjuſt theidfhſ nfs: 
difterences, to inquire into the particular circumſtances which ve treats 
the original cauſe of thoſe differences. Without coming at the differ 
it would be impoſſibly to judge fairly, and to do ample juſtice be df F 
tween the parties. This became the more neceſſary, it thoſe did o 
putes were of a mixed and complicated nature. In like manner WW avow 
where negotiations were to be entered upon between two contending upon 
powers, it muſt be equally, or, perhaps, more neceſſary, to look He : 
back, in order to aſcertain preciſely what was the ſituation of t grelle 
parties at the commencement of their quarrel ; what was the z bono 
greſſion, what the extent of it, and by whom made. The right hol now 
nourable gentleman, with that dexterity which was peculiarly heide 
own, with thoſe great abilities from which he did not wiſh to de M 
tract, and with that conſurnmate knowledge which he poſſeſſed on and! 
the temper of the Houſe, bad repreſented as if the Houle of Com v ft 
mons would be only pledged for a time to ſupport the continuance from 
of the war, whereas he ſincerely believed that there would be nol Neat 
limits to its duration till we are overtaken by calamities, to tha rita 
preſſure of which we ſhall be compelled to yield, and till we be ad 
come the victims of a neceſſity which has no law. The right he Lam 
nourable gentleman well knew how far his powers of eloquenc It, |; 
would go in obtaining the admiration of thoſe around him; lh inſtar 
likewiſe was perfectly aware how neceflary his dexterity of argv ith 
ment became, when he wanted to lead gentlemen a few ſteps be ment 
yond what their admiration might induce them to go. He baz Al 
therefore exerted all the powers with which he was fo largely el at 
dowed to eſtabliſh this poſition in the minds of gentlemen, that th to 


French were the aggrefſors. Let us then, ſaid he, look back le 
1 N 8 
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us refer to the period alluded to, and ſee how matters were aQu- 
ur circumſtanced. On the 1 2th of December, 1792, His Ma- 
hy met the Parliament: at that time Monſ. Chauvelin, the Am- 
hfſador of the French Government, was then in England. His 
Majeſty, in the ſpeech from the Throne to both Houſes of Parlia- 
ment, complained of three things: Firſt, “that the French had 
ent ſeditious miſſionaries into this country; ſecondly, “ that they 
meditated an invaſion to Holland;“ and thirdly, © that they had 
interfered in opening the Scheldt.” He begged the Houſe to re- 
wit collect, that at that particular period of time Belgium was in the 
C poſeſſion of the French, though not as now; it was not then en- 
eren grafted by the Conſtitution into the territory of France as an inte- 


an! 
nſiy 
tha 
ared 
e lat 
ition 
Ho 
iter 
{ts 0 


pute gral part of it. At that time all the correſpondence between Lord 
d ne Grenville and the French Ambaſſador was concealed from the 


ce 1 Houſe, though M. Chauvelin had given ſeparate and ſatis factory 
heit infrers to all the complaints entertained by this Court. He en- 
ven treated that the King would bring to condign puniſhment thoſe who 
hoe diſeminated ſedition in his dominions, anpounced the determination 
e be df France to kcep within her own limits, and to reſpect the rights 
e d d other nations. Notwithſtanding this plain and ſpecific diſ- 
ner. zvowal, however, of all the grounds of hoſtility, war was declared 
dingy upon France. At that time Belgium was not in her poſſeſſion. 
look He aſked then, whether France could be conſidered as the 2g- 


fte grefſor, who offered peace to this country on terms which the right 
e % bonourable gentleman would be worſhipped as a God if he could 
it ho. now procure ? [Here Mr. Erſkine ſtopped, and fat down under 
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evident ſymptoms of indifpoſition. | 

Mr. FOX. Sorry, indeed, am I on account of my learned 
and honourable friend, whoſe indiſpoſition has now compelled him 
o ſit down ; ſorry for the fake of the Houſe, whoſe information, 
hom the train of argument which he had adopted, has been thus un- 
plaalantly interrupted ; and ſorry for the cauſe of peace and Great 
britain, which Miniters, by their imprudent counſels, and infatu- 
ed policy, ſeem determined to puſh to the laſt verge of ruin, that 
lam obliged to addreſs the Houſe on the preſent occaſion. I feel 
5 however, incumbent upon me to come forward in the preſent 
inſtance, knowing that my opinion on the ſubject entirely coincides 
th that of my honourable friend who has now fat down, but la- 
menting, that in conſequence of his indiſpoſition, the argument on 

s momentous queſtion muſt conſiderably ſuffer from the want of 
lat conviction and ability with which it would have been enforced 
by his ſuperior powers. I need not ſtate that he buſineſs is of the 


moſt importance, that the occaſion is ſuch, as though we may not 
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think it neceſſary ta contemplate with deſpondency and deſpair, we 
cannot ſurvey but with the moſt ſerious confiderations, and with 
feelings of the deepeſt regret. After a war of four years, which ij 
ſtated to have been attended with many occurrences highly henour. 
able and advantageous to the Britiſh arms, and to have been ac. 
companied with no diſgrace, after the immenſe expenditure irſcurred 
in the proſecution of hoſtilities, an expenditure which undoubtedly 
has been greatly aggravated by the extravagance of thoſe concerned 
in ſuperintending the plan of operation, after an addition of a ſum 
of no lefs than two hundred millions to the national debt, and of 
nine millions to the permanent taxes of the country; after an 
enormous effuſion of human blood; after an incalculable addition 
to the details of human wretchedneſs, fo far are we from having 
gained any point, or any object for which we ſct out in the war, i 
far are we from having achieved any advantage, that the Minilter 
has to-night come forward in a moſt elaborate ſpeech, which haſte 
for a conſiderable ſpace, (and when I ſay that it laſted long, I & 
not mean to inter that it was not heard with-pleaſure,) and after all 
this expenditure of blood and treaſure, which has taken place in 
the conteſt, has endeavoured to prove, that the only effect has been, 
that the enemy have become more unreaſonable than ever in their 
pretenſions, and that all hopes of peace are removed to a {till 
greater diſtance. You are now not allowed to hope for the reſtort- 
tion of peace, unleſs ſome change is wrought by the events of war. 
And at what period is this proſpect brought forward ?. After a war 
of four years, which ſo far from having produced any favourable 
change in the diſpoſitions of the enemy, if we may truſt to the re- 
preſentations of the right honourable gentleman, has only ſerved to 
increaſe the inſolence of their ſtile, and the exorbitance of their pre- 
. tenſions. The ſame neceſſity is ſtill ſtated to exiſt for the continu- 
ance of the war. It would have been ſome conſolation, if after the 
right honourable gentleman had ſtated at ſuch length, and with ſuch 
an elaborate diſplay of eloquence, the exorbitant pretenſions of the 
enemy, he had ſuggeſted ſome means of reducing them. But, good 
God, how ſtriking is the contraſt ! In this ſpeech of three hours, 
I find only one ſolitary ſentence which is at all calculated to afford 
any hope of a ſatisfactory ifſue to the preſent "unfortunate conteſt, 
And of what materials does the remainder of the ſpeech conſiſt? 
It is merely a revival of opinions by which we have been led 0 
from year to year, and by which we have found ourſelves conſtantly 
deluded. We are left in the ſame hopeleſs ſtate with. reſpect to the 
attainment of the object of the conteſt. The right honourable gen- 
tleman fays, that hc had formerly given a repreſentation of the ce. 
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ſorable ſituation of the French finances from uncertain, decuments, 


but that he is now enabled to confirm the ſame repreſentation from 
the moſt indubitable authority — the ſtatement of the Directory. 
am apt to believe that the documents of the right honourable gen- 
leman in both inſtances are equally authoritative. Formerly he 
meeeded on the ſpeeches of leading Members of the Convention, 
nd on Ofticial Reports. He now grounded his ſtatement on a 
publication of the Directory. If his authority has failed him ia 
firmer inſtances, what force can he now attach to concluſions drawn 
fom ſimilar premiſes. It has been found from experience, that in 
proportion as the finances of the French have been acknowledged, 
een by themſclves, to be reduced to the loweſt ebb, in the ſame 
wmportion have their exertions been found to be wonderful and 
unparalleled. Now the right honourable gentleman builds his 
wnclufion of the certain ruin of the French finance on an immediate 
ſatement from the Directory. I wonder that he does not go far- 
ner, and quote the very ingenious letter of Lord Malmeſbury, in 
wich he reports the converſation that took place between him and 
M. Delacroix. {By the bye, faid Mr. Fox, we ſhall probably 
lon have another account of this ſaid converſation, through the 
medium of the French papers). In this converſation the French 
Ninifter is repreſented as having paid the higheſt compliments to 
tie extenſive means poſſeſſed by this country, as having deſcribed it 
from its internal ſources of wealth, and from its colonies in the 
Indies, to be miſtreſs of almoſt boundleſs reſources. Thus while 
tne Directory admit that Great Britain is diſtinguiſhed by her 
wealth, and full of refources, they have no heſitation to acknow- 
ledge their own poverty and embarraſſments. They acknowledge 
ball Europe, that from the want of money, the army is confidera- 
bly in arrears, and every branch of the internal adminiſtration 
under cireumſtances of the greateſt embarraſſment and diſtreſs. 
They at the ſame time allow to this country all the advantages of 
a augmented commerce, and of increafing opulence and proſperity. 
In this Houſe we have heard France repreſented as ſometimes in 
tte gulph, and ſometimes at the verge of bankruptcy ; and it is 
kther curious, that at different periods we ſhould have heard it al- 
emately deſcribed at one time as in the very gulph, and at another 
8 at the verge of bankruptcy. But while they admit the ruined 
fate of their own finances, what a ſtriking contraſt do their cxer- 
ns in their preſent conteſt, and the ſucceſs which has followed 
tom their operations, afford to the conduct and fate of thoſe who 
hne been entruſted with the manage ment of the war on the part of 
country; whilſt we, in every quarter, which it was deemed 
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moſt important to defend, have been loſing city after city; whilf 
we have been equally driven from the poſſeſſions which we con. 
ceived to be neceſſary to the ſecurity of our commerce, or to the 
balance of power, France, reſourceleſs and diſpirited, all the while 
avowing its own diſtreſſed ſituation with reſpect to finance, and 
talking in the moſt reſpectful terms of our wealth and reſources, has 
been conſtantly adding to its acquiſitions, and aggrandiſing its em- 
pire. France appears, in the preſent moment, as the Conqueror of 
moſt extenſive and important territories! Belgium is annexed to 
her empire, great part of Italy has yielded to the force of her 
arms, and Holland is now united to the fate of the Republic by ties 
of the ſtricteſt alliance. If, indeed, theſe acquiſitions were to be 
regained to the cauſe of Great Britain and her allies by a lofty tone 
of argument, if the tide of victory was to be turned by the dexterity 
of debate, and the efficacy of our exertiuns bore any proportion to 
the infolence of our boaſting, we nced not yet be afraid to claim a 
decided ſuperiority. 

We are not at all deficient on the ſcore of confident aſſertion, 
or preſumptuous menace. But it is by other means, by other cri- 
terions, and by other trials, that this queſtion is to be decided, 
Weak and inconſiderable as I am in this Houſe, I did my utmoſt 
previous to the commencement of this unfortunate conteſt, to per- 
ſuade the Government to ſend an Ambaſſador to Paris, when un- 
doubtedly he would not have met with the treatment which an Am- 
baſſador of Great Britain is now alledged to have experienced. But 
when they ſay that this Ambaſſador was diſmifſed in a way unex- 
ampled in the hiſtory of civilized nations, they ſurely muſt have 
forgot the manner in which M. Chauvelin was ſent from this 
country. At a ſubſequent period, when the whole of Belgium was 
regained, when the French were not poſſeſſed of one foot of ground 
in that territory, did I then neglect my duty to the country ? No! 
I then renewed my motion for peace. This was at the period be- 
fore the powers combined againſt France had gained the fortreſs of 
Valenciennes ; but when it was certain that it muſt fall, I contended 
then was the period to make peace. And I now aſk, if an attempt 
had been then made to negotiate, whether we might not have ex- 
pected to obtain peace on terms equally honourable and advants- 
geous, as any which we can now, poſlibly claim ? Would we hat 
obtained a peace leſs favourable to the general balance of power, 
leſs likely to be permanent in its duration than any which einde 
concluded under the circumſtances of the preſent moment ? Aga 
and again, have I preſſed upon the Houſe the neceflity and poli 
of adopting meaſures for the reſtoration of peace, and again" 
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zin have my motions for that purpoſe been rejected. In order 
to ſhow how greatly Miniſters miſcalculated the nature of the con- 
tet, at that former period when I argued for peace, it was ſaid, 
« What, make peace before you have achieved a ſingle conteſt, 
and when you are juſt beginning to make advances in the country 
of the enemy! Such, at that time, was the ſtile of reaſoning brought 
forward in oppoſition to the arguments which I urged in favour of 
peace, So widely were Miniſters then deceived with reſpect to the 
nature of the conteſt, ſo falſely did they calculate as to the turn of 
ſubſequent events. Unhappy calculation ! Unhappy miſtake ! The 
dje& did not reſpect a particular branch of trade, or a limited ex- 
tent of territory. The moſt important intereſts of the country were 
one WW a fake. The Miniſters, by their calculations, were not pledging 
rity Jamaica, or any iſland of the Weſt Indies. They were pledging 
1 to WY Great Britain itſelf, the fate of which may in ſome degree be con- 
m 2 WW fidered as dependant on the iſſue of this night's debate. The right 

honourable gentleman formerly in talking of the nature of the eon- 
ion, ſt, made uſe of a memorable expreſſion, and which cannot eaſily 
ei- be forgotten. He intimated that the nature of the conteſt was ſuch, 
ded. dat our exertions ought to know no bounds, except ſo far as they 
moſt WW vere limited by our reſources, and that our efforts muſt be extended 
per- v the utmoſt pitch, before we could either hope for an honourable 
termination of the ſtruggie, or the ſecure and permanent enjoyment 
d peace. He expreſsly declared that we ought not to ceaſe from 
tte conteſt, till we ſhould be able to ſay, 


« Paſſit que plurima virtus 


= % ie fuit. Toto certatum eft corpore regni.“ 
| 
1 Was The right honourable gentleman has ſtated the difficulties at- 


tndant upon the negotiation, as ariſing from two circumſtances ; 
irſt, the difficulty in all cafes, of propoſing overtures, without be- 
ing able to aſcertain what reception they are likely to experience; 
kundly, the particular obſtacles from the relative ſituation of the 
no countries. The right honourable gentleman has, however, 
oitted to ſtate a difficulty more weighty and inſuperable than 
ther of thoſe I have now mentioned. In every negotiation the 


vants- BN ütteulty of coming to any definitive arrangement, muſt be infinit 

> have Bi fcrcaſed in proportion to the degree of diſtruſt entertained by the 
er, or kries with reſpect to their mutual intentions. If the right ho- 
can be g wuable gentleman had ſome reaſon to ſuſpe& the ſincerity of the 


ench Directory, had not they at leaſt equal grounds to entertaig 
be fame doubts with reſpect to his views in the negotiation ? After 
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their characters, was it to be expected that they would readily life 
to terms of peace dictated by thoſe Miniſters, except they wen 
brought into that ſtate of neceſſity and ſubmiſſion, which precluded 
them from any alternative, and compelled them to an unecndi 
tional compliance with any pacific propoſition that might be preſents 
to their acceptance? When Lord Malmeſbury, in addicffing th 
French Miniſter, fo often brings forward his profeſſion of High. con 
ſideration, I cannot but ſmile, when I recoilect that Lord Auck 
land was made a Peer, (for I know of no other reaſon for his a0 
vancement to that dignity), merely becaute he declared that th 
men who are now addretfed in ſach re! ſpectful terms “ ought 
be put under the ſword of the law,” and becauſe he dencunced then 
as miſcreants and traitors to all Europe. His Lordfhip, by th 
declaration, brought forward in a public capacity, ſhewed that he 
acting on the part of Great Britain, was not ſſow to be their excey 
tioner and their judge. There is one part of the addreſs, which the 
right honourable gentleman has entirely omitted to notice, and u 
which I can by no means ſubſeribe— that His Majeſty has negleded 
no proper opportunity to conclude this war. [Here Mr. Fox de 
ſired the paragraph in the addreſs to be read by the clerk]. A fe 
years ago, when J earneſtly preſſed the propriety of the negotiation 
the right honourable gentleman contended, that the French were nat 
capable of maintaining the relations of peace and amity. He nel 
'ther, however, at that time, nor at any ſubſequent period, ſhowe 
any reaſon why they were not capable of maintaining thoſe relations. 
I aſk, in what reſpe& they are now become more capable of main 
taining thoſe relations, than when I formerly propoſed to treat! 
Will the right honourable” gentleman ſay, that then there was on 
a provincial Government, and that there now exiſts a permanent 
"Conſtitution ? I am ſure that he will not venture to preſs that 
argument, as he muſt be aware of the extent to which it will lea 
him. -And if ſuch be the caſe, I have no heſitation to ſtate, that 
the aſſertion in the addreſs, that no proper opportunity has bee 
omitted to conclude peace, is entirely falſe, and as ſuch, muſt meek 
my decided negative. At laſt, however, the right honourable gen 
tleman declares, that he felt it his duty to attempt negotiation. 
did not think it my duty to come forward to animadvert either d 
the motives of his conduct, or on the probable reſult of the mea 
' ſure, till the event had ſpoke for itſelf. The reſult has proved i 
be ſuch as, however anxiouſly we might be diſpoſed to deprecate it 
was not difficult to foreſec from the commencement of the crab 
tion ; ſtill more from the mode in which it has been conducted. 
the country 5 indeed, conſider the adminiſtration of the right. honour 
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le gentleman to be a bleſſing, they muſt take their choice between 
the continuance of that bleſſing and the reſtoration of peace. It is 
wident that thoſe individuals who have conducted the war with ſuch 
wtorious incapacity, and entailed ſo many miſchiefs on the country, 
muſt of all others be the moſt unfit to repair the errors of their own 
policy, and ſecure to Great Britain the enjoyment of permanent 
mnquillity. But not only have they evinced this glaring incapa- 
ity in the management of the preſent war, their eonduct in former 
negotiations with reſpect to Spain and Ruſſia has been ſuch, as on 
the one hand to excite conſiderable diſtruſt, and on the other to 
uſpire a well-grounded hope of bringing them down from the moſt 
bfty pretenſions to the moſt humiliating conceſſions. But what 
an be thought of their ſincerity in the preſent inſtance, when they 
have repeatedly declared that any peace, under the particular eir- 
umſtances, could only afford a breathing ſpace from hoſtility, and 
1d of ultimately muſt tend to redouble all the miſchiefs to be dreaded from 


ed 2 continuance of the war? But even if Miniſters had conducted 
de de war with ability as diſtinguiſhed, as their incapacity has been 
feu notorious, if they had diſplayed in debate as much temper and pru- 


ence, as they have diſcovered impolitic and indecent violence, if 
e no they had ſhewn themſelves as much friends to the French, as on 
ee occaſion they have endeavoured to prove themſelves the re- 
ere; ſtill I ſhould have no hopes of peace on any permanent baſis, 
ions. except the preſent ſyſtem of policy was entirely changed, and the 
principles upon which the war was undertaken totally diſavowed. 
If the adminiſtration was to be transferred into the hands of perſons, 
mole abilities I admire, and whoſe integrity I reſpect, as much 
8 | contemn and reprobate the talents and character of thoſe who 
ze now placed at the helm of affairs, ſtill I ſhould conſider this 
Cange or ſyſtem and diſavowal of principles, to be a neceſſary pre- 
iminary of peace. [A laugh from the Treaſury Bench ]. I ſee 
de right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) ſmile at the idea of 
power being transferred into other hands. No expreſſion of ridi- 
ule from that quarter can perſonally affect me; but it will be long 
tefore the country ſmile in conſequence of any triumph which that 
ent honourable gentleman may enjoy in this Houſe. I again ſay, 
lat it is neceſſary that the principles upon which the war was un- 
Gertaken ſhould be expreſsly diſavowed. It is neceſſary for the 
blüdity and permanence of any peace that may be coneluded, that 
the maxims of ſound ſenſe, and of impartial equity, be recognized 
n the outſet of the negotiation. The preſent has been a war of 
Fillion and of prejudice, and not of policy and of ſelf-defence. 
right honourable gentleman, whatever may have been his 
| 4 2 | 
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ſincerity in the tranſaction, is no ſtranger to the advantages that may 
be derived from the idea of a pending negotiation. That he now 
feels thoſe advantages nobody will diſpute. I know that ſome weeks 
ago a very confident report was circulated with reſpe& to the proba- 
bility of peace. It would be curious to know how far Lord 
Malmeſbury at that period was influenced by any ſuch belief. It 
does not appear from the papers on the table, that at the moment he 
could reaſonably hope for a ſucceſsful iſſue to his negotiation. It 
ſeems dubious indeed, from the inſpection of thoſe papers, whether 
Lord Malmeſbury was not ſent over merely to ſhew his diplomatic 
dexterity ; to fence and parry with M. Delacroix, in order to evinee 
his ſuperior ſkill and adroitneſs in the management of argument, and 
the arts of political fineſſe ; to confound the ſhallow capacity, and 
ſuperficial reaſoning of the French Miniſter, and to make the cauſe 
of this country appear to be the better cauſe. While Lord Malmef. 
bury was employed thus honourably in the diſplay of his talents at 
Paris, the Miniſter had an uſeful object of policy to anſwer at home. 
It was found convenient for the purpoſe of financial arrangements 
to hold out the hope of peace, ti!l ſuch time as it was found that 
the appearance of negotiation might he renounced without any un- 
favourable effect, as to the ſupplies of the year. But in order more 
completely to aſcertain the ſincerity which has been ſnewn by Mi- 
niſters in the deſire which they have exprefled for peace, and the 
fairneſs of the means which they have employed for the attainment 
of that object, it may be neceſſary to enter a little more minutely 
into the hiſtory of the negotiation, and to follow the right honourable 
gentleman through the long detail which he brought forward on the 
ſubject, and which was ſufficiently laboured to prove that he was 
aware of all the difficulties with which he had to contend in vindi- 
cating the character of the Britiſh Government, and of the neceſſity 
to put the moſt favourable gloſs upon their conduct. The firſt 
ſtep taken for the purpoſe of negotiation was, the communication at 
Baſle, in which Mr. Wickham had been engaged as the agent of 
the Britiſh Government. As he was not authorized to take any 
definitive ſtep, or to make any declaration binding on the Govern- 
ment, but little ſtreſs could be laid on the circumſtance. Thoſe, 
however, who attended to the details of that tranſaction, would 
not be diſpoſed, even in that early ſtage of the butineſs, to draw an 
inference very favourable to the ſincerity of Miniſters. The miſſion 
of Lord Malmeſbury is unqueſtionably what Miniſters wiſh to be 
conſidered as the grand effort for peace, and as affording an une: 
quivocal proof of the ſincerity of their wiſhes for its attainmen. 
It the details of that negotiation we are enabled to judge fro 
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ke papers which have been laid upon the table of this Houſe. Till 
te publication of His Majeſty's manifeſto on the ſubject, I was 
ay acquainted with the circumſtances of that tranſaction from the 
ktement of the public prints. I was not a little ſurprized when 


de manifeſto reached me in the country, and from the peruſal of 
It Wis contents was induced to ſuſpect that I muſt have been completely 
he Wild in my previous information. On the inſpedtion, however, 


the papers laid on your table, I was fill more ſuprized when I 
her bund that the public prints were much more accurate in their re- 
tic Wneſentation of facts than His Majeſty's declaration. Never, in- 
nee Nerd, was there any paper brought forward with the ſtamp of offi- 
ind tal authority ſo little eonnected with the documents upon which it 
ind ö profeſſed to be founded; fo little warranted in the coneluſions 
uſe ien from its premiſes. It entirely conceals the moſt important 
ic. as of the negotiation, and ſtates the others ſo looſely as not to 
s at N cxhibit them in any preciſe and diſtin& ſhape. The right honour- 
me. Wi gentleman has ſtated that a degree of diſreſpe was in the 
2nts Wit inſtance ſhewn to a foreign Court by the French Directory, in 
that WW trir refuſal to grant a paſſport for a Britiſh Ambaſſador, upon the 
un- WE nplication of the Miniſter from the Court of Denmark. But 
ore br does this fact ſtand? The Court of Denmark did not at all 


Mi- terfere in the buſineſs. The Daniſh Miniſter, in the letter in 


the vieh he applied for a paſſport, expreſsly ſtated, that he ated merely 
nent WW a private capacity, and not in conſequence of any inſtruction 
tely WM ici ke had received from his Court. So much then for the al- 
able N ized di ſreſpect ſhewn by the French to a foreign Court, and the 
| the {inference which is then drawn of a diſpoſition thus manifeſted to 
was ew contempt on all eſtabliſhed ufages, and to diſpenſe with the 
di- nary forms of accommodation, and the underſtood civilities of 
ity WMWplitical intercourſe. I underſtand, that as an apology for bringing 
lirvard the manifeſto previous to the publication of the papers, much 
n at Wis been ſaid of the mechanical labour of preparing thoſe papers for 
t of er infyeQion of the Houſe. I have formerly been in office, and 
any believe that thoſe who are now engaged in the ſervice of the de- 
hrtment are fully as capable and diligent as the perſons by whom I 
hoſe, Ws then aſſiſted. And 1 confidently declare that I fee nothing in 
ould le mechanical labour of thoſe papers that, if they had arrived on 
day morning, ought to have prevented them from being in a 


Non der of readineſs to be produced on Saturday evening. But I 
o be Ader ſulpect, that with regard to the publication of the manifeſto, 
une⸗ Us thought expedient to attempt to give a bias to the ſentiments 
* ite Houſe, before it was deemed adviſeable to ſubmit the facts 


Utancd in the. papers to their cool and ſober inveſtigation. As to 
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the delay which has been imputed on the ſcore of mechanic © cc 
labour, I am rather diſpoſed to believe that it was purpoſely in- fort: 
terpoſed, in order to afford to Miniſters an opportunity of reviling Wl rrinci; 
the papers, and of deciding what part of their contents it might be pred 
prudent to ſuppreſs, and what might be ſaſely ſubmitted to the pub-· v fen. 
lic eye. It is curious to attend to the nature of the powers wit aan 
which Lord Malmeſbury was furniſhed, and to their connection proba 
with the object of his miſſion. He was ſent in order to negotiate meani 
for peace, and furniſhed with full powers to conclude ; but though Mil ance. 
he was thus authorized to conclude, he was allowed no latitude den 
treat, He had no inſtructions with reſpe& to the terms he ſhoud aug! 
propoſe, and no diſcretion upon which to act with reſpe to te Ming 
propoſitions he might receive. When he was aſked, if he camel cr a 
to treat for the King of Great Britain ſeparately ? he ſaid, No: bund 
but that he came jointly to treat for the King of Great Britain nod f 
and his allies. When he was aſked, If he was furniſh:d with innig 
any powers from thoſe allies? he again replied — No. When bead h. 
was afked, What terms he had to propoſe ? he ſaid he would {end :: 
for inſtructions. Thus it appeared, that he was empowered to mn t 
conclude for the King of Great Britain, but not qualified to treat; WM un: 


and that for the allies for whom he came to treat, he had no power 
to conclude. Could there poſſibly be a more ridiculous farce—a 
more palpable mockery of the forms of negotiation? _ 

We next come to the baſis; and this, indeed, carries us but 1 
little way in the progreſs of negotiation. In this inftance, the baſ 
was laid ſo wide, as to comprehend no diſtin obje g, and to be re- 
ducible to no preciſe meaning. It was that ſort of general principle 
which no one could poſſibly diſpute, but which could at the fam 
time be attended with no practical benefit. The French accord 
ingly ſtated, that they had agreed to your principle, and that the 
only diſputed its application. The right honourable gentleman has 
aſſerted that a baſis is always deſirable ; but, then it ought to be: 
baſis which meant ſomething, and not, as in the preſent inſtance 
which meant nothing. The principle of mutual compenſations | 
ſubſtantially recognized in every negotiation, and did not requin 
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to be ſpecified. h : 

The general objects of diſpute in fixing a baſis of negotiati 
have been, Whether it ſhould be regulated by the fatus qu? d 
bellum, or the uti paſſidetis? The right honourable gentleman ſtated 
as a proof of reluQance to negotiate on the part of the French, tha 
they for ſome time heſitated to admit our propoſed baſis ; but, | 
fact, they virtually recognized the principle when they entered inte 
the diſcuſſion of terms. He who aſks, What you will give! Vn 
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hates what he is willing to receive, at once admits the baſis of mu- 
wal compenſation. But as a proof of the conſiſtency of Miniſters, 
i fortnight afterwards, when the French formally recognized the 
rinciple, and aſked Lord Malmeſbury, What terms he was pre- 


de jarcd to propoſe f he was unprovided with any anſwer, and obliged 
ub-W © {cod to this country for inſtructions. What inference is to be 
vin drawn from this conduct on the part of Miniſters? Is it not moſt 
non frobable, that by thus bringing forward a futile, illuſory and un- 
ite meaning baſis, they expected to diſguſt the French in the firſt in- 
von WM fiance, and at once to get rid of the negotiation ; and if the French, 


e vo muſt have felt themſelves mocked by this treatment, and who 
ould muſt have been more and more aſſured of the inſincerity of our 
the Miniſters, had thought proper to ſtop all farther proceedings, would 
ame they not have been fully juſtified? By what motives were they 
No: bond to countenance a tranſaction which was conducted with no 
tain god faith, and could promiſe no ſatisfactory ifſue ? Undoubtedly 
with Miniſters expected that the French would have reſented the inſult, 
n be ad have broken off the negotiation in its outſet. They thus hoped 
(endo v obtain an eaſy credit for their pacific intentions, and to throw 
d to won the enemy the odium of a determined purpoſe of hoſtility, and 
reat Wn unreaſonable rejection of the preliminary baſis of negotiation, 
Dower Unfortunately, however, for this project, the baſis was recognized. 
e- The diſappointment of Miniſters was evident. Lord Malmeſ- 
ury was unprepared how to act, and obliged to ſend for farther in- 
tions. The queſtion with Miniſters then became, “ Since they 
ave ſo ungraciouſly and unexpectedly accepted the baſis which 
ne intended to be rejected, What can we find that they muſt be 
miſpenſably called upon to refuſe ? What terms of inſult and hu- 
nilation can we find that may rouſe their dormant pride, and in- 
itably provoke rejection?“ Lord Malmeſbury, who before had no 
ums to propoſe, was now to be inſtructed to bring forward terms 
lr the purpoſe of being rejected; and care was taken that they 
bould be of ſuch a nature as could not be expected to undergo much 
lleuſhon, or readily to fail of their purpoſe. 

| come now, Sir, to conſider what was faid by the right honour- 
Wle gentleman with reſpe& to the particular terms. In com- 
yy this part of his ſpeech, he thought ſome apology neceſſary 
hy ſort of terms which had been propoſed by Lord Malmeſ- 
* on the part of this country. He ſtated that it was always 
al to be ſomewhat high in our demands in the firſt inſtance ; 
(ay propoſitions at the commencement of a negotiation were 
der conſidered as decifive, and that, in the progreſs of treating, wa 


Flt relax from our original demands as circumſtances ſhould regs 
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der expedient. But was the right honourable gentleman ſo unf 
for the fituation which he held, ſo ill qualified to judge of the con 
duct which was proper for thoſe times, as ſerioufly to maintain th; 
argument? Did he not recollect, that, from what he had himſel 
ſtated, negotiation itſelf might be conſidered as made upon a hofiil 
principle? He had deſcribed it as a negotiation, the unſucceſsfu 
reſult of which muſt tend to divide France and to unite Great Bri 
tain, which muſt give indubitable confirmation to the juſtice of ou 
cauſe and add double energy to our future efforts. In this ſituation 
and with this particular view, what wiſe man would have lookeg 
to the laſt precedent of negotiation in order to regulate his conduct 
and have conceived it neceffary to procced with all the tediouſne 
of forms and dexterity of diplomatic artifice which might have bet 
employed in any former inſtance ! Inſtead of carrying your prete 
ſions higher than you might be diſpoſed to accept, you ſhould hatt 
gone to the other extreme; you ſhould have ſtated them at thi 
loweſt point of what you deemed to be fair and equitable, and, il 
any thing, rather been below the mark of what you might fait) 
claim, than exorbitant and unreaſonable in your demands. Yo 
would thus have ſecured the end which the Miniſter profeſſed to 
have in view to render apparent to all Europe the equity anc 
moderation of your own ſentiments, and the injuſtice and ambitio 
of the enemy. Had the French, from a ſuſpicion of your fince 
rity, been inclined to break off the negotiation in the firſt ſtage 
they might have faid, “as no baſis has been agreed upon, we ſec 
that the negotiation can come to no good, and therefore we wi 
op all farther proceedings.” But when they acceded to yo 
baſis, and invited you to propoſe particular terms, it then became 
you to be doubly careful, by the fairneſs and moderation with whid 
you acted, to demonſtrate the equity of your character, and vind 
cate your own fincerity in the eyes of Europe. I ſhall now adve 
to the two confidential memorials. I confeſs that I never was mort 
ſtrongly ſtruck with the impoſſibility, even for talents the mo 
ſplendid, and eloquence the moſt powerful, to cover the weakne 
of a cauſe, and ſupply the deficiency of real argument, than in thi 
inſtance of what the right honourable gentleman ſaid with relpes 
to Holland. Even if Holland ſhould be reſtored to its priſi 
fituation, if the Stadtholder ſhould be reinſtated in the Government 
and the alliance renewed with this country, he does not go th 
length of faying, that even then he would reſtore to Holland al 
her former poſſeſſions. No—he might then perhaps only be © 
poſed to relax in their favour a conſiderable part of the concaton 
on which the preſent fate of things obliges him to inſiſt. A" 
I | 
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honourable gentleman (Mr. Dundas) ſometime ſince made a very 
inprudent declaration in this Houſe—that as we hid taken the 
(ape of Good Hope, and Ceylon, we meant to keep them for 
wer. We feel ourſelves, it ſeems, too nearly intereſted in thoſe 
xquiſitions to be diſpoſed to relinquith them. This is reaſoning 
xery much 4 la Francaiſe. We fay that it is better even for the 
Dutch themſelves, that Ceylon and the Cape of Good Hope ſhould 
ke in our hands than in theirs. The French may, with equal 
juſtice, alledge the ſame pretence for their refuſal to part with Bel- 
gum. They may ſay that it is better for the intereſts of Bel- 
rium that it ſhould remain in their hands, than that it ſhould be 
rfored to Auſtria, But if Holland be not, in every reſpect, re- 
nſtated in her former ſituation, then, favs the right honourable 
entleman, we have nothing to propoſe. It is curious to remark, 
n the very moment that he is at ſuch pains to repreſent the de- 
mands of the French as in the higheſt degree exorbitant and un- 
jt, how much he countenances thoſe demands by the ſtile of his 
dun pretenſions. He ſays, We have taken a great deal from. 
Holland, they have taken nothing from us, therefore we are not- 
wund in juſtice and equity to make them any reſtitution ; but if 
Naeſtricht, or ſome place be ceded to the Emperor for the ſecurity 
«the Auſtrian Netherlands, we may perhaps be induced to make 
hem ſome reſticution, but on no account can we conſent that Cey- 
in or the Cape of Good Hope thall be reſtored.” On the ſame 
rounds might the French ſay, © We have taken a great deal 
tom the Emperor, he has taken nothing from us, we therefore 
we not bound in juſtice and equity to make him any reſtitution: 
We demand that the 271 paſſidetis be the baſis of the negotiation.” 
What are the ſpecitic propoſals which you make to the French? 
Tru propoſe to them to give up all their conqueſts to the Emperor, 
nd to evacuate Italy. The right honourable gentleman has ſaid, 
at it is a ſtrained geographical ſuppoſition, that by this demand 
ith reſpect to Italy, it ſhould be underſtood that they are alſo re- 
ured to evacuate Savoy and Nice. I know not upon what geo- 
Faphizal authority he proceeds, when he affirms that this would 
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q be a ſtrained ſuppoſition ; I ways thought that theſe places had 
priſ en in no other country but Italy; perhaps I may have been 
ment titzken, Your propoſe to the French to evacuate Italy, to give 


o hehe Milaneſe, Beigium and Luxemburgh ; you demand of them 
ind al V negotiate the arrangement of peace with Germany, with his 
be di imperial Majeſty as conſtitutional head of the empire. And though 
dition b French are already at peace with the moſt conſiderable Ger- 
Ang 75 p-wers, with the King of Pruſſia, with the Electors of 
Vol. I. 4-6 
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Saxony, Hanover, &c. you thus would place them in a ſituation WM #:rc 
in which they would have to begin all theſe treaties anew. You Fre 
hint indeed, that in conſequence of this arrangement, which ſup. Wl pri 
poſes on their part ſo great a ſacrifice, that it is not impoſſible that ther 
ſome ceſſion may be made to them on the Germanic fide of their 


tion 
frontiers. And in return for all the ſacrifices you require from the ſpec 
French, you offer to reſtore to them Martinique, St. Lucia, Tobago; mt 
reſerving, however, one of them as an equivalent, if they are to il cu 


retain St. Domingo. The reſtoration of Belgium is ſtated as a Mal 
ſine qua nm ; it has been repreſented to be of the utmoſt impor. 
tance, that it ſhou!d not be ſuffered to remain in the hands of the vit. 
French. I ſhould indeed regret to ſce Belgium attached to the 
territories of the Republic ; but if you are really ſincere in your 
wiſhes for peace, if you conſider Belgium as an object of ſo much ll be: 
value, do not offer braſs for gold. Let us put the caſe, that Bel- 
gium were ſtill in the hands of the Emperor, how would you treat Will ;h+ 
the offer of two or three Weſt- India Iſlands, on the part of tle 
French, in order that it might be given up to them? If you reel x, 
wiſhed France to give up Belgium, you ſhould have offered to give 
up the Cape of Good Hope, which a determination has been 
indiſeretely expreſſed to retain. I have no heſitation in ſaying, bein 
that it ought only to be conſidered as an inſtrument to procure the WM Ang 
reſtoration of peace on favourable terms, and that if you could get 
a proper equivalent, that you ought not to keep it; what you nov tion 
offer is trifling indeed, and if France ſhould comply wich your de- beer 
mands, what would be her relative ſituation witlr reſpect to the 
other powers of Europe? She would in that caſe have given wlll ger 
Belgium, Luxemburgh aud Italy, and farther it is required, tat fear 
ſoniething ſhould be ceded to the Emperor, in order, as is ſtated, BM ac 
to render him ſecure on the ſide of the Auſtrian Netherlands. The 
three great powers of Europe will all of them be left with conſt 
derable acquiſitions. The king of Pruſſia has gained a third pat 
of Poland. Ruſſia has obtained a conſiderable extent of territory 
from that unfortunate country ; and in addition to his ſhare in the 
diviſion, it is alſo propoſed that the Emperor of Germany ſhall be 
put in poſſeſſion of Maeſtricht, or of ſome other place: France & 
only to be left with Savoy, Nice and Avignon. Is the ftate % 
the war ſuch as to juſtify this propoſition ? Is it fair and equitable 
that all the other powers ſhould gain more than France? Whe 
Great Britain made a propoſition ſo unreaſonable, France naturall 
took a ſtep calculated to give confidence to the people in thoſe c 
tries ſhe had annexed to the Republic, by declaring that on no x 
count could ſhe conſent to give them up. In the ingenious © 
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ference which took place between the Britiſh Ambaſſador and the 
French Miniſter, Lord Malmeſbury declared that the King of Great 
Britain would not recede from his demand with reſpect to the Ne- 
therlands. Muſt not the French, in conſequence of this declara- 
tion, have been induced to afſume an equally reſolute tone with re- 
ſpect to their intention of keeping that territory, when from the 
nature of the terms propoſed they perceived no likelihood that peace 
could be had? As to the French Miniſter having aſked Lord 
Malmeſbury to give in his ultimatum, it evidently meant no more 
than that he ſhould make a formal declaration of what he had aid 
with reſpect to Belgium, a demand which ſurely cannot be conſidered 
25 unreaſonable. After having heard to-day ſo much ſtated of the 
value of Belgium, and ſuch importance to the demand that it ſhould 
be reſtored to the Emperor, I cannot but recollect that it is not 


very long fince, that the people of that country were in a ſtate of 


rebellion, and that it was ſurmiſed at the time, that we were by no 
means averſe to ſupport them in their endeavours to ſhake off the 
Auſtrian yoke. But however great the value of Belgium may be, 
ls it an object of ſuch immenſe conſequence as to juſtify the con- 
tinuance of a long, a hazardous, and deſtructive war? Is it worth 
being contended for at the expence of ſuch blood and treaſure ? 
And even if the objects be deemed ſo valuable as to juſtify all thoſe 
ſacrifices, there is another queſtion to be conſidered. If in addi- 
tion to that expence and carnage with which the war has already 
deen attended, it be proper to ſacrifice a hundred millions more, 
and a hundred thouſand men for its attainment, it ought alſo to be 
ſhewn that it is attainable by thoſe means. After what has ap- 
peared from the experience of the paſt, who will pretend to ſay that 
acontinuance of war and all its calamities will tend ultimately to 
bring you nearer to your object? It ought beſide to be recollected 
that the Emperor, who is your friend to-day, may be your enemy 
tb-morrow. I remember that it is not eight months ſince the Em- 
peror was not ſo much a favourite with Miniſters ; perhaps, indeed, 
tiey were cautious in expreſſing their partiality, leſt it ſhould be 
ſuſpected that money was then going the Court of Vienna. At 
that time the King of Sardinia was extolled as a pattern of fidelity 
v all Princes: the Emperor ſeemed to make no figure in the com- 
pariſon, I do not mean to impute to the Sardinian Monarch any 
breach of faith ; circumſtances of neceſſity compelled him to con- 
ude a treaty with the French Republic, and we have not heard in 
Mat ſituation he is now to be conſidered with reſpeR to this country. 
Miniſters have already ſent large ſums to his Imperial Majeſty ; 
e are about to make till farther advances, and it cannot be eal 
4G2 
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culated that the alliance can be maintained at an expence to the ale. 
country of leſs than a ſum of two millions annually. I mean none, a 
reflection on the character of the Emperor; but if we ſhould not be A treaty 
able to grant him the ſame aſſiſtanee, he may be reduced to the ſame WM ny rc 
neceſſity as the King of Sardinia, and compelled to conclude a peace, Ivo 
When all theſe circumſtances are conſidered, the ſacrifices which WM Com 
muſt neceſſarily be incurred in the attempt to wreſt Belgium from WM clared 
the French, and the uncertainty of obtaining the object, the Minif. WM none 


ter, who on that ground only ſhall refuſe to make peace, has un- ape 
doubtedly much to anſwer for on the ſcore both of policy and hu. WE fat ſ. 
manity. Here comes the queſtien of the treaty concluded with WM moſt 


the Emperor in 1793, by which we engaged not to lay down our WW ttis i! 
arms without his conſent. I greatly lamented the conclufion of WM te cor 
any ſuch treaty at the time, and then brought forward a motion that WM throw 
it was the duty of the Houſe not to approve of any engagement bund 
that might tend to create obſtacles in the way of peace. It we Win the 
urge the ſtipulations of a treaty, as a reaſon why we cannot con- Wi which 
clude peace but on certain terms, we directly ſandtion the fort of Cher 
argument which is repreſented as ſo unjuſtifiable on the part of the um 
French. I certainly am no friend to ſetting up the Conſtitution t se ar: 
France againſt the Dr:it Publique of Europe. But are the French ture 
in their arrangements to conſider the engagements of our treaties, as Wiſs ali 
of greater weight and conſequence than we affect to conſider theirs ! 121011 
The right honourable gentleman has put the caſe, that ſuppoſing the Ie, 
French Conſtitution decreed that the city of Weſtminiter formed 
an integral part of the Republic, were we bound to reſpec ſuch 
a determination? The caſe may be retorted, that it we by our 
treaty with the Emperor bad ſtipulated to put him in poſſeſſion of e 
Paris, with what colour could fo ridiculous a ſtipulation be urged ase 
an obſtacle to peace? We had no more right to talk of our trea- ſd th 
ties, than they of the regulations laid down with reſpect to their e tir 
boundaries. If an abſurd or impraQiicable condition is introduced Wiropoſ 
into a treaty, is there nct reaſon to ſuſpect, that it has been foiled Wa at 
in merely for the purpoſe of throwing difficulties in the way of peace? WW pea 
The right honourable gentleman has gone at great length into Win o 
the ſubjet of the French Conſtitution. He laid great ſtreſs on a lice 
remark of M. Delacroix, that it would be impoſſible to revoke Hen r 
the regulations of the Conſtitution with reſpe& to the boundaries of fler v 
the Republic without convening the primary aſſemblies. This, b 
which he treated as an exaggeration of the propoſition of the French the di 
Miniſter, that it was impoſlible to give up any part of the territo!] azar 
annexed to the Republic, I, on the contrary, conſider in the light d «lik 
an explanation, and as doing away all the offenſive part of the pi Elf 
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the ee. For inſtance, if the Prince of Heſſe Dramſtadt applied to 
no WM oc, as a Miniſter of this country, to conclude with him a ſubſidiary 
t be WY treaty, if I thought the meaſure adviſable, I would have ſignified 
ime n readineſs to acquieſce in his application; but at the ſame time 
ace. | would have told him, that I muſt firſt conſult the Houſe of 
wich Commons, and that without their approbation the Conſtitution de- 
om WM cared that it was impoſſible to diſpoſe of any part of the public 
nif. WW noncv. The fare conduct I ſhould have purſued towards the 


un- Wl [mperor, in making advances to whom, Miniſters, during the pre- 
hu. ent ſeſſion, have thought themſelves entitled to diſpenſe with the 
with BW ot valuable privilege of the Houſe of Commons. And when in 


our WM this inſtance I cited the Conſtitution of this Country, it could not 
1 of te conſidered as a direct negative on the application, but only as 
th sing a difficulty in the way of the meaſure. We are not 
ent bund to reſpect the French Conſtitution ; but they, undoubtedly, 
uin the courſe of negotiation, may fairly urge any ground of difficulty 
con- ich its regulations preſent to a compliance with our demands. 
t af be right honourable gentleman has imputed to the French, all the 
' the WW rium and blame of breaking off the negotiation. He fays that 
ne are not bound by any thing as a fine qua non, for that, in the 
ench ure of a negotiation, is impoſſible until it is concluded. That 
„ 35 Ws calily ſtated in the courſe of a debate. But whatever the right 
irs? WM ionourable gentleman may ſay upon that ſubject, the world at 
arze, in judging diſpaſſionately upon the ſubject, will regard the 


med MW n:morial of Lord Malmeſbury as the ſine qua non of the Court of 
fuch Crrat Britain reſpecting Belgium. You ſay it may be recovered 


by force of arms. Good God? what is the probability of that 
went? What are we to do? What can we do? What ſecu- 
ly have we that we ſhall not fink in our proſpects upon that event, 


trea- nd that they will not riſe in proportion as we fink? Remember 
their tte time when Belgium was in poſſeſſion of the allies, and it was 
juced N poſed that we ſhou!d enter upon a negotiation for peace then, 
ited und at which time the French would have gladly attended to terms 
ace? e peace of which they will not now hear. What, in the proſecu- 


ton of this unhappy conteſt, are you to look for the farther you 
Pxeed, but terms ſtill worſe than thoſe which you might obtain 


oke ben now, if you gave proof of fincerity in the negotiation ? Con- 
ies of ber what your diſgrace will be if you fail to recover Belgium, which 
This, bu have told the world is a fine qua non. Have you conſidered 
rench de difficulties that may attend it. Are you prepared for all the 


lands that may attend it? If you are, ſay ſo at once boldly, and 

Alike men; but do not amuſe the people of this country by 2 

Eluſive pretence, as you did by an amendment, which you adopted, 
2 
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to get rid of the motion of an honourable friend of mine, and! 
which you ſtated to Europe that you would negotiate with Frand 


when its Government was capable of maintaining the relations WM M 
peace and amity with other powers. I know that theſe little tic ch! 
and artifices have had their ends. They have often, much "ict 
often, been employed to cover the dexterity of a debate; and i di. 
ſome ſituations they may almoſt appear harmleſs ; but theſe lit 
quibbling diſtinctions are not adapted to the important affairs Might 
which we are now to conlider. The Miniſter, in ordinary ea e 
ſhall be welcome on my part to his little triumph in ſuch little aſi: C 
tifices : but theſe are not times to indulge him in them. He i M 
not made for theſe times of great difficulty. When the fate of oke 
queſtion, comparatively indifferent, is before us, his talents are ve un, 
adapted to obtain ſucceſs, which, for my own part, I do not eu 0 
him ; but when the fate of Empires depend upon our proceedings net! 
we ſhould not give way to his vanity. Theſe are times that re boſe 
quire openneſs and candour, and a determination to look at H I. 
poſture of our affairs in a direct, a bold and undaunted manner! on 
Prevarication, ſubterfuge and evaſion, will not now do. It ede 
time to ſpeak out. "The plain queſtion now is, peace or war qinic 
However the right honourable gentleman may contrive to perſuadi en 
the majority of this Houſe, that his wiſhes and inclinations ben Fords 
towards peace, I have no doubt, but the papers, thoſe even int ſtem, 
miniſterial intereſts, will hold forth to the public, that the vigorouiſ* H 
proſecution of the war is the only meaſure which the country E 
left for its ſecurity. Members of this Houſe, when they go ine "at 
the country, will perhaps hold a different language, and tell ue in 
_ conſtituents and neighbours that they do not hold themſelves pledge” the 
to a contifhuance of the war. But it will not be believed. II Mem 
fine qua non with regard to Belgium, will overbalance the affertion tin 
of Members of Parliament. Parliament has net that etre 
- which it once had—Parliament does not deſerve to have eri t 
for 8 
Mr. YORKE here interrupted Mr. Fox, by calling to o le 
He ſaid, that when a gentleman aſſerted, in that Houſe, © “ 
Parliament had no credit with the country, and that it did not 0p" 
ſerve credit,” all reſpe& for the Houſe was done away: he ther em 
fore moved that Mr. Fox's words might be taken down. WM . 
Mr. FOX explained what he intended to ſay, when he vas My 
terrupted' by the honourable gentleman, Mr. Yorke, who fill coy the 
tended that the words were as he had ſtated them. 5 
The SPEAKER ſaid, that the rule of the Houſe was, ® wh 


when any gentleman deſired the words of another Member iv 
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taken down, it was neceſſary he ſhould put them down in writing, 
n order that they might appear in the ſhape of a motion. 

Mr. YORKE faid, that if the Houſe could tamely fit and hear 

ch language uſed reſpecting it, as had then been uſed ; lang inge 
nich would not have been brooked or ſuffered by their anceſtors, 
te did not think it was worth his while to put down their proceed- 
nas in writing ; the words, however, which he underſtood the 
not honourable gentleman to ſay, and which he moved again to 
have taken down, were, „ that the Parliament had not credit with 
ke Country, and did not deſerve credit.” 
He Mr. SHERIDAN faid, that the honourable gentleman who 
e de laſt, had moved for the words to be taken down; but for his 
e vel nn, when he reflected on the very extraordinary ſpeech which that 
tonourable gentleman had juſt delivered, he was at a loſs to decide, 
whether he meant that his own words ſhould be taken down, or 
hoſe of his right honourable friend. 

The SPEAKER ſtated to the Houſe his opinion of the point. 
one Member only moves for the words of any other Member 
to be taken down, it cannot be done. But if it ſhould be the 
ginion of a majority of the Houſe that the words ought to be taken 
bun, then it became the duty of that Member, who firſt deſired the 
words to be taken down, to ſtate them himſelf, as he underſtood 
them, in writing, in order that they might be fairly ſubmitted to 
tie Houſe in the form of a motion. The Member, who ſpoke the 
words, had a right to peruſe them when thus put into writing, and 
v ſtate what he apprehended he had actually ſaid, if he differed 
nith thoſe put down. He had alſo a right to give his explanation 
bthe Houſe ; and if there was a difference in the opinion of 
Members reſpeQing the words ſpoken and thoſe put down in 
ing, it then became a queſtion for the Houſe to determine. The 
feht honourable Member who ſpoke the words, had given an ex- 


Ionourable Member who called him to order — that honourable 
gentleman had interrupted the right honourable Member who poke 
te words before he had finiſhed the ſentence. In regard to the 
point of order, if it had appeared to him that the right honourable 
ember who ſpoke the words was out of order, he ſhould certainly 
ave taken notice of it. 

was in Mr Serjeant ADAIR was of opinion, that the words mentioned 
the honourable gentleman, who moved to take them down, 
fre the ſame, except the want of one word, which appeared to 
im to be of conſiderable import. The words were, „that the 
Ulament had not #hat credit in the country which it once had.” 


panation which was very different from thoſe mentioned by che 


600 PARLIAMENTARY  [Connoxs 


| Dec 

Tae leaving out which word, and the interruption of the ri. 
honourable gentleman before he finiſhed his ſentence, in his cin l 
cauſed all the blame which the honourable gentleman, who mots _ 
to take down the words, had attached to them. 0 tl 
Mr. YORKE ſaid, that from what had fallen from thc Icargel ns 
Serjeant as to the omiſſion of a word which he had not heard, | beg 
would not trouble the Houſe any farther, as he ſaw that 6if-rcfiM” , 
opinions prevailed as to the words ſpoken. — 
Mr. W. SMITH faid, that while the ſupport, good order, and - 
wholeſome regulations of the Houſe, were pretended to be the c * 
ject, it was neceſſary that a gentleman ſhould not be interrupc _ 
without a ſufficient cauſe. He therefore hoped the honourab! 4 X 
gentleman ſhould be obliged to procced with his motion, that th uy 
words might be taken down, and the opinion of the Houſe h. " 
upon them. For his part, he had attended to what the honour # q 
ble gentleman had faid on the ſubject, and he thought his word * 
had been infinitely more offenſive and diſreſpectful to the Hou ' "= 
than any which had been uttered by his right honourable friend il, 
Mr. Fox was here much called upon to proceed. * 
Mr. FOX then proceeded to ſtate, that at the moment in which or 
he was interrupted, he was alluding to the circumſtances of nne 
time in which we live; and in the explanation he had befor}... 
given, as well as that he was now about to give, he did not will... 
to ſhelter himſelf againſt any motion which the honourable gentle * 
man had made, or might think proper hereafter to make, on tie, 
ſubject. I ſaid, Sir, (continued Mr. Fox, ) that this Houſe has not mr, 
the credit with the Public, nor does it deſerve that credit, white 
former Houſes of Commons had. I ſay this, Sir, on the moe; \ 
thorough conviction. I am ſenſible that in ſaying ſo, I do du, 
ſpeak with ſo much reſpect of this Houſe as it is my with to be aba n. 
to do. I am forry for it. I muſt, however, declare what I be ie. g 
lieve to be the truth. I have now re- ſtated my words, and t on 
honourable gentleman may take them down if he pleaſcs. T hes; t, 
is, Sir, one particular circumſtance attending the preſent buſineſs. * 
which is a general prevailing idea, that the Houſe cannot get off the _ 
deciſion of this day. It was now plainly the queſtion of peace e pati 
war. The propoſition of the negotiation was faid to be for peace Wii con, 
the preſent addreſs is evidently for war. It will not be got n b. 
of by any ambiguous ſhuffling, by way of amendment, as ſons deny 
former motions in this Houſe have been. An honourable fiene 
of mine near me (Mr. Grey) ſome time ago moved a fact. Te 1 
Miniſter thought proper to decline it, but he did not dare do it by de, t 
direct negative; he therefore got rid of it by an evaſive manque +. 


Vo. 


Pg 


N C 4 
* - 
« 


x t a - 
- wer ” — 
+ 4 : a 9 T? — 


pa 6s 4” N 
Ty ö „ 


arned 
1 
y 1 


belgium is really entitled to be regarded as a ſine qua non, that it is 
n object for which this country ought to continue at war, till it has 
expended another hundred millions, and ſhed the blood of half a 
million more wretched fouls; if the Houſe thinks fo, it ought 
genly to declare its opinion. If, on the contrary, the Houſe 
hould think with me, that it is not worth the riſk of this country 
epending ſuch immenſe treaſures of money and blood to obtain 
Klgium, in order to reſtore it to the Emperor, who may, perhaps, 
na ſhort time, be no longer our ally; then let them act like men, 
and by ſome fair and unequivocal amendment, convince the country, 
ml ihew the world, that they will not be longer ſubſervient to ſuch 
adreadful waſte of blood and treaſure. I now come, Sir, to what 
sfaid with regard to the breaking off the negotiation, by making. 
lelgium a fine qua nen. If it be true that Lord Malmeſbury had 
tne this, I aſk upon what ground it was done. Was the Em- 
peror a party to the negotiation * Here, then, is a fine qua non 
made in a matter intended folely for the benefit of the Emperor, to 
dich, nevertheleſs, he is not a party, and which we do not know 
whether he himſelf would abſolutely inſiſt on or not. Surely this 
night have been known before the negotiation. was entered upon. 
When we were fo often ſending ſuch immenſe ſums to the Em- 
or, millions after millions, ſome perſon or other employed in 
fioſe offices might have aſked the queſtion. - Had any one done 
b! No. I aſk any impartial man, if this is not a mere mockery ? 
bu, ſays the right honourable gentleman with great emphaſis, why 
ad not the Directory preſent a contre projet ® To whom ſhould 
ley preſent it? was the Emperor a party? No. They had, then, 
W one to preſent it to, for every thing contained in our projet was 
ir the Emperor's benefit alone. I agree with the right honoura- 
le gentleman as to the principle, that a people, who come into the 
Picr of another people by the chance of war, cannot, by the law 
Tnations, be diſpoſed of, lawfully, till the definitive treaty of peace 
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Tight in the ſhape of a ſhuffling amendment. In conſequence of the 
"OY avis of that day, one hundred millions ſterling have been added 1 
A, o the national debt, and half a million of ſouls have been ſwept 170 
fom the face of the earth. If the Houſe ſhall be of opinion that io 
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ey concluded ; but this is very different from a people who are left 

bot PP liberty to chuſe a government for themſelves, and who, after ſuch 

: * iy, voluntarily adopt the ſtep of uniting themſelves with their 14 
| "I ehbours, and thoſe who, perhaps, at one time might have claimed bio 


er them the right of conqueſt. There is one thing very remark- 
de, that in all this negotiation, where almoſt every poſſeſſion of v 
the parties is taken notice of, one place ſhould neve once have 
Vol. I. 4H 
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been mentioned. The name of the valuable and important iſland 12 
of Cortica never appears in a ſingle ſolitary inſtance. Did Mi. The 
niſters ſay when they took Corſica, you may form a government of If i 
your own, and be a free people? Did they offer to leave them to WW... 
themſelves? No; they ſent a Viceroy. Sir Gilbert Elliot went as bn 
a Repreſentative of His Mlajeſty ecoked them up a Conſtitution, Wi de. 
half French, halt Engliſh, and endeavourcd to detach them en— * 
tirely from any predilections they might be impreſſed with in fi. I 
rour of French principles. The French were, and always had WW in 
been, repreſented by Miniſters, and thoſe they employed, as a Wi 74. 
hoard of aſſaſſins. Suppoſe the Corſicans had ſaid they choſe the ii ;.... 
King of Great Britain as their King, and had defired, in the Wi ;.... 
ſtrongeſt terms, to be attached to the Britiſh empire as a part of i, Will ber 
and entreated that they might not be given up to this hoard of WW gun 
aſſaſſins; would you have ſaid in a negotiation for peace, that WW... + 
Corſica was an object of reſtoration ? I tancy not. May not de . 
French, then, uſe the ſame argument with reſpec to Belgium: une. 
On former occaſions, when I faid the conqueſts in the Weſt Ladies unte 
would be a means of negotiation, the right honourable gentleman mer 
flarted at the idea. He then ridiculed the idea of fatus quo crit d 
bellum ; he particularly alluded to Martinico, which he iid ws .. 
not to be conſidered like a conqueſt in former wars. That tlis ”m 
iſland was taken at the particular requeſt of the inhabitants of it, reg 
who all deſired to be taken into the protection and allegiance, and of «1 
to become ſubjects of His Britannic Majeſty. Martinico was, I dne 
however, mentioned in this negotiation, and the right honourable Wl -. 
gentleman had gone off from his high language. The right ho- "We 
nourable gentleman had mentioned the breaking off the negot-· wor 
ation as a matter of diſappointment, but not of defpondency d nee 
deſpair ;” I certainly do not view it either in deſpondeney or «RY ae 
ſpair. I very well known that we are not yet at the end of our re =y 
ſources, but I am certain we are every day approaching nearer toil, frike 
If we had peace at this moment, [ have very little doubt but, with bm 
- ceconomy in every department, a due regard to the finances and w 5 
the encouragement of the commerce and manufactures of the try 
country, we might ſtill retrieve from our preſent difficulties ; but 10 prix 
the war is to continue any length of time, God only knows LL b 
may be the dreadful conſequences. Certain, however, it is, 18; 
peace cannot be obtained by a perſeverence in the preſent wy Ame 
It muſt be changed. I am not one of thoſe who with to alter Fa 
Conſtitution: I with only to reform it ; to reſtore the voice of . 4. 
people to that rank in it which it is entitled to hold ; 2 _ ; Wig: 
opinion of the Miniſter, nhing ; to fee that of the People, "Mw; 
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and fam told, you wiſh for a removal of the preſent Miniſters. I do. 
i he Country cannot be ſaved without it. The People muſt chuſe. 
t of i there are thoſe who love the Conſtitution to which they were born, 
\ to ind not the defacings of it by Miniſters, it is time for them to ſtand 
forward, to ſhew themſelves, and by conſtitutional means, renovate 
10n, the Conſtitution, which alone can fave themſelves. and their poſte- 
en- ji from inevitable ruin. 


* 


fa- It has been ſaid, that the breaking off the negotiation was all 
had wing to the unreaſonableneſs of the enemy. I do not think ſo. 
15 2 Bi They have taken advantage of the ſituation in which their great 
the i ficceſs has placed them. If they ſhould be able to continue their 
tic WY ficcefies ; if they ſhould in conſequence riſe in their demands; 
'f it, WM there muſt be great alteration in the conduct of Miniſters, or our 
= fruation will be deplorable indeed. TI cannot here help reflecting 
tat 


m the period of the American war. Able men uſed then to fay, 
It is not our fault; we are not to blame; tis all owing to the 
unreaſonableneſs of the enemy that we do not obtain peace.” Infa- 
tated and ſelf- abuſed men! They were afterwards, fatally for the 
Intereſts of this country, convinced of the folly of their arguments, 
md obliged ro accept of terms far more againſt them, than they 
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were, But, good God, Sir! what were the calamities then, com- 
pred to thoſe we have now to ſtruggle with ? What the proſpe& 
i extricating ourſelves then, compared with the preſent? The 
ontemplation of the difference is ſhocking to think of. To Ame- 
a we had little to give but her independence, and the trouble of 
wneiliating her loſt affection; to France, Spain, &e. mutual reſti- 
tions. In the preſent cafe, we have no proſpect but the continu- 
nce of the war.; and the conſequences: of that are too dreadful to 
nticipate, farther than I have already done. There is one other 
prt of the right honourable gentleman's political eonduct, which 
ſinkes upon my mind at this moment, and which I cannot forbear 
o mention; I mean his entrance into Parliament. This was 
Wards the cloſe of the American war. He began his Parliamen- 
#7 career by oppoſing it moſt vehemently, and ſoon after the ma- 
Miy which had carried on the war was put an end to, the right 
lonourable gentleman complimented the Rockingham Adminiſtra- 
Wn, and ſaid, you have deſtroyed the majority which carried on the 
Americar, war; but you cannot be ſure of having gained your end, 
I jou do not firike at the root of the evil. There muſt be a ra- 
dei reform, otherwiſe Miniſters may, on future occaſions, ariſe, 
Mio. will again plunge the country: into more bloody and: expenfive 
vas thay even that we have got rid of. The forebodings and 
4H 2 : 


right have obtained, had negotiations been offered long before they 
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predictions of the right honourable gentleman had been now fatal! 
accompliſhed. He himſelf had lived to become that very Miniſter 
whoſe anticipated mi ſconduct he had fo feelingly deplored, and ng 
ſooner became poticfied of miniſterial influence, than he uſed it 
more liberally than his predeceſſors had ever done, not only t 
prevent reform, but to ſtab the Conſtitution in every vein, and ty 
plunge us into armaments and wars far more prodigal and lavi 
both in blood and treaſure, than had ever been known before in the 
annals of our hiſtory. I ſhall not trouble the Houſe, Sir, any fa 
ther at preſent. I have already taken up too much of their time 
before I fit down, however, I will intreat the Houſe to give the 
ſubject the moſt mature examination. If they are not for the con 
tinuance of the war, I hope they will, lixe men, withdraw their con 
fidence from that quarter, where it has been, in my opinion, ſo long 
miſplaced, and vote for the amendment which I ſhall have the 
honour to ſubmit to the Houſe. Mr. Fox then moved as an amend 
ment, that, aftcr the words © returning His Majeſty thanks for hi 
gracious meſſage,” there be inſerted the following: 
© That this Houſe has learnt with inexpreſſible concern, that 
the negotiation His Majeſty lately commenced for the reltcration o 
peace has been unhappily fruſtrated. refuſe 
In ſo awful and momentous a critis, the Houſe of Common Repu 
feel it their duty to ſpeak to His Majeſty with that freedom and car-W part t 
neſtneſs which becomes men anxious to preſerve the honour of H fecif 
Majeſty's Crown and to ſecure the intereſts of his pęople. That, i ent. 
doing this, they ſincerely deplore that they are under the neceſſity id m; 
declaring, that, as well from the manner in which the late neg0hſWiitior 
tiation has been conducted, as from the ſubſtance of the memoriagMtun | 
which appears to have produced the abrupt termination of it, ie dj 
have reaſon to think His Majeſtv's Miniſters were not ſincere i be de 
their endeavour to procure the bleſſings of peace ſo neceſſary for i te e. 
diſtrefſed country, and that all proſpect of pacitication ſeems entirel « 
removed from their view. For on the one hand His Majel'y ey 
Miniſters inſiſt upon the reſtoration of the Netherlands to the £minne 
peror as a ſine qua non from which they have pledged His Majeſ matic 
not to recede ; while, on the other, the Executive Directory of th 
French Republic, with equal pertinacity, claim the preſervation of 
that part of their conqueſt as a condition from which they cannd 
depart. | 
«© That, under theſe circumſtances, this Houſe cannot help lament 
ing the raſhneſs and injuſtice of His Majeſty's Miniſters, whol 
long-continued miſcondu& has produced this embarraſſing ſituation 
by adviſing His Majeſty, before the bleſſings of peace had been Un 
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au fortunately interrupted, to refuſe all negotiation for the adjuſt- 
fer WW ment of the then ſubſiſting differences, although at that time the 
| nol Netherlands, now the main obſtacle to the return of tranquillity, ſo 
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fir from being conſidered as an object of conteſt, was ſolemnly re- 
nounced, and the peace of Europe offered into His Majeſty's hands 
upon the baſis of that renunciation, and upon the ſecurity and inde- 
pendence of Holland, whilit the preſerved her neutrality towards 
France. 

« That this Houſe hath farther deeply to regret, that ſoon after 
ime de commencement of the war, when by the vigour of His Ma- 
ears arms, with the aſſiſtance of, his allics, the Republic of Hol- 
cn 12nd had been reſeued from invaſion, and the greateſt part of the 
con Netherlands had been recovered by the Emperor; at a time too 
lone vhen moſt of the Princes of Europe with refourees yet unexhauſted, 
re continued firm in their alliances with Great Britain, His Majeſty's 
nend \liniſters did not avail themſelves of this high and commanding po- 
or hi don for the negotiation of an honourable peace, and the eſtabliſh- 
ment of the political balance of Europe; that, on the contrary, with- 
out any example in the principles and practice of this or any other 
nation, it is with pain this Houſe recollects His Majeſty's Minifter 
refuſed to ſet on foot any negotiation whatſoever with the French 
Republic ; not upon a real or even 2iledged unwillingneſs on his 
part to liſten to the propoſitions now rejected by her, or to any other 
ſpecific propoſal of indemnity or political ſecurity, but upon the arro- 
fant and inſulting pretence that her Government was not capable 
af maintaining the accuſtomed relations of peace and amity amongſt 
mtions, and that on this unfounded and merely ſpeculative aſſump- 
bn His Majeſty was advifed to continue the war to a period when 
tte difficulties in the way of peace have been ſo much increaſed by 
be defect of moſt of the powers engaged in the confederacy, and by 
lie conqueſts and conſequent pretenſions of the French Republic. 
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entire) That this Houſe having thus humbly ſubmitted to His Ma- 
[ajeliy Wy the reflections which His Majeſty's gracious communication 
he £m nnciately ſuggeſt, feel themſelves in duty bound, for the infor- 
Majell WW mation of His Majeſty, and the ſatisfaction of an exhauſted people, 
y of th v proceed with unremitting diligence to inveſtigate the cauſes which 
ation ne produced our preſent calamities, and to offer ſuch advice as 


cannot 
dure.“ 5 

Mr. Secretary DUN DAs ſaid, that the ſpeech of the right ho- 
durable gentleman who had juſt ſat d« wn, was one of the moſt 
Moent and miſchievous that he ever heard come from an en- 
"med Oppoſition. There was ſcarce one topic contained in it 
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that was not calculated to give countenance and encouragement ti 
our enemies; to ſupply their defects, and to ſhew them the fever WM? 
points of which they might avail themſelves, to the prejudice of thi 
country. In the good times of our forefathers, who were certain" 
wiſer and better than us, it never occurred to the moſt enflamed Pi 
triot to get up and avail himſelf of his fituation as a Member M 
that Houſe, to plead the cauſe of the enemy, in tlie manner thi 
French Republic was encouraged and applauded that night. H. mth 
did not mean to follow the right honourable gentleman through thi ad ( 
whole of thoſe topics which he had dwelt on that night, and xh ol 
he had lugged into every ſpeech he made in that Houſe theſe H . 
years paſt, With reſpect to the change of ſyſtem propoſed by lin he e 
at home, he muſt make an obſervation or two. It was certain! 
aukward for him, in his ſituation of one of the King's Miniſters, t werf 
fay any thing on the ſubject; but that auk wardneſs was, in a ge 
degree, removed by the manner of the right honourable gentleman With 
who intimated, that no public man in England, for twelve yea 
paſt, was capable of governing the country but himſelf. The ria" 
honourable gentleman had not the good fortune, however, to fin © 
the country concur in opinion with him. It was, indeed, rate" 
extraordinary, that with Miniſters fo very unpopular as he wu. q 
have the preſent to be, and while he was day after day advertili 
himſelf for a place, he could not perſuade the country to join hi 
in his opinion. The point he meant to ſtate was exactly this, th 
whenever the right honourable gentleman ſpuke in the name an 
under the ſanction of the public, he gave no maniteitation of havin 
received authority from the public to do ſo, nor to declare in the 
name that they had paſſed a verdict on the Minifters of the Crow 
The right honourable gentleman's preſent amendment was a ve 
„fair one; he called upon the Houſe to make a declaration that the 
believed the Miniſters to have been infincere. For his own pa 
he was ready to make his appeal to the Houſe ; upon that iſſue 
would call upon the Members, as honeſt men, to lay their hands © 
their hearts and give their opinion, whether they thought Miniſt 
had omitted any meaſures that might procure peace for the count!) 
All the conqueſts made from the enemy by us were offered up 353 
equivalent for the reſtitution of thoſe made from our ally. He agre 
that the expences of this war were very great; but our ſucceb 
equal to it; and there was not a foreign poſſeſſion belonging t 8 
enemy that we had not taken, except one ifland ; and all theſe we 
offered to be ſurrendered as a compenſation for what was to be 
ſtored to our allies. The Emperor's and our ſituation were dn 
into one common ſtock, We profeſſed ourſelves willing to fel 
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wiſh the acquiſitions we had made, in order to procure him the reſti- 
tion of the territories he had loſt. With reſcect to Holland, and 
ke charge of indiſcretion made againſt him for his declaration con- 
ming the Cape of Good Hope, he would obſerve, that that decla- 
nion had not been made lightly or without due deliberation ; and 
ke was convinced that when he urged the retaining of that poſſeſ- 
ln for ever, he was conſulting the deareſt intereſts of the country, 
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g 1 jithout injuring thoſe of any other power. And if this poſſeſſion 
h a nd Ceylon ſhould be wreſted from our hands, he ſhould regret it 


z the greateſt calamity. But it never was his intention to take from 
folland its trade to the Cape, from the actual poſſeſſion of which 
he could now derive no benefit; for the Dutch Eaſt-India Com- 


whic 
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Kh any was always too weak to keep it at that great expence which was 
ans eeſſary, It was on that ground diſtinctly that he had ſtated the 
7 mention of Government never to give up the Cape of Good Hope. 
* i reſpect to the Auſtrian Netherlands, they had engaged the 
en ntion of this country for near three hundred years. The im- 
e Fal unee of the ſubject was recorded on the journals of that Houſe. 
** ewould appeal to the old French Monarchy for the truth of the 

** uertion, that one acre of land in the Auſtrian Netherlands was 
vo 2 whole province in France. He wiſhed thus to impreſs on 
een Houſe the importance of the country in queſtion, in order that 
in hic emen might weigh the ſubject before they adopt the propoſitions 
is, lll the right honourable gentleman ; and that they might ſee how 
me nary it was for His Majeſty to demand as a condition, that they 
{havin be cvacuated by France. He wiſhed to aſk the right ho- 
in wa ble gentleman, what other concluſion was France to draw from 
C Propoſition, but that of their having a greater right to retain the 
4 aherlands with obſtinancy ? Perhaps, his mind, gloying with 
hat e erlal patriotiſm and benevolence, thought it neceſſary to convey 
un pe r enemies every kind of information which might ſerve their 
« iſſue ples. The chance of recovering the Netherlands was not very 
hands oi if we conſider the late ſucceſſes of the Emperor, and the 
Miniſte ability of his till gaining more. He therefore did not think 
count proſpect ought to be abandoned. The real queition before the 
wal ule was the manner in which the negotiation was broke off. He 
He G1 flattered himſelf that every gentleman in the Houſe would have 
\ocels w med ſuch an opinion on this ſubject as to be unanimous in aſſiſt- 
ing wü e Executive Government to reſiſt the inſolent demands of our 
theſe «73; and that no gentleman would have ſupported or encouraged 
« to be n. There was nothing in the conſtitutional code of France 
ere o could juſtify them in their extravagant propoſitions. They de- 


g to tel "Wu to give up every thing as a preliminary; ſo that when we 
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ſhould begin to treat, we were to have nothing to treat with. He 
controverted the ſtatc. nent of Mr. Fox, reſpecting the application 
made through the medium of the Daniſh Ambaſſador, for a patlport 


to a Minitter, properly accredited, to commence a negotiation. on N 
the part of this country. The anſwer given to that applicaticn Dun 
was — Send your couriers to the frontiers of the Republic, and noht 
when they arrive there, let them apply in the regular way for paſl. hid, 


ports to come to Paris.” Did any gentleman in that Houſe ſuppoſe s » 
ſuch an anſwer an indication, that the French Directory meant de f 
treat with this country on friendly terms? 


mar, 

His Myjeliy's Miniſters ſtill wiſhing to carry their moſt carnet nere 
wiſh for the negotiation of peace into effect, as ſoon as the neceſ. Mg 1; 
ſary preliminaries were adjuſted, ſent Lord Malmeſbury to Paris, Mn.cic 


who, as ſoon as the forms of his reception would admit, delivered 
a memorial, or rather two memorials, ſtating the terms that his 
Lordthip was empowered to offer — One for Great Britain as an in 
dividual power, the other for Great Britain in concert with her allies, 
After bcing received, they were objected to for want of ſignatures, 
although they were accompanied by, and inclofed in, a ſigned note 
from the Miniſter Plenipotentiary : and here it may not be impro- 
per to obſerve, that his Lordſhip did not receive a line from the 
Executive Directory, or their ?inifter of Exterior Relations, Mon- 
ſicur Delacroix, reſpecting either the baſis of the negotiation, or the 
particular points to be conceded to, or receded from, by either of th 
contracting partics. : 

So much on the point of ſincerity. Facts would beſt ſho 
which party had been wanting in a real dctire to promote peace. 
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He would aſk, did the French, in any period of the buſineſs, come Mr 
forward to negotiate, and were re cd by us 5 No—the conta 
is the truth. We have regularly uſed every means, from the not uſe t 


of Mr. Wickham at Baſle, to the late miſſion of Lord Malmeſ 
bury, to bring about fo deſirable an event, but without ſucceis 
There is a pertinacity about the French Government that precluds 
except in appearance only, all overturcs for a peace, which it is con 
ceived they do not at this time wiſh for, by the obſtacles they put! 
the way of its completion. | . 
He then requeſted that gentlemen would not ſuffer their opinion 
to be led aſtray from the real queſtion, by the ſophiſtry of Mr. For 
a ſophiſtry which he was ſorry to ſay did not only tend to lead froſt 
the queſtion, but in its eventual application tended to ſtrengthen thi 
hands of our enemies, by giving delufive ſtatements of our real {1tua 
tion. He concluded with folemnly calling upon the Houſe, if the 
conceived the Adminiſtration had acted with that duplicity and Il 
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fncerity with which they were charged, to paſs a vote of cenſure 
won them, and inflict a heavy puniſhment ; but let it be unmixed 
vith any other matter. 

Mr. GREY replied to ſeveral of the points mentioned by Mr. 


ten Dundas. He ſaid he would leave the Houſe to judge how far his 
and roht honourable friend had been advertiſing for a place; he who 


al- bad, during the performance of his duty for many years, enjoyed 
pole WM |: of royal favour than any other gentleman ; and againſt whom 
t oi the ſame alluſions had been made while he oppoſed the American 
mr. He paid. Mr. Fox ſome very high compliments as to his diſ- 
nel i intereſtedneſs in his political character, and hoped he ſhould one day 
ccl-Wi te him poſſeſſing that ſituation, which the preſent holder of it had 
aris, MW manifcſted his inability to maintain. It is probable the people of 
'ered England will one day declare, whether gentlemen who regularly 
t ni wort every Adminiſtration, ſupport the proſecution of the war, 
nn. the accumulation of the taxes, if thoſe men are their beſt friends, 
les e thoſe who oppoſe thoſe meaſures, though unfortunately in a mi- 
ures, iy. For his own part, he begged to put in for a ſhare of the cen» 
note ur paſſed on his right honourable friend; and whatever the mo- 
pro- vnary triumph of that night might be, gentlemen would, at ſome 
n the riod, perceive that they had been not the enemiss, but the ſup- 
Moers of the true intereſts of their country. He inſiſted that the 
or to ndamental evil from which all our misfortunes flowed, was, that 
of eg ee never had been the real object of thoſe who carried on the 
mr. They went upon a ſyſtem of extermination, and by this means 
ur enemies, were fo irritated, there was danger of the war being 
lever brought to an amicable concluſion. 

Mr. Grey remarked, that the right honourable Secretary (Mr. 
Dundas) had made an erroneous ſtatement, when he informed the 
ule that the Britiſh had conquered every iſland belonging to the 
neh except one. He had no doubt forgotten the Iſle of Bour- 
mn, Cayenne, and ſev-ral other iſlands of conſequence, which are 
lll in their poſſeſſion. 
tle proceeded to take a review of Lord Malmeſbury's letter to 
xd Grenville, He contended M. Delaeroix' propoſition to his 
raſhip, of offering an equivalent to the Emperor for the Auſtrian 
herlands in the ſecularization of the three Eccleſiaſtical Elec- 
tes, and ſeveral Biſhoprics in Germany and Italy, might be con- 
med as a kind of contre projet, and ought to have been attended 
3 much we might wiſh that the Netherlands ſhould re- 
kin in poſſeſſion of the Emperor, he feared that the moſt ſanguine 
ations of Miniſters could hardly lead them to hope they could 
pine by force, He conſidered the propoſition of retaining the 
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meſt important poſſeſſions of our former ally, Holland, even though 
thot country might be reſtored to its antient Conſtitution, as a moſt 
profligate trait in the late negotiation. The offer of reſtoring Mar. 
tinico and Pondicherry only, (for St. Lucia and Tobago were to be 
kept as an equivalent for our ſuppoſed claims on St. Domingo) for 
all the conqueſts made by France on the Emperor, was a moſt abſu;d 
and extravagant propoſition. He called upon the Houſe to refle& 
on the calamitous ſituation of the country, the burden of taxes which 
muſt be impoſed on the people, the torrents of blood that would flow, 


and the millions of lives that muſt be {till loſt if the war was ſuf. 
fered to be proſecuted. 


At length the Houſe divided, 

For Mr. Fox's Amendment, 37 —Againſt it, 212. 

When the Houſe was reſumed, 

Mr. GREY, after explaining the critical ſituation of the country 
in conſequence of the approaching unexpected campaign, moved, 
that the Houſe be called over on the 1oth of January. 

Mr. FOX ſupported this motion, and the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer oppoſed it, expreſſing at the fame time his deſign of moving 
to-morrow that the Houfe ſhould be adjourned to the 14th of 
February. 

The Houſe divided, 

For, Mr. Grey's motion, 31— Againſt it, 164. 

The Houſe, at half paſt two o'clock, adjourned. 


% 


Lift of the Minority en the Amendment of Mr. Fox, ti the Addreſs fir 


the continuance of this war. 


Baker, J. Peirſe, H. 
Bamptylde, Sir C. Plummer, W. 
Barclay, G. Richardſon, J. 
Biddulph, R. Ruſſel, Lord W. 
Bouverie, Hon. E. Scadamore, ]. 
Brogden, G. Sheridan, R. B. 

- Burch, J. R. Snum, G. 
Burdett, F. Smith, W. 
Byng, G. Spencer, Lord R. 
Combe, Alderman Stanley, Lord 
Courtenay, ]. Taylor, M. A. 
Erſkine, Hon. T. Thomp!, . 
Fox, C. ]. Tierney, G. 
Grey, C. Tufton, Hon. H. 
Hare, ]. Tufton, Hon. ]. 
Huſſey, W. Whitbread, 8. 
Jefferys, N. | Walwayn, ]. 
Nicholls, J. Weſtern, C. C. 
North, D. 


— TIIIIS J. Jekyll, and General Tarleton. 
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uph Saturday, 31ft December. 


noſt Dr. LAWRENCE obſerved to the Houſe, that the circum- 
lar- WW Gance which had attended the debate of the preceding night had 


| be made a very confiderable impreſſion on his mind, and the more he 
for Wi cnfidered the ſubject, the more was he impreſſed with its impor- 
{urd tance to the country. What he particularly alluded to, was the 
fie demand inſiſted upon by the power with whom we were involved in 
hich WY var, that a propoſition for peace on the part of this country ſhould 
iow, be founded on a baſis conſonant to the principles preſcribed by their 
(uf- own Conſtitution. This he conceived a queſtion of ſuch magni- 
tude, that he wiſhed to «raw the attention of the Houſe to a full 
inveſtigation of it. There were alſo other points neceſſary to be 
more accurately underſtood. It was particularly requiſite to recon- 
dle diverſity of opinions reſpeRing the exclufive power of Miniſters 
uniry Bll 0 adopt ſuch terms of negotiation with an enemy, as they thought 
ved, Wl rroper ; for himſelf, he conceived ſuch a power was properly 
£ placed in their hands, ſubje& to the controul of the Houſe. How- 
e Eger, it was his intention the firſt vacant day after the receſs, to 
ove il bing forward a motion, the object of which would-be to ſtate the 
{th ot BN cation of the country in the former part of the war, and the 
ſituation of the country now, together with the ſubject of the baſis 

tat had been propoſed to France in the late negotiation. 
Lord STOPFORD informed the Houſe, Sl His Majeſty had 
been waited upon with the addreſs, in anſwer to his moſt gracious 
10 neſſage, at which he had been pleaſed to expreſs his particular ſa- 

rels [it 


tation, and to declare it gave him the moſt ſenſible pleaſure to 
reeive ſuch an aſſurance of the ſupport of the Houſe of Commons, 
n an occaſion ſo important to the welfare and proſperity of the 
wuntry. His Majeſty was alſo pleaſed to declare, that a copy of 
tle treaty with the Prince of Heſſe Darmſtadt ſhould be laid before 
be Houſe. 

The Houſe refolved ſelf into a Committee upon the bill for 
lie better relief. and maintenance of the poor. 

Mr. JEKYLL exprefled a wiſh, as the ſubject was of fo much 
Mlequence, that a greater number of copies of the bill might be 
Pinted than uſual, for the purpoſe of diftributing throughout the 
Kingdom. 

The SPEAKER faid, he had already determined to have a num- 
ber of copies printed, greatly exceeding what had, on · any former 
walion, been deemed requiſire. He had ordered 1 500, and that 
be prefs ſhould ſtand open, in order that more might be printed 
| nccdtiary, without incurring much additional expence. 
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Mr. Chancellor PITT obſerved, that it was his intention, after dit 
the bill had been committed, and the blanks filled up, to have it vhc 
recommitted after the receſs, in order that it might undergo as a. the 1 
curate a diſcuſſion, and be as fully underſtood, and rendered + irc 


perfect as poſſible. obttr 
The bill was committed, reported, and ordered to be printed. 1 
The ſeveral orders were deferred till after the receſs, and the petit 
Houſe then adjourncd until the 14th day of February next. that 
coun 
Tueſday, 14th February. Hou 
A petition was preſented from the Weſt-India planters and mer. s 
chants, praying that the bill now pending in Parliament, for the * 
conſtruction of wet docks, may paſs into a law. The petition © 
was ordered to lie on the table. "m 
A petition to the ſame effect was preſented from the Eaſt-India tou 
Company, which was alſo ordered to lie on the table. In 
Mr. Newland, from the Bank of England, preſented at the bar A 
an account of the Bills of Exchange accepted by the Treaſury, and ©. 
paid by the Bank, from the firſt of January 1795, to the 31ſt F" 
December, 1796; alſo, an account of the ſums ifſued by the Bank, 8 
by order of the Commiſſioners appointed for the Liquidation af 'o 
the National Debt, during the ſame period, which were brought 6 
up, and ordered to lie upon the table. | 
The Sheriffs of London preſented a petition at the bar from 
the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Council of the city of London, 8 
in Common Council aſſembled, praying for the extenſion of the * : 
Juriſdiction of Courts of Conſcience, and that leave might be give! 5 
to bring in a bill for that pyrpoſe. The petition was brought up « | 
read, and ordered to lie upon the table. C 
Mr. Alderman Anderſon moved for leave to bring in the bil. a 
Leave given. Uh 
The Sheriffs of London preſented another petition from the "i 
Common Council of London, in favour of the Conſtruction d ms 
wet docks, but praying that the Houſe would allow them to bring T 
in a bill for that purpoſe, as they were the chartered guardians 08, . 
the trade of the river Thames. The petition being read, 1 


Mr. Alderman ANDERSON moved that it be referred to * 
Committee of the whole Houſe. 128 
Mr. MANNING expreſſed his ſatisfaction that the Corporation 
of the city of London had at laſt come the length of acknowledg's 
the neceſſity of making wet docks for the accommodation of the 
trade upon the river Thames, and that they were going to purlu 
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\fter : different line of conduct from that which they adopted laſt year, 
ve i ven they oppoſed the ſecond reading of the bill. The bill which 
d ac. the merchants had brought in, he expected to paſs through that 
d fl five to-morrow, and he hoped that this petition was not meant to 
cbſtruct its progreſs. | | 

ed, The SPEAKER informed the honourable Member that this 
the petition did not at all interfere with the ſecond reading of the bill; 
that ſome petitions had already becn preſented for the hearing of 
wuncil againſt it in this ſtage, which would be a queſtion for the 
Houſe to decide pon to-morrow. 

Mr. Alderman CURTIS faid, he did not mean to oppoſe the 


mer {cond reading of the bill to-morrow, nor had the city of London 
"1 given any ſuch inſtruction to its repreſentatives; all he wiſhed was, 
that they might be allowed to bring in another bill, and that the 
India Houſe ſhould decide upon their reſpective intereſts, 


Mr. Alderman ANDERSON hoped that the ſecond reading of 
the bill would be put off to ſome diſtant day, that the Houſe might 
be enabled to judge whether the plan of the merchants, or that 
which the city of London would propoſe, was preferable. 

Mr. MANNING oppoſcd the ſuggeſtion of Alderman Anderſon 
for poſtponing the ſecond reading of the bill. 

The petition was referred to a ſelect Committee, who are ordered 
o report thereupon to the Houſe. 


Fedneſday, 15th February. 


Sir W. PULTENEY preſented a petition from the Mayor, 
Aldermen, &c. of the town of Shrewſbury, ſtating, that in the year 
1784 a houſe of induſtry had been there inſtituted at a conſiderable. 
expence, and which had been attended with very beneficial conſe- 
quences ; that in its preſent ſhape, the poor bill which had been 
ought into Parliament would deſtroy the effects of the inſtitution; 
dey therefore prayed that a clauſe might be inſerted in the bill, to 
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m the 1 . ; 
Non af empt their inſtitution from its operation. Referred to a Com- 
i bring mittee on the poor bill. | 
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Mr. MANNING ſtated, that a conſiderable difference exiſted 
tween this bill and that introduced laſt year, which he conceived 
bone Fould remove, in a good meaſure, the objections which had been 
ledgin * againſt it. As the ſubject had already undergone fo much 
| of the euſſion, he would not enter into any details concerning the bill, 
) purſ _ content himſelf with moving that it be now read a 
ime, : 

1 


d to 


The order of the day for the ſecond reading of the wet- dock bill 
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Mr. Alderman CURTIS ſaid, that though ſeveral amendment 


had been made in the bill fince it was laſt before the Huuſe, it gi 2 
retained ſeveral objectionable parts: theſe, however, were not of nent 
ſuch a nature as to make it neceſſary to oppoſe it upon principle; he bring 
would, therefore, not object to the ſecond reading. In the mean hy 
time, he wiſhed the Houſe to underſtand, that when the bill ua; "Mr 
committed, he would object ſpecifically to the ſeveral parts he con- wort 
ecived to be exceptionable. The City certainly agreed that there Mr 
was a neceſſity for making docks, but would object particularly toi. i 
the erecting of warehouſes. Ely 4 
Mr. Alderman ANDERSON faid, that he had hoped that the e:! 
Houie would, upon a full conſideration, have made choice either o lid b 
the plan produced by the merchants, or that offered by the city o Mr 
London, and in their judgment he ſhould have acquieſced. He ddt e 
not nan to oppoſe the ſecond reading of the bill, but he would in- xk, 
fiſt that counſel ſhould be heard againſt thoſe parts which were con- Gat 


ſidered as exceptionable by the city of London. Mr 

Sir W. YOUNG expreſſed his pleaſure, that the ſubject va bnd 
diſcuſſed with ſo much more temper than it had been laſt ſeſſion. Numb 
He would not pretend to ſay which plan was beſt, being fatisfied to 14; 
ſee that they united in the principle, that ſomething was neceſſary toi; be 
be done. | waral 

Sir FRANCIS BARING faid a few words. 

The bill was then read a ſecond time, and referred to a Com- 
mittee. | 


Thurſday, 16th February. 
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This being the day for a ballot for a Committee on the Dom. ad . 
ton election petition, and only ninety Members being preſent, an unſd, 
adjournment took place. he bil 
: Friday, 171% February. | 1 

| 

The Houſe procceded to a ballot for a Committee to try the 4 | 
merits of the Downton election petition, and the following gentle the 
men were choſen : l ver 


Thomas Tyrwhit, Eſq. Gabriel Stewart, Eſq. 


b any 
Bryan Edwards, Eſq. G. Avguſtus Pollen, Eiq- Th 
John Angerſtein, Eſq. Sir Robert Ainſlie, 
Charles Smith, Eſq. James Strange, Eſq. 

Francis Gregor, -Eſq. William Currie, Eſq. 

Robert Sewell, Eſq. Nicholas Vanſittart, Eſq. 


Thomas Honyman, Eſq. Charles Abbott, Eſq. 
Ifaac Gaſcoyne, Eſq. | 
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Mr. MAINWARING preſented a petition againſt the bill for 
de relief of the poor, from the pariſhes of St. Margaret, St. Cle- 
nent, St. George Hanover-ſquare, St. Paul Covent-garden, &c. 
king that it would, if paſſed into a law, prove injurious to the 

jzhts and property of the inhabitants. 

"Mr. ROSE moved, that the Report of the Committee on the 

r bill be taken into conſideration on Monday ſe'nnight. 

Mr. WHITBREAD exprefled a defire to be informed, whe- 
her the merits of the bill were to be diſeuſſed before it could be 
filly and impartially conſidered ; and whether the documents which 
ere neceſſary for the information of gentlemen, were ready to be 
lid before the Houſe. 

Mr. ROSE begged leave to aſſure the honourable gentleman, 
hat every poſſible ſtep had been taken to accelerate the buſi- 
xs, and that the ſchedules were preparing with the utmoſt 
con-tiſpatch. 

Mr. WHITBREAD obſerved, that he feared it would be 
bund impoſſible, from the delay which had taken place, to go 
fon, tough the bill this ſeſſion. 

Mr. ROSE aſſured the honourable gentleman, that no exertions 
ary tod been omitted to bring forward a ſubje& which his right ho- 
wurable friend (Mr. Pitt) had conſidered of the utmoſt importance, 
ad on which he had beſtowed the moſt unremitting attention. In 


Com tentioning Monday for the conſideration of the report, he did not 
pltively ſay, that every thing would be in readineſs for that time, 
bough he entertained a confident hope of it. 

After ſome additional obfervations from Mr. WHI TBREAD, 
Donne 2 declaration from Mr. MAIN WARING;, that he truſted 
dc, ease rable notice would be given before the ultimate decifion of 

be bill, 

Mr. ROSE replied, that ſuch was certainly the intention of his 
* wit honourable friend. Gentlemen could not but admit, that 

* lee were many difficulties in objects fo various and complicated 
be the bill embraced ; yet he could aſſert with confidence, that if 

[ vere not brought forward this ſeſſion, it could not be Atributed 

Vany thing but neceſſity. 

q The report was ordered to be taken into conſideration on Mon- 


ly fe” nnight. 
Mr. WHITBREAD gave notice, that he ſhould, on Friday 
move for an inquiry into the conduct of Adminiſtration with 


y ect to the meaſures purſued for defeating the expedition planned 
! 2 French Republie againſt Ireland. 


ae the SPEAKER informing Mr. Whitbread that Mr. Fox's 


[ 
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motion for the repeal of the treaſon and ſedition bills ſtood for th: Th: 
day, Mr. Fox declared that he ſhould defer his motion until FH ati. 
day ſe'nnight. Agreed to. Th: 
The order of the day for the Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a Com ns ne 
mittee on the Quakers' bill, being read, Mr. 
Sir W. SCOTT moved, that the order do ſtand over till Thur Majeſt 
day next. de 
Mr. Serjeant ADAIR obſerved, that in one point of view hg Mr. 
coincided with his honourable friend in deferring the going into thiMſitzent 
Committee. He was concerned to find that the thin ſtate of the nie 
Houſe was in itſelf a ſufficient argument for that meaſure ; yet ne (ai, 
could not help expreſſing his f:1ccre regret, that a bill of fo mue ande 
real importance, and which, notwithſtanding his continued exertion, empla 
had been ſo often protracted, was not at that moment able to ſceute us dec 
the attendance of gentlemen. He therefore would not oppoſe the d the 
motion, but he ſhould not conſent to poſtpone the progreſs of the biin whic 
any longer after that time, without taking the ſenſe of the HoulMTreatir 
on it. tmpla! 
Mr. WIGLEY truſted gentlemen would recoile& that mam wich 2 
perſons were now in confinement, whom the bill was meant t lu by 
relieve. dere th 
The MASTER of the ROLLS ſuggeſted, that the ballot to-dayWMkeond ; 
had, perhaps, been the cauſe of the preſent thin attendance. Ano-WMived t 
ther ballot was fixed for Tueſday. The ſame effect might be pro-WMidility 
duced; would not Wedneſday, therefore, be a better day * irown 
Mr. Serjeant ADAIR expreſſed his obligation to the Maſter oMWhrtition 
the Rolls for his ſuggeſtion, and wiſhed that Wedneſday might beter ha 
fixed, inſtead of "Tueſday. Mether 
Mr. H. BROWNE thought that it ought not to go into the]Mtey (11 
world that many perſons were ſuffering impriſonment. Lat all 
Mr. WIGLEY ſtated, that there were fix perſons now in Vo That m 
jail who had been confined for more than a year. (Mr. Wige (Ker, 
mentioned their names.) It had even been wiſhed laſt year that nt that 
the bill ſhould paſs with any imperfections that it might poſſeſs, in rd, t 
erder that theſe unfortunate perſons might be liberated, loonſidt 
The Committee on the bill was fixed for Wedneſday next. o b 
| tectors 
Monday, 20th February. 1 Th 
Mr. GEORGE, Chairman of the Committee for trying we 
merits of the Downton election, made his report from the ſajd Bat Let 
Committee. | Iijed, 


That the fitting Members were duly elected. 


Vai, 
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That the petition againſt the ſaid return was not frivolous nor 
ſexatious: 

That the oppoſition of the ſitting Members to the ſaid petition 
das not frivolous nor vexatious. 

Mr. CANNING brought up the ſubſidiary treaty between His 
Majeſty and the Landgrave of Heſie Damſtadt, which was ordered 
t lie on the table. 

Mr. H. THORN TON roſe, to offer a petition from his con- 
ſituents to the Houle, on the ſubject of the deciſion of the Com- 
nittee appointed to try the merits of the laſt Southwark election. 
lle ſaid, that the petitioners complained of their being laid under à 
vnſiderable hardſhip by that deeiſion; that they did not, however, 
emplain of the hardſhip of that part of it by which Mr. Thelluſſon 
ns declared ineligible, much leſs did they complain of the deciſion 
> the former Committee, who had only determined in the manner 
n which (as Mr. Thornton thought) they were bound to do by the 
Treating Act, by making the election void. What his conſtituents 
omplained of was, that part of the deciſion of the laſt Committee 
mich affected their rights, by not merely unſeating Mr. Thelluſſon, 
kit by ſeating Mr. Tierney, on the principle that all thoſe votes 
rere thrown away which had been given for Mr. Thelluſſon on this 
krond election. Mr. Thornton ſtated, that the petitioners con- 
eived they ought to have had an opportunity of knowing the ineli- 
ability of Mr. Thelluſſon, before they were conſtrued to have thus 
own away their votes, by voting for him. They ated in the 
ſition, that on Mr. Thelluſſon's offering himſelf a ſecond time, 
hey had taken all the means in their power to inform themſelves 
ether he was eligible or not; that on conſulting the Treating Act, 
ley ſaw nothing that in their minds could imply ineligibility; and 
lt all the lawyers who were conſulted, confidered him as cligible. 
Lok That moreover, the Bailiff of the borough, who was the returning 
ige Ker, had aſſured the electors that he had taken Counſel's opinion, 
that that they might ſafely vote for Mr. Thelluſſon. Mr. Thornton 
s, in daed, that under theſe circumſtances the petitioners thought it was 
lonſiderable hardſhip that they ſhould be condemned to be repre- 
knted by a perſon who had not been choſen by a majority of the 
etors of Southwark, but who had merely the votes of a majority. 
„Thornton, however, remarked, that in his opinion no queſtion 
Matever could be raiſed as to the concluſiveneſs of every part of the 
lon of the late Committee, and that he believed the petitioners 
little or no difference of opinion from him in this reſpect. They 
The, indeed, that the Houſe would take into its conſideration, 
(ether any part of that decifion could be brought under its delibe- 
vol. I. 4 K | 
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chiefſy through his having ventured to pay his bills before the « 
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rations ; but if not, that they would take ſuch meaſures as to th * 
Houſe might ſecm fit tor maintaining the rights of electors in fu * 
ture caſes. Mr. Thornton ſaid, there were two meaſurcs of a Le kppet 
giſlative kind which ouyhr to be taken by the Houſe, with a vie jo pet 
to remedy any like hardthips in future; and firft, he ſtated the l . 
to be defieient at preſent in not aliow in election petitions to b. he rec 
preſented by elecors who were on the fame fide with the ſitin ent 
Member. The law entruſted to the fitting Member alone the in rimſelt 
tereſts of the ele ctors on the ſame fide with him, even in caſes ve e 
thoſe electors had an intereſt difind from the fitting Member Mr. 
that in the preſcat caſe, for inſtance, after the Committee had de . 
cided that Mr. Thelluſſon was not duly clcQed, there remained Miner 
farther queſtion to be tried, namely, whether Mr. "Tierney ſhould Hagge 
ſcated, or whether there ſhuuld be a new election ? The other mea "TM 
ſure which he thought it might become the Houſe to take, was tha The 
of explaining and amending the Treating Act, or pafing a declarum «« 
law, in order to aſcertain what was to be the future conſtrudion Mn bo 
it. As the matter now ſtood, there was deeiftton againſt decilion hon bn 
In the Norwich caſe before mentioned, tlie Treating Act did not in winted 
flict incligibilicy, and the fitting Member remained ſeated. In ung 
preſent caſe the Committee had reſolved the direct contrary, I eee 
this reſpe he conceived therefore that the Houſe could have nip... 
objection (in conformity indeed with what had becn propoſed g 
ready by an honourable gentleman (Mr. Whitbread) who hi Ih. w 
ſcrved on one of the Southwark Committecs), to let a bill be i ag. 
troduced to clear up. the point either one way or the other; an. ig: 
he faw no particular objection himſclf to let ineligibility follo bent: 
every conviction of having treated, if that ſeemed the diſpoſtio eg ( 
of the Houſe. Mr. Tuornton next adverted to the preſent pati A dete 
and defeAive operations of the Treating Act, and it ſecmed to ede 
rate as a hardſhip in particular cafes, in conſequence ef its bein... * 
evaded in ſo many others. Many of his conſtituents, for inſtane woke to 
thought it hard that what they had ſeen done ſo often in the cl wrt, th; 
of London and Weſtminiſter, in the town of Guildford, and in Me fn 
variety of other places, without any penal conſequences following id Gee 
from it, ſhould in their caſe have deprived them of the repreſenta oe, - 
tive choſen by the majority, and ſhouid have fixed on them à fei the 
ſon having only a minority of votes. One ordinary, and often vl. det 
effectual means of evading the law, was the delaying to pay the bil hich tl 
for treating till after the fourtcen days expired, within which 1 me 
Houſe required every pctition to be preſented. In the Southwal.c 
caſe it had been ſtated to him, that Mr. Thelluſſon had ſuffi; g. 
A, and 


Frs. 20. DEBATES. 619 


mary period, which he was faid alſo to have been led to do by ſome 
wrds which dropt from Mr. Tierney, and which Mr. Thelluffon 
happened to have conſtrued into an implication that there would be 
wo petition. Mr. Thornton ſaid, that he anxiouſly wiſhed that 
me means might be devi ed of ſecuring an univerſal attention to 
the requiſitions of the Treating Ad, inſtead of that partial and acci- 
fntal enforcement of it which now took place. He profeſſed 
imſelf a friend to that act, and to the utmoſt purity that could be 
ntroduced into cleQtions in every reſpcct. 

Mr. Thornton concluded by obſcrving, that the petition in his 
hind was ſigned by about 1150 cleSors, which was a ſomewhat 
mater number than had voted for Mr. Ticrney, and might be 
wnfidered to expreſs the ſenſe of a majory of the eleQurs of 
uthuark. 

The perition was read as follows: 

The petition of the under ſigned eleAors of the antient town 
hi borough of Southwark, ſets forth, that the petitioners have 
been ;nformed of the report made to the Houſe of Commons ap- 
pinted to try the matter of the petition of George Tierney, Eſq. 
wainſt the return of the High Bailiff of the ſaid borough to the 
recep? laſt directed to him for the election of a vurgeſs to ſerve in 
Prliament for the ſaid borough, to which precept the ſaid High 
bilff had made his return, that George Woodford Thelluſſon, 
Ng. was duly elected, wt under hic h return the ſaid George 
Wondford Thelluffon had been allowed to take the oaths and his 
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3 it in the Houſe as a repreſentative for the ſaid borough in Parlia- 
ollo gent: the petitioners were greatly concerned in finding, that the 
oſitio ect Committee, appointed to try the merits of the ſaid petition, 
par ud determined that the ſaid George Woodfyrd Thelluſſon was not 
"I idle at the laſt election, and that the ſaid Committee bad far- 


er reſolved, -that George Tierney, Eq. was duly elected, and 
wit to have been returned; and that, in conſequence of ſuch re- 
ot, the Clerk of the Crown had been required to eraſe the name 
ith ſaid George Woodford Thelluſſon, and to inſert that of the 
ic George Tierney in the place thereof on the records of the 
Ouſe, as a repreſentative for the ſaid horough in Parliament, un- 
* the authority of ſuch reſolution : and that the petitioners, al- 
ys defirous of maintaining entire the high conſtitutional reſpect 
ich they owe to the Houſe, requeſt that they may be allowed to 
ne the hardſhips to which they feel themſelves ſubjected upon this 
7 aon. When the petitioners became informed of the determi- 
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on on the former petition, which deprived Mr. Thellufton of his . 
© and declared the election void, they forthwith endeavoured to 
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obtain the beſt information, whether, in conſequence of ſuch deci. 
ſion, the ſaid George Woodiord Thelluſſon was rendered inelligible 
for the next election. For this purpoſe, they examined with great 
care and attention the ſeveral enactments of the 7th of King Wi. 
liam the Third (under which act the ſaid former election had been 


Houſe 
better 
erve 

doubt, 
under 


declared void) the judgement of the petitioners as to the extent of (toget] 
the diſabilities created by that ſtatute, (which appeared to them toi gave 
reach no farther than to make void ſuch eleQion,) meaning, as the kt e 
petitioners underſtood, ſuch election as the ſaid act appears ſolely u franch 
be in relation to, namely, the election in which practices, by that van 

act made unlawful, had been proved againſt the fitting Member, WM luon 
was not only fortified by great legal authorities, but was alſo fanc-W their | 
tioned by the determination made reſpecting that ſtatute by a Sclet i ford * 
Committee of the Houfe, viz. the ſecond Norwich caſe in 1787, [eie 
which determination, the petitioners were informed, has ever been Tt 
conſidered as conformable to law; but the petitioners were (as they M. 
conceive) fully warranted in the concluſion, that the ſaid Geor::Wi to obſ 
Woodford Thelluſſon was competent and eligible to be elected a hoped 
returned, becauſe the High Bailiff, who is the preſiding and return-W fair e. 
ing officer at ſuch elections for the ſaid borough, on the morning ef wple 
the ſaid election, at the time of the proclamation from the front f Houſ: 
the Court of Huſtings, viz. on the 18th of November laſt, did tional 
publicly declare to the ſaid electors, that he, the High Bailiff, cid He di 
conſider the ſaid George Woodford Thelluſſon as eligible, and that ton e 
he ſhould, when calied upon, offer his name to them as a candidate: meeti 
that the petitioners humbly ſubmit to the conſideration of the Houle, WM kin 
that, under the events of theſe proceedings, a great majority of the taken 
electors of this antient borough now feel themſelves deprived of ther vere 

due repreſentation in the Houſe, and perceive a perſon, who never] fgnat 
was entruſted or deputed by any majority of the electors, now fitting bono 
in Parliament under the charaRer of their repreſentative : that ti ton i 
petitioners have duly conſidered the act of the 1oth of his preſenti nl p 
Majeſty to regulate the trials of centroverted elections, and obſer . Hout 
ing, that, under the directions of the ſaid act, the deciſions of fuc nour; 
Select Committees ſhall be final as between the parties, are lad dition 
under great difficulty (fomewhat doubting whether they, as electors, for ti 
are, in the preſent caſe, parties within the meaning of the act) hope 
aſking from the Houſe any redreſs for what they conceive to bea tunit 
hardſhip and a grievance, but, in juſtice to themſelves, to their pol M 
terity, and to all other electors, they humbly hope and pray, ta the | 
the Houſe will be pleaſed to conſider whether the Report of r and 
Committee, under which the ſaid George Tierney has obtained ly V 
ſcat, may be, in any manner, brougtit under the conſideration of Us 4 
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Houſe, and, if not, whether any proceedings ought to be had for the 
better ſecurity in future of the rights of election for Members to 
terre in Parliament, and to render more explicit, and free from 
kubt, the proviſions of the act of the 7th of William the Third, 
der the common and uſual underſtanding of which the petitioners 
together with a great majority of the electors of the ſaid borough) 
rye their votes for the ſaid George Woodford Thellufſon at the 
at election, and now find themſelves deprived of their election 
franchiſe, not only without having received any ſufficĩient notice to 
am them againſt voting for the ſaid George Woodford Thel- 
luſon; but, on the contrary, after having been informed, through 
their proper organ (as they conceive) that the ſaid George Wood- 
ford Thelluſſon was lawfully competent to be a candidate at ſuch 
clection.“ | 

The petition was ordered to lie upon the table. 

Mr. TIERNEY ſaid, that it was certainly unpleaſant for him 
to obſerve the inſinuations which this petition contained. He had 
hoped, that if ever any man had procured a ſeat in that Houſe upon 
fair conſtitutional grounds, he was that perſon, He therefore felt it 
unpleaſant that the mode in which he had obtained his feat in the 
Houſe, thould daily in the newſpapers be reprobated as unconſtitu= 
tonal, and he wiſhed for an opportunity to meet the imputation. 
He differed from the honourable gentleman who ſaid that the peti- 
ton contained the ſenſe of the electors of Southwark. A public 
ate: meeting called for the avowed purpoſe was the proper mode of col- 
ue, becting the ſenſe of the electors, but here no ſuch thing had 
taken place. Private letters had been ſent round to thoſe who 
vere ſuppoſed to be hoſtile to his intereſt, and in this way the 
ſgnatures of the petitien had been procured. He hoped that the 
tonourable gentleman would name ſome day for taking this peti- 
ion into conſideration, and move ſomething ſpecific upon its gene- 
nl prayer. He wiſhed moſt anxiouſly that his real fituation in the 
Houſe might be aſcertained. He could have wiſhed that the ho- 
nourable gentleman, who, indeed, had informed him that the pe- 
ion was to be preſented, had likewiſe apprized him of its contents, 
for till now he was totally ignorant of its purport ; he therefore 
hoped that a day would be named when he ſhould have an oppor- 
unity of replying to the petition, ſo far as it regarded himſelf. 

Mr. THORNTON ſaid, that he had been merely the organ of 
iz body of his conſtituents by whom the petition was preſented, 
ad only explained the ſentiments it contained. 

Mr. TIERNEY ſaid, that he was to underſtand then, that 
one fitting Member might preſent a petition againſt another ſit- 
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ting Member. Here was a petition laid upon the table againſt 
him, which he had no opportunity of anſwering. What to do he 
knew not ; the only thing that could be done, was, perhaps, for 
him to complain, that under the maſk of a petition, an inſult hag 


been offered to a Member of the Houſe. Ad 
Mr. PARKER COKE moved for the ſecond reading of the 
bill for the better trying of offences within certain local juriſcie- 
tions and towns corporate. He ſtated the difficulty which had Th 
been felt in the diſtribution of juſtice, from the prejudices which [nver] 
ſometimes exiſted where the Jury was compoſed of perſons reſiding of NM. 
in the neighbourhood of perſons to be tried. The principle of the Mi 
bill was, to enable perſons within limited juriſdictions to apply to a ngh 
the country at large. In ſeveral places of this deſcription too, in voor 
Pool, Hull and Southampton, it was the practice to allow the pri- be la 
ſons to be full before the priſoners were brought to trial, from which Mond 
great oppreſſion and inconvenience aroſe. Co 
Mr. JEFFERY {of Pool) ſaid, that within his recolleAion no Wi Lech 
ſuch grievance had exiſted at . Pool; he did not think that ever b. 
more than three perſons were confined at once for offences of the ra 
deſcription to which this bill was to apply previous to their being bre 
brought to trial. Hg was not, however, hoſtile to tlie principle of Thur 
the bill. Mt 
en Fr 
Tueſday, 21ft February. "UP 
A Committee was balloted for to try the merits of the petition ei. 
on the conteſted election for the borough of Canterbury, when the Tt 
following Members were choſen : tie C 
George Vanſittart, Richard Wilſon, 
Sir Richard Carr Glynn, Chriſtopher Atkinſon, 
John Angerſtein, Lord Harvey, * 
H. Joddrell, Lord Huntingfield, "ii 
E. W. Bootle, Sir W. Lemon, nulati 
Edward Ruſhworth, Lord Tyrconnel. N 
T. Jones, writ 


Nominees —R., P. Carew, Hon. St. Andrew St. John. 


The following Members were appointed, by ballot, a Committee 
to try the merits of the petition relative to the election of the bo- 
rough of Tewkeſbury: 


Lord Hawkeſbury, . 

Hon. Geo. Walpole, 
Hon. H. Laſcelles, 

Francis Dickens, 


Sir Martin Browne Folkes, 
Sir G. Douglas, 
John Baring, 

Sir Francis Baring, 
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q J. Seroope Bernard, T. S. Bueknall, 
1 Sir John Aubery, W. Diekenſon, jun. 
* Edmund Baſtard, , 
4 WT \:ninces — Daniel Parker Coke, Charles Bragge. 

Adjourncc. 
i Wedneſday, 22d February. 
: The ballot for a Committee to try the merits of the election for 
4» WT [overkeithing, which ſtood for to-morrow, was put off to the 16th 
ne Wl of March.. 
he Mr. WHITBREAD faid, that in conſequence of a requeſt from 
to Ml : right honourable gentleman oppoſite to him, he ſhould defer his 
in WJ notion for an inquiry into the conduct of Admmiſtration reſpecting 


ri. e late expedition of the French againſt Ireland, from Friday ta 
ich Monday next. 

Colonel PORTER ſaid, that he had read with attention the 
no Habwark petition upon the table, and he conceived that language 
ver kid been uſed in it. ſo inſulting to the Committee, of which he had 
the been a Member, that if no other efficient perſon brought the ſubject 
ine before the Houſe, he ſhould himſelf make a motion upon it on 
» of Wl [burſday ſe'nnight. 

Mr. Alderman LUSHINGTON gave notice, that he ſhould, 

n Friday next, make a motion upon the ſubject of the loſſes ſuſ- 
gained by the merchants in importing grain during the late 
tion fexrcity. 
the The commitment of the Quakers' bill, upon the ſuggeſtion of 
ie Chancellor of the Exchequer, was put off to Friday. 


Thurſday, 23d February. 


Mr, POWYS gave notice of an intention to move, on ſome 
future day, for a bill to amend and explain the late act for the re- 
Bulation of w cights and meaſures. 

The following liſt was given in of Members balloted to try the 
merits of the petition againſt the return for Carliſle : 


g Sir J. Morſhead, T. Kemp, Eſq. 
ittee M. G. Lewis, Eſq. W. Manning, Eſq. 
bo- J. Amyatt, Eſq. T. Johnes, Eſq. 
J. Sargent, Eſq. Hon. E. Laſcelles, 
„ E. M. Munday, Eſq. + M. Singleton, Eſq. 
R. B Robſon, Eſq. Hon. W. Broderick. 
G. Ellis, Eſq. 0 | 
Naine.— M. Wood, Eſq. J. Harriſon, Eſq. 
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Friday, 24th February. 


On the motion of Mr. GREY, the ballot for the Committee 
on the election for the county of Kent, which ſtood for Thurſgay 
next, was poſtponed, on account of the Circuits, till I hurſday the 
4th of April. 

Mr. HARRISON gave notice, that on Tueſday ſe'nnight he 
would move for a Committee, to confider of a mode of reducing 
the public expenditure by a retrenchment of the expence of offices 
and ſinecure places. | 

Mr. Alderman LUSHINGTON roſe to ſtate the grounds of 2 
motion, of which he had given notice on a former day, for a Com- 
mittce to inveſtigate the cauſes and the amount of the loffes which 
had been ſuſtained by the merchants who had, ir a time of public 
ſcarcity, ſupplied the country with corn, and to confider if there 
were any mode of indemnifying them for theſe lofſes. He was 
aware that, in propoſing this motion, he had to encounter a ſtrong 
general principle, to which it was certainly proper in moſt caſes to 
adhere. He conſidered himſelf, however, as warranted to ſtate the 
preſent inſtance as one of thoſe which might fairly be urged as an 
exception to the common rule. He profeſſed, in bringing forward 
the ſubject, neither to be the advocate of the ſufferers nor a com- 
plainant of perſonal damage, but to be actuated by a ſincere deſire 
to promote the prace of the country, and an ardent zeal to encou- 
rage that public ſpirit by which alone, in critical emergencies, it 
could be preſerved. He was entirely unaequainted with thoſe indi- 
viduals who had ſuffered in conſequence of their exertions in im- 
porting grain into the country, at a time when it was threatened 
with one of the greateſt calamities incident to man; and therefore 
he felt for them only as he would feel for others who had been ſub- 
jected to a ſevere and ruinous loſs. But it was extremely neceſſary 
for the Houſe, overlooking all individual conſiderations, to take 
care that thoſe who, by their ſpirited and patriotic exertions, had 
afforded ſeaſonable relief to the country, ſhould not be ſubjected to 
ſuch a loſs as might in future diſcourage and check that ſpirit from 
which the public as a body had ſo eminently benefited. When the 
ſcarcity prevailed, the purchaſes made by Government were found 
to be very inadequate to ſupply the demands of the market. It 
was therefore found adviſeable to encourage private ſpeculation, in 
importing an article of the firſt neceſſity then ſo much wanted, 
Prompted by a defire of ſupplying the exiſting wants of the count} 
and encouraged by the inducements held forth by the Legiſlature 
the merchants imported a vaſt quantity of corn on their own &. 
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wunt, the conſequence of which was, the price fell between 60 and 
70 per cent. In 1795, before individuals engaged in the ſpecu- 


tre WY lation, Governinent imported only 250,000 quarters, whereas in 
ur 1790 there were about 700,000 quarters imported. But this 
the WE 25 not all; his argument derived ſtrong collateral aid from the in- 

terfercnce of Government in the market. By ſupplying the market 
he WWW regularly every week with a certain quantity of corn at a certain 
ins price, the merchants were of courſe under the neceſſity of ſelling 
ces MY what they had imported at the fame price, and thus were deprived 


of thoſe profits which, from the ſtate of the country, they had been 
faden to expect. Upon theſe grounds he hoped the Houſe would 
m- be diſpoſed to grant them ſome relief; he therefore moved, * that 
ich Committee be appointed to inveſtigate the cauſes and the amount 
blic ef the loſſes ſuſtained by the merchants in importing corn into the 
ere Wl country at a time of great public ſcarcity, and to conſider of ſome 
was node of indemnifying them for thoſe loſſes.” | 
Mr. SHERIDAN did not oppoſe the appointment of a Com- 
mittee ; he hoped, however, that it would be an open one. He 
the vie merely to aſk the worthy Alderman one queſtion. He had no 
wubt that the merchants who engaged in the ſpeculation of im- 


rard Wi porting grain were influenced by views of perſonal intereſt, as well 
om- s by motives of public ſpirit, Now he wiſhed to know, whe- 
eſire ter, if the harveſt had failed, and the price of corn of courſe 
cou- lad riſen, they would have given up any part of their profits to 
„ it de public? : 

ndi- Mr. Alderman LUSHINGTON explained, that he did not 


im- wean to ſtate that the merchants had been guided in their ſpecula- 


ened bons (oicly by diſintereſted motives ; but he contended that they were 
efore ud and impelled by Government to enter into the ſpeculation, 
ſub- ad that as they had ſuſtained ſevere loſſes by yielding to this re- 
(ary BW mmendation, they had a fair and juſt claim to indemnity. As to 
take BW wat would have happened if the price of corn had riſen inſtead of 


vlling, he was fully convinced that, had this unfortunately been the 


ed to ate, the fituation of the country would have been truly deplorable ; 
from (MW er he doubted, much as the people were inclined to obey the laws, 
n the {Wether they would have remained long in ſubjection to them, had 
found WW price of bread continued to riſe after it was at fifteen pence the 
It Martern loaf, | | 


An open Committee was appointed to conſider the motion. 


inted. Mr. POWYS moved for leave to bring in a bill to explain and 
int end an act paſſed two years ago for regulating weights and mea- 
ature, M rs. Leave was given. 


He order of the day for the Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a Com- 
Vol. I. 4 L 
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Fri 
mittee of the whole He aſe on a bill for granting relief to the people 2bſut 
called Quakers, and for taking their ſolemn affirmation in criminal ture | 
as well as civil caſes, being read, and the queſtion bcing put that cline« 
the Speaker now leave the chair, that t 

Sir W. SCOTT, after an apology for the alteration which had Wl cle. 
taken place in his opinion ſince laſt year, ſtated at conſiderable tende 
length his objections to the farther progreſs of the bill. They WW fonm 
pointed chiefly to that branch of the bil which reſpeRed the pay. Wi cight! 
ment of tithes. With regard to the other branch, of making the ¶ te ob 
affirmation of Quakers evidence in criminal cafes, he was willing to Wl ::liev 
confide in the judgment of thoſe who had greater experience than ¶ nanu 
himſelf. He profeiled himſelf to be no enemy to toleration, but Wl the Q 
by toleration he meant that kind of toleration which, as it affected Wi that n 
religious opinions, was not inconſiſtent with. the civil rights of pro- ¶ notiv 
perty. It was not enough that religious opinions ſhould be ſincere, er 
in order to give them to a claim to protection; for if they injured ¶ upon 1 
the civil rights of others, they could have no ſuch pretenfions. If qinio 
civil inconveniencies aroſe from certain religious opinions, they WM proced 
ought to fall upon the holders of theſe opinions, and not upon the WH it v 
innocent part of the community. The opinions held by. the WM proper 
Quakers were of ſuch a nature as to affect the civil rights of pro- WM tent ? 
perty, and therefore he conſidered them as unworthy of legiſlative night 

indulgence. It was erroneous to ſuppoſe that tithes were a ſpecies v 
of property merely eccleſiaſtical. In many caſes they were lay pro- wed | 
perty. A large proportion of tithe property was in day hands under i mph 
the title of lay appropriations. But the Quakers refuſed to pay ties xriptu 
to the appropriator, as well as to the clergyman, though the pro- at tl 
perty had been in his poſſeſſion for more than three hundred years, WW the | 
a period much longer than the perſuaſion upon which they acted fad vere ji 
been in exiſtence. How then did the cafe ſtand of this tithe p- kat th 
perty, which was more antient and more ſtrictly guarded by de Cake 
Legiſlature than any other. This was the very property of which own be 
the opinion of the Quaker led him to rob the poſſeſſor. No matte de lev, 
whether religion was or was not the foundation of his opinion, ce 
religion could ſanction civil injuſtice. He afked, whether it d tha 


not ſound odd that a man ſhould take a farm, and get an allowance 
from the landlord for what he was to pay in tithes, and by way © 
putting this allowance in his pocket, plead that his conſcience woul 
not permit him to employ it for the purpoſes for which it was 
tended * Could ſuch a conduct, he demanded, be reconciled * 
any ſtandard of juſtice, or was any act entertaining ſuch prineiple 
worthy of being patroniſed by the Legiſlature? He ſubmitted | 
therefore; to the wiſdom of the Houſe, whether, on account of (ui 
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abſurd fancies, if they were not ſomething worſe, they would ven- 
ture to change the regulations of civil property? He was more in- 
dined to doubt the policy of the bill, becauſe this was the firſt time 
that the Legiſlature had been called upon to recognize ſuch a prin- 
ciple, In the preamble of the bill, he had obſerved, that it pre- 
tended to be brought in for the relief of the Quakers from impri- 
ſonment. Here the learned gentleman deſired that the ſeventh and 
tichth of William the Third might be read. Which being done, 


y- 


the ble obſerved, that ſo far from its being the intention of this ſtatute to 
0 Wi itlieve the Quakers from the perſecution of other men, as had been 
dan inficuated, it was meant to relieve other men from the perſecution of 


but de Quakers; for if any man withheld from him what was his due, 
ged dat man was his perſecutor ; and though he did it from religious 
pro- motives, ſtill his conduct was perſecution. He aſked, whether it 
ere, s really proper to ſanction a violation of the rights of property 
red won the ground of private opinion, on whatever foundation that 

If WW opinion might reſt? He cautioned the Houſe of ſtamping ſuch a 
they WW procedure with their authority at a time when it was fo faſhionable, 
the sit was now, to hold out wild and dangerous opinions reſpecting 
the BW property. Who knew but the next ſtep might be a refuſal to pay 
pro- WW tent? He believed that there were ſome texts of Scripture which 
xtive night be wreſted in favour of this opinion; nay, they might even 
ccies WH © lo far as to hold it irreligious to pay their debts, becauſe they 
pro- oved no man any thing but love. He had ſcen a number of 
der WW pemphlets, in which all men of property were pelted with texts of 
tles ripture, and repreſented as monopolizers, who ought to ſhare 
pro- bat they poſſeſſed with thoſe who had not had ſuch a liberal ſhare 
rears, ame good things of fortune dealt out to them. Such opinions 
dad ver juſtly confidered as worthy only of derifion ; but he aſſerted, 
pro- bat they admitted of as good a defence as thoſe upon which the 
oy the Quikers profetied to act. If the Quakers pleaded fincerity in their 
which on behalf, ſo might the partizans of the levelling ſyſtem ; or if 


matter de levellers were accuſed of intereſted views in wiſhing to deſpoil 
n, 00ers of their property; ſo might alſo the Quakers, who refuſed to 
it da ur that property to which others were entitled. He wiſhed the 
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legiſlature therefore ſeriouſly to reflect before they ſhould ſanRion 
ad invite ſuch fancies which might certainly be productive of many 
Fat evils, He reminded the Houſe alſo of the ground upon which 
tir indulgence was claimed, not becauſe of other religious opinions 


d vii ee by the Quakers, not becauſe they held it unlawful to wear a 
neipde on their hats, or to uſe the ſecond perſon plural, but becauſe 
ted We) deemed it improper to pay tithes. If the principle of the in- 
of (uciWUlgence was once admitted, others might claim the benefit of it, 
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namely, that it would facilitate the payment of tithes. Here he 
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and the ſect of antient Chriſtians would ſoon become the moſt nu. 
merous and flouriſhing in the kingdom. The learned gentlemgy 
next proceeded to advert to the other ground on which his learned 
friend (Mr. Serjeant Adair) deiended the principle of the i 


could not but remark a frixing inconlittency in the defence ; for if 
the Quakers really tc! it uniawtul to pay tihes, how came they to 
apply for a bill, the Object of which was, to facilitate the payment of 
them? The argument ſtood thus: the Quakers conſidered them. 
ſelves as unjuſtiſiable in paving tithes, except they were compelled ; 
the Houſe was therctore defired to accommodate the mode of com. 
pulſion to their withes. He then pur the cafe either way, either 
that they did pay tithes at prefent without compulſion, or that they 
did not. If they did not, their refuſal was a perſecution of the 
holders of tithes, and the remedy ought to be a prompt and effes- 
cious one, otherwiſe the tithe-holder would be an owner, not of 
property, but of ſuits. Ihe fact, however, he believed to be noto- 
riouſly otherwiſe, and that the Quaker at preſent pays tithes, not 
from actual compulſion, but under the apprehenſion of compulſion, 
Since this was the caſe, why ſhould the remedy be placed at a 
greater diſtance, and thus rendered leſs prompt and leſs efficacious 
For what was the remedy that was propoſed to take the penalty off 
the perſon of the Quaker, and to put it upon his property by ſe- 
queſtration ? To this mode there were ſtrong objections. There 
was no proceſs of ſequeſtration in the Eceleſiaſtical Courts, in which 
many of theſe cauſes were agitated. At any rate the proceſs of ſe- 
queſtration was accompanied with ſo many difficulties, and liable to 
ſo many failures, that it would produce ſuch a diminution of the 
ſecurity of that ſpecies of property as muſt necetlarily operate as 
diminution of its value. Beſides, the very remedy itſelf implies 
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compulſion, and his yielding to this compulſion ſhews that bis ſcruple Ni of 
had no foundation, except they were to ſuppoſe that he had a reli- WW bill, 
gious ſcruple to ſequeſtration ſtill ſtronger than that he entertained BN Mr. 


ect hay 


againſt paying tithes. Sir W. Scott next ſtated his objection to the 
bring 


proviſions of the bill reſpecting the proceſs being carried on befor 


the Juſtices ; firſt, upon the ground of the general obſcurity of the Wert]: 
ſubjeR, and the intricacy of particular queſtions which frequently n wh 
occurred ; and ſecondly, from the influence of local and perſonal in, he 


prejudices, from which that uſeful and highly reſpectable claſs of Wir we 


men were not altogether exempted. He controverted the ſtatement Bpnſt 
of the ſeverities exerciſed againſt the Quakers from documents co. Wim vi 
lected from the regiſters of the different Courts. He had diredel If 
inquiries o be made of the proſecutions which had been carried dt liv) 


* 
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mint the Quakers for the laſt twenty years, and he found that in 
de dioeeſe of Canterbury there had not been one; that in the dio- 
ce of Briſtol one had been commenced, in conſequence of which 
the tithes were immediately paid ; that there had been one in the 
foeeſe of Litchfield and Coventry againſt fix Quakers, but that no 
impriſonment had taken place; and that there had only been one 
aber in the dioceſe of MWoreeſter, where the Quaker was impri- 
of bel, but was liberated in a Mort time from an error in the writ, 
em- In virtue of which the puniſhment was infficted. There had been 
ed; be, but very few, in the Court of Exchequer during that period. 
om. Hence he inferred, chat titles were paid at preſent in an eaſy and 
ther WM noftenũ ve manner, and that no new regulations were neceſſary. 

they Tae neceſſary effec of the bill would be an increafe of ſuits, 
the nd additional dicheulties to the proprictor in the exerciſe of his 
Bez. ishts. Things went on ſmoothly enough alrcady, and any regula- 
t of tons upon the ſubject were not at preſent required. He well knew, 
10t0- rom the character of his learned friend, that he was actuated by 
not Wy unworthy of ſiniſter motives. It was well known, however, 
hon, tat opinions hoſtile to tithes were abroad, and it was not impoſſi- 
at te that fomething of this kind might be connected with the pre- 
ous ! ent application. The effect of the meaſure would inevitably tend 
ty off Wo weaken the ſecurity of property, and the Houfe ought maturely 
y fe- ¶ v conſider that attacks upon it were always begun where it was con- 
eived to be moſt vulnerable, and in ſubjeAs where prejudices 
qanſt it prevailed. A memorable cxample of this occurred in 


of ie- naher country. In France, firſt the tithes of the Clergy were 
ble to Wtcked ; the property of the Church was then all ſeized; the ma- 
Fecher rights of proprietors were next attacked, titles and nobility fol- 
e 35 a Wned ; property was the next object of plunder, till ſcenes of in- 
nplies ice and diſorder enſued, which ſtruck at the repoſe and tranquil- 
eruple r of Europe. He therefore muſt oppoſe the farther progreſs of 
x rell- WWW dil, the principle of which he confidered to be fo objectionable. 


Mr. Serjeant ADAIR ſaid, after the diſcuſſions which this ſub- 
dt had laſt year undergone, after the bill which he had the honour 
bring in had obtained the approbation of the Houſe with conſi- 


of the erable deliberation, though without a ſingle diviſion; after the diſcuſ- 
vent n which had been provoked upon the ſubje& throughout the king- 
* "M, he confeſſed that he was a little ſurprized that in this ſtage, 
als 0 


"the firſt time, any thing like a ſerious objection had been utged 
Bnſt the meaſure. His learned friend had prefaced his oppoſi- 
IM with an apology perſonal to him —an apology by no mcans 
tflary, Whenever the mind was enlightened, from whatever 
light proceeded, it ought, in preference to every confideration, 
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to direQ a public man in the diſcharge of his duty. He acquitt 


ip, 23 


al? 


his learned friend from the imputation of being guided by any ora bu 
motives than thoſe grave conſiderations which he himſelf aſſgned , th: 
he knew his candour and honour too well to ſuppoſe any other; M ended 
was better, however, inſtead of ſtopping to inquire how the mo n an 
tives of his oppoſition had thus late ariſen, to examine the weight ofiſir pr 
the arguments he had employed. The q bill, when originally into ea 
duced, had undergone conſiderable diſcuſſion, and received ſeven Mictt g 
alterations, with which he had complied rather in conformity tQfthſtan 


the wiſhes of others than his own judgment; he had likewi{@il. B 
thought it better to introduce the bill into the preſent ParliamentWMſiged i 
in the ſhape in which it had obtained the approbation of the laſnoerty 
than under its original form. With regard to the principle of hi Ns i! 


learned friend, on which he founded his objection to the meaſured 
that no reſpect ought to be ſhewn to religious ſcruples where the nt) h 


went to affect property, he could not agree with him to the exten King 
in which it had been ſtated. He thought that ſome reſpect oughWſne w. 
to be ſhewn even to thoſe religious ſcruples which might be eon is act 
fidered as abſurd, though they involved this conſequence ; and the d te 
might even be the object of that good-natured tolcration which hi the : 
learned friend mentioned. His learned friend ſaid, that to (uct of t 
ſcruples the legiſlature ought not at all to yield. He admittciWhc mea 
that the legiſlature ought not ſo far. to yield to them as to leile ould | 
the ſecurity of property; but yet he thought it wiſe, juſt and hu now 
mane, to give them ſuch indulgence as was confiſtent with its moſi am m 
perfect ſecurity. Alterations in the laws which tended to affordſſrft to 
eaſe to the perſon who entertained the ſcruple, without injuring ti N hic! 


and he 
uy inſt 
bimſelf 


property which it regarded, he would contend, were wiſe, juſt, anc 
humane; and till his learned friend could ſhow that the preſent 
bill would actually produce the effect which be deprecated, be 


would not conſent to the application of his principle. An exp of 
preſſion in the act of King William, on which this meaſure way raiſe 
founded, had been quoted by his learned friend. The conduct of a. 
that Parliament, by which that act had been paſſed, it would apple, 


pear, however, was more liberal than their language. The ſeru rag 


ples of the Quakers were called pretended. He believed that the intro 
ſcruples were perfectly real. They lead to ſuffering and to diff er he 
culty. The hardſhips they produced were a pledge cf their ſiner- Ne. u 
rity. Were they of a kind which the intereſt of the parties mige rc 
ſuggeſt, they certainly ought not to be encouraged. Such, howe mem 
was the liberality of feeling which actuated that Parliament, ate fur 


they yielded to ſeruples which they called pretended; and wilt . 
then ſhould be their conduct when they believed the ſcruples 10 nut 
: : 
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|} Laſt year when the bill was under conſideration, there had 
en but one opinion concerning the character, the ſubmiſſive con- 
, the inoffenſive manners of the people for whoſe relief it was 
mended. Such had been the opinion which had been formed 
zon an experience of their good behaviour, and an obſervation of 
bir principles. When the act of King William paſſed, they 
je a new ſe, and their principles were little known, which 
nicht give riſe to the expreſſion which had been quoted. But not- 


y (fihitanding this, they did in fact adopt the principle of the preſent 
wic. By making their athrmation evidence, their ſeruples. were in- 
ent uged in matters of the higheſt importance. Upon this point, where 


woperty is ſo much concerned, and which on ſo many occafions 
ds it ſo nearly, the legiſlature did yield to theſe ſeruples. His 


gent) had drawn another objection to the meaſure from this ſtatute 
f King William, and in aſking which to be read, he only had 
one what he himſelf had intended to move. He had faid that 
con lis act was not intended for the benefit of the Quakers, but was 
then ed to be for the more eaſy recovery of tithes, and was meant 
n hi the advantage of the claimant. This, in fact, was the very ob- 
ſuchee of the preſent bill, and his learned friend in his zeal againſt 
ittcide meaſure, had confirmed the argument he maintained, that it 
ele Wwould be more beneficial to the tithe-holder than the ſyſtem that 
| 185 now followed. In whatever view, then, the act of King Wil- 
mol might be confidered, whether of relief to the Quaker, or be- 
ffordicit to the proprietor, it created a new juriſdiction, the advantage 
g the which, ſo far as it went, was proved by a century's experience; 
, and" he would aſk, if it had ever been known to be attended with 


releng inftance of inconvenience? His learned friend had indulged 
J, hafinſelf in putting ſeveral fanciful caſes, and ſuppoſed a great num- 


ne of pretended ſeruples. There was one which was deſigned 


wa raiſe alarm in the minds of the country gentlemen. It was 
Ct oled as a poſſible caſe, that farmers might, from ſome pretended 
da- le, refuſe to pay their rent. But even for this the law had 
ſcru 


ey provided preciſely the very remedy which the bill meant 
these introduce. By this, thoſe who ſhould take ſuch a ſeruple into 
diff- ir heads, and refuſe to pay their rent, would be treated juſt like 
linde ale. who refuſe to pay their rent without any ſcruple. The ſum- 
mige remedy, by diſtreſs, the law already afforded. The country 
reveialemen, therefore, need not be alarmed that their tenants ſhould 
„ that ſuch whimfies in their heads, when they were ſure that they 

ud foon have a warrant of diftreſs at their backs, which would 
to b el payment. His learned friend had been particularly unfor- 


tuned friend, likewiſe, (with no better ſucceſs to his own argu- 
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Fe 

tunate in this ſuppoſition, as it led ſo directly to the conſideration. confi 
of the remedy, which, in that cafe, as well as in the preſent, j plete 
the beſt and moſt convenient, and by which the claim is mail bien: 
effectual with leaſt licigation and expence. Pamplilets, containing x:4ic 
abſurd and ridiculous doQrines, had likewiſe been mentioned, i partic 
order to favour the idea of danger. Theſe, he was ſure, were de e 
the grave conſiderations by which his learned friend was aCluated [uſtic 
He faid, how was it poſiible to diſtinguiſh between the pretended frien 
and the real ſcruples? He would anſwer, by inquiry whchefil benef 
the ſcruples were favourable or hoſtile to the intereſt of the parties perfor 
and if his learned friend could thow that intereſt ſupported ti his e 
ſcruple, he would prove mare for his argument than he had hither Quak 
to done. It was ſtated that the Quaker had an intereſt in h that t 
ſcruples he profeſſed. He could not conceive, however, what in The 
tereſt could prompt a man to profeſs ſeruples which, if maintained, er h 
cd to impriſonment for life; or to ſtand a ſuit for a few ſhilling teme 
which would raiſe the expence to thirty times the original demand. dea. 
This ſurely was the oddeſt kind of intereſt ever heard. There the ( 
was no advantage gained by delay; on the contrary, it was attended dious 
with additional trouble and expence. While ſuch was the caſe, h he av 
would leave it to his learned friend to explain the inconſiſteney, and wouls 
to reconcile the intereſt with the ſeruple. It was ſaid too that th vas { 
ſame indulgence muſt be granted to all who ſhould take it int freme 
their heads to entertain the ſame ſeruples. To this he would an ec 
ſwer, yes; when the caſes occurred, if the ſcruples. were real, and very « 
if they were contrary to the intereſt of the parties. Wich reſpecti it ao 
to the opinion they were to form of the wiſdom of the law, which were 
had been made in compliance with them, it' was immaterial wie-W that h 
ther the ſeruples were real or pretended. / The principle had been wit 
ſanctioned by the legiſlature. He had heard it whiſpered that the br li 
York cafe was an inſtance of the inconvenience of the juri{0ict1o becn 
created by this bill. With this caſe, however, he was acquainted in twe 
and the inconvenience was occaſioned by a departure from the qu over 
riſdiction. He did not arraign the conduct of individuals in te (nt e. 
hardſhips which had ariſen, for then he would have acted diſſer- Ne 
ently; he was convinced that the grievances aroſe from the 12% iifiir 
and that a legiſlative remedy was required. When he firit bead them 
of the York caſe, he had looked into it with attentign, and un H val 
he had formed lis judgment that an extenſion of the juriſdicia te te 
created by the act of King William was required. He had (cc nt. 
wich pleaſure that no innovation was neceflary, that no new prin a thi 
ciples would be introduced into the ſyſtem of our laws and Conſi Ke wa 
tuiion. The ſum of Lol. to which the juriſdiction was original Vas a; 


- 
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confined, was not a ſmall ſum in tithes; the remedy would be com- 
plete by extending the principles already laid down. His learned 
fiend had ſtated, that diſcovery was the only caſe when the juriſ- 
dion might be changed, for when a queſtion of titles aroſe, the 
parties were at liberty to apply to the courts ; when this happened 
the Quaker then gave up the benefit of the juriſdiction of the 
[uſtices. Notwithſtanding what had been ſaid by his learned 
friend, he ſtill was of opinion that the meaſure would be for the 
benefit of the holder. It was in fact balancing property againſt 
perſonal liberty. The tithe-holder would be enabled to recover 
his claim, inſtead of merely obtaining the impriſonment of the 
Quaker for life. His learned friend had faid a great deal to prove 
that tithes were property, and in this he perfectly agreed with him. 
The object of the meaſure was to enable the tithe-holder to reco- 
rer his claim without the neceſſity of a ſuit. His learned friend 
ſeemed to ſtate it as if the bill was to give the holder a law-ſuit 
infead of his demand; what, however, is the caſe at preſent? If 
de Quaker is either conſcientious or obſtinate, an expenſive and te- 
tous ſuit is the conſequence, which under the preſent bill would 
de avoided. No ſuit at all would be neceſſary; the demand 
would be recovered in a mode fimilar to diſtreſs. In reality, he 
was {urprized at the objections urged by his learned friend. They 
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exellency of the principle of the bill, which went to remedy thoſe 
ery evils which his learned friend had ſtated as objections. Was 
t no benefit to the holder that a great deal of time and expence 
were ſaved in the recovery of his claim? Was it no advantage 
hat he got his property inſtead of the perſon? Was it no be- 
beit to the Quaker that he eſcaped the calamity of impriſonment 
fr life, which might now be his fate? Inſtead of the bodies of 
ven obſti nate or conſcientious men, the tithe-holder would be able, 
n two days, by a ſummary and cheap mode of proceeding, to re- 
Wer his money. Whatever prejudics and alarm might at pre- 
kent exiſt among the clergy with regard to the effect of this bill, he 
Ws convinced it would be overcome by the Houſe, and that after 
für experiment of its operation for a limited time, the clergy 
liemſelves would join with the Quakers in their wiſhes for its re- 
ral. His learned friend aſked, if the Quakers petitioned for 
tte relief contained in this bill? To this he anſwered, they did 
M: the Quakers had petitioned for relief as to the impriſonment 
i their perſons. In his ſituation, as a Member of Parliament, 

vas to confider what was wiſe and proper to be done, not what 
Ws agreeable to the wiſhes of thoſe who were the petitioners. The 

Vol. I, 4M 


kemed as if intended as a contraſt to its regulations, and prove the 


I OO IE ——— 
— 
8 _ wt, — -. — 


. 
4 ” 
WE. 4 ©. * 


n 


„ yt 
. _ 


„ 
$ IT 
1 $- - 
SA 
PRI 


SLY 
WY 


634 PARLIAMENFARY [ Conmoxs, 


Quakers were not anſwerable for what the bill contained; he alone 


was reſponſible for its contents. It was for the Houſe, howeve, üthe 
to determine whether they would entertain the bill, and ſanction great 
the purpoſes it was intended to ſerve. Among the different ar be p 
guments which his learned friend had ſuggeſted in favour of the ge 
meaſure, which he himſelf might have overlooked, there was one play 
of which he was aware. It was faid that the remedy ſhould be vaio 
prompt and etficacious. This indeed was the very cbject of te ines, 
bill; for at preſent, if the Quaker was obſtinate, no court could the x 
enable the holder ta recover his tithes, while under this bill the eren 
claim might ealily be made good. It was ſaid that at preſent fte 
thoſe who refuſed to pay were obliged to do it by the terror of the +» pr 
law, He was ſurprized that his learned friend ſhould have em- vine: 
ployed ſuch an argument. In the fame manner the torture and Gre 
every fort of abuſe might be juſtified. A degree of terror might ger 
be proper, but it was an object of policy to render it proportionate nifn 
to the offence. Terror too was not the way that ought to be em- knit 
ployed to effect obedience, when other means could be obtained. tons. 
It was better to facilitate the object by the intervention of legiſſa- ite. 
tive regulations. This then was the object, to remove that terror vhon 
which was inconſiſtent with humanity, and to prevent offences fi fd 1 
they were to be called offences) by removing the neceſſity. It ©, 
was much better to enable the holder to take tithes that were be- dene 
fore him, than to frighten. the Quaker into a payment which his option 
ſeruples forbade, and which, if he was obſtinate, might be altogether dat! 
defeated. The mode of ſequeſtration was objected to by his learned rear 
friend, and the incenvenience. of the holder being obliged to look bon, 
for the property of the Quaker at a diſtance, was alſo ſtated ; but v a0 
it was ta be obſerved that tithes differed from every other ſpecie wiſe 
of debt, becauſe here the fund for payment was preſuppoſed, and Y Fr 
muſt always be in the power of the holder to make his claim e- kat; 
fectual, ſince property to ten times its amount muſt always ex bead 
Sequeſtration tao was not to be employed till the warrant of the nit t. 
Juſtices had been put in force, which, in almoſt every caſe, voud i, pn 
ſuperſede the neceſſity of the ſecond proceſs. Indeed that elauſe t ze (+ 
had been put in the bill by the ſuggeſtion of his learned friend, o intere 
ſome other perſon who took a part in the diſcuſſion when it va de v. 
firſt introduced, for he himſelf had not conſidered it to be requfte Bl mT 
although it was impoſſible that, in ſome caſes, the mode of ſoque f vf 
tration might be employed. Theſe, however, were matters dat: 
ther for the conſideration of the Committee, and did not go to de tat: 
principle of the bill. With regard to the dangers with which — did u. 
meaſure might be attended, he differed moſt. widely from ert 
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larned friend. He was ſorry to hear that opinions hoſtile to 
ies were abroad, but he did not imagine they exiſted in any 
eat degree. For his own part, he thought the clergy ought to 
te provided, and well provided for. If any opinions hoſtile to 
tithes exiſted, were they not more likely to be removed by the diſ- 
flay of mild, cheap and expeditious modes of levying, than by eruel, 
redious and expenſive proceedings? If ſuch dangers actually ex- 
ited, it would furniſh an argument for going much farther than 
he preſent meaſure propoſed. If there were people who had finiſ- 
the ter motives in the preſent application, they would find them de- 
ent frated in the agreeable and conciliating effects which it was fitted 
wi: | produce. With regard to the extravagant and dangefuus doc- 
em. tines which had gone abroad in the world, his opinions were known. 
and Sure he was, however, that every proviſion which tends to make 
zige the weight of property leſs oppreſſive, and to render the mode of 
mate niang contributions leſs felt by thoſe who contribute, muſt tend to 
em- taniſh thofe opinions that would ſhake the ſolidity of its founda- 
ned. tons. The object of the bill was to facilitate the claim of the 
fla fithe-holder, and to render it leſs burdenſome to the perſon from 
error ll whom it is due. With regard to the threat which his learned friend 
s (i fid was held out in caſe the parties removed from the juriſdiction 
li c the Juſtices, he was led to think, from conſiderations of expe- 
dence which in his mind had always the higheſt weight, that the 
(tion ſhould be taken away. From experience it had been ſeen 
ether BR tat no inconvenience aroſe from confining the juriſdiction, with 
tgard to tithes, within the fifty-one pariſhes of the city of Lon- 
con, to the Magiſtrates, under the ſingle exception of their reſuſing 
bat, In the fame manner no inconvenienee would probably 
aſe from a ſimilar confined juriſdiction in the preſent caſe. At 
lll events, however, it was probable that the tithe-holder would take 
at mode of recovering his claim, which was cheap and caſy, in- 
fead of that which was tedious and expenſive Hè would ſub- 
it to the Houſe then, whether this was a bill ſo radically defective 
in principle, as to preclude any farther diſcuſſion. For his own part 
he thought it was calculated to be equally beneficial to every party 
ntereſted, and in this opinion he would remain till enlightened by 
lie vote of the Houſe. 

The SOLICITOR GENERAL faid, the preſent meaſure 
Ws founded upon an aſſumption, that certain grievances exiſted ; 
tut formed the firſt queſtion of confideration. He maintained, 
flat no grievances of the nature complained of exiſted, becauſe there 
dad not exiſt thoſe ſcruples of conſcience from which thoſe grievances 
fire ſuppoſed to have their origin. He defied the learned and 
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honourable gentleman to adduce ſuch proofs as ſhould ſatisfy the 
Houſe, that any oppreſſion had been uſed againſt the Quakers. For 
the laſt twenty years there had been none impriſoned for conſcience 
ſake: for the York caſe, of which the Houle had heard fo much, 
did not fall within that deſcription. And he would venture to 
aſſert, that if a bill could be framed, ſuch as thoſe would wiſh who 
had mercly pretended ſeruples of conſcience, and whoſe real objc& 
was the interefted view of cluding payment of a juſt and legal due, 
it would be ſuch a bill as now was preſented: in fact, it would be 
holding out an encouragement to men of ſuch principles. 

His learned friend had noticed, that tithes were not merely 
eccleſiaſtical dues, but a great part was alfo in the hands of lay im- 
propriators, and muſt be conſidered as civil property. When he 
ſaw this ſort of property in the hands of Quakers, when he ſaw 
them leaſing tithes, the impropriators of tithes, and collectors, he 
muſt infer, that they had no religious or conſcientious feruples upon 
the ſubjet. Nor could he ſuppoſe that they held it unlawtul to pay 
tithes, when he ſaw many reſpectable men, of that claſs, them- 
ſelves, in poſſeſſion of them, and collecting them from others. The 
law, as it now ſtood, was completely adequate for their recovery; 
ſeldom was there application, even to a juſtice; and in general, 
Quakers paid their tithes as other men. The caſe of thoſe, now 
priſoners in York, of which they had heard, and which the learned 
Serjeant admitted gave rife to his preſent bill, was attended with 
. circumſtances peculiar to itſelf. In that caſe, hen the Clergyman 
demanded his tithes, they ſet up a midus ; and this very plea, en 
their part, was an admiilion of the right : for what was msdus but 
a manner of paying a commutation in lieu of tithes in kind? This 
cuſtom, the Magiſtrates, of courſe, could not try ; and the Clergy- 
man was obliged to try the cauſe in the Exchequer. The learned 
gentleman then read extracts from the cauſe. In their anſwer, ke 
obſerved, they did not heſitate ſolemnly to affirm, that there exilied 
an antient and laudable cuſtom of a mzds ; yet this, that they lo 
ſolemnly affirmed, they had not the leaſt proof to ſupport. This, 
therefore, the Clergyman reliſted, on the ground of his right; but it 
was evident that their objection was not to the payment of tithes, 
but to the quantum demanded. In this bill, a great burden was © 
be thrown upon the Magiſtrate; for frequently the quantum of the 
tithe was matter of litigation and diſpute. 

In Quakers of reſpeGability, whom he had known, he never 
found any of thoſe rigid ſeruples; and in all the experience be lad 
had, and he had had much, he never found Quakers concerned 
merely as Quakers, Lut frequently joined with and pleading * 
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he cher defendants. About fixty years ago a ſimilar meaſure was. 
or mempted to be brought forward. It had been very fully diſcuſſed. 
ice n the other Houſe by Lord Talbot and Lord Hardwicke, and, after 
ch, the moſt mature conſideration, rejected. Since that time, a period 
to af ſixty years had elapſed, with the law as it now food, without any 
cho gail conſequence reſulting. If it happened that a Quaker ſub- 
ct Wl ded himſelf to perpetual impriſonment, he brought himſelf into 
ue, nt fituation, exactly in the ſame manner as a litigious man who 
de dſtinately maintained a ſuit, and overwhelmed himſelf with coſts. 
That ſuch conſequences ſhould be prevented, if poſſible, he ad- 
rely nitted ; and he wiſhed a mode could be deviſed which might ex- 
im- WW tend to all perſons in that ſituation. From the learned Scrjeant's 
he WW fatement, the Houſe might be induced to ſuppoſe that he had diſ- 
faw WW covered a mode for the more ſpeedy recovery of tithes ; if it were 
he , why did not the bill come in that ſhape, that they might debate 
pon Wh it: The principle of this ſeemed to be, that the perſon ſhould be 
pay WW cxonzrated, and the property only liable; but of all ſceurity for the 
em- ment of debts, he conſidered that which gave the power of taking 
I he bold of the perſon to be the molt effieneious, and inſtanced, that the 
Ty; seaption of the perſons of Members of that Houſe from arreſts 
ral, WW Efſened the ſecurity of their creditors. He objected to the preſent. 
bill, as it tended entirely to ſhake the principle of all proceſſes for 
lie recovery of debts ; but did not object to the other part of the 
bill, which went to render the aftirmation of Quakers admiſſible in 
eiminal as well as civil cafes, which he conſidered as a perfectly 
tin object. 
Me. WIGLEY faid, he wiſhed merely to draw the attention of 


This de Houſe to the bill which had heretofore paſſed upon this ſubject. 
g- [bc Houſe would then clearly fee, that the principle of the bill was 
rned vt a new one, as had been afferted, but that it merely extended the 
, he pineiple of the act of King William, and was intended to enlarge 
iſcd de relief, which that former act was calculated to afford. 


v {0 


Mr. RICHARDS thought the bill unneceſſary and ineonve- 
| his, 


ent, becauſe it went to alter the law of the land. How could any 


ut it ſueltion of property be a ſubject of religious ſeruple, which could 
thes, ait only in matters of faith? The ſame ſeruples of conſcience 


as (0 


rade Quakers to pay taxes; yet they were ordered to pay theſe by 
| the 


lieir elders. That man could not have much conſcience or ho- 
fy, who withheld from another a debt which he: knew was by 
ws his due. He did not then think that there exiſted among 
tem ſuch ſeruples as had been ſtated. There was only one Quaker 
apriſoned in the courſe of the laſt twenty years. The whole of 


be preſent queſtion amounted to this: that, becauſe certain people 
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aſßocted to diſobey the law of the land, they were on that account 
to be treated with greater indulgence. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE noticed an inconfiftency in the argu. 
ments of the gentlemen who oppoſed the bill. They praiſed the 
original ſtatute of King William, and yet decried the preſent bill, 
which proceeded on the ſame principle. When the advocates of 
the bill ſuggeſted the propriety of extending the proviſions of the 
ſtatutes, its opponents then talked of the falutary effect to be de. 
rived from enforcing proviſions of more wholeſome ſeverity ; ſo that 
from their language there was reaſon to conclude, that if they had 
lived in the reign of King William, they would have voted againſt 
that ſtatute. If in the preſent inſtance they thought ſo highly of 
the benefit to be reaped from holding out a ſyſtem of terror, why did 
they not act in conformitg to their own principle? Either they 
ought to move for the repeal of the proviſions of the ſtatute of King 
William, or they ought to ſupport the preſent bill for the purpoſe of 
adopting them to their full extent. Mr. Wilberforce then adverted 
to the illiberal language that had been held with reſpect to Quakers, 
whom he believed to be aRuated by ſcruples ſincerely conſcien- 
tious ; they had fully evinced their integrity by their conduct 
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daring the period of a hundred years, and had received proofs of 
the regard and protection of the Legiſlature at the beſt period of 


our hiſtory. 

Mr. FRASER reprobated the preſent bill, as tending to throw 
odium upon the eftabliſhed church. The Quakers were a body, 
who evinced the utmoſt obſtinacy and inveteracy in oppoſition to the 
laws. They never went to law, but had a mode of deciding their 
own diſputes without any application to Coutts of Juſtice. They 
were a body of men whom he confiuered as in no reſpect entitled 
to more privileges and immunities than any other claſs of the 
community. | | 

Mr. BURTON ſtated, that there exiſted no hardſhips under the 
preſent operation of the law; that the regulations of the bill differcd 
from thoſe of the ſtatute of King William, and would be injuriois 
to the rights of the tithe-owners. 

The Houſe divided: 


For the queſtion, 33 —Againſt it, 33. 
The Speaker gave the caſting vote in favour of the Ayes. 
The Houſe, therefore, went into a Committee, made a ſhot 
progreſs, and agrecd to go into a farther Committee on this bill on 
Tueſday morning next. 
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Houſe to the late attempt of the French upon Wales. He ſaid, that 
he faw ſomething execedingly portentous in the manner in which 
the enemy had effected a deſcent upon the coalt of Wales with 
furtcen hundred men, with arms, but without tents or field-picces. 
t was a matter very extraordinary that ſuch a number of men 
ſhould land, form themſclves into a body upon a hill, and without 
hewing any diſpoſition to oppoſe the force that had marched againſt 
them, ſurrender themſelves at diſcretion. He hoped the Houſe 
would excuſe the alarm which he had taken upon the ſubjeR ; but 
he could not help expreſſing his fears that the intention of the 
enemy was merely to load the country with their troops in this 
manner. He did not know whether bringing the ſubject in this 
form was confiſtent with the rules of Parliament; but confidering 
tie landing of the enemy's troops as the beginning of a dangerous 
ſem of invaſion, he could not help calling their ſerious attention 
b an occurrence fo truly alarming. What motive could the French 
have in landing their men in ſuch numbers as he had juſt ſtated, if 
It was not that which he had juſt hinted at? Fourtcen hundred 
men, with arms in their hands, could unqueſtionably have done 
bmething ; but, from their conduct, it appeared clear to him that 
tier had been landed for no other purpoſe than that of being made 


on priſoners. Under this conſideration, he could not help ſounding an 

00), WY arm to the country; and, as he did not know how to act upon the 

d the xafion, he begged to be informed what meaſure was moſt proper 
their BN u be adopted upon that occaſion, and what motion it would be right 

Cher WI br him to propoſe to the Houle, 

= The SPEAKER informed him, that it remained for him to pro- 


ple ſome motion to the Houſe, in the form of an addreſs to His 
Majeſty, or in any other manner that his diſcretion might ſuggeſt, 

He then moved, That an humble addreſs be preſented to His 
Majeſty, begging to be informed in what manner the enemy had 
Mefted a landing on the coaſt of Wales, what were their inten- 
A in coming thither, and what was to be done upon the 
Kealion * ” 

The SPEAKER pauſed' before he put the queſtion, for ſome 

ember to ſecond it. 


= BUCKNALL aſked the Speaker why he did not put the 
leltion:? 

The SPEAKER informed bim, that it was. irregular, until 
by ſome other Member. 


ſhort 


ill on 


Mr. T. S. D. BUCKNALL roſe to call the attention of this : 
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FEB. 


Mr. BUCKNALL then applied to the Houſe for ſomebody to - 
ſecond it, and aſked whether the Member for Hertfordſhire Nt 
would not ? FS : 3 3 

No Member, however, appcaring to ſecond the motion, it fell to N 

round. x | 
ee WOOD ſaid, that in the preſent ſtate of alarm and - 
public embarraſſment, he by no means withed to increaſe the dif. I 
ficulties which Miniſters muſt neceſſarily have to encounter. He * 
believed that they would do him the juſtice to allow, that, for the A | 
Iſt fix months, he had exerted himſelf to the utmoſt of his K 
power to preſerve the peace and tranquillity of the country ; but * 
when its ſafety was endangered, and its deareſt intereſts were at . 
ſtake, he found himſelf impelled by his duty, as a Member of Par- mY 
liament, to come forward and ſuggeſt ſuch meaſures as might tend cd 
to promote its intereſts. That an alarm at prefent exiſted, no one 
could doubt who was at all acquainted with the ſtate of the public he he 
mind. It was of importance, then, to inquire in what this alarm i 
originated. He confeſſed it was his opinion that it proceeded from lool. 
want of confidence in the meaſures of Miniſters; for it could not af 
de alledged that it aroſe from any great national misfortune, nor * 
were the people of England fo defedtive. in courage as to dread the "A 
conſequence of any invaſion which might be attempted againſt them ng 
by the French. He was confident, for his own part, and he was 22 
ſure that it was the general ſentiment, that ii ever ſuch an attempt 29 
was made, and if the reſources of this coumry were fairly called Th, 
into action, that it would terminate in ruin and diſgrace to the in- h 
vaders. But if Miniſters negleRed to adopt even common precau- fi 
tions, it was not to be wondered at that the people ſhould be afraid. 
He had reſolved, therefore, if no other perſon more accuſtomed . 111 
public ſpeaking than he was, took the lead in the buſineſs, that ; . 
ſhould bring it forward on the firſt open day, by moving an inqui oy 
into the meaſures which Government had taken for the defence 7 "a 
the country. From all that he could learn, he underſtood mw x Th, 
far from there being a proper ſtore of arms in the kingdom, * fog 
there were barely ſufficient for arming the troops at fe 1 
died. In his opinion it would require all the gunſmiths an *.. Ty 
ſmiths in the kingdom two years to prepare a ſufficient quan 95 10 
arms for the national defence. At ſuch a period as this, e q beers 
Government ought to have imported arms from abroad, Wher = I 
was informed that the orders which had been given to ſome 2 bal 
faQurers were countermanded, and that others of them had * * * 
to execute the orders which they had received, becauſe they = mo 

pai ir for He hoped that the Chancellor 0 y 
paid their former accounts. 01 
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Exchequer would not let even this opportunity paſs of giving the 
Houſe ſome ſatisfaction upon a ſubject which was of the laſt im- 
portance to the country, now that it was engaged in an obſtinate 
fruggle with a daring, formidable, and rapacious enemy. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT did not feel himſelf called upon to ſay 
much on the preſent occaſion, becauſe there was no motion before 
the Houſe upon which he could regularly ſpeak ; and the more fo 
s the ſpeech of the honourable gentleman had not amounted even 
tb a ſpecific notice. He had repreſented that he hod been prompted 
tb the obſervations he had juſt made by the preſent ſtate of the 
wuntry, as it reſpected its internal defence, It did, however, fo 
happen, that the motion of an honourable gentleman which ſtood for 
this evening naturally led to a full diſeuſſion of that important ſub- 
|; a diſcuſſion in which the country was certainly deeply inte- 
reſted, and into which no crc was more anxidus to enter than his 
lonourable friends and himfeif, It did fo happen alſo, that, had 
he honourable gentleman waited till the uſual time at which public 
buſineſs commenced, he was juſt about to repair to the bar of the 
Houſe, to deliver a meſſage which he had the honour to bring down 
tom His Majeſty, containing a gracious communication reſpecting 
te preſent ſtate of public affairs. He hoped, therefore, that the 
Houſe would excuſe him, if at the preſent moment he declined en- 
ering into any explanation of the topics to which the honourable 
zntleman had alluded ; an explanation which would be as unne- 
wary in ſubſtance as irregular in form. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer then repaired to the bar, and 
tought up a meſſage from the King, of which the following is 
© Copy : | 

GEORGE R. 

His Majefty thinks it proper ts communicate to the H:uſe of Com- 
ws, without delay, the meaſure adopted to cbviate the effects which 
ut be cccgſioned by the unuſual demand . ſpecie lately made from dif<. 
ſrent parts of the country in the metropolis. 

The peculiar nature and exigency af the caſe appeared ts require, in 
te fir inſtance, the meaſure contained in the order of Council which 
th Majeſly has directed to be laid before the Houſe. In recammend- 
ne this important ſubject to the immediate and ſerious attention of the 
Hue of Commons, His Majeſty relies with the utmeſt confidence on 


Fes. 27. 


Meaſures as may be beſt calculated to meet any temporary preſſure, and 


lum in ſupport of their public and commercial credit, and in de- 
Ae of their deareſt intereſts, G. R. 
Vol. I. 4 N 
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le experienced wiſdom and firmneſs of his Parliament fer taking ſuch © 


call forth, in the moſt effettual manner, the extenſive reſources of bis 
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The Order of Council was laid upon the table, of which the fol. 
lowing is a copy : | 


At the Council Chamber, IFhitchall, February 26, 1 797. 


By the LORDS of HIS MAJESTY's Moſt Honourable PRIVY 
COUNCIL. Preſent, 


The LORD CHANCELLOR, Earl SPENCER, 
LORD PRESIDENT, Earl of LIVERPOOL, 
Duke of PORTLAND, Lord GREN VILLE, 
Marquis CORNWALLIS, 

Mr. CHANCELLOR. OF THE EXCHEQUER. 


(Signed) W. FAWKENER. 


\« Upon the repreſentation of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
ſtating, that from the reſuit of the information which he has 
received, and of the inquiries which it has bcen his duty to make 
reſpecting the effect of the unuſual demands for ſpecie that have 
been made upon the metropolis, in conſequence of ill- founded or ex- 
aggerated alarms in different parts of the country, it appears, that 
unleſs ſome meaſure is immediately taken, there may be reaſon to 
apprehend a want of a ſufficient ſupply of cath to anſwer the exi- 
gencies of the public ſervice. It is the unanimous opinion of the 
Board, that it is indiſpenſably neceſſary for the public ſervice, that 
the Directors of the Bank of England ſhould forbear iſſuing any 
caſh in payment until the ſenſe of Parliament can be taken on that 
ſubject, and the proper meaſures adopted thereupon, for maintain- 
ing the means of circulation, and ſupporting the public and com. 
mercial credit of the kingdom at this important conjuncture; and 
it is ordered, that a copy of this minute be tranſmitted to the Di- 
rectors of the Bank of England; and they are hereby required, en 
the grounds of the exigency of the caſe, to conform thereto until the 
ſenſe of Parliament can be taken as aforeſaid. 


(Signed) W. FAWKENER.” 


The meſſage being read, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, it was luis intention at preſent t 
fay little more than merely move, that His Majeſty's meſſage be 
taken imo conſideration to-morrow. He took this opportunity, 
however, of giving notice, that in addition to the addreſs which 
meant to move, he ſhould propoſe that a Select Committee be ap- 
pointed to inquire into the outſtanding engagements of the Bank, 2 
of the means they had of making good their engagements. Wh 
he gave notice of ſuch a propoſition, rendered proper by the parti 
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hr circumſtances of tlie moment, he had no difficulty in declaring it 
to be his firm opinion, that not the ſmalleſt ſuſpicion could juſtly be 
entertained of the ſolidity of the Bank; on the contrary, he believed 
| that its reſources never were more abundant. Another propoſition 
V which he meant to ſubmit to the deliberation of Parliament, and 
which, in the preſent circumſtances, he had no doubt would be 
fund to be highly expedient, was to declare by law, that the en- 
gagements of the Bank at preſent outſtanding, or which may here- 
after be contracted to a certain amount, are ſecured by the public, 
and that notes inſtead of caſh will be taken by the public in pay- 
ment of the ſums due to them by the Bank. This was a meaſure 
which he thought himſelf warranted to propoſe at ſuch a conjuncture 
R. i the preſent, and he had no doubt that it would tend very much to 
confirm the ſolidity of the Bank capital, an object, the national im- 
his BY portance of which coutd not be diſputed. He ſhould not expatiate 
farther upon the ſubject at preſent, having given notice of the pro- 
poſitions which he intended to make. In the interval, between that 
and to-morrow, gentlemen would have an opportunity of weighing 
that WY te important topics that would then come under diſcuſſion. He 
was convinced, that when the circumitances of the times were duly 
conſdered, that the Houſe would join with him in cpinton that the 
* the WI Bank ought to be reſtrained from making any payments in cafh, ex- 
that WY eept in certain cafes ; and fo ſanguine was he in the advantages 
_ which would follow from this reſtriction, that he could not let the 
that WY ſabzect paſs, even on this day, without giving notice of his inten- 
* tons formally to ſubmit it to the Houſe. He concluded with 
com. I mor ing, That His Majeſty's meſſage be ordered to be taken into 
and eonſideration to-morrow. 
D Mr. FOX faid, that although what had been juſt delivered by 
4, on the right honourable gentleman could be conſidered ſtrictly as a no- 
il te dee only of what he intended to bring forward to-morrow, yet at 
this eventful crifis he did not wiſh to allow a moment to paſs with- 
out ſaying a few words. What may or may not be adviſeable to be 
done upon the matter he alluded to, he ſhould now give no opinion. 
Putin reſpect to the obligation on every Member of that Houſe, and 
every man in this country, to turn in his mind the ſubject, to em- 
ploy the whole activity of his intellect upon it, and to form as good 
n opinion as he was able upon it, and that without the delay of a 
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Wy. On what the right hononrable gentleman meant to move 
v-myrrow, he thought it his duty to ſay a word or two. The right 
bono rable gentleman ſaid, he ſhould move for a Committee of 
lnqu ry into the circumſtances of the Bank. To a mction for ſuch 
4A N 2 


lingle hour, he thougt.t that to give that ſort of warning was his 
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an inquiry, even if moved this day, he ſhould have no objection; 
it might be uſeful, as far as it went. But he owned he faw the pro- 
priety of that Houſe making an inquiry to a much greater extent, 
They ſhould inquire not only into the circumſtances of the Bank, 
but alſo into the circumſtances which led to the preſent embarraſſ. 
ment. The right honourable gentleman had ſtated ſomething rela. 
tive to the proſperous ſtate of the Bank, which he would dare to fay 
were warranted, and which, he hoped, would be made manifeſt in 
the reſult of the inquiry. But they ſhould not ſtop here ; they 
ſhould inquire into all the cauſes of this neceſlity ; they ſhould be 
poſſeſſed of all the meaſures that led to this moſt extraordinary, 
moſt novel, and wholly unprecedented ſcheme to aid our finance, a 
ſcheme which no man could think of without ſhuddering. 

With regard to the proviſions which the right honourable gen- 
tleman pointed out, he had no difficulty in ſtating the view he had 
of the matter. With a view, therefore, to what the Miniſter had 
ſtated of the propriety of aiding the ſecurity of the bank-notes, of 
pledging the faith of Government to them, there appeared to him 
nothing objectionable in ſuch a propoſition, but there were in the 
Miniſter's ſpeech ſome general words which might be differently 
underſtood by different perſons. If the Miniſter thought that bank 
notes ſhould be made legal tenders for public purpoſes, there might 
be but little, if any, difficulty in aſſenting to his propoſition. But 
theſe were very general words, capable of being differently under- 
ſtood by different perſons. If the Miniſter means to make bank 
notes legal payment from individuals to the pubtic, that was a 
point liable. of courſe to diſcuſſion, but againſt which he did not 
ſee the ſame objection as if he took the queſtion in another view, 
for it would be only matter of policy to a limited expence. But 
if he meant to make bank notes legal payment from the public to 
the individual, if ſuch a meaſure, he ſaid, ſhould become neceffary, 
it was a meaſure which the Houſe could not think of without fec- 
ing that it muſt ſhake the very foundation of the public credit 
What led him to this obſervation was part of the Miniſter's ſpeech 
to-night, and ſomething which he ſaw in papers which were now 
before the Houſe. In the Miniſter's ſtatement of the matter, he 
ſet forth the difficultics of the Bank to anſwer, by payment in caſh, 
for their outſtanding engagements. The means of anſwering thele 
engagements in that way formed the difficulty of the Bank. He 
had no difficulty in aſſenting to what the Miniſter ſtated upon the 
ſubject, as far as payment was to be made to Government. But 

when he came to reflect upon an order in Council, and on tis 
| obedience which he ſaw the Bank diſpoſed to pay to that ordet, 
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he ſubject became alarming. He did not ſay that the conduct of 
the Bank brought on the neceſlity, but the thing itſelf appeared to 
him to be alarming, for the Bank ſay they will pay Government 
in bank notes, and that warrants on dividends fhall be paid in like 
manner. The warrants on dividends were the intereſt of the na- 
tonal debt. He was not now going to anticipate the meaſure 
which Parliament ſhould adopt upon this ſubject, nor to diſcuſs it 
at length; but Parliament having paſſed an act binding the Bank 
to pay the warrants on dividends not in bank notes, but in money, 
this, therefore, was a very alarming propoſition, and very worthy 


2e knew, did not apply to Bank Stock; but they applied to the 
rayment of dividends on other Stock. He did not now preſs for 
en- y explanation upon this topic, but he felt the importance of it to 
1ad Wl 2 great degree, for the propoſition was certainly novel, unpre- 
ad cedented, and ſuch as the Houſe ſhould not form an opinion upon 
of Wl haſtily. 
im Having faid this, he had only to add, that he ſhould endeavour 
the WW to inform himſelf as well as he could on the ſubject, and bear the 
y ole of it in his mind, and he adviſed every man in that Houſe, 
ank nd every thinking man in this country, to do the ſame thing; for 
git appeared to him to be of extreme importance, of extreme danger, 
But nd might lead to the moſt dreadful conſequences to every individual 
ler- in this country, and might put an end altogether to its exiſtence as 
nk powerful nation. The Houſe would do nothing uſeful on this 
is 2 Wi (ubject if it did not inſtitute an inquiry into the whole of the cir- 
not Wi cumftances that have led us to this dreadful fituation. 
ew, Mr. Alderman COMBE wiſhed to be informed whether it was 
But ine intention of the right honourable gentleman that bank notes 
e o ere to be taken only by the receivers of the revenue, or that they 
ere to become a legal tender in all money tranſactions ? 
ſec- Mr. Chancellor PIT T faid, that in the firſt inftance he meant 
dit. mly to propoſe that they ſhould be taken on the part of the public; 
eech that after the inquiry of the Committee into the circumſtances 


now cf the Bank, the Legiſlature would be enabled to judge whether the 
„ he remedy to the extent at preſent ſuppoſed was ſufficient. 

aſh, Mr. Alderman COMBE aſked, whether it was his opinion that 
heſe this remedy would be reſorted to in the end ? . 

He Mr. Chancellor PIT T faid, he had no opinion upon the 
the lubject, 

But 


Mr. FOX aſked, if he diſclaimed the opinion? 


4 Mr. Chancellor PITT replied, that he faid nothing about it 
all, . * 
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it leaſt of the ſerious attention of the Houſe. Theſe obſervations, 
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His Majeſty's meſſage was then ordered to be taken into con 
fideration- to-morrow. 

The order in Council was ordered to be aken into conſidera 
tion at the ſame time. 

Mr. SHERIDAN roſe, not to purſue the obſervations which 
had been made upon the preſent critical ſtate of the country, but 
to expreſs his ſurpriſe that the conſideration of the order in Coun. 
eil ſhould be put vi for a fingle day. In the firſt part of the 
order he found nothing but an opinion refpeGing the eireunatanees 
of the Bank, as connected with the preſent Nate of public affairs; 
the concluiton of it contained notinng leſs than poſitive reouiſition 
of all the caſh in the Bank —a requiiition which, however ſtrange 
and unconſtitutional, the Bank Directors thought themſelves bound 
in duty to obey. The order certainly was of ſuch a nature that 
the Houſe had a right to expect ſome explanation on the fubjct, 
The conduct of the Miniſter, however, had ſuggeſted to him a 
motion, upon which he would certainly take the ſenſe of the Houte, 
and upon which they ought not to delay a ſingle hour in expicſiing 
an opinien. He ſhould endeavour to abſtain from expreſſing thulc 
ſentiments of indignation which every man mult feel on this cven- 
ing. He could not, however, but remark, that the right horvure 
able gentleman was now acting upon the ſame ſyſtem of deluſion 
which had characteriſed all tis Adminiſtration. He entertained 
no doubts about the ſolidity of the Bank, and would rely more 
upon their own ſtatement of their ſolidity than any declaration df 
of that Houſe ; nor did he object to the public pledging their fecu- 
rity for the outſtanding engagements of the Bank, but he remon- 
ſtrated ſtrongly againſt the mode in which the buſineſs was brougit 
before the Legiſlature. What right had Governinent to exercllea 
compuliatory power over the Bank of England? The fair way 
would have been for the Bank to have laid a ſtatement of their 
ſituation before the Houſe, to have deſcribed the caules to which 
their embarraſſmcnts were to be imputed, and to have prayed tot 
that interference in their behalf, which he was ſure the Legiflature, 
upon proper grounds, would have been ready to grant. Inſtead d 
this, an order of Council had been iſſued putting the whole caſh of 
the Bank in requiſition. . And upon what pretence? To ſatisf 
the neceſſary demands for the public ſervice! What right had 
Government to the caſh of the Bank more than to the caſh of * 
individual in the kingdom ? As well, and with full as much juſtice, 
might the right honourable gentleman have put in requiſition the mone} 
of thoſe wealthy Placemen and Penſioners who were planted around 
him. Nay, this would not have been ſo bad; for in tic preſent 
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mance, by an act of compulſion upon the Bank, he was obliging it 
o break faith with its creditors. And what were theſe public 
exigencies on account of which this ſtrange and unprecedented mea- 
ure was adopted? They muſt neceſſarily be ſuch as the public 
mper ſecurities could not ſatisfy. With reſpect to the appointment 
a Committee to enquire into the affairs of the Bank, it was 
wtorious that a leak had ſprung in the veſſel, and it was pretty evi- 
tent that it had been occalioned by the exportation of ſpecie to 
breien countries ; as to the criminality of the pilot, that would be 
matter for future conſideration. Taking that for granted, therefore, 
which every one was perfectly convinced, that the immenſe ex- 
nation of ſpecie was the cauſe of the preſent embarrafſments, he 
hould move, „ That it is the opinion of this Houſe that no far- 
ther exportation of ſpecie or gold ſhould take place for the uſe 
« of the Emperor, or any other foreign power, until the ſenſe of 
& Parliament ſhould have been taken on the ſubject, upon a full 
ui, review of the cauſes of the preſent exigencies of the publie.” It 
ae night be ſaid that in a ſeaſon of fo great difficulties, it was not 
hae mobable that the Miniſter of the country would take a ſtep which 
eng would add fo much to their preſſure. With regard to his profeſſions, 
date e had ſeen him ſo often abandon them, that he nv longer repoſed 
wa wy truſt either in bis repreſentations or his promiſes. He now placed 
inet Es lire confidence in his diſcretion. After his boaſting but a few 
noe ronchs ago of the high ſtate of public credit ; after vaunting his 


n e tres in filehing ſo much money from the country without its be- 
ecu ny publicly known, and after bringing down the communication 
non this day, what confidence could he (Mr. Sheridan) place in his 
ofcretion ? It was not enough for the Houſe to leave him to be 
eile 2 WW nided by the diQates of his prudence, for prudence they found by 
 ") Wee experience that he did not poſſeſs; nor was it their duty to be 
thei ltisfied by his profeſſions, for they had witneſſed his promiſes no 
1 koner made than broken; they ought to ſay not only that he ought 
Ir 


ot, but that he dared not to do it. He (the Chancellor of the 
behequer) might plead that the faith of the country was pledged 
bthe Emperor; but was not the faith of the Pank alſo pledged to 


ature, 
ad of 


* l creditors? If the right honourable gentleman urged, that with- 
au ing ſupplies from the Emperor would occaſion great ineonve- 
* uencies in carrying on the war, he would grant that this might be 
Jt any 


me; but of two evils they were to chooſe the leaſt, and then-he 
wud aſk if there was any man who thought that were we to go on 
ſuniſming money to the Imperial army, that this country would 
any compenſation to their poſſible, or even probable ſucceſſes, 
the certain evils which it would thereby ſuſtam? He concluded* 
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- with repeating his determination to take the ſenſe of the Houſe upon 
his motion, and with expreſſing his opinion that if it was negative 
the country would one day confider them as the accomplices of Mi- 
niſters in promoting its deſtruction. 

Mr. NICHOLS thought the motion ought to be immediately 
adopted, and roſe to ſecond it. He preſſed the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer for an anſwer to the queſtion which had been put to him, 
whether it was his intention that the notes of the Bank of England 
ſhould be declared a legal tender from the Bank to the public cre- 
ditor? If ſo, he was about to proclaim an act of inſolvency! And 
confidering it in this light, he reprobated his filence as an inſtance 
of moſt atrocious arrogance. After animadverting in the ſevereſt 
terms on the confiding majorities in that Houſe, who ſupported the 
Miniſter in every meaſure, however wild, and ſanctioned every 
part of his conduct, however inſolent, he concluded with repeating 
the queſtion, whether or not bank notes were to be declared a legal 
tender to the public creditor * 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T faid he was much ſurprized at the ſpeech 
and the motion of Mr. Sheridan, but he was much more perplexed 
by the obſervations and queſtions of the learned gentleman who 
ſeconded the motion, who to an intricacy which it was impoſſible 
to unravel, added an exertion of voice much beyond what he was 
accuſtomed to, and an aſperity of language which even exceeded 
that of the honourable mover. He hoped that he would not perfil 
in thinking it atrocious arrogance in him if he did not attempt to 
anſwer what he conceived it would be unpardonable arrogance in 
him to attempt to underſtand. When a man obtruded his opinion 
with too much raſhneſs or too much poſitiveneſs, then he might 
be accuſed of arrogance ; but he did not perccive that the man who 
altogether declined giving an opinion, could incur the imputation. 
But the learned gentleman ſeemed to be as ignorant of the forms af 
the Houſe as of the common mode of buſineſs. He might have 
known that though it be ſometimes convenient to aſk and to com- 
municate information by, queſtion and anſwer, that no diſcuſſion can 
regularly take place, except when a motion was before the Houſe. 
With the Speaker's indulgence he was always ready to anſwer an 
queſtion reſpecting public buſineſs which it was fair and candid to 
put; but he ſaw no reaſon why opinions upon any ſubject ſhould 
be extorted from him before it came regularly under diſcuſſion. 
How did he ſtand on the preſent occaſion? He had brought down 
a meſſage from the King, and all that was neceſſary for him ® 
have ſaid, was to move that it be taken into conſideration to- mor- 
row; inſtead of this, however, he had given notice, which he need 
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not to have done, of every thing he intended to propoſe ; but be- 
cauſe he had not explained himſelf upon a ſubject different from 
theſe propoſitions, he was accuſed of atrocious arrogance. As to 
the motion of the honourable gentleman, what was it in point of 
fact? A ſubject of great national importance which ought to be 
diſcuſſed with calmneſs and firmneſs, and which had been this day 
ſubmitted to the deliberation of the Houſe, was deferred for con- 
ſderation till to-morrow. The honourable gentleman, however, 
had ſeized upon one particular branch of that ſubject, and one of 
the moſt important, and prefſed the Houſe to come to an imme- 
date deciſion upon it. iis he had done upon two grounds; 1ſt, 
The unconſtitutional nature of what he was pleaſed to term a re- 
cry WY quiſition on the Bank ; and ſecondly, the mode in which the buſi- 
ting neſs was brought before the Houſe. If the public ſafety required 
eg tat the meaſure ſhould be inſtantly taken, it was ſurely much 
beter that it ſhould be executed in the moſt ſummary way, for 
eech bad application come from the Bank after danger was apprehended, 
xcd WM i: apprehenſions might have been realized, while the deliberations 
who ll won the remedy were pending; and with reſpect to the other 
ble WM pound of the motion, it involved the expediency of the order, 
was wich would be diſcuſſed to-morrow. He could only ſay that the 
eded i King's Miniſters had been guided by a concern for the public ſafety ; 
erfiſt Wi fat if they had treſpaſſed upon the laws, they ſubmitted to the can 
pt to ur of the Houſe, conſcious that had they not taken the ſtep which 
e in ls been adopted they would have been deficient in the firſt duty 
nion "ey owed to their country. Whether they ſhould be juſtified, in- 
night i ©nnified, or puniſhed, would be matter of ſubſequent deliberation. 
who Bll The honourable gentleman aſked what right Government had 
tion. b make a reſerve of the caſh of the Bank? He replied, that 
ns of ih the Bank, as a bank, Government had no right to interfere, but 
e did not think it diſingenuous or unfair to ſtate that if Miniſters 
hew there was a greater run upon the Bank, and that more caſh 
Fs carried from the metropolis than was confiſtent with the per- 


ouſe. A nene of thoſe ſources from which the public ſervice was to be 
r ary {irazed, it was their duty to interfere. The honourable gentle- 
did to vn aſeribed the preſent diminution of money entirely to the ſums 


Mich had been ſent abroad to the Emperor. So far was this from 


nion. eneſponding with the fact, that laſt year not the ſmalleſt inconve- 
down lence was felt, and for this reaſon, that it was fo arranged that but 
im w (mall proportion of the money ſent abroad conſiſted of ſpecie. 


1 this was aſſumed as a principal ground of the honourable gen- 

"Man's motion. He next aſſumed that the cauſe of the meaſure 

"Ig adopted was the exigency of foreign, not of home ſervice, 
Vo. I. 55 4 Q X 
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And as if theſe were not enough, he aſſumes that the Houſe ought 
to come to an immediate deciſion upon one branch of a ſubjeg, 
the whole of which was to be diſcuſſed to-morrow. In the mean 
time, what, he aſked, would be the effect of this deciſion were it 
carried into effect as he would have it? If there was one ſubjed 
more grave, more weighty, or more important than another, it was 
the ſubject of this motion, which the honourable gentleman wiſhed 
ſhould be decided collaterally, without examination and without 
notice. His motion would have the effect of a declaration of the 
Britiſh Parliament, that without deliberation they would give no 
farther aid to the Emperor, even ſuppoſing that the war is to be 
continued. He concluded with moving the order of the day. 
Mr. SHERIDAN replied, that if the right honourable gentle. 
man had attended to the latter part of his motion it would have 
ſpared him the latter part of his ſpeech. | 

Mr. FOX adverted to the obſervations of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer reſpecting queſtions which he conſidered himſelf bound 
to anſwer. The learned gentleman had put a queſtion to him in 


very plain and diſtin terms, not as to a Member of Parliament, nhat 
but as to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and this he had refuſed 29 
to anſwer. And upon what day? Was this the day on which ap 
forms were to be oppoſed to ſubſtance? Was this the day in which Es 
public information was to be obſtructed by points of etiquette, a day 1 I 
on which every regulation had been broken, and all laws had ben * © 
violated ? The right honourable gentleman excyſed himſelf by * : 
faying that he did not underſtand the queſtion. He thought, ar; ene 
his own part, that it was diſtinctly enough ſtated; and if it was not, "58 
it was explained by the documents on the table. But the nge 65 
honourable gentleman added, that he was not bound to anſwer 2 Wp 
wild and extravagant queſtion. Was it, however, a queſtion de- bing 
ſerving either of thoſe epithets, the purpoſe of which was to alcer- 17 
tain, whether the public engaged to pay its creditors in money « 3 
in ſomething elſe, which would virtually imply an act of nation * it 
? He would not take upon him to ſay, whether filenct oy x 
on ſuch an occaſion was arrogant or not, but he ſhould fay that 1 | 
did not ſhew a proper feeling of the ſtate of the country, or a dece" ating 
attention to the extreme anxiety of gentlemen in that Houſe. 4s he 15 
to the latter part of his ſpeech the right honourable gentleman if ., 
certainly not attended to the motion, or he would not have delivere his g 
it. His honourable friend did not call upon the Houſe to © "7% 
cide whether more aſſiſtance was to be granted to the Emper Wi 


That deliberation upon which the right honourable gentleman | u thei 
ſiſted, it was the object of his honoutable friend (Mr. Sheridan Nad 
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to procure a deciſion, The right honourable gentleman inſiſted, 
that they had concluded the reſerve of caſh to be made entirely for 
foreign ſeavices. They had concluded no ſuch thing, for they had 
thrown no impediment in the way of reſerve. Mr. Fox preſſed the 
conſideration, that perhaps, even at that moment, Miniſters were 
ſending money abroad, and all that he at preſent aſked was inhibi- 
ton upon them from ſuch a conduct during this ſolemn pauſe, this 
merregnum of the laws. He contradicted the aſſertion that the ex- 
portation had not produced the preſent ſcarcity of ſpecie, becauſe it 
m been frequently ſeverely felt before in the courſe of the war, 
when no alarm of invaſion exiſted, And he was afraid that Mi- 
niſters would -not even yet be terrified out of that ruinous cauſe 
which they had been for ſome time purſuing. If there was any 
man who could lay his hand upon his breaſt and ſay, that he con- 
the ded in their wiſdom, with that man he had no diſpute. For his 
| on part he diſclaimed all confidence and all dependance. He 
could not truſt that the right honourable gentleman would not do 
what he had already done, and from which he had even claimed 
(od merit, When accuſed of ſending money to the Emperor without 
hich wnſent of the Houſe, in direR violation of the uſages of Parliament 
nich ud che principles of the Conſtitution, he came forward and boaſted 
of his conduct; how could they be called upon for confidence, 
$0 if : ; 
dern d could they truſt on this very day that clandeſtine remittances 
f vl not made, and that the ſyſtem which he had fo ſtrenuouſly 
(fended would not be renewed ? Was this a time when the pub- 
lc could believe that their repreſentatives ated to them with fidelity, 
not, ' 242 : 8 
lf they ald not upon an occafion ſo critical as the preſent, diſcover a 


mm | 
— jalous anxiety for their intereſt, inſtead of an unreaſonable confl- 
1 lende in Miniſters ? In ſupporting the motion of his honourable 
aſcer fiend he did not conceive that he precipitately brought into diſ- 


uſſon the ſubje which he had thought ſhould be deferred till to- 
arrow, but he was for preventing the Miniſter from remitting any 
ums to the Emperor; contrary to law, indeed, yet a practice from 
"ich, on this account, however, he had not been deterred. There 
Fs but one paint more to which he would ſay a ſingle word with- 
Wt interfering with the diſcuſſion of to-morrow, for ſufficient againſt 
be day was the evil thereof; but the right honourable gentleman 
aid that the inquiry which he meant to propoſe was to be limited 
nis object. His opinion, however, was, that we had no chance 
of vation, unleſs the Houſe went into an ample inquiry into our 
Facral financial ſituation. They muſt not ſtop in the proſecution. 
c their inveſtigation by demands of confidence, for in their faith- 
il and active diſcharge of this important taſk, the credit and the 
10 2 
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exiſtence of the country were involved. Unleſs every individual 
Member entered fully into the whole of the cafe, unleſs the Mi. 
nifter laid before them all the circumſtances which had led to the 
crifis in which we were placed, they would betray their duty to 
the public, and become acceffary to the certain and inevitable ruin 
which muſt otherwiſe follow. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS faid, that he ſhould not enter into the 
fubje& which was more properly reſerved for diſcuſſion to-morroy, 
He could not help, however, remarking the different arguments 
uſed by the gentlemen on the other fide to induce the Houſe to ac- 
cede to the motion. The honourable gentleman (Mr, Sheridan) 
had faid, that with him the declaration of the Bank, with regard to 
the folidity of their ſituation, would have greater weight than any 
declaration the Houſe could make upon the ſubject. Nothing leſs, 
however, than a full and ample inquiry by the Houſe into our finan- 
cial fituation could ſatisfy the mind of the right honourable gentle- 
man (Mr. Fox), or ſave the country. When he faw ſuch differ- 
ences of opinion upon the importance of inquiry between two gen- 
tlemen not diſpoſed to diſagree, he muſt be forgiven if he begged 
leave to differ from their concluſions. When his right honourable 
friend ſtated the propoſitions which were meant to be brought for- 
ward to-morrow, and when gentlemen ſtood up and aſked all lis 
opinions at preſent, what were to be his opinions to-morrow, or on 
any future occaſion, ſurely theſe were neither queſtions which it was 
fit to aſk, or which any Member of Parliament was bound to an- 
ſwer. The purpoſe of the preſent motion could only be to prevent 
His Majeſty's Miniſters from making any remittances to the Em- 
peror between this and to-morrow. Surely, then, the neceſſity of 
preſſing it now could not be very clear. ' The honourable gen- 
tleman, after the "diſcuſſion of to-morrow, after hc had received 
all the light which that would produce, nuglit bring it forward, ot 
even without any inconvenience ariſing in the mean time, on the 
following day. Without the information which the enſuing di- 
cuſſion would afford, the Houſe was called upon to decide that the 
remittances to the Emperor were the cauſc of the preſent difficulties, 
while it would probably appear that it was quite on the other fide. 
Such a reſolution might produce a bad effect abroad, and might be 
confidered as a determination of the Houſe on the ſubject of with- 
holding affiſtance from our ally the Emperor. He oppoſed the mo- 
tion likewiſe on this ground, that it ſuppoſed a connection betweeD 
the remittances of the Emperor, and the objects of diſcuſſion w. 
moxrow, when in reality none exiſted. 


Ry 


Mr. W. MILNER faid he felt great fatisfaQion in the mot! 


My Vi 


cludi1 
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of his honourable friend, for he had come down to the Houſe de- 
termined to move ſomething to the ſame effect. It was the duty 
of the Houſe to prevent Miniſters from ſending any money out of 
to Wl the kingdom, and to tie up their hands on this occafion. The 
vin WY ftuation of the country was truly ſerious and important. In con- 
{quence of the Bank not paying in caſh, every country bank in 
the WE which money was depsſited, which now paid with notes inſtead of 
»w. aach, had ſtopped payment, and broken the contract with thoſe who 
nts entruſted them with money. In ſuch circumſtances as the preſent 
ac. ti vas the duty of the Houſe to be vigilant, 
an) WW Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, that the gentlemen on the other fide, 
do becauſe they could not fairly meet, ſeemed determined not to under- 
any tand his motion. In its nature it was perfectly diſtinct from the 
fs, WM diſcuſſion of to-morrow. [Here Mr. Sheridan defired the con- 
an- Wl cluding clauſe of the motion to be read]. To- morrow an inquiry 
tle- nas to be moved into the ſituation of the Bank. His object was 
fer- merely to pledge the Houſe to inquire into the circumſtances which 
zen- rendered that meaſure neceſſary before any remittanges could be ſent 
ged v the Emperor. The diſcuſſion of to-morrow was not ſtated to 
able de for any ſuch inquiry, and therefore he wiſhed Miniſters to be 
for- prevented from ſending any money abroad till it was obtained, 
| is WY The right honourable Secretary ſaid, that the circumſtances on 
on ich the inquiry into the circumſtances of the Bank was founded, 
was ere not at all connected with the remittances to the Emperor, and 
an- flat it was quite on the other fide : this was ſomething ſtrange in- 
vent WW «ed. He had never heard, however, that there had been any re- 
Em- nittances from the Emperor to this country, if this was the mean- 
yy of im of its being quite en the other fide, for the Emperor had never 
cen- ¶ den yet fulfilled the engagements which this country had guaran- 
ted; or, perhaps, the right honourable Secretary meant, that 
ie more money was ſent abroad, the more would remain at home. 


the He was not a little ſurpriſcd, too, to hear that the preſent moyon 
dif- fiould be conſtrued to infer, that no more money was to be ſent to 
t the de Emperor; ſtrange, indeed, it was, that the right honourable 
Ities, gentleman ſhould not underſtand the difference between deferring 
fide. WH nd refyling payment, when they had come forward with a procla- 
it be i Nation, by which the Bank were authorized to refuſe payment of 
wich- heir notes for a limited time. He therefore contended, that it was 
mo- ft that Miniſters, in the preſent-circumſtances, ought to be pre- 
weel Bal "ented from ſending any money abroad, till Parliament had fully 
1 t0- BN icſtigated the cauſes from which the diſtreſs aroſe. 

| The Houſe then divided : For the Oider of the Day, 247 
ot:00 


it, 70. Majority againſt Mr. Sheridan's motion, 177. 
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While ſtrangers were excluded from the gallery, a converſation pinciplc 
took place upon the farther conſideration of the report of tell" but! 
Poor's Bill. 5 n mo 
Mr. JOLLIFFE thought the bill ſo defective and objection- — 
able, that he was of opinion it ought to be wholly laid afide. om 
Mr. WHTTBREAD faid, that when the right honourable gen. os 
tleman had ſaid upon the motion which he had the honour to bring c 

forward laſt year upon the ſtate of the poor, that every deviation * 
from the act of Queen Elizabeth had tended to corrupt the original Ml." 
purity of the Poor Laws, he had expected that the bill of the right 1 — 
| Honourable gentleman, inſtead of the complicated machinery which * 10 
it contained, would have endeavoured to ſimplify the ſyſtem. In _ 
this reſpect, however, he had been greatly diſappointed ; and he ful e 
hinted at the impoſſibility of executing ſome parts of its clauſes. - 
Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that it would require a long dif- a of 
euſſion to ſhow that the bill was founded upon the principles he had 2 hy : 
held out in his ſpeech laſt year. If the bill was not in a ſtate fo = 


advanced for diſcuſſion, he hoped the Houſe would impute it to the 
very important public buſineſs which had prevented him from be- 
ſtowing upon this ſubject all the attention he wiſhed. He did not 
mean to preſs it for diſcuſſion till time was given for gentlemen to 
make up their minds upon it; and though he ſhould be ſorry for 
any delay, he thought it better to poſtpone the meaſure than to pals 
it without conſideration. | 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, that he had paid great attention to the 
preſent bill, and he muſt ſay, that a worſe bill he had never ſeen. 


Its principle was deteſtable. It was a libel on the rich, and a libel Mr 
on the induſtry of the country. He wiſhed with the honourable gen- Wuto co 
tleman, Mr. Jolliffe, that the bill were entirely given up. He Th 


wiſhed, if it was to be ſtill kept up, that a day ſhould be ſet aſide 
for the diſcuſſion of it, that it might be thrown out at once, and he 
had no doubt but he ſhould be able to convince ſome gentlemen 
that its principle was ſo foul, that it could not be entertained by the 
Houſe for a ſingle moment. | | | 
Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that after this he ſhould be ſorry if 
a day was not ſet apart for the diſcuſſion of this ſubject. It would 
be better, however, to diſcuſs it when explained by the ſchedules. 
Some day next week, or the week following, at a moderate diſtance, 
might be fixed for this purpoſe. | | 
Mr. VANSITTART thought that the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer ought to employ the lciſure of Summer to fill up the 
ſchedules. 
Sir WILLIAM GEARY faid, that there was a part of the 
1 
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pinciple of the bill which, in the preſent circumſtances, could not 
e put in execution, The overſeers were to be authorized to bor- 
we money in order to carry ſome of the provifions into effect, 
hich would thus be rendered unavailing. 

The farther conſideration of the report was put off till Thurſ- 
ky ſe'nnight. 

The report of the bill for increafing the capital of the Eaſt- 
India Company was brought up and agreed to. 

Mr. WHI'TBREAD faid, that when he had laſt given notice of 
tis motion, for an inquiry into the conduct of Adminiſtration, rela- 
tive to the late attempt againſt Ireland, he had thought that nothing 
nore important could engage the attention of the Houſe, till the 
ful events of this day had fatally proved he was wrong. It now 
peared that all the blunders and the diſaſters with which the con- 
duct of the war had been marked, were nothing in compariſon with, 
had the conſequences which they now threatened. He ſhould therefore 
anſider himſelf highly blameable if he took up any of the interval 
fir conſideration that occurred before the momentous diſcuſſion of 
be. YL > morrow; he exculpated himſelf from any diſreſpect to the Houſe 
" Win theſe delays ; laſt Friday he was prepared, and the motion was 


7 vlponed at the requeſt of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and 

1 0 . , . 

bert importance of to-morrow's diſcuſſion would be an apology for 
e preſent delay. He intended, however, to bring on the motion 

Pes en Friday. 

bo: Tueſday, 28th February. 


ibel WY Mr. Chancellor PIT T moved the order of the day for taking 

gen- no confideration His Majeſty's meſſage. | 

He The meſſage was accordingly read by the Speaker. 

afide Mr. Chancellor PITT. Sir, I gave notice yeſterday that I 

he ould firſt move an addreſs to His Majeſty, returning him thanks 
tr his moſt gracious communication, and aſſuring him that the 


the WW Houſe would immediately proceed to take into conſideration the 

ba recommended in the meſſage to their ſerious attention. I 
id that my next motion would be for the appointment of a Select 
wy mittee to inquire into the amount of the outſtanding engage- 
ules. 


ments of the Bank, and the means they had of making good their 
ce, gements. As with reſpect to my firſt motion, for expreſſing 
ar tanks to His Majeſty, and aſſuring him of our readineſs to 

te immediate ſteps to comply with his recommendation, there can 
ly be ſuppoſed to take place any difference of opinion. I will 

u, in prefacing that motion, 


* 


detain the Houſe any longer, but 
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content myſelf with moving, That an humble addrefs be preſents 
to His Majeſty, ke. 1 | 
The queſtion being put upon the addreſs in the uſual form,! 
was carried nem. con. | | | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer then proceeded. I ſuggeſted 
that it was alſo my intention this day to ſubmit to the Houſe a mo- 
ton, That there ſhould be appointed a Select Committee to 
make ſuch inquiry into the ſtate of the Bank as might be conceived 
to be neceffary, and to collect ſuch information, with refpect to the 
cireamſtences of the time, as might be ſufficient to point out the ne- 
ceſſity of the metftre adopted by the Bank in conſequence of an 
Order of Council, and at the ſame time juſtifying the Members o 
chat Houſe in taking the proper ſteps to confirm and enforce that 
meaſute. Wich refpet to the firſt ſep to be conſidered, the ſlate 
of the Bank, that already has, in a great meaſure, been aſcertained 
by the confidence of public opinion. Of this public opinion the 
moſt unequivocal and ſatisfactory proofs have been afforded, even 
within the ſhort ſpace that has elapſed ſince the minute of Council 
has been iſſued. It has been clearly evinced that there is no doubt 
entertiiried with reſpect to the ſolidity of the Bank to anſwer all the 
demands of its creditors. At this trying period, that called for the 
exertion of the good ſenſe and the fortitude of Engliſhmen, their 
good ſenſe, and their fortitude have been diſplayed in à way equally 
creditable to themſelves, and auſpicious to the public welfare. Bit 
though there can be no heſitation with reſpect to the ſolidity of the 
Bank, undoubtedly at fo important a period, and under thoſe cri- 
tical circumſtances which now require the interference of the Hodſe, 
it is incumbent upon them to take the proper means to ſatisfy them- 
ſelves, that the meaſure which has been adopted in conſequence 0 
the opinion of Council, was occaſioned by urmvoidable emergenic), 
and had become indiſpenſably neceſſary. It is the more incumbent 
upon them do inſtitute this inquiry, and to obtain. the fulleſt convic- 
tion on this head, as it is propoſed. that Parliament ſhould now be 
called upon to confirm that opinion, and to ſanction the meaſure by 
an act of the Legiſlature. I am, indeed, confident that the reſul 
of the inveſtigation. will. be ſuch,. as not only to leave no doubt that 
the ſecurity of the Bank is as. unqueſtionable, as it is unqueſtiones, 
but will completely eſtabliſh the propriety of adding the public ſccu- 
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rity to the ſecurity and property of the Bank. Witti reſpeR to be 4 late 
amount of the outſtanding, demands on the Banks; and the meads " bre 
which they poſſeſs for diſcharging, thęir obligations, I am ſatisfied re 
that the inquiry will be compriſed in a ſhort compaſs; and that * 
from the reſult of a very ſnort inveſtigation, the advantage of the Jelty 
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meaſure already adopted will appear fo obvious, as to lay the natural 
ſbundation of every farther proceeding on the part of this Houſe. 
It is propoſed that the public ſecurity ſhould be given, not only for 
the outſtanding claims on the Bank which exiſt at the preſent mo- 
ment, but alſo for thoſe additional ifſues of paper which may be 
kemed adviſeable. There is, however, one point, which from the 
novelty and importance of the conjuncture, it is neceſſary ſhould 
te well underſtood. As to the degree of ſatisfaction proper to be 
ttained with reſpe& to the grounds of neceſſity on which the 
meaſure has been adopted, it muſt appear to every reflecting man 
that this is a ſubject of inquiry of ſo critical and delicate a nature, 
that it cannot, conſiſtently with public ſafety, be puſhed to too great 
xarticularity or minuteneſs of detail. It cannot be doubtful to any 
man acquainted with the ſubject, that it would be highly improper 
for the Committee to enter into a minute and particular inquiry into 
the preciſe ſtate of the different deſcriptions of ſpecic belonging to 
the Bank, to proceed to a diſſection of their accounts, and to ſtate 
te balance of caſh. "Theſe were circumſtances that could not be 
cloſed without great imprudence, and the riſque of permanent 
neonvenience. It muſt be evident that the inquiry ought to be 
onducted in the moſt diſcreet manner, conſiſtently with the object 
« procuring the information neceffary for the ſatisfaction of the 
Nouſe, It muſt be felt, that ſo novel a meaſure would not, in the 


keeſſity, It will be proper, then, that the buſineſs be confided to 
i cret Committee, and that they be expreſsly inſtructed by the 
flouſe not to puſh their inquiries too minutely into the particulars 
| have ſuggeſted, but to confine their inveſtigation to ſuch circum- 
ances of the general ſtate of the Bank, as may be ſufficient for 
de purpoſe in view. My object, therefore, is, to move for the 
ointment of a Committee to aſcertain the general ſtate of the 
funds and obligations of the Bank, to examine into the grounds of 
le neceſſity of the meaſure already adopted, and to ſuggeſt what far- 
he meaſures ought to be taken by Parliament in purſuance of the 
Wnute of Council. It is not for me to point out in what manner 
e Members of that Committee ought to exereiſe the important truſt 
nhded to them by the Houſe : but if it ſhould be proved by the 
dence of the Members of the Bank Direction that the extent of 
de ate demands upon the Bank, and the rapidity with which they 


kee a ſufficient fund for the public ſervice, and that their opi- 
ub m this reſpect, entirely coincide with the opinion of His 
klty's Miniſters ; a ſtrong argument will ſurely, then, be af- 
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it inſtance, have been adopted without a ſtrong conviction of its 


de drought forward, were likely to occafion ſuch a preſſure as not 
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| Fs 
forded that the meaſure, which the neceſſity of the times required on 
the part of the Executive Adminiſtration, it is incumbent on te 7 
Legiſlature to confirm and enforce. This is the only point © =! 
| which the Committee are called upon to inquire, or which it can be Ml © : 
important for them to eſtablith ; and in purſuing this object of in- 4 
veſtigation, they are by no means called to puſh their inquiries into 3 
circumſtances, the diſeloſure of which would be attended with tem. * 
porary injury to the credit of the country, and with permanent em- 4 
barraſſment to the operations of the Bank. On thoſe grounds I am - 
defirous to reſt the motion, which I ſhall now ſubmit to the Houſe, BY 
The motion is to the following effect; * That a Secret Committee . 
be appointed to aſcertain the total amount of the out- ſtanding de- - 
mands on the Bank of England, and likewiſe of the Funds for = 
diſcharging the ſame ; and mat they do alſo report their opinion of a 
the neceſſity of providing for the confirmation and continuance ci _ 
the meaſures taken in purſuance of the minute of Council on tlc _ 
26th inſtant.” as 
The motion being read, _ 
Mr. FOX roſe, and addreſſed the Houſe nearly to the following * 
ſubſtance — Sir, when I. conſider the wonderful event, which has 755 
this night been announced to the Houſe for a ſecond time; when! = 


take into review the cauſes which have led to this extraordinary 

ſituation of affairs, and the effects likely to reſult from it; I con- The 
feſs that after the pauſe which has been afforded me for delibera- 
tion, I do not at all feel more ſanguinely or more agreeably than 
1 did on the firſt mention of the ſubject. The right honourable 
gentleman has moved for the appintment of a Committee for th 
purpoſe of inquiry, to which, if it was veſted with powers ſufficiently 
ample, I certainly ſhould not object. But it might have been ex 
pected, and I for one did expect, that the Miniſter, who had con- 
ducted affairs in ſuch a manner as to call for the meaſure that has 
now been propoſed, would not have been contented to pals i 
ſlightly over the nature of the criſis ; but would have thought | 
incumbent on him at leaſt, to give ſome general ſtatement of thoſe 
circumſtances which have led to that fituation of unparalleled anc 
unprecedented embarraſſment, in which we are now placed. Let u 
conſider a little how he has proceeded, even in the firſt ſtage of the 
bufineſs. Every man, who read the Proclamation of Council 
muſt have been firuck with the reflection that this was the firſt tim 
a meaſure had been adopted by the Executive Government in thi 
country to prevent the Bank from anſwering the demands of 11 
lawful creditors. The effect of the meaſure I will not deſcribe d) 
faying that it was impaired— for that is but a weak word on ſud 
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an occaſion—T contend that it has deſtroyed the credit of the Bank. 
There is no gentleman ſo ignorant of the principles of paper credit, 
2s not to know that the whole ſource of the validity of this ſpecies 
of currency is derived from the circumſtance of its being convertible 
into gold and filver. But when we learn that Miniſters have in 


imo the preſent inſtance not merely recommendcd to the Bank to ſuſpend 
em. an payments in ſpecie, but have poſitively required them to adopt 
em. this meaſure, we in this country muſt confider ourſelves as placed in 
WF very different ſituation with reſpect to the future ſtate of paper cre- 
ule dit, If the thing itſelf was neceffary from the circumſtances of the 
dee time, ill I do not approve of the mode in which it has been car- 
de. rea into execution. If the meaſure was indiſpenſably required from 
ww I preſſing exigency of the country, and the imperious conſidera- 
" „ tion of public ſafety, an act of Parliament was ſurely the only proper 
de ug mode of effecting the purpoſe. If the plea of urgency be brought 
| the forward, and the neceſſity of adopting the meaſure without delay, 
theſe were conſiderations on which the Houſe were competent to de- 

ade, and which muſt have impelled them, as in other caſes, to loſe 
wi 10 time in carrying a bill through the different ſtages. This Houſe 
_ vas that particular branch of the Legiſlature, which it was of the 
hs moſt eſſential importance ſhould be conſulted on ſuch an occaſion. 


The negle& that has taken place in this inſtance is of the moſt 
miſchievous example, and may be attended with the moſt fatal con- 
[quences at a future period. All thoſe who have turned their at- 
tention to the paper credit of this country, muſt view with alarm 
for years and centuries to come, that the King or Executive Go- 
rernment have by the preſent meaſure claimed a power to annihilate 
by one breath all the property of the creditors of the Bank. It may 
be ſaid that ſuch a power would be equally dangerous in any branch 
of the Legiſlature. But ſurely the danger is greater from the quar- 
ter in which it has now been exerciſed. It has been found that 
wherever a power cf this nature has been confided to a Senate, or to 
Uarge body of men, it has been better preſerved, and has preſented 
fewer inſtances of abuſe, than in thoſe ſituations where the reverſe 
has been the caſe. This concluſion is ſupported by the recorded 
fads of hiſtory, and the uniform teſtimony of experience. It has 
teen proved that the ſtability of credit has always been better main- 
ined in Republics, than in thoſe Governments where it merely 
fkpended on an individual, or on a ſmall body of men. Of all 
modes then by which the object could have been effected, the mea- 
abe b lure that has actually been adopted is the moſt pernicious in its prin- 
| ble, and the moſt dangerous in its conſequences. It will not be 
ally eraſed from the memories of men, or from the annals of the 
47 3 
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country, that whatever may be the wonted theory of our Conſiity. 
tion, whatever the nominal value of our rights; whatever the 
ended ſecurity of our laws; one word from the King may have 
the effect to deſtroy one half of the property of the country. The 
Proclamation of the Council merely forbids the iſſuing of money ; 
the paper however, ſubſequently publiſhed from the Bank, removes 
all doubts with reſpe& to the nature and extent of the meaſure, 
and thanks are undoubtedly due to the Directory, for the explicit. 
neſs they have manifeſted on the occaſion. After expreſſing their 
intention to comply with the order of Council, they proceed to 
point out the objects which the meaſure has in view. They de- 
clare that they will continue their diſcounts to te merchants in 
paper, and that they will alſo pay in paper the dividend warrants, 
Gentlemen may aſcribe to affectation, when I declare that I feel 
nervous in ſtating the probable effect of this proceeding and the 
more ſo, as I obſerved that the right honourable gentleman, who has 
certainly more cauſe than myſelf to take a fearful intereſt in the ifſue 
of this tranſaction, ſeemed to experience a ſimilar feeling to ſo great 
a degree, that he was unable to uſe his ſplendid abilities to afford 
to the Houſe any fatisfaQory explanation of its objects and effect. 
What, I aſk, is the meaning of this meaſure? Though it has 
been declarcd by repeated laws, that faith is moſt ſolemnly to be 
kept with the public creditors, though you honourably declare that 
you will impoſe no tax on the intereſt they hold in the ſtocks; you 
now fo ſtrongly feel the preſſing exigencies of vour ſituation, that 
you are compelled to overlook the covenants of law, and the obli- 
gations of honour, and to apply for a reſource to the great depot 
of national wealth. But it may be ſaid that the dividends are fill 
to be paid in paper. Is there, however, any gentleman ſo ignorant 
as to conceive there is any difference between refuſing to pay the di- 


* The following is the Advertiſement frim the Bank, alluded u 
Mr. Fox 
„% BANK of ENGLAND, Feb. 27, 1797. 


& In conſequence of an Order of His Majeſty's Privy Council, pott 
fied to the BANK laſt night, a copy of which 1s hereunto annexed, the 
Governor, Deputy Governor, and Directors of the Bank of England, 
think it their duty to inform the Proprietors of Bank Stock, as well as 
the Public at large, that the general concerns of the Bank are in the moſt 
affluent and proſperous ſituation, and ſuch as to preclude every doubt - 
to the ſecurity of its Notes. The Directors mean to continue their uſva 


diſcounts for the accommodation of the Commercial Intereſt paying 
the amount in Bank Notes, aud the Dividend Warrants will be paid in 


the ſame manner. | : 
«© FRANCIS MARTIN, Secretary: 
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vidends in ſpecie, and refuſing to pay them altogether ? Are not 
the terms of the contract, That they ſhall be paid in bank notes, 
or in pounds ſterling, and current coin ef the kingdom?“ With 
what pretence can you affirm that you do not tax the income of the 
ſtock-holder, if you break the terms of the contract, and compel 
bim to take for his intereſt a compenſation of leſs value than that 
which has been ſtipulated by ſolemn engagement? Does any man 
believe that he would receive at the preſent moment in the city a 
thouſand pounds in caſh for a thouſand pounds in notes? You ad- 
to mit then that you are come to ſuch a ſtate of deſperate exigeney, 
de- that it becomes neceſſary to violate all contracts. Suppoſing that 
in the dividends were confided to Miniſters to pay the expences of the 
ts*, WM army or navy, and that they gave to the holders certain paper on 
feel Government ſecurity, would they be placed in the ſame ſituation 
the s before with reſpect to the ſtability of public credit? So far as 
has WW regarded the principle, Miniſters might as well at once confiſcate 
five their property for the uſe of the ſtate. But it has been ſaid that 
eat WI cccafions will happen, that emergencies will ariſe, which render it 
ford BW neceſſary to break through all ordinary reſtaint. Unqueſtionably 
cs. neceflity furniſhes that ſtrong argument, to which no reaſon can be 
bas oppoſed ; but it ought to be proved that the neceſſity was indeed 
moſt abſolute and ſtrictly deſigned, that the caſe of emergency was 
that WW of the moſt preſſing nature, and capable of being moſt clearly de- 
you Wl monſtrated, that ſhould be brought to juſtify the meaſure of vio- 
ating the national faith, and invading the property of the public 


bl. creditor. That Miniſter who came down and endeavoured to prove 
l-pot v the Houſe, that neceſſity had compelled him to this fatal and 
e ſtill 


nemediable act of bankruptcy, ought at leaſt to be prepared to 
orant I ſhew that the neceſſity had been occaſioned by no fault of his own, 

and that the moſt rigid ceconomy had prevailed in every department 
of Adminiſtration. No doubt there have been precedents for va- 
nous abuſes under which Miniſters ſometimes found it convenient to 
ſhelter their miſconduct ; but there was this particularity in the 
preſent eaſe, that it was entirely without any precedent in the hiſtory 
voti: I © the country. If this unheard-of calamity has then occurred for 
be firſt time during this Adminiſtration, it was incumbent on thoſe 
en * the head of affairs to ſhew that the neceſſary means of foreſight 
e mot d wiſdom have been employed to obviate the danger. Nothing 

ab this fort has been attempted ; we have only the affertion of the 
— gt honourable gentleman of the ſtrong conviction he felt of the 
＋ heceſſity of the meaſure, and it is incumbent on the Houſe to de- 
fine whether they ought to be ſatisfied, on the authority of his 
y. bar aſſertion that the danger has been fully proved, and that it 
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could by no precaution have poſſibly been prevented. If we are 
to be ſatisfied on ſuch authority, if we are to conceive an aſſertion 
a ſufficient ground of confidence, what account ſhall we be able to 
give to our conſtituents of this new diſaſter that has befallen the 
country? Amidſt all the calamitics and diſgraces of former periods, 
many of which have been ſufficiently ſevere and humiliating, we 
had ſtill one ground of confolation in the fanRity of national credit, 
Every Miniſter might ſay to Parliament, and every Member to his 
conſtituents, even at the moſt afflicting zras, © The public faith 
has been preſerved.” The inviolability of the principle ſanctioned 
its future obſervance. But now we are cven deprived of this laſt 
ſource of public conſolation, this laſt prop of national honour, 
With the feelings naturally imprefſed upon me by theſe refleGions, 
I yeſterday came down to the Houſe. I muſt own that 1 did 
not then like ſome words that fell from the Miniſter with reſpect 
to the minute of Council. A motion for inquiry is brought for- 
ward. The minute evidently threw ſome flur on the Bank, and as 
a proof that they felt ſo, the Directors immediately publiſhed a 
paper which contained an aſſurance of the affluent and proſperous 
ſituation of their affairs. Under theſe circumſtances, it was natural 
and laudable that they ſhould feel an anxiety for that inquiry, which 
was neceſſary to vindicate their own credit. Another reaſon al- 
ſigned for the inquiry is, that the public are to be called upon to 
guarantee the ſecurity of the bank notes. On the firſt ſuggeſtion, ! 
did not ſee any thing objectionable in granting this guarantee. As] 
have fince, however, altered my opinion, it may be proper for meto 
ſay a few words on the ſubje&. Every ſanction given by the pablic 
to the credit of individuals, though for a time it may be attended 
with ſome advantage, will ultimately be found to be injurious and 
deſtructive. If the credit of the Bank reſts on that footing of foll- 
dity which has been aſſerted, it is better that it ſhould ſtill remain 
on the ſame foundation. The right honourable gentleman, hov- 
ever, thinks that even with the favourable opinion which is now 
entertained by the public of the credit of the Bank, there would 
ſtill be ſome advantage derived from the guarantee of the Govem- 
ment. It is curious to hear from the right honourable gentleman 
this theory with reſpect to the advantages of guarantee. Happ 
would it have been for the country if he had not in former inſtances 
extended this ſyſtem of guarantee to foreign powers. Without Pal. 
ing any compliment to the Bank of England, I think its eredit fully 
as good as that of the Bank of Vienna. Without inſtituting 2 
particular inquiry, I think we might as ſafely guarantee its ſee 
rity, as the ſecurity of ſome German Princes, with reſpect to whom 


publ! 
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NS, 
we have no means to aſcertain either the obligations to which they 
are re liable, or the funds which they poſſeſs to diſcharge them, and 
won ear whoſe good faith we are entirely ignorant. If I think that the 
e to Committee would be empowered to go into all the eauſes which 
5 have led to this diſaſtrous ſtate of affairs, and into all the circum- 
J ſtances connected with the tranſaction, I certainly ſhould not de- 
5 fire that the inquiry ſhould be placed on a more extenſive ſcale. 
* The right honourable gentleman has, however, intimated that it is 
= wt his intention that the inquiry ſhould be conducted in this man- 
err. He has ſtated that there are ſome points of peculiar delicacy 
* connected with an inveſtigation of the ſtate of the Bank, and the 
2 diſcloſure of which would create great embarraſſment. There is 
ons, Bl diſtinction, however, to which it is material to attend. While 
= þ the credit of a corporation is entire, the public have no right to pry 


ſdeg into their ſecrets 3 nor 1s it fitting that they ſhould be made matter 
** of inveſtigation ; but when once a failure has taken place, or a ſlur 
| las been thrown upon its character, the beſt remedy for this unplea- 


id as : OY : 
** ant ſituation of its affairs, is to bring them into a ſtate of the utmoſt 
| bh * . j 

us ablieity, if, indeed, they are ſuch as can bear the teſt of a fair 
7 ſerutiny. When we hear, in the preſent inſtance, of ſome points 


ich of great delicacy, we muſt view them in compariſon with thoſe 
points of ſtill greater delicacy which attach to this ſubject: and in 
tis light what expoſure of the affairs of the Bank can poſſibly in- 
vive conſiderations of greater delicacy than a meaſure which goes to 
le extent of violating the national faith, and invading the property 
« the public creditors? The Houſe are called to decide upon the 
merits of the whole tranſadtion. To aſſiſt them in forming their 
judgement, it was neceſſary that all the concerns of the Bank ſhould 
be inveſtigated. "They ought to be enabled to pronounce how far 
tie meaſure had been dictated by motives of imperious and inevita- 
lle neceſſity : every circumſtance which had been made known to 
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how- de Chancellor of the Exchequer reſpecting the fituation of the Bank, 

- now ht alſo to be made known to the Committee; all the grounds on 
would wich he had been induced to publiſh the Proclamation of Council, 


out to be laid before them; it was only from ſuch full informa- 
won that they could be enabled correctly to judge of the guilt, inno- 
*nce, or merit of the conduct purſued on the occaſion. The nature 
a the caſe was ſuch as more immediately to demand the moſt par- 
weular inveſtigation. For though there were eight Members of the 
preſent at the Council from which the minute was iflued, 
1 32s to be remarked that the reſponſibility chiefly attached to one 
Uividuab—the Chancellor of the Exchequer. Upon the repre- 

of the Chancellor of the Exchequer of the unuſual demand 
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for ſpecie, and the danger of a ſcarcity of that article for the pur. 
poſes of the public ſervice, the meaſure was adopted. Let me hes 
of you not to imitate the blind confidence of the Lords of the 
Council, and to beſtow your approbation on the mere repreſentation 
of the neceſſity of the meaſure, but to have before you all the fads 
and arguments connected with the tranſaction, and to draw your 
concluſion from the reſult of a full and impartial inveſtigation, 
Without theſe it is impoſſible that you can fairly abſolve him from 
the imputation of the moſt groſs miſconduct. And under the pre. 
fent circumſtances I feel it to be my duty to confider the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer as having violated the law of the land, and given 
a dangerous blow to the national credit. The neceflity of the caſe ky th 
muſt, indeed, be well afcertained before his conduct can be jul. nter 
tified. It muſt be proved how far he had the means of knowin; MWiter 
the danger that threatened the public ſervice, and how far his infor. MM D 
mation was of that ſerious and alarming nature to demand ſo extra- mine 
ordinary a precaution. | nally 

After all the blunders and calamities of his former adminiſtra- eſti 
tion, after the adoption of a ſtep ſo pregnant with the moſt fatal ent! 
Miſchief, it is impoſſible that in this inſtance, conſiſtently with that ts ve 
duty which we owe to ourſelves and our conſtituents, we can repoſe ner, 
in him any confidence as having acted wiſely and beneficially, with- Ne put 
out having before us the documents upon which his conduct was {eel 
founded. If from the inſpection of theſe it appears that ſome ex- "hich 
traordinary meaſure was neceſſary for the ſafety of the country, we Fithhe 
ought alſo to be ſatisfied that this was the leaſt violent meaſure by Db 
which the object could have been effected. We ought, then, to ſtead 
review the whole ſtate of the finances, and to examine how far the e be 
Miniſter has done every thing in his power to avert the ruin by bok a 
which they are now menaced, or, on the contrary, whether he has 
not been inſtrumental, by his profuſe and impolitic meaſures, to 
bring them into that ſtate of alarming embarraſſment in which 
they are now placed. But as an anſwer to all this, we are pre- 
ſented with one ſhort ſummary criterion : the Miniſter tells us, 
that he would not have taken the meaſure without feeling the 
ſtrongeſt conviction of its neceſſity. He inſinuates that the ſame 
conviction was experienced by the Bank Directors. Of the excellent 
conduct of the Bank of England, I have not the leaſt doubt; that 
many circumſtances in that conduct are highly meritorious, [ do 
not deny; ſtill leſs ſhould I think of denying that to the excellent 
conduct of Adminiſtration, from time to time, ſince the Revolution, 
upon the ſubject of preſerving faith with the public creditor, much 
of the proſperity of this country is owing. But am I, therefore, 
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becauſe they chuſe to aſk for it, to accede to meaſures that are 
wholly without a precedent, and that without underſtanding that 
there is to be a full inquiry into all the conduct of thoſe who, in my 
4, {MW ian, have brought our affairs into their preſent condition? J, 
therefore, ſay, that if the Houſe of Commons ſhould allow this 


our 

on, Committee to be appointed, they will moſt ſcandalouſiy abandon 
0 heir duty, if they confine their inquiry to what tlie Chancellor of 
re. e Exchequer has this night ſtated. If the Comwittce ſhall in- 


lor dire into the ſtate of the outſtanding engagements of the Bank, and 
ant are their funds for providing for them, and ihall ſtop there, I 
eaſe N they will ſhamefully abandon their duty. They mult not be 
ju wntenf with any meaſure, merely becuuſe in the opinion of che Mi- 
ing aer it is right ; no, nor even upon finding that, in the opinion of 
for. Wii: Directors of the Bank, that ic is right. It is your duty to ex- 
tra. mine the grounds upon which theſe opinions are foxinced, and 
finally to form an opinion of your own. If ever there was a 

tra. auſtion in which confidence in Miniſters, of which I have fo fre- 
fatal N pently ſo much heard, ſhould be placed out of view together, it is 
that tis very caſe. If the moſt ingenious man in this Houſe, or in this 
poſe {WI"untry, was called upon to invent a caſe in hich confidence ſhould 
ich- er put out of view, this is the very cafe, which, I think, he would 
was iggeſt. Shew me a cafe in che whole hiſtory of this country in 
ex- ich it has appeared more peculiarly the duty of this Houſe to 
_ we {Withbold confidence in the King's Miniſters than that which is 
e by before you; or one, in which if you do exerciſe confidence, 


„ to {Wſ"icad of inſtituting, it can be poſſible for a Houſe of Commons 
r the v de more deſerving of the exccration of the People. Let us 
1 by {Wk at the caſe, and fee what ſort of a thing it is. Is it a caſe of 
has {Way upon peace or war? Is it a cafe of negotiation? No; it 
„ to r caſe of finance, and finance merely—a ſubje&t which at all 
hich es has belonged, and belonged almoſt excluſively, to this Houſe 
pre- a ſubject which, from its nature, is beſt conſidered in a public 
s us, embly. Next, let us examine what time, and under what cir- ' 
the ſtances, we are conſidering the ſubject? In December, 1795, 
fame e Miniſter required for the funding of the navy debt, &c. two 
lent lions, which, he ſaid, would be ſufficient to prevent the diſcount 
that m ring. It was granted. In the May following he required 
millions more. It was granted. In the December following 
lent e "<quired ſeven millions and upwards for the fame purpoſe. Can 
tion, r forget that, at each time, he ſaid, that what he required would be 
much p ſufficient for the purpoſe? Can we forget what he aſſured 
fore, pon the probable effect of the laſt loan, and on which, if report 


C truly, there are circumſtances that are highly diſcreditable to 
Ol. I, 4 
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his conjectures upon that ſubject? All theſe cireumſtances I take 
notice of, merely to ſhew that the Miniſter's conjectures, on matters 
of finance, have been ſuch as to afford us no rational hopes of 
ſeeing his future ſpeculations verified; and therefore, J ſay, that 
confidence in him muſt, on the part of this Houſe, be a blind one. 
Will the Miniſter himſelf get up this night in this Houſe and fay, 
that Adminiſtration are, on the face of things, exculpated for every 
thing that has lately happened to the financial concerns of this 
country? Will he ſay, that they have been punctual in the dif- 


charge of their duty upon that ſubject, and that it is not Owing to 8 4 
them that we are in the deplorable condition of which the queſtion N 
now before you gives to the world at large fo ſtriking, ſo lamentable A ks 
a proof? Is it not notorious that the prizes of the laſt Lottery were Dt 
delayed in payment for a conſiderable time? Has not the public 

ö ; : i demand ft 
creditor thereby ſuffered * Has not the public credit of the nation . 
been thereby diminiſhed? Have not bills on Government been ;., 5 


preſented, and have not the holders been plainly told that they mutt 
wait for a conſiderable time, and have they not been obliged fo to 
wait? Moſt unqueſtionably they have! And the reaſon aſſigne 
for all this delay in payment, has been faſhionably called, the wan 
of a ſutficient circulating medium, but which, in truth, only proved 
our inſolvency, and the inability of the Miniſter to fulfil the pro 
miſes which he ſo readily held forth. All his new ſchemes or 
finance have only contributed to bring on the evit which he has 
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; with the I 
from time to time pretended to remove. Is it nut notorious that n 
he has rejected all the advice that has been given to him from time Ae 
to time? He pretended to do away all the evils that aroſe from the e 
increaſe of our unfunded debt, evils which we all felt, and fag . 1 
which certainly a remedy was neceſſary. But what was the etfect FI * 
of his pretended remedy, and what has been the reſult of his con jc "ig 
duct fince he pretended to provide againſt the miſchief ? Why, tha trards th 
he has ſo miſcalculatcd the wants of Government, or from time 10 .... of thi 
time ſo miſtated them, that he has been obliged to provide for thi Commons 
ſum of twelve millions, after aſſuring us that no farther mon ue Kin 
would be wanted for the funding of the navy debt; and after dr en 
theſe aſſurances from time to time, that he was making ample pro e are not 
viſion, the navy bills at this very time were at a higher diſcount tha Servants of 
they were at any former period. I come now to another point theory of 
"Thc Directors of the Bank often told the Miniſter what the eff Mafical ut 
would be of his ſending ſuch vaſt ſums of money abroad. The Houſe of | 
remonſtrated againſt ſuch conduc. I will not enter upon the det iniſter o 


of the advice that was given to him at theſe times; but We 
know, and now feel the effect of his conduct; for he ſent mon | 
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broad, not only againſt the opinion, and in defiance of the remon- 
france of the Bank, but againſt the known ſpirit, and palpably 
gainſt the very letter of the Conſtitution. Such has been the con- 
duct of the Chancellor of the Exchequer; and I do ſay, we are 
ww called upon, by the duty which we owe to the public, to give 
w farther credit to that Miniſter for his ſtatements in any public 
fair of finance, the more eſpecially upon the ſubje& which is now 
before us. It is a ſubject on which this Houſe ought not to place 
onfidence in any Miniſter, becauſe it is a ſubject which we ought 
not ſcrupulouſly to examine for ourſelves. If the beſt Miniſter 
that ever managed the affairs of this country were to aſk for confi- 
&nce in ſuch a caſe as this, it would be the duty of this Houſe to 
mithhold it. If his father, in the courſe of the ſeven years war, 
chen his mcaſures led to the moſt brilliant victories, when he was 
wrered with all his glory, had come to the Houſe of Commons to 
mand ſuch confidence as the Miniſter ſeems to aſk by the ſpeech 
which introduced the motion which is now before you, I believe, 
frat notwithſtanding all the eſtcem which that illuſtrious Stateſman 
&fervedly enjoyed, that Parliament would have had virtue enough 
refuſe it to him; but he was much too wiſe, he had too much re- 
ard for the conſtitutional privileges of this Houſe, to aſk for ſuch a 
wnfidence. But what would have bcen denied to the virtue, the 
niſdom, the eloquence, the glory of that Miniſter, had he aſked it, 
now, I fear, to be given to a Miniſter who has diſgraced himſelf, 
nd ruined his country. The Houſe, if it means to have any credit 
with the People of this country, muſt not confide in any man, but 
nuſt examine public affairs, muſt control the executive power, muſt 
nſtitute an inquiry, a careful and minute inquiry, into all the cir- 
eumſtances that have led to the calamitous condition in which we 
ae now placed. We muſt take care that the man who has brought 
b into this deplorable ſtate ſhall not be permitted totally to ruin us. 
If we do not do ſo, the moſt candid manner in which we can act 
wards the public is, to declare at once that we are perſuaded the 
are of this country is grown above the cognizance of the Houſe of 
Commons, and that we chuſe to give it up entirely to the direction 
"the King's Miniſters ; in which caſe we ſhall plead guilty to all 
tie charges that have been exhibited out of doors againſt us ; that 
Kare not the Repreſentatives of the People of England, but the 
*rvants of the Miniſter of the Crown ; that it is true, indeed, the 
llevry of the Conſtitution of England is beautiful, but that its 
Miftical utility is at an end, as far as regards the functions of the 
Houſe of Commons, for that now they implicitly commit to the 
Minifter of the Crown all control over ſubjects of finance. Let 
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me 3k, if this will and muſt not be the inevitable concluſion of the pendent - 
People of this covntry, if you do not enter upon a full inquiry upon Ml ve are t 
this ſubject? Let me aſk, if this be not a caſe for inquiry, what MW nele wh 
caſe can poſſibly be called fo? Let me aſk, what caſe can be more ¶ towards 
violent, and leſs warrantable by law, than the preſent ? Let me aſk, MW 27th of 
if ever ſinee the Revclution there was propoſed a meaſure more Ml n act w 
fraught with danger to ihe credit of this country? Let me aſk, if WM ation © 
any Ninitter ever exiſted who had leſs claim to confidence, and money b 
whoſe conduct called more for the jealouſy of this Houſe than the Wl the publ 
preſent Miniſter? If, after you have turned theſe queſtions in WM ment of 
your minds, and have agreed, as I know you do, what anſwer ought Will an. 
to be given to them all, you {till confide in the preſent Miniſter, I pear tha 
will then ſay vou will deſerve every thing that has been faid of the ca 
againſt you, for you will, indeed, be a Houſe of Commons that I nicaily | 
has ſurrendered all its functions to the will of the Miniſter of the ¶ » huma 
Crown. | no ma 
There has been a cuſtom, I confeſs a very laudable one, to ſpea be. If 
well of the navy. It certainly is a ſervice to which the people of d, tha 
this country are prodigiouſiy indebted, and we cannot have too much WI that is n 
tenderneſs for the character of our naval officers, and yet we find WI matter ; 
it to be the uniform pratice of this country to call to a court mar- ¶ ind they 
tial every officer who has been unſucceſsful to a certain extent, hut if it 
however meritoridus iis conduct may have been. Now let me atk, Wi without 
if this be the caſe with regard to our favourite ſervice, what ſhould WW public th 
be the conduct of this ilouſe when the Minifter of the Crown BW world. 
openly and confeſſed!y has been guilty of miſmanagement in an 1 vill ſp 
alarming degree? What ſhould be the conduct of this Houſe WF whole of 
when a Minittcr iſſucs a proclamation in the name of the Privy Wi then, to 
Council to diſizoy the public eredit of this country * Let me atk Wil terate th 


what ſhould re the conduct of a Houſe of Commons towards him Bl mavoida 
who is at let prima , a culprit before them and the public ' d Com 
Who is coirainly in the ſituation of an accuſed perſon ? I think be an 


it is not diff to anſwer theſe queſtions, If there are any who 
hear me who t':\nk that I ſay this from perſonal rivalſhip, they are 
welcome to charge me with it; but they do not know my nature; 
thoſe who do, will bring no ſuch charge againſt me. If, however, 
to charge a criminal Miniſter, in order that an inquiry may be made 
into his conduct, be a crime, then I ſhall be content to be called a 
great criminal. Let me aſk, What is the credit of this nation, if 
a proclamation, dictated by a Miniſter, is to ſet afide the proviſions 
of ſolemn acts of Parliament? Long, long experience has taught 
us, or ſhould have taught us, that punRuality and good faith * 
the foundations of eredit; that credit can have no exiſtence inde» 


under an 
Miniſter 
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pendent of good faith. It has been faid, more than once, that 
we are to truſt to providence in our affairs. It would be a mi- 
mele which I have never yet heard that providence has preformed 
towards man to give credit to thoſe whe have no faith. On the 
27th of February, 1797, for the firſt time ſince the Revolution, 
m act was done in the King's name which has ſtruck at the foun- 
dation of the public credit of the country, by ſeizing the public 
money belonging to individuals, depoſited in the public treaſury of 
the public creditor ; and afterwards withholding and refuting pay- 
ment of that money. What can now reitore the public credit ? 
Will any man ſay he knows the remedy for this? If it ſhall ap- 
pear that Miniſters have acted prudently, according to the preſſure 
of the caſe ; that they acted wiſely ; that they have ated crcono- 
micaliy ; that they looked forward to all the conſequences, as far 
xs human prudence could foreſee then I am willing to allow there 
no man can blame them, however calanytous our condition may 
de. If they can ſhew, contrary to the prima facie evidence of the 
cafe, that they have not been to blame, they muit be abſolved ; but 
tat is no reaſon why we ſhould not have a full inquiry into the 
matter; on the contrary, it is a very ſtrong reaſon for ſuch inquiry 
ind they "themſelves are deeply intereſted in having it initcuted, 
But if it ſhould appcar that this criſis has not been brought on 
without guilt on their part, it muſt be abſolutely for the credit of the 
public that the truth of the matter ſhould be made manifeit to the 
world, If you ſhun this inquiry, what will be the conſequence ? 
| will ſuppoſe for a moment, for the ſake of the argument, chat ti e 
vhole of this meaſurc is the reſult of inevitable neceſſity. I wiſh, 
then, to know what the, public creditor is to think * He will deli- 
berate thus: That although in the year 1797 the Miniiter ſuck 
uavoidabiy at the public credit, yet what happened in the Huuſe 
Commons? That in purſuance of a full inquiry it was found 
o be an act of inevitable neceſſity, and could not have happened 
inder any other plea? No; it paſted upon the afferticn of the 
Miniſter that it was an act of neceſſity, and there was no inguiry z 
derefore ſome future Miniſter may be wicked, although the preſent 
de is virtuous, and may take this as a precedent, and call that an 
evitable neceſſity, which, in truth, will be only an act of conve- 
ince to him, and under that prext appropriate the property of the 
Mlic creditor to the uſe of Government; fo that without a full 
nqiry into this matter, you can never reſtore confidence to the 
pube ereditor. On the other hand, if this is the reſult of the 
niſeaduct of the Miniſter, you ſhould declare it to be fo, and 
7 hipuniſhment of the delinqucat ſhew the public yuu take care 
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of their affairs. Theſe are the only two ways in which you can re- 
ſtore the confidence of the public creditor. 

Let us now ſee what has been the conduct of the preſent Miniſter 
in the courſe of this war upon the ſubject of finance. Have any 
three months paſſed in which he has not produced ſome new expe. 
dient ? And have they not every one of them, without a ſingle ex- 
ception, proved erroneous? But this, compared to other things, 
is, comparatively, nothing. Good God, Sir, let us look at the ſitu- 
ation of this country! Year after year he has been amuſing us 
with his ideas of the finances of France - now on the verge, now in 
the gulph of bankruptey— what computations upon their aſſigns 
and their mandats, They could not poſſibly continue all pcrtcdly 
true; but the misfortune is, that while he was thus ami*g us, he 
has led us to the very fame verge, aye, into the very ſame wlph ; 
while he thus declaimed againſt the finances of France, and pre- 
dicted truly as to the ifſye of thoſe expedients, he fell miivratly 
ſhort of his concluſion Mat theſe conſiderations would put an -n ! + 
the energy of the French. Their raſh expats have not put aa 
end to their energy; and, perhaps, theſe raft: cxpedicnts will not 
make us a prey to a forci'n invader. But are we to follow their 
expecients on that account? By no means - e ars not in the ſame 
relative ficuation with regard to the reſt of the world. We depend 
more upon our commercial credit than they can do; the Miniſter 
has conducted the war upon the hope, that we ſhould be able to de- 
feat the French by a conteſt of finance; and you now ſce the ex- 
pedients to which we are driven, by which we have deſtroyed the 
whole of our paper credit. I am aware that I may be anſwered, 
that I propoſe my panacea; an inquiry—I plead guilty to that 
charge-—but my panacea has never been tried ; the Miniſter's op- 
poſition to it has been tried repeatedly ; namely, contidence in him. 
The public have ſeen the effect of that oppoſition ; all I aſk is, that 
my remedy may be tried; it can never be worſe than his. We have 
for a long time had a confiding Houſe ot Commons; I want now 
an inquiring Houſe of Commons; I ſay, that with a diligent, 
inquiring Houſe of Commons, even although it ſhould be an indit 
ferent one with regard to talents, and with a Miniſter of very ord? 
nary capacity, we ſhall be able to do more for the ſervice of i 
people of this country, than an Houſe of Commons compoſed of ft 
beſt talents that ever adorned any Senate, and a Miniſter of the 1 
abilities would be able to, if that Houſe ſhould implicitly confie i 
that Miniſter. If, therefore, I have, in an uniform tone, calld fo 
inquiry, and the Houſe has been as perſevering, as certally l 
hitherto has in confiding, it is not wonderful that we arein 9 
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rreſent condition. I fay, that without inquiry into the cauſe of our 
calamities, the public neither will, nor ought to be ſatisfied. I fay 
further, that the Houſe ought, for the ſike of its credit with the 
public, to enter into a full inquiry upon this matter, for the autho- 
rity of an inquiring is much greater than that of a confiding Houſe 
of Commons. 

In the courſe of what I have ſaid I have abſtained from much 
obſervation upon what I think will be the effect of the meaſure 
that is now before us. I think that in many parts of the mea- 
ſure it is impoſſible to conceive any thing that will be more miſ- 
cievous to this country. I cannot put any thing in competition 
ith the danger of refuſing to pay the public creditor ; the breach 
of faith is to me more alarming than any thing that I have been 
able to preſent to my mind. © The exigeney of the public ſer- 
vice” is the phraſe which is made uſe of. I am ready, however, 
w allow that I have altered my opinion fince yeſterday upon part of 
this ſubject, and I now declare, that I do not think any other mea- 
ſure ſo dangerous as this appears to be. It may be ſaid that pay- 
ing the army in depreciated paper would be a great and dan- 
gerous evil. I am ready to admit it would be a great and a dan- 
gerous evil; but I think upon mature reflection, that that evil, 
great as it would be, would not be equal to this, becauſe the effect 
o it is not likely to be ſo laſting. I think that by this meaſure we 
ſhall be on the very verge, aye, even in the gulph of ruin. I did 
not think that, even under the meaſures of the preſent Adminiftra- 
ton, our total ruin was become ſo near. It is our duty, if poftible, 
v retrieve our affairs; but if you perſiſt in confiding in the Mi- 
niſter, our ruin is inevitable. 

Mr. HOBHOUSE ſaid, that when information was received 
tat this meaſure was to be adopted, all the bankers were ſtruck 
with conſternation. They did not know whether they would be 
adle to keep open their ſhops. He trembled for the conſequences. 
Bank paper muſt neceffarily fall into diſcredit. He really feared 
u would fall into as low a condition as even ae and mandats. 
All the aſſurances of the Chancellor of the Exchequer would 
derer beat down this plain dictate of common ſenſe, that by his 
eonduct the Bank had been compelled to commit an act of inſol- 
"cy, by refuſing ſpecie for its paper. 

It was the duty of the Houſe not to rely upon the aſſurances of 
de right honourable gentleman, that the Bank was capable of fulfil- 
ng its engagements, but inveſtigate the cauſes of its inefficiency to 
Wply the demands upon it, before it undertook to guarantee its 
Fyments, At preſent its cauſes were enveloped in darkneſs, and 
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they had ſcarcely any better idea of the neceſſity of the meaſures 
recommended, than that the people were in dread of an invaſion, 
and had buried their money in the earth. He ſuſpeQed, however, 
that more money had been buried in Germany than in the ground, 
and believed that to be the true and principal cauſe of the em- 
barraſſment. 

It appeared to him that the appointment of a Committee, ſuch 
as the Chancellor of the Exchequer had moved for, would anſwer 
no good purpoſe without a full and complete inquiry into all the 
circumitances that have led us to this dreadful ſituation. Such a 
Committee as was here propoſed, he was perſuaded would be nuga- 
tory, and therefore this propoſition ſhould have his negative. 

Mr. MARTIN faid, that on a ſubject of ſo much delicacy as 
this was, he did not wiſh to trouble the Houſe with many obſcrva- 
tions. He could not help. however, taking notice that the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer had propoſed an inquiry, which in its nature 
mult be a partial one. Now a ſuperficial or partial inquiry into 
a queſtion of accounts, for ſo this was, appeared to him to be an 
abſurdity upon the face of it, and therefore he could not vote for it. 
He was ready, however, to agree to any meaſure that appeared to 
him to have a rational tendency to ſupport public credit. 

Sir JOHN SINCLAIR ſaid, that the only way which appeared 
to him to be rational in judging what ot,;ht to be done in future, 
was to look at what had been done in {-.-1er times, for which pur- 
poſe he ſhould deſire an entry on the Journals to be read before he 
preſumed to trouble the Houſe with any opinion upon it. The 
caſe which he referred to, was the plan adopted by Parliament for 
reſtoring public credit in 1696, when the Bank ſtruggled under 
fimilar embarrafiments. Sir Charles Montague was the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer at that period, and author of the plan ol re- 
lief; and under his prompt and vigorous d'rection, the affairs of 
the Bank quickly regained their former ſtability, A Committe was 
at that time appointed to inſpect the accounts of the Bank, the 
number and extent of its outſlanding engage: ents, the amount and 
value of its ſecuritics, the cauſts of its embarraſſments, and the 
moſt ſpeedy and effedual meaſures to ſurmount them. Sir Jubn 
Bowles brought up the Report of the Committee, wii. publicly ce. 
tailed the various debit and credit accounts, by which it was e 
dent that the Bank was in poſſeſſion of more than ſufficient pro- 
perty to juſtify every demand, provided the temporary preſſure for 
caſh could be obviated. In conſequence of the good effects of tis 
precedent, Sir John Sinclair could not help agreeing with the right 
honourable gentleman near him (Mr. Fox), that it would be prof 
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to purſue the ſteps of that Committee, by inquiring not only into 
the amount of the outſtanding engagements of the Bank, but into 
the amount of the property alſo, and making a public report thereof. 
Having the advantage of the precedent which he referred to, which 
from his ſilenee he ſuſpected his right honourable friend (Mr. Pitt) 
hd not, he felt the neceſſity of extending the meaſure of inquiry. 
We mould know all the circumſtances that led to that calamity 
which we now feel. IHz hoped we ſhou!d not adopt any meaſure 
br which the character and proſperity of this country ſhould be in— 
ured. There was a confideration that appeared to him to be of 
neat importance to our welfare, namely, that the people of this 
wuntry mould be well atiured of the pure ſpirit and independence 
of their repreſcntatives in Parliament. He was confident that this 
ject had no: hitherto been viewed in that important manner to 
which it was entitled. He had learnt from the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, that it was the intention of Government that the notes 
of the Bank of England ſhould be received from individuals to the 
piblic 3; upon which there was one obſervation which appeared to 
lim to be extremely neceſſary. Wuile the notes of the Bank eon- 
inue in credit, they may be received by the public from the indi- 
ndual, and the revenue will not ſuifer ; but if they ſhould fall in 
credit, the revenue muſt neceſſarily be diminithed ; and the loſs in 
lat reſpect will be a loſs to the public in the moſt ſerious way, 
keauſe it will be ſo much diminution to the revenue. The next 
pint to be conſidered was, Whether bank notes were to be conſi- 
kred as a legal tender from the public to the individual? He was 
rally forry to ſay, as one who had paid ſome attention to Finance, 
t unleſs this was enacted by law, it would be impoſlible to 
ce on public affairs, for there was not ſpecie enough in this 
wuntry to pay all the public creditors ; therefore, bank notes muſt 

Þ out of the Exchequer in aid of, the ſpecie, chere being not enough 
ie pay all the public creditors. The next point of view was, 
Whether bank notes ſhould be conſidered as legal tender from one 
ndividual to another. Unleſs they were ſo, he was perſuaded that 
ie half of the public might be ſent to jail for debt, and the other 
lf would afterwards, become bankrupts. The moſt important 
pht in which theſe things ſhould be conſidered altogether was, 
le effect which the whole would have on foreigners. What in- 
bende would be upon every foreign commercial tranſaction, it 
Wd be impoſſible to calculate. It would alter the price of every 
mmodicy purchaſed of foreigners abroad; it would affect the value 
every article exported to toreigners from home; it would ſhake 
if credit of Great Britain in the fartheſtpa rts of Ruſſia, and bs 
Vox. I. 4R 
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felt in the remoteſt corners of the earth. It would vary the courſe 
of exchange in every mereantile tranſaction, and produce ap affe 
which the utmoſt prudence, wiſdom, and economy could not be able 
to retrieve for centuries to come. Unhappily, he feared, that (ad 
impreſſion had already been made, and our endeavours to efface jt 
were applicd too late. He lamented that carlier mcaſures had not 
been taken to prevent it, eſpecially fince the danger had been long 
foreſeen; but he had the conſciouſneſs of having waſhed his hands 
of it. He had done his duty, which, though a vain performance, 
gave him conſolation, and he could do no more ; for he held in 
his hand the copy of a letter which he had written to the Director 
of the Bank ſo long ago as the 1 5th of September, 1795, wherein 
fuch meaſures were propoſed as probably would have prevented the 
fad compulſion they were now reduced to. This letter ſupgeſted 
the propriety of iſſuing bank notes of 2 and Zl. value as well as 
notes for larger ſums, that ſhould not be immediately converted to 
ſpecie. Since, however, the Directors did not chooſe to adopt any 
meaſures on that plan, and were now unfortunately driven to 
worſe alternative, he hoped and truſted that if a Committee be ap- 
pointed, it would conſiſt of able and independant men, and not cf 
perſons who from their prejudices, habits, or connections, would 
with cither to ſupport or oppoſe the preſent Adminiſtration. That 
in their report they would ſtate the ſubject with truth and juſtice 
He truſted alſo, that under proper management, we might {till bt 
able to extricate ourſelves from our preſent difficulties. 
Mr. W. SMITH declarcd, that lie had confiderable heſitatio 
with regard to the propriety of thE meaſure now propoſed to b 
adopted. He had heard the idea ſtarted of making bank notes 
legal tender in all payments whatſoever ; but this, he thought, va 
a ſtep that could be no ways warranted by fo ſuperficial an inqu 
as that which was now propoſed. It appeared to him that the orde 
of Council to the Bank Directors was, in fact, a direct injury tf 
the Proprictors of the Bank of England. He had not heard th 
this order had been iflued in conſequence of any petition from t 
Directors or Proprietors, requeſting the interference of the Legiſa 
ture to make them bankrupts, and then to cxonerate them from 3 
claims for having ſo done; and yet, without any application on thi 
behalf, this injury had, in fact, been done them by the order ( 
Council. It might be inquired, how it came to paſs that the! 
ſpectable body of the Directors did not, in the firſt inſtance, FF 
ſuch a meaſure when brought forward? For his own pan, 
ſhould not wonder if the Proprietors at large were to demand 
the Directors how they came to conſent to ſuch a mcaſure. A 
what, he ſhould aſk, are the fubſequent meaſures now p 
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Firſt, the expoſure of the whole concerns of the Bank of England 
to a ſelect Committee of the Houſe of Commons, and, through 
them, to the Parliament, and the public at large; and all this 
without the requeſt of the Directors of the Bank. Then with re- 
gerd to the ſuggeſtion of holding forth a guarantee of the country 
u large, to an unlimited amount, Mr. Smith ſaid, he apprehended 
that Parliament had no power to do this. Another injury which, 
he conceived, the Corporation of the Bank ſuſtained was, that kind 
of compulſory partnerſhip attempted betwixt the Governor on one 
hand, which he ſhould conſider as in part inſolvent, and a flouriſh- 
ing company on the other, by whoſe credit the former wiſhed to 
bolſter up their own, Such a partnerſhip amongſt individuals 
was what neither he nor any man would with to have to do with; 
t was that of a man who would firit compel him to be a bankrupt, 
and then demand a controul over his concerns. In what light, he 
would aſk, would ſuch conduct be confidered berwixt man and 

an? would it not firſt create diſguſt, and then, if practicable, 
rlitance ? If there were no reſiſtance to His Majeſty's Miniſters 
on the part of the Bank of England, to what was it to be attri- 
buted? Firſt, he confidered it to be owing to the overgrown in- 
fvence of Government in all pecuniary concerns whatever. It 
was alſo eaſy to aſſign an additional reaſun why no remonſtrances 
nere preſented upon this occaſion. Every one knew the difficulty 
in which the whole commercial world had been involved, and that 
tie want of a circulating medium had only been remedied by the 
beral diſcounts of the Bank of England. In oppoſing a meaſure 
of this nature, no commercial man of reſpectable connections in 
London could ſtep forward without being conſidered as a marked 
character, and drawing upon himſelf a degree of odium. Mr. 
ith declared, that the motion of the right honourable gentleman 
peared to him to be nugatory and illuſive. For his own part, 
le would much ſooner take the word of the Directors themſelves, 
ripecting the preſent ſtate of their affairs, than any partial re- 
port of the Committee of the Houſe of Commons. 

Lord WYCOMBE ſaid, it was with very deep concern he re- 
eQed that the greater part of the ſpeeches he had heard upon this 
lubject would have no better effect out of doors than the meaſure 
Wich was before them. Much as the Crown had loſt in conteſt with 
ſueign enemies, it had gained and triumphed over the rights and 
literties, and facrificed the intereſts of its Britiſh ſubjects. The 
Houſe had proceeded upon every thing juſt as the Miniſter had 
Uicught fit to propoſe for ſome time. In their proceedings for the laſt 
four years, and more particularly of the laſt two, they had been 
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quite unmindful of the public rights and privileges of the people, 
They had availed themſelves of the public torpor, and the public 
ignorance, to deprive them of their deareſt rights. They had in 
their inquifitorial functions over the exccutive power been fo indolent, 
encroachment upon popular rights fo active, that the poor were ſo 
taxed and ſhackled, as to have nothing left that was worth regard- 
ing; and the rich were only waiting for an opportunity to fee peace 
reſtored, in order that they might ſeek their enjoyments in another 
country. Of the preſent Parliament it became him to ſay nothing, 
He ſhould not have troubled the Houſe with one word on this oc- 
caſion, if he were not convinced of the neeeflity of ſomething be- 
ing done from a recent inftance of what had happened. He was 
alarmed indeed at the conſequence to which this meaſurc was lead. 
ing us. He had long thought very unfavourably of the affairs of 
this country; but he did not think that fo very ſoon after the con- 
eluſion of a treaty of negotiation, which was not a trial for peace, 
but a trial of ſkill betueen the parties, where the only pint in 
diſpute was, which of the parties ſhould furniſh the beſt apolegy 
for the continuance of the war; he could not think, he (41d, that 
Miniſters would fo ſoon have brought on the ruin of this county, 

He ſhould hardly have thought that Minifters would have in- 
ſiſted on Belgium, at the fire qua nan of peace, and that the publie 
credit of this country was to be the price of their obſtinaey in this 
particular. The meaſure now before the Houſe might" be juſtifabls, 
becauſe it might be indiſpenſable on other grounds, but he could 
not help regretting tlie dais and ſiniſten manner in which the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer had brought it forward. It was not 
fit that the public ſhould be kept in ſuſpence. It would ill become 
the Houſe to take ſieps in the dark. If he had reaſon to believe 
that the ſuſpenſion of payment enjoined by the Privy Council vas 
neceſſary for public purpoſes, and he had reaſon to believe it was 
intended to purſue this ſtep w remove a public preſſure at home, 
he ſhould have no objection to accede to it, but as he was inclined 
to fear, from various circumſtances, from the ſcandalous treaty witl 
the Landgrave of Heſſe Darmſtadt, that all this was intended 
merely to cover a deſign of ſending money to the continent to carty 
on the war, he was bound in duty to give it his negative, If be 
thought that any thing, by way vt relieving this country, ws ſe- 
riouſly intended by it, he ſhould, to make it in his opinion effectual, 
move an amendment upon it; but as he thought it bad ab mit, he 
muſt oppoſe it. The Houſe ſhould reflect on the evils which ſuch 
a meaſure as this would not fail to produce. It would lefſen the 
value of paper currency of the kingdom. He had ſeen the mise 
which that had produced in other parts of the world, by aug 
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moſt rapidly the price of all proviſions, and bringing on a train of 
miſery with which that Houſe was unacquainted. 

Mr. POLLEN rofe, and ſpoke to this effect: 

« Mr. Speaker, I do not make any apology to the Houfe for 
engaging their attention at this important moment, ſince, becauſe it 
is important, I feel that every man ſhould utter the ideas which 
occur © him. A right honourable gentleman has drawn a com- 
pariſon between the glorious period of Lord Chatham's Adminiſtra- 
tion and the preſent embarraſſed and gleomy circumſtances of his 
ſon's miniſtry ; and he has ſaid, that even to that Lord Chatham 
he would not have given his confidence without particular inquiry 
into his conduct and meaſures. Now, Sir, I confeſs that my idea 
of confidence differ from that of the right honourable Member, 2nd 
that when able deſigns in theory and uniform ſucc-{s in practice go 
hand in hand, you can have no cauſe for ſuſpieion, and therefore nine 
for inquiry. But, Sir, when I look ar the preſent Nate of this 
country ; when I behold the public curioſity awakened into an 
order to graſp the cauſe of its ditheultics, and to diſeuv er whence it 
ariſes that Great Britain, once ſo powerful at fea, once fo rich in 
manufactures, once ſo abounding in wealth, ſhould now be inſulted 
in its navy, ſinking in its trade, and diſhonoured in its credit; I 
ſay, Sir, an inquiry ſhould be made, and a molt accurate inquiry 


WHT fo, or I very much fear the conſequences of public diſſatisfadtion 
n ignorance which may be removed. Few cireumſtances could 
| WT diitreſs me more than to believe, that His Majeſty's Miniſters, 
: whoſe abilities I have been accuſtomed to admire, and integrity to 
revere, ſhoutd be found culpable in the diſcharge of their duty. 
0 Indeed, Sir, I do not believe it; and a iu, account, therefore, I 
0 am more anxious tnat the inquiry ſhould take place, nct doubting 
5 that they will not be found wanting in the balance: if they are, I 
5 


ſhall certainly remove with as much determination as I have given 
them my ſupport ; and on theſe grounds I think myſelf bound to 
vote for the amendment.” 

Mr. CHARLES YORKE was doubtful whether or not he 
ſhould vote for an unlimited inquiry. Le apprehended that ſuch 
an inquiry muſt in its nature be tedious ; and delay, under the pre- 
ſat urgency of circumſtances, might have the moſt fatal conſe- 
quences. No time was, therefore, to be loſt ; but if the Com- 
mittee required farther powers, farther powers might be granted, 
Wien the neceſſity of them ſhould appear. He would refrain from 
ay oppoſition that might obſtruct and retard a ſpeedy report. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE BIRD ſaid, that as ſoon as he heard 
of the order of the Privy Council, he was filled with alarm for the 
ltuation of manufacturers, and inſtantly waited on the Bank Di- 
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FxB, 24 
rectors, in the anxious hope that ſome reſerve had been made in fa. tate of 
vour of that uſeful and induſtrious deſcription of men. But much lent 
to his concern, he found that no ſuch reſerve had been made. He = 
had the honour to repreſent a manufacturing town; and he had in- lem, 
ſtructions from his conſtituents to inquire what method would be the mo 


recommended to enable them to carry on their buſineſs, and to 
an{wer the many demands to which it naturally expoſed them. He 
did not intend to put any triſting or unneceſſary queſtion, with a 
view to embarraſs Miniſters, but in the deſire to obviate the di. 
cultics in which manufacturers mult be involved, and, by a timely 
removal of them, to promote and ſecure the peace and tranquizlity 
of the country. And, indeed, no method ſhould be left unticd, 
that could tend to compoſe the public mind, wich was conſiderably 
agitated by the preſent aſpect of affairs. He truſted little, or not at 
all, to any financial ſkill of his own ; but he relied much on what 
had fallen from an honourable Baronet (Sir John Sinclair), whoſe 
deep information in this and every other branch of uſeful know- 
ledge, was generally and deſcrvedly acknowledged ; our ſyſtem of 
finance, the worthy Baronet conceived, might be materially cor- 
reed and improved, and with a view to that improvement he 
would vote for the general inquiry, unleſs ſome convincing reaſons 
were brought forward to induce him to alter his opinion. A ru- 
mour had gone abroad, that it was the intention of the Bank to iſſue 
ſmall notes, of one and two guineas each, and he was exccedingly 
ſolieitous to know if the rumour had any foundation, as ſuch an cx- 
pedient, if put in practice, would conſiderably quiet the alarm that 
prevailed in manufaQuring towns, and enable manufacturers to an- 
ſwer the many claims that are continually made on them. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that the urgency of providing for 
the neceſſity of ſmall payments, had ſuggeſted the idea of doing 
ſomething with this view. The Bank, therefore, in contemplation 
of the proclamation, had intended to iflue ſmall notes, and he 
hoped this might be done in a few days. It was not, however, 
quite clear whether, by law, any notes below 51. could be iſſued. 
This appeared fo ſimple a point, that he was convinced the Houſe 
would be of opinion that this circumſtance ought, as little as poſſible, 
to delay the convenience wanted. It was therefore his intention, 
before the Houſe ſeparated, to move for leave to bring in a bill, 
which might be carried through very quickly, to enable the Bankto 
iſſue notes below 51. value. ZE 

Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY ſaid, that the order of Council 
which Miniſters had thought proper to iſſue, had given riſe to juſt 
alarm. Ile gave them credit, however, for having fo ſpeedily li 
before the Houſe a meaſure of this importance. He conſidered tit 
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ſtate of the country as in reality no worſe in conſequenze of the 
preſent ſtep, provided wiſe meaſures were taken upon it. The 
ſoppage of payment in caſh was not to be held as a permanent 
ſtem, but merely as the alternative adopted under the preſſure of 
the moment. The motives, however, aſſigned by the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, did not ſatisfy him that it was to be only for a 
limited time. Indeed it was impoſſible to think of it as a meaſure 
to be continued. There was, indeed, a great difference between 
the meaſure itſelf and the continuance of it. In the year 1793 
the Neweaſtle banks had declared as now, that they muſt ſtop the 
payment of their notes in caſh, under the preſſure of a temporary 
ſeareity; but they ſoon obtained the neceffary ſupply, and went on 
gain as before. This would happen in the preſent inſtance, for 
the Bank Directors were known to be reſponſible. Such was the 
caſe of the Bank, and ſuch would be the event if wiſe meaſures 
were taken to ſupply the demand. It was notorious to every bo 
that the Bank had not always beſide them the cafh for all the notes 
they iſſued; for if they had, why iſſue notes at all? it could ſerve 
no purpoſe. The Bank merely kept what was conceived to be 
nece{ſary. They had value, however, in good bills, or otherwiſe, 
for all the notes they itfued, and money was within their reach. It 
was impoſſible, however, that when an extraordinary run, ariting 
from any particular circumſtances, came upon them at once, that 
they could immediately anſwer it, but they would, doubtleſs, be 
able to anſwer all demands. This ought to be fully known, and 
to be properly conſidered. Still, however, the cauſes which had 
contributed to place the Bank in this ſituation ought to be aſcer- 
tained, Such a meaſure as that adopted by Adminiſtration might 
do no harm for once; but if ſuch a caſe again occurred, it would 
De ro joke. It was therefore highly neceſſary to inquire into the 
| cauſes, and in future they might be prevented. The plan of the 
| inquiry propoſed by the Chancellor of the Exchequer was not 
enough. Partial reports from the Committee would not be ſuf- 
| feient. To prevent the fame dilemma from recurring was the 
great point. He was convinced, and he did not ſay it vaguely, 
that there were means to prevent it. But the cauſes ought to be 
fully known. He did not think the cauſe of ſuch a kind as ought 
ot to be divulged. No miſchief could ariſe from a full inveſtiga- 
ton, The meaſure of refuſing the payments in caſh muſt be for a 
ſhort time, or the conſequences would be fatal. In France, on 
«Count of an occaſional preſſure, the bankers joined in application 
ith the caiſſe d'eſcompte, that they might not be obliged to pay 
their notes in caſh, which gave a blow to their paper money, which 
{never recovered, This meaſure was merly calculated for the 
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emergency of the occaſion. It was certain that the eountry could 
not ſtand if the credit of the Bank was thaken ; it was therefore ne. 
ceſſary to protect its ſtability, and by a full inquiry into the cauſes 
which had led to this fituation, to guard againit the danger of its 
again recurring. With regard to the cauſe, he thought he knew 
where it lay ; but he ſhould fay a few words with regard to the 
exportation of ſpecie and- bullion to the Emperor. In faQ, the 
exiſtence of paper money made the exportation of fpecie neceffary, 
What was thus put out of circulation muſt go ſoriewhere. It was 
impoſſible to prevent the exportaion of ſpecie and bullion. Spain 
and Portugal were inſtances ; and if the prohibition were complied 
with, they would feel its bad effects. Induſtry, agriculture, manu— 
factures, were the true riches of a country, and would always com- 
mand a ſufficient ſupply of the precious metals. | 

Mr. HUSSEY ſaid, that the honourable Baronet had made 
ſeveral obſervations about the caſh Kept by the Bank, and the con- 
ſequences of exportation; but would the honourable Baronet ſay, 
that the advances made to the Emperor would return in two months 
to ſupply the demand for caſh which might come upon the Bank! 
But, in fact, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and not the Bank 
themſelves, had occafioned the meaſure of ſtopping their payments 
in caſh, It was the Chancellor of the Exchequer who impoſed 
upon them this fatal order. Let him pay to them all the money 
they had advanced, and then the difhculty would ceaſe. The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer had, in fact, laid his rapacious hands 
(he was not fond of harſh epithets, but it was juſtified by the truth) 
upon the ſums deſtined for tac payment of the public creditor. He 
knew that the public creditors had been refuſed their juſt demands. 
He had witneſſed the truth of this woeful circumſtances himſclf. 
He had been told by a perſon who had applicd for payment, that 
in payment of a ſum of 231. three pounds in caſh had been 
offered, and the reſt only in notes. Such a melancholy day as this 
for England he had hoped never to live to ſee. Let the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer pay the ten millions Government owed the 
Bank, and then it would be able to fulfil all its engagements. It 
was not that the Bank was unable to ſatisſy irs creditors, but it ws 
the continued demand of money to feed the cxpences of this ruinous 
and diſaſtrous war, which rendered it unjuſt to thoſe who depended 
upon its credit. It was not the Bank, but the Miniſter who had 
adopted this meaſure, in order that he might be ſupplied with money, 
which he ſquandered for the ruin, not for the advantage of hö 
country. Taxes'were eſtabliſhed for the payment of the public 
creditor ; but what were thoſe to think who were called upon to pa 
in ſpecie, when they knew that the public creditor was to be paid 
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not in money, but in paper. It was idle in the extreme; it was 
deluding the people to talk of a Committee ſuch as that propoſed, 
This was mere mockery. Inſtead of ſuch idle ſtuff as this, let the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer raiſe money, and pay off the ten mil- 
lions due to the Bank, and then every thing would go ſmoothly :; 

this was the proper way to act with effect. Paper money, when 
reed as payment, muſt neceſſarily be depreciated. The country 


the State, and he himſelf had been one of thoſe ſimpletons who 
eme forward on the occaſion. Let ten millions be again raiſed in 
the ſame manner to diſcharge the arrears due to the Bank, and every 
thing would reſume its uſual courſe. The Bank hd cnough to 
ſatisfy all demands, if thoſe on whom it had made advances, 
that is, the Government, were to pay what they have contracted. 
Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that he had been called upon fo 
immediately by the honourable Baronet, and the gentleman who 
tad juſt ſat down, that he hoped for the inJulgenee of the Houſe 
while he made a few obſervations in reply, which was the more 
nzeeffary as fo much miſconception was evident in the manner in 
which the ſubject had been taken up. The honourable Baronet was 
alarmed at the way in which the propofal was concetved, as it im- 
plied that the meaſure was to be permanent. He could atlure the 
Houſe, however, that nothing could be farther from his intention. 
Y much the contrary, that he had not the ſmalleſt objection that a 
lmited time ſhould be fixed; and the words from which the con- 
fuſion of its continuation was inferred, had been introduced ſolely 
in this view. The meaſure which it had been judged proper to 
uke, and which had given riſe to the order of Council, was one, 
towever, which, while it continued, ought to have the ſanction of 
knſlative authority. This was the reaſon which urged him to fim- 
Pity and to accelerate the inquiry upon which the Houſe was called 
won to decide. It was a meaſure which required the utmoſt 
WJ pmptitude. Whatever inquiries it might be afterwards thought 
Wviſeable to purſue ; vhate ver retroſpect of paſt events might be 
mde, and whatever remedies might be ſuggeited by a general con- 
deration of future contingencies, the preſent meaſares required an 
tveſtigation leſs extenſive, and a decifion more expeditious. The 


ſue which was conceived neceſſary to remain fo long as the extended 
Inquiry would demand, without the fan ion of legiſlative autho- 
Wy? Tf they were of opinion that, in the preſ-n: circumſtances, it 
Wuld not be proper to leave it without that ſanction, they ought to 


Narrow the j inquiry. With reſpect to the cauſes which produced 
Jos. 1. 49 


had already been called upon to come forward to aſſiſt the wants of 


queſtion for the Houſe at preſent was, whether they withed a mea- 
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the neceſſity of the meaſure, opinions would be as different as the honoura 
ſentiments of individuals. He was ready to ſay, however, that theo Gove 
Auſtrian loan, though one of the cauſes which might influence the b much 
great events which operated on our ſituation, was not the immedineM that ſun 
cauſe to which the neceffity was to be aſeribed. Was it neeeffarsM nor was 
to go into ſo extenſive a field of inquiry to aſcertain whether a ſpe. cations ! 
eie meaſure, already found neceſſary, was to be ſanctioned for a monly r 
limited time by legiflative authority? The inquiry which ug Bank h: 
moſt practicable was certainly at preſent that which was moſt pru-·¶ thcfe oc 
dent. The cauſes which may have contributed to produce this ſitu· ſpecie w 
ation, the remedies that may be applicd to obviate its bad eſſeds bid tha 
and the meens which may be adopted to prevent its taking place i ditheult 
future, were conſiderations undoubtedly of the higheſt magnitude fome fu 
and importance; but they were leſs urgent than the immediate in- fixing u 
quiry he had propoſed, becauſe they might be poſtponed without inn co: 
convenience: they would afford room for calm and temperate de ite mon 
liberation: they would be diſcuſſed to greater advantage after ban; 
pauſe of reflection, and with the coolneſs of the underftanding, WF vith a f 
inſtead of being taken up in the firſt chullition of paſſion, and in propoſed 
the warmth of immature confideration. The honourable gente brought 
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man wiſhed to know what was the cauſe of the meaſure which it 
was judged prudent to adopt. He would take the liberty to fay, 
that the ſudden drain upon the metropolis was unconneRted with public er 
any circumſtances which could infer cither the deficiency of the e ei 
Bank, or the unproſperous ſituation of the Country. The rate off "tes ind 
foreign exchanges never were more flouriſhing than at this moment ſh U 100k 2 
The neceſſity of the meaſure originated in a ſudden demand beyond "= ot: 
the uſual average. With regard to the quantities of money ex 
ported, and the remittances received, it was a point which th 
Houſe could aſcertain by a motion of their own better than by ani 
queſtion to kim. This run might have occationed a demand 
which, when connected with the alarm which prevailed, would have of the he 
produced the worſt effects, and reduced the country to a very dang d, as! 
gerous fituation. The ſhort queſtion for the Houſe, however * aware 
was, to prove the reality of the ſituation which had produced thi ons, J 
order of Council. The cauſes would be ſo differently viewed & Kctiary 
cording to political and commercial opinions of men, that they ma ina 
properly belonged to future difcuſiion. The inquiry immediately much orc 
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relating to the point before the Houſe was urged in the firſt inſtanc Mr. C 
by every conſideration of public intereſt and public duty. Wißz fie part 
regard to the obſervation of the honourable gentleman, “ pay e pected th 
Bank what they have advanced, and they will te able to anſwn "ati! cxtr; 
all the demands,” it was founded entirely en miſtake. Did avere 
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honourable gentleman imagine that the Bank advanced their ſpecie 
to Government ; or that he, with rapacious hand, had ſeized upon 
{ much money as he had mentioned? Py far the greater part of 
mat ſum was floating advances, not now made for the firſt time; 
mr was there more now outſtanding than had been upon many oc- 
alons before he came into office at all. The 2dvances were com- 
monly made in notes, and paid in the ſame manner ; unlets the 
Bank had no other advances but thoſe to Government; and unleſs 
theſe oceationed an iffue of their paper, inferring a demand for 
ſpecie which otherwiſe would not have taken place, it could not be 
{id that the advances to Government could in any view produce tie 
dfculties of the Bank for caſh. It was not impoſüble that, upon 
ſme future occalion, a loan might be required, for the purpoſe of 
aking up theſe floating advances ; but, did the honourable gentle- 
man conecive that ſuch a loan could be in ſpeeie? This was not 
the moment, in the midſt of theſe embarraſſments, to propoſe fuch 
1 loan ; and, though it were tranſacted, it could not ſupply the Bank 
with a ſingle additional guinea in caſh. Surcly it would not be 
propoſed to give up the inquiry into the meafure which he had 
bash forward, and, inftead of it, require him to borrow money for 
ſuch purpoſes, and with ſuch expeRartions as this. The honourable 
zentieman ſuppoſcd that taxes were paid in ſpecte, and that the 
public creditor, on the other hand, was not to be paid at all. The 
pblie ereditor, however, like evcry other perſon, often received 
notes inſtead of caſh, Upon ſuch a queſtion as this, it was proper 
100k at gen-ral uſige. It was a fact well known, that loans 
e often advanced without any expectation of being paid in 
Iecte ; nor could rhe Bank ever have it in contemplation, that 
wery quarterly dividend was to be paid in caſh ; nor dic. they form 
lizir arrangements upon that ſuppoſition. All the rcecipt of the 
revenue paper was taken in the ſame manner. The obſervations 
of the honourable gentleman were entirely founded in miſtake; 
n, as he hoped he was guided by motives of candour, he would 
WJ © aware of the falſe grounds on which he had formed his cunclu- 
ons, He ſhould repeat, therefore, that the inquiry which was 
nceeffary to be entered upon at preſent was comprehended in his 
original propoſal ; whatever went beyond that object might, with 
much greater advantage, be referred to a future opportunity. 
Mr. CURWEN ſaid, that this was another raſh endeavour on 
the part of the Miniſter to delude the country. He had really ex- 


ati extremity. The arguments of the Miniſters at this time of 
a; were a mockery of their feelings and underſtandings ; he ſaid 
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that paper was in common ufage taken by the public creditor ; neceſſar 
but, good God, was not the caſe now widely different, when paper which tO 


could no longer be converted into cafh at pleaſure ? It was now Wl fubict 
indeed the duty of all to endeavour to ſave the country, and to Ml of 2ai 
proportion their efforts to the danger which threatened. Let the to be gi 
Miniſter ſay plainly. what is the real ſituation of the country ; it my. 


was evident that when wages were paid to manufacturers and la— 
bourers, the value of filver would rife, and the price of articles of 
conſumption increaſe. Now in a moment fo critical as this, every 
motive but that of ſaving the country ſhould be laid aſide ; ſurely 
there was little gratification now offered to ambition. No man 
could envy the ſituation of the Miniſter. He really felt for the 
right honourable gentleman's ſituation, but he felt more for that of 


may. 
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our fitt 


the country. The Houſe ought to examine into our ſituation with Mr. 
the moſt ſcrutinizing accuracy, and ſtep in to reſcue the nation affe! 
{rom ruin. It was not now the downfall of a Miniſter, but it to keep 
was the ſafety of the country that was at ſtake. If property was to cf inge 
be overturned, the men of property would be buried in its ruins, would « 
and tnoſe who had been toremoſt in oppoſition to the right ho- uus 
nourable gentleman, perhaps would not be the laſt ſacrifices. It BI an extr. 
the country was ſtill blind to its own ſituation, their repreſentatives, war, or 
who had been entruſted with the charge of watching over its in- choices, 
tereſts, ought to recall all their vigilance on ſo important an oc- Wl dned 
caſion, and exert themſclves to encounter the ſtorm and carry into Mr. 
port the veſſel of the ſtate. Miniſters might be aſſured that the ee. 
Country feels their corruption and miſmanagement. Convinced BMI He had 
as he was of the loyalty of the people, and their attachment to the WW vb ei 
Conſtitution, he deſired Miniſters to beware how they tried theie bad be- 
ſentiments too far. There was a point beyond which they would lady, 1 
not hear. The Houſe muſt now act with firmneſs. They mull AMr. I. 
diſplar, not confidence, but exertion. Unleſs the Houſe made a de- ba jut 
cided ſtand, the Country would be ruined, min 
Mr. ERANDLING mentioned ſome circumſtances concerning WW due 
the Newcaſtle Bank which had a run on it a few years ago, but BW lin 
was ſupported in its credit by a voluntary aſſociation of gentlemen. Keen: 311 
Mr. PASTARD ſaid, that the partial inquiry propoſed by the dect: 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, would do much harm rather then Bl to ti, 
produce good. It was his opinion that the Bank needed no ſop- denten 
port; but if the ſtate of the Bank was to be inveſtigated, was it nit er her 
of much greater importance to know the ſtate of the country * Fa- Kerids 
liament ought to regain—lie could uſe no other word —Pariiam it ton „t 
ought to regain the confidence of the country. If the peoplei ad eon 


no confidence in Parliament, then there muſt be an end ot it. 06a 
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neceſſary, the Cammittee, in procceding to the extended inquiry 
which the Country demanded, might firſt report with regard to the 
ſubject which was ſtated to be fo urgent. In the preſent ſituation 
of affairs, every little conſideration and individual attachment ought 
to be given up. 1 hey ought to combine to apply a powerful re- 
mely. They muſt controul the conduct of Minifers, be who they 
may. They ovght to cut eff that prodigality and qrotuſion which 
had prevailed, and to re eſtabliſh that economy which had been 
neglected. They ought to fee that the money raiſed for the pub- 
lie ſervice was fairly applicd. J hev muſt employ ſtrong meaſures, 
but they muſt retrench, they muſt regulate, they mult controuL 
Without this there was no hope. Wi:hout fairly examining into 
our fituarion, there was no chance dt talvation. 

Mr. DENT ttted, that nothing but perſonal animoſity had 
piſſed in the debate, from which ie inferred, that the Ins wanted 
to keep in, and the Outs : get in. With regard to the queſtion 
of inquiry, he thought, fo tar from being attended with good, it 
would do infini'c hart. Ihe Bank was equal to all fair de- 
Mans that cond corre gt! It, though not prepared to anſwer 
au extraordinary exigency, whether ariting from the prefiure of the 
war, or other eccaſlions—2 war not entered into by ti:is country from 
choice, but a war win 1's made ag inſt us by a pecple who had 
denied the exiſtence 0' 4 Being. 

Mr. Sit TDAN fail, tit after the laſt ſpeech of the Chan- 
eellar of the [Exchequer he had been extremely impatient in reply. 
He had been very rend, owe ver, do give way IG other gentlemen 
who wiſhed to deliver their opinions, With te moſt of which he 
had been extremely pleaſeii. He would have regretted, particu- 
larly, had he prevented the honourable gendeman oppoſite to him 
Mr. Dent) from fivouring the Lioufe with the obſervations they 
bad juſt now heard. The honourable gentleman began with la- 
mending the ſeurrilous mode in which the debate had been con- 
wel on both fides of the Houſe, and by way of a leſſon of po- 
lin nue, he added that he believed the motive of one fide was to 
keep in, „ hereas. the other vas to get into place. A very deſirable 
Act to be fure in the prefent ſtate of public affairs! He farther 
(Cn them that they were engaged in a war againtt an enemy who 
Genta the exiſtence of a Being, and who acknowledged nothing 


Keridan poſed, however, that he meant the French were a na- 
tion „t theiſls. Suppoling even that they were, he by no means 
WW ca tat chis opcrated as an apology for the unexampled pro- 
021 with Which ine war was connected ; on the contrary, he 


Un vine or human. The phrafcology was very ſtrange. Mr. 
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believed that an Atheiſt might be ſhot at as little expence as a Chiiſ. 
tain. After adverting to Mr. Dent's ſpeech in a ſtrain of plea. 
ſantry, Mr. Sheridan profeſſed his ſatisfaction in agreeing with 
moſt of the obſervations of the gentlemen to whom he had given 
way. There certainly was no moment in which the Britiſh Houſe 
of Commons had been more powerfully called upon to renounce all 
dependance on Minifters, and to repoſe confidence in themſelves, 
and he was happy to ſee this laudable independence manifeſting 
iffelf in the ſpeeches of this evening. In the laſt ſpeech of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, upon which he meant tw make a few 
remarks, the right honourable gentieman had availed himſelf of the 
Speaker's indulgence, and of the forms of the Hovte, by which the 
opener of a debate was permitted to conelude it. He had no doubt 
that in making that ſpcech he wiſhed to conelude the debate; | 
by no means ſollowed, howcver, that Lecauſe he had fpoken a ſe- 
cond time the debate ſhould be concluded. As gentlemen were 
allowed, however, in ſpecial cireumſtanees, to ſpeak twice in the 
courſe of one debate, he was aware the right honourable gentleman 
had not violated the rules of the Houſe, for there was no perfon 
who would not agree that the circumſtances in which he ſpoke were 
very particular, the more ſo as he was left by his friends to have 
the ſole conduct of his own defence. The ipeech, he owned, was 
a very ſtrong one. It had been remarked that perſons were tome- 
times deprived of their intellects by ſevere diſtreſe, and from the 
tenor of his argument, he was alſo led to conclude that the emvar- 
rafiments of his ſituation had produced that effect upon the right 
honourable gentleman. In one part of his argument hie advanced 
the abſurd poſition that were Government to diſcharge all the 
debts they owed to the Bank, as the pavment would be made gd 
in paper, it would not relieve that public bods from the citheu.- 
ties produced by their preſent want-of caſh, But was any man f 
ignorant as not to know the deficiency arouſe not merely from the 
poſitive want of caſh, but from the comparative quamity of paper 
which they had iſſued, and the demands of which they had not 
caſh enough to anſwer? Of courſe when this paper was returned 
to them, they would find themſelves at liberty, with ſafety to them. 
ſelves, to iſſue a greater proportion of their ſpecie. For inſtance, 
ſuppoſing the Bank of England to have iſſued ten millions in paper 
by way of loan, and to be poſſeſſed of one million in cafh, 25 
ſum ſufficient to anſwer the demand, - certainly .if five millions of 
this loan were repaid them, they might iſſue five hundred thouſand 
pounds out of the million of ſpecie, becauſe the run upon thelt 
caſh would in that caſe be diminiſhed preciſely half. The right bo- 
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nourable gentleman had alledged that the dividends on ſtock were 
always paid in notes. But were the notes the ſame before, that they 
are now? Was not the queſtion always put to the creditor whether 
he would take his dividend in paper or in cath? And when it 
was put in his choice, he tcok it in paper, becauſe he raight have 
had caſh if he plenſed: With reſpect to the effect of the meaſure 
upon the bank credit, it certainly had infiiced upon it a very fe- 
vere ſtröke, and he ſaw only one way in which it could poſſibly 
recover it, which was by the Bank coming forward, and ſhewing 
the country that they had adopted the meaſure from compulſion. 
An honourable gentleman (Mr. Baſtard) had urged in very proper 
and becoming language, the necciſity of cutting off every thing fu- 
perfluous ; he was not of a ſanguinary diſpoſition, but when he faw 
2 perſon preſiding in one of the principal departments of public af 
fairs, and ruining the Country by his meaſures, he was at a loſs 
to know what ought to be cut oft firſt, but he was convinced that 
ſome example ought to be made for the inſiruciion of both the pre- 
ſent and of future times. An honourable Baronet (Sir William 
Pulteney} obſerved. that if the meaſure was repeated it would make 
but a bad joke. If it was a joke, it certainly was one at which 
tne country was not much diſpoſed to laugh; but if it was tolerated 
in this inſtance, he was afraid that theſe facetious meaſures would 
frequently c eur. What then was to be done in order to prevent 
them from ever again recurring? An honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Hutley) had ſaid that to retrieve the credit of the Bank, Govern- 
ment had only to diſcharge the ſums advanced them by the Bank; 
but he would add, that it was neceſſary alſo that Government ſhonld 
pay all their creditors as well as the Bank; that they ſhould pay 
the Civil Lit; that they ſhould pay the half pay officers who 
were now almoſt ſtarving ; that they ſhould pay their agents and 
their contractors. Mr. Sheridan conceived that it was by no means 
a temporary expedient, but he foreſaw that the Bank never would 
be able afterwards to defray its outſtanding engagements in caſh. 
For how was it poſſible that they could, fince they were about to 
iſue a greater quantity of paper, and their caſh was ſcized upon for 
tie public ſervice ? The honourable Baronet, who advanced a 
eontrary opinion, and who knew more about buſineis than moſt 
entlemen of equal property, had too much good ſenſe not to ac- 
knwledge the error on which it was founded. Mr. Sheridan next 
eprobated the tranſaction as a ſtep to aſſociate the bankrupt Go- 
"ernment with the ſolvent Bank; a partnerſhip which, if the 
bink Directors knev the intereſt of the concern under their direction 
ey ought to ſpurn, and to force the right honourable gentleman to 
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withdraw his indorſements from their bills. But it was urged that 
the Bank had temporary difficulties to encounter, and that it be- 
hoved them to adopt ſome mode of granting relief to that impor. 
tant public body. The Houſe of Commons, however, knew no. 
thing of this. No application was made to them by the Bank, 
nor did it appear even that application had been made for the order 
in Council; on the contrary, it appcarcd that this facetious Coun- 
eil, inſtead of examining the Directors of the Bank, acted entirely 
upon the authority of the Chancellor of the Exchequer. Nay, 
what added to his ſurpriſe was, that not one of the Bank Directors 
who had feats in that Houfe, had ever come torward and cxpreſſed 
an opinion upon the ſubject. Some information was certainly ne- 
ceſſary before the Houſe ſanctioned fo novel and dangerous a mez- 
ſure. They had heard of the Bank a ſhort time ago lending two 
millions to Government, and they had alſo heard of the dividend; 
on Bank Stock increaling. Was it not material to be informed 
therefore how they had come to ſtop payment at a time when their 
affairs ſeemed to be going on fo proſperouſy? Perhaps the Diree— 
tors might be to blame. He did not fay that it was fo, but the 
Houſe ought to be ſatisfied that it was not ſo. They were not even 
appriſed whether it was the wiſh of the Bank that the mcaſure 
ſhould be adopted The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid it was, 
but he took nothing upon his word, and therefore called upon fore 
of the DireRors of the Bank to come forward and ſay whether it 
was or was not at their deſire that the order in Council had been 
iſſued. There was ſomerhinz—unaccountable on the face of the 
buſineſs, for the Bank to announce its own ſolveney immediately 
after it had been ordered to ftop payment; and if it was ſolvent, 
why was an order iſſued which would operate ſo much to the injury 
of their credit * For his own part he did not approve of opening 
a Committee to inquire into the affairs of the Bank, becauſe he had 
the firmeſt confidence in its ſolidity, and fuch an inquiry might con- 
ſiderably hurt its credit, but he deemed it highly expedient that a 
Committee ſhould be appointed to inquire into the grounds upol 
which the order in Council had been iſſued. He was of opinion, 
at all. events, that the two inquirics ought not to be ſeparated. An 
inſtruction, if neceſſary, might be given to the Committee, to report 
upon the circumſtances of the Bank before it entered upon the other 
inquiry. But he did not perceive that ſo much diſpatch was Te 
quiſite, becauſe the proclamation, at preſent, had all the effect af 
a law, and a bill might be immediately paſted as a matter of tem- 
porary accommodation, to enable the Bank to iſſue ſmall notes 
So far, however, as he had made up his opinion, he diſapproved of 
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a Committee to inquire into the circumſtances of che Bank, as ſuch 
an inquiry might be productive of evil, and could not poſſibly do 
any good. For what was the reſult expected to be? There was 
but one hope, and one opinion, that the Bank would be found to be 
perfectly ſecure. Why then ſhould the public guarantee their 
notes? As well might the maſter of the Mint indorſe a guinea, 
But what was the nature of this guarantee which Government ſo 
zenerouſly offered to the Bank? Government firſt lays hands on 
the calh of the Bank. Next day Government ſays, you cannct 
pay your notes; no, replies the Bank, becauſe you have taken away 
var caſh ; very well, then, ſay Government, you muſt ſtop pay- 
ment till we examine into your affairs, form a partnerſhip, and in- 
dorſe your bills. The Bank might very juſtly anſwer; give us 
tack our caſh, and we neither want your partnerſhip nor your gua- 
rntee, Had ſuch a man as Sir John Barnard prefided at the 
Bank, he would have taken the order of Council and thrown it in 
the face of the Meſſenger, for in either caſe it was an affront upon 
that body, If they had caſh, what right had the Chancellor of the 
Lxchequer to ſeize upon it ; if they had none, it was an inſult to 
pretend to prohibit them from iſſuing it. And what was the value 
af this guarantee, which Government was fo generous as to offer to 
the Bank? Had not Government broken its faith with all its cre- 


litors, with the Bank, with the Emperor of Germany, and with 


wery individual who were in poſſeſſion of its acceptances ? The 
Wi idity of the Bank would be infinitely ſtronger, if it remained en- 
 Whirely unconnected with fo diſcreditable a partner. Mr. Sheridan 
ben ſuggeſted the ſteps which, in his opinion, ought to he taken, if 
„te ditticulties really exiſted. Bank notes ought to be made a legal 
ender to Government, and Government ought to be compelled to 
mike every payment in bank-notes, except the dividends on the 
public ſtock, which ought to be paid in caſh. He was unfriendly 
ba Committee to inquire into tlie ſituation of the Bank, but, in- 
lead of oppoſing it, he would move an amendment, That theſe 
vords be inſerted into the original motion after “ this Houſe,” 
And alſo to inquire into the cauſes which have produced this 
order in Council, and the grounds of providing for the order in 
Council, dated the 26th of February, providing for the confir— 


er I mation and continuance of meaſures contained in ſaid order.“ 
(- Mr. THORNTON faid, that as Mr. Sheridan, and ſeveral 
of WW-"tlemen who had ſpoken before, had been pleaſed to appeal per- 


Wally to him, and alſo to other Members of the Houſe who were 
Directors of the Bank, he deſired to acquaint them, he was reſtrained 
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from ſatisfying their curioſity by a ſenſe of the duty which he owed 
to the public welfare. That if the Houſe in its wiſtom ſhall ſce fit 
to inſtitute any Committee of Inquiry, there was no inveſtigation 
which the Directors would not moſt chearfully mect, as they were 
conſcious it muſt tend to their honour, and to the ſupport of the 
credit and high reputation of the Bank of England. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS wiſhed to obviate, if not the miſap- 
prehenſion, at lcaſt the miſrepreſentation of the honourable gentle- 
man (Mr. Shctidan) who had afferted, that the Bank would be ren. 
dered lefs acute by the guarantee which was offered to it by Go- 
vernment. If the Houſe rejected the original motion, the Bank 
would be left with an order of Council hanging over it, not to iſſue 
caſh, but to make its payments in the manner thereby directed. 
Did Mr. Sheridan intend - that this ſhould be the cafe ? or did he 
mean to take off the embargo, without letting the country know 
why it had been impoſed? The firſt object which he wiſhd that 
a Committee ſhould be called to aſcertain, was the ſtability of the 
Bank. The amendment propoſed, negatived the original motion ; 
but while the honourable gentleman profeſſed himſelf adverſe to 
an inquiry, he thought to enlarge it by adding a queſtion reſpecting 
the cauſes of the embargo ; and theſe were alledged to be a total 
miſmanagement in every department of finance. 'I hus an inquiry 
into every circumſtance of the war, from its commencement to the 
preſent time, would be ſet on foot ; and this great firſt object of 
ſatisfying the public with reſpe& to the ſolvency of the Bank, would 
be delayed till the ſtate of the nation, in every particular, could 
have been aſcertained. 

What Mr. Sheridan had faid of the inaccuracies of Committees, 
and of the incomplete manner in which their reports were framed, 
was, he believed, in general, true, and therefore much to be re- 
gretted. But the honourable gentleman, under this impreſſion, 
came forward when a motion was made to refer a particular queſ- 
tion to the examination of a Committee, and propoſed alſo to refer 
to a Committee the inquiry into every public meaſure which could 
be faid to be any ways connected with the ſtate of the nation; thus 
providing an immenſe additional labour for thoſe whom he thouglt 
incapable of diſcharging their duty properly. The reaſon why 
he (Mr. Dundas) wiſhed it to go into a Secret Committee was, that 
it might be neceſſary to put queſtions to the Bank Directors, which 
it might not be proper to make public. 

Mr. GREY roſe to explain the amendment, and to correct Mr. 
Dundas, when he ſtated, tirat his honourable friend was adverſe t0 
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any inquiry into the {tate of the Bank. It was not becauſe an in- 
quirx was not necet{iry, that it had been objected to, but becauſe it 
was thought inconvenient. 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL faid, that the caſe was 
ſhortly this: An order of Conneil, without any legal validity, had 
been ſent to the firſt monied company in the kingdom, and this 
order had been complied with. It was .univerfally agreed, that 
ſuch an order ſhould not have been iſſued, except it was warranted 
by neceſſity, and that it ſhould continue in force no longer than the 
neceſſity which gave riſe to it continued. The queſtion therefore 
was, whether the Houſe ſhould not immediately proceed to diſcuſs 
the circumſtances under wich it had iſſued, with a view to deter- 
mining whether it ought any longer to be acted under? As he ſaw 
the neecoſſity of an immediate determination on a buſineſs of ſuch 
conſequence, he ſhould vote againſt the amendment. 

Mr. FOX conſidered the queſtions of the meaſures to be adopted, 
and of the cauſe of the preſent ſituation, as inſeparable. Till the 
Houſe were apprized of what produced the order, they could not 
well know how to apply the remedy. If he were in a Committee 
of the Houſe, and deſirous to diſcover the cauſe, he ſhould, in the 
firſt inſtance, call the Chancellor of the Exchequer to the bar, and 
examine him. It was obvious, that the nature of the relief which 
was to be afforded, muſt depend on the cauſe of the evil. If it 
ſuould appear, as had been ſugg-ſted by Sir William Pulteney, that 
the debts owing by Government to the Bank had been the occaſion 
of its ſtopping payment, then it was clear that a different remedy 
muſt be applicd from that to which recourſe would have been had, if 
it had been owing to other circumſtances. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that ke conſidered the motion and 
amendment, as compriſing three diſtin inquiries. Though they 
were all retained in the amended motion, yet Mr. Sheridan had, by 
the tenor of three fourths of his ſpeech, objected to that part of the 
motion which preſſed the inquiry into the ſtate of the Bank. His 
inquiry, he wiſhed, however, to be made with a view to ſhew that 
the ultimate reſources of that Company were ſolid, and more than 
equal to the diſcharge of all claims on them. He confidered this as 
the more neceffary, becauſe, while the right honourable gentleman 
(Mr. Fox) had ſaid, that he was convinced of the fact, and ſtood in 
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need of nothing to confirm him in his belief, he ſtated their late #1 Wl 
conduct as an act of bankruptey not to be remedied. When gen- N 
emen then cried up the ſolidity of a corporate body, and their ſatis- WAY 

| faction in its ſecurity in one moment; and in the next, imputed Ci 
bankruptcy tO it, an inquiry was rendered necetiary, to eſtabliſh its 1 
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reputation for being equal to the diſcharge of all its engagements; 
and it ſeemed to him highly proper, after ſuch language, that the 
truth of the propoſition ſhould be aſcertained by ſome record; and 
that it ſhould be generally known from the reſult of accurate inveſti. 
gation, that the ultimate property of the Bank of England was equal 
to more than all the demands which could be made on it. 

What the right honourable gentleman had called an act of bank. 
ruptey, was ccrtainly an act of preſſing neceſſity, and the fact of the 
exiſtence of this neceſſity could not be too ſoon inquired into. It 
was on the part of the Bank a compulſory act; yet if this act had 
been their own, inſtead of being the reſult of a reſolution of Go- 
vernment, could this be called by the commercial world an act of 
bankruptcy * This meaſure, too, was called in queſtion by gen- 
tlemen who had approved the conduct of the bank of Newcaſtle, 
which, with unſhaken credit, had thought proper.to ſuſpend its pay- 
ments, and which proved ultimately to have done ſo with applauſe, 
The Bank of England had acted in the ſame manner, though on a 
larger ſcale. The merchants of London had given a ſanction to 
its proceedings, by their reſolution. Neither ſpeaking technically, 
nor in the language of common life, could it be faid to be an act of 
bankruptcy to withhold the payment of money, where the perſon 
withhoiding it was finally in a ſolvent ſtate * But at the ſame time, 
wherever money was thus delayed from a creditor, ſome proof was 
neceflary to eſtabliſh the fact, that the debtor's capital was ſolid. 
That proof the Bank now wiiked to lay before the Houſe, and it 
being in ſo ſhort a compaſs, it would not occaſion a delay of many 
hours. This inquiry into the capital was the firſt of the three 
which the amendment contained. The next went to aſccrtain the 
exiſtenee of the neceſſity which juſtified the meaſure, and the con- 
tinuation of that neceflity. The third, which had been added by 
the honourable mover of the amendment, was, to diſcover the cauſes 
of this neceſſity. If the neceſitty was eſtabliſued, he did not ſec 
the immediate importance of this latter inquiry previous to adopt- 
ing any reſolutions in conſequence of the former two. He thought 
that gentlemen might afterwards enter into it, ſinee the information 
of which they would then be in poſſeſſion, would not hinder, but 
aſſiſt them in their ſearch. Nothing could be more clear, than 
that in the exerciſe of praQical duty, that which would admit of 
delay ſhould be poſtponed, and that which required immediate de- 
liberation preferred. 

Mr. FOX explained. He had not made uſe of the word bank- 
ruptey as applicable to the ſtate of the Bank, but to the Government, 
to which he contended it was always applicable. The alarm which 
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ve felt aroſe from no circumſtance in the capital of the Bank, but 
fm the control which the Government exerciſed over it. 

The Houſe divided upon the amendment ; Ayes 88, Noes 244; 
Majority 150. 


Liſt of the Minsrihy, en Mr. Sheridan's amendment, © That the 
« Committee ſhould inquire ints the cauſes wiich produced the Order 
« of Council of the 29th inſtant.” 
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IPedneſday, I 1 March. than upor 
| note to be 


Lord Viſcount STOP FORD reported to the Houſe, that ther Ia th- 
addreſs of yeſterday (to return His Majeſty the thanks of this Houſe (Mich, at 
for his moſt gracious meſſage: to aſſure His Majeſty, that the Maino th: 
Houſe will proceed, without delay, to the conſideration of the im- Many of 
portant ſubject which His Majeſty has recommended to their atten- .d than 
tion; and that His Majeſty may rely on our earneſt and anxious m oth: 
deſire to adopt ſuch meaſures as the circumſtances may appear to re- Nie- an: 
quire, and as may be beſt calculated to meet the preſſure of any emporars 
temporary difficulties, and to call forth, at this important conjunc-Mlli-': two 
ture, the extenſive reſouices of the kingdom, in ſupport of our 
public and commercial credit, and in defence of our deareſt intereſts 
had been preſented to His Majeſty ; and that His Majeſty was 
pleaſcd to receive the fame very graciouſly. The 8 

Mr. WILBERFORCE BIRD obſerved, that in conſequence at relate 
of the preſent ſcarcity of caſh in the hands of manufacturers, occa-Wl The | 
fioned, as had been ſtated already to the Houſe, and on which ſome 


b ſuſpene 
br as rel: 
Weſtmin 


won the 


parliamentary proceedings had been founded, it became neceffary Ml Mr. S 
that bankers and manufacturers in the country ſhould be enabled tofMnere now 
Hue out notes, payable at ſtated times; without ſuch a proviſion The rem 
was impoſſible for ſuch bankers and manufacturers to carry on theirceeſſary. 
bufineſs for the preſent. I here were laws now in force to prohibit: greater 
the iſſuing of ſmall promi ſſory notes, payable otherwiſe than onfEkies to 
demand. His object was to ſuſpend for a time the operation oifiltterefore, 
ſuch law, and to allow the ifluing of promiſſory nodes for a limiteditnding t. 
time, as if ſuch laws were not in exiſtence. There could not be te reme« 
much inconvenienee, at leaſt not as much as could equal the coe uud not 
nience to this meaſure, by allowing country bankers and manufac eared to 
turers to ifſue theſe ſmall notes, for they would be known in ttqͥ un (iq, 
neighbourhood in which the notes were iſſued, and the perſons ve Kno; 
held them could have no difficulty in precuring payment for them. tere cou] 
But as the metropolis was to be conſidered in another light, ang vment 
much difficulty might ariſe in the proviſions extended to it, fu, other 
ſhould propoſe that the bill for which he intended to move for lea Weſtmin 
to bring in ſhould not be extended to the cities of London anfang te 
Weſtminſter, nor to the borough of Southwark. In the year 175% ere mig 
the Legiſlature, taking into confideration the inconvenience td the þjj 
aroſe to the lower elaſs of ſociety from their being paid in (MWttere mut 
notes, payable at a future time, from the manufacturers w⁵ůe es, and 
ployed them, they being unable, in many caſes, properly to unde was poſ 
ſtand them, &e. paſſed an act prohibiting the iſſuing of any PM for t 


miſſory note for leſs than twenty ſhillings, payable any otherwi " wha 


han upon demand, together with other proviſions, declaring ſuch 
wee to be null and void, &c. 

In the ſeventeenth year of the King another act was paſſed, 
mich, after reciting the beneficial effects of the former act, and 
ating that it did not embrace a ſuffieient number of caſes, extended 
aaa of the provitions of the former act to all notes payable other- 
d than vpon demand, and which were for lefs than 51. together 
With other enactments, &, It was impoſſible for the manufac- 

wrers and bankers in the country to carry on their buſineſs under 
enporary prefſure, if they were to comply with the proviſions of 
ire two acts, and therefore he moved for leave to bring in a bill, 
o ſuſpend, for a time to be limited, the operations of thoſe acts, as 
Wir 2s related to bankers not refiding in the cities of London and 
5MVctminſter, and the borough of Southwark. 

The SPEAKER faid, it would not be regular to move any thing 

What related to an exiſting act without reading it. 
- The two acts being read accordingly, the queſtion was put 
eon the motion. 
V Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, he deplored the neceſſity to which we 
o ere now driven upon the ſubject of ſpecie all over this kingdom. 
The remedy now propoſed he feared and believed to be abſolutely 
1 weeffary. It would undoubtedly be a great evil; yet if omitted, 
ol: greater evil might enſue; and when two evils preſented them- 
les to view, it was of courſe proper to chuſe the leſſer; and 
tterefore, according to the idea he had upon the ſubject, not pre- 
ending to be thoroughly well acquainted with it, he thought that 
de remedy which was now propoſed muſt be adopted. But he 
ould not help ſaying a few words upon this matter, becauſe it ap- 
fared to him to be of vaſt importance. The honourable gentle- 
mn ſaid, that the manufacturers and bankers in the country were 
ell known in the neighbourhood | in which they live, and therefore 
dere could be no inconvenience in this meaſure with regard to the 
ment of the notes as they became due; but he thought the caſe 
Ws otherwiſe with regard to the capital, and therefore London, 
Weſtminſter, and Southwark, were to be cinitted in the bills, ac- 
ending to the honourable gentleman s intention at preſent. That 
be might be great difficulty and inconvenience in the extenſion 
the bill, he had no doubt; for, moſt unhappily for this country, 
here muſt be great difficulty and inconvenience in the whole pro- 
det, and in every branch of this ſubject; but he did not know how 
i was poſſible to go on without making ſome proviſion in this re- 
for the capital as well as for the country ; and here he hardly 
what to ſay ; he was confounded when be looked at the pro- 
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bable conſequences to which the meaſure whicly gave birth to theſe 
applications might lead. He knew not what provilion was made, 
or could be made, tor the payment of workmen, manufacturers, 
' tradeſmen or others, even for next Saturday night. He was fure, 
that it any meaſure was to be adopted upon the ſubjec, not a no- 
ment ought to be loſt, If a poor man was to be paid by a guinea 
note inſtead of a guinea, and no man would give him change for it 
without a diſcount of. ſeven ſhillings, to what dreadful conſe- 
quences might this not lead? What would a poor man dv with 
his fourteen ſhillings inſtead of his guinea * What would the ill 
poorer man do, whole whole weekly wages amounted to no more 
than fourteen ſhillings * —and, he believed, the average price oi 
weekly labour was not higher. Indeed he apprehended the moſt 


dreadful conſequence would ſoon enſue from theſe things ; nor did 


he know how the evil was to be averted. He mentioned theſ: 
things, that every man in the Houſe ſhould inſtantly turn his 
thoughts to the ſubject. It would be dreadtul, indeed, it tliaſe 
notes, inſtead of money, ſhould become 2/7gu2ts ; and he feared it 
would be fo. 

Mr. JOLLIFFE alſo apprehended great danger upon tits 
ſubject. | 

Mr. WILBERFORCE expreti:4 a hope, that as this was a 
matter of experiment, it would nut be of ill conſequence. Ile 
hoped it would not be neceflary to continue it long. For his own 
part, he thought that the temporary ſaſpention of theſe bills would 
be attended with beneficial cifects. In the itluing of ſmall Bans 
notes, he thought there was great danger of forgery ; but in the 
iſſuing of the notes propoſed by this meaſure, there would be no ſuch 
danger, becauſe of their very quick return. 

The SOLICITOR GENERAL gave an hiitory of the two 

acts which were now propoicd to be ſuſpended, and thought, 
although the policy of theſe acts had beci approved of for twenty 
years, and conſequently ſome might think it imprudent to ſuſpend 
that policy, yet he apprehended, that under all the circumſtances, tus 
meaſure might be ſafely adopted. | | 

Mr. VANSIT TART approved of the policy of theſe acts cf 
Parliament, and wiſhed that the experiment of the notes migut be 
tried before the aQs were ſuſpended. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT was inclined to think that the ſuſpention 
of theſe acts ſhould be tried for a limited time, but was by 19 
means clear that the ſuſpenſion ought to be confined to the clals of 
perſons or placcs which were ſpeeiſicd in the motion. He rhought 


the effects of the ſuſpenſion might be beneficial to London, Weſt⸗ 
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minſter and Southwark. He ſhould therefore wiſh that the leave 
o bring in the bill ſhould be larger than the motion aſked. The 
bill afterwards might be modified as circumſtances ſhou}d require, 
and therefore he moved as an amendment, That the exception 
ſhould be left out.” 

Mr. WILBERFORCE BIRD readily aſſented to the pro- 
poſed amendment. | 

Mr. FOX faid, he had no objection to the amendment. He 
thought that the order for bringing in the bill ſhould be as wide 
as poſlible, in order that afterwards the proviſions vf it might be 
regulated as it ſhould appear to be neceſſary. But he could not 
help obſerving, that in contemplating the evil which was now only 
beginning to be felt, it was impoſſible to foreſee to what inconve- 
niences and diſtreſſes it might lead, or to what meaſures Parlia- 
ment might be driven. He foreſaw, however, great inconveniencies 
in iſſuing theſe bills, particularly in the metropolis, where the mul- 
üplieity of buſineſs was ſo great; he feared there would be much 
wonfalfion in conſequence of this. He deplored the ignorance of 
the lower claſſes of working people. He felt how difficult it was 
to make them underſtand any proviſion of ſuch an act of Parlia- 
ment as this. He lamented that ſuch a maſs of people ſhould be 
unable to read the accounts of the debates of the Houſe. He 


" WI fared that great advantages would be taken of the ignorance of 
- Wi this multitude of perſons, and great fraud and miſchief would enſue. 
le faid this rather to call on gentlemen to try whether any other 
a and better remedy could not be found than that which was now pro- 
ved, and it was with the view of ſomething elſe being done that 
: he agreed to the amendment, becauſe it made the leave of the Houſe 
nager as to what might be hereafter propoſed. 

The motion was then put in the following form: © That leave 
ee given to bring in a bill to ſuſpend, for a time to be limited, the 
» Wcration of the ſaid acts.“ Granted. | 
0 


Mr. COKE (of Norfolk) ſaid, he could not fit in that Houſe 
and obſerve that ſuch a motion as this was made, without alluding 
v the conduct of Miniſters. He thought it criminal in Minif- 
ers to neglect giving to all manufacturing towns proper notice of 
the neceſſity that had given riſe to the meaſures which the Parlia- 
ment was now purſuing. He felt, as he thought every honeſt 
man ſhould feel, upon the conduct of the Chancellor of the Exche- 


ver. He indeed had found no reaſon to approve of any part of 
1 lis general political conduct fince the year 1784, nor of thoſe who 
0 


lad lately leagued with him, but who were formerly among the 


Varmeſt of his opponents. That, however, was foreign to the mat- 
Vol. I. | 4 U 
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ter which was now before the Houſe, and therefore he would not 
purſue it. He complained now of the criminal negligence of the 
Miniſter, the miſchief of which was incalculable. He could not 
help obſerving to the Houſe what he knew and felt reſpecting the 
ſituation of Wake ich. A proclamation, with which we were all 
now too well acquainted, came out on Monday morning at ten 
o' clock, by which all the ſpecie in the Bank was ſtopt. Now he 
wiſhed to know how the manufaQurers and bankers of Norwich 
were to provide on Saturday night for the payment of all theſe ſums 
which have always hitherto been paid in caſh. It was Rated, and 
he hoped truly, that. this diſtreſs will be of ſhort duration, for he 
could have no wiſhes that had not tor their object the proſperity of 
this country: but wiſhes were of no avail againſt calamity. Fe 
deſired to know where and how the bankers and manufacturers of 
that great city were to have a guinea to pay thoſe demands that had 
always hitherto been paid in caſh f What he complained of was, 
that the Miniſter did not communicate to Norwich his intention ot 
bringing forward the meaſure which was now before Parliament, 
The evils to which that town was expoſed, as well as he would 
dare ſay many other places knew, were ſuch as to lead to miſchict, 
the extent of which no human being could foreſee, but which every 
good man muſt view with the deepeit regret and apprchenſion. 
Mr. W. SMITH faid, that every word that had vet been ut- 
tered upon this ſubject ſhewed the propricty of a full inveſtigation 
into the cauſes of the calamity, which not only threatened this 
country, but which it now began to feel. e rofe now to allude 
to a point which had juſt been mentioned. He held in his hand 
a letter from the Bank at Bath, by which it appearcd that they had 


come to a reſolution to ſuſpend payment in ſpecic until Parhament 


ſhall have made proviſion upon the matter. But the letter farther 
ſtated, that they would be utterly incapable of adhering to that fe- 
ſolution ; for it ſtated, that if they do not part with ſpecie on St 
turday next, the labourers cannot be paid. The conclufion of the 
ſentence in the letter was in theſe words But, my good friend, 
we muſt part with our ſpecie, or the labourers cannot be paid; 
they will not take paper.” In what manner, he would aſk, could 
they be paid? The letter was not an angry one; it was written 
with good ſenſe, and as good temper as any letter could be written 
under ſuch circumſtances ; but it appeared plainly by that Jette!, 
that they muſt part with their ſpeeie, or throw the country around 
them into the utmoſt confuſion. What meaſure was to be taken 
he did not know. He mentioned this for the information of tht 
Houſe, The fame evil that exiſted at Bath, he was perſuaded 
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exiſted at Norwich, as well as at many other places. This mat- 
ter called for the beſt conſideration which the Houſe could give it, 
and could never be provided tor betore a ſtrict inquiry ſhould be had 
upon the cauſes which have led to this alarming evil. He under- 
ſtood that it was for the very purpoſe of being able to pay the col- 
liers and manufacturers in ſpecie that the Newcaitle bank ſtopt. 
The meaſure which was now before the Houſe would prevent 
even that. The conſequence of all this he was afraid to think of. 

Mr. Chancellor PII T moved the order of the day upon the 
till to ſuſpend the law for preventing the Bank ifſuing notes under 
zl. which was, that it be read a ſecond time. 

Mr. GREY obſerved, that theſe bills under 51. were to be pay- 
able to bearer on demand. | 

The SPEAKER obferved, that theſe words were not in the 
Breviate. 

Mr. GREY ſaid that the bills were to be payable to bearer on 
demand. Now he wiſhed to know how a contradidtion that muſt 
appear in the proceedings of the Houſe was to be reconciled ; for 
by the bill now before the Houſe theſe votes were to be payable 

oa demand; whereas the other regulation called upon the Bank 
not to pay any ſpecie whatever until Parliament ſhall make far- 
tier proviſion, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſtated, it was natural to think that the 

WJ vords in the new notes ſhould be the ſame as in all other notes. 
Mr. FOX wiſhed the Houſe only to confider how, in addition 

tothe general breach of faith, they were adding freſh difficulties. 
n order ef Council, confeſſedly not binding, had been iſſued to 
ide Bank not to pay any more caſh ; that order had not yet been 
WJ confirmed, Is tue mean time a bill had been brought in to 
enable the Bank to iflue notes under 5l. It was probable. that 

this bill would be paſſed firſt, What then would be the ſtate 
of the individual? He would read the preſent act; he would ſay, 
e © | have not only the ſecurity of the Bank, but a recent act which 
, WI empowers the Bank to ifſue notes payable on demand.” The note 
WL * iffued ; he proceeds to the Bank; they xefuſe to pay him in 
dE fpecie ; he brings his action, in which hc - uſt ſucceed, unleſs ano- 
der act comes retroſpective and retroacti ve in its operation. J have, 
a dberefore, on the 2d of March the faith of Parliament ſuperadded 
„chat of the Bank, to pay me the note, and a few days afterwards 
ones an act forbidding them to pay it. But it has been ſaid, that 
a fs evil is leſs than the altering the form of the words of the note. 
bis may be an inconvenience, but it is not fo great a one as that 
1 making the Bank iflue a note upon a direct falſehood. On which 
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fide the balance is I know not, but I think it right to ſubmit whe. 
ther a bill, under another form of words, ought not to be iſſued ? 

Mr. BRAGGE faid, that the object of the meaſure was to create 
a circulating medium. The objection that had been advanced he 
conſidered to be minute, critical, and technical. What ſort of notes 
were the Bank to iſſue, except in the technical forra ? 

Mr. FOX aſked if it was a minute thing, whether the Parlia. 
ment and Bank ſhould hold out what they could not perform? 
Was that merely minute, critical, and formal, which in morals was 
deemed moft effential and folid ? 

Mr. BRAGGE faid a few words in reply. 

Mr. SHERIDAN, after a few obſervations upon what had fallen 
from Mr. Bragge, noted the inconſiſteney and diſgraceful tendency 
of paſſing one bill to authorize the Bank to iſſue notes payable on 
demand, and another bill to prevent them from paying in ſpecie, 
It was, he contended, extremely diſcreditable that the Speaker 
ſnould hold in his hand a motion for paſſing a bill of ſuch a nature 
as the firſt to which he had alluded, while ſuch a bill lay upon the 
table as the ſecond. The honourable gentleman who had ſpoken 
laſt confidered the objection as merely eritical; for his own part he 
conſidered it as highly difcreditable. He thought that the payment 
of the bills ſhovld be fixed at a ſtated period, when the reſtrictions 
ſhould be at an end. This would be fair and open; a diſcount 
might take place upon the bill, but the diſcount would: be known. 

The SOLICITOR GENERAL ſaid, that the Houſe were 
in a ſtate of difficulty, and it was neceſſary to confider what was 
beſt to be done. Upon the idea ſuggeſted by Mr. Bird, the manu- 
facturer would not be compelled to take notes, and he might infili 
on having caſh. The Houſe proceeded upon the principle that the 
labourer would be content to take the notes. The idea certainly 
was, that though an act might be paſſed, enabling the manufacturer 
to pay his workmen in notes, yet that the workmen were not forced 
to take theſe notes, if they did not chuſe it. Every body who took 
them, would take them under knowledge of the circumſtances under 
which. they were iſſued. The queſtion therefore was, whether the 
meaſure ſhould be adopted at all, or modified. Some gentlemen 
propoſed, that the notes ſhould be iſſued payable on demand; others 
wiſhed to leave out thoſe words. For his own part, he conceived 
no fraud would be practiſed upon the public by uſing the forme 
mode, becauſe the notes would be ifſued under circumſtances with 
which all perſons would be acquainted. | 
After a few words from Mr. BIRD, the bill was read a fe- 
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The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a Committee of the whole 
Hoſe upon the bill. 

In the Coratnittee the bill was gone through, and ſome amend- 
ments made. 

The report was brought up, received, and read ; after which, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT fuggetted to the Houſe, whether it would 
be deſirable to wait till to-morrow with a view to receive any far- 
ther inſtructions, or whether they ſhould this night proceed to the 
third reading of the bill for the ſake of diſpatch. 

Mr. TIERNEY propoſed a queſtion, whether, if he ſhould go 
to a ſhop to buy goods to the amount of five ſhillings, and offer one 
of theſe twenty-ſhilling notes, he ſhould be put in ſuch a fituation 
as to receive the goods and fifteen ſhillings in change ? On the an- 
ſwer the right honourable gentleman ſhould make to this queſtion 
would depend whether he ſhould be induced to take the notes ; if 
the notes were not placcd on this footing, and ſome ſubſtantial fund 
provided for the purpoſe, they could only tend to preduce difputes 

between him and his tradeſmen, and to afford an opportuairy for 
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| WHT 2 moſt pernicious ſpecies of jobbing and ſpeculation. 

; Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that it was his with io give the 
utmoſt facility to theſe meaſures, which had been taken from the 
s WL pieflure of unavoidable neceſſity. But it would be regollected that 
te only point in debate had ariſen from the cireumſtance, that theſe 


votes would fall under the fame prohibition with reſpect to the iſſue 
of ſpecie, which at preſent applied to notes already in circulatin, 
Whether it might be expedient to admit any qualifications to this 
prohibition in particular caſes would be matter cf future diſcufſion, 


un the terms of his own explanation, and not upon any comment 
of the henourable gentleman, 

My. FOX faid, that he would not oppoſe this bill, but reſerve 
to bmſelf, whether he would afterwards give his vote for repeal- 
in or confirming the order of council, prohibiting the Bank to iſſue 
ecie, His honourable friend aſked, where he ſhould get change 
for his twenty-ſhilling note; he had no heſitation to anſwer, at the 
e. bank, otherwiſe the Directors were liable to an action for the 
Mount, But he ſhould at preſent wave this diſcuſſion, as he did 
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It! In the mean time all the pots would reſt on the {ame tooting - the 9 
* ſtrong conviction entertained of the validity of the body by whom Wh 
Iv Wl they were iſſued. 1 
er Mr. TIERNEY thanked the Miniſter for his information, that Ml 
ed be ſhould not be able to get twenty ſhillings for a twenty-ſhilling 0 
0k note, | | "i 
er Mr. Charecllor PUTT begged that his information might reſt 170 
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not conceive that the queſtivn belonged to the preſent ſtage of the 
bulineſs. | 

The order of the day being read for a * motion for inquiry 
into the cauſes of the Order of Council prohibiting the Bank to 
iſſue ſpecie,” 

Mr. FOX faid : In rifing to make a motion for inquiry, in 
purſuance of a notice I gave lat night, I do aſſure the I Z that 
any perſon who thinks me diſpoted to induige in petty caviis, or to 
enter into minute and verbal erideiſms, is very ignorant of the ſtate 
of my mind on the preſent occaſion. I fel that the preſent exiſis is 
the mol} important that ever occurred in the hiſtory of this country ; 
and, I folewnly declare, that my opinion, with reſpeQ to the el,arce 
of the future proſperity of this ifland, is more changed vitkin these 
z-77y-elgat hours than I could poſſibly have conceived at any ferwer 

If chere is any man, who at this moment is Citpe'ed te in- 
dulge in petty cavils, or enter into verbal eriticiſins on the Fre of 
allaits, he muſt feel but little regard for the weltare «+ the cc , 
or muſt feel leſs ſcrioufly than I do, with reſpect to the ſituaticn 7 
calamity into which ue have fallen. So ſtrong is the impreflicn «0 
my mind, that I, en che contrary, am apprehenſive, leſt I HH 
tedious to the Houſe, from the fericus tone I teel myſelf comte“ 
to aſſume, and my anxiety to impreſs upon thoſe who hear ne, te 
magnitude of the criſis, and the importance of the duty they te 
called to diſcharge to the country. Ihe principal object of dctate 
hitherto has been, how far we 61ght to enter into an inquiry Te- 
ſpecting the cireumſtances which refer to this new ſituation of 
affairs? A motion for the appointtrent of a Conrmittec of In- 
quiry has been made and adopted. Jo cis motion 1 only objected, 
that it did not make proviſion, that the powers of this Commitice 
ſhould be ſufficiently widely extended to nret all thoſe ol jects of 
inquiry which the neceſſity of the time ſuggeitee I ſhall very likely 
again be gold, that I am getting into verbal criticiſms ; but this is 
not a moment at which I ſhould feel myſelf juſti f to decline any 
duty, in order to avoid any petty objections. The object of the 
Committee, which has been moved for, befides inquirng into the 
ſtate of the Bank, which J put out of the queſtion, is to examine 
into the neceflity of confirming and continuing the Oner of 
Counzil. I conceive the duty aſſigned to this Committee to te far 
too narrow; they are not empowered to inquire into the cauſes witch 
produced the neceſſity, nor even into the actual exiſtence of the ne 
ceflity, on which the Order of Council is ſaid to have been founded, 
but only into the neeeffity of confirming and continuing that Order. 
Now there may be ſome who are of opinion, that no previous ne- 
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ceſlity exiſted to juſtify the publication of that Order. But, after 
the Order has been iſſued, however raſnly or improvidently, it may 
have become matter of abſolute neceitity to continue and confirm it: 
in conſequence of the meaſure adopted by Council, the ſituation of 
things may now be ſuch, that even before we examine into the ne- 
effity that produced the Order, it may be dangerous to ſuſpend its 
operation. There were many gentlemen who were laſt night of 
opinion, that the conſideration of the exiſting neceſſity was ſo en- 
rely ſeparate from the inveſtigation of the cauſes that had produced 
ir, and of ſo much greater urgency, that it ought to be allowed the 
preference with reſpect to priority of diſeuſũon. I can by no means 
zoree that theſe are two objects of conſideration entirely ſeparate 
but it was not attempted to be denied by any gentleman, that it was 
the duty of this Houſe to inquire into the cauſes that produced the 
neceſſitv. On the contrary, it was generally felt to be an indiſpen- 
able duty to undertake this inquiry, and it is only necetfary for me 
o refer to the unanimous reſolution paſſed for this purpoſe ; but 
though there are none who deny the propriety of inveſtigation, there 
ae ſome who poſſibly may object to the fitneſs of the time at which 
It is attempted to be brought forward. The more I have turacd 
my mind to conſider the point, the more firmly am I convinced that 
an inquiry, ſuch as I now propoſe, cannot be delayed without 
danger. But if it be the opinion of the Committee that the Order 
of Council ſhould be confirmed and continued, and the neceſſity for 
this reſolution has ariſen merely from the fact that ſuch an Order 
las been itTued, then might we hope that this unprecedented fitu- 
nion of calamity might be of ſhorter continuance; but if the Order 
o Council was called for by the exigence .of the day ; if it has, 
Indeed, ariſen from the preſſure of ſtrong and irreſiſtible circum- 
ances ; fo long as we remain ignorant of the cauſes which have 
led to this dreadful fituation, we can only apply temporary pallia- 
lives for the evil, and by no means adopt any proper or efficient re- 
medy for the embarraſſed ſtate of the country. If it has ariſen 
tom the improvidence of financial arrangements, and from an- 
normous and unprincipled ſyſtem of public expenditure, then the 
remedy is certain; but if, on the other hand, what 1 moſt ſinecrely 
leprecate, for it is better that individuals ſhould be guilty, than that 
lie country ſhould be ruined,) it had, indeed, ariſen from a real 
late of financial and commercial embarraſſment, which, from un- 
K9idable cauſes, has been progreſſively going on, and has now ar- 
med at that deſperate pitch, that the meaſure adopted by the Coun- 
al could no longer be deferred; then, though the proſpect will be 
Mcancholy for the country, individuals mult be acquitted from any 
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ſhare of criminality. In this latter caſe, it will be incumbent 
upon the country to conſider the whole ſtate of its policy, to review 
the ſyſtem which has been purſued for many years, and to adopt a 
very different ſyſtem for its future proceedings: it will then be ne- 
ceſſary that the whole conduct of this Houfe, and the whole prin- 
ciple of legiſlation, ſhould aſſume a different form. 
ampled diſtreſs has proceeded from neglect or abuſe, from the care- 
leſſneſs of thoſe who ſhould have guarded againſt encroackment, 
and the criminality of thoſe at the head of affairs, we muſt then for 
a remedy recur to our former principles, and endeavour to reſtore 
the vigilant policy and the pure adminiſtration of former periods; 
but if this calamity ariſes from the magnitude of the national debt, 
and from the rapid degree in which it has increaſed above the means 
of the country, we muſt then adopt a principle of conduct accom- 
modated to this new fituation in our affairs. 
that do not admit of delay; they call for immediate and ſerious diſ- 
caſſion : ſuch is my conviction of the importance of the criſis, that 
I am perſuaded that, by the meaſures that ſhall be adopted within 
theſe three weeks, the fate of the country muſt be decided. 
caſe, it will only be neceſſary to reform thoſe abuſes which have been 
ſuffered to creep in by neglect, till they have produced this enor- 
In the other, it will be neceſſary to re- 
ſort to a new ſyſtem, and to make proviſion for an evil of ſuch mag- 
nitude, as it is ſcarcely poſſible to contemplate with equanimity. In 
either caſe it is important to inſtitute an immediate inquiry, in order 
that we may be qualified to judge of our ſituation, and adopt mea- 
It is now my intention to move for a 
Committee of Inquiry for the purpoſes I have mentioned. 
bably a Committee of the whole Houſe will not, in this inſtance, be 
In my opinion, indeed, the more public 
the inquiry, the better will it anſwer the object for which it is in- 
But there are, perhaps, ſome circumſtances connected 
with the inveſtigation, which might not be deemed proper to be 
I do not, however, mean to propoſe that the 
Committee ſhall be choſen by ballot, but that the Members who 
ſhall be appointed to compoſe it be named to this Houſe, There 
are certainly ſeveral inſtances of Committees having been choſen 
But, in the preſent inſtance, I do 
not reſt on the authority of a few precedents, but on a circumſtance 
which appears to me to carry ſome weight, with a view to the inveſt- 
gation I have now propoſed. An opinion has certainly gone abroad 
in the country, that a great majority of the Houſe of Commons fe. 
poſe an unlimited confidence in the preſent Miniſters. I 
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that ſuch a ſuſpicion is well founded, but it is undoubtedly generally 
prevalent. Now if ſuch be the ſurmiſe that a great majority of 
this Houſe have ſo ſtrong a partiality for Miniſters, and ſhew an 
uniform diſpoſition to delegate to them their duties and their con- 
ſcience, in order to counteract this ſuſpicion, it is better that the 
Members of the Committee ſhall be openly named in the Houſe, 
than appointed by the influence of ballot. If it be thought neceſ- 
ary, let it be debated whether the Members who are named are 
proper perſons to fit on the Committee. A point of this fort has 
been debated in a former inſtance, and has even occaſioned a divi- 
fon, If it be the opinion of Miniſters that their friends only 
ſhould be members of the Committce, let them expreſs that opinion 
by vote, and not regulate the appointment by the influence of ballot. 
We ſhall then be able to judge from the proceedings in this Houſe, 
and according to the names that we ſhall find to be adopted or re- 
jected, what expectation we may form from the deciſion of the 
Committee. Mr. Fox then moved, “ That a Committee be ap- 
pointed to inquire into the cauſes which have produced the Order of 
Council,” 

General WALPOLE roſe to ſecond the motion. The beſt way, 
in his opinion, to reſtore the public credit, was to give confidence to 
the people, which could only be by a removal of thoſe Miniſters, 
whoſe ruihous and ill-concerted ſchemes had been the cauſe of the 
preſent embarraſſments. The Order in the Council was ſaid to 
have been iſſued upon the exigencies created by an extravagant and 
Il-founded alarm. It was of importance to inquire, then, who 


: nere the authors of this alarm, and this would require but little re- 
6 ſearch to aſcertain ; for who did not know that it had been created 
i by Miniſters themſclves* He recollected, though he was not pre- 
55 ſent at the debate, that when the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
ame to the Houſe demanding additional aid to the Emperor, he 
be fated that he had poſitive information that the enemy meditated an 
1 ivaſion of ſome part of His Majeſty's dominions. What was till 
6 "ic ſtrange, this proclamation, iſſued upon an occaſion to which 


Ks: alarm had given riſe, was ſigned by the greateſt alarmiſts in the 
* Kingdom, the Lord Chancellor, the Secretary of State, the Firſt 
00 Lord of the Admiralty, Lord Fitzwilliam No; he aſked his 
* pardon ; Lord Fitzwilliam alone had acted eonſiſtently with his prin- 
1 apices, Neither did he ſee the name of his right honourable friend, 
"ad the Secretary at War; and he believed that he had kept back be- 
- auſe he was aſhamed of its contents. He hoped that this was but 
fo a prelude to bis right honourable friend again coming over to that 
| ide of the Houſe, which, when he did, he ſhould ſet as high a value 
Vor. I. . 
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upon his political, as he now did upon his private friendſhip. There MW take 
was one argument for the Committee propoſed by Mr. Fox which {MW found 
appeared to him to be unan{werable ; it was, that in the tranſaRion with 1 
there were two parties, the Bank and Adminiftration. It vas W. 
agreed on all hands that no blame attached to the Bark; it followed Ml difierc 
of courſe, therefore, that it muſt lie with the Miniſters. Upon this the m 
ground, as well as upon thoſe which had been fo ably ſtated by Mr, object 
Fox, he ſeconded the motion for a Committce. the id 
Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, in the view wliich he ſhould ta; WM on the 
of this queſtion, it would not be neceſſary to go into the topics cauſes 
urged by the brave and gallant Officer u ho ſeconded the motion. claim 
What he had ſaid did not appear to him to be relevant to the guei. Ml bell fr 
tion, or much connected with the matter in difcuſſion. One argy- the He 


ment uſed by the honourable General ſeemed to him extremely fn. nece. 
gular, and no lefs ſo the conſequences which he deduced from it. meafur 
The honourable General ſeemed very much ſurprized that any He nec 
thofe Members who profeſſed themſelves alarmed when they con. proceed 
ceived the Country and its Conftitution in danger, ſhould ever led u 
afterwards ſign any complaint of an ill- founded alarm. It had been The du 
faſhionable to call certain gentlemen © Alarmiſts,” and theſe gen. Miedts 
tlemen were ſuppoſed to have ated upon a groundleſs alarm: in able ger 
this view of the matter, there might be ſome ground for the honour. Pittce 1 
able General's ſurprize. But, ſurely, if gentlemen once had con- ne pro 
cei ved there were grounds of ſerious appreheniion, and had aRed in and ano 
conſequence of ſuch conviction, it did not follow that they were not lity of t 
to complain when they thought they ſaw an untounded and exap provinec 
gerated alarm prevailing, It was the firſt time he ever heard thay "<cellity 
they were to forfeit all title to provide againſt alarm which was il Were n: 
founded, becauſe they had before conceived there did exiſt a good had inve 
ground of aprehenſion. The inconſiſtency of ſuen conduct va the Ban 
not apparent to him. the order 
The right honourable gentleman had ſuppoſed the alarm muſt h uſes, 

ill-founded, becauſe he, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, ha ning tl 
ſaid that there was reaſon for apprehenſion ; was not this the fad Went, or 
He had ſtated to the Houſe that there were reaſons to apprehen If by 
the enemy would attempt to invade ſome part of the kingdom donourab 
what part, he did not profeſs to know: and farther ſtated, that 1 
believed, by exertions, we were fully capable of reſiſting with effec 6 ſaw x 
any ſuch attempt, ſhould they be capable of waking it. He hg er one 
alſo, in common with his colleagues, endeavoured to ſtimulate th * Com 
country to thoſe exertions which would give it ſecurity, and tak ject, { 
away all cauſe of alarm. But did it follow, that while they e 1 
mitte 


making cxertions againſt alarm, well founded, they were not 
2 
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take any precaution againſt any degree of alarm, however ill- 
founded? This was the ground upon which they were charged 
with inconſiſtency. 

With regard to the queſtion propoſed by the motion itſelf, the 
difference of opinion was more in the time and mode of adopting 
the meaſure, than in the thing itfelf. He did not riſe ſo much to 
object to the propricty of a general inquiry, as he did to combat 
the idea of a neceſſity of enlarging the powers of the Committee, 
on the notion that they were not empowered to inquire into the 
cauſes which produced the neceſſity. He begged diſtinctly to diſ- 
claim any ſuch idea. He appealed to the Houte, whether in what 
tell from him yeſterday, he did not as diſtinctly diſclaim it. If 
the Hoaſe would recollect, every part of his argument went to ſtate 
a neceſſity for inquiring into the cauſes, as well for taking the 
WT meaſure, as into the propriety of its continuance. He only urged 
de neceſſits of the firſt point in priority of time, that they might 
WJ proceed immediately to that object, which could not ſafely be de- 
bed while they gave the neceſſary inveſtigation to the other parts. 
uc duty attached to that Committee he conceived to embrace both 
objects of inquiry, and what was now propoſed by the right honour- 
able gentleman was a part of their duty; therefore, if another Com- 
nice were appointed, there would be one Committee examining 
tie propriety of continuing the meaſure of the Privy Council, 
and another for the examination of the cauſes producing the neceſ- 
ty of the meaſure. In his opinion, the whole ought to be the 
province of the ſame Committee. As to the cauſes producing the 
neceſſity, he thought the queſtion, upon that point, would*fall much 
wvore naturally within the province of the ſame Committee who 
bad inveſtigated the propricty of the order, upon the examination of 
de Bank affairs. hen they had done that, the next point in 

the order of time was, the more minute inveſtigation of the remote 
Hl uſes. This would be done from all the variety of ſourees con- 


WM fi0ing the authorities, either from the offices of Executive Govern- 


q ment, or otherwiſe. 


If by the appointment of a Committee, as propoſed by the right 


a dbonourable gentleman, no poſſible time could be gained, he did not 


be any reaſon why it ſhould not be referred to the ſame Committee. 
a He ſaw no reaſon why one Committee ſhould be appointed to con- 
der one part of the ſubject, and another another; or that becauſe 
Ne Committee had gone through an inquity upon one part of the 
Wjce, they had therefore diſqualified themſelves to judge of the 
coy nainder. The ſerutineers had not returned the names of the 


t Cmmittce which they had balloted for ; but they had appeared 
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to the Houſe worthy of having an important and ſolemn truſt re. 
poſed in them; and unleſs they proved, by their conduct, that they 
were not deſerving of that confidence, he was at a loſs to conceive 
what objection could be made to entruſting them with the whole 
inquiry. Gentlemen ſeemed particularly anxious about this part of 
the ſubject, and indeed it appeared the only part upon which there 
was any difference of opinion. But it was difficult to difeuſs it, 
conſiſtently with the order of the Houſe. The cuſtom of chooſing 
Secret Committees by ballot was a meaſure frequently reſorted 
to by our anceſtors, and formerly had been acted upon with 
very few exceptions, though he admitted that, in latter times, 
there had been ſome exceptions. It was perfectly well known, 
that there always had exiſted party differences in that Houſe, 
and obvious reaſons muſt immediately ſuggeſt themſelves to gentle. 
men to juſtify the practice which had formerly been eſtadlithed, 
He really felt himſelf at a loſs how to argue this part of the queſ- 
tion ; bur he would appeal to the Houſe, at leaſt to thoſe who were 
diſpoſed to judge candidly of what he ſaid, whether he was not cor- 
rect in what he had faid. It appeared to him not to be the moſt 
proper mode of appointing a Committee, to mention gentlemen in- 
dividually by name, and to have debates upon the propriety of every 
individual being appointed - this - muſt lead to diſcuſſions of a na- 
ture that the Houſe, he was ſure, would wiſh to avoid, and that 
would not be conſiſtent with the dignity of their charaQer. But then 
the right honourable gentleman aſked, © Are all the perſons who 
are to be appointed, to be gentlemen in the habits of voting vith 
Adminiſtration?” He had before ſtated the difficulty of ſpeaking 
upon this ſubjedt; but certainly there might be perſons whoſe ſenſe 
of public duty led them to ſuppoſe that the views of one ſet of men 
were better, and, conſequently, more deſerving of ſupport, than the 
views and objects of another. Perſons certainly entertained parti 
cular attachments to different parties, and might, in ſo doing, act 
conſcientiouſly. Gentlemen might entertain ſyſtematic opinions 
that the ſafety of the country depended upon its affairs being con- 
ducted by one ſet of men, and, in conſequence of that opinion, 
might give them ſyſtematic ſupport ; but it did not from thence 
follow, that they had given up the power of judging for themſelves 
There were gentlemen who as ſyſtematically thought ill of Admi 
niſtration, and as ſyſtematically oppoſed them; he admitted the 
latter might act fairly, and hoped it was not too much to ſay, thi 
the former might do ſo too. The Minority might entertain unt 
vourable opinions of the Majority, and certainly the Majority hal 
a right to entertain as bad opinions of them. When queſtions & 
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inquiry aroſe, there might be differences of opinion as to the mode 
of effecting it. He faw no reaſon why the inquiry ſhould be ex- 
eluſive; but, on the other hand, he ſaw no reaſon why thoſe who 
were in oppoſition to the meaſure, ſhould have more weight in the 
Committee than thoſe who were on the other ſide. 
Was it objectionable in a Committee, that it was probable that, 
generally ſpeaking, they would be of one way of thinking? He 
ſur no reaſon why the Minority had any right to ſet up views of 
party againſt a Majority, or to ſuppoſe that the Public had not, at 
leaſt, as good an opinion of the latter as they had of the former. He 
was not aware that the mode of chufing a Committee by ballot was 
WT unfair ; but he certainly could never give his conſent to the ap- 
WH pointment of a new Committee, merely for the purpoſe of eanvaſing 

names in the Houſe. He did not imagine gentlemen would think 
ef propoſing to chuſe a Committee, as parties do arbitrators and 
. W referces ; and particularly where it was neceſſary that the arbitrators 
eon both fides ſhould be equal. He had thought it neceffary to ſay 
dus much upon this propoſal, to which he certainly could not give 
{WH his aſſent. As to the inquiry itſelf, it was a matter of indifference 
- bohim at what time the Committee was appointed; it ſeemed to 
lim to be a matter of no conſequence ; but he thought it would be 


- WT :dvantageous that the other inquiry ſhould be finiſhed firſt ; when 


it WT that was accompliſhed, he faw no objection to the inquiry now pro- 
np; but he did fee objection to its being determined on now; 
„ua he faw much objection to the manner in which it was propoſed 
th o appoint the Committee : therefore, if the Houſe felt as he did, 
bey would object to the appointment of the Committee as now 
propoſed z but not to the inquiry, or to its being conducted by the 
Committee now appoin!..d, 

Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, that the mode of inquiry which the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer now propoſed, was preciſely that 
which was ſuggeſted by the amendment which he had moved, and 
which was rejected laſt night. The right honourable gentleman 
had aſſerted the dignity of the Houſe with much warmth ; and here 
he was permitted to retort upon him ; but his ſpeech was ſo barren 
of argument, that it nced only be repeated to appear ridiculous. 
Mr. Sheridan admitted, that the mode of appointing Committees 
by ballot was a good one at firſt, but it was now become one of 
oe good rules and good practices, which are ſo often converted 
into maſks of impoſture and abuſe. The right honourable gentle- 
man affected to treat a public canvas for a Committee as abſurd 
and indecent. But he might have recollected, that he himſelf had 
courſe to that abſurd and indecent mode of appointing a Com- 
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mittee at a very critical period (the time of the Regency). He would 
now aſk him, why at that time he gave into ſuch abſurdity, and 
induced the Houſe to act in a manner ſo unbecoming its dignity ? 
It was becauſe at that time he knew the caſe to be delicate and nice, 
and that the country would not have been ſatisfied with a balloted 
Committee, which they knew to be a Jury packed by Miniſters, 
to ſcrve the purpoſes which they had in view. The right honour- 
able gentleman aſked, why they could object to a Committee whoſe 
names they did not know? What could the right honourable gen- 
tleman ſay if he ſhould aſſert that their names were known, and that 
ſeveral Members, who got Treaſury liſts put into their hands at the 
door of the Houſe, went away in diſguſt. He could not be per- 
mitted, by the forms of the Houſe, poſitively to ſay who would be 
on the liit of the Committee, but he ſhould merely mention who, 
in his opinion, would be proper perſons, and whoſe names, he 
would venture to predict, would appear on the lift to be given in 
the courſe of an hour. If, however, that liſt agreed with his pre- 
diction, he preſumed it would hardly be contended that he was 
ſuch a prophet as to be able to tell the chances of a fair ballet. 
The names were very reſpectable, and it was neceſſary that they 
ſnauld be fo, in order to give a colour to the bulinels. Mr. dhett- 
dan then read the names cn his 1171 as follows: 

Sir John Scott - a very reſpeat le name. | 

Iſaac Hawkins Browne, Ef. —a v-ry proper perſon. 

Charles Brazge, Eſq.— He will entertain the Committee vit 
critical remarks. 

John William A nderſon, Efq. 

John Pane, Efq. 

Thomas Grenville, Eſq. 

William Wilberforce, Eſq. 

Charles Grey, Eſq. very proper indeed. 

Sir John Mitford. 

William Hufley, Eſq. 

W. Wilberforce Bird, Efq. 

William Plumer, Eſq. 

Thomas —ͤ— up 

John Blackburne, Eſq. 

Thomas Berney Bramſton, Eſq. 

All very reſpectable gentlemen |! | 

He muſt obſerve, however, that in this liſt Miniſters had not 
preſerved the rules of proportion, for his fide of the Houſe were en 
titled to have five and a fraction. He did not charge the Chat 
cellor of the Exchequer with making out the liſt himſelf. Her 
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{aid Mr. Sheridan, I ſee the right honourable gentleman oppoſite 
(Mr. Dundas) ſmile, as if he would fay, “ No, my right honour- 
able friend, in the innocence of his heart, never ſuſpected ſuch a 
thing; but there are plenty around pertealy competent to the taſk.” 
With reſpeR to the queſtion itſelf, he was perfeQly indifferent whe- 
ther an inquiry was inſtituted or not, if another Committee was not 
appointed. An honourable General had endeavoured to account 
for the Secretary at War not ſigning the Order of Council ; he be- 
lieved that ir proceeded from the reflections it contained againſt the 
alarmiſts ; for he was ſo rooted an alarmiit himſelf, that he was 
ſure he could not believe that any of his tribe could act in a manner 
worthy of reprchenſion. He begged pardon of the Houſe for 
being jocular on fo grave a ſubject; but even amidſt the wreck of 
public credit, and on the brink of the country's ruin, it was impoſſi- 
ble not to laugh at the jugeling tricks and miſerable ſhifts to which 
Miniſters had recourſe to ſercen themſelves from puniſhment. 
The SECRETARY AT WAR ſaid, that, upon the preſent 
occation, the honourable gentleman, who had juſt ſat down, had 
reſorted to that expedient which it was his cuſtom on all queſtions 
| to introduce, that artifice which he ſo frequently diſplayed in order to 
: diſparage and to degrade the Houſe, he now attempted to reconcile 
to his purpoſcs. The object he had in view, however, was too ob- 
vious to eſcape detection. He cagerly ſeized upon praQtices which, 
n reality, required no diſguiſe, becauſe they contained nothing im- 
proper; he aſſumed, that corruption was the motive which muſt 
produce every meaſure ; he took the guilt for granted, and then 
ſought the matter of fact, in order to prove that the Houſe was 
corrupt, and to reduce Parliament in the eſtimation of the public. 
He thinks he has proved his cafe, when he has ſhown that the men 
who are to form the Committee are influenced by the opinions of 
thoſe with whom they have been accuſtomed to act. Such repre- 
ſentations as theſe, however, could not paſs with any man of under- 
ſanding. What foppery was it to adduce this as a charge of cor- 
ruption, when it was ſo well known that the ſame thing prevailed 
upon the other fide ! Why were not the opinions of thoſe whoſe 
conduct they generally approved to have the ſame weight with Mem- 
bers upon this fide of the Houſe as well as upon the other ? The 
ant of ſuperior purity, and the charge of corruption, was the 
manner in which the Minority had commonly thought proper to 
venge themſelves on the Majority. This was the cant by which 
they endeavoured to impoſe upon the public. The ſame charge 
Might be imputed to thoſe who compoſed the Minority, becauſe 
ley were guided by the direction of the right honourable gentle- 
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man oppoſite (Mr. Fox), a circumſtance which he did not Rate as 
a reproach. Muſt, then, the ſmaller number arrogate to themſelves 
the moſt perfect rectitude, and charge the Majority with the very 
worſt intentions? Surely it was a good modeſt pretenſion this. In 
fact, the charge of corruption againſt ſuch a body as the Houſe of 
Commons, was in itſelf abſurd and ridiculous. The number wh» 
could be ſuppoſed to act merely from their intereſt muſt be very few. 
Does the Houſe of Commons differ from the country at large in 
this reſpect? In places where influence could be leſs felt, the ſame 
character prevailed. Yet, take the majority of any extenlive ſo- 
ciety in different parts, take them in the city of London, and the 
ſame charge might be brought againſt their purity. It had ſome- 
times been uſed as an argument to prove the corruption of the 
Houſe, that Members who were monied men became ſubſcribers to 
public loans, deing that which no law prohibited, and what, though 
they had not been Nicmbers of the Houſe, they would have done. 
By ſuch repreſentations as theſe was the character of Parliament 
vilified, and its independence arraigned. With regard to what had 
fallen from his honourable friend (General Walpole), - he could not 
reply, as he could not, like his right honourable friend, ſo readily 
overcome the difficulty of anſwering what he had not heard. Various 
reaſons were aſſigned for his name not appearing at the Order of 
Council, to which it would not be expected that he ſhould reply. 
Becauſe he had once ſeen danger, was he always to be afraid; and 
becauſe he had once been, upon good grounds, alarmed, was he to 
feel alarm upon every occaſion, however exaggerated it might be? 
It was ſaid, that this ſide of the Houſe had now come into the mea- 
ſures of the other; but as their propoſals laſt night were ſo incon- 
ſiſtent and fo oppoſite, it was almoſt impoſſible that in ſhunning one 
extreme they ſhould not fall into another. 

Mr. GREY faid his honourable friend had been accuſed by the 
Secretary at war of vilifying the Houſe of Commons, and degrading 
it in public eſtimation. He wiſhed, however, that the riglit ho- 
nourable gentleman, wen he profeſſed himſelf ſo anxious for the 

ity and reputaticn of the Houſe of Commons, would attend to 
the qualities which were calculated to render it reſpeQable, and te 
juſtify its claim to veneration. The right honourable gentleman 
held it to be uſcful that the mode of ballot ſhould be ſo condudted 
as to be formed by miniſterial influence. He conceived it to be 
no diſgrace to.reccive inſtruction from Adminiſtration with regard 
to the names to be given in the liſts, in a ſituation of public affairs 
like the preſent, amidſt the unfortunate events with which we war 
ſurrounded, and conſidering the meaſures of Miniſters as the cas 
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to which they were to be aſcribed, when we viewed the unparalleled 
diſtreſs into which this country was plunged, Miniſters, upon the 
face of things, were charged with blame, and if the inveſtigation 
of fo ſerious a point was to be intruſted to a Committee, formed in 
uch a manner, it was not by the charge of his honourable friend, 

but by their own conduct, that the Houſe would be degraded. 

But it was ſaid that this was the common cant of minorities, and 
that oppoſition themſelves would act in the ſame manner were they 
placed in the ſame ſituation. But if upon this ſide of the Houſe 
they were deſirous to have influence with thoſe who thought fa- 
wurably of their principles, they would do it not by ſtealth but 
openly. If influenced, the public would then ſee how the Com- 
mittee was conſtituted, and might judge of its character. They 
omplained not that influence would produce its weight, though in 


arcumſtances ſo momentous as the preſent, it was to be lamented * 
that it exiſted ; but they complained that the Houſe of Commons 


ſhould diſplay ſuch readineſs to confide. Indeed it was moſt ſur- 


| jrizing that amidſt the difficulties which his miſcondu had oc 
t 


. Wfoned, the Miniſter could even venture to come forward and aſk 
„br confidence ; but it was more melancholy that Parliament ſhould 


lie openneſs of the proceedings, of the purity they ſhould have to 


lle would tell the right honourable gentleman, however, what 
proved the cry to be falſe and deceitful. When thoſe who are 
moſt loud again? abuſes, and moſt forward to arraign corruptions, 
heame their abetters and defenders ; when the right honourable 
gentleman, who had oppoſed fo ſtrenuoufly the meaſures of the 
eſent Miniſter, who had ſpurned his . dirty filth and dowlas, 


lis corruptions; then he would diſpute the fincerity of thoſe wha 
ud the language, and purſued the conduct which the right ho- 
zei wable gentleman had ſtigmatized. Such arts might be employed 
be e miſlead the people, but what could be thought of the virtue of a 
ard n who endeavoured to deſtroy all confidence in profeſſions by a 
2ics WY eneral charge againſt thoſe who ventured to expoſe corruption ? 
vere With regard to himſelf, he would ſay, and he wiſhed his words 0 
uſs 8 ſhould he ever attempt to deviate from his prin- 
OL. I, 4 Y 


xcede to the demand. What was worſt, too, in this mode of form- 
Ing the Committee, was, that it pretended to be fair, while it could 
any have the effect to delude. The farce of a ballot ought at 

eaſt to be laid afide, that the public might be able to judge, from 


ixpect, It was indeed not a little ſingular for the right honour- 


ble Secretary at War to object fo contemptuoufly that it was the 
ummon cant of minorities to charge the majority with corruption. 


Wntracted an intimate alliance with him, ſupported and extended 


_— —  D— 


1 - 
=P . rr 
— © . -_—- — @ 


— — — 
— * 
— 


— 

ge — 
— * 
— 


Low 4 
_ 3 - = 
A CS 
—-—- 7) — EIS — 
2 * 1 
222 Vn 4 — 
* — 4 7 
* —— k 
F EE 


— 
. . 

* . * 
— oy 


7 4 2 
2 0 . "4 — 
444K4«4 ͥ— a 2 Dn — — 
7 wo, oo - —_- 5 
9 CJ 2 


— 


Lud 1 
a — — 2 = 
N — 2 * — IR _— — — 
+ — 8 — — > : — * yo = - 12 — 37 - "= 4 — tilt! 4 - — E — 
2 2 4 1 5 $i” fs » „ 12 — — — o — Fe o 
*” A . * — 2 * 1 1 1 2 * —_— > _ $7 =...IF * ah 4 y p 2 
_ > — > Fn — — r yo * — 
0 _ wha — 5 : y = L . * 3 — * * ys — pa 
— * — 2 3 — —_— > —————_—_— —— — — -- — — — — — RW . "7 3 — > — = X - me 
— — * — — — — 1 — — - wh b * 2 — * 2 - — . — * 2 
— — — 75 25 1 2 8 * 2 4 IEG # - » 1%.» TP. — — Cox — ENT 8 = - „ SET = * 8 
2 2 . — - — —— Na * — by 2 
a _— 5 uy Se © —_— — < - — p l 0 —— — — — 2 — — — 5 — I IT — A _ 
— 6 — = . 3 — — . — — = 4 = —— = 6 
"2 7 z 1 2 A - _— A — N paſs 4 — — — — — — - 
* ad + 4 — 1 — — 4 17 => as _— — - — = — — 


n 


= 
— Gs 5 
<a - ED 
» 2 » — 
= 0 xm 2 2 > * . MASS 2 LEE 
= — — J r > - 


> 3 * 
9 3 
— 2 
8A 
— — 
ry 


— * - Sr 
- * 
Ei” 2 — 
»» os [ Re 
re 
+ - WS £4 
8 
1 
5 5 
— 
9242 
N _— 


714 PARLIAMENTARY 


ciples, that with the corruptions of the preſent Government he 
would hold no communion, and if he thought his right honourable 
friend, (Mr. Fox) in office, capable of maintaining the abuſes at pre- 
ſent prevailing, he would no longer afford him his ſupport. There 
was no falvation for the country but a complete inveſtigation of the 
cauſes by which we were reduced to our preſent ſituation. There 
co * be no renovation of public credit without a removal of the 
cauſes which had affected its deſtruction. To accompliſh theſe 
objects, the moſt exact economy and the moſt extenfive retrench- 
ments were required. The influence of the Crown muſt be di- 
miniſhed ; places which wer: not eſſential to the purpeſes of Go- 
- vernment muſt be aboliſhed ; and above all, and without which, 
nothing could be effectual, a reform in the repreſentation muſt be 
introduced. He knew the uſe which would be made of this decla- 
ration; but he was not afraid to utter his ſentiments, nor was he 
concerned for the conſequences which might be drawn from his 
candour. Till he had by his own deed forfeited his claim to con- 
fidence by a dereliction of+his principles, he was entitled to the cre- 
dit of ſincerity, It was faid by the right honourable gentleman, 
was it not natural that thoſe who had ſyſtematically ſupported the 
meaſures of Adminiſtration, had given them confidence, ſhould feel 
the influence which this circumſtance would produce ? He would 
ſay, on the contrary, that it was unnatural and monſtrous that they 
ſhould feel this influence in favour of the Miniſter. If public at- 
fairs had continued to move in a courſe of glory and proſperity, it 
credit had remaincd unimpaired, it the Bank of England had nut 
ſtopped payment, and Government committed an act of bank- 
ruptey, then they might have given without a bluſh their ſupport to 
the Miniſter. But after he had led. us from one diſaſter to another, 
to the very brink of ruin, could he call for, could he expect our 
confidence * Miniſters ſtood arraigned as having deſtroyed the pub- 
lic proſperity. They might obtain an acquittal ; but it was right, 
it was decent, that the tribunal ſhould be ſo conſtituted as to give 
weight to a ſentence of acquittal. For this purpoſe, then, ballst 
was not the mode of proceeding. The neceſlity of an inquiry v3 
not denied. The right honourable gentleman, defeated laſt nig 
by the reſolution of the Houſe, had now found that, though the in. 
quirics were ſeparate, they might be referred to the ſame Cam 
mittee ; though laſt night he had denied equally the connection 
between the ſubjects and the poſſibility of referring them to of 
Committee. But in his opinion the beſt way would be to tcſe 
de conſideration of the firſt point to one Committee, and the 7 
- - veſtigation of the cauſes to another, far there was nothing © pie 
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rent them from proceeding at the ſame time without inconvenience. 
Upon the meaſures adopted for the next three weeks, the proſperity, 
nay the exiſtence, of the country depended. How could they ex- 
not to retrieve our ſituation without inveſtigating the cauſes of the 
diſorder ? The neceſſity of a ſpeedy and thorough inquiry was then 
moſt urgent. His honourable friend had juſtly complained, that 


Maxcn 1:] 


thoſe who were ſo eager to propagate alarms ſhould be offended that 


they were exaggerated. Such had been the ſyſtem of Miniſters 
every ſeſſion for ſome time paſt, and ſuch extravagant and groundleſs 
alarm had been the foundation of ſome oppreſſive meaſures. At the 
beginning of the preſent ſeſſion, the ſpeech from the throne an- 
nounced the alarm of invation ; Miniſters held forth the dangers 
as threatening, and then paſſed the troubleſome and oppreſſive acts 
which were intended to put the country in a ſtate of defence. They 
propagated the alarm with activity, üll at length the actual attempt 
had excited a real alarm and uneafineſs. The alarm raiſed by Mi- 
niſters had taken an unfortunate direction, and became too ſerious. 
While it was only meant to induce the people to throw themſelves 
more implicitly upon the preſent Adminiſtration, it had turned the 
attention of the people to a conſideration of their ſafety, which pro- 
duced a diſtruſt of Government. Feeling therefore, as he did, the 
importance and the urgency of our preſent ſituation, he ſhould vote 
for a ſeparate Committce to inveſtigate, to their remoteſt * 
the cauſes which had produced the act of Council. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE roſe to vindicate the dignity and con- 
hitency of the majority of the Houſe, from the aſperſions thrown 
out againſt them by gentlemen who were in favour of the motion. 
They had, indeed, mixed ridicule with declamation to attain their 
purpoſe ; but he would aſk, what force could ſuch aſperſions have, 
coming from gentlemen who had changed from day to day, from 
month to month, and from year to year? It certainly came with 
an ill grace from them to charge the Houſe with corruption; they 
who on all occaſions abuſed the laſt Parliament, and gave the pre- 
ſent one pretty ſtrong reaſons to judge what report it might hereafter 
receive from them. If Government, as was reported, had ac- 


| tally offered the liſts of Members proper to be balloted for, and 


gentlemen, in conſcquence of that meaſure, either approved-bf or 
altered them, was not that proceeding right? He had altered the 
Me preſented to himſelf, and had thus exerciſed his right, and 


followed bis duty, not with a flaviſh acquieſcence, but with his 


own diſcretion and judgement. Such a charge was peculiarly , ill 

limed, and came” very aukwardly from the gentlemen oppoſite, 

ho had then lifts paſſing between them expreſsly to the ſame in- 
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tent. He did not perfectly agree with both ſides on the object of 
the motion, but he would fay that it became the country to inquire 
what retrenchments and ſavings might be made; and no perſon, he 
was convinced, would rejoice more at ſuch a proceeding than the 
Chancellor of. the Exchequer. - The opinion of the public was held 
out as agiinſt the ſenſe of the majority of the Houſe, though the 
fact was directly oppoſite. He recollected that ſuch arguments were 
applied to him in 1783, and 84, in go, and 96, yet when he re- 
turned to his conſtitucnts, inſtead of finding the ſentiments of the 
people againſt him, the abſolute reverſe was maniteſt. In the ac- 
tual ſtate of the country and of the world, it was impoſſible not 
to be expoſed to ſome evils, notwithſtanding the utmoſt wiſdom of 
any Adminiſtration. But from the very outſet of the war, much 
of the public calamity was owing to the conduct of oppoſition, and 
to the conduct of thoſe who had proceeded to lengths which the op- 
poſition would not avow. _ 
Mr. CUR WEN ſaid, that thoſe who arraigned others of incon- 
ſiſteney and corruption, ſhould look to their own conduct, and not 
get up as volunteers to accuſe others, while they themſelves were 
liable to the ſame accuſations. Had a lift been brought to him, 
in order to influence or direct his choice in nominating a Committee, 
he ſhould regard it as, an inſult, and think himſelf unworthy of his 
ſituation, if he liſtened to any influence but his own judgement. 
The cauſe we had now to ſupport, called for and required the 
united exertions of every man in the Houſe and in the nation; 
and the aſpect of the times was ſuch, that he, for one, felt himſclf 
compelled to ſupport the Miniſter, not from any approbation of 
his political principles and conduct, which he never could approve, 
but becauſe nothing elſe was now left to be done by any gentleman 
who had a ſtake in the country. He was the laſt man whom his 
judgement would prompt him to ſupport ; but from his love for 
his country, and. for what remained of its Conſtitution, he would 
not embarraſs him. His ſituation now was ſuch, that the people 
could no longer place any confidence in him, from the oppreſſive- 
neſs of his meaſures, and the multiplied burdens with which he 
wantonly loaded them. He was unable to guide the affairs of the 
nation, eſpecially in theſe trying times; and this Mr. Curwen at 
firmed to be his moſt conſcientious opinion. The repeated alarms 
he had ſpead through the country, had damped its ſpirit and clouded 
its hopes; its energies were gone, and there remained no ſpring to 
give. His ſituation he looked on as by no means enviable ; and 
had he (Mr. Curwen) the abilities and ambition of the right bo- 
. nourable. gentleman (Mr. Pitt), he would not accept the ſituation 
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he how held under the feelings he muſt experience ; no: though 
for the endurance of ſuch feelings, he were to have the fee ſimple 
of all his emoluments for life. Neither could he think that the 
right honourable gentleman (Mr. Fox), would at preſent aſpire to 
that ſituation ; if he did, he truſted that, contrary to the uſual 
practice of Minifters, he would perform, when in power, the je 
miſes which he made while in oppoſition. 
The preſent ſtate of the country called for a man great enough 
to ſpurn and to deſtroy the means uſually reſorted to by Miniſters ; 
a taſk which, he truſted, that right honourable gentleman would 
not ſhrink from. We ought no longer to deceive the country, but 
eo fairly into an inquiry that may heal its wounds ; but that in- 
quiry muſt be ſpcedily inſtituted—if a moment be loſt, it may be 
irretrievable, and we are loſt for ever. 
The MASTER.OF THE ROLLS ſpoke againſt the motion. 
He was of opinion that it would be extremely wrong to appoint a 
ſecond Committee, during the fitting of that which the Houſe had 
| WH juſt 2ppointed. After that Committee had made their report, if 
the Houſe ſhould then think it neceſſary to move an inſtruction 
„o them, to inquire into the cauſes of the neeeſſity of ifluing the 
„Order of Council, it might be done. If it was thought neceſſary 
so appoint another Committee for that purpoſe, then it would be 
a time enough, at preſent he thought it extremely i improper. He 
was alſo decidedly i in favour of a ballot in preferancs to an open 
nomination. 

Mr. SEWELL thought that the Committee ſhould diſtinguiſh 
between the remote and immediate cauſe. of the neceſſity of the 
Order of Council. He underſtood the right honourable gentleman 
was ready to accede to the preſent motion. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT obſerved, that he had not expreſſed any 
readineſs to accede to the motion, as the honourable gentleman 
ſeemed to underſtand him. Certainly not! He merely ſtated his 
readineſs to accede to the propoſition, that tha Committee ſhould 
take the ſubject into conſideration, though not in a diſtictet and 
ſeparate manner. | 

Mr. SEWELL explained. ; 

Mr. POLLEN roſe and ſpoke as follows : | 

* Mr. Speaker, I cannot but think it a moſt lamentable cir- 
cumſtance, that the very precious time of this Houſe ſhould be con- 


dilities to examine, and virtue to determine, on circumſtances which 
may come before them. Good God, Sir, ſhall it go out into the 
Forld, that after ſuch n:anes have been Tecited to us, as an konour- 


ſumed in diſcuſſing, whether fifteen Members of its body poſſeſs 
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able Member predicted would be the appointed Committee, any 
ſuſpicion ſhould attach to them? Nay, even an honourable gen- 
tleman, who has ſpoken with great energy from the floor, (Mr, 
Grey,) has not ventured to arraign their reſpectability. If, then, 
talents are not denied, and integrity not impeached, what other qua- 
lities would gentlemen wiſh to belong to a Committee? Now, Sir, 
I cannot but confeſs that my opinion (in which I may very eaſily be 
miſtaken) is, that the right honourable the Chancellor of the Ex. 
chequer has directly and diametrically differed from his conduct laſt 
night but I do not pretend to inquire into the reaſons of any man's 
alteration of opinion ; ſuffice it that it is altered for the better— 
I do therefore, for myſelf and my conſtituents, moſt fincerely thank 
him for aſſenting to the Inquiry into the cauſes of the Order of 
Council” being referred to the Committee already appointed, which 
is what I voted for laſt night. I am ſure it will eaſe my mind, 
and, I truſt, it will the minds of my conſtituents ; and I repeat 
with pleaſure, that I have no fear leſt the reſult of that inquiry 
ſhould not be honourable to His Majeſty's Miniſters, and the condud 
of it creditable to the Committee.” | . 

Lord HAWKESBURY declared, that he oppoſed the amendment 
moved the night before, from a conviction that jt went to inſtitute 
an inquiry into the remote, not the proximate cauſes of the Order of 
Council. He ſhould vote againft the motion, as two Committees 
were perfectly uſeleſs. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that it was not eaſy- to define what 
were remote, and what proximate cauſes. This muſt be referred 
to the diſcretion of a Committee. 

Mr. NICHOLLS faid, he would trouble the Houſe with 2 
fingle obſervation. It had been ſtated by the Secretary at War, 
that when a Committee was to be elected by ballot, liſts, containing 
the names of perſons proper to be returned on that Committee 
had been uſually diſtributed with the privity of the Miniſter ; Mr. 
Nicholls ſaid, he did not mean to examine whether that uſage was 
proper or improper. But he deſired the Miniſter to conſider the 
fituation in which he ſtood. He had adviſed His Majeſty to iſſue 
an Order of Council, which the Attorney General had the preced- 

ing evening declared to be illegat : and, indeed, it would have been 
ſtrange if the Attorney General had not declared it to be illegal 
for by that Order of Council His Majeſty's Miniſter had directed 
the Bank of England, acting as the agent of the nation, to pa) the 
dividends to the national creditors in paper, not to pay thoſe a 
dends which the Nation had contracted to pay. He was to juſtif 
this meaſure to the ſatisfaction of his Country. If he was unk 
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to give the Country ſatisfaQion on this ſubject, he could not remain 
the Miniſter. He put it to the conſideration of the Miniſter him- 
ſelf, whether the Country would be ſatisfied with an acquittal by a 
Committee nominated by the Miniſter himſelf? 
| Mr. WINDHAM remarked, that as lifts had been circulated 
| on doth ſides, objections of that nature ought to have little weight. 
Doctor LAWRENCE began by obſerving, that he had endea- 
voured to chaſtiſe his own feelings, and ſubdue every prejudice and 
paſſion, before he ventured to look coolly and firmly at the awful 
fate of the country. His chief object was to conſider the preſent 
ftuarion of affairs diſpaſſionately, and in an unbiaſſcd manner. 
With that view he came to the Houſe, and he was happy to ac- 
knowledge that the way in which the right honourable gentleman 
(Mr. Fox) had introduced the ſubject matter of his motion was fair, 
candid, and in no reſpect painful to his feelings: yet he could not 
avoid ſaving, that they were conſiderably affected by the violent de- 
damation uſed by ſome gentlemen who followed him, and by the 
laughter which the remarks of an honourable gentleman had pro- 
duced in diſcuſſing a topic which required peculiar delicacy and 
gravity, at a period ſo momentous to the public welfare. It ap- 
peared to him, that, after the Report of the Committee ſhould be 
2 received, an inquiry might be properly made into the cauſes ſtated 
in the motion. But the neceſſity of ſuch a proceeding was then, in 


__ point of view whatever, of a preſſing nature, and to purſue it to 
at great extent, when other important conſiderations called for the 

1 attention of the Committee, would be both dangerous and with- 
en ont utility. The gentlemen on the other ſide imputed ſiniſter mo- 
15 tives to Adminiſtration, and to the Majority of the Houſe in the 
1 nomination of the Members of the Select Committee, yet at the 
* fame time they readily admitted that the Members named were all 


men of the greateſt reſpectability. Since ſuch was the effect of the 
Mir, BY opt motives which were attributed to Miniſters, he was happy 
to declare that he would ever cheriſh that corruption which pro- 
the duced ſuch valuable conſequences. If ſo groſs a practice of villify- 
ce i che integrity and dignity of the Houſe were introduced and per- 

mitted, it would ultimately tend to annihilate them. The conſe- 
4 quences were of a moſt ſerious nature to a deliberate aſſembly, and 


part, give a vote on blind, but on general and well-founded confi- 

dence, He thought it neceffary to advert to another topic, in 

which he felt himſelf peculiarly intereſted. The name of Earl 

Fitzwilliam had been mentioned by an honourable gentleman, 

It was a noble and venerable name, and he agreed in the fulleſt 
L 8 


vent to deſtroy the very effence of it. He ſhould not, for his 
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manner to the eulogium which had been paſſed on it. But why 
introduce that name, becauſe it had not been ſigned to the Order 
of Council? The alarm was, in his opinion, juſtly felt. It was 
arralarm that looked with a ſteady eye and laudable perſeverance to 
prevention, and to councils of vigour. He ſhould therefore wiſh 
to know from what part of that Nobleman's conduct it could be 
inferred, that he would not have put his name to the Order? 
Doctor Lawrence concluded by declaring, that he ſhould vote againſt 
the motion. | 


[Commoxs, 


— 


Mr. COURTENAY lamented the acuteneſs of his learned 


friend's feelings, as he had imagined that he was not of quite ſo 
nervous a frame. The delicacy of his feelings, however, had been 
diſturbed by every thing which had occurred on that fide of the 
Houſe. The ſtate of the country had agitated his feelings, the 
pleaſantry of his honourable friend (Mr. Sheridan), by forcing him 
to laugh, had thrown him into ſo violent a tremour, that he had 
almoſt loſt the power of ſpeech. The learned Doctor's feelings 
ſeemed to be of the texture of Tilburina, in the Critic, who was 
in continual alarm leſt her feelings ſhould be diſturbed. He could 
not conceive how this uncommon delicacy had been produced, till 
he began to reflect that the innate modeſty of the Doctor mutt have 
been greatly ſtrengthened and improved in Doctors Commons. 
Queſtions of great delicacy were every day brought forward in that 
Court, which, he ſhould ſuppoſe, muſt be as liable to diſturb the 
learned gentleman's feelings as any of thoſe which he had had the 
misfortune to be agitated by that night. So many matrimonial 
complaints and differences, ſo many ſuits for alimony, ſo many di- 
vorces, crim. con. applications e menſa ct thoro, and ſuch like, that 
it was matter of ſurprize to him, that at the preſent moment he 
ſhould find his feelings in ſuch a ſtate of irritation as to be hardly 
maſter of them, though he confefled that he had “' chaſtiſed, dif- 
ciplined, and reduced them” as much as he poſſibly could. Mr. 
Courtenay was interrupted as he was going on, by expreſſions of ca- 
gerneſs for the queſtion ; upon which he obſerved, that Pliny, in his 
natural hiſtory, mentions a ſpecies of men who have heads like 
dogs, and who bark inftcad of ſpeaking. From the noiſe he had 
heard, he imagined that, at the laſt general election, ſome of this 
;pecies had found their way into the Houſe through the liſts for ſome 
Treaſury boroughs. The learned gentleman had paſſed a ve) 
handſome eulogium on the character of a Nobleman, whom he be. 


lieved it was not unfair to name (Lord Fitzwilliam). He had 
cloſed this eulogium with an avowal that he believed Lord Fitz wil- 
liam would have ſet his name to the Order of Council, had he been 
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preſent. If this was fo, it appeared ſomewhat ſtrange, after the 
character he had given of the Chancellor of the Exchequer : 
« A man whom nobody ought to truit—who had betrayed all 
thoſe who had placed the ſmalleſt confidence in him.” Yet the 
learned gentleman was certain, that on the advice of this man the 
noble Lord, whom he ſtiles his friend, would, with a manly ſpirit, 
ſet down his name to an illegal Order of Council, whereby the 
Bank of England is required to commit an act of bankruptey, and 
to defraud all the public creditors wao had placed their confidence 
in its honeſty and punctuality. He thought the noble Lord could 
not be much obliged to the learned gentleman for the opinion which 
he had delivered reſpeAing him. 

Doctor LAWRENCE obſerved, that his feclings aroſe from the 
conſiderations of the preſent ſituation of the country; and he had 
reaſon to believe that they were of a. diſſcrent nature from thoſe 
which the honourable gentleman poſſeſſed. 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL preſſed the neceſſity of an 
immediate decilion by the Committee. He had no occafion for 
entertaining any alarm reſpecting the ſtability of the Bank; but no 
inſtructions, he thought, ſhould be given to the Committee which 
might tend to delay their report. After that report had been pre- 


| ſented, it would then be time to determine whether the Committee 
ſhould inſtitute an inquiry into the circumſtances that had occaſioned 
de Order of Council. With reſpect to the appointment of a Com- 
mittee by a ballot, it had been the uniform practice of our anceſ- 
: tors ; and the preſent was not the moment to treat ſuch with diſre- 
| et. It his name ſhould be found on the Secret Committee, he 
e WT uid do what he thought his duty ſhould direct him to—at the 
fame time he would declare that he would rather not be thought a 
4 member of it. He adverted to the ſpeech of Mr. Grey, and ſaid, 
: that the principles upon which that honourable gentleman had de- 
„ chred he would ſupport Mr. Fox, nearly went the length of a 
is Revolution, 
Mr. BANKS ſaid, that in the preſent eriſis of our country it 
qs very indifferent to him what Commictee was appointed to ex- 


amine the matter that was before the Houſe, ſo that the queſtion 
would be properly and truly examined, becauſe he truſted that a 
ry ommittee of that Houſe, whether in the Houſe, or choſen by 
* tllot, would do their duty : and as to the Committee being, a ma- 
id Pity of them at leaſt, favourable in politics to the Miniſter, that 
l. ?0cared to him to be an objection of but little weight ; for let the 
en Committee be choſen whatever way it might, it was natural that, as 
Fart, it muſt have the general complexion of the whole. He made 
Vol. I, 47 
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uſe of the liſt that was given to him before the ballot into the Com- 
mittee, but he made uſe of his diſcretion alſo upon that liſt, He 
ſaw no impropriety in that liſt being given to him; for there might 
be many Members whom he ſhould have withed to have choſen, 
but who might not readily occur to him. The only doubt he had 
on the motion now before ttc Houſe reſolved itſelf into a queſtion cf 
time. If he was ſure that the matter to he inveſtigated by ſuch a 
Committee as was now aſked for, would not branch out into a 
length that would defeat the object that was now in view, and in 
which diſpatch was fo eſſential, he ſhould be ready to agree to th: 
appointment of a diſtinct Committee. But he feared the length & 
time which the invetiigation would require, would be injurious, 
perhaps fatal to the object which he, and he believed almoſt the 
whole Houſe, had in view. The queſtion of the ſolidity of the 
Bank would lie in a very narrow compass; and it could nut be ſup- 
poſed that much time would be required to make a Report; and le 
believed the Houſe would agree witt: him, there was great urgency 
upon that ſubject. But regard to the other queſtion, namely, the 
cauſes of the preſent prefiure, the matter was very diſſerent; tie 
. Inveſtigation muſt neceſſarily be of an intricate nature, and mult take 
up much time as well as labour. He owned that it was a deſ:rable 
thing to reſtore confidence to the people in our public affairs; and 
he was ready to confeſs, that, in order to do fo, it would be neceflary 
to go into the whole ſyſtem of our finance. In the management and 
dittribution of that finance, there had been great expenditure, much 
of it, he believed, was unavoidable ; but he ſhould like to ſee tried, 
what ſavings could be mace in eur expenditure ; great ſavings, he 
hoped, could and ſhould be made. But, in conſidering the conduct 
of Adminiſtration in that particular, fome allowance ought to be 
made. They did not at firſt expect the war to have gone to the 
length it had, and therefore he did not blame them for not having 
managed the affairs of our finance ſo well as if they had at firſt beetl 
aware that the war would have ſo long continued. As the war had 
gone on to ſuch a length, no perſon could be ſurprized at the im- 
menſe extent of expenditure with which the conteſt had been accom- 
panied. Had they really foreſeen the length to which the war had 
been carried, he thought they could not have been ſcreened from ſe- 
vere cenſure for what had happened; but it was impoſſible for 
them to exerciſe that foreſight. He was ready to confeſs, that, de 
firable as the confidence of the public was, he did not think it coul 
ever be reſtored while the war continued. But although the f 

which had been expended upon the war were laviſh, yet it was pn 
wonderful the caſe had been fo ; for when we had a favourite obj 
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in view, we are too apt to negle the expence of the means by which 
that object is to be attained, It was the nature of man to ſet too 
high a value upon the object of his heart, and too little on the price 
he pays fur obtaining it. Beſides, the ſums, though very large, that 
were expended upon this object of Miniſters, were ſo often iflued, 
and ſo rapidly upon each other, that in time their magnitude made 
leis imprefſion as the object was repeatedly exhibited. For theſe 


| reaſons, although they lamented the effect, they ought not to judge 
Wt barthly of His Majeftv's Miniſters. He looked turward to a 

eon plete invegigation of all the cauſes which Fave brought on the 
c preſent crits. He looked f: rward alto with an anxious hope to 


very material and beneficiil retrenchments of expence, but he did 
os think the preſent was the moment to enter on the inveſtigation 
of either. 


: Mr. FOR then roſe, and replied to the following effect. At 
eis late hour of the niglt J feel myſelf bound to apply to the 
5 Houſe for that indulgence w!-ich has been fo often gencroi ly given 
e o me. while I endeavour to anſwer what has been vrged by way 
e objection to the motion which is now before you. I feet my- 
„e ef called upon at this late hour of the night to make this appli- 
le aon, becauſe the turn which the debate has taken has been in 
4 enn reſpects extraordinary, and becauſe the manner of treating 
2 tte queſtion docs appear to me to be diſingennous to the laſt degree. 
5 ladeed, the management and dexteriiy, if management and dex- 
ich rity it can be called, of this debate, has been of the moſt extra- 
4 ndmry kind, What was the man1gement of the debate of laſt 
he iht? I propyfſed that we ſhould inquire into the Order of Coun- 
A a. The anſwer was, that ſuch a qucition ſhould not be referred 


o the Committee then to be appointed: for to it was to be referred 
* mother ſeparate and distinct object. It was ſtated by us that it 
ing might make a part of it, and that the ſame Committee might in- 
ei }eſtivate both. We were told again in anſwer, © You cannot 
bad MY Port upon both within a certain period, when it is ſo eſſential that 
* te firſt point ſhould be ſettled.” That objection was removed 
=” by my ſuggeſtion that the Committee might report firſt upon that 


Had Point which was the moit preſſing, and then proceed upon the other. 
nt. be Houſe was of opinion, that a Committee of inquiry into the 
, fer rſt object ſhould be appointed ; but that if the ſecond was to be 


Mered into, that ſhould be ſubmitted to a ſeparate Committee. 
— What then happened? There was ſome difference of opinion re- 
cams ſectin the mode of appointing the Commitrce. A right honour- 
is of ple gentleman propoſed the Committee ſhould be by ballot. 1 
jel Pted that ballot ; but from 1 of the hour, and the idea 
42 3 
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I had that another Committee ſhould be choſen for the objec I had 
in view, I did not preſs the Houſe to come to a diviſion. What 
then happens? The Miniſter, and thoſe who are connected with 
him, prevail in obtaining all that is neceffary to their views, He 
carries his point; he has obtained the Committee in the mode he 
wiſhes. I then move for the Committee, which I think neceſſary. 
J am now told that there ſhall not be a ſeparate inquiry before any. 
ther Committee. The Mliniſter ſaid, “ that if we ballot for 1 
Committee, we ſhould know the purpoſes for which that Committee 
is formed, but that we ſhould not refer to that Committee the ſub— 
ſequent extenſive inquiry.” But when that very Committee is elected 
by ballot ; when he has got the very election he wanted, and is 
ſure that a large majority of the Members are his friends and inti- 
mate political connections, he changes his tone ; the doubts, as to 
the event to him, are then diſpelled, and he ſays to himſelf, ©] 
ſee my judges; the danger is over, I will therefore refer the whole 
caſe to theſe judges. Now that J ſee and know my judges, let me 
put the whole of my caſe before them ; they are competent to do 
Juſtice to the whole caſe, and therefore there is no neceſſity of ap- 
pointing any other judges.” Why, Sir, the Miniſter likes the ma- 
Jority of this balloted Committee ſo well, that I ſhould not be ſur- 
prized if, on Friday, he ſhould propoſe that the ſubje matter of 
the motion of my honourable friend (Mr. Whitbread), upon the 
conduct of the Admiraltv, ſhould be referred to this Committee. 
Tt is indeed, a Committce to which he would be glad to refer any 
thing in which his character is intereſted. But it ſeems it is inde- 
cent to queſtion the integrity of any Committee, whether choſen by 
ballot or not. If it be indecent, and made a charge againſt me, I 
is a charge which the practice of the right honourable gentleman 
has given birth to. Corruption to a certain extent is now open 
- avowed, T think I heard ſomething to that effect in the courle 01 
the debate on this ſubject. I appeal to the oldeſt Member of thi 
Houſe, whether, until this day, he ever knew, in the practice of this 
Houſe, of liſts of the names of Members, friends of the Miniſter, 
to be choſen by ballot, ever being diſtributed with ſuch care, aſt 
duity, and diligence ; and where a Member to whom ſuch a lift vas 
given, avowed it to a certain extent, and publicly ated in contor- 
mity ? There have been times, Sir, when a predeceſſor of yours 
fitting in that chair, would not have heard that ſpeech without y 
ſtantly reſenting it as inſult to the dignity of this Houſe. But theke 
were times when the cant of oppoſition was prevalent I ſuppoſe. be 
it ſo. It is not now the cant of a right honourable gentleman oF 
poſite to me (Mr. Windham, we preſume.) It is true, he cane! 
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as much as any of us on this ſide of the Houſe againſt the influence 
of Miniſters, againſt the increaſe of the power of the Crown, 
againſt corruption; but what he has ever canted, he has fo effec- 
tually recanted, that he is now as free from that old-faſhicned vice 
2 :ny man that ever fat upon the Treaſury Bench. Is this a 
time to adhere to the old ground of ſuſpicion againſt the corruption 
of the Miniſter in this Houſe? I fay it is. Is this a caſe in 
which we ſhould do ſo? I fay it 1s—T fee the right honourable 
gentleman to whom I have juſt alluded ſmile, as it he thought I 
ſhould uſe the fame influence as the preſent Miniſter docs if I were 
in the ſame ſituation, Will he upon his honour declare he thinks 
ſo? Did he think ſo when I had the pleaſure to call him mv friend? 
Does he really in his heart conceive that if at any time I was ac- 
euſed in a point touching my honour, as the preſent Miniſter now is, 
that I ſhould attempt to tamper with my judges as he has done this 
very day? Sir, I am entitled to have theſe queſtions anſwered by 
that right honourable gentleman to my ſatisfaction. But to return 
to the queſtion immediately before us. If the Directors of the 
Bank were to fend in lifts to the Members of this Houſe, together 
with their opinion upon the Members who ought to be choſen upon 
the ballot for the Committee that has been choſen to-day, would 
not every body immediately declare they had given evidence of their 
own guilt? Does the Miniſter ſtand before you in a condition leſs 
culpable than the Bank Directors would be if they had interfered in 
the manner I have deſcribed * How comes this influence into this 
Houſe, and how is it ſupported? We all know too well to be in- 


formed upon that ſubject; and when the particulars of the hiſtory of 


this tranſaction come to be properly and publicly known, it will 
be manifeſt to all the world, that by the manner in which he has 
conducted this ballot he has proved that he felt that he could not, 
dared not, meet the inquiry which I propoſe by the motion now 
before the Houſe, and that confcious of his guilt he has ſhrunk from 
it. He has ſkulkee from an inquiry which he cannot face. The ſtate 
ak this queſtion now is, whether the inquiry ſhall go to the Com- 
mittee which is already balloted, or to a ſeparate Committce ; and 
it is Curious enough, although not wonderful, that thuſe who were 
laſt night for ſeparate Committees upon this ſubject are now for a 
jint Committee. They laſt night did not with for a joint Com- 
mittee, becauſe, however ſanguine their hopes might be, it was yet 
uncertain what the cornplexion would be of that Committee, and 
therefore they did not like to run the hazard, however ſmall, which, 
God knows, under all the circumſtances, was ſmall indeed; they 


dd not chuſe, however, to run that hazard, and therefore they 
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called for a ſeparate Committee to determine their own object fir, 
in which the Houſe agreed with them, I 110k unfortunately ; they 
hain, however, now found out the completion of that Comm: tee, 
an bey are fo well pleaſed wich it that they are wil'in2 to ror 
every thing to that Committee. Why?; Becauſe the hazard ie all 


4 


over. I may be aſked why we, who were laſt nicht for a Joint, 
are now tor 2 Hparate Committee? The reaſon is a very pain ne; 
— . ? * a ; "og .- Fo xr. f/ : os " * a $ 
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man the A torney General, tis ſid a got gcal, dittering a little 
from the Miniſter, hu: which will, 1 dare fav, be calily rec: neciled; 
he favs, it is Het neectiary to friisiv the minds of the public upon 
this important butineſs. I agree with him upon ther point £ but 
I differ from him upon another. He thinks the pale are agitated 
on the que ſtion of che {olidity of tie Pink. 
where but in the ſpecehes of the Miniiiars fricn's in this Lowe! 
lave the Directors of the Bank fd fo at am time? Did thev ap- 
ply to the Miniſter for his trendiy als? No; 
union between Government and the Bank was hy the con, u:!f.on 
of the Nliniſter, it was from force exerted by him that they we 
formed a jun3izn. The Mini ger had trized the cath of the Dank, 
and theicfore it is that the public mind is agitated, and, upun tit 
view of the ſubject, juſtly agitated. But does that make an invwry 
into the affairs of the Bank necetiary* No; the inquiry owgh!t to 
be into the conduct of the Miniſter- Do I diftruit my banker! 
No; he is a ſolvent man, of good faith, punctuaiitv, an! h« nou, 
and all the world acknowledge him to be fo. Do I want e curiq 
from him ?— No; but I want to be ſceured againſt rubbers v 
have entercd his houſe, laid hold of all his caſh, and then dcelarcd 


«© 4 


themſelves tis Firtners! I with to know whether any man breath 
ing had a doubt of the ſolidity of the Bank before the Miniiter laid 
his rapacious hands upon the caſh there? Why, then, | aſk, i 
the public mind be now agitated, who has cauſed this miichict * ſt 
may be ſaid, that there has been a great run upon the Bank tor caſh, 
and particularly for the laſt weck; I am ready to admit it. Bu 


then I ſay, that the conduct of the Miniſter was the cauſe of tliaty 


N 0 ! 3 * ” 
Does that appear any 


this miſef +: wwls 


MAE. 


he it 
public 
of tha 
elama 
that n 
Mini! 
natur- 
uon 
the e 
mana 
public 
haps 
0 ex 
has ſtr 
have! 
of inv. 
ſhortly 
prelier 
"= 
1 mea 
evil to 
this If 
ſhould 
of this 
lite to 
days u 
Th 
into tt 
notice. 
than t. 
denies 
ho. tf 
diſnonc 
able, b 
One fic 
that in 
than it 


. WW \faccn 1.] DEBATES. 727 
, he it was, together with his affociates, who ſtruck terror in the 
7 public mind by the rumours of invaſion. This is partly the cauſe 
" of that run ; but the Order in Council on Sunday, and the Pro- 
0 clamation on Monday laſt, finiithed what had been begun upon 
It that matter. All this is the natural effect of the ſyſtem which the 
5 Miniſter has purſued in the caurſe of the preſent war. Men will 
6 naturally be terrified when theſe artifices are employed to work 


won their imaginations. They have been terrified, and we fee 
the effect of that terror. It has been that of giving up to the 
management of the Miniſter all the intereſt of the ſtock of the 
public creditor. This is the citect of the Miniſter's ſyſtem, per- 
haps the effect he intended to produce, for he muſt be a fool 
to expect any other effect from fuck a cauſe, I fav, his conduct 


» Wis firuck more terror in the public mind than any misfortunes that 


have happened to us could have done. And now that the ſubject 
of invation is thus prefented to my mind, I ſhall deliver an opinion 
ſhortly upon it. No man in this country, I believe, feels leſs ap- 


prellenſion upon the ſubject of the invaſion of Great Britain than I 
s al . I am fanguine as to tne favourable reſult, ſhould ſo deſperate 
„n meaſure be attempted. An invaſion would certainly be a great 
cd evil to us; but I do maintain, that if the French ſhould land in 


dis iſlind as great a force as is practicable for them to land, I 
ſhould think the miſciiict they could do to the permanent intereſts 


cot this country comparatively ſmall, when put into the ſcale oppo- 
gh ſte to the miſchief which the proccedings of the laſt two or three 
ears will occafion. This is my fincere opinion. 

AVE The honourable gentleman who oppoſed my motion, firſt went 
nk, Wi int the conſideration of a ſubject of which I ought to take ſome 
voce. He aſked why more credit ſhould be given to the accufer 
= than the accuſed ? One man aſſerts a thing roundly, and another 


denies it in the ſame manner ; why, without proof, ſhould thoſe 
no, hear both, preſume the one to be honourable and the other 
diſnonourable? Al! theſe are in their nature, I admit it, unanſwer- 
dle, becauſe there is no reaſon for ſuppoſing, without evidence, that 
one fide is more honourable than another. But ſurely I may ſay 
that intereſt attaches more powerfully on one ſide of this Houſe 
than it does upon another. I do not ſay that there are not men of 
8 great talents and abilities on the Miniſterial fide of the Houſe 
s there are on this. I do not ſay that many on the other fide are 
ot actuated by honourable motives ; but when we find men con- 
de in a Miniſter year after year, long after they have been told the 
et which that confidence will produce; and when year after 
Far theſe effects have as conſtantly appeared as they have been 
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foretold, ſurely it is not very uncharitable to ſuppoſe that there is at 
leaſt an unfortunate obſtinacy in the continuance of ſuch a confi 
dence. An honaurable gentleman has ſaid to-night “ that the 
Miniſter did not fuppoſe, at the commencement, that this war would 
have becn of ſo long duration; the Minitier miſtook the matter, 
therefore we ſhould not judge of him too harſhly.” Is miſtake a 
ground for confidence? * He has expended much more money 
than could have been withed.” Is that a ground for confidence! 
That right honourable gentleman had frequently opportunities of 
knowing all theſe things, tur he was told of them from time to time, 
and vet he who 1s convinced that many things have been done 
which were improper, {u much that he thinks they muſt never hap- 
pen again, and that the confidence of the public can never be re- 
ftored without a minute inquiry and great retrenchment, has uni- 
formly neglected to ſet on foot ſuch inquiry, or call for theſe re- 
treachments, for upon every queſtion of that nature he has, without 
one exception, voted for the Miniſter; and now that his confidence 
is gone, he continues his ſupport to the Miniſter !—* Misfortune 
is no proof of guilt.” Certainly not. We cannot prove the 
guilt of the Miniſter.” How could we prove it without inquiry? 
Have we not repeatedly aſked for it, and has it not been as re- 
peatedly refuſed * In all theſe things that right honourable gent!e- 
man, who is thus convinced that nothing can ſave the nation but 
inquiry, refuſes inquiry. It is only when the nation has become 
bankrupt that he atlents to inquiry, and even then he ſays it ſhould 
be put off to a diſtant day, When I ſee this ſort of conduct on 
the part of thoſe who ſupport the Miniſter, muſt I be that man of 
modern candour, after all, to ſay there is no corrupt influence that 
keeps them together? And ſhall I he told I am ufing harſh lan- 
guage when I fay they are actuated by corrupt motives? Do! 
impute corruption to all the ſupporters of the preſent Miniſter * 
I certainly do no ſuch thing ; but to many of them I do. Here 
I am reminded of a ſentiment which was uttered by the late Lord 
Chatham: he ſaid © that he had known men of great ambition for 
power and dominion, many whoſe characters were tarniſhed by 
glaring defects, ſome with many vices, who, nevertheleſs, could be 
prevailed upon to join in the beſt public meaſures ; but that the mo- 
ment heFound any man who had ſet himſcif down as a candidate 
for a Peerage, he deſpaired of his being ever a friend to his count). 
Look at the hiſtory of the preſent Miniſter and of the Pecrages be 
has given away, and then aſk yourſelves whether he has not gained 
an enormous influence in that way ? Examine whether he has nit 
diſpoſed of more Pecrages than any other Miniſter ever did in Log 
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0 land in the ſame length of time, in any part of our hiſtory? J 
have heard of negative ſueceſſes in this war. I do not wiſlr to be 
a an egotiſt, but I think I may ſay, without vanity, that I have ſome 
| negative merit. I have not had the misfortune to counſel this 
odious, this ruinous war! I have not had the misfortune to lend 
aſſiſtance to the deſtruction of hundreds of thouſands of my fellow 
beings! I have not had the misfortune to load my country with 
hundreds of millions of debt! I have not had the misfortune to ſet 
my name to a proclamation, manifeſting to the world the bankruptey 
of my country! Theſe are my negative merits, and I claim them 
as my due; and the Miniſter is welcome to deſpiſe, while I enjoy, 
the comfortable reflections that ariſe out of them. It has been in- 
ſinuated in the courſe of this debate, that whatever may be the pre- 
ſent ſituation of this country, it would have been much worſe if 
my honourable friend (Mr. Grey) had been one of its Miniſters. 
| do not wiſh to ſay all I think of my honourable friend. I leave 
cc it to others to form their opinion of his talents and his virtue, 
ne WM highly as I eſteem them; my teſtimony is not valuable to him; it 
the W would, if I gave it, be ſubject to diſadvantage ; for as it proceeds 
y * Wl from friendſhip, it would be ſubject to the charge of being partial; 
rc- WW for we all know that is a defect inſeparable from friendſhip. 
le- But I call on the honourable gentleman who ſaid this country 
but would be in a worſe condition now than it is, if my honourable 
"me friend had been Miniſter during this war, to aſſign a reaſon for 
ud Wl thinking ſo—thinking fo! he cannot think it; but for ſaying ſo. 
on Could any ambition, any folly, or any raſhneſs of my honourable 
n of Wl friend, ſuppoſing him to be guilty of any, have placed this country 
that in a worſe condition than it is at this inſtant? Let him point out. 
lan- the men—that is not ſo material—let him point out the means by 
which this country could have been brought to a worſe condition 
than it is in at this very moment—perhaps he will ſay we ſhould 
Here BF have made a diſgraceful peace with France—perhaps, indeed, we 


Lord ſhould have made peace; but does he mean to ſay that we might 
n tor Wi dot have made peace ſome time ago, and have made it upon terms 
i by Bi that would have been better by ſixty or an hundred millions than 


any man in this country can at this moment even hope to obtain ? 
and we ſhould have avoided alſo the act of bankruptcy which we are 
now diſcuſſing, and which I ſay is the moſt calamitous event that 
ever took place in this country fince the Revolution. But I do not 
wonder at this ſpecies of attack being made upon us who oppoſe the 
Minister. It is perfectly conſonant to the character of many of 
thoſe who have ſo long confided in the Miniſter, and who are now 
13 and have diſmiſſed their credulity, although they con- 
ol. J. 5 A 
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tinue their ſupport ; we have contributed to undeceive them, and 
they cannot forgive us for it. This reminds me of a ſcene that 
was written by a cloſe obſerver of human nature, and who knew 
how to paint it—I mean Ben Jonſon. It is to be found in the 
Alchymiſt, wherein it appears, “that the impoſtor had played his 
« tricks very ſucceſsfully for a long time upon his dupes ; and when 
« he was detected, the dupes became very angry, not at the im- 
c“ poſtor, but at thoſe who had detected him.” Such is the caſe 
before us; the dupes of the Miniſter do not direct their anger 
againſt the impoſtor, but againſt thoſe who have detected him, and 
therefore I do not wonder at their abuſing us. I have long thought 
that the Miniſter was driving this country rapidly to ruin, but ! 
never thought I ſhould have ſeen it realiſed as it has been this day; 
and this, too, but a few weeks after he had boaſted of the wealth, 
the commerce, the reſources of this country being, as it were, un- 
touched ; the end of all which pompous declaration is a public un- 
diſguiſed bankruptcy. | Here the Miniſter ſhewing ſome marks of 
di ſapprobation], Mr. Fox ſaid, what! does the Miniſter deny it! 
The fact is certainly recorded. But I ſhould not wonder if the 
public odium ſhould fall leſs upon the Miniſter than upon many 
perſons who fit around him, for they were rather more to blame for 
liſtening to, than he for amuſing them with abſurd tales. And 
here again I muſt be excuſed for adverting to what has been faid 
upon the conduct of the Miniſter, © that he did not think the war 
would continue fo long.” Was he not told of it?? Was not this 
Houſe warned of it? Have we not mentioned it from day to day 
as the probability of the caſe ? But he is wiſer than us, and therefore 
his opinion is of more weight than ours. Be it ſo. But if, by a 
ſeries of events you find that, with all his wiſdom, he has broug!t 
you to a public bankruptcy, ſurely there can be nothing unreaſot. 
able in aſking you to examine a little before you give him any far- 
ther confidence. But it ſcems, after all, “that our affairs are net 
« in a ſtate of bankruptcy. There has been no act of bankruptcy 
« committed.” If the Miniſter means to ſay, that there is no law 
in England by which you can ſtrike a docket againſt the Govern- 
ment, I ſhall agrce with him. There certainly is no ſuch ſtatute, 
nor any legal authority for declaring it ſo. But in the common ac 
ceptation of the phraſe © a bankruptcy,” I underſtand that fate, 
or any body of men, to be bankrupt who cannot pay their credr 
tors what is due, and acknowledged to be due to them. You O 
your creditors large, very large ſums, which you refuſe to pi 
« No; we do not refuſe to pay. We only fay we will not Pay i 
money, but we will pay in paper.” „Well,“ ſay the creditoth 
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« we will not take your paper.” Not take our paper ! why you 
always uſed to take it.” The practice, to be ſure, is a little dif- 
ferent between taking paper by choice, and taking it by force ; at 
leaſt I think ſo. The Miniſter and his friends are welcome to be 
of another opinion. I make ſome difference between the paper 
for which I can have money, and that for which I cannot have 
money when I want money. You formerly gave your creditors 
paper, for which they could have money ; now you give them paper, 
tor which they cannot have money ; that is the difference : whether 
that be a bankruptcy or not, let the preſent holders of your paper 
determine: but all theſe diſtinctions are frivolous and idle. Bank- 
rupts you are in the common ſenſe of mankind ; and I fay that 
calamity was brought on by the miſconduct of the Miniſter ; and if 
it be. your object to retrieve yourſelves from your misfortunes, you 
cannot do better than adopt this motion for inquiry into the conduct 
which has brought you into your preſent condition. If you neglect 
that, you will proceed from bad to worſe, and your total and irre- 
tnevable ruin will overtake you ſoon. The progreſs you have 
made upon your road to deſtruction has been but flow ; but be- 
lieve me, you have not long to travel, if you do not take another 


courſe. I am blamed for calling a Minifter a criminal; I wiſh . 


he did not deſerve it: but I am bound to ſay, that, upon the face 
of things, he appears to be a very great criminal ; he ſeems to me 
to have nothing to plead in his own excuſe ; he enjoys the approba- 
tion of his Sovereign, has poſſeſſed for years the unlimited confi- 
dence of this ,Houſe, pretends to be a man of talents equal to the 
talk of managing your affairs ; he has never been refuſed any ſup- 
ply, however enormous, that he has aſked, and yet he has, with all 
theſe advantages, brought you into a ſtate of bankruptey. The 
queſtion is, Will you, or will you not, inſtitute an inquiry into his 
condut? Different times have their cuſtoms, and I will for a 
moment revert to what was the feeling of this Houſe, and of the people 
of this country, a quarter of a century ago. Let us ſuppoſe twenty 
years ago, or to come a little nearer, ten years ago but we muſt not 
come too near — what, I ſay, would have been the feelings of this 
Houſe, if, ten years ago, any man had ſaid, you think your finances 
very proſperous ? yet, in the beginning of the year 1797, the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer will iſſue a proclamation to prohibit the 
Pank of England paying any one man in money for a bank note! 
Would you not have thought ſuch a man a lunatic ? Or if you 
thought he was not ſo, and he had been a Member of this Houſe, 
Fould you not have impeached him as an enemy to the State, and 
budly called for puniſhment upon him? and yet you ſee ſuch is 
| 5A2 
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your caſe at this very hour. But circumſtances have altered ſinee 
that time.” Indeed they have ; but what are theſe circumſtances ? 
Have not all the acts of the Miniſter been gradually leading to this 
very point? Can you not trace them? And when I am told that [ 
ſhould have acted as he has done were I in the ſame fituation, I beg 
leave to deny it; and I call on every man who knows the whole of 
my political life, to ſtate an inftance of a pledge I have given for the 
public ſervice, which in any ſituation I have not endeavoured to 
fulfil. I know this part of this diſcuſſion is unimportant, but 
that is not my fault. I was called upon to enter into it by the 
attack which has been made upon me. TI fay again, that every 
thing you-have heard calls upon you, in the diſcharge of the duty 
you owe to the people of this country, to enter into an inquiry into 
the cauſes which have-brought you into this degraded condition, If 
it ſhould appear, as I hope and believe it will, that this condition 
was brought upon you by the miſconduct of the Miniſter, then you 
have the conſolation to reflect that your affairs may yet be, in ſome 
degree, retrieved ; but if it ſhall turn out, as I truſt in God it will 
not, that your affairs have been as well conducted as human pru- 
dence could conduct them, you can look for nothing but inevitable 
ruin. The only means to aſcertain this is, that of your relinquiſh- 
ing your confidence in the Miniſter, and entering into a full inquiry 
into his conduct, which, I ſay, has brought you into this fituation. 
If you do not, it will be matter of indifference to me how you ballot 
for any Committee in future upon this buſineſs. I have ſcen, by 
the management of theſe two debates, that the Miniſter's object has 
been td put off the inquiry into his conduct as long as he can, and 
alſo to ſecure to himſelf a Committee of his own friends by whom 
he is to be tried. 

The Houſe then divided: 

For the motion, 67 ; Againſt it, 141. | 

Mr. SHERIDAN then moved, That Mr. Fox be added 
to the Committee on the affairs of the Bank, &c.” on which the 
Houſe divided : 

For the motion, 53 ; Againſt it, 1 44. 

Mr. HOBART reported from the Committee, who were ap- 
pointed to examine the liſts of fifteen perſon's names to the Com- 
mittee of Secrecy, ordered yeſterday by the Houſe to be appointed, 
and to report to the Houſe upon which fifteen perſons the majoritj 
felt ; that the Committee had examined the liſts accordingly, and 
found that the majority had fallen upon the following perſons, . 
William Huſſey, Eſquire; Charles Grey, Eſquire ; William 
Plumer, Eſquire ; Thomas Powys, Eſquire ; Thomas Grenvil 
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Eſquire; William Wilberforce, Eſquire; John Blackburne, 
Eſquire; Thomas Berney Bramſton, Eſquire; Charles Bragge, 
Eſquire; Sir John Mitford; William Wilberforce Bird, Eſquire; 
John Fane, Eſquire; Iſaac Hawkins Browne, Eſquire; Sir John 
Scott; and John- William Anderſon, Efquire : and he read the Re- 
port in his place, and afterwards delivercd it in at the table, where 
the ſame was read. 


MARCH 2.] 


Lift of the Minority, en Mr. Fox's motion, © To appoint a Committee 


« tg inquire into the cauſes which produced the Order of Gouncil the 
« 26th of February.” 


Aubry, Sir J. Lloyd, J. M. 
Baker, W. Milner, Sir W. 
Baker, J. Martin, J. 
Barclay, G. Nicholls, J. 
Beauclerk, C. North, D. 
Biddulph, R > Northey, W. 
Bird, W. W. Pierſe, II. 
Bouverie, Hon. E. Phillips, J. G. 
Brogden, J. Plumer, W. 
Bullock, J. Porter, G. . 
Burdett, Sir F, Rawdon, Hon. J. 
Byng, G. Rawdon, Hon. G. 
Coke, T. Richardſon, J. 
Combe, H. C. Robſon, R. B. 


Copley, Sir L. 


Ruſſell, Lord I. 
Courtenay, ]. 


Ruſſell, Lord W. 


Crewe, J. St. John St. A. 
Curwen, J. C. Scudamore, ]. 
Deniſon, W. I. Shum, G. C. 
Fitzpatrick, General Shuckburg, Sir G. 
Fletcher, Sir H. Smith, W. 


Fox, Right Hon. C. J. 
Galway, Viſcount 
Geary, Sir W. 


Spencer, Lord R. 
Stanley, Lord 
Starr, C. 


Greene, ]. Tarleton, General 
Grey, Charles | Tierney, G. 
Hare, I. Townſhend, Lord ]. 


Harriſon, ]. 
Jefferys, N. 
Jervoiſe, C. J. 


'Tufton, Hon. H. 
Walwyn, J. 
Walpole, Colonel 
Jolliffe, W. Weilern, C. C. 
Langſton, J. Winnin * Sir F. 
Lemon, Sir W. Wycombe, Earl of 
TzLLErts -R. B. Sheridan, and Samuel Whitbread, 


Thurſday, 2d March. 


The Canterbury election was reported a void election; and new 
Writs were ordered for the election of two new Members. | 
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Mr. MAINWARING, Chairman of the Committee appointed 
to try the merits of the Carliſle election, reported that the fitting 
Members were duly elected, that the petition againſt the return was 
not frivolous or vexatious, and that the oppoſition to the petition 
was not frivolous or vexatious. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE BIRD moved the ſecond reading of 
the bill for ſuſpending the acts relative to the ifſue of ſu all notes. 

The bill being read a ſecond time, and the queſtion for the com- 
mitment being put, 3 

Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, that the general power of iſſuing notes, 
which would be given by this bill, would be attended with bad 
If the poor induſtrious labourer could not procure the full 
value for the note, it might give riſe to great diſcontents. In order 
to prevent any diſturbances which this probable evil might occaſion, 
he thought that, at any price, (or what was to be put in competition 
with the public tranquillity,) at any expence, ſomething ought be 
done to obviate any conſequence of this kind! He then ſuggeſted 
that ſome inftantancous ifſue of ſilver coin ſhould be made, that 
copper pieces of 2d. or 3d. value ſhould likewiſe be made, to afford 
fome ſupply for the demand which muſt be occaſioned from the 
iſſue of paper. 

Mr. BIRD ſaid, that there were means provided in the bill to 
enforce, in a ſummary manner, payment of the notes to be iſſued 
three days after demand. 

Mr. SHERIDAN was afraid that ſuch a proviſion would be 
attended with little advantage, as it would be attended with expence 
to enforce the execution. | 

Mr. Alderman LUSHINGTON thought that the ifſue of notes 
ought to be confined to country bankers, for the indiſcriminate iſſue 
would bring forward too much of this paper. 

The SPEAKER reminded the Houſe, that theſe conſiderations 
would come with more regularity before the Houſe in the Com- 
mittee. The preſent queſtion for the deciſion of the Houſe was, 
whether the bill ſhould be committed ? 

Mr. W.BIRD wiſhed to have the bill committed immediately, 
if there was no objection. . 

Mr. WHITBREAD deſired the Houſe to be cautious againſt 
opening the door to the general iſſue of this ſort of paper. He 
thought it ought to be reſtricted to bankers. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT wanted to have the bill paſſed as ſpeedily 
as poſſible. If there were any difficult objections in the Com- 
mittee, the farther conſideration might then be deferred till to- 
morrow. In the mean time, he had to inform the Houſe, that le 
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had ſome obſervations to offer, which he would withhold till the 
bill came to be committed. 

Mr. WHITBREAD ſaid, he did not wiſh to throw any obſta- 
cle in the way of the bill. 

The SPEAKER ſuggeſted the propriety of deferring the com- 
mitment of the bill till the Report of the Committee appointed to 
try the merits of the Colcheſter conteſted election were received, 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. WHITE then made the report of the perſons nominated 
for the Committee to try the Colcheſter election, which were as 
follow: 

Sir John Frederic, Bart. Chairman, 
J. Whitmore, Eſq. Hon. P. C. Windham, 


John Pitt, Eſq. G. H. Harcourt, Eſq. 
J. H. Addington, Eſq. G. Clarke, Eſq. 
C. W. Taylor, Eſq. J. Euſton Gower, Eſq. 


J. Martin, Eſq. Viſcount Galway, 
T. Eſteourt, Eſq. J. Nicholls, Eſq. 


Hon. J. Bruce W. Luſhington, Eſq. 


The Houſe then reſo'ved itſelf into a Committee of the whole 
Houſe on the bill for ſuſpending the operation of certain acts pro- 
hibiting the iflue of ſmall notes. 

Mr. Chancellor PI IF ſupported the bill as a temporary mea- 
ſure in the fulleſt extent, and intimated that it was in contempla- 
tion to iſſue coin, both of ſilver and copper. 

A converſation enſued upon a ſuggeſtion of Mr. Sheridan, that 
the iſſue of notes ſhould be limited to bankers, becauſe this would 
prevent too great an iſſue, and guard better againſt forgery, and 
ſupport the eredit of the notes. This was ſupported by Mr. Fox, 
Mr. Whitbread, Mr. Crewe, Mr. Wigley, Mr. Weſtern, &c. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT and the SOLICITOR GENERAL. 


contended, that it was better to allow manufacturers themſelves to 
flue notes, who would not ifſue more than were neceſſary, as pay- 
ment might be enforced in a ſummary manner after three days 
demand, 

The bill then went through the Committee, the Report was read 


and agreed to, and the bill ordered to be read a third time to- 
Morrow, — Adjourned. 


Friday, 3d March. 


A meſſage was received from the Lords, informing the Houſe, 
lat their Lordihips had paſſed the bill for removing doubts with 
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reſpect to the Bank iſſuing bank bills, under the ſum of 51. with. 


out any amendment. 

The Speaker, with the Members, were then ſummoned to the 
Upper Houſe, to attend a Royal Commiſſion, On his return, he 
informed the Houſe, that the Royal aſſent had been given by 
commiſſion to the Bank-note bill, and to other public and pri. 
vate bills. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE BIRD moved the order of the day, 
for ſuſpending the acts of the 1 5th and 17th of his prefent Ma- 
jeſty, ſuſpending the ifſue of ſmall notes. 

Mr. HAWKINS BROWNE ſaid, that he would oppoſe the 
paſſing of the bill, unleſs a clauſe was inſerted in it to repeal it 
during the preſent ſeſſion. The more a perſon was embarraſſed in 
his circumſtances, the more apt he would be to reſort to the expe- 
dient of iſſuing quantities of theſe ſmall notes. He wiſhed, there- 
fore, in order to prevent the abuſe of the bill, ſome ſeverer puniſh- 
ment ſhou!d be enacted than the mere penalty of diſtreſs. It would 
be impoſſible to correct the fraudulent iſſue of thoſe bills without 
rendering the perſons, who ſhould fail in their payment, liable to 
be impriſoned and ſent to the houſe of correction; except theſe ſe- 
vere reſtraints were adopted, every individual would be enabled to 
ſet up a mint in his own houſe, and increaſe the artificial wealth of 
the country to the deſtruction of real credit. He coneluded with 
moving, That inſtead of three months, the operation of the bill 
ſhould be confined to one month.” 8 

Mr. W. BIRD begged leave to bring up a clauſe, which he was 
defirous ſhould be inſerted in the bill, namely: That if any per- 
- fon ſhould fail in the payment of a note three days after it became 
due, that it ſhould be lawful for the Juſtices to ſummon him before 
them, to award coſts to the plaintiff with the payment of the amount 
of the note, and to levy diſtreſs upon the effects of the perſon ſo 
failing in his engagement.” 

Mr. SHERIDAN ſtated this was as important a ſubje& as could 
poſſibly engage the attention of the Houſe in the preſent unfortu- 
nate ſituation of the country. One unfortunate conſequence would 
follow from the iſſue of thoſe bills, that if any ſhould not be paid, 
a general diſtruſt would take place with reſpect to their validity, and 
the whole would undergo a moſt alarming depreciation. At the 
ſame time it would be a moſt unfortunate thing to hold out to all 
the manufacturers in the kingdom, a menace of being impriſoned 
or ſent to the houſe of correction, if not from any fraudulent pur: 
poſe, but from the failure of remittances, or the preſſure of the 
times, they ſhould be unable to make good their engagement. 
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the bill was accompanied with ſuch a menace, inſtead of having the 
effect to afford a temporary relief to their credit, it would tempt 
them rather to incur the evils of immediate bankruptcy, than run 
the riſk of being ſubjected to a puniſhment ſo painful and degrading. 
At the ſame time, if theſe bills were to reit merely on nominal 
credit, they would not anſwer the purpoſe to afford relief to the la- 
borious poor. If preſented to the baker and butcher, they would 
not be accepted by them to to their full amount, and this eireum- 
ſtance muſt alſo tend to create a general depreciation. He ſhould 
therefore propoſe, in order to remedy this evil, that the perſons 
ſuing thoſe notes, as a ſccurity for their payment, ſhouid pre- 
viouſly depoſit property adequate to the amount of the notes iſſucd, 
and that no individuals ſhould be allowed to iſſue thoſe notes, 
whoſe ſubſtance did not allow them to make this depoſit, This 
precaution, he remarked, would remove every chance for fraud or 
depreciation, which muſt otherwiſe incvitably take place in the cir- 
culation of this paper. If manufacturers were in ſuch a ſituation 


a footing of credit with their banker, or in poſſeſſion of good bills, 
which would enable them to produce ſecurity to the amount of the 


to divide them in ſmall ſhares for the accommodation of their euſ- 
tomers, after having depoſited the original tickets as a ſecurity. 
He then gave notice of his intention to move that evening for an 
immediate ſupply of copper coinage in pennies and two-pennies, 
for the relief of the laborious poor. He ſhould not move for any 
ireſh coinage of half-pence, as, if theſe were of the proper- ſtandard, 
they muſt tend to cut out all thoſe which were now in circulation, 
an evil which might be of greater magnitude than the relief it was 
intended to afford. He could not confide for a moment in the dili- 
gence of Miniſters; elſe when they foreſaw, as they mult neceſſarily 
lave done, the approach of this great public calamity, they would 
lave taken meaſures to have had by this time waggon loads of 
this uſeful coin coming up from Bolton's Manufactory at Bir- 
mingham. 

The MASTER OF THE ROLLS agreed with Mr. Sheridan, 
that it would be deſirable to provide a fund to anſwer the notes be- 
fore they were iſſued; but he alſo thought that ſome penalty ſhould 
be annexed to the non-payment of them, and that in a ſummary 
Wy, otherwiſe the poor man, who was not able to go to law with 


ive rich man, might not be able to get his money. He wiſhed te 
Var. I. | 5 B 


3 to juſtify them in iſſuing thoſe notes, they muſt either be on ſuch- 


notes iſſued. He illuſtrated his propoſition by referring to the in- 
ſtance of lottery tickets. The dealers in thoſe tickets were allowed 
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hold out a terror to prevent a man from iſſuing notes, unleſs he had 
effects to anſwer them. 

The SPEAKER obſerved, that, as the clauſe contained a pecu. 
niary penalty, it could not be inſerted into the bill, unleſs it went 
through a Committee of the whole Houſe ; and the place to argue 
on the inſufficiency of the penalty, would be in that Committee; and 
the Houſe having accordiogly reſol ved itfelf into a Committee on 
the bill, 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T then ſpoke againſt the penal part of the 
clauſe : he thought it would be hard that, to perſonal misfortune, 
perſonal diſgrace, and puniſhment, ſhould be ſuperadded. With 
reſpect to what had fallen from Mr. Sheridan about copper coin, he 
had no objection to the addreſs which he meant to offer: and he 
thought it neceſſary then to inform the Houfe that directions had 
been already given, and proper meaſures taken to promote that 
object. 

Mr. SHERIDAN, Mr. WILBERFORCE, Mr. FOX, and 
Mr. BRYAN EDWARDS, ſpoke upon the clauſe. The lat— 
ter exprefſed himſelf directly againſt the bill, becauſe it went to 
multiply the quantity of paper in circulation ; and thus increaſe the 
very evil which had cauſed the diſtreſs of the country. The clauſe 
then went through the Committee, in which the penalty that a 
Magiſtrate might inflict was limited to the ſum of twenty ſhillings; 
and being reported, it was added to the bill by way of rider. 

Mr. W. BIRD then deſired, that the duration of -the bill might 
be limited to one month inſtead. of three, with a power to renew 
the at if neceſſary. 

The SPEAKER obſerved, that in the interval between the ex- 
piration and the renewal of the bill, the Eaſter receſs would occur, 
ſo that there might not be time to renew it. 

Mr. BASTARD ſaid, he could not fit in his place aid hear 
holidays talked of at a time when the ſalvation of the country was 
at flake. A clauſe was then brought up to continue the bill in 
force till Monday the 1 of May; after which, the bill paſſed 
the Houſc. 

Mr. SHERIDAN then moved, © That an humble addreſs be 
* preſented to His Majeſty, that he will be graciouſly pleaſed to 
cc give directions that meaſures may be taken for procuring an im- 
« mediate ſupply of ſuch copper coinage as may be beſt adapted 
© to the payment of the laborious poor in the preſent exigeney · 
Ordered. 5 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS. It was my intention this night © 
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have given notice of a motion for Monday, not then conceiving that 
the intelligence on which it is founded had been got abroad ſo gene- 
rally among the public, as I ſince find it has done. Having, how- 
ever, perceived that the intelligence is as extenſively known as it 
is matter of the higheſt ſatisfaction and exultation, I cannot for one 
moment delay affording an opportunity to this Houſe to expreſs thoſe 
ſentiments of admiration and gratitude which every Britiſh boſom 
muſt feel on ſuch an occaſion. One reaſon why I was chiefly un- 
willing to bring forward a motion of thanks on this day was, that 
| was extremely deſirous, that, previous to that ſtep, the Houſe and 
the public ſhould be in poſſeſſion of all the facts and documeats re- 
ative to this illuſtrious tranſaction. I was anxious not to proceed 
to this pleaſing taſk of my duty without being ſanctioned by the 
authority of the gallant Admiral himſelf, who, in his official dif- 
patches, has detailed all the circumſtances relative to this glorious 
event, with a degree of perſpicuity and clearneſs which reflect on 
him the higheſt honour, and which I only ſhould injure by any 
ſtatement or repetition of mine. Woaving, however, any detail, 
and ſatisfied that the general knowledge of the event can only ex- 
ate in this Houſe the ſame rapturous ſenſations, which I underſtand 
have been already expreſſed by the public, in order to command 
tie mott cordial and heartfelt aſſent to the motion which I now 
mean to bring forward, it is only neceffary for me to intimate that 
accounts have this day arrived in town that a Britiſh Admiral with 
hfteen ſail of the line, fought, purſued, attacked, and conquered a 
fleet of the enemy, conſiſting of twenty-ſeven fail of the line, and, 
as trophies of this victory, the moſt ſignal and illuſtrious that ever 
was achieved in the annals of the Britiſh navy, has ſent into port 
as prizes two ſhips of 112 guns each, and two others, one of 80 
ond one of 70 guns, Whether he has ſince reaped any more glo- 
tious trophies of his diſtinguiſhed ſucceſs, I am now not enabled 
to ſtate to the Houſe. But ſure J am, that every Britiſh heart 
muſt be united to pay the gallant Admiral that tribute of gratitude 
and admiration due to his admirable conduct and his eminent ſer- 
vices to the public. - Penetrated with this feeling, and anxious no 
longer to repreſs the impatience which every Member muſt feel to 
join in this tribute, I ſhall conclude with now moving, T hat the 
thanks of this Houſe to be given to Admiral Sir John Jervis, 
Knight of the moſt Honourable Order of the Bath, for his able 
* and gallant conduct in the moſt brilliant and deciſive victory 
* obtained over the Spaniſh fleet, on the 14th day of February laſt, 
* by the fleet under his command.” 

Mr. FOX, In ſeconding this motion, I rife only to ſay a very 
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few words. By returning our thanks on this occaſion, we cant 
but feel with peculiar pride and ſatisfaction, that we expreſs our 
gratitude and acknowledgements for the moſt brilliant and illuſtrious 
exploit ever performed in the annals of this country. 

Mr. KEENE. I do not conveive that on- this occaſion a mere 
expreſſion ot our thanks is a ſufiicient teſtimony of our ſenſe of 
the merit of the gallant Admiral. I think it our indiſpenſable 
duty to fello it up with a reſolution that may ſubſtantially mark 
the dee impreſſion we feel of the diſtinguiſhed ſervice that has been 
rendered to the country, and which I am confident will meet the 
general wiſhes of the nation, and command the warmeſt tribute of 
public approbation. I ſhall therefore move, © That an humble 
e addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty, that His Majeſty would be 
„ oraciouil; pleated to conter ſome ſignal mark of his royal favour 
« on Admiral Sir John Jervis, for his gallant and meritorious ex- 
&« ertions on the 14th of February, &c.“ 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS. I ſhould be extremely ſorry that 
any difagreement of opinion thould ariſe on any motion ſuggeſted 
on this occaſion, No man who knows my ſentiments of the cha- 
racter and public ſervices of the gallant Admiral, can poſſibly ſuſ- 
pect that I ſhould be in the ſmalleit degree backward to bear the 
moſt decided teſtimony to his merits, or conceive any reward too 
great for his diſtinguiſhed and ſucceſsful exertions ; but at the ſame 
time by expreſſing their tanks on this occaſion, the Houle diſcharęe 
that duty which belongs to them. It is ſurely not neegflary for them 
to interfere with the reward which is ſo eminently due to this illul- 
trious character, or to take out of the hands of His Majeſty the taſo 
which peculiarly belongs to the royal office, and which muſt be ſo 
highly gratifying to the royal feelings. It cannot ſurely be ſuſpected 
that in this inſtance, there will be any want either of inclination or 
promptitude on the part of the Executive Government, to do jul- 
tice to the eminent ſervices of the gallant Admiral, and to meet the 
wiſhes of a grateful people. 

Mr. MARTIN. This naval victory affords me peculiar ſatis- 
faction, as it furniſhes a decided proof, that if we conhne our opc- 
rations to fea affairs, we cannot fail of ſucceſs, and ſhall at once 
conſult the intereſts of humanity and the glory of the Britiſh 
empire; | 

Mr. KEENE. Notwithſtanding what has been urged by the 
right honourable Secretary, I am ſtill of opinion that it is incumbent 
upon this Houſe to expreſs ſome peculiar mark of their approbation 
for a ſervice which is univerſally admitted to be the moſt merito- 
rious and diſtinguiſhed that has ever occurred in the annals of # 
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country. I am convinced that it is only by adopting the motion I 
have propoſed that the Houſe can render a juſt tribute to the me- 
rits of the gallant Admiral, or adequately meet the gratcful ſenſe 
of the nation at large. At all events I am deſirous for the ſake of 
this illuſtrious perfen that my motion may be recorded on the Jour- 
nals of this Houſe. Mr. Keene concluded with repeating the 
terms of the motion. | 
Sir CHARLES BUNBURY roſe to ſecond the motion. I am 
convinced, that if Parliament are deſirous to evince on this occaſion 
that they feel along with their conſtituents, they cannot diſcover too 
great promptitude in conferring on the gallant Admiral the moft 
fonal and unequivocal proof of their gratitude and admiration. 
This brave officer by his conduct has ſtamped a reputation which 
will be as laſting as the annals of Britiſh glory. The name of 
Jervis will ever be dear and illuſtrious to his country. One of the 
captured ſhips, which rank among the trophies of his victory, ſug- 
geſts a title appropriate to the character of the gallant Admiral. 
Allow me to greet him by the appellation of Suvader del Munds. 
Mr. Chancellor PITT. I could not poſſibly have conceived 
that, on this particular topic, any point could have occurred, which 
would in the ſmalleſt degree be diſtreſſing to my feelings. I do 
not, however, know, that any ſubject could poſſibly have been intro- 
duced ſo extremely diſtreſſing to my feelings as the preſent motion. 
It cannot ſurcly be conceived that there can cxiſt the ſmalleſt dif- 
ference of ſentiment with reſpect to the extent and value of the 
ſervices of the gallant Admiral, or the feelings of gratitude and ad- 
miration which are due to his character. But even amidſt thoſe 
effuſions of gratirude and admiration, which are peculiarly called 
torth by that brilliant and decifive exploit which engages our preſent 
attention, it is incumbent upon the Houſe not to ſuffer tliemſelves 
to be carried from the ſenſe of propricty by the impulſe of their feel- 
ings, or amidſt the ardour of their acknowledgements to confound 
thoſe diſtin functions which belong to the different bodies of the 
Legiſlature. I again repeat that, with reſpect to the extent of the 
merit and the value of the ſervices of the brave officer in queſtion, 
there can be no difference of opinion, nor can any expreſſion of 
approbation, and teſtimony of reward, be conceived too great for his 
admirable conduct, and diſtinguiſked ſervices to the country. But 
{ muſt ſuggeſt to the Houſe, tranſcendant as is the brilliancy of the 
preſent tranſaction, whether the hiſtory of this country can be ex- 
pected in the preſent moment, to produce any inſtance of gallantry 
and proweſs of ſuch extenſive benefit, and unrivalled ſplendor, as 
cannot find ſome nearly fimilar example in its former annals. 
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There is, ſurely, no point of military glory, no proof of profeſſional 
deſert, on the part of Britiſh officers, which is new to the records of 
our national fame. But at no period, I believe, has it ever occurred, 
that on the firſt intimation of victory, ſuch a motion ſhould be 
brought forward in this Houſe. Can it poſſibly be ſuſpeRed, that 
on the part of the higheſt branch of the Ligiſlature, there is ſuch 
an extreme inſenſibility to the glory and intereſt of the country that 
there can exiſt the ſmalleſt diſpoſition to overlook the merits, or paſs 
by the claims of the moſt valuable ſervants of the public? I d 
not know that in any former inſtance of the moſt ſplendid achieve- 
ments, any ſuch proceeding as that which is now propoſed was ſane- 
tioned by the Houſe of Commons. I can confidently refer to what 
took place with reſpect to the gallant and beneficial ſervices of Rod- 
ney, of Keppel, and of Howe - Officers, in whoſe cafe, the Houſe 
will not ſurcly be accuſed of having felt any coldneſs of approbation, 
or deficiency of gratitude. But what will, perhaps, be conſidered 
as a ſtill more extraordinary inſtance in the hiſtory of the country, 
I am not aware that any ſuch procceding was even adopted with 
reſpect to the famous Duke of Marlborough, whoſe name makes ſo 
illuſtrious a figure in the annals of the country. Can it be ſuppoſed 
that the Crown can ever require to be prompted to pay the juſt 
tribute of approbation and honour to thoſe who have eminently 
fignalized themſeves by their profeſſional merits, and their public 
ſervices ? If the Houſe feel peculiar ſentiments of ſatisfaction and 
gratitude in contemplating the meritorious exploit of the gallant 
Admiral, it muſt be no ſmall addition to their pleaſure to find that 
the fame ſentiments are no leſs felt by that part of the Legiſlature 
to which we are all hound to look up with the higheſt reſpect, and 
to which it peculiarly belongs to diſtinguiſh by its favours thoſe 
whom it honours with its approbation. On the part of His Ma- 
jeſty's Miniſters, I can ſafely affirm, that before this laſt ſplendid in- 
ſtance of the good conduct and valour of the gallant Admiral, we 

have not been remiſs in watching the uniform tenor of his profel- 
_ fional career; we have witneſſed in the whole of his proceedings, 
fuch inſtances of perſeverance, of diligence, and of exertion in the 
public ſervice, as though leſs brilliant and dazzling than this laſt 
exploit, are only leſs meritorious, as they are put in competition 
with the glory of a ſingle day, which has produced ſuch extenſive, 
and incalculable benefits to the Britiſh empire. Feeling ſuch to 
have been my high ſenſe of the conduct of this brave officer, during 
the whole of his command, I am not afraid of incurring any im- 
putation of a deſire to ſubtract from his merits, or to withhold the 
honours to which he has ſo juſtly eſtabliſhed his claim. I am on 
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geſirous that the approbation of this Houſe ſhould be conveyed in a 
manner conſiſtent with the practice of the country, and the courſe 
of the Conſtitution. I confeſs, that I ſhould feel myſelf infinitely 
relieved by the conſent of the honourable gentleman to withdraw 
his motion. If he ſhould perſiſt to preſs it on the Houſe, un- 
doubtedly, I ſhall not atteinpt to get rid of it by a direct negative 
on ſuch a day as this, that were impoſſible—but I ſhall meet it 
by moving the previous queſtion, h 
Mr. SHERIDAN. It is impoſſible but that every man muſt 
feel the ſentiment that every thing that can be done by this Houſe 
ought to be done in the preſent inſtance to expreſs our high ſenſe of 
the diſtinguiſhed merit and eminent ſervices of the gallant Admiral. 
| differ, however, from the honourable mover of the reſolution, 
who has ſtated, that for the ſake of Sir John Jervis, he is, at all 
events, defirous that it ſhould appear on the Journals of this Houſe. 
If the motion be put and oppoſed, to inſert it on the journals of this 
Houſe, inſtead of adding to the well- earned reputation of that brave 
officer, would, I conceive, have a contrary effect. The journals of 
this Houſe do not contain the records of that bave officer's glory. 
They would only bear teſtimony to the rejection of the motion. 1 
cannot, however, ſubmit to the doctrine that this Houſe have no 
right to interfere to expreſs their marked approbation of a diſtin- 
guiſhed character, or to apply to His Majeſty to ſignalize the moft 
eminent public ſervices by a peculiar mark of his royal favour. If 
there was any chance that the preſent motion would be paſſed una- 
nimouf]y, it would experience my warmeſt approbation. I cannot 
allow the proud boaſt of the right honourable gentleman to paſs un- 
noticed, that in no inſtance has there appeared on the part of the 
Executive Government any degree of inſenſibility to the worth of 
gallant officers, or any want of promptitude to reward the claims 
of public ſervices. The very mention of the name of the honour- 
able Admiral muſt forcibly recal the recollection of the former ſer- 
vices, and the degree of attention which they experienced from the 
Executive Government. No mark of honour—no teſtimony of 
reward has hitherto followed from his gallant exertions, which Mi- 
liſters feel themſelves compelled to notice in terms of the higheſt 
panegyric. While they have withheld from him, and other illuſ- 
ious characters, the juſt reward of their merit, on whom have 
they choſen to throw away their honours? On perſons, who have 
0 pretenſions to profeſſional deſert, who can exhibit no claims of 
Public ſervice. The late inſtances of individuals, on whom, for no 
teaſon whatever that could juſtify any addition of dignity in the 
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undoubtedly tend to cheapen the honour, and to take away from it 
all idea of reward for public ſervices. If any honour could be con- 
Xerred on the gallant Admiral in a way ſo marked as to ſeparate it 
from the maſs of honours which have been laviſhed on others, it 
would undoubtedly only be a juſt tribute for his diſtinguiſhed ſer. 
vices. I conceive that I am fully borne out by fads, when I aver 
that honours have not lately been conferred in a manner agreeable 
to the public voice, or the public wiſucs. I need only allude to the 
inſtance of a noble Lord (Howe) who, by his gallant and able eon- 
duct, had formed the ſtrongeſt claims upon the gratitude and juſtice 
of his country. A blue ribband was then vacant. It was pointed 
out for the noble Lord by public expectation and public rumour, 
The noble Lord could certainly feel no defire for ſuch a diſtinction 
from any motive of perſonal vanity : but it was natural he ſhould 
wich for the dignity of the ſervice to which he belonged, that it 
ſhould experience the moſt diſtinguiſhed marks of the royal approba- 
tion. But inſtead of the blue ribband being given to the gallant 
and venerable Admiral, he was offered a paltry bauble, which he 
properly rejected, white this ſignal honour, which ought only to be 
accorded to the higheſt merit, was jerked on the ſhoulders of a per- 
ſon, for what claims of public ſervice, I conſeſs, I do not know, 
and I am difpoſed to think that the country muſt be equally at a 
loſs to diſcover. 
Mr. KEENE. I was certainly anxious to mark the conduct 
of the gallant Admiral by the moſt diſtinguiſhed teſtimony of ap- 
probation which this Houſe could confer ; but in compliance with 
what I find to be the wiſh of a great majority in this Houſe, I 
ſhall not perſiſt to preſs any motion. 
„ Mr, FOX. I certainly do not riſe to object to withdrawing the 
motion, I riſe only to enter my decided proteſt againſt the docirine 
laid down by the right honourable gentleman, as if there was any 
thing contrary to the forms of this Houſe, or the praQice of the 
Conſtitution, in expreſſing our opinion in the moſt decided manner 
of ſervices, eminent to a degree beyond any that ever called forward 
the honours of the Crown, or the rewards of the Houſe. If this 
queſtion had come to a diviſion, I undoubtedly ſhould have voted for 
it; I am perſuaded that the propoſition it contains is perfectly con- 
ſiſtent with the nature of the Conſtitution ; nor do I conceive that 
it would leſſen the glory and ſplendour of the achievements of the 
gallant Admiral, that they were recommended to the notice and 
favour of His Majeſty by the voice of the Repreſentatives of the 
People. 
The original motion of thanks to Sir John Jervis was then cat: 
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ned nem. con. with the moſt rapturous burſt of ſatisfaction from every 
quarter of the Houſe. 

Mr. Secretary DUN DAs then moved, “ That the thanks of 
« this Houſe be given to the Vice-Admirals Charles "Thompſon 
« and the honourable William Waldegrave, Rear-Admiral Wil- 
« liam Parker, Commodore (now Rear-Admiral) Horatio Nelfon, 
« Captain (now Sir Robert) Calder (Knight), Firſt Captain to 
« Admiral Sir John Jervis, and to the ſeveral Captains and Offi- 
« cers of the fleet under the command of the ſaid Admiral, for their 
« bravery and gallant conduct on the above-mentioned moſt glorious 
« occaſion ; and that Admiral Sir John Jervis do ſignify the ſame 
« to them.” Paſſed nem. con. : 

Mr. Sceretary Dundas ſaid, that in the next motion he was 
to make, he was confident that he ſhould meet the ſentiments of Sir 
John Jervis, who, on this occafion, had given the moſt flattering 
teſtimony to the good conduct and gallantry of the reſpective crews, 
and who muſt be deſirous that thoſe brave tars ſhould be conſidered 
by the Houſe of Commons as ſharers of the merit, and partners of 
the glory of this brilliant and deciſive victory. He therefore moved, 
« That this Houſe doth highly approve of, and acknowledge the 
t ſervices of the ſeamen, marines, and ſoldiers, on board the ſhips 
under the command of Admiral Sir John Jervis, in the late 
« moſt glorious victory over the Spaniſh fleet; and that the Cap- 
« tains of the ſeveral ſhips do ſignify the ſame to their reſpeQive 
«* crews, and do thank them for their gallant behaviour.” Paſſed 
nem. con. 

Mr. GREY thought it neceſſary to ſay a few words on the ſub- 
| of the victory gained by Sir John Jervis, in which he declared, 
he felt as much ſatisfaction as any gentleman in the Houſe, both on 
account of the ſignal ſplendour of the action, and with reſpect to his 
perſonal friendſhip for the gallant Admiral. The extraordinary ſuc- 
ceſs which reſulted from the conduct of Sir John Jervis, ought, in 
his opinion, to be marked with a diſtinction as great as it was poſſi- 
ble to confer. He begged leave to notice, that ſuch a meaſure was 
not without a precedent, as, in the year 1704, when the Duke of 
Marlborough gained a decifive victory over the army of Lewis the 
Fourtcenth, an addreſs was agreed to by the Houſe of Commons, 
bumbly praying that Her Majeſty would take into her gracious con- 

deration the propriety of carrying into execution ſome meaſure 
tat might perpetuate the memory of the ſucceſs which attended her 
«ms under the command of his Grace. | 1 

Mr. SHERIDAN moved, That there be laid before the 

* Houſe, an account of the ſavings, if any, that had been mage in 
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tc confequence of the Report of the Commiſſioners appointed to 
.« inquire into the ſituation and expences of certain offices,” — 
Agreed to. 

Alſo, „An account of any relief or advantage that may be made 
© to reſult to the Public in conſequence of the Report of the Com- 
© miſſioners appointed to inquire into the ſtate of the Crown 
“ Lands.” 

Mr. Chancellor PITT did not ſee the neceſſity of producing the 
account called for, eſpecially as no grounds had been adduced for 
the propriety of their production. There was no queſtion of any 
immediate pecuniary relief being derived from the ſale of the 
Crown Lands, though no inconſiderable advantage might rea- 
ſonably be expected to ariſe to the Public from their gradual im- 
provement. 

Mr. COURTENAY moved for a copy of the application made 
in 1783, by the Tellers in Exchequer, to the Lords Commiſ- 
fioners of the Treaſury, with regard to the mode of paying their ſa- 
laries, and the proceedings held thereon. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T expreſſed his ſurprize, how this ſubject 
could have occupied the honourable gentleman's mind for fourteen 
years, without his having intimated it till 1797, When the queſtion 
could not be folved, without recurring to ſo remote a period. He 
confeſſed that he did not bear the particular occurrence in re- 
collection. : 

Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, that the reaſon why the Tight honour- 
able gentleman ſeemed ignorant of the circumſtances alluded to, 
was, doubtleſs, becauſe he (Mr. Pitt) was not at that period Firſt 
Lord of the Treaſury. The motion made by him and his honour- 
able friend were not without their object and their grounds; for 
they were connected with a motion reſpecting the retrenchment 
of ſinecure places, which was expected to take place on Mon- 
day next. ä 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T ſaid, that no diſtinct anſwer could be 
given to any gentleman on a detached fact, the eonnection of which 
could not now appear with a motion, with the particular views of 
which the Houſe were as yet unacquainted. ; 
Mr. GREY could not perceive the neceſſity of ſtating the partr- 
cular views of the motion alluded to; neither did he ſee that any 
' inconvenience could ariſe from the production of the accounts non 
called for. Similar motions for an inquiry into theſe abuſes had 
frequently been made during the laſt fourtcen years; but they Wer 
always unfortunately rejected. | 1 f 
M. HARRISON did not wiſh to withhold any of the mot ic 
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or views of his intended motion. He had more anxious, though, 
perhaps, not better-founded hopes, that now, at leaſt, under the ge- 
neral preſſure of diſtreſs that weighed upon the country, ſome alle. 
viation might be derived from the abolition of the ſinecure places; 
for ſome check muſt neceſſarily be ſoon put to the prodigality of 
Miniſters, and their wanton profuſion of the public money. 

After a few obſervations from Mr. Courtenay and Mr. Sheridan, 
their reſpective motions were withdrawn. 

Mr. BRAMSTON brought up the Report of the Committee 
appointed to inquire into the ſtate of the Bank, which was read, as 
follows : | 


| « March 3, 1797. 
The Committee appointed to examine and ſtate the total 
amount of out-ſtanding demands on the Bank of England, 
and likewiſe of the Funds for diſcharging the ſame ; and to 
report the reſult thereof to the Houſe, together with their 
opinion on the neceſſity of providing for the confirmation 
and continuance, for a time to be limited, of meaſures taken, 
in purſuance of the minute of Council on the 26th of Fe- 
bruary laſt ; and who are empowered to report their proceed-, 
ings from time to time to the Houſe ; have, purſuant to the 
order of the Houſe, proceeded to examine into the ſeveral 
matters referred to their conſideration, and have unanimouſly, 
agreed upon the following report, viz. ; 15 
« Your Committee have examined the total amount of out- 
ſtanding demands on the Bank of England, and likewiſe of the 
Funds for diſcharging the ſame; and think it their duty, without 
loſs of time, to ſtate thoſe total amounts, and to report the reſult 
thereof to the Houſe. | 
„ Your Committee find upon ſuch examination, that the total 
amount of out-ſtanding demands on the Bank, on the 25th day of 
February laſt (to which day the accounts could be completely made 
up) was 13,770, 39ol.; and that the total amount of the Funds 
for diſcharging thoſe demands (not including the permanent debt due 
from Government of 11,686,800l., which bears an intereſt of 
three per cent.) was on the ſame 25th day of February laſt 
17,597,280l. ; and that the reſult is, that there was, on the 25th 
Gy of February laſt, a ſurplus of effects belonging to the Bank 
beyond the amount of their debts, amounting to the ſum of 
3826,890l. excluſive of the above-mentioned permanent debt of 
11,686,800l. due from Government. 
And your Committee farther repreſent, that fince the 25th 
C February laſt conſiderable iſſues have been made by the Bank in 
8 5 C 2 
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bank notes, both upon Government ſecurities and in diſcounting 
bills, the particulars of which could not immediately be made up; 
but as thoſe iſſues appear to your Committee to have been made 
upon correſponding ſecurities, taken with the uſual care and atten. 
tion, the actual balance in favour of the Bank did not appear to your 
Committee to have been thereby diminiſhed.” 

e Report was ordered to be printed, and, on the motion of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, ordered to be taken into con- 
fideration on Monday. | 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL faid, that he could not avoid 
expreſſing his ſatisfaction at the Report of the Committee, which he 
was convinced would afford, not only conſolation, but even impart 
energy to the Houſe, and to the public mind. The Committee had 
proceeded to a faithful diſcharge of their duty in examining the firſt 
object pointed out to them by the order of the Houſe, but they 
found the ſecond an object of too much importance to come to an 
immediate decifion. They would, however, with all poſſible 
: diſpatch, proceed to the conſideration of it, though they could 
not fix a time for making their Report with reſpect to the cauſes 
which produced the Order of Council, and the neceſſity of pro- 
viding for the confirmation 'and continuance of it. He had, 
however, the ſtrongeſt reaſons to think that there would appear the 
moſt ſatisfactory grounds to warrant in ae firſt inſtance the ne- 
ceſſity of the meaſure. 

Mr. GREY declared, that as the right honourable gentleman 
had obſerved it was impoſlible to aſcertain any particular time for 
the Report of the Committee on the ſecond conſideration, he ſhould 
add that the Committee had loſt no time in the inquiry which they 
had already made, and they would not loſe time in their farther 
compliance with the order of the Houſe. 

Mr. FOX wiſhed to know why the right honourable gentleman 
appeared to be convinced that the Report of the Committee would 
fatisfy gentlemen on the neceſſity of the meaſure? How could the 
learned gentleman aſcertain what would be the reſult of the exami- 
ration, as the Committee had not yet entered upon the ſecond 
branch of the inquiry ? 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL wiſhed to be underſtood to 
give ho opinion as to the cauſes. 

Mr. GREY obſerved, that the Houſc was in poſſeſſion of all the 
information which had come before the Committee, but that 
nothing could be brought forward with reſpect to the neceſſity of 
the meaſure, as the cauſes had not been yet taken into diſcuſſion- 

Ihe order of the day being read for inſtituting an inquiry 189 


Manch 3. DEBATES. 749 


the conduct of Miniſters, on occafion of the late attempt of the 
French to invade Ireland, 

Mr. WHITBREAD prefaced his motion in a ſpeech, of which 
the following is the ſubſtance :—After waiting with patience and 
reſpe to hear the very important and intereſting buſineſs which, 
till this moment, has occupied the attention of the Houſe, and 
which is ſo highly entitled to its notice, I now riſe, Sir, to'make 
that motion of which I gave notice ſome time ago ; and which, im- 
portant as it is, but for the more momentous buſineſs which engaged 
the entire and anxious conſideration of the Houſe on Monday laſt, 
I ſhould on that evening have brought forward. Impreſſed as I 
am with the great weight and conſequence attached to it, as involv- 
ing in it the deareſt and moſt valuable concerns of the country 
late, Sir, as the hour is, at which I am to enter upon it, I muſt; 


nevertheleſs, intreat the indulgence of the Houſe for a few moments 


before I proceed to the ſubject in queſtion—till I deliver my indi- 
vidual ſentiments, and pay my poor tribute of acknowledgment and 
praiſe to the glorious and ſplendid victory of which the Houſe has 
this night been informed. No man in this Houſe, Sir, or in this 
Country, can have a higher opinion than I have, of the courage, the 
gallantry, the ſkill, and ability of the gallant Admiral, and the 
Officers and Seamen aQing under him, who have achieved an 
action ſo eminently glorious. No man can be more defirous of 
tonferring on him and them every praiſe, and every exalted diſtine- 
tion which ſuch brilliant conduct deſerves. At the fame time, Sir, 
that I ſay this, I muſt beg leave to obſerve, that ſuch glorious an- 
nals of the events are by no means unprecedented in the Britiſh 
navy. However, Sir, willing and defirous as I am to allow to 
this gallant action every poſſible degree of merit, and every praiſe 
which the moſt enthuſiaſtic admirer of extraordinary victories can 
wiſh for or defire, I muſt beg leave to call the attention of the 
Houſe to the circumſtances which have juſt been related to us, con- 
cerning the ſituation and number of ſhips with which this gallant 
Admiral has acquired ſo great, ſo brilliant, and fo deciſive a ſupe- 
nority. The inequality of ſhips on our part, under the command 
of Admiral Sir John Jervis, is very great, almoſt, Sir, in a propor- 
tion of two to one. While, therefore, we view the ſplengbur of 
this victory with every degree of admiration, and joyful exultation 
i ſo eminently deſerves, it becomes us ſeriouſly to eonſider, whethet 
the eircumſtance alone does not loudly call on us to inſtitute an in- 
quiry into the conduct of the Firſt Lord of the Admiralty, for his 
neglect of reinforcing the ſquadron which was in a ſervice ſo diſtant 
as that of the Mediterranean, when he knew that the Spaniards 
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were added to the liſt of our naval adverſaries. In my opinion, in 
- the ſame degree of proportion in which we praiſe and admire the 
glorious victory which Sir John Jervis has obtained—a victory, the 
conſequences of which muſt be ſo valuable and important to the firſt 
intereſts of this country ; in an equal degree ought we to affix blame 
and culpability for ſo groſs and glaring a neglect as that of leaving 
him with ſuch a prodigious inferiority of force. We are told, Sir, 
by the right honourable Secretary of State, in the detail which he has 
Juſt given the Houſe of this fortunate and gallant achievement, that 
with fifteen ſhips of the line Admiral Sir John Jervis has defeated a 
fleet of the Spaniards, which conſiſted of twenty-ſeven line of battle 
ſhips, of which he has taken four. Fortunate and glorious as this 
aQion has proved to the reputation of the Britiſh navy, and thoſe 
who command and conduct it, we cannot but call to mind how 
dreadful would have been the reverſe of the fate of that memorable 
day, had victory declared itſelf in favour of the enemy. What, Sir, 
at this moment, muſt have been the ſenſations of the people of this 
country? What would they have ſaid, if, in ſpite of the bravery, 
the diſcipline, the judgement, and glory of Sir John Jervis—tor 
glory, I maintain, Sir, does not always conſiſt in ſucceſs what 
would they have. ſaid, if, in defiance of all thoſe ſuperior abilities for 
which the character of the Britiſh Officers and Seamen are ſo emi- 
nently conſpicuous, the reverſe of the pleaſing picture of this bril- 
liant victory had this night been held up to us, and we had been 
told that Sir John Jervis had been defeated, in conſequence of the 
immenſe ſuperiority of numbers in the fleet which the enemy 
brought into action againſt us? I have no doubt, Sir, but the voice 
of the country at large would, undoubtedly and inevitably, have 
called loudly and univerſally for an IMPEACHMENT of the 
Firſt Lord of the Admiralty. I think, Sir, that this Houſe would, 
in ſuch a caſe, have been pretty ready to join the voice of the People, 
and to ſecond them in ſo neceſſary a meaſure. The unparalleled 
ſucceſs which has attended the ſkill and bravery of our fleet, by no 
means alter the ſtate of the queſtion. It was the duty of the Firſt 
Lord of the Admiralty, and of His Majeſty's Miniſters in general, 
tohave taken care that our fleet ſhould bear ſome degree of propor- 
tion to that of the enemy ; and therefore it evidently appears that 
the inferiority being ſo very great, it is high time an inquiry into the 
oonduct of Miniſters ſhould immediately take place. I hope, Sit, 
the time is not far diſtant, nay, I flatter myſelf it is very near in- 
deed, when this Houſe will think it neceſſary to go ſeriouſly and 
actively into an extenſive and deep inquiry into the ſtate of the na- 
lian at large. Such an inquiry has long been wanted. The ver) 
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momentous information which has been laid before the Houſe, and 
which has engaged their moſt ſerious and deliberate, as well as 
anxious conſideration, fince Monday laſt, ſhews, beyond a poſſibility 
of doubt, the inevitable neceſſity of inquiry upon the broadeſt and 
moſt efficacious baſis. This inquiry has often been moved for ſince 
the commencement of this deſtructive and diſaſtrous war, by ſeveral 
of my honourable friends near me, but has as conſtantly been evaded 
and warded off by the Miniſter, and thoſe who have ſupported 
him hitherto in this Houſe. But the face of affairs is, within one 
ſhort week, moſt wonderfully changed indeed. The public credit 
of this country, which hitherto had always ſtood on ſuch ſuperior 
| ground, has become ſhook in its very foundation. The miſma- 
nagement of His Majeſty's Miniſters has become notorious to every 
] beholder, and the cry of inquiry into their conduct is not now con- 
; fined to the Members of Oppoſition in this Houſe alone, but is 

zone abroad, and is now echoed back upon us from every corner of 
J the kingdom : it is become the awful, the univerſal, and the united 
y wiſh and deſire of the whole people. Though this inquiry, there- 
fore, has been ſo often refuſed, I think His Majeſty's Miniſters 


t cannot much longer keep it off; and as a preliminary or harbinger 
r to that inquiry on a large ſcale, which I have juſt now hinted at, I 
» hope and truſt that the Houſe. will this night agree to the motion 
bo which I ſhall have the honour to ſubmit to their conſideration; 
n and that they will agree to the limited inquiry I have now in view, 
\e as to the conduct of His Majeſty's Miniſters, with reſpe&t to the 
y late attempt of the French to invade our ſiſter kingdom of Ireland. 
e It is extremely apparent and well known to every man in this 
re country, of the leaſt degree of information, that the expences of the 
10 preſent war have exceeded, beyond any degree of compariſon, the 
d, expences of all former wars in which this country has ever been 
e, unfortunately engaged, from the carlieſt periods of our hiſtory, It 
ed is almoſt incredible to relate, but it is, alas, not leſs ſtrange and 
10 lamentable than it is true, that with a fleet, conſiſting of upwards 


of five hundred veſſels of war of various denominations, at this 
moment in commiſſion, the captures, within the laſt three months, 
of our merchant ſhips, have been greater and more numerous than 
can be furniſhed in any three months which have ever preceded 
them. In this immenſe number of ſhips of war, I have juſt men- 
tioned no jeſs, Sir, than ninety ſhips of the line are in the European 
Sas. With ſuch a force, how thoſe captures. could have been 
made, except from the culpable negle& or miſconduct of His Ma- 


% unfortunately for this country, but too well aſcertained. ta admit 


kty's Miniſters, I am at a loſs to imagine. The fact, however, 
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of a doubt. I now come, Sir, to ſpeak of that particular negleq 
and miſconduQ which more immediately gives riſe to the preſent 
motion. The firſt infarmation on authority which this Houſe re- 
ceived relative to the intention of the enemy to invade this country, 
was conveyed to us by His Majefty's ſpeech on the opening of the 
| ſeſſion. Meaſures were in conſequence adopted by His 

Majeſty's Miniſters, in order to repel this threatened attack upon us 
at our own doors. Several bills were paſſed for putting the country 
into the ſtrongeſt and beſt poſſible poſture of defence. Whether 
thoſe meaſures were the beit that might have been adopted, is not 
now the ſubject of inquiry. In forming a grand and general plan 
of defence, I can ſcarcely believe, however, that any gentleman 
now preſent, or, indeed, in the whole country, will differ in opinion 
with me, when I ſay that Miniſters ought to have conſidered, and 
been prepared for the defence of Ireland alſo. Information had 
been received through various channels, that Ireland was one object 
of the meditated attack of the enemy. Had any meaſures of the 

ſmalleſt efficacy, I aſk, been taken towards the defence of Ireland 
when the attempt to invade it was actually made? I believe not. 
Howe ver, Sir, I do not deſire that my word alone ſhould be taken 
on the ſubject; I only entreat the attention of the Houſe to the real 
fituation of that country when the enemy were on the very coaſt, 
and that from the letter of the Commander in Chief in that 
quarter of it, General Dalrymple, and I will then leave every 
Member of the Houſe to draw his own inferences and concluſions 
-upon the point. It appears, Sir, in this gentleman's letter, that 
inſtead of any effectual meaſures having been previouſly taken for 
an efficient defence, every thing remained to be done. He fays, 
after mentioning the appearance of the enemy in Bantry Bay, that 
he will immediately proceed to put every thing into the moſt ſpeedy 
and proper train, for the purpoſe of fruſtrating the deſign of the 
enemy. Is this being in a proper ſtate of defence againſt ſuch an 
active and enterprizing enemy as we have to contend with? If it is, 
I am no judge of thoſe matters. But, Sir, it appears by the moſt 
authentic information received from thence, that there was not any 
thing like an adequate force for defence in that part of the country- 
There were not at the time more, if ſo many, as three thouſand re. 
gular troops to oppoſe the whole force of the French. The city of 
Cork was, therefore, in the moſt imminent peril of falling into their 
hands, had not that God alone, who has ſo often favoured and pro- 
tected this country, prevented it. In that city of Cork, Sir, I alma 
ſhudder to relate, were contained ſtores and provifions of var 
kinds to the amount but what ſignifies the amount, it is a wifi 
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conſideration in a matter of this immenſe magnitude. The amount, 
however, as I have been informed from authority the moſt credit- 
able and reſpectable, was upwards of a million. ſterling in value, 
nearly, if not quite, a million and an half. Among thoſe ſtores, 
Sir, were all the proviſions intended for the uſe of the Britiſh navy 
for the next year; ſo that had they been taken or deſtroyed, the 
Britiſh navy, glorious and ſplendid as its achievements have been 
at all times, when called into action, would have been for a year 
to come altogether annihilated. This, Sir, is a conſideration which, 
when weighed and combined with the joyful news this night com- 
municated to us, cannot fail to make a ſenſible impreſſion on the 
mind of every Member, when he reflects on the dreadful conſe- 
quences which might have followed from this defenceleſs -ſtate of 
the ſiſter kingdom. I muſt now, Sir, entreat the patience! and in- 
dulgence of the Houſe while. I go through a regular ſtatement of the 
motions of the French fleet, and thoſe of our on, from the time 
of the enemy quitting the harbour of Breſt, and a ſhort period an- 
tecedent thereto. Admiral Colpoys, with a fleet of fourteen or 
fifteen fail of the line, was lying off Breſt harbour for ſome 
weeks. The French fleet, however, in defiance of this, failed 
from Breſt on the 15th of December. On the 2oth of that 
month they arrived on the coaſt of Ireland, and ſome of them 
dropped anchor in Bantry Bay. I have here to obſerve, that 
previous to that, and during. the time that Admiral Colpoys was 
with his ſquadron lying off Breſt, Admiral Richery, with. fix 
French ſhips of the line, patſed the ſquadron of Admiral Colpoys, 
and got ſafe into Breſt, On the 2ſt, the enemy caſt anchor in- 
Bantry Bay; ſo that they were at ſea, and on the coaſt of Ireland, 
from the 1 8th of December'to the th of January. On the 2oth 
of December news arrived in England, that the French fleet- had 
quitted Breſt. From the 23d to the 25th, the wind was favours 
able for the nn under the command of Lord Bridport to have 
failed. It continued fair on the 26th and 27th, after which it came 
a-head, and the fleet could not ſail for ſome days. On the 31ſt, 
intelligence came to this country that the French fleet was off the 
caſt of Ireland, and on the ſame day, exactly, Admiral Colpoy 
with the fleet under his command, arrived at Portſmouth. The 
reaſons given for his return with this ſquadron are various and eon- 
wadictory. One was, that his force was not tuthcient to encounter 
Wat of the enemy. If that was a true reaſon, it furniches an 
ditional cauſe for i inquiry into the conduct of Miniſters, and of the 
Firſt Lord of the Admiralty in particular. What, when they hen 
ia information of the active and extenſive prepargyogs is 
1. I, 5D 
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forward at Breſt, ſhall we be told, after the large ſums conſumed in 
_ feeret-ſervice money, and with the immenſe navy in our poſſeſſion, 
they ought not to have ſent out freſh ſhips to reinforce that 
ſquadron ? It is abſurd on the face of it. Admiral Colpoys, toy. 
ever, muſt have received intelligence of the failing of the Breſi 
fleet. Did he ſail in purſuit of them? Did he fail towards the 
coaſt of Portugal after them, where it might, perhaps, have occurred 
to him they were gone? No. Did he fail after them towards the 
coaft of Ireland? No: he ſailed directly for Portſmouth, where he 
arrived on the very day that information was brought they were on 
the Iriſh coaſt. Another reaſon which has been given for the re- 
turn of this ſquadron into port was, that it was ſhort of proviſions, 
In every view of every reaſon for its return the moſt glaring mil. 
conduct and culpability ſtare us in the face. Is it poſſible to con- 
ceive that in all the time Admiral Colpoys lay with his ſquadron off 
Breſt, either freſn ſhips properly victualled could not have been ſent 
to relieve him, or tranſports with proviſions have. been forwarded to 
re- victual his fleet? The queſtion anſwers for itſelf. In every 
thing I have ſaid, Sir, reſpecting Admiral Colpoys, and the flect 
under his command, or what I may hereafter ſay reſpecting Lord 
Bridport, or any other of the gallant othcers I may have ocealion to 
name in the courſe of this debate, I beg leave to aſſure the Houſe, 
that I have the higheſt reſpe& for their ſeveral characters; and that 
do not mean, in the ſlighteſt degree, to utter even a hint to their 
diſadvantage. I mention matters in detail, as a ſtatement of events, 
juſt as they occurred, and have no doubt but every one of thoſe 
officers will be able to give the moſt ſatisfactory explanation of his 
ewn conduct. There is, Sir, alſo, another circumſtance which 
occurred, and which appears very extraordinary. Admiral Elphin- 
ſtone arrived in Ireland, in the Monarch of 7 4 guns, accompanied 
by a frigate. He gave notice to the Caſtle of Dublin, I believe, 
that he, with the ſhip under his command, and with that frigate, 
was ready to join any other force that might be allotted for the pur- 
poſe to go in ſearch of the enemy. Admiral Kingſmill, who 1s 
ſtationed at Cork, alſo iſſued orders for ſeveral frigates and the 
Monarch to fail in queſt of the enemy. Yet, on the. 3d of January, 
we are informed that-Admiral Elphinſtone arrived at Spithead, with 
the Monarch, without having ſeen any of the enemy's flect. On 
the ſame day Lord Bridport, with the ſquadron under his command, 
failed from thence. He went firſt to Breſt, which I have not the 
teaſt doubt appeared to him to be the moſt likely track for falling in 
with the enemy's ſhips, In that idea, however, he was diſap- 
pointed; for his Lordſhip, after ſome days waiting there to no effect 
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or purpoſe, thought it neceſſary to ſhape his courſe to the coaſt of 
Ireland. In this farther purſuit he was equally unſucceſsful, and 
on the 3d of February he returned to Spithead with the fleet under 
his command, without having fallen in with, or even ſeen one 
ſingle ſhip belonging to the ſhattered, diſperſed, and divided fleet of 
the enemy. Thus the deligns of the enemy were only fruſtrated by 
the winds, and the ſafety of Ireland entirely abandoned to the 
chance of the elements. Such, Sir, is the regular ſtatement of 
events as they ſucceſsfully occurred ; and theſe are the grounds 
which 1 have ſtated, on which I mean to found the motion which 
[ ſhall this night ſubmit to the conſideration of the Houſe. 
Numerous as well as various are the objections which have from 
time to time been made to any and every ſpecies of inquiry pending 
a war. The intelligence which may be conveyed to the enemy, in 
conſequence of many circumſtances relative to our ſituation and re- 
ſources being divulged, and which might be turned greatly to our 
diſadvantage and injury. The detaining gallant, active, and expe- 
rienced Officers, from their reſpective commands, when they might 
be ſo much more honourably and profitably employed for the public 
ſervice. Many other reaſons have been urged which it is here at 
this moment unneceſſary to repeat. Notwithſtanding all this, Sir, 
we have an inftance of an inquiry having been granted towards the 
cloſe of the laſt war, in which the right honourable gentleman op- 
pofite (Mr. Chancellor Pitt) ated a very confiderable part, in 
moving for various papers in ſupport og the motion. I am ex- 
iremely ſorry, Sir, that by my not being able, from the weighty and 
important reaſons I have aſſigned, to bring for dard the preſent mo- 
tion on Monday laſt, ſeveral of the gallant Officers, whoſe names 
| have mentioned, have left town. Lord Bridport was, I believe, 

then in town. Lord Hugh Seymour was then in town. I beg. 
pardon ; I am informed his Lordſhip is now in the Houſe. I am 
glad of it; I could heartily wiſh that every Officer concerned was 

preſent. However, Sir, if the Houſe ſhould think proper to grant 

the inquiry, we can examine ſuch Officers immediately as are at 

preſent in town, and take the earlieſt opportunity of examining ſuch 

of the others as may be neceſſary, when their abſence from their duty 

will beſt permit. I will not, therefore, Sir, take up any more of 

the time of the Houſe, by making any farther obſervations on the 

ſubject ; and I think I cannot conclude in more apt or proper 

terms than by ufing the words of a celebrated predeceſſor of you! $y 

dir, in that Chair, who, after the failure of the fleet in the Me- 

Uterranean, in the year 1744, when he preſented the bill of ſup- 

Plies, ©.1) the higheſt authority in this country, © that in circtus 
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ſtances ſo diſmal and diſtreſſing, the Houſe ought to exerciſe the 
higheſt, the beſt, and the deareſt of their privileges, that of inquir- 
ing into the application of every part of the ſupplics.” I therefore 
move, Sir, That it be referred to a Committee, to inquire into 
ce the conduct of Miniſters, with reſpect to the late attempt of the 
“ French in the invaſion of Ireland.“ 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS, in reply, ſpoke to the following 
effect: — I am very glad the honourable gentleman has brought for- 
ward the diſcuſſion of this important tranſaction in the manner he 
has done, becauſe it affords me an opportunity of examining the ſub- 
ject in a regular way, and as I truſt, of refuting at the ſame time 
the various ill-founded reports and miſrepreſentations which have 
been fince induſtriouſly circulated about it. The mode which [ 
intend to adopt as the moſt clear, ſatisfactory, and convincing, will 
be by troubling the Houſe with a ſhort and ſimple narrative of facts. 
But before. I proceed to do that, it is neceſſary for me to diſmiſs the 
various topics from the recollection of the Houſe with which the 
honourable gentleman has introduced his propoſed inquiry into the 
circumſtances attending the menaced invaſion of Ireland by the ene- 
my. I beg to be underſtood, however, that in diſcuſſing the prefa- 
tory. matter which the honourable gentleman has connected with 
the ſubject of his inquiry, I never wiſh to baniſh from my mind the 
brilliant and memorable victory of Sir John Jervis, whatever may 
have been the nature of his ſituation in that victory, becauſe it was 
that ſituation which had ſo ſupereminently added, by its contraſt, to 
his glory. Let that ſituation, however, be what it might, there 
was no miſconduct in the Admiralty, nor was any blame thereby 
to be imputed to it, as I truſt I ſhall preſently evinee. The ho- 
nourable gentleman has inaulpated the Admiralty for not allowing 
Sir John Jervis a larger force, and a force more adequate to that of 
the enemy, which he defeated. Now, if after the ftatement I am 
about to make, to remove that inculpation, the honourable gentle- 
man ſtill finds any ſolid reafon to accuſe the Admiralty, he may 
bring his accuſations forward at a proper time. But the honourable 
gentleman has certainly been mifinformed when he undertook to 
fay that Sir John Jervis had only fifteen ſail of the line upon that 
ſtation, for his actual appointment conſiſted of twenty fail of the 
line, beſides frigates, which with the knowledge of the {kill and 
bravery, and the zeal and ardour of the ſailors under his command, 


might be deemed equal to any force which he would probably have 


to contend with. But it is to be recollected, that, out of this al. 
lotted number, he left two behind him at Liſbon, in conſequence of 
accidents upon the bar there, two more in the Straits of Gibralu 
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and another he ſent home. If he had retained his whole comple- 
ment, therefore, he would have had twenty fail of the line in all, be- 
ſides frigates. It was moreover the intention of the Admiralty, 
juſt before the arrival of the glorious news which they have this 
day received, to have ſent him a farther reinforcement of five fail 
of the line : which ſhips, I believe, are now ready, or very nearly 
ready, for their deſtination. So whatever might have been the force 
of a fleet, either French or Spaniſh, in the Mediterranean, or the 
Straits of Gibraltar, I truſt no perſon ever heard Sir John Jervis 
ſay he ſhould not be a match for them. Beſides, I farthermore 
hope the honourable gentleman and the Houſe will be pleaſed to 
admit, that no culpability can attach to the Admiralty for ſuffering 
Sir John Jervis to remain upon that ſtation with fifteen ſail of the 
line, inaſmuch as they had previoufly heard that he was not fought 
for and purſued by the enemy, but, on the contrary, as I have before 
ſtated, that he ſought, purſued, and conquered the enemy, and was 
conſequently not only conſcious of, but proved the ſtrength and ca- 
pability of the force he commanded. Nevertheleſs, if this be not 
ſatisfactory to the Houſe and to the honourable gentleman, I ſhall 
be very willing, at a future opportunity, to give a farther explana- 
tion; I now come diſtinctly to the diſcuſſion of the queſtion itſelf, 
which I acknowledge to have been moved by the honourable gentle- 
man in a very honourable, and a very proper manner. Upon this 
point I call for the attention of the Houſe, and undertake, upon the 
ground where I now ſtand, not to leave a particle of doubt in the 
mind of any man who hears me, that not the ſmalleſt blame was im- 
putable either to the civil or military part engaged in that tranſaction 
I am ſenſible that I am talking in bold language, and therefore 
ſhall demand, not as a favour, but as a right, that gentlemen will 
diimiſs every kind of prejudice from their minds, and liſten to me 
with attention. The honourable gentleman has ſtated, that we 
were obliged to the elements for the diſperſion of the enemy's fleet 
upon the Iriſh coaſt. It is ſo far true, indeed, that we were 
obliged to the elements; but let it be remembered alſo on the other 
hand, that to the elements, and to the elements only, the French 
have been indebted for every part of that expedition. To prove 
this aſſertion, I ſhall not have occaſion to go far back, in point of 
date. Only there is one difficulty to contend with; in the admiſ- 
fion of which, I truſt there will be but one ſentiment, namely, the 
impoſſibility of laying before the Houſe all the documents. which 
Government is poſſeſſed of. If that were to be done, there would 
Immediately be an end to the ſecurity of the public ſervice, and to 
the ſafety of every individual. Does any gentleman doubt it? I 
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think it is impoſſible ; and I ſhall therefore enter that as a general 
propoſition; I ſay, a general propoſition, and not as one which | 
purpoſe or deſire to make available now, for ſkreening any miſcon- 
duct for inquiry. My rœaſon tor doing fo is plain, which I declare, 
that J have no heſitation in ſaying, as I hope and truſt no gentleman 
will have any heſitation in agreeing with me, that although prior to 
the ſailing of the French fleet from Breſt, the Admiralty had re- 
ceived intelligenee that ſuch a fleet was in preparation, it was not 
poſitively known whether it was intended to fail againſt Portugal or 
Ireland, or ſome part of the Britiſh dominions. Sometimes it 
was rumoured to be intended againſt Gibraltar, and at others it was 
expected to be prepared for an attack upon ſome of our more di- 
tant poſſeſſions. The Admiralty, however, had ſome reaſon to be- 
lieve, that either Portugal or Ireland was the object of its dettina- 
tion; and no man, I conjecture, however authentic his information 
might be, would have been bold enough to decide, that that which 
did not take place was not the moſt probable. There are obvious 
reaſons, which it would be very indiſcreet it me to publiſh, why an 
invaſion of Portugal did not take place. I ſhall, therefore, pro- 
ceed to determine whether Miniſters adopted ſuch meaſures as the 
nature of circumſtances ſeemed to require? I aflert, that they 
took the propereſt and beſt poſſible meaſures which could be taken 
with their uncertainty of the enemy's deligns ; for it is to be ob- 
ſerved, that they had not only to watch the hoſtile armaments of the 
enemy, and provide a ſufficient force in every quarter; which they 
deemed aſſailable to reſiſt them, but they were compelled moreover 
to provide a large and adequate force at the ſame time for the pro- 
tection of our outward and homeward bound flects. Let gentlemen 
ſeparate theſe three circumſtances, and they will act wiſely ; for 
the proper way to conſider it is, not as an abſtract, but a complex 
| queſtion; and ſinee the conſideration of every queſtion muſt depend 
upon the circumſtances which ſurround it, the inquiry will then be, 
whether or not the beſt meaſures, under the conſideration of all the 
circumſtances, were adopted. In reply to this, I have no heſitation 
now to ſay, that Government thought it the wiſeſt plan to ſeparate 
the fleets into different divifions. One fleet was ſtationed off Bret 
to watch the enemy, and intercept the failing of the expedition 3 
and another fleet was ſtationed at home to relieve the flect off Breſt, 
if neeeſſary, or to purſue the enemy if it ſhould fail, or attend fo 
any exigencies which might poſſibly ariſe. This was ſurely tlie 
wiſeſt and moſt effectual arrangement which the uncertainty of the 
enemy's intentions could poſſibly admit. The fleet off Breſt, under 

the e mnand of Admiral Thompſon, was put under the command 
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of Admiral Colpoys on the gth of October; and here I ſhall beg 
leave to read a copy of the orders iſſued from the Admiralty to 
Admiral Thompſon, from whom Admiral Colpoys received his 
inſtrustions. | Here Mr. Dundas read the orders alluded to.] For 
the ſake of impreſſing theſe orders more forcibly upon the attention 
of the Houſe, J ſhall beg leave to recapitulate the ſubſtance of them. 
Admiral Colpoys was to take care of a partial diſpoſition of the 
ritith ficet under his command off Breſt, in cafe of a diſperſion 
of the enemy in failing from that port. He was to hover about 
their coaſt, and watch over them till they did fail ; and, provided 
they ſteered to the ſouthward, he was immediately to difpatch a 
cutter to Admiral Vandeput at Liſbon, to give communication of 
the ſame ; or, provided they ſteered to the northward, he was to 
diſpatch a cutter to Admiral Kingſmill, at Cork, at the ſame time 
taking care to give the earlieſt intelligence at home. Surely it was 
impoſſible to ſelect any orders in preference to theſe ; at leaſt, I 
cannot imagine that, conſidering all the eireumſtances of the caſe, 
any better could have been adopted. I muft now correct a ſtate- 
went which has gone abroad, that no frigate nor ſquadron was 
e by the Admiralty to watch over the preparations of the 
enemy in Brett harbour, and give an account of the fame to Admi- 
ral Colpoys, as circumſtances ſhouid require For it is a poſitive 
fict, that Sir Edward Pellew was appointed, and did actually cruize 
in Breſt harbour. He was there the very day the armament was in 
motion. ; he was there the very day it failed too, and he conveyed 
to Admiral Colpoys' look-out thip, the Marlborough, an account 
of their progreſs and their failing ; and he ſent a farther intelligence 
of the loſs of one of the enemy's ſhips (Les Droits de F Hamme) in 
coming out of the harbour. So is appears, that what ought to have 
been done was done. But notwithitanding the diligence, intelli- 
gence, and ſkill of Admiral Colpoys, and notwithſtanding the ex- 
perience, courage, and ability of Sir Edward Pellew, their exertions 
were in vain. Though Sir Edward Pellew ſent off intelligence that 
the enemy failed on the 1 6th, it was not till the 24th of December 
that the look-out ſhip, the Marlborough, received the account of it: 
for the ſtate of the weather was ſuch, that it was impoſſible for Ad- 
miral Colpoys even to keep his own fleet under his obſervation ; 
and the air was ſo hazy and ſo foggy, that the fog guns were con- 
tinually fired. How then does this explanation ſtand? Has any 
man a doubt of Sir Edward Pellew's inclination and ability, if poſ- 
ible, to have given the intelligence to Admiral Colpoys that the 
enemy had put to ſea? Or has any man a doubt that Admiral Col- 
P9yS was not deſirous to ſee it? He could not be unwilling to receive 
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it, beeauſe he had a fleet ſuperior to the enemy under his command. 
He had four three deckers, and the enemy had not one. If there 
was one ſpark of fire in their diſpoſitions, therefore, or one drop of 
Britiſh blood in their veins, both Sir Edward Pellew and Admiral 
Colpoys muſt have been anxious to intercept the enemy, and have 
ſuffered great regret in their diſappointment. I do not know Ad- 
miral Colpoys perſonally, but I know him by character to be ar 
able and a virtuous man ; and he who is a virtuous man, will alſo 
be a gallant man. I have heard from the beſt authority, that no 
man could ſuffer more torture in his mind than that brave Admi- 
ral did during the fix days in which he was cut off from all intelli- 
gence of the enemy; and I am ccnfident, that during all that 
time it was not for want of exertion, gallantry, or ability, that Sir 
Edward Pellew was not able to appriſe him of their ſituation. Yet 
with all the known ability, gallantry, and exertion of both officers, 
it was the 24th of December before the news of the ſailing of the 
enemy reached Admiral Colpoys' ſquadron. What muſt have 
been his fituation, if he had met them on the 157th, encumbered 
with troops and tranſports, without one three- decker, while he had 
four, and poſſeſſing neither the diſcipline, the ſbill, the gallantry, nor 
zeal of the forces under him? I have no more to do than to aſk-the 
Houſe, whether, burning with ardour aud ambition as they were, 
the moſt glorious achievements might not have been expected? In 
this moment of exultation, I am certainly entitled to ſome credit 
when I ſpeak thus confidently of two officers of known ability, gal- 
lantry, and exertion, With regard to the enemy's failing, the 
Houſe is now in the real poſſeſſion of the cafe, but ſo uncertain were 
both the officers alluded to with reſpect to the actual views of the 
enemy, that both Sir Edward Pellew and Admiral Colpoys believed 
they were undoubtedly deſtined for Portugal, and Sir Edward Pel- 
lew ſent off to Admiral Vandeput, at Liſbon, to give him notice 
thereof. But Admiral Colpoys knowing, for the firſt time, on the 
24th of December, that the enemy had failed on the 1 6th, and there 
baving been a hurricane on the 17th, he believed the French ſhips 
might have been diſperſed in the ſtorm, and regulated his conduct 


accordingly. He thought it the wiſeſt reſolution not to follow them 


to Portugal or Ireland, becauſe he was uncertain of their deſtination, 
and he therefore kept his ſtation, on account of the chance of inter- 
rupting he return of all or part of the fleet in caſe of a diſperſion by 
the ſtorm. He tecollected alſo, that the eircumſtance of the enemy 
having ſailed would be known by the Admiralty, and that, by keep- 
ing his ſtation, he ſhould have the means of receiving ſuch authen- 
tic intelligence as he could not otherwiſe expect. If he was not 
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able to keep his ſtation by the prevalence of the South- weſt wi 

off Breſt, he was to rendezvous off the Lizard Point; and therefe 

by keeping as cloſely upon his ſtation as he poſſibly could, he u. 
provided for both alternatives, either for intercepting the enemy's 
ficet on the return of the whole or part to Breſt, or receiving ſuch 
an account of them from the Admiralty as might enable him to 
parſue them. Accordingly, being unable to keep his ſtation off 
Breſt, the fleet returned to the Lizard Point, in hopes of receiving 
ſame information, and was ſoon after driven up Channel by the 
gues of wind, while the French found their way home in the mean 
time, though the hurricane ſtill blew. Now no man could fay 
this was not the wiſeſt and beſt meaſure which could be adopted; 
for Admiral Colpoys was either to ſay, © Shall I remain here con- 
tending againſt a hurricane, with the danger of diſabling the ſhips 
entruſted to my command, and thereby render them incapable of 


engaging with the enemy if I ſhould happen to fall in with them; 
f or ſhall I get into the nearclt ports where I may obtain ſhelter, and 
from which, if the winds be favourable, there can be little difference 
1 in point of time for ſailing *” The laſt was certainly the beſt and 
F wifeſt reſolution ; and it reffected no diſcredit on the Admiral for 
X chooſing it. So far with regard to the nature of Admiral Col- 
poys' orders, and the propricty of his diſerction: I think I have 
1 ſhewn that both were highly juſti fable. The next charge which 
i the honourable gentleman made, and which he ſtated as a cauſe of 
. le return of Admiral Colpoys' ficet to port, was the want of pro- 
1 viſions. I am ready to admit that his ſquadron remained longer 
5 on its ſtation than was originally ſuppoſed neceffary, and that it was 
Ka not relieved ſo ſoon as the Admiralty intended. But I muſt 
od entreat the attention of the Houſc, or I ſhall not be able to make 
£ gentlemen underſtand it as they ought. I am ready to admit that 
* the ſquadron ſtationed off Breſt was not relieved fo foon as the 
* Admiralty had intended: and if I am aſked why, I will explain 
_ the reaſon. Sir Roger Curtis ſhould have been in port at the be- 
ips gnning of November, but did not return till the 18th. The reaſon 
1& of his delay was, that he had been appointed to cruize off Roche 
_ fort, where he remained a fortnight longer than was at firſt thought 


neceſſary, to intereept che return of Richery's ſquadron from New- 
foundland. Sir Roger Curtis's ſquadron conſiſted of ſeven ſail of 
the line, which, ſoon after their return to port, were to have been 
ſent to the relief of the fleet off Breſt ; but the wind was ſo adverſe 
a to render it impoſſible for them to come to Spithead before the 
13th of November ; and that was the real cauſe why the fleet off 
Breſt was not rclicved as ſoon as was intended. When I fay this, 
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however, or that Admiral Colpoys was unable to purſue the French 
fleet, I defire to have it underſtood, that I do not doubt he would 
have purſued the French to Portugal, or Ireland, it he had been 
cettain of their deſtination; and I really believe, that his continuing 
on his ſtation proceeded from no deficiency of proviſion, but from his 
ignorance oi the courie the enemy had taken, and from the prevalence 
of the adverſe winds which had forced him off his ſtation, and driven 
him up Channel. Upon examination, I had found that there was 
on board the feet under Admiral Colpoys' command, wine and 
ſpirits for forty-two days, peas and oatmcal for thirty-ſix days, bi. 
cuits for ſeven weeks, beet for {ix weeks, pork for ſeven weeks, and 
water for, thirty-four days. | Here ſome of the genilemen from the 
oppoſite fide inquired what the quantity of wood and ceals was.) 
I] do not fee any account of wood and coals, but I cannot ſuppoſe 
they were comparatively leſs. I am perfecily well apprized how 
ſpeedily reports of this nature arc propagated, and hom very eri0- 
neous they generally are ; tor ſome ſhort time ago it was rumoured 
in the city, that the Powerful man of war, which latcly put into 
Cork, was one of the ſhips belonging to this ſtation, and that at 
the time ſhe put into Cork, ſhe had only three or four days water 
on board: whereas ſhe went to fea, viciualled for forcign fer- 
vice, but came into port diſabled by great ſtreſs of weather, having 
water and provittons on board at the fame time to laſt a ſix-mentls 
voyage. 
of what fort of reliance may be placed upon fuch rumours; for it is 
certain that Admiral Colpuys did nut return to port on acecunt of an 
abſolute want of proviſions, but beeaiite he was not able to purive 
the enemy from the uncertainty of their courſe, and baile he was 
driven by violent galcs of wind up Ciauncl. I now 
next ſtage of the honourable gentleman's obſervations, ch is the 


U 
come to me 


interval between the arrival of Admiral Colrovs, and the failing Of 


Lord Bridport on the 3 1ſt of December. Sir Edward Feile made 
every exertion in his power, and according to his inſructiens, ſent 
an account to the Admiralty immediately of the ſailing of the French 
fleet. This account reached the Adiniralty on the 20th of Decem- 
ber; and I will now ſhew, by reading a copy cf the Admiralty 0r- 
ders, ſent off immediately upon the reccipt of that intelligence (0 
Lord Bridport, whether there was any deficiency on the part- of the 
Admiral in making the moſt prompt and vigorous exertions: I ſhould 
obſerve, that, previous to the receipt of this intelligence on the 19ti 
of December, Lord Bridport hoiſted. his flag on board his own {hip 
to prepare for the relief of Admiral Colpoys off Breſt. Lord 
Bridport received information on the morning of the 2 1ſt of Peru 
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ber from the Admiralty of the ſailing of the French fleet from Breſt, 


and immediately returned for anſwer, that all the flect would bas 
ready four days after, namely, on the 25th. {Here | Mr. Du: 
read the orders of the n iflucd to 3 Pr: 


21ſt, and another order iſſuod two davs after, counteriicting nne part 
of the firſt orders, and detiring him procectt ff“ p Clear imme- 
dntely. | As I wiſh to impreſs tice orders ſtrongly upon the reeob 
lection of the Houſe, I h los the made I bet adopted in 
[ating the orders iffuc: ! nal Tolpoys, and recapitulate them. 
Lord Bridport, by the :icrs of the 21ſt, is reouired and directed 


to put to {ca without any lofs of tine, to drop down Channel, and 
call at Piymouih for the Raiſenable to join Admiral Colpoys upon 
his ſtation, and take bis ſhips, if he did not fall in with the enemy, 
to make a ſhow off Zreir; if he found no fleet there, to, proceed of 
Cape Clear; and then, provided he could get no information, to re- 
turn again to Ereſt, 5 ay of inte mee ng them on tiieir return. 
The orders of the 23d, however, in addition to the others, re- 
quired and dircelcd Lord Bridport, if the Raiſonable was not ready, 
to join his ſquadron, to proceed immediately without her, to make a 
ſhow off Breſt ; and if he received any information of the enemy 
oft Ireland, to e _ape Clear his chief object. Lord Bridport 
having received thee orders on the 2 5th, weighed anchor and went 
down Channel; but it ſo happened, from the eagerneſs and zeal of 
all the crews, that 2 n accident took place in getting out of port, and 
one or two of the ſhips ran foul of cach other, by dich means the 
Prince was damaged, and prevented from proceeding with the ſqua- 
dron; but the other ſhip gave ſignal that ſhe was ready; and fo there 
was no worſe eſſæd from this accident than the diſabling one veſſel. 
This happened on the 25th; and noiwithiianding what the ho- 
nourable gentleman had ſtated, he was cither mitinformed, or totally 
miſtaken ; for from that time ſubſequently to their ſailing, there was 
mt a fair wind. The wind blew firong at S. E. and there was a 
high- flowing tide operating equally adverſe againſt them, fo much ſo, 
that after every exertion, it was ſimply impoli:ble for them to reach 
St. Helens on the 26th or 27th. Some gentlemen on the oppo- 
lite ſide appeared to diſcredit the impoſſibility of getting down Chan- 
nel with a S. E. wind. | Gentlemen need not throw out the ig- 
nals, for they muſt ſoon take them down again. I have a letter in 
my hand from Sir Peter Parker, the Peat Admiral at Ply mouth, 
dated the 26th, which ſtates, that ſuch a hard gale was blowi ing at 
S. E. as to prevent any communication with the fleet, and the maſ- 
ter ſhipwright had informed him that he was. not able in conſe- 
quence to ſend any body off on board the Prince. Another letter 
5 2 
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from the ſame Port Admiral, dated the 27th, ſtates, that the Weſt. 
India convoy was not able to ſail on account of the S. E. winds, 
nor could the Sans Pareille, the Formidable, the Mars, the Prince 
George, the Valiant, and Coloſſus, join the Admiral and the other 
eight ſhips belonging to the fleet at St. Helens. On the 28th, 
another letter from the ſame Port Admiral ſtates, that the Eurydice 
had arrived with ſtrong eaſterly winds, and that although all the fix 


ſhips mentioned in his former letter had attempted to join Lord t 
Bridport at St. Helens, the Coloſſus and the Valiant were the n 
only ſhips able to do ſo. A letter from Lord Bridport himſelf, F 
dated the 28th of December, mentions, that Sir Peter Parker had d 
communicated orders by the telegraph for him to fail without the 0 
Prince, which was to go into dock again to be repaired ; and he et 
concludes by ſtating, that the winds are ſtill againſt him. On this tl 
ſubject, therefore, I fancy I am able to offer a little naval know- Pt 
ledge, as well as the honourable gentleman. I have the authority of 
of Lord Bridport himſelf and fix Britiſh othcers ſtruggling for glory, to 
in addition to that of the Port Admiral, beſides two Commanders th 
of frigates, that the wind would not ſuffer them to proceed down w 
Channel; and I do not know what can be more ſatisfactory than hi 
ten ſuch poſitive evidences. I have not named the officers, becauſe it 
am well perſuaded the Houſe will agree with me that not one of wi; 
them would require more than one ſignal to fail on ſuch an occaſion. In; 
The impoſſibility therefore of the fleets getting out to ſea is, I truſt, C: 
put beyond any farther diſputation. Now if the caſe be as I have an 
ſtated, it will bring the queſtion to a ſhort compaſs. It may pol- W. 
ſibly be agitated in another ſhape; and ſince it is evident that Lord an 
Bridport had reached St. Helens with eight fail of the line, it may eſc 
be aſked why he waited for the other fix, and why, under ſuch cir- ex 
cumſtances, he did not immediately proceed with thoſe eight? Let for 
thoſe who put ſuch queſtions accidently to themſclves, or to thicir wl 
neighbours, recollect, that neither Lord Bridport, nor the Admi- dri 
ralty, at that time, had the ſmalleſt intelligence of the enemy's be- anc 
ing in Bantry Bay! nor had they any certain idea of their deſtina- vet 
tion. Is there a man, who knows the eliaracter of the gallant Ad. ſtat 
miral in queſtion, would even ſuſpe& him from any motives of be- tic] 
ing negligent or tardy, when danger calls for his exertion ? His ing 
great fault, if it be-a fault, is an over-ardour. He is as incapable the 
of loitering behind in the hour of peril, as he is of ſinking his dun the 
ſhip to the bottom of the ſca. Beſides, he had reaſon to expect hay 
that Admiral Colpoys was watching the enemy; nor did the mat ban 
reſt there, for it could not be expected that Lord Bridport ſhould trib 
© fail with only eight out of ſixteen fail of the line, when he had n Was 
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idea of the ſtrength or number of the enemy's fleet, and when the 
next tide was likely to bring him down fix ſuch capital ſhips as 
thoſe above mentioned. Lord Bridport is as arduous and Tanguine 
as any man; but ſuch a proceeding would have betrayed a want 
of intelligence and judgement, which no ardour, no confidence, no 
zeal, no bravery, could juſtify. 

So far, then, I have proved in clear, diſtin, and, as I hope and 
truſt, in ſatisfaQory terms, that neither the Admiralty had been re- 
miſs in any point of public duty in giving proper orders, nor Lord 
Bridport, or any other Othcers, in zeal and duty, to carry thoſe or- 
ders into execution. Though the French fleet arrived off the coaſt 
of Ireland upon the 21ſt of December, no intelligence was re- 
ceived of them in this country till the 31ſt. I have ſtated what 
the orders were which were fent from the Admiralty to Lord Brid- 
port, immediately upon receiving the intelligence that the enem 
had failed from Breſt; and I muſt now ſtate, that the Admiralty 
took the chance of ſending to Admiral Colpoys on the ſtation where 
they expectcd to tind him off the Lizard, in cafe of any adverſe 
winds removing him from the French coaſt. Lord Bridport has 
hitherto been not only a gallant, but a fortunate Admiral ; and yet 
it ſo happened, that although Admiral Colpoys had been hovering 
with his ſquadron off Breſt to intercept the enemy upon their leav- 
ing that hnarbour; although Lord Bridport afterwards proceeded off 
Cape Clear and the Iriſh coaſt to intercept them on their return; 
and although the Duke and the Majeſtic, with two other ſhips of 
war, were ſent in ſearch of them, they were ſo covered by the fog 
and fortune as to eſcape them all. Still, however, they did not fo 
eſcape as not to ſuffer for their temerity, for they loſt in this raſh 
expedition two ſhips of the line, four frigates, one corvette, and 
four tranſports, beſides four or five hundred men; a cataſtrophe 
which, unleſs to men who do not value life, and are abſolutely 
driven to deſpair, does not afford any thing very tempting to hazard 
another ſtorm. I believe I have now anſwered, if not contro- 
verted, moſt of the facts, which the honourable gentleman has 
ſtated ; and the reſult of my diſcuſſion is, that not any ſingle ar- 
ticle of blame is imputable to the Admiralty for the neglect of giv. 
ing orders, nor any eulpability to the conduct of the Officers in 
the execution of them. There have been ſome diſappointments in 
the failure I conſeſs. I, for one, exulted in the proſpect; and if I 
have ſuffered ſome chagrin from the diſappointment, I ſpeedily 
baniſhed it from my mind, becauſe J knew no blame was to be at- 
tributed to any one. The honourable gentleman ſaid that Ireland 
Was ſaved by the elements; but he ſhould have remembered, the 
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ſame wind which diſperſed the enemy, prevented our fleets from 
Intercepting them. If ever any enterprize could prove the folly 
of invading Ireland, that muſt have done it; if ever any expedi- 
tion could prove the neceſſity of being provided with a ſuperior 
fleet than what they had for ſuch an undertaking, that muſt have 
done it ; and if ever there were a concurrence of miracles, it was 
ſurely at that period. If Lord Bridport had met them, could any 
man entertain a doubt of their deſtruction * The honourable gen- 
tleman ſeemed to think, that when a great hoſtile armament. invaded 
any country, the buſineſs is done. I muſt tell him, the difficulties 
are but juſt begun. An enemy requires a ſuperior fleet on ſuch oc- 
cafions to cover their debarkation, which is always effected with 
panic and confuſion, elſe they are likely to have their proviſions cut 
off, and other neceſſaries. So far, therefore, from laying aſide con- 
fidence in our naval affairs, I wiſh to continue it, but not at the 
expence of a blind and indiſereet fecurity. If there were one 
chance in a hundred, the enemy have had the benefit of that chance, 
which never may recur again. I hope any man who hears me, or 
communicates with any perſon out of doors, will never again admit 
a ſpirit of deſpondency. Let them lay aſide all ſuch childiſh diſ- 
may, which unnerves both the body and the ſoul, and annihilates 
the ſtrength and energy of the country. Excluſive of our naval 
forces in the Eaſt and Weſt Indies, the North Seas, and the Me- 
diterranean, we have fifty fail of the line for the defence of Great 
Britain and Ireland, and upwards of two hundred thoufand men 
under arms. Invaſion, therefore, is nothing but a bug-bear ; yet! 
would not have men relax in thcir precautions on one hand, nor 
would I have them deſpond on the other. Ihus far, I truſt then, 
that the government and force of this country have been libelled 
and calumniated. I do not wiſh to prevent inquiry ; but, upon a 
full confideration of the documents, I think the honourable gentle- 
man will not find himſelf warranted to perſiſt in his motion, be- 
cauſe, I truſt, he is ſatisfied that no blame is imputable to the Admi- 
ralty or Officers; I ſhall therefore move the previous queſtion, in 
order to move for the production of thoſe papers relative to the 
tranſaction, that gentlemen, after peruſing them, may examine 
whether the aſperſions be well founded. Mr. Dundas then moved 
the previous queſtion; and at the fame time apologized to the 
Houſe for the neceflary length of his ſpecch. 

Mr. GREY ſaid, that, after the very long ſtatement which the 
right honourable gentleman who had juſt ſpoken had given to the 
Houſe, and which he, doubtleſs, thought himſelf obliged to gibe, 
he ſhould be ſorry to-detain the Houſe longer than appeared to him 
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to be abſolutely neceſſary in taking notice of what the right honour- 
able gentleman had ſtated, eſpecially at fo late a period of the 
night. He faid this both on account of what he felt for the Houſe 
and for himſelf, he being engaged to attend at an early hour to- 
morrow upon public buſineſs of very great importance, (the Com- 
mittee on the affairs of the Bank.) He fel: it impoſſible, however, 
to abſtain from following the right honourable gentleman in ſome 


parts of his ſtatements upon this ſubject. That right honourable 


gentleman had conciuded a very long ſpeech with an apology for 
having takcn up fo much of the time of the Houſe, He felt the 
neceſſity of that apology, for he had, in the courſe of his ſpeech, 
taken notice of the Cavalry and Supplemental-Militia Acts, and he 
had ſpoken on the unreaſonableneſs of our being alarmed at the 
proſpect of an invaſion under all oft preſent circumſtances. This 
part of the ſpeceh of the right honourable gentleman could not, upon 
a ſuperficial view of *t, appear to be very cloſely conne© Led! with the 
queſtion that was now before tlie Houſe, Put he thoug t could 
ſee the meaning of introducing, at this time, theſe — un- 
connected ideas; although there was no ſecming connection in the 
arguments that aroſe out of thoſe topics, and the ſubject now to be 
debated, yet there was a connection between them and the ſenti- 
ments of Miniſters, and it made part of their ſyſtem. Miniſters 
lad for a long time laboured to create an alarm in that Houfe and 
In this country. they had fo far ſuceceded in that ſyſtem of alarm 
as to ſecure the confidence of a ma jcrity of Parliament, who, vpon 
all occafions during this war, had uniform y voted againſt any in- 
quiry into their conduct; they had abuſed that confidence ſo much, 
and had brought the country into a ſtate ſo deplorable, that even 
their molt confidential friends and adherents began to thake cit the 
dcluſion under which they had acted, and bee n at laſt to ſpeak of 
the neceſũty of inquiry. How far thoſe gentlemen were fincere in 
this new tone, would be ſcen by their votes. Bat Miniſters now 
began to be alarmed tliemſelves, that was, for their own ſaſety; and 
therefore, to reſtore confidence again to their adherents, they found it 
politic to do away the alarm which themſelves had created. This 
was the key to the myſtery of iLiniſters having changed their tone. : 
The right honourable gentleman, therefore, was perfectly confitient 
in his conduct ; ; it had all the uſe he intended; and now that he 
found he was likely to meet with a little more than he wiſhed from 
toe ſyſtem of alarm, he was deſirous of ſuppreſſing it, and therefore 
he complained of its effects. He ended his ſpecch with an extraor- 
Unary figure of rhetoric, and very beautiful language, faying, that 
the idea of an invaſion by the enemy, while we have a flect fo ſupe- 
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rior to theirs, was a thing not within the compaſs of a credible be- 
lief. That he ſhould have been an advocate againſt the danger of 
alarm would have been a wonderful thing, if his motives were not 
eaſily comprehended. It was not, in truth, alarm that he dreaded, 
it was the direction which the alarm had taken that produced thi; 
change in his language. While the country was alarmed, it ſuited 
his purpoſe well enough, and therefore he propagated that alarm, 
becauſe it produced confidence in the Executive Government; but 
when that alarm was ſuch as to moke his adherents think it nceeſ- 
ſary to have an inquiry into the conduct of Adminiſtration which 
produced that alarm, it became necefiary to do it away as ſoon 2s 
poſſible, for an inquiry was what Minitters would ſhun at all events, 
That right honourable gentleman had accufcd his opponents with 
having been inconliſtent in their conduct, in now making fo ſerious 
an object of an invaſion, when it was well known, that while Mi- 
nifters called upon Parliament to make proviſion againſt it, they 
treated it as a mere bugbear: indeed they were diſpoſed to treat it 
as a bugbear, under the idea that our fleet was to be well managed; 
but when they ſaw it was ſeandalouſly miſmanaged, the idea of an 
invaſion became a very ſerious thing. Such was the cate upon the 
ſubject which was now before the Houſe. It was under the idea 
that our fleets would be well managed that they had oppoſed the Ca- 
valry and Supplementary-militia Bills ; they in that view thought 
them uſeleſs. He even ſtill thought the Cavalry Bill, not uſeleſs 
merely, but ſomething worſe than uſcleſs, becauſe it was the cauſe 
of a vaſt expence without the leaſt 7. ſſible utility. But, to purſue 
the idea of the bugbear, of which the right honourable gentleman 
had faid fo much, he believed his honourable friends never applicd 
that epithet to the idea of an invaſion of Ircland, which was the 
place that had been attacked. In the place where an attack of the 
enemy was apprehended, and where it was made, there was neither 
a Cavalry nor a Supplemental-militia Bill ; in the place where 
there was no apprehenſion of attack, there was a Supplemental- 
militia Bill and Cavalry Ad. The place againſt which no attack 
was apprehended was to be defended in an extraordinary manner; 
the place that was likely to be attacked was left entirely deſcnecleſs; 
and he would fay, that the enemy not having obtained a footing in 
Ireland, was not owing to the wiſdom of His Majeſty's Councils, 
but to the interpoſition of Providence. l 

A great part of the right honourable gentleman's ſpeech referred 
to the ficet under the command of Sir John Jervis, of whoſe bril- 


liant victory no man thought more highly than he did, and in praiſe | 


of whom it was impoſſible to ſay too much; but he mult join his 
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konourable friend in ſaying, that notwithſtanding the glorious 
event that had taken place under the command of that illuſtrious 
Admiral, yet His Majeſty's Miniſters were highly to blame in 
leaving him with a force apparently ſo inferior to the enemy, with 
whom he had to contend. In the brillianey of that moſt glorious 
victory, Adminiſtration had no ſhare ; and he believed, that when 
the opinion of that gallant Admiral was known, the public would 
be convinced that Adminiſtration had been negligent as to him as 
well as others. Here he ſupported his affertion by a reference 
to the force that Admiral had, the manner in which he had not 
been, but ought to have been reinforced, the ſtation he was in, and 
the facility with which he might have been reinforced, &c. ; and 
then proceeded to take a view of the manner in which the Admi- 
ralty had neglected to equip Lord Bridport, and the fleet under his 
command, for the coaſt of Ireland, at the time when the French 
came into Bantry Bay. He faid he expected that the Admiralty 


would have laid the whole of their condu before the Houſe upon 
5 this occafion ; that thoſe who defended the conduct of Lord Spencer 
1 would have met this inquiry in a full and fair manner ; that they 
e would have laid all the documents that related to this tranſaction 
A before the Houſe ; inſtead of which, the right honourable gentle- 
i man produced thoſe parts only which had been ſelected for the pur- 


poſe of defending the Admiralty, ſuppreſſing all thoſe documents 
which would have put the caſe in its elear light; he made a ſpeech 
upon them, as if they contained all the documents which belonged to 
the ſubject, and then triumphantly called for the approbation of the 
Houſe upon the conduct of the Admiralty. This was a modern 
mode of meeting an accuſation; but he preferred the old-faſhioned 
mode of the whole of the documents being laid upon the table, and 
then conſidering the ſubject from ſuch documents. But by this 
practice it was impoſſible to know how to get at every thing that 
was wanted. In all this complication, he was entitled to ſay this, 
that with reſpect to the affair at Bantry Bay, there was blame ſome- 
where. He obſerved, that when any diſgrace appeared to attach to 
Miniſters, it was uniformly \ contended that the winds were favour- 
able to our enemies, and unfavourable to us. Were this defence 
ſet up but once, it might deſerve ſome attention; but when a 
lmilar excuſe was made in every attempt that failed, ſurely a con- 
tinued ſeries of failures argued, on the very face of it, remifineſs and 


2 neglect. Thus, at the beginning of the war, it had been propoſed 
_ b ſtarve France by blockading its ports; but, lo! a French qua- 
T4 


ron returns loaded with proviſions from America, and not a ap 
Ws found to oppoſe them. Another fleet of the enemy retoo 
„ 5 F 
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. Guadaloupe and St. Lucia; a third ſquadron deſtroyed the valu- 
able fiſhery of Newfoundland ; another ſquadron ſwept the coaſt 
of Africa, and nearly annihilated the ſettlement of Sierra Leone ; 
and now a freſh ſquadron had menaced, unmoleſted, the coaſt of 
Ireland. All theſe inſtances ſhewed that blame attached ſome— 
where. The right honourable gentleman had produced a document 

to prove that Admiral Colpoys' ſquadron was in no want of pro- 
viſion ; and he particularly ſpecified the Powerful, which could be 
in no want on its return to Cork, having been proviſioned for fix 
months. He ſaid, he had heard it reported that. the fleet was in 
want of fuel ; and he wiſhed to know of one honourable Admiral, 
whom he ſaw in his place, (Lord H. Seymour), whether the ſhips 
might not be ſo reduced for want of water, as to be obliged to return 
on that account, though there might be no want of proviſions. The 
right honourable Secretary had ſtated, that on the 22d of December 
inſtructions had been ſent to Lord Bridport to put to fea immedi- 
ately; why did he not do ſo when the wind was fair, on the 22d 
or 23d, and 24th and 25th? It was no excuſe to ſay, that his 
ſquadron was not ready, or that Admiral Sir Roger Curtis had not 
returned from his cruize. He thought the Admiralty ought to be 
impeached for not having a fleet rcady to act on the 22d. To the 
negleas of Adminiſtration, Mr. Grey aſcribed that the enemy s 
fleet remained fourtecn days off the coaſt of Ireland unmolcſted ; 
and had they not met with bad weather, nothing would have pre- 
vented them from ſtriking a blow, and making themſelves maſters 
of Cork in two days after landing, and thus they might have de- 
ſtroyed twelve months proviſions and ſtores for the navy. There 
was no adequate force in that part of Ireland to oppoſe the enemy. 
The right honourable gentleman ſeemed to think the French expe- 
dition a fortunate event, as it had proved the loyalty of that part of 
Ireland ; their loyalty was, indeed, meritorious, in proportion to 
the few obligations which the people of Ireland were under to their 
Government. He condemned the reſtrictions of the Catholics, 
and infiſted that nothing could add more to the diſcontents of Ire- 
land, than the neglects which the people of that country, at different 
periods, met with from Adminiſtration. 
The right honourable WILLIAM WINDHAM began with 
ſtating, that general grounds of preſumption of neglect were 4 ſuf- 


ficient cauſe for inquiry ; the honourable gentleman was perfect rr 
warranted in the motion he had made, and the country in wiſhing ma 
to receive ſatisfaction. Still, however, the grounds on which ſuch arp 


an inquiry was to proceed ought to be ſubſtantiated. The honour- of 
able gentleman had acknowledged the propriety of the inſtructions jng 
: L 
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given to Admiral Colpoys, but he blames the conduct which the 
Admiral purſued, when he heard that the French flect ſailed from 
Breſt. This would go to blame the Admiral; but the Secretary at 
War inſiſted, there was no blame at all, and he well knew that 
the object of the motion was not to criminate the Admiral, and 
therefore he little doubted but that, if the gentlemen in Oppoſition 
purſued the blame to that point, they would feel no deſire to run 
their game any farther. Mr. Windham proceeded to vindicate the 
conduct of the Admiralty ; and ſhewed how impoſlible it was to 


keep a fleet for any length of time in ſuch a ſtate of preparation as 


to be ready to fail at a moment's warning. When Government 
knew nothing but that the French fleet was out with ſixteen fail, it 
would have been extreme raſhneſs to have ſent Lord Bridport out 
with a greatly inferior fleet, and till he had been joined at Saint 
Helens by the reſt of his ſquadron. Mr. Windham, even if the 


enemy had landed, denied the probability of Cork falling into 


their hands. He then took a view of the affairs of Ireland, paid a 
compliment to the inhabitants of the ſourthern parts of that iſland, 
for the loyalty which they manifcſted on the approach of the enemy, 
and obſerved, it was ſingular enough that thoſe very men who were 
ſuppoſed to be the moſt oppreſſed in that kingdom, had manifeſted 
that diſpoſition, while the inhabitants of the North, who were not 
ſaid to have the ſame reaſon for complaint, had manifeſted a diſpo- 
ſition to inſurrection. This, he thought, went a good way towards 
proving that it is poſſible for men ſometimes to make groundleſs com- 
plaints againſt thoſe by whom they are governed. He applauded 
highly the conduct of the inhabitants of the South of Ireland, and 
they ſhould always have his teſtimony of approbation for their good 
ſenſe, loyalty, and courage. He did not charge gentlemen in Oppo- 
ſition with any evil intention when they talked of thoſe parts of His 
Majeſty's dominions that were liable to attack ; they, of courſe, 
meant no more than to enforce the charges they were pleaſed to ex- 
hibit againſt Adminiſtration ; but they ſhould recolle&, that obſer- 
vations of that kind partook of the nature of a two-edged ſword; 
they might happen to convey information to the enemy what place 
they might moſt ſucceſsfully attack, as well as expoſe the negligence 
of Miniſters, 

Mr. FOX. Sir, I ſhall do, what may ſeem to be ſomewhat 
Irregular, begin with the laſt part of the right honourable gentle- 
man's ſpeech who has juſt ſat down—with that ſtale and profligate 
argument of his, always uſed againſt thoſe who oppoſe the meaſures 
of Adminiſtration ; that when they charge Miniſters with neglect- 
ing the defence of the count y, they are to be conſidered as holding 

43 23: 
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out an invitation to the enemy to attempt an invaſion : if that be 
true, Sir, we had better at once put an end to the forms as we have 
done to the ſubſtance of the Conſtitution : if that be true, we had 
better leave every thing to His Majeſty's Miniſters, and, inſtead of 
making Members take the oath againſt tranſubſtantiation, let no 
man come into the Houſe who will not previouſly declare that hc 
will never, in any war, ſay any thing againſt the conduct of the 
Executive Government. The right honourable gentleman has 
talked of ** two-edged tools; in a ſtate of war every complaint 
againſt Adminiſtration muſt be in the nature of a two-edged tool. 
If I complain that one part of the country is weak, J may be told, 
Take care ; vou are doing that which is dangerous ; you are com- 
municating to the enemy which is the leaſt defenſible point of the 
empire. To whom, then, am I to make the complaint? To 
whom am I to ſtate my opinion? I with to know whether Minif- 
ters are the only perſons to be permitted to give advice? Sir, I will 
ſtate what my opinion has been with reſpect to an invaſion; and 
though the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Dundas) went in a 
manner out of his way to reproach me, I will again ſtate, that if 
Miniſters were really alarmed for the ſafety of Ireland, I cannot, 
upon any poſſible ground, account for their conduct. From that 
ſtatement I do not recede ; nay, I will fay farther, that if they are 
apprehenſive of any freſh danger to Ireland, their conduct is little 
leſs than inſanity. I am ſorry, Sir, I was in any way the means of 
preventing an honourable friend of mine from delivering his ſenti- 
ments before me—of the ſtate of the ſiſter kingdom, he is better 
informed than I can be ſuppoſed to be; but I have dear connsc- 
tions, whoſe property is not partly in this kingdom, and partly in 
that, but wholly in Ireland. When I ſpeak of Ireland, therefore, 
I may be imagined to ſpeak with ſome degree of feeling ; and if 
what I hear be true, that country is at this moment more diſcon- 
tented than ſhe was before the attempt of an invaſion. I ſuppoſe 
I ſhall now be told, that J am holding out an invitation to the 


French. No, Sir, I am not inviting them; I am inviting His 


Majeſty's Miniſters to take meaſures to remove that diſcontent, and 
to remedy the grievances complained of. But we find that Ireland 
is divided into two parts - the contented and diſcontented upon 
that ſubject we ſhall hear more in future; but let not the right 
honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, ſtate his opinion as ours. 1 
have ſaid, that the Catholics were in a ſtate of unjuſt excluſion 3 
but I never have ſaid that the Proteſtants had no reaſon for com- 
plaint, or that they were not excluded from the effence and ſubſtance 
of the Britiſh Conſtitution, I do conceive the North, the South, 
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the Weſt, and the Eaftern part of Ireland, to be in ſuch a ſituation, 
that if a ſpeedy remedy is not applied, the Minifter will not do juſ- 
tice to the Britiſh empire. But the right honourable gentleman, if 
there is any logic in his ſtatement, means to ſay, that it is a com- 
mon way with us to exclaim, Make the people happy, by taking 
away their grievances! If he had ſaid that we made uſe of an 
argument that was ſelf-evident, and had complained of us on that 
account, it"might have been well; but he ſays this, © May not men 
have unreaſonable grounds of complaint?“ To this I anſwer, yes; 
but that is no reaſon for not removing their reaſonable complaints. 
Does the Secretary at War then .mean to contend, that to relieve 
Ireland, the whole country ſhould be put in a ſtate of oppreſſion ? 
The North, he ſays, wants nothing, and is difloval. The South 
wants every thing, and is ſtill loyal. Here I ſuppoſe the gentle- 
man means to put this paradox, and ſay, that we had better place 
all Ireland and England in the ſame ſtate in which the Catholics 
in the South of Ireland are, and that then we may expect univerſal 
loyalty. I ſhould have thought, that when the right honourable 
Member was attempting to prove that Ireland had no cauſe for 
complaint, he would have explained why proclamations were iſſu- 
ing daily for declaring parts of the kingdom out of the King's 
peace. For my own part, I firmly believe that the grievances of 
which Ireland complains, are real, deep, well-founded. But whe- 
ther they are ſo or not, we hear that the people in the South are 
loyal ; yet all the reward they get for their royalty, is not a redreſs 
of grievances, not a removal of diſabilities, not a ceſſation of exclu- 
ſions — No, Sir; the reward they get is empty praiſe, a barren teſ- 
timony to their loyalty : but they have no more to expect than thoſe 
in the North, who are repreſented to be of a very different deſerip- 
tion. I certainly do admire the loyalty that was ſhewn by the 
people of Ireland upon the late invaſion; and I ſhould have 
thought that, by liberal and enlightened minds, that loyalty would 
have been deemed an unznſwerable reaſon for giving the people, 
without delay, thoſe privileges to which they are entitled by juſtice. 
No ſuch project, however, has been yet adopted, and that country 
remains in the ſame ſtate in which it was at the recall of Lord 
Fitzwilliam. He left them, after having had the authority of Go- 
vernment for their tantalizing expectations, and the cup of happi- 
neſs was on a ſudden daſhed from their lips. What may be the 
opinion of the right honourable gentleman I know not; but this 
1 do know, that if there was no reaſon in the time of Lord Fitz- 
villiam for removing the grievances complained of, the loyalty that 
bas fince been ſhewn is, at leaſt, hardly requited, if it is to be 
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brought only as an argument to ſhew that the people are not difcon. a 
tented. And upon the ſubject of grievances, what do the gentle. a 
men of Ireland ſtate? There are in that country men of as great v 
reſpectability, and of as high abilities as any in this. Will the n 
right honourable gentleman ſay, that thoſe who ſupported Lord ke 
Fitzwilliam are inclined to thoſe Jacobinical principles of which we 1 


have ſo often been 2ccuſed? Will he, becauſe they did for a time ai 
give into the alarm that was raiſed to ſupport the war, will he call 0 
them Jacobins? Look to theſe men! Look to the name of n 
Grattan? of whom I never ſhall ſpeak but with reſpect, and who, fi 
I am fure, will never err on the fide on which we are faid to err ; 1 
look at theſe men, and then let the right honourable gentleman fay, V 
whether Ireland has no grievances. There is another point which a1 
that gentleman might have gone into, and J watched him narrowly, ri 
to ſce whether he would—it is this — he has denied, that if the to 
enemy had landed at Bantry Bay, there was a probability of Cork m 
falling into their hands? Has he denied this? Let us inſtitute 
an inquiry into the fact; he will not deny it. Will he ſay in excuſe ca 
that it is impoſſible to guard every part of the empire? Shall we H 
then forget, that on the 26th of October laſt, we were told of an ar 
invaſion ;' and when we come to diſcuſs the ſubje& in March, we of 
find that no part of the empire has been protected. And here I Y 
cannot help remarking upon what the right honourable gentleman, fo 
in hopes of undoing the alarm excited before Chriſtmas, ſays to us: fa 
What, he aſks, can you ſay, who always treated the idea of an in- di 
vaſion as a bugbear ? Sir, I never did fo treat the idea when ap- of 
plied to Ireland; but there is, in the argument of the Secretary at 
War, a whimſical inconſiſtency ; he is ſaying, How can we be 1n- co 
vaded with a ſuperior fleet, and this at a time when the ſubject of m 
inquiry is, how the enemy came to invade us? For one, I think, fu 
while we have a fleet which is not, as it has been in the late expedi- ho 
tion of the French, miſmanaged, that an invaſion, with reſpect to lai 
Great Britain, is not an evil of the firſt magnitude. This, I dare D 
ſay now, under the wing of the right honourable gentleman, though an 
it will be remembered by the Houſe, that when I ſaid ſo before, 1 me 
was rebuked as if I was a perſon not properly feeling for my *. 
country. I conceive, however, that an invaſion would be an evil dir 
comparatively ſmall, as long as we have a ſuperior fleet. This he 


teads me more particularly to the preſent argument. The right 

honourable gentieman ſays, that though there are many charges ver 
againſt an invaſion while we have ſuch a fleet, yet if there be only 
chance in favour of it, it is right to be upon our guard. Agreed, 
But there is no way in which we could have been ſo much harrafſes 


i 
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as by the mode that has been adopted. Let gentlemen apply the 
argument to the naval force, and ſee how far it will go. A fleet 
was kept off Breſt, and it was probable that the French fleet might 
not eſcape ; but ought we not to have had a ſecond fleet at home 
to have intercepted the enemy in cafe they had made their eſcape ? 
This is the important part of the diſcuſſion. I am not expreſſing 
any diſſatisfaction at the conduct of Admiral Colpoys' fleet; I am 
only contending, that we ought to have had a ſecond fleet at Portſ- 
mouth ready to fail as ſoon as poſſible. I have no ſuch apprehen- 
fions ; but ſays he, can a fleet be ready to fail at an hour's notice ? 
There is this difference between a land and naval expedition : 
When I create any delay in a land expedition, I know the exact 
amount of the delay, and that it cannot extend beyond a given pe- 
riod, Upon ſhore I can calculate ; but by ſea, where I am ſubject 
to ſudden changes of. wind, it is material for me not to loſe a 
minute; for if I do, I may likely produce a delay of two months. 

Mr. Fox concluded with taking notice of all the facts of that 
caſe, and maintained moſt ſtrenuouſly that it was the duty of that 
Houſe not to take the words of one ſet of Miniſters in defence of 
another. He warned them of the probable effect of ſuch a mode 
of defence. It might be injurious to the reputation of Lord 
Spencer, as it had been to that of his predeceſſor, Lord Chatham; 
for the former had a majority of the Houſe of Commons in his 
favour, when an inquiry was moved for to examine into his con- 
duct, and yet ſhortly afterwards he was compelled to give up his 
office of Firſt Lord of the Admiralty. 

Mr. STURT complained of the repeated inſults offered to our 
coaſts, which ought to juſtify an inquiry. He afferted, that Ad- 
miral Colpoys' ſhip came into port ſhort of proviſions, particularly 
fuel, which was as bad as any want ; for he did not think the right 
honourable gentleman would like raw beef any more than the 
lailors. He was aſtoniſhed at nothing which that gentleman (Mr. 
Dundas) aſſerted, he had ſo much boldneſs, confidence, and aſſur- 
ance. His whole account of the ſecurity of Ireland was a miſtate- 
ment, and he read a letter he had received from a friend to prove 
it. He hoped, in God's name, he would not much longer have the 
direction of affairs. He might twiſt and toſs his head about; but 
he hoped it would ſoon be twiſted ſomewhere elſe. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT conſidered the queſtion to lay within.s 
very narrow compaſs, and it was caly to decide on it. A very clear: 
and detailed ſtatement had been given by his right honourable friend, 
Vhich he had no doubt had made a very forcible impreſſion on the 
Houſe ; he had alſo propoſed to have a liſt of papers printed in ſup-- 
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port of that ſtatement. If inquiry was the duty of Parliament, it 
was true on the other hand, that details ſhould be diſpenſed with 
that are uſeleſs, and which may be miſchievous. The gentlemen 
on the other fide had been pleaſed to call theſe documents garbled 
and defeQive extracts, though they did not know their contents. All 
he wiſhed for was, that they would compare theſe vouchers on the 
table with the arguments of his friend, and then decide. With 
reſpe to the general queſtion, it was this, whether or not ſufficient 
preparations were made by the Admiralty to be ready againſt any 
poſſible expedition which might be fitted out in the ports of France? 
It is admitted, that either Portugal or Ireland was the point of at- 
tack ; the one was our faithful ally, the other was as dear to us as 
Great Britain itſelf. What was the nature of our preparation ? 
why we had one fleet actually watching the enemy on their coaſts, 
and ready to follow them wherever they might go, in caſe the wea- 
ther had permitted that we could have known their direction; and 
we had another fleet in ſuch a forward ſtate of preparation, as to 
have been ready to have failed in five days after we knew that the 
Breſt fleet had ſailed, had the wind been fair. Had either one fleet 
or the other been ſo fortunate as to have met the enemy, what pro- 
digies of valour might we not have expected? In reſpect to the 
navy of Great Britain, it ought to be recollected how many and va- 
rious objects, and what rich and important poſſeſſions it had to pro- 
tet. This circumſtance muſt leſſen our ſuperiority in ſome points, 
eſpecially when the enemy had fo lately been reinforced by the 
fleets of Spain. What more could be done than to have one flect 
on the French coaſts, and another ready for ſea * Having no poſi- 
tive information of the deſtination of the enemy's fleet, occaſioned 
by the mere circumſtance of fogs and tempeſtuous weather, is it ex- 
traordinary that we ſhould have been fo long in the dark, and un- 
able to find out their place of rendezvous, when the French Ad- 
miral and General Hoche, who were in poſſeſſion of the ſecret, and 
failed in the ſame expedition, as well as other Captains of the flect, 
had, from the ſame cauſes of weather, never been able even to join it. 
Admiral Colpoys' fleet was in a ftate and condition to follow the 
enemy, and the papers offered to be produced would prove it. All 
the letters from Admiral Colpoys were propoſed to be given ; and 
in the one written after he firſt heard that the French fleet had 
failed, but before he knew its deſtination, he faid, he ſhould follow 
them the moment he knew the direction they had ſteered. Another 
circumſtance which determined him to remain on his ſtation was, 
his having ſhortly after chaſed ſome ſhips into Breſt, which he 
conceived to be part of their ſcattered fleet, and that others would 
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follow; whereas, thoſe ſhips turned out to be part of the Toulon 
ſquadron. The weather was ſo hazy, it was hardly poſſible to diſ- 
tinguiſh them, or get a clear obſervation of their force. Thus far, 
therefore, there could be no complaint either againſt the Admiralty, 
or Admiral Colpoys. As to Lord Bridport, his fleet was on the 
20th of December in ſuch a ſtate of forwardneſs as to be ready for 
ſea in five days. He had then eight fail of the line, which dronped 
down to St. Helens ; but not knowing the deſtination of the Breſt 
fleet, it was impoſſible to conceive that the cafe was ſo urgent; nor 
would he have been warranted in failing only with eight ſhips, when 
fix more were juſt ready, and the French had ſeventeen fail. When 
theſe ſhips were ready, the wind was foul. On the ſubject of 
alarms which had been abroad, and the accuſation brought againſt 
him as having been the firſt to ſpread them, and the firſt to lament 
the direction they had taken, he ſhould ſhortly obſerve, that he had 
wiſhed to put gentlemen on their guard againſt any attempts which 
the enemy might make, and accordingly he had recommended 

great exertions in the country. There was much at ſtake, and 
accordingly it was neceſſary to be prepared by land and ſea. He 

never had a doubt of the ſpirit of the country, or that having taken 

the neceſſary precautions, we were not fully able to defend ourſelves. 

His has been the language of precaution, and not of alarm. Mr. 

Chancellor Pitt concluded his ſpeech by complaining of Mr. Fox's 

violent and inflammatory language reſpeQing the ſtate of Ireland, 

and eſpecially of the Catholics, who had had more indulgences 

granted them within the few laſt years, than they ever had before. 

So far was the allegation from being true, that they had been op- 

preſſed by the preſent Government. 5 

Mr. WHITBREAD, in his reply, made ſome animadverſions 
on the arrival of Admiral Elphinſtone, in Ireland, while the French 
ſquadron was in Bantry Bay, which, as he afforded no aſſiſtance 
againſt them, in his opinion, demanded explanation. 

Lord KEITH, (late Admiral Exphinſtone), ſaid, that he had 
always diſcharged his duty to the beſt of his abilities, and for the 
ſervice of his country. If he conducted himſelf ill, as an officer, 
he was amenable to a Court Martial, if he had offended as a Mem- 
of Parliament, he was within the judgement of the Houſe; and he 
profeſſed himſelf ready, on any proper occaſion, to anſwer any in- 
quiry that might be demanded of him. 

Mr. WHITBREAD diſclaimed any intention of throwing out 
the ſmalleſt infinuation againſt the charaQer and ſervices of the gal- 
lant Admiral, for whoſe good conduct, perſonal valour, and profeſ- 
onal merits, he entertained the higheſt veneration and eſteem. T 
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public had lately an occaſion to exult in a conſiderable naval acqui- 
fition, the fruit of his diſcreet management and ſkilful precautions, 
The circumſtance he had ſlightly mentioned incidentally occurred 
among other facts which he thought it his duty to bring forward; 


' but he was very far from meaning to convey any perſonal 2nimad. 


verſion againſt the gallant Admiral, who, he was perfectly per. 
ſuaded, was clear from all blame in the tranſaction to which he 
had alluded. 

The Houſe then divided on the previous queſtion, when there 


appeared: For 1 it, 201; Againſt it, 62. 


Li ft of the Minority on Mr. Whitbread's motion, far an inquiry 
into the conduct of Miniſters with regard to the late attempt f the 
French ta invade Ireland,” 


Anſon, Thomas Lloyd, J. M. 


Aubrey, Sir J. Morpeth, Lord 
1 G. Milner, Sir W. 
Baſtard, J. P. Milton, Lord 
Beauclerk, C. G. Nicholls, 7: | 
Biddulph, R , North, 
Bouverie, Hon. E. derte, W. 
Brogden, J. Pierſe, H. 
Burch, J. R. res, 1. G. 
Donde, Sir F. Porter, 

82 4 Sir R. Richardſon, . 5 

: Ridley, Sir M. 

— H. le Ruſſell, Lord ]. 
Copley, Sir L. Ruffell, Lord W. 
Courtenay, J. St. John, Hon. St. A. 
r dheridan, R. B. 
Damer, L. Shum, G. C. 
Denifon, W. I. Sitwell, 8. 
Fletcher, Sir Smith, W. 
Fox, Right Hon. C. J. Spencer, Lord R. 
Galway, Viſcount | Stanley, Lord 
meg = Sturt, C. 
Grey, Charles Tierney, G. 
Hare, J. Townſhend, Lord J. 
Harriſon, ]. - Tufton, Hon, H. 
Howard, H. Vane, Sir F. 
Jervoiſe, we J. Walwyn, J. 

gſton, J. Wimnington, Sir F. 
Lawrance, F. Wycombe, Earl of 
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Manday, 6th March. 


The SPEAKER informed the Houſe that a miſtake aroſe in 
; carrying up a bill to ſuſpend the operation of two acts of the 1 5th 
5 and 17th of His preſent Majeſty, reſpecting the iſſuing promiſſory 
4 notes for the payment of ſmall ſums of money for a limited time, 
K by accident a elauſe which had been added to the bill had been left 
in the office. He ſtated this to be a caſe without a precedent, and 
by ſubmitted to the Houſe whether the better mode would not be to 
ſend a meſſage, together with the clauſe, to the Bar of the Houſe of 
Lords, and acquaint their Lordſhips of the miſtake, which the Houſe 
y agrecd to, and the mode was adopted accordingly. 
% A meſſage from the Lords informed the Houſe that their Lord- 


ſhips had paſſed a bill for relieving William Marquis of Lanſdowne 
from certain penalties and diſabilities to which he had ſubjected 
himſelf, by having inadvertently ſpoken and voted in the Houſe of 
Peers without having taking the oaths, &c. required by law. 

The bill having been read a firſt time, 

The SPEAKER obſerved, that the ſtanding order of the Houſe 
required that there ſhould be an interval of three days between the 
firſt and the ſecond reading of a private bill, and this came under 
that deſcription ; but the Houſe had the power, and perhaps under 
the ſpecial circumſtances of this caſe would be diſpoſed to diſpenſe 
with that order—which was done accordingly, and the bill was 
read a ſecond time. 

The Speaker then obſerved, that by the ſtanding order it was re- 
quired that an interval of eight days ſhould elapſe between the ſe- 
cond reading and the commitment of the bill : perhaps the Houſe 
would, for the fame reaſon, diſpenſe with that order alſo. Which 16. 
they did, and ordered the bill to be committeed to a Select Com- . 
mittee immediately. - © yl 

The Committee on the election for Maidſtone was poſtponed to 
the 27th of April on the motion of Mr. W. Dundas; and that 
of the Kent election to the 2d of May, on the motion of Mr. 
Williams. 8 

Mr. MAINWARING faid, that, in purſuance of the notice 
he had given, it now became his duty to ſtate to the Houſe ſome 
facts which he believed would call for a regulation in the manage- 
ment of the ſale of five cattle, which was conſidered by thoſe who 
were well acquainted with the ſubject as the principle cauſe of the 
high price of provifions, It would not be neceſſary for him to con- 
fume much of the time of the Houſe; little need be ſaid by him 
to induce gertlemeti to enter upon the inveſtigation of this matter, 
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for it materially concerned every individual in this eountry, eſpe- 
cially the lower orders, of whom the Houſe of Commons were 
the united Repreſentatives. Late in the laſt Seſſion of the laſt Par- 
liament, a petition was preſented to that Houſe by a body of men 
calling themſelves © Cutting Butchers,” complaining of great hard- 
ſhips which they endured in conſequence of the practice of engroſ- 
fing, foreſtalling, and regrating live cattle, which, they ſaid, were 
the principal cauſcs of the high price of proviſions. The Houſe 
refer-2d that ſubject to a Committee, That Committee fat for 
ſome time to examine into the allegations of the petition, and a num- 
ber of witneſſes were examined, after which the Committee made 
a Report, and ſtated the ſubſtance of the evidence which was given 
to them, together with ſome obſervations thereon. On account of 
the latencſs of the Seſſion, no farther proccedings were had upon 
this ſubject. It would tire the Houſe if he were to detail the whole 
matter of the Report of that Committee, and therefore he ſhould 
not do it : but it was material that he ſhould ſtate a few of the 
facts contained in that Report, which was ordered to be printed, 
and was now on the journals of the Houſe, ſo that every Member 
might of courſe be acquainted with its contents. It appeared by 
that Report, that there are a elaſs of perſons who are called jobbers. 
who make it a buſineſs to go about the country to the farmers, ang 
to buy. up immenſe quantities of large cattle, which are generally 
ready for the ſupply of the metropolis. When the jobber has got 
the cattle out of the hands of the grazier, they are jobbed again, and 
are ſold from one to the other of theſe jobbers three or four times 
over before they fairly come to the London market, and thus theſe 
jobbers at laſt ſend them to the London market, with a fixed price 
upon them, contrary to the intereſt of the grazier, as well as the 
conſumer ; tor the grazier ſells them at the price which they will 
fetch of the jobber; but the jobbers by this practice get all the live 
cattle into their hands, and they afterwards fix the price of the 
market upon theſe cattle ; the conſequence of which is, the jobbers 
have the whole controul of the market in their own hands. By 
theſe practices moſt enormous ſums of money are made by theſe 
jobbers, inſomuch that one of the witneſſes examined before the Com- 
mittee ſtated that one of theſe jobbers cleared the ſum of 20001. in 
the year 1795, for his ſhare of jobbing in oxen. Enormous ſums 
of money are made by the ſame practices by the jobbing in ſheep ; 
large profits are got in this way ſometimes in the courſe of an hour. 
All that he had hitherto ſtated referred, only to cattle fit for the 
London market ; but this was not all, for theſe jobbers buy up the 
lean cattle all over the country, take chem to graizers to be fed, and 
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afterwards ſet their own price upon them, till they get at laſt the 
whole of the cattle of the country out of the hands of the farmers ; 
and in the inſtances of the lean cattle, the jobbers get a double 
profit, for. the cattle pals twice through their hands. 

Another ſubje& of grievous complaint was, that of regrating in 
the Smithfield market. A number of perſons go to this market 
early, and buy up the cattle there, and merely lead them acroſs the 
market, and then ſell them ſingly to the butchers, by which in the 
courſe of half an hour they make moſt enormous profit, and thereby 
enhance the price molt prodigiouſly. 

Another grievous ſubje& of complaint was that of foreſtalling, 
which was as great an evil as either of the other two; this was 
the practice of what is called the carcaſs butcher. He goes ten or 
twenty miles into the country to meet the great dealers in cattle as 
they are coming to London, and ſometimes buys up one half of the 
cattle that are intended for market ; but they never come to market 
alive; they are ſent to the private ſlaughter-houſes of theſe carcaſs 
butchers; by this the Smithfield market often appears thin of live 
cattle, by which means again there is an apparent, though no real 
ſcarcity : the conſequence of which is, a very high price of 
butchers meat. 

Theſe were inconveniencies which required remedies. It was 
clear from this Report to which he had referred, and from the evi- 
dence of all the witneſſes who were examixed before the Committee, 
ſaid, that the metropolis might be well ſupplied but for the practices 
to which he had alluded ; and that when the market appeared thin 
of cattle, that thinneſs has been owing to the artifices of theſe men; 
and the ſcarcity was not real. He believed, indeed, that ſometimes 
cattle were ſent to market much younger than they ought to be for 
fale there; but this he believed to be chicfly owing to the poverty 
of thoſe who ſent them : that, however, was not the queſtion now ta 
be conſidered. The queſtion now was, Whether there were any 
practices that neceſſarily enhance the price of proviſions? And whe- 
ther theſe practices were improper ? If the Houſe thought there 
were ſuch practices, they ought to deviſe ſome means to ſtop them. 
There were many other matters in the Report, but he thought he 
had ſtated enough to entitle him to call upon the Houſe to try to 
adopt ſome remedy. Some legiſlative interference ought, in his 
opinion, to take place. He was aware he might be told that he 
bad ſtated only that there were engroſſing, foreſtalling and regrating,, 
and that there are laws in exiſtence againſt ſuch practices. He al- 
lowed that to be, in a great meaſure, true; but then the mode of, 
carrying ſuch laws into execution was attended with ſo wuch diff., 
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eulty, fo much delay and perplexity, ſo much loſs of time and ex- 
pence, and ſo many diſcouraging circumſtances altogether, that no in- 
dividual could be expected to ſtand ſufficiently firm and forward for 
the public, to enforce theſe laws fo as to bring their enactments into 
general utility. The time and trouble; the expences of witneſſes 
going before a Grand Jury to find a bill, and afterwards to attend 
a trial, and the various other inconveniences which attended a pro- 
fecution of this nature, where ſuch as to deter an individual from 
entering upon a meaſure of this kind in a way ſufficiently general to 
be of public uſe. Of the magnitude of the evil the Houſe had the 
opinion of a Committee, whoſe Report was now before them; and 
therefore it would be for the Houfe to conſider whether ſome mea- 
fure or other ſhould not be now adopted. He knew very well that 
the Houſe would be cautivus in coming to any meaſure that might 
feem to lay any reſtrictions upon trade, and that it might be ſaid, 
that in a commercial country like this, nothing ſhould be adopted 
by the Legiflature that ſhould in any degree cramp the operations of 
trade; that all ſpeculations in trade (hould be left to find their own 
level. He fubſcribed to that doQtrine in a general way, for he 
thought it a good general doctrine ; but when men by. artifices 
contrived to enhance the price of common food, he did conceive it 
to be the duty of that Houſe to adopt meaſures by which the price 
of ſuch articfes ſhould be kept as low as poſſible ; for if a man, 
doomed to ſubſiſt by honeſt induſtry and labour, could not ſupport 
himſelf, the conclufion was obvious, he muſt either become a bur- 
den upon the public, or he muſt ſtarve ; and while we wiſhed to 
fupport our trade, we muſt not forget that theſe very labourers are 
the pillars on which the whole of our proſperity reſts; that their la- 
bour is the foundation of our trade and commerce. It is therefore 
the intereft, as well as the duty, of Parliament, to provide for la- 
bourers as well as they could. The Committee had given their 
opinion upon the complaints which he had briefly ſtated; they ſtated 
it as their opinion, that theſe practices were the cauſe of the dearneſs 
of provifiens ; ſome of the practices ought to be much better regu- 
lated than they are at preſent, by inſtituting a power to have ſummary 
conviction of thoſe who are guilty, and fome of the practices ought 
fo be altogether aboliſhed. Such was the opinion of the Committee. 
He felt ſome difficulty as to the mode which he ought to purſue. He 
fhould be glad to move for leave to bring in a bill for the better pre- 
venting of engroffing, foreſtalling, and regrating; but if that was 
not regular, he muſt move for another Committee to inquire into 
the cauſes of the high price of proviſions, and that they ſhould re- 
port their opinion thereupon to the Houfe. 
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The SPEAKER (aid, that the Houſe might take the benefit of 
the information in the Report, which had been already made, if 
they pleaſed, although it was that of a former Parliament ; but it 
would be neceflary that the Report ſhould be read. 

The Report was read. * 

Mr. MAINWARING then moved, ** For leave to bring in a 
bill for the more effectually preventing foreſtalling, engroſſing, and 
regrating live cattle.“ 

Mr. Alderman COMBE ſeconded the motion. He conceived 
that ſome farther regulations were neceſſary; and as far as he 
could judge, thoſe regulations would not diminiſh or check any of 
the fair advantages of Commerce. 

Mr. Serjeant ADAIR moved, that the order of the day, for 
going into a Committee on the bill for relief to Quakers, be read. 

Mr. PIERREPONT faid, that although it might ſeem pre- 
ſumptuqus to reſiſt the bill after the full diſcuſſion it had received, 
he could not in duty decline it; he had given it his entire attention, 
and the reſult was, a conviction that it would be attended with moſt 
pernicious conſequences. It therefore appeared to him, that the 
more candid, open, and ingenuous way would be to oppoſe the bill 
2 its preſent ſtage. * therefore oppoſed the Speaker leaving the 

hair. | 

Mr. ADAIR roſe. He had not expected the oppoſition to the 
bill which had been ſhewn by the lait honourable gentleman ; he 
had thought that at any rate it would have been ſuffered to paſs 
through the ſtage it then was in, before any ſerious oppoſition was 
offered to jt. Here Mr. Adair went over his old ground of ſup- 
port to the bill at confiderable length. 

The SOLICITOR GENERAL ſaid, that the bill propoſed to 
take money nut of the pockets of one claſs of people, to ſatisfy the 
conſciences of another claſs. It fought to pick the pockets of the 
clergy, without leaving them a competent remedy. 

Mr. HOBHOUSE was aware that the Quakers were themſelves 
2 little divided with reſpect to the payment of tythes. A portion 
of them held it right to make their ſeruples the ground of determined 
oppoſition to the payment of tythes, while ſome were leſs tenacious: 
With reſpe& to the arguments of the Solicitor General, Mr. Hob- 
houſe thought the Clergy had as much reaſon to petition for the re- 
peal of the act of William, as to oppoſe the preſent bill. Mr. 
Hobhouſe ſupported the motion. 

Mr. JEFFREYS defended the character of the body of people 
alled Quakers from an attack which he conceived had been made 
upon them by the Solicitor General. * 23 
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The SOLICITOR GENERAL declared, that he had no in. 
tention of ſaying any thing againſt that body of people ; on the con- 
trary, he thought them in general very reſpectable men. 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL ſaid, that he at firſt enter. 
tained ſentiments in favour of the bill, but that, upon more mature 

inveſtigation, he was inclined to give it his negative. 

A Member moved, that the commitment of the bill be deferred 
for this day fix months. 

The Houſe divided: For putting off the Bill, 28 ; Againſt 
it, 12. Majority againſt the bill, 16. 


Tueſday, 7th March. 
Mr. BRAMSTON brought up the following Report : 


The Committee appointed to examine and ſtate the total 
amount of outſtanding demands on the Bank of England, 
and likewiſe of the Funds for diſcharging the ſame; and 
to report the reſult thereof to the Houſe, together with their 
opinion on the neceſſity of providing for the confirmation 
and continuance, for a time to be limited, of meaſures 
taken in purſuance of the Minute of Council on the 26th 
of February laſt ; and who were empowered to report 
their proceedings from time to time to the Houſe ; have 
farther examined into the ſeveral matters referred to their 
conſideration ; and have agreed to report to the Houſe ; 

5 That, in their opinion, it is neceſſary to provide for the con- 
firmation and continuance, for a time to be limited, of the meaſures 
taken in purſuance of the Order of Council on the 26th of Fe- 
bruary laſt ; ſubmitting to the wiſdom of Parliament to determine 
for what limited time it may be neceſſary that thoſe meaſures ſhould 
be continued.” | 

The Report was ordered to be laid on the 1 


The bill to provide for paying and cloathing the militia was 
read, and ordered to be read a ſecond time on Thurſday next. 

Mr. W. DUNDAS ftated, that the deſcription of the pariſhes 
in the bill for raiſing a number of men for the army and navy in 
Scotland was defective; and therefore he moved for leave to bring 
in a bill to amend that act of Parliament. 

The act being read, leave was given to bring in a bill to 
amend it. 

Colonel WOOD gave notice, that if there ſhould not be other 
preſſing buſineſs before the Houſe on the 1 4th of this month, he 
ſhould ſubmit a motion for an inquiry to be inſtituted on the ſtate 
of the defence of this pountry. 


— 


— 
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- Mr. Chancellor PITT, who had juſt entered the Houſe, ſaid, 
- he underſtood that the farther Report of the Committee on the 

affairs of the Bank bad been juit laid before the Houſe. He was 
. ſorry he was abſent when the Report was brought up, but his ab- 


e ſence was unavoidable. He ſhould not now enter at large upon 

the ſubject of that Report, for that would be unſeaſonahle, eſpecially 
d in ſo thin a Houſe ; he thought it neceſſary, however, to obſerve, 

that both the laſt and the former Report of the Committeę upon this 1 
ſt ſubject ought to be taken into the conſideration of the Houſe with as 1 


little delay as poſſible; he therefore ſhould wiſh to move, that 
both Reports ſhould be taken into conſideration on Thurſday next. 
He did not mean to preſs that they ſhould at all events be diſcuſſed = 
on that day, unleſs the honourable gentleman, who was in poſſeſſion 1 


a of that day by a previous notice, ſhould be willing to wave his right, ip) | 
, or not oppoſe the matter coming on that day, which he hoped he Wh 
1 would not oppoſe ; and that he would give way to this urgent buſi- [4 
2s neſs. If, however, that ſhould not be the caſe, he ſhould propoſe | i 
5 that the Reports be taken into conſideration on Friday; but that, by. 
wn at all events, he could not delay the diſcuſſion farther than Monday. i 


He thought that the better way would be now to make the order for 
this diſcuſſion for "Thurſday ; not that he ſhould inſiſt on its coming 
on that day, but that it ſhould rather operate as a notice to ſtand 
for that day, unleſs he ſhould hear in the interval that there are 
objections to its coming on that day; and when theſe Reports are 
taken into conſideration, it would be neceſſary to take the ſenſe of 
the Houſe on what is the moſt proper mode of inquiry into the 
cauſes of this event; an inquiry of that nature was one in which 
he underſtood all parts of the Houſe concurred in thinking neceſ- 
fary, and in which opinion he for one certainly joined: the mode 
of doing this would be matter of diſcuſſion ; but he thought it 
highly important that that Houſe ſhould aſcertain fully the real 
fituation of this country in point of finance. He ſhould move for 
a Committee to inquire into the ſtate of the finance of this country, 
; and to diſtinguiſh the increaſe of our debt fince the commencement 
85 of the-preſent war; the proviſion that had been made for that 
ng debt; to make a ſtatement of the probable expences of the preſent 
year upon the ſuppoſition that the war ſhould continue ; and to 
make a general compariſon between ſuch probable expences, upon 
ſuch a ſuppoſition, and the ways and means already provided for 
her defraying them. He ſhould now move, That the two Reports 
* of the Committee on the affairs of the Bank, &c. be taken into 
tato donſideration on Thurſday next.” Ordered. : 
Mr. W. SMITH faid, he could not anſwer whether his honour- 
Vor. I. 5 H | 
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able friend would conſent to poſtpone his motion on Thurſday ; but 
he ſuppoſed he would have no objeQion. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT then moved, That the ſecond Re- 
port of the Corumittee on the affairs of the Bank be printed.” 
Ordered. 

An account of tlic amount of money advanced by the Bank of 
England, for the public ſervice, to the 25th of February, was or- 
dered to be laid before the Houſe. 

The Speaker, attended by ſeveral Members, went up to the 
Houſe of Peers to hear His Majeſty's aſſent given by commiſſion 
to the act for enabling the Eaſt- India Company to increaſe their 
capital, to the Marquis of xr road s Indemnity Bill, and to ſome 
private bills. 

Adjourned to Thurſday, Wedneſday, the 8th of March, being 
appointed to be publicly obſerved as a Faſt day. 


Thurſday, 9th March. 


Mr. CANNING brought up a copy of the Treaty between His 

Britannic Majeſty and the Prince of Heſſe Darmſtadt, which was 
ordered to be printed. 

A copy of the Preliminaries of this Treaty was laid upon the 
table ſome time ago; this was a copy of the Treaty, with the ra- 
tifications. 

- Mr. GREY reminded the honourable gentleman of an ac- 
count of the ſums of money which had been advanced in conſe- 
quence of this Treaty, which was ordered to be made out ſome time 
ago, but which was not yet before the Houſe. 

The Chairman of the Committee on the Colcheſter election re- 

ported the deciſion of that Committee, declaring the fitting Member 
to be duly elected; the petition againſt ſaid election to be frivolous 
and vexatious, and the oppoſition to ſaid petition to be neither fri- 
n. nor vexatious. 

Mr. TIERNEY preſented a petition from the pariſh of Saint 
George' s, Southwark, againſt the Poor Bill, which was . to 
lie upon the table till the faid bill was committed. 

Mr. Tierney moved for an account of all the nee ad- 
vances made from the Directors of the Bank to Government, with 
the intereſt of the ſame, fince the Order of Council was iſſued on 
the 25th of n lat for the reſtricton of payment in ſpecie. 
Ordered. | 

He then 1 for an account of the increaſe or decreaſe of 
bills counted by the Bank, in the week ending Saturday the 4th 
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of March, 1797, in compariſon with the bills diſcounted in the 
week ending the 25th of February, 1797, being that before the 
Order of Council was ifſued. 

Mr. Chancellor P ITT objected to the motion, becauſe it 
would tend to divulge the private tranſactions of the Bank, and 
thereby prove injurious to public credit. "The Houſe had hitherto 
thought proper to truſt their inquiry to a Secret Committee, which 
in its firſt report did not enter into any account of the diſcounts of 
the Bank ; and therefore, whatever might be the motives of the 
Houſe and its Secret Committee to uſe ſuch a diſcretion, as he did 
not doubt that diſcretion was properly exerciſed with a true regard 
to the public intereſts, ke truſted the ſame motives would decide the 
Houſe not to agree to the motion. Beſides, this was not the time 
to enter into any previous diſcuſſion about the management of the 
Bank, when the ſubje& propoſed for the conſideration of the Houſe 
riſing out of the two Reports of the Committee of Scereſy, would 
eventually determine what might be the moſt proper meaſures here- 
after to be taken. 

Mr. TIERNEY faid, that the right honourable gentleman cer- 
tainly had not diſtinctly heard his motion, elſe he would not have 
oppoſed it on the grounds he adopt d. He was induced to move 
for the account from no motive of impertinent curioſity, but merely 
to know the comparative amount of the diſcounts made by the 
Bank on the two weeks which had been ſpecified. It was gene- 
rally believed that they had increaſed to a moſt enormous amount, 
and that uncommon accommodation was granted to every perſon 
who was diſpoſed to be in the leaſt clamorous. It was important 
for the Houſe to know, whether this belief was true or falſe; and 
the information might be granted in perfect confiſtency with the 
Report of the Committee. He was very much ſurprized, indeed, 
that the right honourable gentleman had objected to its being given; 
ſince, if the Bank really poſſeſſed ſolidity of reſource, and, if the 
conduct of the Directors was guided by that prudence for which 
they got credit, the greater publicity that was given either to the ſtate 


or the management of their affairs the better. 


Mr. SHERIDAN wondered why the right honourable — 
man did not object to the other motion which his honourable 


triend had made, reſpecting the advances to Government fince the 


25th of February, upon the ſame plea—for there was no more 
real cauſe of objection againſt the one than the other. His honour- 
able friend had only moved for ſuch particulars as could not be 
made up when the Committee of Inquiry was appointed, i in which 


Were was nothing ſecret ; but by affeQing myſtery where there Was 
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no reaſon, the Bank might actually be brought into diſcredit. Ile 
certainly thought there was ſomething very extraordinary i in the con- 

duct of the Bank Directors, if the reports were true, in continuing 
their difcounts when they were no longer able to pay their notes; 

and if they bed increafed their outſtanding engagements from thir- 

teen to fifteen, ſixteen, or ſeventeen millions, it could not be an im- 
material circumſtance to know how far their aſſets had inercaſed 
to diſcharge them. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſuppoſed, if the Committee of Secrecy 
had known or thought it prudent to declare what was the amount 
of diſcounts granted by the Bank, it would have been ſtated in the 
Report. The general ſubject had been referred to the Secret Com- 
mittee, which reported upon the whole; and when the Houſe 
thought proper to refer the whole to a Secret Committee, inſtead of 
entering it{clf into an inveltigation of the component parts, and the 
Secret Committee thought proper to report upon the whole inſtead 
of diſſecting particulars, he could not think it prudent or fit to act in 
contradiction to them. 

Mr. FOX diſclaimed any intention of entering into an inquiry 
into the component parts of the property of the Bank, ſuch an in- 
quiry being altogether inappli *.ble to the preſent motion. The 
object of his honuurable friend was not to aſcertain how much of 
the property of the Bank confiſted in diſcounts, but in what propor- 
tion thefe diſcounts had increaſed fince the 24th of February laſt. 
It was poſſible, that fince the Order of Council of that date was 
iſſued, the affairs of the Bank might be ſo materially altered by their 

of difcounts as to affect the neceſſity of the continuance 
of the Order; for if their difcounts had increaſed, of courſe the ne- 
eeſſity for continuing the operations of the Order was become 
ſtronger ; whereas, if they had decreaſed, the neceſſity was certainly 
not ſo great, and conſequently it ought to be limited to a ſhorter 
time. He ſupported the motion, therefore, on the ground, that the 
account was neceſſary to enable the Houſe to take the proper ſteps, 
either for continuing or removing the prohibition laid upon the 
Bank, and under which they at preſent aQed. 

Lord HAWKESBURY was of opinion that the accaunt might 
contain information which it was not proper to {ay before the 
public. Beſides, it was rendered unneceffary by the Report of the 
Secret Committee, as it was there ftated that, from the information 
they had of the amount of the diſcounts of the Bank, of which the) 
had ſeen no regular accounts, they concluded, that they made little 
difference in the general ſtate of its affairs. 


Sir BENJAMIN HAMMET vindicated the wiſe and pro- 
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dent conduct of the Directors of the Bank, and particularly the 
propriety of granting accommodation by difcounts to the mer- 
chants and private bankers, without which trade would come to 
a ſtand. | 

Mr. TIERNEY again repeated, that gentlemen” on the other 
fide appeared to miſunderſtand the nature of his motion. There 
was nothing ſecret in it. All he wanted to know was, how much 
more or leſs the Bank had diſcounted in the week ending on Satur- 


day the 4th of March, than in the week prior to the Order of | 


Council ? 

The motion was then put, and negatived. 

Mr. TIERNLYY next obſerved, that as Exchequer bills at pre- 
ſent incurred a heavy diſcount, notwithſtanding the meaſures lately 
propoſed by the right honourable gentleman, and adopted by the 
Houſe, for relieving the market of that burden, he ſhould move 
c for an account of the amount of Exchequer Bills iſſued under an 
act of Parliament for raiſing a ſum of 18,000,000l. by way of 
annuity, in the months of January, February, , March, with 
their diſcount in each month, and the average diſcount of the 
whole.” Ordered. ; | 

Mr. SHERIDAN begged leave to offer a few obſervations upon 
the Reports of the Committee of Secrecy, as they were materially 
connected with the buſineſs of the day, and afterwards ſuggeſt ſuch 
a propoſition as the nature af the circumftances feemed to require. 
The firſt meaſure which he thought neceſſary to adopt was, to en- 


« deavour to prevent the impreſſion which the Report of the Com- 


mittee of Secrecy might have upon the public opinion reſpecting the 
fituation of the Bank, becauſe, according to the Report of the Com- 
mittee, the Government was repreſented as a debtor to the Bank in 
various fums, independent of eleven millions, which the Com- 
mittee reckoned as forming ſo much of the capital ſtock of the Bank, 


when, in fact, that ſum of eleven millions was no debt at all; and a 


declaration of ſuch 4 nature was entirely calculated to miflead. In- 
ſtead of being included in the capital ſtock of the. Bank as a debt, it 
ſhould have been reckoned, what it really is, as an annuity of 
350, oool. per annum, that being the ſtipulated intereſt for the ſum 
during a certain term of years. If the eleven millions were actually 
belonging to the effects of the Bank, and available at any time, and 
for any purpoſe, that ſum might be made applicable in any exigeney 
to diſcharge any demand which might occur ; but that could not be 
called a debt where there were no means of claiming the ſum fo 
reckoned, Government might pay off that ſum if it were ſo in. 
dined, it is true; but it was imprebable that it would do 15; nor 
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was it at preſent very probable that Government would pay it off in 
1814, that being the expiration of the cighteen years for which it 
was obtained, when it could retain the uſe of it for fo ſmall an in. 
tereit as three per cent. There was no power in the Bank to com- 
pel the payment of this money at any period, and the payment of it 
reſted ſolely on the option of Government. The Bank, as a cor- 
poration, was merelv a vehicle for managing the national debt ; and 
ſs long as the national debt exiſted, the Bank would exiſt alſo : it 
would be a corporation to the end of time. He wiſhed, indeed, it 
might not be ſo: but he repeated it would be a corporation to the 
end of time, if the national debt remained unpaid. So far, then, it 
was evident, that the eleven millions did not form a part of the ca- 
pital ſtock of the Bank, but only gave it an annuity ; and this was 
an inſtance, he would not ſay of the inaccuracy or deliberate inten- 
tion to miſrepreſent of the Committee, but of a ſtatement, in conſe- 
quence of which a. fort of impreſſion had gone abroad, as if that 
money were immediately applicable to any objeR of national relief. 
The inquiry then would be, of what effects the ſeventeen millions 
are compoſed which are to defray the outſtanding engagements of 
the Bank; they conſiſt, of courſe, of cath in hand, of other diſ- 
poſcable ſecurities, and of bills which the Bank has diſcounted. If 
part of the aſſets, then, conſiſt in bills which have been diſcounted, 
the motion of his honourable friend (Mr. Tierney) was proper, in 
defiring to know the increaſe or decreaſe of thoſe diſcounts ? for if 
the Bank were to continue to iſſue freſh diſcounts, whatever might 
be the incredible diſtreſs of individuals, according to the honourable 
Baronet (Sir Benjamin Hammet) after it had refuſed to pay its own 
notes, although he did not wiſh to give his opinion of the propriety 
of extending its diſcounts, he was obliged ſay, that the diſtreſs. of 
individuals was the only excuſe for ſuch a meaſure. He now came 
to examine the ſituation of the Bank in reſpect to Government. 
It appeared by the paper on the table, that Government owed 
9,964, oool. to the Bank, which remained as part of their aſſets, 
and the permanent ſecurities towards defraying the 143,77 0,000]. 
of outſtanding demands upon it. Now what had been the conduct 
of Government in this affair, but the moſt extraordinary that ever 
occurred? By parity of reaſoning, let any gentleman take a ſup- 


poſcable caſe of individuals acting in the ſame way, and ſee how it 


would ſtand. -If a merchant, for inſtance, had affets in bonds, 
merchandize, diſcounts, and other diſpoſeable commoditics, to the 
value bf 17,0001. out of which he owed to various creditors 
£3,0001., but had on the per contra ſide of his accompt 10, oool. 
due to him by one man, which -was within 3,000. of the extent 
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of his engagements, would not that merchant think it very extraor- 
dinary conduct in that man, if he ſay, © Sir, I underſtand that your 
affairs are in a tiekliſh way; let me make an inquiry, and examine 
them; and if upon a ſtrict examination, I diſcover that you have 
wherewithal in due time to extricate yourſelf from your difficul- 
ties, and diſcharge your debts, I will not fay that I mav not gua- 
rantee them fpr you.” Yet, however abſurd and extraordinary ſuch 
a mode of proceeding might appear, ſuch had actually been the 
mode of praceeding between the Government and the Bark. To 
go back to the compariſon—the gentleman would ſay, Wu do 
you not pay me the money you owe me before you make ſuch a re- 
que ſt, and then I may be able to ſatisſy every demand without vour 
interference.” Such ſhould have been the oonduct of the Directors of 
the Bank upon the preſent occafion. He would not ſay that the Go- 
vernment had not been highly criminal ; and that the Directors of 
the Bank had not committed great errors. He might be blamed at 
ſuch a criſis for ſpeaking ſo plainly ; but plain dealing was now the 
only method to recover public eredit. The next inquiry was, 
whether the Bank had declined all at once, or ſuffered a gradual de- 
creaſe ; and if the latter were the caſe, how happened it that the 
fatal effects which enſued were not foreſeen, nor meaſures taken to 
prevent them? About four years ago the Bank increaſed their 
dividend to ſeven per cent. which indicated a growing proſperity ; 
and granting that to be the caſe, could they have declined all at 
once? Was the Houſe and the Public to imagine, when the Bank 
undertook to ſubſcribe one million laſt year towards the Loyalty 
Loan of eighteen millions, that they were then ſuffering a gradual 
decreaſe ? becauſe if they were, how happened it that Government 


did not take one meaſure to pay the debt, or any part of it, which it 


owed to the Bank, to prevent the inconveniences which it has lately 
been ſubjected to, but on the contrary, took an additional ſum of 
one million? It appeared as if it had almoſt been the defire and 
plan of Government to reduce the Bank to ſuch a ſituation ; and 
nothing ſhort of infatuation on the part of the Bank could have 
ſubmitted to ſuch conduct. If the preſent difficulties were fore- 
ſeen, why did the Government ſhut the door when the books for 
the ſubſcription of the Loyalty Loan of eighteen millions were 
open, and when people from every part of the kingdom came for- 
ward with their money, and were diſappointed ? Why, inſtead of 
cloſing the account of eighteen millions, did they not extend it to 
thirty millions, when they found they could raiſe the money with ſo 
little trouble and inconvenience ? Did they fear, that by keeping 
the books open for the receipt of a larger ſum than = had origi 
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nally ftated, they ſhould depreſs the Funds? Allowing that tlie 
Miniſter did think fo, ought he not to have deliberated a little, and 
have taken ſome millions more to pay the Bank with a temporary 
depreſſion of the Funds, which would ſoon have rebounded to their 
uſual ſtandard, than have ſubjected mercantile men to fo much diſ- 
treſs and difficulty, by the narrowing of diſcounts, reduced the 
Bank to ſuch a deplorable ſituation, depreſſed the Funds lower 
than he would have done at that time, and given fo ſevere a ſhock 
to public credit? If the Miniſter did not know of the gradual de- 
creaſe of the proſperity of the Bank, and did not foreſee theſe con- 
ſequences, he ſtands excuſed; but then there will be much blame 
and error of judgement imputable to the Bank. What then, it 
might be faid, ought not the Directors of the Bank to lend aſſiſt- 
ance to Government, or to individuals, in cafes of temporary dith- 
culty, and on permanent ſecurities * Undoubtedly if they could do 
fo, they ought ; but let them firſt recollect that they are not the 
Truſtees of the Public, nor of Government Funds, but the 
Truftces of Bank Proprietors, of Widows, and of Orphans ; 
who, if they were blindly to go on in lending unlimited aſjiſtance, 
muſt eventually be ruined. Here, then, it might be aſked, What 
meaſures did Government purſue, to enable the Bank to pay its out- 
ſtanding engagements? It would naturally be ſuppoſed that ſome- 
thing was done, beſides the prohibition of paying in ſpecie, Tt 
does not appear, however, that any thing was done to avoid the 
meaſures which Government adupted Had the Bank not the 
means to ſhun the calamity ? Certainly they had, for their ſufh- 
ciency has been declared. Did the Bank call in any of the debts 
which were due to them? Did it narrow its diſcounts? or did it 
diſpoſe of any of its diſpoſeable effects? One of theſe, if not all, 
would have been the plan of a merchant to retrieve himſelf in a 
ſimilar ſituation ; and yet not one of theſe meaſures did the Bank 
adopt. Why did they not ſell the T.oyalty Loan? If they had fold 
it, they might have ſold it with a loſs to themſelves, tis true; but 
do not moſt men in embarraſſed fituations, if they diſpoſe of their 
diſpoſcable effects with loſs to ſatisfy their creditors, ſuffer the loſs 
themſelves? The Bank Truſtees were bound to do juſtice to their 
ercdicors, to their truſt, and to themſelves ; and it was extraordi- 
nary to fee wiſe and juſt men like them brought to ſuch a ſituation. 
Upon theſe grounds, therefore, he thought it his duty to give notice, 
that he ſhould to-morrow move that immediate ſteps be taken t0 
pay the meney advanced by the Directors of the Bank to Go- 
vernment. 


Mr. HARRISON faid he was ready to give every accommod- 
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tion on buſineſs of ſuch importance both to the right honourable 
gentleman oppoſite, and his honourable friend. As in compliance 
with the wiſhes of the former, he deferred the motion of which he 
had given notice, he meant to have brought it forward to-rgorrow 
(this day) but finding that would be inconvenient to his honourable 
friend, he was again willing to poſtpone it, provided a day could be 
preciſely fixed. He therefore gave notice that he ſhould bring it 
forward on Monday, it an honourable gentleman (Mr. Ellis) would 
deter his motion, which ſtood for the order of that d. W. 

Mr. ELLIS confented, and waved his intended motion reſpee— 
ting the ſlave trade to next Thurſday. 

Mr. FOX finding it would be inconvenicnt, in the preſent 
ſituation of affairs, to bring his promiſed motion forward for a re- 
peal of the two bills paſſed the laſt Seſſion of Parliament for the 
better ſceurity of His Majeſty's perſon and government, diſcharged 
his order for that motion to- -morrow,. to to-morrow fortnight. 

The order of the day for the Houfſz to take into conſideration the 
Report of the Committee of Scereey, appointed to inquire into the 
affairs of the Bank, having becn read, 

Mr. FOX moved. That on account of the convenience of 
— oftener than once, the Reports might be taken into onſi- 
deration in a Committee of the whole Houſe.” 

The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into ſaid Committee, Mr. Syl- 
veſter Douglas in the chair, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT delivered himſelf as follows: I rife in 
conſequence of the notice which I gave on a former day of my in- 
tention to make ſome propoſitions on the preſent ſtate of public af- 
fairs, grounded on the Reports of the Secret Committce appointe 
to inquire into the affairs of the Bank, and the neceſſity of providing 
for the continuance of the operation of the Order in Council of the 
20th of February laſt. "Theſe Reports relate to two diſtinct points 
—the ſtate of the funds of the Bank, and the neceſſity of eontinu- 
ing the reſtriction by which the ĩſſue of ſpecie is at preſent ſuſpended. 
With reſpect to the firſt point, there undoubtedly appeared from 
the beginning of the diſcuſſion an almoſt univerſal perſuaſion of the 
ſolidity of the funds of that Corporation. It was the opinion of 
thoſe who were moſt intereſted in its concerns, and it was readily 
adopted by perſons more immediately converſant in pecuniary tran- 
lations, who evinced the ſincerity of their confidence by the mea- 
ſures which they at firſt adopted, and the line of conduct they have 
fince purſued. The Report of the Select Committee confirmed 
the general impreſſion reſpecting the ſtability of its reſources ; and 
never till this day had he heard them queſtioned. That their 
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aſſets greatly exceed all demands which can be made on them can- 
not be diſputed. The only part of the honourable gentleman's 
(Mr. Sheridan) ſpecch on which I find myſelf called upon to make 
any obſervations, was that in which he denicd that the eleven mil- 
lions due from Government to the Bank formed any part of its 
funds. The fact is, the ſum of eleven millions is the original 
capital of that Corporation. The ſccuritv of every trader is the 
original capital that he has embarked in trade; to deny, therefore, 
that the original capital of the Bank, if it ſtill remains unimpaired 
and fecure, is part of their aſſets, is to deny every mercantile prin- 
ciple upon which ſecurity is conſtructed or trade carried on. When 
we lock at the ultimate ſolidity of the funds of the Bank (and it is 
to their ultimate ſolidity that, at preſent, we ought to look), we muſt 
look at their original capital, at the amount .of their good debt, in 
ſhort, at every ſpecies of property which is available for the liquida- 
tion of their outſtanding demands. The honourable gentleman 
ſeems in his ideas to have confounded the amount of the property of 
the Bank with another queſtion wholly diſtin from this; how far 
the Bank has carried on an advantageous trade * If we were to 
conſider this queſtion, the original capital could not certainly be 
brought into the account of gain. If the capital was diminiſhed, 
then they would have loſt by their trade, and if it was increaſed, 
they would have gaincd, but the capital in its original ſtate could 
not be placed in the account of gain. This is a queſtion, however, 
quite foreign to the preſent ſubject of diſcuſſion. It is not our bu- 
ſineſs to inquire, for we have nothing to do with the internal cco- 
nomy of the Bank. Conſidering it as a Corporation, it is ſufficient 
tor the public to know that it is a rich Corporation, and that, were 
it now to cloſe its accounts, it could divide among the holders of 
ſtock a ſum conſiderably larger than the capital which they origi- 
nally embarked in the firm. The honourable gentleman contends 
that this debt of eleven millions is not demandable from Govern- 
ment by the Bank, and that it ought only to be conſidered as the 
prineipal of a three per cent. annuity. But if Government found 
that the Bank was unfit for buſineſs, would it continue in its hands 
the monopoly of a buſineſs which it cannot manage, and whenever 
this monopoly is taken from them, this ſum of eleven millions muſt 
be repaid? The object of inquiry was to aſcertain the ultimate ſoli- 
dity of the Bank. Its ultimate ſolidity is aſſerted in the Report of 
the Secret Committee upon your table; and ſo far from being liable 
to any of the animadverſions of the honourable gentleman in the in- 
quiry, the Committee would not have done their duty had they not 
included this eleven millions among its aſſcts. This is a part of 
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their debt, which reſis upon the beſt poſſible ſceurity, becauſe it reſts 
upon the aggregate powers of the councry. The Report of the 
Committee then confirms the opinion of the ſtability of the Bank, 
an opinion in which 1 had formerly the ſatisfaction of hearing every 
perſon concur, and which even the konourable gentleman himſelf 
expreſſed moſt decidedly, when the buſineſs was under diſcuſſion on 
a former day. But the inquiry into the ſtate of the funds of the 
Bank is nearly connected with the queſtion of the general policy of 
ſuſpending for a time its payments in ſpecie. A ſuſpenſion of cheſe 
payments is a ſtep which certainly ought not to be taken excepting 
in a caſe of the moſt urgent neceflity. If this ncœeſſity, however, 
at preſent exiſts, and, after the Report of the Sceret Committee it 
cannot admit of doubt, we muſt ſubmit to the adoption of a mea- 
ſure, which certainly it would be deſirable in other circumſtances to 
avoid, not, however, without the important conſolation that, not- 
withſtanding the temporary embarraſſments ariling from a combi- 
nation of cauſes afterwards to be inquired into, there are funds 
amply ſufficient for the ſeeurity of thoſe who cannot have their de- 
mands ſatisfied for a time. When I come to conſider the ſecond 
Report, with all due reſpect for the Committee, I muſt own that 
] lament exceedingly, their having confined themſelves within nar- 
rower limits than what I underſtood to be the province of their in- 
Guiry, We had formerly ſome diſcuſſion upon the difficulty of 
diſcriminating preciſely between the exiſtence of the neceſſity and 
the cauſe by which it has been produced, and perhaps it is impoſſible 
to draw the exact line between them. But without entering at all 
into minute diſtinctions, plain ſenſe teaches us that there is a differ- 
ence between an event and its cauſe. And when a Committee was 
appointed to inquire into the neceſſity of the Bank ſuſpending its 
payment in ſoceie, I did conceive that they would have inquired into 
the neceflity of taking, as well as of continuing the meaſure. They 
have only reported, however, upon the neceſſity of continuing it, 
without, expreſſing any opinion upon the propriety of having adopted 
it. But according to this Report, it now appears to be neceſſary. 
I admit that it may have become neceſſary, merely in conſequence 
of having been adopted ; in reaſoning therefore upon its continuance, 
i ſhall not conſider the Reports as ſanctioning the iſſue of the Order 
in Council. I cannot read the Report, however, without believing 
it to have been the opinion of the Committee, that the continuance 
of its perat ion is neceffary fr a time; for what time is another 
queſtjo1 I certainly feel the neceſſity of it on very different grounds, 
than be:auſe it has once been taken; but all I wiſh now is, that the 
Houſe will prozeed upon t! e recommendation of the Committee. 
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What may he the proper time for continuing it, and how far it may 
be proper to entruſt Government with the power of ſhortening the defi- 
nite time that may be fixed, or how far it may be wife to leave it to 
their diſeretion to prolong the period of its operation, if it ſhould be 
neceſſary beyond that definite time; will be matter for diſcuſſion in 
the progreſs of the bill. I ſha!l now only move, that the Chairman 
be directed to move for leave to bring in a bill, to continue and 
confirm the Order in Council of the 26th of February, for a time 
to be limited. The Houſe will feel that by agreeing to this motion, 
they will ſanQion the prohibition with their legiſlative authority, 
and the conſequent propriety of extending their protection at the 
ſame time that they extend their authority. It will be caſily ſeen 
that I allude to a Bill of Indmnity to thoſe who upon their own re- 
ſponſibility iſſued an Order, which certainly was illegal, and could 
only be juſtified by the urgent neceſſity of the moment. I am aware 
that it does not yet appear, whether Miniſters ought or ought not to 
be indemnified, nor do I think that this is the proper time tor ſuch 
a diſcuſſion, becauſe Parliament cannet form any judgement of a 
meaſure profeſſing to have been taken on neceſſity, till the exiftence 
of that neceſſity is aſcertainzd. The honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Sheridan) has thrown out ſome doubts reſpeQing the neceſſity of 
continuing the meaſure, and theſc doubts are founded upon the ne- 
ceſſity of adopting it. But, I underſtood that it was deeidedly the 
ſenſe of the Houſe, that the neceſſity of adopting as well as of con- 
tinuing the meaſure, was a ſubject proper only for difeuſſion in a 
Secret Committee; for ſurely the necefſity of taking the meaſure 
was a queſtion of as great delicacy, and in the agitation of which as 
much caution ought to be obſerved, as tlie neceſſity of continuing it. 
Since then the ſubject can only come with propriety before a Secret 
Committee, I hope I ſhall be excuſed from debating it on the pre- 
ſent occaſion. But the honourable gentleman brings kis arguments 
near to the preſent ſubject, when he maintains that were Govern- 
ment to diſcharge the debts they owe to the Bank, this would do 
away the neceſſity of adopting, or rather of ſanAioning, the preſent 
meaſure. I am here entitled to aſſume that at leaſt he muſt fee 
things in a different point of view from the Committee, ſince this 
naturally came within the province of their inquiry, and has not been 
ſuggeſted by them as a meaſure adequate to meet the neceſſity of the 
times. But with reſpect to the meaſure itſelf, I ſhall not pretend 
to ſay, how far it may not be applicable in future as a remedy for 
ſome of thoſe evils which may have contributed to produce the pre- 
ſent neceſſity; all I will maintain, and it is enough for my preſent 
purpoſe, is, that it is not a meaſure at all calculated, even ſuppoling 
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that could be inſtantly executed, to operate as a remedy for the diffi- 
culties of the moment. But the honourable gentleman did not re- 
collect that a meafure of the nature that he propoſes requires 
conliderable previous arrangement; that it muſt be ſubject to meet 
diſeuſſion, and that a great deal of time mult neceffarily clapſe be- 
fore it can take effect. The remedy then which he ſuggeſts is a 
proof itielf, that in the interval, the meaſure which has been already 
taken, ought to be continued. He expreſſes a hope, that I will 
not be ſo childiſh as to deny, that were Government to pay the 
debts they owe to the Bank, it would not operate as a relief to that 
Corporation, becauſe it would not be paid off in caſh, Now, Sir, 
it is very caſy to apply this or any other epithet to this or any other 
argument, and it would be very caſy for me to apply the ſame epithet 
to a contrary opinion, and leave the Houſe to judge between us; 
but notwithſtanding the epithet, I will venture to aſſert that though 
Government were to pay all the debt they owe to the bank, it would 
not go to alter the quantity of caſh. And if the object be to re- 
citabliſh a due proportion between the caſh and the notes of the 
Bank, I will put it to any mercantile man in the Houſe whether 
this can be done without increaling this caſh, but merely by taking 
their notes out of circulation. A conſiderable reduction of notes 
may be wiſe, but to pay off all the debt due by Government to the 
Bank 1s neither practicable within a ſhort time, nor even though 
it were practieable, would it have the deſired effect. The firſt 
motion, therefore, which I ſhall propoſe is, that the operation of the 
Order in Council ſhall be continucd under the authority of a Com- 
mittee of the Legiſlature for a time to be limited; and if this mo- 
tion is agreed to, I ſha!l then propoſe that the ſame Committee 
ſhall be revived, in order to inquire into the neceſſity of taking the 
meaſure, and alſo to inveſtigate the cauſes which gave riſe to that 
neeefſity, There is another motion of which I gave notice, and 
which I ſhall certainly take an early opportunity of ſubmitting to the 
Houſe, namelv, that a Select Committee be appointed to inquire 
into the whole ſtate of the finances of the country. Steps cannot 
be taken too ſoon to aſcertain and put upon record every thing that 
relates to the real ſituation and reſources of the country ; and in 
that proſpect I ſhall only ſay that I entertain the moit ſanguine 
hopes that, however ſeverely we may feel the prefſure of preſent 
difficulties, whatever difference of opinion may prevail reſpecting 
the conduct of Government, and however much the nation may 
feel from the variety and weight of its burdens, the wealth of the 
country is great, and that it till poſſeſſes a.vaſt extent of ſolid re- 
ſourees. I wiſh moſt earneſtly that this inquiry may extend as far 
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as conſiſtently with propriety and a due regard to the public ſervice 
it can be carried. It is my deſire that it may embrace the whole 
amount of the burdens incurred fince the commencement of the 
war, and the means provided for defraying them ; the whole amount 
of the burdens that may be neceffary for the preſent year, accom- 
panicd wich the examination of the meaſures which have been 
taken for the reduction of the national debt, together with a ſetu- 
tiny into the public expences, with a view if poſſible to abriche 
them, conſiſtently with the intereſts of the public ſervice. | I wout4 
caution gentlemen, however, againſt raſhly deciding upon the poſli- 
bility of this reduction, before they inquire whether tlie ſervice 
performed can either be diſpenſed wich or purchaſed at a cheaper 
rate. On theſe grounds I ſhall move, That the Chairman be in. 
ſtructed to move for leave to bring in a bill to confirm and continue 
the Order in Council of the 26th of February, for a time to be 
limited. : 

Mr. FOX ſpoke to the following effect: — Before I proceed to 
conſider the different points which the right honourable gentleman 
propoſes to ſubmit to the Houſe, I mult beg leave to ſay a few words 
with regard to the firſt Report of the Secret Committee, and their 
ſtatement of the aſſets of which the Bank is poſſeſſcd. I think 
that the Committee did what was fair in ating to the Houſe the 
ſum of eleven millions of permanent debt due by Government, be— 
cauſe in the manner in which it was ſtated there could be no inten- 
tion to deceive, as the Committee could not but be ſenſible that the 
Houſe would underſtand the true nature of this debt, and the pro- 
per light in which it was to be viewed. I nevertheleſs think that 
my honourable friend (Mr. Sheridan) was perfectly correct in the 
obſervations he made upon this ſubject. Is there any man fo igno- 
rant - can there be any Member of the Houſe ſo ill informed, as to 
conſider that ſum as available to its utmoit extent, or aſſets which 
in caſe of ncceſlity the Bank could employ? It is in fact an annuity 
of 330, oool. which Government may or may not, as it thinks 
proper, redeem. But, ſays the right honourable gentleman, if the 
Bank ſhould ceaſe to anſwer the purpoſes for which it was intended, 
and terminate its operations, you can withdraw the monopoly which 
vou have allowed it. But without ſuppoſing a caſe of abſolute 
ruin and total annihilation, may not the Bank be placed in a ſitua- 
tion in which it is deſirous to redeem its debts, and to avail itſclf of 
all its means? In this caſe you muſt conſider to what extent this 
ſum could be reckoned upon, and how far it would be available. In 
this view then, it muſt be evident to every one, that this ſum ct 
eleven millions cannot be taken as an effectual debt to that amou® 


0 
nan 
rds 
Heir 
unk 
the 
be- 
ten- 
t the 
pro- 
that 
the 
gno- 
as to 
c hich 
nuity 
inks 
f the 
aded, 
hich 
ſolute 
fitua- 
elf of 
it this 


Manch 9.] DEBATES. 799 


equal to ſuch a demand, but only as a redecmable annuity of 
330,000l, The right honourable gentleman ſays, that the firſt 
Report of the Committee has had the effect to confirm the opinion 
which previouſly obtained of the Bank of the complete ſolvency. 
Upon this point, I confeſs, that my ſentiments are prceiſely the 
ſame they were before. Yet, I muſt conſider the Report as produe- 
tive of, at leaſt, one very uſeful and important conſequence, if it 
has induced the right honourable gentleman to abandon the inten- 
tion which he announced of guaranteeing the notes of the Bank 
with the ſanction of Government; from the fullcſt reflection I 
am convinced that the more vou identify the Bank with the Govern- 
ment, the more you make it dependant upon the meaſures of Ad- 
miniſtration ; the more you cement an union, calculated not for per- 
manent good, but for temporary expediency, you increaſe the ſource 
from which our misfortunes have ſprung, and cauſe a great addi- 
tional calamity to thoſe with which the country is already oppreſſed. 
Wich regard to the ſecond Report ct the Committee, the right ho- 
nourable gentleman laments that the Report is fo limited; the right 
lonourable gentleman and the Houſe will do me the juſtice to ac- 
knowledge, that upon a former diſcuſſion, I ſtated that the words of 
ac reference to the Committee did limit their inquirics, an opinion 
which the Committee, by their Report, have proved to have been 
well founded. The right honourable gentleman ſays, that the 
ought to have gone into the neecility which produced the Order of 
Council; to an inveitigation of this kind, it was cflential that an 
inquiry into the cauſes ſhould take place; what were to be conſi- 
dered as proximate and what remote cauſes, or into what extent the 
inquiry ſhould branch, were ſubjeQs for the diſcretion of the Com- 
mittec, as the right honourable gentleman himfclf had admitted ; 
but to have enabled the Committee to enter upon the inquiry to any 
good, and to have put it in their power to exerciſe that diſcretion, 
the Order under which they were to act ſhould have been large and 
comprehenſive, affording a latitude which diſcretion ſhould modify; 
but with regard to what the Committee aQually have reported, 1 
muſt confeſs that it appears to ine, that they have reported nothing 
that is not ſelf evident. There is no ſubtle, no metaphy ſical diſ- 
tinction neceſſary to demonſtrate that there exiſts a very great dif- 
ference between the neceſſity of at firſt reſorting to the meaſure and 
the neceſſity of continuing it. I have no helitation to ſay, that the 
very iſſuing and acting upon ſuch a meaſure creates the neceſſity of 
its continuance. Whatever may be thought of the embarraſſments 
which previouſly exiſted, and the demand on which- it was imme- 
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which would enſue, and the drain which would be experienced, on 
the order being abruptly taken off. Although I thus recognize 
the neceſſity of continuing the Order for ſome time, it does not fol. 
low that we ſhould be inſenſible of the importance of my honourable 
friend's obſervations. I confeſs I am not fo ſanguine of the efſe<s 
of the meaſure hc propoſes, as to imagine that it will ſuperſede th: 
neceility of continuing the Order of Council, but I am convinced it 
will tend to limit its duration. The right honourable gentleman 
fays, that my honourable friend's propoſal requires time in order 
to produce any good effect. Admitted ; and this is the very rea- 
ſon why it ought to be adopted; but there is another reaſon why! 
we ought to embrace it, which, in 2 moment fo critical as the pre. 


ſent, ought to be felt with the deepeſt intereſt, and to operate with 


the greateſt energy. It is the performance of the moſt ſacred duty 
to the Houſe and to the country. It involves the character of the 
public repreſentatives, and the honour of the nation. If the Order 
of Council be not mercly a notification that the Bank is not to 
make payments in caſh, if it is not merely accident which turns 
the finances from thcir uſual channel, but a blow to public credit, 
and a wound to the public proſperity ; if we are compelled by due 
neceſſity to continue ſo fatal, ſo eventful a meaſure, we ought at 
leaſt to accompany it with the ſubſtantial and conſolatary conviction, 
that we are taking meaſures to remove its neceſſity, and to limit 
its duration. At preſent J beg the queſtion, that the payment tv 
the Bank which my honourable friend propoſes would produce the 
defired effect; at leaſt it would be important to ſhow to the world 
that we- are cager to apply a remedy to the diſtreſſes under which 
we labour. In the lawful cireumſtances of being compelled to 
avow, and to ſanction by legiſlative authority an act of bankruptcy, 
it is ſome conſolation to think that we accompany it with a meaſure 
that tends to prevent its fatal conſcquences. . It is weighty and 
important for the public to ſec that their repreſentatives are alive to 
the ſeriouſneſs of their ſituation, and active to repair the calamitics 
to which the country is reduced ; but the right honourable gentle- 
man ſays, that as the payment which Government could make to 
the Bank muſt be in paper, it could not have the effect of enabling 
the Pank to make their payments in caſh, Here I beg leave to 
refer to what the right honourable gentleman ſaid on a former 0c- 
caſion, that the advances by the Bank to Government were in pa- 
per. Without determining whether the epithet of childiſh is juſtly 
applied to the right honourable gentleman's argument, or what other 
epithet belongs to it, I muſt ſay, however, that his diſtinction is not 
a little extraordinary. Docs it not occur to every gentleman in 
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the Houſe, however, that there is a very great difference between 
paper equivalent to caſh, and paper for which caſh cannot be ob- 
tained? When the Bank advanced five millions, for inſtance, of 
paper convertible into caſh, that paper iſſued by Government for 
various ſervices became ſo much additional paper, for which the 
Bank was liable to be called upon for caſh. The caſe now, indeed, 
is far different, It certainly is leſs relief go the Bank to pay in 
paper than pay in fpecie: you do not in the one caſe poſitively add 
to the any of ſpecie which tte Bank poſſeſſes, but you may di- 
miniſh the amount of the paper for which they are liable, and fo in- 
crezſe their ability to meet what remains. Upon this important 
point I cannot agree with the right honourable gentleman. If you 
do pay in paper, you at leaſt dimiſh the diſproportion between caſh 
and paper, which certainly adds greatly to the preſent embarraſſ- 
ments. In the view of the cafe which the right honourable gen- 
tleman holds out, the difficulties which the country experiences are 
wing to the want of a circulating medium, Government prevent- 
ing the Bank from increaſing the circulating medium, is in their 
own view of the ſubjeQ an evil to be removed. I have no hefita- 
tn in ſaying, however, that the moſt deſirable mode of remedying 
the embarraſſment which the Bank experiences, would be by an 
increaſe of caſh ; but if the diſproportion between ſpecie and paper 
pro-luced that ſtate of things which terminated in a public act of 
vankruptey, and a notorious breach of faith, I confider a diminution 
of the quantity by a payment in paper would contribute to leſſen the 
evil under which we now labour. With regard to the functions of 
tie Bank, I difagree entirely from the right honourable gentleman. 
The Bank ſhould do nothing inconſiſtent with the intereſt of the 
proprictors for whom they act. When the Directors of the Bank 
conlider the public intereſt, inſtead of that of the Proprietors, they 
depart from their proper ſphere, and the effect of their conduct is 
to ſacrifice their private intereſt and the public good. Let the func- 
tons of the Bank and of Parliament be kept diſtinct, and they are 
both exereiſed to the publie advantage. Let the Directors of the 
B ink purſue their private intereſts, and attend their own ooncerns; 
let Parliament and Miniſters devote their attention to public mea- 
ſures: this is an arrangement which ſuits berter with their reſpec- 
tive objects, and conduces beſt to their proper ends, inſtead of that 
uon of duties in which every thing is confounded, and that diſ- 
traction of purſuits in which every thing is deſtroyed. That a di- 
minution of diſcount and of the iſſue of paper ought to take place, 
| have no difficulty in ſaying. That this would be attended with 


re cannot be doubted. But, on the other hand, this 
"bags | Bs * 
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inconvenience 0ught to be compared with thoſe no leſs real evils 
which it would tend to remove. The advantages and diſadvan- 
tages ought to be balanced; the Houſe ſhould determine whether 
any of the conſeguences which it would involve, are equal to the 
miſchiefs which our prefent ſtate prefents. In reality the Bank 
ought to be viewed as unconnected with Goverument. That they 
ought to regard the public intereſt is certainly true, but this object 
they are molt likely to attain' by a wiſe proſecution of their own. 
I know nothing in the Charter of the Bank that binds them to diſ- 
count to any particular extent, or to diſcount at all. I find, how- 
ever, from the experience of one hundred happy years, that they 
have gone on in ſupplying this accommodation with advantage to 
themſelves and to the public. The Bank, however, muſt have 
been aware of the ſituation in which they were placed; they muſt 
have been ſenſible that the drain of caſh they experienced would re- 
duce them to a ſtate when they could no longer pay in ſpecie. "They 
do not ſeem upon this proſpect to have acted with that prudence 
and difcretion which they ought to have exerted. "They ought to 
have adopted meaſures to increaſe their caſh, and to diminiſh the 
paper which cauſed the demand. They ought to have done what, 
in ſimilar circumſtances, a prudent individual would have done. 
They ought to have narrowed their concerns for a time, to gain 
that credit which would afterwards have enabled them to have pur- 
ſued their operations with increaſed proſperity and ſucceſs. Ihe 
conduct which the Miniſter thought proper to preſcribe, however, 
was directly the reverſe. He boldly reſolved to defraud the pub- 
lic creditor, to violate the faith of all engagements, rather than that 
the Bank ſhould narrow their diſcounts, or diſcontinue their ad- 
vances to Government. T ſhall aſk, how are you to inereaſe the 
quantity of caſh in proportion to the increaſed circulation of paper? 
To inereaſe its quantity is not in your pawer but do at leaſt what 
you can —avail yourſelves of the remedy you poſſeſs ; diminiſh the 
quantity of paper, and reduce that diſproportion which exiſts between 
paper and ſpecic. This, at leaſt, is in your power, and to a certain 
extent its good effects will be felt. Does the right honourable gen- 
tleman think that by giving a forced circulation to paper, he will 
be able to draw caſh from the lurking places to which it may have 
retired, or turn the courſe of foreign exchange ſo much in our fa- 
vour as to remove the difficulties under which we labour? It may 
be ſaid that in this manner you ſtrike at commerce, you ſuſpend in- 
duſtry, and ſtrike at the ſources of revenue. There are certainly 
many nice conſiderations upon the ſubject which are not to be 
lightly treated. It is one of the accumulated evils of our ſituation, 
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that it is impoſſible to cmbrace any remedy which applics to the evil 
which affect the country upon the one hand, without committing 


ſome injury to it upon the other. He who talks of plans, of poſi- 


tive plans to go at once to the diſeaſe, who hopes to produce great 
good without hazarding a mixture of evil, is not the perſon from 
whom, in a ſituation like the preſent, much advantage is to be 
expected. Such plans are thoſe of the vilionary projector, who ar- 
ranges his plan without conſdering the circumſtances in which it 
is to operate. All that is left is a choice of evils. He that talks 
rationally will rejoice if he can diſcover a remedy that with ſome 
evil will be able to overcome the mortality of the diſeaſe. Here, 
as in every other inſtance, the dictates cf wiſdom do not claſh with 
the precepts of morality. No one concealment ſhould be attempted 
in the affairs of the Bank. The Bank ſhould have but one object, 
that of performing their engagements and diſcharging their debts. 
We have heard of the phraſe . Periſh Commerce, let the Conſtitu- 
tion live.” The exclamation of the Bank ſhould be © Periſh Com- 
merce, provided we pay our debts,” and if any temporary incon- 
venience ſhould be felt, their unſullied integrity and unimpeached 
credit would be the pledge of their ample reſtoration and inereaſed 
proſperity. If, by the narrowing of diſcounts, commerce ſhould 
ſink under temporary difficulties, it would revive vigorous and 
powerful from that credit which had fallen to ſupport it. Such a 
deciſive meaſure would, in every view of policy, be more favourable 
to commerce and to profperity, than a fickly exiſtence and lingering 
expedicnts. By acting upon theſe plain and natural principles, 
ſome good may be obtained, Any thing elſe will prove falſe and 
deluſory. The Bank ought to act for the advantage of their con- 
ſtituents, and in doing ſo they will beſt promote the benefit of the 
public. Any other miſerable expedients will only increaſe the evil 
which they are intended to remove. Suppoſe, for inſtance, that 
Government were to pay five or ſix millions to the Bank in paper, 
which the Bank was to deſtroy, and that, though it produced a tem- 


| porary ſtagnation, it reſtored the ſolvency of the Bank, and enabled 


them to make their payments in caſh. By this means credit (if 
credit can at all be revived after it has received fo fatal a ſhock), 
being revived and confidence reſtored, I would aſk, if the revival of 
commerce would not immediately follow ? I would aſk, too, if 
credit is deſtroyed, is its return equally certain ; would its revival 
be equally ſoon ? This is the meaſure of prudence, and, in the 
view of policy, that which it would be wiſe to adopt. But when 
you conſider, that along with this you fulfil your engagements to 
the public creditor, that the Bank is put in a ſituation to diſcharge 
. * 48 
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its notes in caſh, can you heſitate to embrace an alternative by which 
you can preſerve your honour, and purſue your intereſt? Expe— 
dients will turn out as expedients uſually do. A projector is never 
tired by diſappointment. If the right honourable gentleman, 
however, recollects the many expedients which he has already em- 
ployed, ſome of them plauſible, ſome of them calculated perhaps to 
produce a little good, if he reflects in the laſt fourteen months, he 
will be convinced how unavailing are projects oppoſed to the natu- 
ral ftream of things, how futile it is, by ſuch refources, to ſupply 
an expenditure, monſtrous and extravagant, he will be tired of the 
repetition of ſuch deluſions, and diſguſted with the profpe& of 
freſh diſappointments. But the right honourable gentleman, I am 
afraid, is not to be deterred by experience. Two months hence 
we ſhall be diſcuſſing ſome new expedient of the Tight honourable 
gentleman, till at length the beginning of bankruptcy, which we 
have already witneſſed, proceeding from one progreſs to another, 
terminates in complete infolvency. I do not fay that the right 
honourable gentleman's expedients were all bad, but they were not 
ſufficient to remedy the evil. 

Truſting to inefficient expedients, we at length find ourſelves in 
the gulph in which we are now plunged. It is now time to recur 
to fundamental principles, and to act upon them ſtrictly. Without 
this there is no hopes of redeeming the country, no chance of 
eſcaping the ruin by which we are threatened. With regard to the 
ideas which the right honourable gentleman threw out, ſo far as they 


go, they have my approbation. The firſt of the propoſals he makes 


is, to take a complete view of our financial ſituation. There was 
a time when a motion for an inquiry of this nature was made two 
years ago, and when the country might have been ſaved, when the 
embarraſſments that have been experienced might nave been pre- 
vented, and the neceſſity of the Order of Council avoided. _ 
year too, had the motion of my honourable friend (Mr. Grey), t 

that effect, been liſtened to, we ſhould not now have been diſcuſſing 
_ how the public credityr was to be paid. But the Houſe goes on 


confiding till an act of bankruptcy is paſſed, and then they think of 


inquiring. It is the fate of all the right honourable gentleman's 
projects to come too late. The propoſals of peace which he made 
in December laſt, would have been, accepted in 1794, or in the 
beginning of 1796 : but when they were out of date, when the 
moment at which they would have been received has paſſed away, 


he makes propoſals, which, in proper time, would have ſaved the 


country. How long is this ſyſtem to be allowed to go on? How 
long are we to be doomed to go on? How long are we to be 
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doomed to ſuſtain this ruinous, this deſtructive war, which all 
thinking men now join to execrate, becauſe the right honourable 
gentleman is wiſe too late, and diſcovers that line of conduct, 
which it is too late to purſue with ſucceſs ? Let the tight honourable 
gentleman look back, and he will ice many inſtances in which the 
intereſts of the couniry have been ſacrificed by his tardy wiſdom. 
Perhaps now he may be prepared to offer terms of peace, which a 
few months ago would have been accepted with «eagerneſs. At 
length, after having fo obſtinately reliſted it, he comes forward and 
tells us, that it is proper to inquire. Late, however, as this inquiry 
is to be granted, it will be attended with one good effect. It will, 
J hope, lead to a declaration, that the calamities in which we are 
involved have been brought upon us, to ſay no more, by the errors 
of Miniſters, and by the confidence of the laſt Parliament. It will 
demonſtrate, that the country has been led to the brink of deſtrue- 
tion by Parliament relinquiſhing the principle of the Conſtitution, 
and the cuſtoms of our anceſtors. The Houſe truſted when it ovght 
to have inquired ; and we are now told that we are to enquire, 
when it is doubtful whether inquiry can fave, and when the puniſh- 
ment of the delinquent is the only conſolation that remains for cala- 
mities which cannot be remedied, and errors that cannot be retrieved. 
Of late it has been too much the practice to give up the privileges 
which the Conſtitution ſecures ; it has been the faſhion to wiſh to 
change a free Government into an abfolute Monarchy. For my 
own part, I declare that no exigency ſhall prevail upon me to con- 
ſent to increaſe the power of the Crown. It is ſtill my opinion, 
tat the meaſure which the Council adopted, if neceſſary, ſhould 
have originated in this Houſe. The real cauſe of all our ealamities 
has been, that, whether by its own power, or the connivance of Par- 
lament, the Crown has ſwallowed up the whole Government. 1 
know, that if this inquiry had been ſooner undertaken, there was a 
chance for ſalvation. Is there a man who thinks, that after this 
Houſe felt and acknowledged that peace with France had become 
practicable, that if men had fairly told what they thought, and aCted 
from their conviction, peace might not have been obtained ? But 
ſervility, baſe ſervility, has been the ruin of this country. There 
muſt now be a total change of meaſures, a radical change of ſyſtem. 
We muſt ſee a ſyſtem of things reſtored under which men will 
ſpeak their minds without a mean conſideration of intereſt, and a 
baſe dependance upon Miniſters. The great object which we ought 
to purſue upon the preſent occaſion, is to abridge as much as poſſible 
the duration of the mcaſure which has become neceſſary. I hope 
it will be ſhort, but I hope too, that no power will be given to the 
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Crown to ſuſpend its force. Parliament ought to fit exprefsly fur 
this bill; and though it were to fit five years together, the Nj. 
niſter, who ſhould adviſe His Majeſty to prorogue it till this mos. 
ſure is diſpoſed of, would commit an act for which he would de. 
ſerve to be impeached. The calamitics of this country come fo thick, 
that ſtill ſome new one preſſes on; for all the conſequences of mi- 
fortune cannot be calculated. The meature which it has now be 
come neceſſary to ſanction is attended with many aggravating cir- 
cumſtances. Among the dividends already due, there are man; 
which have not actually been received. Suppoſe that a dividend 
had become due on the 5th of January, and that the perſon having 
no immediate uſe for the money, allows it to remain in the Bank, 
relying on the faith of Government that it is aQually paid. Go- 
vernment, however, like Lady Towaley in the play, crics, “ Stop, 
don't pay that money, I have other purpoſes to ſerve with it;“ and 
becauſe it has the key of the cheit where it is depoſited, in violation 
of all faith and honour, ſcizes on the caſh which had in reality becn 
paid, and gives ſomething elſe for which ſpecie cannot be obtained. 
If ſuch be the neceſſity, ſurely any ſituation is preferable to this. 
Whatever may be the temporary conſequences to individual traders, 
or to general commerce, can they be put in balance with avowd 
bankruptcy, with flagrant breach of faith and unciſguiſed rubbery ? 
As a confirmation of the Order of Council has become neceſſary, I 
ſhall not negative the meaſure propoſed by the right honourable 
gentleman. Wich reſpect to the inquiry, I think that the mode by 
Secret Committee ought not to be adopted. The right honourable 
gentleman fays, that I had no objection to a Secret Committee; as 
to the inquiry into the quantity of caſh the Bank had, I had no ob- 
jection that the inquiry ſhould be conducted by a Secret Committee; 
but for inquiry into the cauſes of the neceſſity, I was againſt that 
kind of Committee. I likewiſe thought a Scerct Committee better 
than none; a Secret Committee J conceive to be, a ſpecies ot 
Committee where none but thoſe who compoſe it are admitted, 
and that it contains a warning, that certain things may come before 
it not fit to be divulged. But I ſhall take the ſenſe of the Houſe 
upon the point, whether the former Committee ſhall be received. 
I ſhall not repeat the argument uſed formerly againſt a Committee 
by ballot, they apply in all their force to the preſent. After all that 
has been ſaid of the dignity of the Houſe, and the cant of minort- 
ties, I am warranted by hiſtory and experience in ſaying, that 4 
Committee by ballot is always nominated by the Miniſter ; and, | 
think, the Houſe ought to perceive that this is not a .moment for 
ſuch practices. It is to the negligence of Parliament about its beſt 
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privileges, it is to that confidence which it has fo fatally beſtowed, 
that after being driven to the neceſſity of ſaQtioning an act of 
bankruptcy, we are for the firſt time to inquire into the ſtate of 
our affairs. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that he wiſhed to revive the former 
Committee, and to have another Committee appointed, to inquire 
into the whole {tate of the finance. The mode he ſhould propoſe, 
would be to elect it by ballot. 

Colonel PORT ER made ſome remarks on the manner in which 
the laſt Committee had been choſen, and diſapproved of the circu- 
lating of liſts, with a view to influence the choice of the Members 
who were to compoſe it. One lift was called “ the Houſe Liſt ;” 
to others, other appellations were given. Surely this was not the 
beſt mode for impartially collecting the real ſentiments of the 
Houſe. ? 

Lord HAWKESBURY was ſenſible that the ſubject now under 
the diſeuſſion of the Houſe, was of a nature the moſt delicate and 
important that could poſſibly be agitated ; and the greater was its 
delicacy and Importance, the greater, in his opinion, ought to be the 
attention beſtowed on it, and the calmer the inveſtigation it ought to 
undergo. Ile could not, therefore, forbear expreſſing his ſurprize 
at the warm language that fell from the right honourable gantleman 
oppoſite him (Mr Fox), It was afferted this night, and on former 
vevalions, by that right honourable gentleman, that the country, 
from the nature of its prefent circumſtances, was in a ſtate” of 
bankruptcy ; but in no point of view was the term bankruptcy 
applicable to the preſent condition of the country. The term was 
not applicable to it, either in point of law, or of common reaſon. 
A mere ſtoppage of payment could not ſurely be confidered with 
Juſtice as an act of bankruptcy, when it is proved, beyond a doubt, 
that there are ſubſtantial funds and real reſources far exceeding 
what was neceſſary to anſwer every juſt demand of creditors. Such, 
he was happy to find, was the preſent ſituation of the Bank, from 
whatever cauſes its temporary embarraſſments might be ſuppoſed to 
ariſe, Theſe embarraſſments were principally imputed to the ſear- 
city or want of ſpecie. But were this the truth, did it therefore 
follow that the Bank was poor? Undoubtedly not. Money, it is 
well known, cannot juſtly be regarded as wealth; it is only the re- 
preſentative of wealth ; it even not unfrequently happens, that this 
ſeareity of ſpecie may be moſt experienced, hen ſolid wealth is 
moſt conſiderably increaſed. And, indeed, if we but duly attend to 
what conſtitutes real wealth, and eſtimate it on any one criterion, it 

vill be found that our preſent circumſtances, inſtead of depreſſing 
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us with deſpondency, ſhould invigorate our hopes, and that we have 
no reaſon to deſpair, but, on the contrary, every reaſon to be fatis- 
tied: for if we examine into the uſual cauſes that may be ſuppoſed 
to produce temporary difficulties, fimilar to thoſe in which we now 
ſeem to be involved, it will be difficult to trace out the embarraſſ- 
ments to any of them; if we look to our internal, or our foreign 
trade, it will ſcarce be found to have ever been more flouriſhing ; 
nor does this aſſertion now call for any proof: it las already been 
demonſtrated by ſuch a variety of evidence, that it would now be ſu- 
perfluous to adduce any. Indeed there is no one criterion to which 
we can reſort, but what abundantly proves the ſuthciency of our 
funds, and the folidity of our reſources. However our credit may 
naw ſeem to be tranſiently affected by a ſcarcity of guineas, if we 
look to the price of land, we find it higher than at any period of 
any former war. What, therefore, may have occaſioned the preſent 
want of ſpecie, it was not his intention elaborately to inquire. In 
the firſt place, it might be attributed to the extent of our paper cur- 
reney, and to the enormous quantity of imaginary capital now float- 
ing in the country. But did this rationally account for it? Surely 
not; for the induſtry of the country was not ſet at work by ſpecie, 
but by the credit of the individual, whether banker or manufac- 
turer, who held out employment and encouragement to induſtrious 
hands. It might with more reaſon be aſcribed to the enormous 
increaſe of our trade and commerce ; the ſudden diſappearance of 
ſpecie might alſo be imputed to the dread of invaſion, or to any other 
panic that may have cauſcleſsly ſeized on the public mind ; but 
theſe were ſurmizes, on which it was not his intention any longer 
to dwell. 

It was his Lordſhip's wiſh rather to mect the argument princi- 
pally inſiſted on by the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Fox). 
That right honourable gentleman ſeemed very deliberately to aſſert, 
that it was the intereſt of the Public that our paper currency ſhould 
be diminiſhed. To corruborate this aſſertion, he infinuated a 
compariſon between a private trader and the Bank of England; but 
molt aſſuredly in no one point of view can they be fairly and juſtly 
compared. The Bank of England ſhould be regarded as the centre 
of all our commerce, and ſhould any diminution or detriment affect 
this ſpring and finew of our commercial energies, our commercial 
wealth muſt be proportionally impaired. Nay, the arguments of 
the right honourable gentleman go directly to demoliſh what he 
ſeems fo anxious to preſerve : for by diminiſhing the revenue, you 
furely cannot increaſe public credit; and by cramping the circula- 
tion of paper currency, you contra the ſphere of our commercial 


Manch 9.] DEBATES. 809 


purſuits ; and by this effect the public at large, and the public ere- 
ditors, will be more materially injured, than in all the other oppo- 
ſitions that have been ſtated. It might be prudent and wiſe, he 
confeſſed, to extend the operation of Sir George Saville's laws, 
and thus ſecure a larger quantity of ſpecie in the country. But 
though this were effected, it would not follow that our paper circu- 
lation ſhould be diminiſhed ; ſuch a diminution would be attended 
with the moſt pernicious conſequences, and prove far more preju- 
dicial to the public creditor, and to public credit, than any of the 
cares ſo ſtrongly urged by the right honourable gentleman (Mr. 
_ 

His Lordſhip concluded by recommending the conſideration of 
our preſent difficulties to the attention of the Houſe, as a matter of 
the greateſt delicacy and importance; and he contended, that 
thoſe very difficulties aroſe from no other cauſes, but ſuch as were 


intimately connected with the real wealth and proſperity of the 


country. 

The SOLICITOR GENERAL ſaid, he agreed with the 
noble Lord who ſpoke laſt, that ſpecie was not the only indication 
of the wealth of a ſtate, or of an individual ; there might be many 
caſes in which it would be manifeſt, on the examination of his 
affairs, that an individual was extremely rich, although at the time 
of that examination that individual was not in the actual poſſeſſion 
of a ſingle ſhilling. From the manner in which commerce was 
now carried on, it was impoſſible that ſpecie ſhould be the only re- 
preſentative of wealth or property. If every man was to make & 
demand upon his debtor of payment in ſpecie, of what was due to 
him, there would be found but few individuals in this commercial 
country who would be able to diſcharge their debts ; very few, in- 
deed, who had any extenſive dealings in trade. That was the caſe 
with the Bank at the preſent moment ; but it was unfair to call the 
ſtoppage of payment in ſpecic a bankruptcy ; the Bank might be, 
and was, ſolvent, and even very rich, although they were at this 
moment unable to pay all demands upon them in caſh, He appre- 
hended alſo, that this non-payment of Bank notes with caſh eould 
not be called a fraud, becauſe the public knew perfectly well that 
from circumſtances, that this was an event which might happen. 
He apprehended, that the meaſure which had been adopted by Go- 
vernment, and purſued by the Bank, was a meaſure of wiſe and ſalu- 


tary precaution, well calculated to prevent a great evil. If a great 


number of people were in great theatre, and there was a falſe 
alarm of fire given, he apprehended that the door-Keepers eould not 
— Eee going out * parties in 
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great hurry, but ſhould endeavour to let them go out only by de- 
grees ; or were they even to ſhut them in for a time, he apprehended 
that would be the means of preventing a much greater evil. Such 
he conſidered to be the tendency of the preſent ſtoppage of payment 
at the Bank at this moment, A very large demand was made at 
almoſt every banking-houſe in the kingdom, and particularly at the 
Bank, for payment in caſh ; and this ſudden demand it was which 
created this temporary difficulty and embarraſſment. It was well 
known, that if at any time the whole of the creditors of the Bank 
ſhould demand payment in caſh, of all that was due to them, it 
would be impoſſible for the Bank to comply with ſuch demands. 
So it was with every conſiderable banker, merchant, or trader, in 
the Kingdom ; but inability thus to pay caſh did not by any means 
prove inſolvency. If the run which lately took place upon the 
Bank for payment in caſh had been permitted to continue, the ruin 
of the Bank muſt have followed very ſoon. If the creditor was to 
infiſt upon having caſh in that manner, the conſequence mult very 
ſpeedily have been, that no caſh would have been left at the Bank; 
and therefore the ſtep which Government took upon this occaſion, 
was a ſtep to prevent the total ruin of the Bank, and with it the 
ruin of public credit ; for the ruin of public credit muſt have been 
the conſcquence of leaving the Bank without any money at all ; but 
that evil had been averted by the meaſure which had been adopted. 
But gentlemen had ſaid much of the public creditor ; were they 
not aware that the holder of a Bank note, or a perſon who had de- 
mands upon the Bank, was not the only public creditor of ti1s 
country? There were other public creditors, to whoſe convent- 
ence it become us to be attentive—he meant the army and navy ; 
he apprehended them to be as muclr public creditors, as the holders 
of Bank notes could be, and their fituation was ſuch as particularly 
to require payment ot what was due to them in caſh, more fo than 
any other deſcription of men in this country. If, therefore, what 
was lately going on at the Bank, was ſuch as would very ſoon have 
left them. without any ſpecie, and that therefore they would have 
been diſabled altogether from paying any more in that manner, 
Government were called upon to take the meaſure they had taken; 
it was a meaſure which was ſo far from being inconſiſtent with 
public faith, that it had for its object the preſervation and mainte- 
nance of public faith. Much had been ſaid on the conſtitution of 
the Bank of England: it was for the holder of Bank ſtock only 
that ſuch conſtitution was formed, and this was declared in the 
charter of the Bank. It was inſtituted, as every other corporation 
was, for public purpoſes and benefits. The benefit of the holder 
| I | 
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of ſtock was an inferior object. The Bank, from the very nature 
of its charter, was bound to accommodate the nation; and, there- 
fore, when it was ſaid that the Bank had a duty to the holder of 


ſtock, it ſhould be remembered they had a duty alſo to the public, 


which, on occaſion of public emergency, it was eſſential they ſhould 
perform, for that was the great object of their inſtitution ; and if 
they did not perform the public purpoſes for which they' were inſti- 
tuted, the power which created might alſo deſtroy them. All their 
original power was granted to them for public purpoſes ; and, upon 


every principle on which they were created, they might alſo be de- 


ſtroyed, if they were guilty of any thing that amounted to a breach 
of that public duty. The Bank, therefore, muſt aſſiſt the Govern- 
ment of the country: he apprehended it to be their duty ſo to do 
when any oecaſion required it, and he apprehended it to be particu- 
larly their duty in the preſent inſtance. From theſe obſervations 
he was led to ſay, that all the illuſtrations which had been made by 


comparing the condition of the Bank to that of a private banker, 


were without foundation. 

As to the ſubject of the eleven millions now due from Govern- 
ment to the Bank, the Committee would recollect how that origi- 
nated. It originated in a ſubſcription of certain individuals, for 
which there was to be an intereſt at the rate of three per cent. ; and 
that depoſit was held afterwards by Government as a pledge for the 
payment of Bank notes, and was a ſecurity for the payment of de- 
mands that might be made upon the Bank, that ſum was from time 
to time increaſed, until it amounted to eleven millions and upwards, 
upon which an annuity of three per cent. w2s paid to the holder of 
Bank ſtock, to which a dividend of three per cent. more had been 
added. But the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Fox) was wrong 
in his calculation upon that ſubject. It was difficult to eftimate the 
preciſe value of the ſtock, but according to the price which it now 
bore, he apprehended it would produce, it ſold, between fifteen and 
fixteen millions; for this was not to be conſidered only as a capital, 


but, if ſold, there would go with it the good-will of the trade; and 
therefore it was worth very conliderable more than the eleven mil- 


lions capital ftock. If put up to ſale, he believed the ſum which it 
would bring, as he had ſaid already, would be between fifteen and 
ſixteen millions. This proved not only the ſolvency, but the very 
conſiderable ſurplus which, the Bank had, over and above even what 
the Committee had ſtated them to poſſeſs. He muſt now recur to 
the neceſſity of iſſuing the Order in Council. It was clear that, 


however affluent the Bank actually were, they could not pay all de- | 
mands upon them in ſpecie, becauſe they could not convert their 
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property into ſpecie, and it would be impoſſible for commerce to 
go on if the Bank was drained of all its ſpecie ; this ſpecie could 
not return until the courſe of commerce ſhould bring it back again 
to the Bank. Whether the meaſure which was adopted by Go- 
vernment was a wiſe meaſure or not, was foreign to this part of the 
argument ; but he maintained that it was fo far from being a breach 
of faith, that it enabled the Bank to keep their faith with the public, 
The con{deration now before the Committee was, whether the 
meaſure ſhould or ſhould not be continued ? And it did not appear 
to him that there was any difference of opinion upon the point, 
Some other meaſures might be ſuggeſted as a remedy in the preſent 
eaſe ; but the only one he had heard mentioned was, that of pay- 
ment of the debt due from the Public to the Bank. A conſiderable 
part of that was a floating debt of advance upon the produce of 
taxes, which was continually coming, and which debt was there- 
fore in the courſe of reducing it. He apprehended that we ſhould 
not diminiſh the number of bank notes, for we wanted them as a 
circulating medium; and if an attempt was made to bring them 
nearly upon a level with the quantity, not of the property, but the 
caſh of the Bank, we might expect to fee the Bank ſoon without 
Bank notes, or without caſh ſufficient to carry on the purpoſes of 
commerce. He apprehended, if this neceſſary reſtriction was con- 
tinued for a reaſonable time, the courſe of trade would bring ſpecie 
back again, and then the embarraſſment would be over. 

Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, that if he had not known the Miniſter 
pretty well, and that he knew that many of his adherents carried 
their ſyſtem much farther than their leader, he ſhould have been 
more aſtoniſhed at the preſent plan than he was, even e as 
that plan was; for if the ſpeeches of the noble Lord, and the learned 
gentleman who had juſt ſpoken, had conveyed the ſentiments of the 
Miniſter, and if we were to follow them, then, indeed, there could 
be nothing ſo deſperate as the fituation to which we are reduced, in 
reaſoning as well as in finance. According to one of theſe orators, 
a forced paper currency was better than ſpecie, and our commerce 
will increaſe greatly in proportion as we violate the principles of 
honeſty in paying our public debts. He thought that paper was 
only a good thing while we had the means of converting it into 
eaſh ; but the noble Lord thought it not only a cleaner, neater, and 
more portable and convenient medium to repreſent property; but 
it was the very eſſence of wealth itſelf, even when it could not be 
converted into ſpecie, and that the flouriſhing ſtate of our commerce 
was the cauſe of this inability to produce ſpecie to anſwer demands 
upon the Bank of England; why, really, until he heard ſuch non- 
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ſenſe, he could not poſſibly have concluded that any ſuch would have 
been uttered in that Houſe. The Chancellor of the Exchequer, 


although he could not countenance, had given birth to this kind of 


reaſoning ; and he wiſhed for his convenience he could carry it into 
practice. What a pleaſant thing it would be, to be able to ſhew 
from day to day, that the inability of the Government to diſcharge 
the demands that were made upon it, was owing to the enormous 
increaſe of its wealth! What an entertainment it would be to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer to fit in his office, and to receive all 
collectors of the revenue in all its branches, of cuſtoms, exciſe, and 
all the other taxes of this country, who ſhould tell him they had all 
been out, and had done their duty moſt diligently, but that the 
capital of every man on whom they intended to levy taxes, was ſo 
enormouſly increaſed that they were not any of them enabled to pay 
2 ſingle ſhilling! and yet ſuch arguments from the collector of taxes 
could not be more abſurd than the arguments that had been urged 
to-night. The evil which was now the ſubject of complaint, had 
been apprehended to ariſe from one of two cauſes ; perhaps from 


both, The one was, that enormous ſums of money had been ſent 


abroad; the other, that men had been alarmed, and had locked up 
vaſt quantities of ſpecie in their coffers; and for this evil, it was 
ſuppoſed, to iſſue an enormous quantity of paper would be a remedy. 
Thoſe who thought ſo, he would venture to ſay, did not underſtand 


the nature of the evil. 


The learned gentleman had entered into the nature of the con- 
ſtitution of the Bank. He told gentlemen oppoſite to him, that 
they were extremely ignorant of the nature of the conſtitution of the 
Bank; he told them, that they miſtook the meaning of the act of 
the fifth of King William, and that that act did not conſtitute the 
eharter of the Bank for the private purpoſes of paying its creditors, 
but for the public purpoſe of aſſiſting Government; and that, if 
they did not anſwer this original and public purpoſe, the ſame power 
which created might alſo deſtroy them—a pretty good threat, and a 
little more intelligible than had ever before been given them. Now, 
that very learned gentleman who has accuſed others of being igno- 
rant of the conſtitution of the Bank, had not, he was convinced he 
had not, read one ſyllable of the conſtitution of the Bank; for if 
he had, he could not have uttered ſuch groſs and palpable abſurdi- 
ties about it. The Bank inſtituted to accommodate. Government 
No ſuch thing, nor any thing like it. They lent the money to 
which the learned gentleman alluded, and which was now ſaid to 
have accumulated to eleven millions, for a particular advantage 
Which they purchaſed by fo lending ; but fo far was it from being 
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conſidered at that time, that it was to be the duty of the Bank to 
lend money to Government in future, whenever Government might 
apply for it, or when Government might want it, that the very act 
of Parliament expreſſed an apprehenſion of evil effects from too 
great a facility in lending money from the Bank to Government, 
and therefore provided againſt it; and therefore the act expreſſed, 

that no money thould be advanced by the Bank to Government, 

except from ſums that ſhall have been previouſly voted by Parlia- 
ment, and this was prohibited under a penalty of treble the ſum 
advanced to be fortcited by the Directors who ſhould ſo advance 
it; fo that this aR, by which their conſtitution was created, had it 
in view that the Bank ſhould never become what the preſent Go- 
verament had endeavoured to make them, too ſucceſsfully, the 
mere tools and engines ot the King's Miniſters. And here it was 
impoſſible for him to abſtain from adverting to the manner in which 
the proviſions of this ſalutary act have been got rid of. This being 
the law of the land, the Bank Directors would be bound to obſerve 

it; but at the commencement of the war, a bill was brought in to 
do away the effect of the act altogether ; not, indeed, under that 
title, nor was there any notice of ſuch intention, but a clauſe was 
ſmuggled into an a& of Parliament, avowedly brought in for 
another purpoſe, by which clauſe that proviſion in the act of King 
William, which prohibited the Bank making any advances to Go- 
vernment, upon any but ſums expreſsly voted by Parliament, was 
repealed. The Directors had before that time advanced money to 
Government againſt law, they were indemnified for that illegal aQ, 

and were enabled to do ſo hereafter, for that wholeſome proviſion of 
the act of King William, by which they were forbidden to do it, was 

now repealed. That” repeal was the cauſe of our preſent calamity. 

Immediately after this, one million five hundred thouſand pounds 
was advanced by the Bank to Government, and was paid into the 
Treaſury ; and now the Houſe would conſider how well the learned 
gcntleman, who had accuſed others of ignorance of the original 
conſtitution of the Bank of England, himſelf underſtood that ori- 
ginal conſtitution. But here again he muſt clear himſelf from any im- 
putation of having ſaid any thing againſt the inſolvency of the Bank. 

He blamed the Bank for the ſervility with-which they obeyed the 
illegal Order in Council. How far that order would hereafter turn 
out to be wiſe, was another queſtion. He ſaid nothing againſt the 
accommodation. which the Bank had given to the public ; on the 
contrary, he believed that their diſcounts had been of ſervice to com- 
merce at large. His obſervation was this: that if they knew their 
former diſcounts would not be good unleſs they continued to diſ- 
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count, the bills which they had already diſconnted could not be 
taken as aſſets in their hands to the full amount of ſuch diſcounts ; 
and therefore the Committee was not juſtified in conſidering ſach 
bills as aſſets in the hands of the Bank to their full amcunt. Gen- 
tlemen miſunderſtood him, for he did not mean to ſay the Bank was 
inſolvent ; he only found fault with the manner in which this matter 
was ſtated. He did not blame the Committee for this; it was a 
mere overſight for which they were excufable ; no man would ſup- 
poſe that he ſhould be eager to blame a Report which was the unani- 
mous opinion of a Committee, when one of its Members (Mr. 
Grey) was a perfon for whom he had fo much efteem, and who, he 
knew, would never ſpare himſelf any trouble while he had a hope 
that his exertions would be ſerviceable to the public; but his duty 
demanded of him theſe obſervations; for this Report, unleſs under- 
ſtood as he had Rated it, would miflead the public as to the real 
aſſets in the hands of the Bank. 

Wich regard to the debt of eleven millions from Government to 
the Bank, the learned gentleman had made an enormous calculation 
of its value; he had ſtated it to be worth for ſale ncar fixteen mil- 
lions. It was no ſuch thing, unleſs Government chuſed to make 
them a preſent of it ; it was only :n annuity of three hundred and 
thirty thouſand a year, no part of the capital of which could the 
Bank be entitled to from Government for fixteen years. In this 
interval they could have only three hundred and thirty thouſand 
pounds a year. There was alſo a ſtatement in the Report, which, 
if not looked into, would miflead the public. So far was there from 
being eleven millions as aflets this day in the hands of the Bank, it 
would not amount to fix millions ; but this was only an obſervation 
on the miſtaken deſcription of the aſſets in the hands of the Bank, 
in which the Report deſeribed that to be five, and the learned gen- 
tleman about ten millions more than it was worth. This miſtake 
of the Committee aroſe from not ſpecifying the nature of the debt 
from Government to the Bank ; and the miſtake of the learned 
gentleman aroſe ſrom not recollecting, that, in this, Bank Stock 

4 per cent. dividend had been added to the original 3 per cent. 
intereſt, 

But it ſeemed, from the obſervations of the learned * 
that the holders of Bank notes are not the only creditors of the 
Public ; there are others whoſe claims are of ſuperior exigency— 
the army and the navy. That ſoldiers, coming from barracks 
Where they can learn no ſympathy with the Public in any calamity, 
with arms in their hands, and who have to deal with a Government 
whoſe ſyſtem they know to be terror, ſhould be duns, and pretty 
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| ſucceſsful duns, he was ready to admit; but that their claims upon 
the Bank of England for ſpecie was ſuperior to the Proprietors of 
ſtock, or the holders of Bank paper, was a propofition which he 
begged lea\® to deny; nor did it appear that the Bank thought fo 
previous to the ifſuing of this Order in Council. He apprehended 
that the firſt duty of the Bank was to keep faith with its own creditors, 
for that was the way for them to fulfil the truſt that was repoſed in 
them, and a deviation from which was a public breach of faith. 
But it ſeemed they were in no caſe to refuſe to accommodate the 
public by aiding Government. They had never done ſo; and if 
they ſhould, they forfeited their charter. How ſtood that fact? Did 
they not actually refuſe, in the year 1783, in an inſtalment upon 
the loan, by which refuſal ſtocks fell 14 or 15 per cent. ? but no 
man told them then, that for that refuſal they ſhould have their 
charter wreſted out of their hands. The queſtion was, Whether 
the Bank had not exceeded their duty upon this occafion ? and that 
was a queſtion which the Houſe ſhould have clearly ſtated before 
them on the face of the tranſaction, to form a clear judgement upon 
it. There was an aſſertion of the Miniſter, that this proceeding was 
neceſſary, but there was no evidence of that neceſſity; and how 
eould the Houſe proceed to give a legiflative ſanction to a meaſure, 
of the neceſſity of which there was no proof before them? It was 
ſtated, that if Government were to pay the Bank five millions to- 
morrow, it would not relieve them from the preſent prefſure. Why 
not? Could they not purchaſe bullion with it? Really this mode 
of ſtating difficulties he did not underſtand : but this was a ſyſtem 
fraught with the moſt dreadful evils ; it was of the ſame complexion 
as that which laid the foundation of the ruin of the French finances, 
and led to all the horrors which have been ſo much deplored in that 
country. The meaſure of the act in Council to ftop the payment 
of the Bank, was as violent as if it had been directed to any banker 
or private individual to lay hold of the caſh in his coffers, and rob 
him of it, under the pretence that it was intended for the public 
uſe. The Miniſter told us, the Committee had not reported enough 
upon this ſubject. He agreed with him they had not; there 
needed no ghoſt to come from the grave to tell. what we all knew 
already; and certainly they had told nothing which we did not all 
know already. But he did not ſee that Minifters had laid before 
the Houſe any ground for a bill; what need had they of a bill, 
while it was notorious they would proceed without it, and as noto- 
rious, that the Bank would obey them? If they acted illegally, be 
thought they ought to be left to their peril ; there was no reaſon why 
the Houſe ſhould aid them, fince they did not eondeſcend to give 
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any proof of the neceſſity of their conduct. They had ſhewn they 
could commit robbery ; and as they did not offer any evidence of the 
neceſſity of any one thing, why ſhould the Houſe give them leave to 
bring in a bill to indemnity themſelves? They ought, in his opinion, 
to be left to themſelves, to go on in their own way, without the 
ſanction of Parliament. He warned the Houſe of the effect of 
giving to Miniſters this facility of breaking the public faith ; it 
would only encourage them to treat all ideas of reſponſibility with 
contempt ; and there was no poſlibility of knowing where their 
deſperation would end. IIe believed that we ſhould not long be 
able, after the inundation of paper to which this ſvſtem gave birch, 
to ſtop them from making Bank notes legal tender, and then adicu 
to the appearance of ſpecic at the Bank, and ſoon afterwards to the 
rcal value of the Bank note. "Theſe ideas preſſed very much 
upon his mind ; but as he always wiſhed to give way to the 
opinion of his right honourable friend {Mr. Fox), who thought it 
proper that leave ſhould be given to bring in this bill, he ſhould 
not divide the Houſe upon the preſent queſtion ; but in the ſtages 
of this proceeding he thould have motions that ſhould go with it 
par: paſſu. 
Mr. Chancellor PITT obſerved, that it was unneceſſary for him 
to ſay much, ſince the honourable gentleman, though he refuſed to 
give legiſlative ſanction to the continuation of the prohibition iſſued 
by the Council, allowed that he deemed it neceffary—and while he 
reprobated the meaſure with his wonted acrimoney, declined to ope- 
rate it by vote. He was the leſs ſurpriſed (notwithſtanding the 
honourable gentleman's language) ſince he had gone fo far as to 
agree that the Report of the Committee ſaid nothing new-—a re- 
port which ſtated the neeeſſity of the meaſure—becauſe as the ho- 
nourable gentleman had himſelf allowed, that he knew when 
once the meaſure was taken, the neceſſity for it would continue, 
yet he had endeavoured to perſuade the Houſe to act contrary 
to it. 

The honourable gentleman had ſaid, that he diſliked the mea- 
ſure, becauſe it implied a vindieation of Miniſters. He begged 
leave to ſet the honourable gentleman at eaſe on that head, ar to 
Giclaim all ideas of ſuch implied vindication. All he would fay 
was, that if the reſtriction was to be continued, it was better to 
continue it by law than without ſuch ſanction. As to the other 
part, nothing was called for but an inquiry to aſcertain whether ne- 
cellity had induced the meaſure, and from the reſult to pronounce 
on the guilt, or the innocence, of Miniſters. If the Houſe were 
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ſatisfied the meaſure muſt be continued - that they could not judge 
Miniſters but by inquiry, and that by this meaſure they did not pre- 
judge them, the ſhort queſtion which remained for conſideration 
was, whether they would continue the meaſure with or without 
law! A good deal of alluſion had been made to the advances of 
the Bank to Government, as chiefly creating the neceſſity for the 
Minute of Council of the 26th of February. To whatever degree 
thoſe advances might have contributed to that neceſſity, would be 
a ſubject for future diſcuſſion ; but in the mean time he muſt 
again repeat that thoſe advances were not peculiar to the period of 
his Adminiſtration, but had been going on for a great length of 
time, and had not been felt to be any hardſhip or inconvenience to 
the Bank. A conſiderable part of them were floating advances 
under the title of anticipation of Land and Malt, of Exchequer Bills 
which were iſſued from time to time, and the Bank received theſe 
advances. back again gradually as the revenue came in; but the 
whole of this would be matter of diſcuſſion when the Secret Com- 
mittee which he propoſed to be revived ſhould make their Report 
to the Houſe. With reſpect to the propofition which the ho- 
nourable gentleman ſignificd his intention of bringing forward on 
the following day, it certainly could not ſuperſede the neceſſity 
of ſome immediate remedy, which muſt be applied in the preſent 
junQure. 

Mr. FOX faid, that in differing from his honourable friend (Mr. 
Sheridan) as to the propriety of voting for the introduQion of this 
bill, it was a difference mercly as to propriety, and not to principle. 
He believed it to be impoſſible that they ſhould ever differ upon 
any conſtitutional principle whatever. It was certainly moſt true, 
that in paſſing this bill they were to enact robbery and fraud, for 
robbery and fraud it was in direct and hcinous characters; but the 
meaſure of the 26th of February had made it an imperious neceſſity 
that the illegal Order of the Council, which had been illegally 
obeyed, ſhould now be continued for a limited time by the force of 
a ſtatute. They were in truth deprived of the powers of delibera- 
tion. However wantonly the meaſure of the 26th of February had 
been adopted, its execution made a neceſſity for its continuance. 
All the other arguments of his honourable friend he fully adopted; 
and again he muſt repeat, that in giving his aſſent to the introduc- 
tion of this bill, he neither paſſed an indemnity on the Council for 
iffuing the Order, nor on the Bank for obeying it. The reaſons 
given by the learned gentleman (the Solicitor General) in juſtifica- 
tion of the meaſure, and his deſcription of the character of the 
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Bank, were additional grounds of apprehenſion to his mind, and 


would give very ſerious alarms to the country. According to his 


doctrine, the public eſtabliſhment of the Bank was the creature of 
Government, over which they might exerciſe whatever power the 
policy of the moment might dectate, for it was originally created 
for their uſe, and to be obedient to their pleaſure. What an idea 
to put forth to the country! Not content with this general doe- 
trine, which identified the Bank with Government, he had gone 
farther, and had juſtified the interference of the State, by afferting 
that the ſtopping of the money of individuals was a meaſure of wiſ- 
dom, uſeful even to the creditors themſelves, becauſe it ultimately 
tended to their ſecurity ! According to this deQtrine they might diſ- 
penſe with all the laws which had been enacted for the ſecurity of 
the national creditor, on the mere pretext that they thereby conſulted 
his ultimate ſafety. On this pretext they might lay a tax upon 
the funds to-morrow, though the law had ſecured them to be paid 
in money to the creditors ; but this new reaſon of policy would 
juſtify the praceeding by informing the creditors that they had no 
other means of providing for their ſecurity. He deprecated all 
theſe falſe and fatal doctrines, all theſe deviations from the ſimpli- 
city of rectitude, from the morals of the Conftitution. They were 
as deteſtable in their character as they muſt be ineffectual in their 
practice. They would ſerve only to plunge us in ignominy as they 
precipitated us to ruin, and leave us bankrupts in fame, as well as 
fortune. Such ever muſt be the conſequence of ſtratagems that 
eounteracted principles. It was not merely to be aſcribed to the 
impotence of the preſent Miniſter that all his expedients for the 
laſt fourteen months had only tended to aggravate the calamity 
which they affected to eure; it was a certain conſequence from the 
incapacity of human nature whenever man attempted by ſubrerfuges, 
arts, and contrivances, to counteract the eternal and invariable 
principles of truth and juſtice, he never failed to expoſe his pre- 
ſumptuous folly, and to entangle himſelf more and more in the 
labyrinth of error. It was wonderful that the right honourable 
gentleman, looking back to the fate of all his intentions and arti- 
tices, ſhould till have confidence in his own powers, or in any 
powers; as if it were poſſible for the united wiſdom of man- 
kind, by ſtratagems and expedients, to prevail over the certain 
effects of an expenditure, beyond the powers and ability of the 

nation, 
Mr. W. SMITH acknowledged that he entertained no doubts 
as to the ſolvency of the Bank; but he could by no means agree 
| 5 M 2 
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with the Solicitor General in his ſtatement of the Conſtitution of 
the Bank. He ſhewed, from a number of clauſes in all the acts 
of Parliament relating to the Bank, that the deſcription which the 
Solicitor General had given of the Charter of the Bank was utterly 
unfounded, and that there was a confuſion in his ideas about it 
which muſt firike the Houſe with aſtoniſhment, as coming from 
a gentleman of his profeſſional eminence. So far from the Bank 
being the creature of Government, in all the ads of Parliament 
their independence had been recognized. In the 7th of Queen 
Anne the words were, „that they had conſented to admit a num- 
ber of new proprietors, in order to accommodate Government with 
a loan.” In the 12th of Queen Anne the words were, © they are 
willing to undertake the circulation of Exchequer Bills.” It was 
moſt material that this alarming doQrine of a crown lawyer ſhould 
be directly refuted, 'T he original ſubſcribers had not, in his opinion, 
the public ſervice in view fo much as their own pecuniary intereſts; 
and every ſubſequent act which had been paſſed, by which money 
had been borrowed from the Band, ſhewed that the ideas of Par- 
liament correſponded with this opinion, and contradicted the argu- 
ment of the learned gentleman, Parliament had never aſſumed a 
dictatorĩal controul over the pecuntary concerns of the Bank. Terms 
on which money was propoſed to be borrowed, had repeatedly been 
offered to the Government and Company, but had never been im- 
poſed upon them. Mr. Smith denied that the Governors of the 
Bank were warranted to facritice the intereſt of the Bank Proprie- 
tors to that of the public ; as good patriots, and in point of national 
policy, they might, indeed, be induced to run fome riſks for the pub - 
lic good, but the immediate object with which they were entruſted, 
and which they were immediately bound to take care of, was the 
intereſt of the Proprietors of Bank Stock. The premium which 
the Bank gave to the public for the renewal of its charter, was not 
to compromiſe its intereſts with the public, but it was a benefit con- 
ferred on the latter, in virtue of which the Directors were em- 
powered to purſue the concerns of the Bank, as might. be moſt for 
the intereſt of the Proprietors. Mr. Smith declared, that if the 
act which had been forced upon the Bank by the Order of Council, 
had been the Company's own act and deed, it could never have re- 
covered the ſhock ; but, as it was, he had little doubt but it would 
retrieve its credit. Not that he confidered the City Aſſociation of 
Merchants as any criterion, or proof of the credit in which the Bank 
ſtood with the public, for he averred that that Aſſociation would 
have ſigned the paper they did, even if they had known that the 


Marcn 9.] DEBATES. B21 


Bank would not pay, becauſe they knew they wanted diſcounts con- 
tinually, and the Bank muſt furniſh them with thoſe diſcounts, and 
that it was at all events their intereſt to ſupport the Bank. 

Sir JOHN SINCLAIR propoſed to leave out the words, ©* to 
confirm,” and to make the title of the bill only to continue the 
meaſure of the Council. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that the word “ confirm” was eſſen- 
tial, as the meaſure itſelf had been confeſſedly illegal. 

The motion was them put for leave to bring in the bill, which 
was carried without a diviſion. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer then moved, That the Se- 
cret Committee for inquiring into the affairs of the Bank, be re- 
vived, and that it ſhould be referred to the ſame Secret Committee 
to inquire into the cauſes which had produced the Order of Council, 
and their opinion of the neceſſity of that meaſure.” 

Mr. FOX ſaid, that he ſhould certainly give his negative to the 
revival of this Committee, conſtituted as it had been. He had 
given his reaſons plainty, A Committee by ballot to inquire into 
the conduct of His Majeſty's Miniſters in a meaſure that ſtruck a 
blow at the vitals of the country, from which perhaps all the wiſdom 
and energy of the nation would be unequal to recover us, was not 
the ſort of Committee which either would or ought to ſatisfy the 
nation. This was not a time to ſport with meafures of inquiry ; 
this was not a time to ſhelter any ſet of Miniſters under abuſes that 
were diſgraceful to Parliament. It was a thing notorious that a 
ballot was a ſhameful ſtratagem by which a Miniſter appointed his 
own judges. There was a ſcrvility in that Houſe in the laſt Par- 
liament which had enabled the Miniſter to evade all inquiry, and it 


was notorious that that ſervility went the length of adopting one ge- 


neral lit of names prepared and packed for the purpoſe of a ballot. 
The Committee which it was propoſed to revive had been ſo ap- 
pointed, to ſuch a Committee he muſt object. and he ſhould take 
their ſenſe upon the queſtion. At the ſame time he thought it ne- 
ceſſary to ſtate, that if he ſhould ſucceed in delivering the Houſe 
from the obloquy of obedience to the right honourable gentleman's 
motion, he ſhould certainly propoſe a Committee for the ſame pur- 
poſes, to be appointed by nomination. 

Mr. GREY ſaid that he felt a delicacy on the preſent lubject, 
which he was deſirous to ſtate before they proceeded to the queſtion. 


It was perefectly underſtood, that the nature of a Secret Committee 


of that Houſe went only to impoſe upon its Members that degree of 


lecrecy on the matters that came before them, which their own diſ- 


I 
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cretion might think proper. There was no obligation of ſecrecy, 
It was not any divulging of the matter that came before them to 
ſay that a majority of the Committee were of opinion that the mea- 

| ſure of the 26th of February was called for by nceeſſity, and that 
the cauſes of the predicament juſtified Government in the meaſure. 
He, however, did not agree with the majority; he was not ſatisfied 
with the evidence which ſatisfied them; he wanted a more circum- 
ſtantial inquiry, in which they did not acquieſce. The reſult of 
this difference of opinion was, that they finally agreed upon the re- 
port now on the table, in which they had avoided all words that 
tended to give any opinion as to the neceſſity, or the cauſes that pro- 
duced it, Now he ſubmitted to the Committee with what pro- 
priety, or to what good purpoſe, this Committee couid be revived, 
or, at leaſt, why his name ſheuld be left on it. The majority that 
had been convinced without farther inquiry, would be convinced 
ſill ; and he who could not deliver up his conſcience and his honour, 
muſt retain the opinion which he had formed on the deliberate ex- 
amination of all that had been brought before them. 

Mr. BASTARD defired to know if any Member of the Com- 
mitte might be omitted or changed? 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T ſaid, that by the rules of Parliament, 
they muſt have the whole of the Committee or none. 

Mr. DENT defired to know of Mr. Grey why, if he was not 
fatisfied with the evidence that had been brought before them, he 

had not called for more? 

Mr. GREY anſwered, that that was a queſtion which he muſt 
put to the majority of the Committee. He was not fatisfied— 
they were. 

Mr. DENT could not ſee that this was an anſwer to his 
queſtion. - Why did he not perſevere in W more cvi- 
dence. | 

Mr. GREY faid, he muſt addreſs theſe 8 to his friends 
on the Treaſury Bench. 

After a few more words, the Committee divided—Ayes, 1743 
Noes, 65. 

The Secret Committee was therefore revived. 

Mr. SHERIDAN then renewed the motion which he had made 
before, that the right honourable Charles James Fox be added to 
the Committee. He did it, he ſaid, from the perſuaſion that his 
unparalleled talents and eſtabliſhed integrity would point him out to 
all England as the man to whom an inquiry ſo important ought to 
be committed. He was ſure that, if the Bank themſelves had the 
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nomination, they would be eager to enroll his name in the liſt, that 
they might give character and credit to the Report. 

The Committee divided==Ayes, 60; Noes, 157. 

The Houſe was then reſumed. 

Mr. DOUGLAS: brought up the report of the motion for leave 
to bring in the bill for confirming and continuing the ſtoppage of 
payment in money at the Bank of England, and the motion for the 
revival of the Secret Committee. 'I hey were confirmed. 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 


